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MAYWOOD. 

Maywood  lies  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county, 
and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which  108  are 
under  cultivation. 

The  BurfacG  is  quite  level  and  heavily  timbered, 
mostly  hardwood,  with  some  pine  in  the  northeast 
corner.  The  soil  is  a clay  loam  with  a clay  sub- 
soil. 

There  are  some  excellent  hay  meadows  in  the 
northeast  part,  and  also,  quite  a large  acreage  of 
cranberry  marsh. 

The  east  and  west  branches  of  the  St.  Francis 
river  How  in  a southerly  direction  through  the 
town,  and  unite  near  the  southwest  corner.  One  of 
the  tributaries  of  Rum  river  also  crosses  the  north- 
east corner. 

The  first  settlers  in  Maywood  were  J.  W.  Creath, 
and  M.  D.  Campbell,  who  settled  in  the  southern 
part  in  1807.  William  Albright  settled  near  them 
the  following  spring,  and  the  same  season,  D.  S ha- 
dam  and  F.  Dunnell  settled  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town. 

This  township  was  set  oil  from  Gilmanton  in 
1807 ; what  is  now  Glendorado,  detached  from  St. 
George,  and  the  two  townships  organized  as  May- 
wood.  It  was  reduced  to  its  present  limits,  how- 
ever, by  the  organization  of  Glendorado  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

The.  first  officers  were:  Supervisors,  M.  D.  i 

Campbell,  Chairman,  J.  W.  Creath,  and  A.  Hub- 
bard; Cleric,  INI.  1).  Campbell;  Assessor,  A.  Hub- 
bard; and  Treasurer,  M.  1).  Campbell. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  winter  of 
1808-09,  by  Miss  Mary  Campbell.  The  first  re- 
ligious service  was  held  at  the  house  of  M.  lb 
Campbell,  soon  after  his  arrival. 

The  first  child  born  was  Katie  Wilt,  in  1809. 

The  first  death  was  William  Clark,  in  1872. 

The  first  marriage  was  in  1870,  the  happy 
couple  being  E.  Sliadam  and  Miss  Victoria  Dun- 
nell. 

In  1808,  M.  I).  Campbell  and  a Mr.  Close 
erected  a saw  mill  on  section  thirty-one.  It  l'un 
till  the  next  March,  when  the  boiler  of  the  engine 
exploded,  injuring  several  men,  some  seriously,  and 
the  engineer,  fatally.  He  died  ten  days  after- 
wards. A year  later,  Mr.  Campbell  built  another 
mill  near  the  old  site,  but  lliis  time  on  the  St. 
Francis  river,  thus  securing  a water  power.  Home 
time  afterwards,  Ed.  Allen  became  a partner,  and 


three  years  later,  purchased  Air.  Campbell’s  inter- 
est, and  moved  the  mill  to  its  present  location  in 
Glendorado  township  in  1870. 

Maywood  has  increased  in  population,  slowly, 
but  steadily,  from  the  beginning,  the  population, 
in  1880,  numbering  120  persons. 

The  products  of  1880,  according  to  the  agricul- 
tural report  were:  wheat,  334  bushels;  oats,  915 
bushels;  corn,  302  bushels;  barley,  50  bushels; 
rye,  25  bushels;  potatoes,  880  bushels;  beans, 
20  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  13  tons;  wild  hay,  341 
tons;  tobacco,  131  pounds;  wool,  52  pounds;  butter, 
2,905  pounds;  and  honey,  50  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  W.  Creath  is  the  oldest  living  settler  of 
Maywood  township;  he  was  born  in  Washington 
county,  Maine,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1818. 
In  the  spring  of  1857,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  lo- 
cating in  Clearwater,  Wright  county,  where  lie 
remained  for  ten  years.  He  then  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  section  thirty-four.  Keiug  the  first 
man  to  come  through,  he  was  obliged  to  cut  roads, 
ford  streams,  and  put  up  with  all  kinds  of  incon- 
veniences. Mr.  Creath  was  one  of  the  organizers 
of  this  town,  and  has  been  its  Supervisor  and 
Treasurer  nearly  every  year.  He  was  married  in 
December,  1849,  to  Miss  Margaret  Miars;  they 
have  had  three  children ; two,  Isora  and  Charlotte 
E.,  are  living,  and  Etta  died  in  Clearwater,  at  the 
age  of  three  months. 
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MINDEN. 


CHAPTER  LXXXII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT  — OR- 

GANIZATION  — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  — RIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

This  township  lies  in  the  southwest  portion  of 
the  county,  and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of 
which  1,597  are  under  cultivation.  There  is  a tract 
of  prairie  in  the  south  part,  which  extends  over 
about  one-third  of  the  town;  the  balance  is  brush 
land  and  light  timber.  The  soil  is  a dark  loam, 
and  quite  productive.  The  eastern  portion  is  wat- 
ered by  Elk  river,  which  flows  in  a southerly  di- 
rection, and  is  joined  near  the  south  line  by  May- 
how  creek,  which  (‘liters  near  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  town. 

George  MoIntvre  made  the  first  claim  here 
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about  1853,  and  was  joined,  the  following  year, 
by  William  Smith  and  George  V.  Mayliew.  Dur- 
ing that  year  and  the  next,  the  population  was 
increased  by  the  arrival  of  Ellis  Kling,  George 
Morehead,  Garrett,  Ilronnan,  and  William  Hicks. 

The  territory  embraced  in  Ibis  town  was  form- 
erly a part  of  St.  George,  and  when  the  latter 
town  was  organized,  nearly  all  the  township  olli- 
cers  resided  in  what  is  now  Minden. 

Mindeu  was  organized  in  18(18,  and  the  first  of- 
ficers were:  Supervisors,  William  Smith,  Chair- 
man, Stanley  Russell,  and  Ellis  Kling;  Clerk,  and 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  William  T.  Hicks. 

There  is  a Catholic  Church  organization  in  the 
town,  and  good  schools  are  held  during  the  usual 
terms.  The  population,  according  to  the  last  cen- 
sus, was  207  persons. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  shows  the  pro- 
ducts of  this  town  to  be:  wheat,  14,657  bushels 
oats,  8,674  bushels;  corn,  3,970  bushels;  barley, 
319  bushels;  rye,  560  bushels;  buckwheat,  50 
bushels;  potatoes,  1,712  bushels;  cultivated  hay, 
21  tons;  wild  hay,  668  tons;  wool,  27  pounds; 
butter,  21,640  pounds;  and  honey,  400  pounds, 
moo  it  uni  hue. 

Dominick  Bautheekma',  a native  of  France,  was 
born  in  1827.  His  parents  died  when  he  was 
young.  He  made  his  home  on  a farm  for  a few 
years,  and  then  was  employed  in  making  wooden 
shoes.  In  1854,  he  came  to  America,  lived  for  a 
few  months  in  Pennsylvania,  and  then  came  to  Min- 
nesota, where  lie  was  employed  on  a farm  in  Clear 
Lake,  (Sherburne  county,  for  about  three  years. 
After  living  in  Stearns  county  for  a short  time,  he 
came  to  his  present  farm.  Mr.  Barthelemy  married 
Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Flanigan.  They  have  seven  chil- 
dren. 

Michael  Buannhlly,  a resident  of  Benton 
county  for  twenty-five  years,  is  a native  of  Galway 
county,  Ireland,  and  was  born  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1821.  lie  aviis  brought  up  in  his  native 
county  Avhere  he1  received  his  early  education.  In 
1846,  he  came  to  America,  and  after  remaining 
three  yearn  in  New  York  State,  Avent  to  California 
and  Avas  engaged  in  gold  mining  until  coming  to 
Minnesota.  In  1854,  he,  purchased  a farm,  through 
his  brother,  in  Minden,  Benton  county,  to  Avhich 
lie  removed  in  April,  1857,  and  has  resided  there 
ever  since.  Mr.  Brannelly  taught  the  first  school 
in  Minden  toAvnship  and  has  always  manifested  a 
strong  interest  in  the  Avelfare  of  Benton  county. 


He  Avas  one  of  the  early  supervisors,  holding  the 
oilice  for  ten  years,  and  was  also  County  Commis- 
sioner, nine  years.  He  was  elected  Sheriff  in 
1868,  continuing  in  the  office  trvo  years,  and  has 
also  held  a number  of  toAvnship  offices.  Mr. 
ltrannelly  was  married  in  June,  1854,  to  Elizabeth 
Kelly,  of  his  nat  ive  county,  Avho  died  in  February, 
1876.  Of  nine  children  born  to  them,  but  six  are 
living;  Mary  A.,  Margaret  J.,  Annie,  Martin  II., 
James  E.,  and  Elizabeth. 

Garrett  Bkennan,  for  tAventy-six  years  a resi- 
dent of  Benton  county,  Avas  born  in  Kilkenny 
county,  Ireland,  in  the  year  1812.  He  emigrated 
to  Canada  in  1826,  and  after  staying  two  years) 
came  to  Rochester,  NeAV  York,  and  learned  the 
cooper’s  trade,  which  Avas  his  occupation  until 
coming  to  Benton  county.  From  Rochester  lie 
soon  returned  to  Canada,  Avhere  he  lived  six  years, 
coming  thence,  to  Will  county,  Illinois,  Avhere  he 
resided  until  coming  to  his  present  home  in  Min- 
den township  in  1855.  By  energy  and  industry, 
he  accumulated  tAvo  thousand  one  hundred  acres 
I of  land,  which  he  divided  among  his  sons,  in  1880, 
r tabling  but  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for 
j himself.  Mr.  Brennan  Avas  married  in  1841),  to 
i Miss  Mary  Armstrong,  of  Tipperary  county,  Ire- 
land, Avlio  died  in  1869.  Of  nine  children  Avliieli 
they  had,  but  five  are  living;  Margaret,  John  G., 
William  G.,  Catharine,  and  Simon. 

Chares  E.  Beel  dates  his  birth  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  11th  of  August,  1843.  At 
the  age  of  eleven  years,  he  Avent  Avith  his  parents 
to  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  Avhere  he  Avas  reared  to 
I mercantile  pursuits.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I),  of  the  TAvelfth  Illinois  Volunteer 
j Infantry,  and  served  until  mustered  out  at  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  in  June,  1865.  Returning  to  Rock 
j Island,  he  Avas  engaged  in  the  grain  business  Avith 
his  father  for  tAvo  years,  then  railroading  until 
1872,  Avhen  he  again  returned  to  Koek  Island  and 
Avas  engaged  in  various  pursuits  until  coming  to 
his  present  farm  in  Minden  toAvnship  in  August, 
1879.  Mr.  Bell  Avas  married  to  Sophia  Biekel,  of 
Scott  county,  Iowa,  in  1871.  They  have  one 
j daughter,  named  Ida. 

William  T.  Hicks,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Benton  county,  avuh  born  in  Chittenden  county, 
\ Vermont,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1828,  Avhere  lie 
| was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  received  his 
early  education.  He  came  to  Benton  county  in  May, 
| 1855,  taking  a claim  which  had  been  made  by  bis 
| brother  the  year  previous,  in  St  George  township, 
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now  Minden.  After  a short  stay  on  his  farm,  lie 
went  to  Morrison  county  and  worked  as  a carpen- 
ter until  1857,  when  lie  came  to  Sauk  Rapids,  and 
the  following  spring,  returned  to  his  old  farm,  where 
he  has  since  lived.  He  was  the  first  Town  Clerk 
in  St.  George  township,  and  also,  the  first  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  holding  the  latter  office  continu- 
ously to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Hicks  was  married 
in  1872,  to  Juliette  Camp,  of  New  York  State. 
Miss  Camp  was  the  first  to  teach  a district  school 
in  Sauk  Rapids. 

Ellis  Kling,  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ren- 
ton county,  is  a native  of  Dauphin  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, born  on  the  17th  of  September,  1824. 
He  was  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  in  his  na- 
tive county  until  May,  1851,  when  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota. After  remaining  a short  time  in  St.  Paul, 
he  located  where  St.  Cloud  now  stands,  and  soon 
after,  engaged  with  the  American  Fur  Company, 
remaining  in  their  employ  two  years.  In  the  fall 
of  1855,  he  located  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides, in  St.  George,  now  Minden  township.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  Supervisors  of  St.  George 
township,  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Minden, 
and  has  been  Town  Treasurer,  three  years.  His 
farm  contains  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  fine 
land,  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  is  in  a High 
state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Kling  was  married  in 

1854,  to  Lucy  Lewis,  of  Minnesota.  Of  seven 
children  born  to  them,  six  are  living;  Henry  G., 
William  L.,  Albert  F.,  Frank,  George  W.,  and 
Harriet  A. 

Geouge  Mour.irF.Ai>,  another  old  settlor  in  Ren- 
ton county,  was  born  in  Manchester,  England,  on 
the  11th  of  August,  1829.  He  came  to  America 
with  his  mother  in  1838,  settling  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  until 
1853,  when  ho  came  toMinnesota,  but  after  a few 
months  spent  in  what  is  now  Minden  township, 
and  at  Little  Falls,  he  returned  to  New  York.  In 

1855,  he  again  returned  to  Renton  county,  and 
pre-empted  the  farm  on  which  lie  now  lives;  this 
farm  is  chiefly  devoted  to  stock-raising. 

Geo  iiue  Y.  Mayhew,  for  twenty-seven  years  a 
resident  of  Renton  county,  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  New  York,  on  the  18th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1824.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits 
until  1847,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Tenth  United 
States  Infantry,  and  served  eighteen  months  in 
(lie  Mexican  war.  Returning  to  bis  native  State, 
ho  was  engaged  in  the  transportation  business  on 
the  Hudson  river  until  the  summer  of  1854,  when 
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lie  came  to  Renton  county  and  pre-empted  a farm 
in  St.  George,  now  Minden  township.  This  farm 
now  contains  three  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  of 
which  is  under  cultivation.  Mr.  Mayhew  was  one 
of  the  first  Supervisors,  continuing  in  office  till 
1862,  when  he  was  commissioned  Second  Lieuten- 
ant in  Company  I,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  mustered 
out  in  May,  1865,  with  the  rank  of  First 
Lieutenant.  He  then  returned  to  his  farm,  and 
with  the  exception  of  one  year’s  absence  in  Mon- 
tana, has  resided  here  ever  since.  Mr.  Mayhew 
was  also  a member  of  the  Minnesota  State  Legis- 
lature iii  1861.  He  was  married  in  1858,  to  Me- 
lissa Smith,  of  New  York  State.  Their  children 
are,  Susie  E.  and  Nellie  G. 

W.  H.  H.  Stevens  is  a native  of  Albany,  New 
York,  born  on  the  15th  of  January,  1813.  At  an 
early  age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Renssa- 
laer  county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  engaged 
with  his  father  in  the  cattle  trade  and  brick-making. 
When  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  he  removed 
to  Troy  and  was  in  the  same  business  until  1839, 
and  after  that,  with  the  exception  of  eight  years 
in  the  Troy  & Roston  Railroad  office,  was  engaged 
in  various  pursuits  until  coming  to  Minnesota  in 
the  spring  of  1857.  He  at  once  settled  on  his 
present  farm  in  Minden  township,  and  has  resided 
here,  a prominent  and  worthy  citizen,  ever  since, 
lie  was  Assessor  of  St.  George  township,  two  years. 
Mr.  Stevens  was  married  in  October,  1835,  to  Eliz- 
abeth Davis,  of  Troy,  New  York.  Of  six  children, 
the  result  of  this  union,  but  four  arc  living;  Mary 
J.,  Emma  L.,  Frances  H.,  and  Harry  D. 

Captain  William  Smith,  another  old  settler, 
dates  his  birth  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York,  on 
the  5th  of  October,  1817.  When  nine  years  old, 
ho  removed  with  his  parents  to  Pittsfield,  Massa- 
chusetts, where  he  remained  three  years,  and 
thence  to  Montgomery  county,  New  York,  which 
was  his  home  until  1837.  He  then  commenced 
work  on  board  the  barges  and  steamers  on  the 
Hudson  river,  steadily  advancing  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another,* until  he  was  made  Captain,  hold- 
ing the  position  many  years,  plying  between  Al- 
bany and  New  York,  lie  came  to  Ronton  county 
in  October,  1854,  and  pre-empted  the  farm  on 
which  lie  now  lives.  He  was  elected  County  Com- 
missioner in  1855,  and  served  about  seven  years; 
was  one  of  the  first  Supervisors  of  St.  George 
township,  and  was  Chairman  thirteen  years;  has 
also  held  the  offices  of  Assessor  and  Treasurer  a 
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number  of  years.  He  was  married  in  183(5,  to 
Susan  M.  Flansburg,  of  Schoharie  county,  New 
York.  They  have  three  children;  Alonzo,  Melissa, 
and  Ezra. 

Ezua  Smith,  a son  of  the  subject  of  our  last 
sketch,  was  born  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York, 
on  the  29th  of  September,  1843.  He  came,  with 
his  parents  to  Benton  county  in  1854,  and  has  re- 
sided here  ever  since.  He  has  carried  on  a farm  of 
his  own  for  the  last  thirteen  years.  Mr.  Smith 
was  married  in  January,  18G8,  to  Mary  A.  Shep- 
pard, of  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York. 


ST.  GEORGE 
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This  town  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which  2,217  are 
under  cultivation. 

In  the  southern  part  of  the  township,  there  is 
considerable  prairie,  which  has  a light  sandy  soil. 
The  northwestern  part  is  principally  brush  land 
and  poplar  groves,  with  a stronger  and  darker  soil, 
and  in  the  northeastern  part,  heavy  timber  pre- 
vails, and  the  soil  is  also  good. 

There  are  a few  small  lakes,  the  largest  being 
Dunnewold’s  Lake,  a beautiful  sheet  of  water  on 
section  twenty-two.  Stony  creek  flows  in  a south- 
erly direction,  and  leaves  the  town  near  the  south- 
east corner. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  on  the  prairie  in 
the  southwest  portion  of  the  town,  and  was  called 
the  New  York  settlement,  because  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  settlers  were  from  that  State. 

A Mr.  Russell  was,  undoubtedly,  the  first  man 
to  locate  here  with  his  familj,  he  having  made  a 
claim  on  section  twenty-nine  in  1855,  but  only 
remained  two  years.  During  the  same  year,’ 
Alonzo  Smith,  now  of  Minden,  made  some  im- 
provements on  section  thirty,  George  Sheldon 
settled  on  section  twenty-nine,  and  George  Dickey 
made  a claim  on  section  twenty-eight.  These 
wore  unmarried,  and  did  not  remain  long.  Tn 
the  fall  of  185(5,  Janus  II.  Cullen  selected  a claim 
on  section  thirty,  to  which  he  removed  his  family 


the  following  spring.  They  still  reside  on  this 
farm,  which  was  the  home  of  Mr.  Cullen  until 
his  death  in  1871.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  John 
Fothergill  settled  on  section  twenty-nine,  and  still 
lives  there.  Tn  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town, 
there  is  a prosperous  German  settlement.  The 
first  settler  there  was  Peter  Abfalter,  a native  of 
Germany,  who  settled  on  section  twenty-four  in 
18(52,  and  lives  there  still.  He  was  followed  by 
Godfrey  Attermann  and  Vincent  Schindler,  who 
settled  on  section  twenty-six.  The  former  lives 
on  the  old  homestead,  but  the  latter  is  a resident 
of  Minden  township. 

St.  George  was  organized  in  1858,  and  em- 
braced all  the  territory  now  contained  in  the 
towns  of  Minden,  St.  George,  and  Glendorado, 
with  nearly  all  the  settlers  in  the  first  named 
township.  Glendorado  was  detached  in  18(57, 
and  Minden,  in  1868,  since  when,  the  boundary 
lines  have  remained  unchanged.  The  first  election 
was  held  in  April,  1859,  and  the  following  officers 
elected:  Supervisors,  G.  V.  Mayhew,  Chairman, 
John  L.  Lock,  and  William  Smith;  Clerk,  W.  T. 
Hicks;  Assessor,  W.  H.  H.  Stevens;  Collector, 
William  Dickinson;  and  -Justices  of  the  Peace, 
W.  T.  Hicks  and  P.  Brannelly.  The  first  officers 
elected,  after  the  reduction  of  the  town  to  its 
present  limits,  were:  Supervisors,  Anthony  Carey, 
Chairman;  J.  Deirkes,  and  Frank  Shero;  Clerk, 
John  Fothergill;  Treasurer,  Prosper  Latterell; 
Assessor,  Peter  Abfalter  ; Constables,  William 
Hezeke  and  Louis  Latterell;  and  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  John  Dunn  and  Harvey  S.  Norton. 

Religious  services  were  held  at  the  residence  of 
Vincent  Schindler,  as  early  as  18(53,  by  Father 
Pierz.  This  continued  to  be  the  place  designated 
for  devotional  meetings  for  a number  of  years, 
until  the  erection  of  the  present  church  in  section 
thirty-four.  Father  Bucli  visited  the  congrega- 
tion occasionally,  but  the  priest  now  in  charge  is 
Father  Wilkins.  The  present  name  of  the  church 
is  “ St.  Lawrence  Church.” 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  town,  was  by 
Mrs.  Eleanor  P.  Shero,  about  186(5.  There  arc 
now  three  school  districts  in  which  school  is  kept 
during  the  regular  terms. 

A general  store  was  opened  bv  C.  A.  Hunek, 
on  section  thirty-four,  on  tho  1st  of  January, 
1877,  in  which  a prosperous  business  has  been 
conducted.  The  firm  of  Reichert  V Blattncr,  has 
also  recently  established  a general  store,  not  far 
from  that  of  Mr.  Hunek. 
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Through  the  efforts  of  Henry  Voerding,  ])uehn 
Post-ollice  was  established  at  his  residence,  in 
1870,  with  Mr.  Voerding  its  Postmaster.  In  1877, 
C.  A.  Hunch  received  the  appointment,  and  the 
ollico  was  removed  to  his  store,  where  it  slill  re- 
mains. The  name  was  given  by  Mr.  Voerding,  and 
is  derived  from  the  city  of  Duelmen,  in  Prussia. 

The  agricultural  products  of  St.  George,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  20,- 
597  bushels;  oats,  11,101  bushels;  corn,  0,755 
bushels;  barley,  05  bushels;  rye,  923  bushels; 
potatoes,  2,004  bushels;  beans,  12  bushels;  wild 
hay,  1,312  tons;  wool,  158  pounds;  butter,  14,750 
pounds;  and  honey,  150  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Peter  Abfalter,  a pioneer  of  Benton  county, 
is  a native  of  Prussia,  born  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1829.  In  1844,  he  came  to  America,  and  settled 
in  Clinton  county,  Michigan,  where  lie  resided 
sixteen  years,  and  then  came  to  Minnesota,  locat- 
ing on  a farm  near  Cold  Spring  City,  Stearns 
county.  In  1807,  he  removed  to  the  farm,  in 
Benton  county,  where  he  now  live  s.  It  was  then 
in  a wild  state,  but  is  now  under  good  cultivation. 
He  was  married  on  the  1st  of  January,  1854,  to 
Miss  Mary  King.  They  have  ten  children,  six 
boys  and  four  girls. 

Robert  Brennan  was  born  in  Carlton  county, 
Canada  West,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1845.  When 
young,  lie  learned  the  cooper’s  trade  of  his  father, 
working  at  it  until  the  year  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota.  For  a year  lie  lived  on  a farm  in 
Minden  township,  Benton  county.  Then  moved 
to  the  farm  on  which  lie  lives,  and  has  devoted  his 
whole  time  to  its  cultivation.  On  the  27th  of 
April,  1809,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Johanna 
Madigan.  They  have  five  children. 

Peter  Blattner,  a native  of  Canada,  was  born 
on  the  9th  of  May,  1852.  In  1870,  lie  came  to 
Minnesota,  locating  with  his  parents  in  St.  George 
township.  In  a few  years  he  took  a farm  for  him- 
self, living  on  it  till  the  spring  of  1880,  when  lie 
formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Reichert.  They 
started  a general  merchandise  store,  Mr.  Blattner 
devoting  his  whole  time  to  flic  business,  lie  was 
married  on  the  4th  of  November,  1880,  to  Miss 
Mary  Reichert. 

Joseph  Balder  was  born  in  Peterwetz,  Prussia, 
on  the  17th  of  November,  1841.  In  1870,  his 
parents  came  to  America,  and  the  year  following, 
to  this  town,  where  Mr.  Balder  took  the  farm  oil 
which  he  now  lives.  Ho  married  Miss  Johanna 


305 


Barron  on  the  27th  of  January,  1875.  They  have 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 

John  Brennan  was  born  on  the  20tli  of  June, 
1811,  in  Kilkenny  county,  Ireland.  When  a boy, 
bo  learned  the  cooper’s  trade  of  his  father,  and 
worked  at  it  till  the  year  1820,  when  he  came  to 
Canada,  where  he  lived  for  two  years.  He  then 
went  to  Rochester,  New  York,  staying  but  a few 
months,  from  there  to  Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  a 
canal  for  four  years.  Returning  to  New  York,  he 
lived  on  a farm  a few  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Fond  ilu  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  re- 
mained until  the  year  1804.  He  then  came  to 
his  present  home,  where  he  has  since  lived.  In 
April,  1844,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Seeneth  Hol- 
lister. They  have  had  seventeen  children,  all  but 
two  are  living. 

Patriak  S.  Carey  was  born  on  the  ship  “ Rover,” 
on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  while  his  parents  were 
coming  from  Ireland,  to  the  United  States,  on  the 
10th  of  March,  1847.  His  parents  went  from  New 
York  to  Virginia,  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  then  to 
Iowa,  where  they  remained  till  1800,  and  came  to 
Minnesota.  In  1807,  Mr.  Carey  took  a home- 
stead in  this  town,  but  soon  removed  to  Minneap- 
olis, where  he  was  engaged  in  teaming  summers, 
and  lumbering  winters.  In  1878,  he  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  married  Margart  t 
Noland  on  the  13tli  of  July,  1874.  They  have 
had  three  children,  two  are  living,  and  one  is  dead. 

J.  II.  Cullen,  (deceased)  the  first  permanent 
settler  in  St.  George  township,  wns  born  in  Ulster 
county,  New  York,  in  1830.  He  made  his  home 
with  his  parents,  but  was  employed  driving  team 
in  New  York  until  the  year  1850,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota.  The  following  year  lie  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  April 
23,  1871.  Mr.  Cullen  was  a man  greatly  respt  eted 
by  all  who  knew  him.  Since  his  death,  his  brother- 
in-law,  Thomas  Bennahan,  also  an  old  settler,  has 
assisted  in  carrying  on  the  farm.  On  the  0th  of 
October,  1852,  Mr.  Cullen  was  married  to  Miss 
Bridget  Bennahan.  They  had  nine  children, 
seven  are  still  living. 

John  Dunnewold  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Wintcrswyk,  Holland,  on  the  13th  of  November, 
1820.  IK'  received  a good  education,  and  learned 
the  tanner’s  trade.  After  working  at  his  trade  for 
four  years,  he  started  a tannery  of  his  own,  which 
he  operated  until  1809,  when  he  moved  with  his 
family  to  America.  Coming  directly  to  St.  George 
township,  he  purchased  a farm  on  the  shore  of  the 
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lake  which  now  bears  his  name.  Since  1874,  lie 
has  held  the  ollice  of  Treasurer.  Ho  married  Miss 
Johanna  0.  Willems  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1861.  They  have  five  children. 

Martin  IIerust,  a native  of  Baden,  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  November,  1844.  At  the 
age  of  nine  years,  he  came  with  his  uncle  to 
America.  Was  engaged  in  farming  in  the  state 
of  Indiana,  until  the  year  1865,  when  he  came  to 
St.  Cloud.  Here  he  was  employed  by  the  Freight 
Company,  in  drawing  supplies  for  the  frontier 
forts,  until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Glendorado 
township,  Benton  county,  and  took  a claim.  The 
year  following,  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
lie  now  lives.  Since  1875,  he  has  been  Town 
Clerk.  Was  married  on  the  28th  of  December, 
1871,  to  Miss  Caroline  Balder.  They  have  four 
children;  Joseph  C.,  Charles  J.,  Albert  F.,  and 
Adolphus  B. 

C.  A.  Hunck  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  30tli 
of  September,  1846.  In  1874,  he  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  where  lie 
was  engaged  in  various  pursuits.  In  the  spring  of 
1876,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  in  the  fall,  started 
a general  merchandise  store  in  St.  George  town- 
ship, since  which  tilin'  he  has  been  doing  a good 
business.  Since  1877,  he  has  been  Postmaster. 
Mr.  Hunck  was  married  to  Miss  Dinah  Schulte,  of 
Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1877.  They 
have  two  children. 

P.  J.  J acquemart,  a native  of  Belgium,  was 
born  on  the  25th  of  August,  1835.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-six  years  of  age; 
then  taking  a farm  of  his  own,  where  he  remained 
until  1869.  Coming  to  America,  he  located  on  a 
timber  farm  in  this  township.  In  1878,  he  pur- 
chased the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  having 
made  valuable  improvements  each  year.  Mr.  ,lnc- 
<pn  limit  married  Miss  C.  Herman  on  the  12th  of 
March,  1861.  They  have  had  seven  children,  four 
of  whom  are  living. 

Joseph  Kampa  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  18th 
of  March,  1850.  Residing  there  until  the  year 
1870,  the  family  came  to  America,  and  Mr.  Kampij 
purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  lives.  He  was 
married  on  the  15th  of  November,  1870,  to  Miss 
T.  Balder.  They  have  six  children. 

James  A.  Lewis,  one  of  the  few  Americans  re- 
siding in  this  town,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county, 
New  York,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1843.  When 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  the  family  came  to 
.lell’erson  county,  Wisconsin,  where  Janies  resided 


until  1862.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of 
the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  for  three  and  a half  years.  R turning  to 
I his  former  home  on  the  farm,  he  remained  until 
1878,  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm.  On  the 
26th  of  March,  1877,  Mr.  Lewis  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bundle,  of  England.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  three  daughters;  Edith  M.,  Cora 
Ann,  (deceased)  and  Jessie  Mable. 

Nathan  A.  Lease  was  born  in  Cayuga  county, 
New  York,  in  1818.  At  the  age  of  ten  years,  he 
removed  to  Ohio,  and  six  years  later,  to  Michigan. 
In  1834,  he  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Christian,  of  Tennessee.  They  had 
| five  children;  Melvin  a,  John  N.,  William  F.,  Nn- 
! than  A.,  Jr.  and  Margaret  A.  In  July,  1854,  his 
wife  died,  and  the  following  November  the  family 
J came  to  Hastings,  Minnesota,  where  they  spent 
I the  winter.  In  1856,  Mr.  Lease  married  Miss 
Rachel  Liglitner,  who  bore  him  five  children; 
Oliver,  Eugene,  and  Ulysses  are  living,  and  two 
are  dead.  In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Lease  enlisted  in 
the  First  United  States  Engineers,  and  served  as 
artificer,  till  the  following  October.  In  1866,  he  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Huxton.  They  have 
had  three  children,  and  two  are  living.  Mr. 
Lease  came  to  St.  George  township,  in  1880, 
where  he  has  been  engaged  at  the  carpenter  trade. 

Louis  Latte  reel,  a native  of  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  17tli  of  August,  1832.  When  he  was 
seven  years  of  age,  the  family  removed  to  Port 
Douglas,  New  York.  In  the  year  1852,  he  went 
to  Wisconsin,  but  soon  returned  to  New  York, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering, 
until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Benton  county,  Min- 
nesota, and  took  the  farm  on  which  he  now  livis. 
When  Mr.  Lattercll  came,  the  farm  was  new  and 
wild,  but  by  good  management,  there  has  been  a 
j great  improvement.  Miss  P.  Nolett  became  his  wife 
j on  the  23d  of  September,  I860.  They  have  ten 
I children  living,  and  one  is  deceased. 

John  Marshall  was  born  in  Belgium,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1835.  When  about  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  came  to  America.  For  three  years 
he  lived  in  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  working  in 
a saw  mill.  In  18(52,  he  came  to  St.  Paul,  and 
lived  for  seven  years,  being  on  the  police  force  for 
one  year.  Then  coming  to  St.  Cloud,  he  acted  as 
policeman  for  a short  timo,  afterwards,  was  in  the 
ice  business,  and  later,  opened  a grocery  store, 
which  he  carried  on  until  the  yotr  1871,  when  he 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  has  since  lived. 
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Mr.  Marshall  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Treufler,  in  1854.  They  have  had  nine  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living. 

Hauvey  iS.  Norton  was  bom  in  Onondaga 
county,  New  York,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1828. 
When  young,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Geauga 
county,  Ohio.  Tn  1848,  visited  New  York,  where 
he  remained  but  two  years,  and  again  went  to 
Ohio,  and  remained  until  1852,  when  lie  came  to 
Minnesota.  Until  1859,  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  in  Hennepin  county,  then  going  to  Illinois 
in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  of  the  Second 
Illinois  Cavalry,  serving,  however,  but  a short 
time.  He  then  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  again 
enlisted,  serving  till  the  close  of  the  war.  In  1865, 
Mr.  Norton  came  to  St.  George  township,  took  a 
claim,  and  in  1872,  located  on  his  jiresent  farm. 
On  the  15tli  of  June,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Sallie 
A.  Finical.  They  have  had  five  children;  Edwin 
I.,  Laura  M.,  Bertha  F.,  Martha  A.,  (deceased) 
and  William  E. 

Joseph  Parent,  Jr.,  a native  of  Belgium,  was 
born  on  the  25th  of  August,  1846.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  a store  and  on  the  farm,  until  twenty- 
three  years  of  age.  The  family  then  came  to 
America,  and  after  living  for  one  year  in  Sauk 
Bapids,  Minnesota,  they  came  to  this  township. 
Mr.  Parent  resided  with  his  parents  until  1875, 
when  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  has  since 
lived.  On  the  15tli  of  July,  1871,  Mr.  Parent 
married  Miss  Fanny  Henry.  They  have  had  four 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 

E.  11.  Reward  was  born  in  Franco,  on  tho  17tli 
of  May,  1835.  When  young,  he  learned  the  ho- 
siery trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  1851,  when 
lie  came  to  America.  Mr.  Bernard  resided  on  a 
farm  in  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  for  twelve  years 
before  coming  to  this  county.  He  then  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  still  lives.  On  the  lltli  of  No- 
vember, 1863,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Josephine 
Simoneau.  They  have  two  children. 

Frank  E.  Siiero  was  born  in  Canada  East,  on 
the  23d  of  July,  1833.  When  he  was  an  infant, 
the  family  moved  to  Essex  county,  New  York, 
where  Frank  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm.  In 
1865,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  the  following 
year,  purchased  the  farm  where  lie  has  since  made 
his  home.  Mr.  Siiero  married  Miss  Eleanor  P. 
Tatro,  on  tho  8th  of  February,  1855.  They  have 
had  five  children,  four  of  them  still  living. 

C.  F.  VanMaanen  was  bom  in  Amsterdam,  in 
1811.  He  came  to  America  in  1868,  coming  di- 


rectly to  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota;  but  soon  after  pur- 
chased a farm  in  St.  George  township,  where  he 
remained  for  four  years.  Then,  returning  to  St. 
Cloud,  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  Drug  bus- 
iness. In  1874,  he  engaged  in  tho  same  business 
on  his  own  account.  The  year  following,  Mr.  Van- 
Maanen returned  to  his  farm  in  this  town,  having 
since  made  it  his  home.  In  the  year  1868,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Harriet  A.  Martin. 

Henry  Voerding,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  born 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1818.  He  enlisted  in 
the  Prussian  army  in  1840,  serving  for  three  years. 
Then  resided  on  a farm  until  1852,  when  he  came 
to  America.  After  living  in  several  counties  of 
Wisconsin,  Mr.  Voerding  came  to  what  is  now 
known  as  St.  Augusta,  Stearns  county,  where  he 
was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town.  In  1869,  he 
came  to  his  present  farm,  and  the  year  following, 
was  appointed  Post-master,  at  Duelm,  and  held 
the  position  until  1877.  Mr.  Voerding  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Ann  .Tanning,  on  the  13th  of 
May,  1843.  They  have  had  nine  children,  only 
four  of  whom  are  now  living. 

John  Wilson  was  born  in  Canada  West,  on  the 
2d  of  February,  1846.  His  father  died  win  n John 
was  fourteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  and  his 
brother  took  charge  of  the  farm  until  1865,  when 
they  came  to  Wisconsin.  Here  Mr.  V ilson  was 
employed  in  the  lumber  business,  on  the  river,  and 
later,  in  a chair  factory.  In  1870,  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, and  purchased  the  farm  where  he  has  since 
lived.  Was  married  on  the  31st  of  August,  1870, 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Lewis.  They  have  four  children. 


WATAB. 

CHAPTER  LXXXIV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT-  IN- 
DIAN TRADING  POSTS WATAB  VILLAGE— ORGANI- 
ZATION  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIOGRAPH- 

ICAL. 

Watab  is  situated  on  the  Mississippi  river,  be- 
tween Sauk  Rapids  and  Laugola.  It  has  an  area 
of  about  28,800  acres,  360  being  under  cultivation. 
Mayhew  creek  Hows  southerly  through  the  eastern 
part  of  the  township,  and  the  western  portion  is 
watered  by  the  Little  Rock  river.  The  soil  varies 
from  a sandy  loam  near  the  river,  to  a clay  loam 
in  the  eastern  part;  the  former  luing  mostly 
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prairie,  and  tlie  latter,  covered  with  brush  and 
light  timber. 

The  first  white  man  to  take  up  a residence  in 
this  town  was,  undoubtedly,  Asa  White,  who 
opened  a trading  post  here  about  1848.  In  the 
spring  of  1849,  David  Gilman  opened  a trading 
post  two  miles  above  Sauk  Itapids,  but  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year,  he  bought  Mr.  White’s  interest 
at  Watab,  whither  he  removed,  and  is  still  a resi- 
dent of  the  town.  Mr.  Gilman  immediately  built 
a hotel  and  opened  a farm,  which  was,  proba- 
bly, the  first  farm  opened  in  Benton  county. 
Mr.  White  then  erected  a building  in  which  he 
opened  a general  store  in  1850.  Nathan  Myrick, 
now  of  St.  Paul,  also  opened  a store  and  bakery 
soon  after.  This  trade  was  almost  exclusively 
with  the  Indians. 

About  this  time  Dr.  Charles  W.  Bonip  opened 
a transportation  business  from  St.  Paul,  via  Watab, 
to  Port  Gaines  and  the  Indian  country,  and  by 
that  means,  regular  mail  communication  was  estab- 
lished. In  1851,  General  Lowry  also  started  a 
trading  post  and  bakery.  Others  soon  followed, 
and  in  1853,  this  was  the  most  important  business 
point  northwest  of  St.  Paul.  The  Post-office  was 
established  during  the  latter  year  and  P.  Lamb 
appointed  Postmaster.  He  was  succeeded  about 
one  year  later,  by  David  Gilman,  who  is  the  pres- 
ent incumbent. 

Watab  village  was  surveyed  and  platted  in 
1854.  The  place  then  contained  about  150  inhab- 
itants. There  were  a number  of  stores,  three 
bakeries,  Post-office,  etc.  Tn  1850,  Place,  Han- 
son, and  Clark  built  a steam  saw-mill  which  was 
run  for  a time,  but  removed  about  1803.  A 
wooden  bridge  was  built  across  the  Mississippi 
river  in  1850,  but  it  blew  down  soon  after,  and 
was  never  rebuilt. 

The  North  Star  Lodge,  Masonic,  was  established 
here  in  1857,  but  subsequently  removed  to  St. 
Cloud. 

As  before  stated,  this  was  the  comity  seat  of 
Benton  county  for  a time,  but  since  its  removal 
to  Sauk  Rapids  the  importance  of  Watab  village 
has  gradually  diminished. 

As  early  as  1853,  there  were  three  farms  opened 
in  the  town.  The  proprietors  were,  David  Gilman, 
Benjamin  Bright,  and  George  Goodhue.  Aside 
from  these,  there  was  vtry  little  agricultural  im- 
provement until  1870,  since  when  the  population 
has  been  steadily  increasing,  numbering,  in  1880, 
131  persons. 


The  township  was  organized  in  1858,  and  em- 
braced, in  addition  to  its  own  territory,  all  of  the 
present  town  of  Gilmanton.  It  was  reduced  to 
its  present  limits  in  1873.  The  first  records  of 
the  town  have  been  lost,  and  but  a partial  list  of 
the  first  ollieers  can  be  given.  Supervisors,  David 
Gilman,  Chairman,  George  Goodhue,  and  Thomas 
Hardan;  and  Clerk,  R.  Carlisle  Burdick. 

1 In  the  year  1880,  the  products  of  the  town 
were:  wheat,  4,650  bushels;  oats,  1,625  bushels; 
corn,  400  bushels;  potatoes,  480  bushels;  wild 
hay,  355  tons;  wool  48  pounds;  and  butter,  6,850 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

David  Campbell  is  one  of  Minnesota’s  early 
settlers,  having  come  to  Stearns  county  in  1856, 
and  the  following  spring,  to  Watab,  where  lie  has 
resided  ever  since.  He  was  born  in  what  is  now 
the  province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1831.  His  early  days  were  spent  in  farm- 
ing in  his  native  country,  until  1855,  when  lie  re- 
moved to  Ohio,  and  thence,  to  Illinois,  where  lie 
| remained  until  his  final  removal  to  Minnesota. 

| Since  coming  to  Watab,  he  was  engaged  in  log- 
j ging  and  lumbering  on  the  river  for  ten  years,  and 
| afterwards  kept  a hotel  for  some  time,  but  is  now 
exclusively  engaged  on  his  farm,  which  is  prin- 
cipally devoted  to  stock-raising.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  married  in  1864,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Murphy,  of 
Pennsylvania.  Pearl  is  their  only  child. 

Joseph  Campbell  is  also  a native  of  Ontario, 
and  was  born  on  the  17th  of  October,  1832.  His 
early  life  in  his  native  country,  was  spent  in  lum- 
bering and  hotel  business  until  1866,  when  he  came 
to  Watab,  Minnesota,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  Mr.  Campbell  has  held 
the  office  of  Town  Clerk  for  six  years.  He  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  1864,  with  Mary  Lake,  who 
is  also  a native  of  Canada. 

Hon.  David  Gilman,  for  thirty-three  years  a 
resident  of  Minnesota,  thirty-two  of  which  have 
been  spent  in  Watab,  was  born  in  Saratoga  county, 
New  York,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1812.  When  the 
i subject  of  our  sketch  was  but  six  months  old,  the 
family  removed  to  Orange  county,  Vermont,  where 
ho  grew  to  manhood.  In  1836,  he  went  to  Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan,  where  he  dealt  in  horses,  and 
kept  a livery  stable.  He  was  the  first  City  Mar- 
shall there,  holding  the  office  for  six  years,  and 
was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  fire 
company.  In  1848,  ho  entered  the  employ  of  the 
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STEARNS  COUNTY. 


American  Fur  Company,  and  came  to  Minnesota, 
locating  hit)  family  at  Mciulota.  In  1841),  lie  re- 
moved to  Wntab,  and  has  resided  here  over  since. 
In  the  same  year,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Ram- 
sey,  Hheriir  of  Benton  county,  and  soon  after, 
elected  to  the  same  ollice,  which  he  held  for  four 
years.  He  has  been  County  Commissioner  a num- 
ber of  terms,  and  Chairman  of  the  Board  several 
years.  He  represented  his  district  in  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature  in  1850,  and  was  also  a member 
of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  1857,  where 
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he  was  noted  for  his  strong  advocacy  of  a proper 
recognition  of  the  school  interests  of  Minnesota. 
He  was  appointed  Post-master  at  Watab,  in  1853, 
and  now  holds  the  oflice,  although  others  have 
tilled  the  position  a portion  of  the  time  during 
those  years.  The  house  in  which  Mr.  Gilman  re- 
sides, was  the  old  Watab  Indian  trading  post.  He 
was  married  in  September,  1814,  to  Nancy  W. 
Lamb,  of  Woodstock,  Vermont.  They  have  had 
live  children,  four  of  whom  are  living;  Ellen  It., 
Sarah  B.,  John  D.  L.,  and  Frances  E. 


STEARNS  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  LX  XXV. 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION FIBST  SETTLERS ORGANI- 
ZATION— LAND  OFFICE — FIRST  COURT GRASSHOP- 

PERS— FORTS. 

Stearns  county  was  organized  in  the  winter  of 
1854-55,  and  derives  its  name  from  the  Hon.  C. 
T.  Stearns,  now  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  but 
then  a member  of  the  Territorial  Council  from  St. 
Anthony  Falls,  and  who  had  made  himself  promi- 
nent in  the  passage  of  the  bill  providing  for  its 
organization. 

The  bill,  as  originally  introduced,  bore  the 
name  of  Stevens  county,  in  honor  of  Governor 
Stevens,  then  prominently  connected  with  the  sur- 
vey of  tho  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and  passed 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  in  that  shape, 
but  in  the  enrollment  of  the  bill,  the  change  oc- 
curred from  Stevens  to  Stearns,  and  when  discov- 
ered, it  was  concluded  best  to  let  the  matter  stand, 
as  the  name  was  still  in  the  line  of  honorable  men- 
tion, and  Mr.  Stearns  well  entitled  to  public  recog- 
nition in  this  way. 

Tho  geographical  position  of  the  county  is  a 
little  south  of  the  center  of  the  State,  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  about  seventy 
miles  northwest  of  St.  Paul. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Morrison  and 
Todd  counties,  on  tho  cast,  by  the  Mississippi 


river,  which  separates  it  from  Benton  and  Sher- 
burne counties,  on  the  south  by  Wright,  Meeker, 
and  Kandiyohi  counties,  and  on  the  west  by  Doug- 
las and  Pope  counties.  It  contains  an  area  of 
1,53(5  square  miles,  or  983,040  acres,  of  which,  in 
1880,  about  104,934  were  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  is  beautifully  diversified  with  groves 
of  timber,  lakes,  streams,  meadows,  and  gently 
rolling  prairie. 

The  county  is  abundantly  supplied  with  timber, 
the  principal  varieties  being  oak,  maple,  ash,  elm, 
basswood,  and  tamarack.  There  are  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  the  larger  lakes,  the  most  im- 
portant being  Sank,  Birch  Bark,  Grand,  Koronis, 
Rice,  and  Pearl  lakes,  which  arc  beautiful  sheets 
of  water. 

The  principal  rivers  are  the  Sauk,  which  mean- 
ders through  the  central  part,  and  the  North  Fork 
of  Grow  river,  which  passes  through  the  southwest 
portion  of  the  county.  The  Mississippi  passes 
along  the  entire  eastern  boundary,  and  furnishes 
unsurpassed  facilities  for  obtaining  pine  lumber 
from  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  the  Clear- 
water river  forms  the  southeastern  boundary  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  twenty  miles,  furnishing  a good 
water-power  at  Clearwater. 

There  are  also  a number  of  good  water-powers 
in  others  portions  of  the  county,  which  are  fully 
described  in  the  local  chapters  which  follow  this. 
A full  description  of  the  soil  and  physical  features 
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of  each  township  are  also  given  in  the  following 
chapters. 

The  first  white  man  to  reside  for  any  length  of 
time  in  Stearns  county,  was  Gen.  S.  B.  Lowry, 
who  established  an  Indian  trading  post,  called 
Winnebago,  in  the  present  town  of  Brockway, 
about  1849.  An  Indian  blacksmith,  named  Fos- 
ter, also  lived  at  the  post. 

A man,  named  Lauderdale,  established  a trad- 
ing post  about  the  same  time  at  the  mouth  of 
Sauk  river.  He  only  remained  a short  time,  how- 
ever, and  moved  to  Minneapolis,  where  he  now  re- 
sides. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The  act  of  the  Legislature  providing  for  the 
organization  of  Stearns  county,  was  approved  on 
the  4tli  of  March,  1855,  and  the  counties  of  Todd, 
Davis  and  Cass,  annexed  for  judicial  purposes. 

On  the  9th  of  April  following,  the  first  Board 
of  County  Commissioners  met  at  St.  Cloud.  The 
members  of  the  board  were,  John  L.  Wilson,  David 
T.  Wood,  and  John  Ferscliweiler.  Charles  Ketch- 
urn  was  clerk  of  the  board,  and  also  Register  of 
Deeds.  The  other  county  officers  were:  Judge  of 
Probate,  N.  N.  Smith;  Sheriff,  L.  B.  Ilammoml; 
Treasurer  and  Surveyor,  Robert  B.  Blake;  and  As- 
sessor, Harvey  Wiltzlieimer. 

The  United  States  Land  Office  was  established 
at  Sauk  Rapids,  Benton  county,  in  August,  1853, 
with  George  W.  Sweet  as  Register,  and  William 
H.  Wood,  Receiver.  On  the  1st  of  June,  1857, 
Mr.  Sweet  was  succeeded  by  W.  A.  Carruthers, 
and  in  May  following  the  office  was  removed  to  St. 
Cloud,  where  it  still  remains.  In  May,  1801,  T. 
C.  McClure  became  Register,  and  he  was  succeeded 
by  Henry  C.  Waite,  in  May,  1805.  The  office  has 
since'  been  occupied  by  II.  L.  Gordon,  J.  V.  Brow- 
er, and  the  present  incumbent,  D.  H.  Freeman,  who 
assumed  the  duties  on  the  14th  of  April,  1879. 
Mr.  Wood’s  successors  in  the  Receiver’s  office  have 
been,  S.  B.  Hays,  C.  A.  Gilman,  W.  B.  Mitchell, 
H.  C.  Burbank,  Ole  Peterson,  and  the  present 
officer,  W.  B.  Mitchell,  who  is  serving  his  second 
term.  • 

The  first  United  States  District  Court  was  held 
on  the  fourth  Monday  in  June,  1855,  by  Judge 
Moses  Sherburne,  in  a building  erected  by  Joseph 
Edelbroek. 

The  first  court  under  the  State  organization  was 
hold  by  Judge  E.  O.  Hamlin. 

Jn  1893,  the  Court  House  was  built.  It  is  a sub- 


stantial brick  building,  erected  at  a cost  of  20,- 
000.00.  Expensive  additions  have  since  been 
made,  including  the  county  jail,  which  was  built 
in  1869,  at  a cost  of  $10,000.00. 

GitASHiroreKitH — In  the  fall  of  1856,  grasshop- 
pers came  in  a cloud  and  settled  down  on  this  and 
adjoining  counties,  destroying  the  greater  portion 
of  the  crops.  They  deposited  their  larvae  and 
died.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1857,  the  young  brood 
came  out,  and  made  such  havoc  that  serious  fears 
of  famine  were  entertained  by  a large  portion  of 
the  people.  They  left,  however,  in  July,  and  many 
of  the. late  crops  survived,  so  that,  with  the  full 
crops  of  certain  localities  where  they  did  not  ap- 
pear, there  was  a large  amount  of  food.  But  in 
autumn,  it  became  a question  whether,  with  what 
the  people  had  the  means  of  purchasing  from  be- 
low, there  was  enough  for  winter  consumption. 
The  German  settlers  were  generally  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  supply  would  be  inadequate,  and  com- 
missioners were  sent  to  Dubuque  to  solicit  contri- 
butions. This,  however,  sremed  unnecessary,  as 
there  was  no  suffering,  and  the  following  market 
quotations  on  the  20th  of  May  following,  would 
rather  indicate  an  abundance  than  a scarcity:  po- 
tatoes, 25  cents  per  bushel;  corn,  $1.00  per  bushel; 
wheat,  $1.25  per  bushel;  and  oats,  80  cents  per 
bushel.  But,  many  settlers  were  deterred  from 
coming  that  spring,  on  account  of  the  previous 
famine  reports. 

During  the  Indian  war  of  1862,  a Quartermas- 
ter’s department  was  established  at  St.  Cloud,  a 
fort  erected  at  Upper  Town,  and  another  at  Lower 
Town,  and  this  became  a general  distributing 
point  for  northwestern  Minnesota. 

Stearns  county  is  mostly  settled  by  Germans, 
the  first  representatives  of  this  nationality  coming 
here  by  the  advice  of  Father  l’ierz,  who  wrote 
glowing  descriptions  of  the  beauties  and  advan- 
tages of  this  section,  and  especially  of  the  Sauk 
Valley,  to  his  eastern  friends.  The  Benedictine 
Fathers  wore  among  the  “ advance  guard,”  and  to 
their  efforts  are  due,  to  a very  great  extent,  the 
present  prosperous  condition  of  the  county  and 
the  thrift  and  energy  of  its  German-American  cit- 
izens. In  view  of  the  above  facts,  it  is  not  deemed 
out  of  place  to  here  present  a brief  chapter,  kindly 
furnished  by  the  President  of  St.  John’s  College, 
and  devoted  to  a review  of  the  labors  of  the  Ben- 
edictines during  their  first  twenty  five  years  in 
northern  Minnesota. 
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CHAPTER  LXXXVI. 

THE  BENEDICTINES. 

Tho  monks  of  t lio  Order  of  St.  bonodiet  did  j >i< >- 
neer  work  in  the  territory  and  state  of  Minnesota 
which  entitles  them  to  a place  in  tlie  history  of 
L’etoile  dn  Nord.  Of  this  Order  a contemporary 
writes ;*  “The  Benedictines  owe  their  origin  to 
Kt.  Benedict,  who  was  born  at  Nursia,  in  Italy,  in 
the  year  480.  He  was  sent  to  Borne  when  very 
young,  and  there  received  the  first  part  of  his  ed- 
ucation. At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  retired  to  the 
neighboring  mountains,  with  his  sister,  St.  Schol- 
astics, and  her  nurse,  and  shortly  after,  secluded 
himself  in  a cavern  at  Subjaco,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  Rome,  his  place  of  retirement  being  known  for 
a long  time  only  to  his  friend,  St.  Romanus,  the  her- 
mit, who  supplied  him  daily  with  food,  let  down  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  a rope.  When  tho  Lord  had 
prepared  him  sufficiently  by  self-knowledge,  temp- 
tation, prayer,  and  abundant  grace  for  his  public 
ministry,  he  gathered  around  him  a number  of 
disciples,  and  in  a short  time  built  twelve  monas- 
teries, of  which  two  still  exist,  and  have  ever  been 
inhabited  by  his  spiritual  children.  About  the 
year  528,  he  withdrew  to  Monte  Cassino,  where 
idolatry  was  still  practiced  in  a temple  of  Apollo. 
Having  converted  the  pagans  to  the  Catholic  faith, 
he  broke  the  statue  of  the  false  God,  overthrew 
his  altar,  and  raised  two  oratories  on  tho  moun- 
tain. Here  he  also  founded  a monastery,  which 
became  the  most  famous  in  the  world,  and  per- 
fected the  rule  of  that  celebrated  Order  which  has 
existed  longer,  and  more  splendidly  nourished  than 
any  other,  and  has  given  more  writers,  Popes,  and 
Saints  of  every  kind  to  the  Church  than  all  other 
orders  together,  and  has  done  more  to  reclaim 
Europe  from  barbarism,  and  to  advance  and  per- 
fect, Christian  civilization  than  has  ever  been  ac- 
knowledged, and  perhaps,  than  can  possibly  be 
imagined.” 

Having  briefly  noted  the  origin  and  work  of  the 
Order  in  the  Eastern  Hemisphere,  a few  lines  aboht 
its  establishment  on  this  continent  are  in  place. 

When  Columbus,  in  141)3,  made  his  second  voy- 
age to  the  newly  discovered  world,  he  was  accom- 
panied by  thirteen  members  of  the  Benedictine 
Order,  with  Rev.  Dorn,  boil  as  their  leader;  these 

(♦Catholic  Family  Almanac  fnrlHH‘2,  imj>e  !I7.) 


landed  on  Montserrat,  one  of  the  West  India 
islands,  to  commence  in  the  New  World  the  great 
work  which  the  order  had  so  successfully  accom- 
plished in  the  Old,— the  education  and  civilization 
of  peoples  and  nations. 

In  181G,  lit.  Rev.  Abbot  Boniface  Wimmer,  with 
a second  colony  of  Benedictines,  crossed  tho  At- 
lantic, settled  in  Pennsylvania,  and  founded  a col- 
lege whose  fame  has  grown  with  its  years.  Abbot 
Wimmer,  at  the  request  of  Mgr.  Joseph  Cretin, 
late  Bishop  of  St.  Paul,  sent  him  three  Benedic- 
tines, Very  Rev.  Demetrius  Morogna,  Rev.  Corne- 
lius Wittman,  and  the  Rev.  Bruno  Riss,  who 
arrived  in  St.  Paul  May  2d,  185G.  Two  weeks 
after  their  arrival,  the  two  last  named  reverend 
gentlemen  were  ordained  priests  by  the  Bishop  of 
St.  Paul;  this  was  the  first  ordination  in  the  State. 
From  St.  Paul  the  Benedictines  went  to  Stearns 
county,  the  former  home  of  the  Winnebagoes,  and 
arrived  in  St.  Cloud,  May  21st,  185G.  At  that 
time  this  northern  country  was  sparsely  set- 
tled, few  Catholics  had  ventured  to  the  fron- 
tier, and  these  seldom  chanced  to  see  a priest. 
Father  Franz  X.  Pierz,  Chippewa  missionary, 
stationed  at  Crow  Wing,  was  the  only  priest 
then  in  northern  Minnesota.  He  occasionally  vis- 
ited Benton  and  Stearns  counties,  but  the  Catholic 
population  increased  rapidly,  the  field  was  large, 
and  he  could  not  minister  to  all.  The  arrival  of 
the  sons  of  St.  Benedict  gave  the  missionary  joy; 
he  transferred  to  their  care  the  little  log  chapel 
recently  erected  at  Sauk  Rapids,  in  which  the  Ben- 
edictines officiated  for  many  years. 

Catholic  migration  tended  chiefly  west  of  tho 
Mississippi,  and  thither  the  shepherds  followed  the 
llock;  they  too  settled  in  Stearns  county,  on  the 
so-called  Rothkopf’s  claim  about  two  and  a half 
miles  south  of  St  Cloud.  Here  the  Fathers  built 
a monastery  in  the  fall  of  185G,  of  which  Father 
Demetrius  Morogna  was  tho  first  prior.  From  this 
retreat  they  attended  congregations  in  St.  Cloud, 
St.  Augusta,  St.  Wendel,  and  St.  Joseph,  in  Stearns 
county,  and  Sauk  Rapids,  and  the  Irish  settlement 
at  Brennan’s  place,  in  Benton  county. 

All  seemed  progressing  favorably,  when  trouble 
arose  in  an  unexpected  quarter.  George  F.  Brott 
laid  claim  to  the  premises  of  William  and  Louis 
Rothkopf — the  land  on  which  the  monastery  stood 
— and  began  to  urge  his  claim  at  Washington,  be- 
tween St.  Paul  and  St.  Cloud,  Brott  had  the  mail 
contract  which  entitled  him  to  select  certain  lands 
not  yet  occupied.  To  the  above  promises,  though 
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occupied  long  before  lie  got  the  contract,  Brott 
took  a particular  fancy,  .and  continued  his  efforts 
to  get  possession  of  them  until  he  met  a certain 
Caleb  B.  Smith,  at  Washington,  who  had  power, 
and  April  25,  1H(!2,  kindly  acceded  to  Ihott’H  ile- 
wigiiH.  Of  the  three  hundred  and  twenty  uc.rcA, 
only  seventy-five  were  conceded  to  the  ltothkopfs, 
and  through  them  to  the  Benedictine  Order. 

In  the  fall  of  185G,  the  first  school  in  Stearns 
comity  was  opened  at  St.  Cloud,  in  an  unpreten- 
tious frame  building,  by  Father  Cornelius  Witt- 
imm.  The  school  was  numerously  attended,  but 
to  found  a college  was  the  aim  of  the  Benedictines. 
To  forward  this  project,  Hon.  John  L.  Wilson  pro- 
cured a charter  from  the  legislature,  March  6tli, 
1857,  and,  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  St.  John’s  col- 
lege commenced  its  curriculum  with  six  pupils. 
An  humble  beginning!  On  February  6th,  1861, 
an  amendment  was  made  to  the  charter,  enabling 
the  Order  to  locate  the  college  any  where  in  Stearns 
county.  The  “ Indian  Bush”  was  deemed  a suitable 
place.  Thither  the  college  was  moved,  and  in 
1867,  permanently  established  on  its  present  site. 
Since  then  it  has  had  a yearly  average  attendance 
of  about  one  hundred  pupils  pursuing  either  com- 
mercial, scientific,  classical,  or  ecclesiastical  studies. 

From  1856,  to  1867,  the  Benedictine  Order  in 
Minnesota  numbered  the  following  Fathers  and 
Lay-brothers : 

FATHERS. 

Rev.  Benedict  Haiudl,  Prior. 

Rev.  Demetrius  Morogna,  Vicar  General,  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota. 

Rev.  Clemens  Staub,  Rector,  St.  Paul  Minnesota. 

Rev-  Othmar  Wirz,  Assistant,  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Wittman,  Rector,  Richmond, 
Minnesota. 

Rev.  Anschar  Frauendorfer,  Missionary,  Rich- 
mond, Minnesota. 

Rev.  George  Scherer,  Rector,  Shakopee,  Min- 
nesota. 

Rev.  Meinulpli  Stricken  kemper,  Rector,  St. 
Cloud,  Minnesota. 

Rev.  Anton  Capsar,  Missionary,  St.  Cloud,  Min- 
nesota. 

Rev.  Joseph  Vill,  Missionary,  St.  Cloud,  Min- 
nesota, 

Rev.  Wolfgang  Northman,  Rector,  St.  Joseph, 
Minnesota. 

Rev.  Valentine  Stimmler,  Monastery,  Minnesota. 


IjAY  brothers. 

Bro.  Wolfgang  Beck. 

Bro.  Thaddeus  Herrmann. 

Pro.  VineontiuH  Hermann. 

Bro.  I h iiiricli  I )urr. 

Bro.  Maurus  WesterwellhauH. 

Bro.  l’lacidus  Brixius. 

Bro.  Clemens  Wirz. 

MISSIONARY  WORK  OF  THE  BENEDICTINE  PRIORY 

from  1856,  to  1867. 

' During  this  period  the  Benedictine  order  had 
done  missionary  and  pioneer  work  in  the  following 
thirteen’  counties  of  the  State,  and  had  erected 
churches  and  parochial  schools  in  most  of  the 
forty-one  cities  or  towns  here  mentioned : 

Stearns  county, — St.  Cloud,  St.  Augusta,  St. 
Wendel,  St.  Joseph,  St.  Jacob,  St.  Nicholas, 
Richmond,  St.  Martin,  Spring  Hill,  Lake 
Henry,  Lake  George,  Meier’s  Grove,  New 
Munich. 

Benton  county,—  Sauk  Rapids,  Brennan’s  Place. 
Sherburne  county, — Clear  Lake. 

Wright  county, — St.  Michael,  St.  Walburga,  Clear- 
water, Waverly. 

Meeker  county, — Forest  City. 

Ramsey  county, — St.  Paul,  St.  Anthony. 

Hennepin  county, — Crystal  Lake,  Medicine  Lake. 
Winona  county, — Winona. 

Scott  county, — Shakopee,  Jordan,  Belle  Plaine, 
St.  Benedict,  St.  Scliolastica,  Cedar  Lake. 

Le  Sueur  county,  -St.  Thomas,  in  Derrynano,  St. 
Henry,  St.  Scliolastica,  in  Heidelberg,  St. 
Cunegunda,  in  Cleveland. 

Sibley  county,-  St.  John. 

Carver  county,— Chaska,  Waconia,  Benton. 
McLeod  county,  Glencoe. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1866,  Rev.  Rupert 
Seidenbush,  then  Prior  of  St.  Vincent's  Monas- 
tery, Pennsylvania,  was  unanimously  chosen  Abbot 
by  the  capitularies  of  the  new  Monastery;  the 
Bulls  confirming  the  choice  were  issued  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1867,  and  on  the  30th  of  May 
following,  he  received  at  St.  Vincent’s,  the  abba- 
tial  benediction,  and  the  insignia  of  his  ollio.! 
from  the  hands  of  Bishop  Carroll,  of  Covington, 
Kentucky.  Abbott  Seidenbush  arrived  in  Minne- 
sota, June  13th,  1867,  to  labor  in  a new  field. 
He  found  his  monks  in  a stone  building,  50x65, 
which  had  been  completed  the  spring  before  his 
arrival.  After  a short  stay,  the  Abbot  went  to 
Germany  to  collect  funds,  and  to  procure  mem- 
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bora  for  the  Order.  He  returned  in  the  following 
year  and  commenced  to  make  improvements.  Dur- 
ing the  eight  years  of  his  administration,  three 
brick  buildings  were  added  to  the  Monastery 
which  now  presents  a frontage  of  three-  hundred 
and  ten  feet;  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  the 
Benedictines  of  St.  Louis  abbey  were  twenty-six 
priests,  sixteen  clerics  and  novices,  and  twenty 
lay  brothers;  the  missions  in  charge  of  the  Bene- 
dictines prospered  likewise,  eleven  new  churches 
and  several  parsonages  were  erected,  and  the  col- 
lege, in  18G9,  received  power  by  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  confer  University  degrees. 

In  1875,  the  Holy  See  erected  Northern  Minne- 
sota into  a Vicariate  Apostolic,  and  appointed  Rt. 
Rev.  Abbot  Seidenbusli,  Bishop  of  Halya,  i.  p.  i., 
and  First  Vicar  of  the  Vicariate.  The  Bishop 
elect  resigned  his  position  as  Abbot  into  the  hands 
of  the  Chapter  of  the  Abbey,  which  then  elected 
Rev.  'Ilex ins  Edel brock,  Vicar  of  the  Chapter, 
and  Rev.  Cornelius  Wittman,  Administrator.  The 
Bishop  was  consecrated  on  the  30th  of  May,  1875, 
and  since  resides  in  St.  Cloud. 

Another  Chapter  convened  on  the  second  of  the 
following  June,  elected  Rev.  Alexius  Edelbrock, 
Abbot;  the  election  was  continued  by  the  Holy 
Ste,  and  the  solemn  benediction  was  conferred 
October  24tli,  1875,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Seiden- 
busli. 

The  new  Abbot  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his 
office  no  stranger  to  its  difficulties,  for  he  had 
been  Prior  of  his  Monastery,  and  President  of  the 
College  under  the  former  administration,  nor  afraid 
of  its  burdens,  for  he  relied  upon  God. 

The  wise  and  energetic  administration  of  Abbot 
Alexius  is  marked  by  the  progress  the  Abbey  has 
made  . during  the  past  six  years.  The  Abbot’s 
first  care  was  to  learn  the  spiritual  and  temporal 
condition  of  the  parishes  administered  by  Bene- 
dictine priests,  and  to  put  them  all  in  good  order. 
For  this  purpose,  through  many  privations  and 
much  hardship,  ho  visited  each  parish,  and  made 
such  regulations  as  wisdom  and  prudence  sug- 
gested. Ho  next  directed  his  efforts  to  accumu- 
late means  to  liquidate  the  large  debt  of  $20,500, 
which  the  Monastery  had  contracted  during  the 
past  years;  in  this  undertaking  he  succeeded,  and 
paid  the  debt.  A church  was  a deeply  felt  need. 
The  community  was  growing,  the  college  was 
large  and  increasing,  a congregation  was  growing 
around  the  Monastery,  but  as  yet  a miserable  ex- 
cuse for  a Chapel  was  the  only  place  set  apart 


for  divine  worship.  In  May,  1879,  a new  church 
was  begun,  and  in  the  following  September,  the 
basement  being  finished,  the  corner-stone  was 
laid.  The  edifice  is  brick,  140x04,  built  in  the 
Roman  style  of  architecture,  ornamented  with 
stained  glass  windows  of  artistic  design,  and  two 
spires,  each  150  feet  high.  The  building  is  under 
roof,  the  towers  complete,  and  the  interior  will  be 
finished  next  year. 

Many  minor  improvements,  workshops,  hydrau- 
lic works,  steam  laundry,  and  many  other  useful 
buildings  conducive  to  the  success  of  the  Monas- 
tery, and  to  the  comforts  of  its  occupants,  we 
leave  without  mention. 

The  college  is  the  object  of  the  Abbot’s  special 
care.  He  retains  the  presidency  in  his  own  hands, 
and  spares  no  effort  to  increase  the  number  and 
efficiency  of  the  professional  staff.  Such  has 
been  his  success  that  St.  John’s  College  pursues  a 
curriculum  that  is  surpassed  by  but  few  colleges 
in  the  Union.  The  public  recognize  the  excel- 
lence of  the  institution,  as  is  manifest  by  the 
number  of  youths  attending  the  different  depart- 
ments to  prepare  for  the  various  avocations  of  life. 
As  a mark  of  his  approval  and  an  incentive  to 
further  effort,  the  late  Roman  Pontiff,  Pius  IX,  of 
happy  memory,  gave  St.  John’s  College  power  to 
confer  degrees  in  Philosophy  and  in  Divinity;  the 
present  Pope,  Leo  XIII,  confirmed  the  grant  of 
his  predecessor. 

In  the  interest  of  the  Monastery,  the  Abbot  has 
twice  visited  Europe  and  the  Holy  See.  On  each 
occasion  he  found  friends  who  tendered  him  sub- 
stantial assistance  to  execute  his  plans.  The  Mon- 
astery has  therefore  been  enabled,  with  its  other 
works,  to  accept  the  charge  of  a mission  on  the 
White  Earth  Indian  reservation,  and,  since  1878, 
to  erect  a large  church  and  priory,  as  well  as  to 
provide  ample  school  accommodations  for  the 
young  Indians.  The  new  buildings  on  the  reser- 
vation are  frame,  brick  veneered,  and  resting  on 
stone  foundations.  Besides  the  Indian  mission, 
seven  others  have  been  taken  in  charge,  fourteen 
new  churches  have  been  built  and  eight  parson- 
ages. 

In  1880,  the  name  of  tho  Monastery,  St.  Louis 
on  the  Lake,  was  changed  to  correspond  with  the 
name  of  the  college.  The  institution  will  be 
known  in  the  future  as  St.  John’s  Abbey. 

Tho  present  statistics  of  t he  Monastery  show 
42  priests,  11  clerics,  5 novices,  and  39  lay  broth- 
ers; the  Benedictine  priests  attend  21  rectories 
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and  16  mission  stations.  The  following  catalogue 
exhibits  the  personnel  of  the  Abbey,  with  the 
location  and  occupation  of  each: 

FATHERS. 

lit.  Itev.  Alexius  Edelbrock,  O.  S.  B.,  Abbot 
St.  John’s  Abbey. 

Very  Itev.  Norbert  Hofbauer,  O.  S.  B.,  Prior, 
St.  John’s  Abbey. 

Adm.  Itev.  Peter  Engel,  O.  S.  B.,  Ph.  D.,  Sub- 
Prior,  St.  John’s  Abbey, 

Rev.  Benedict  Haindl,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Cold 
Spring,  Minn. 

Rev.  Clemens  Staub,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St. 
Joseph,  Minn. 

Rev.  Cornelius  Wittmann,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Has- 
tings, Minn. 

Rev.  Anschar  Frauendorfer,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St. 
Augusta,  Minn. 

Rev.  George  Scherer,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  Richmond, 
Minn. 

Rev.  Meinulpli  Stuckenkemper,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector, 
Meier’s  Grove,  Minn. 

Rev.  Antony  Capser,  O.  S.  B.,  Prefect  and  Prof., 
St.  John’s  College. 

Rev.  Joseph  Vill,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St.  Nicholas, 
Minn. 

Rev.  Valentine  Stimmler,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  As- 
sumption Church,  St.  Paul. 

Rev.  Ulric  Northmann,  O.  S.  B.,  Vice-Pres’t.,  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Boniface  Moll,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  Hastings, 
Minn. 

Rev.  Simplicius  Wimmer,  O.  S.  B.,  I’rof..  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alphonse  Kuisle,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  Assump- 
tion Church,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Rev.  Vincent  Soliillrer,  G.  S.  II.,  Rector,  St. 
Stephen  and  Krain,  Minn. 

Itev.  Bernard  Locnikar,  Q.  S.  B.,  D.  D.,  Ass’t., 
Assumption  Church,  St.  Paul,  Minn. 

Rev.  Louis  Salzeder,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St.  Jos- 
eph’s Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Rev.  Bartholomew  Rajgolj,  ().  S.  B.,  ltoctor,  St. 
Boniface  Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn.  , 

Rev.  Meinra  Leuthard,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Melrose, 
Minn. 

Rev.  Francis  X.  Merslnnan,  O.  S.  B.,  D.  1)., 
Prof.  St.  John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  I’aneratius  Maehren,  ().  S.  B.,  Rector,  Lux- 
embiirg,  M inn. 

Rev.  Paul  llcttonmnior,  ().  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  St.  Cloml, 
Minn. 


Rev.  Aloysius  Hermanutz,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector, 
White  Earth,  Minn. 

Rev.  Ignatius  Wessaling,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Rich 
Prairie,  Minn. 

Rev.  Maurus  Bader,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  St.  Joseph’s 
Church,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Rev.  Stanislaus  Preisser,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof,  and 
Rector,  Collegeville,  Minn. 

Rev.  Leo  Winter,  O.  S.  B.,  Prefect  and  Prof., 
St.  John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Gregory  Steil,  O.  S.  B.,  St.  John’s  Abbey. 

Rev.  William  Eversmann,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  St. 
Paul,  Minn. 

Rev.  Willibrord  Maliowald,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector, 
Stillwater,  Minn. 

Rev.  Severin  Gross,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St,  Cloud, 
Minn. 

Rev.  Ludger  Ehrens,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  St,  Mar- 
tin, Minn. 

Ilev.  Bede  Northmann,  O.S.B.,  Ass’t.,  St.  Joseph 
Minn. 

Rev.  Othmar  Erren,  O.  S.  E.,  Prof,  and  Rector, 
St.  James,  Minn. 

Rev.  Ambrose  Lethert,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Spring 
Hill,  Minn, 

Rev.  Edward  Ginther,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Bis- 
marck, D.  T. 

Rev.  Anselm  Sauthner,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector,  Rich- 
mond, Minn. 

Rev.  I ldeplionse  Molitor,  O.  S.  B.,  Ass’t.,  St. 
Joseph,  Minn. 

Rev.  Xavier  White,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Augustine  Brockmeyer,  O.  S.  B.,  Rector, 
New  Munich,  Minn. 

CLERK'S. 

Rev.  John  Kntzner,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Martin  Schmitt,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alfred  Mayer,  O.  S.  13.,  Prof.,  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Jerome  Heider,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Thomas  Borgerding,  ().  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Conrad  Glatzmaier,  O.  S.  B.,  I’rof.,  St 
John’s  College,  Minn. 

Bev.  Urban  Fischer,  ().  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St.  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  PlaeidiiH  Wingerter,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 
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Rev.  Wolfgang  Steinkogler,  0.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Alexius  Hoffmann,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St  John’s 
College,  Minn. 

Rev.  Chrysostom  Selireiner,  O.  S.  B.,  Prof.,  St. 
John’s  College,  Minn. 


CITY  OF  ST.  CLOUD. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVII. 

EARLY  BEGINNINGS WINNEBAGO  INDIANS RED 

RIVER  CARTS ORGANIZATION — MANUFACTURING 

NEWSPAPERS CHURCHES— SOCIETIES— SCHOOLS 

- — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

St.  Cloud,  the  county  seat  of  Stearns  county, 
lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  on 
the  line  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  and  Mani- 
toba railroad,  and  about  seventy-five  miles  above 
St.  Paul. 

It  is  built  on  a plateau,  elevated  about  seventy 
feet  above  high  water  mark,  and  intersected 
by  two  ravines,  known  as  the  North  and  South 
Ravines,  which  run  from  the  west  to  the  river^ 
about  half  a mile  apart.  At  the  head  of  the  South 
Ravine  there  is  a small  lake,  containing  about  fifty 
acres,  known  as  Lake  George.  This  lake  lies  a 
little  back  of  the  center  of  the  city,  and  by  the 
expenditure  of  a few  thousand  dollars,  might  be 
converted  into  a very  pleasant  resort.  Since  the 
first  attempt  to  reclaim  this  spot  from  its  pristine 
wildness  in  1852,  the  growth  has  been  steady,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  a thrifty  and  energetic  class, 
who  have  made  St.  Cloud  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  substantial  business  points  in  this  section 
of  the  State.  The  population,  according  to  the 
census  of  1880,  had  grown  to  2,464,  a large  major- 
ity of  whom  are  German. 

Early  Beginnings. — The  first  white  man  to  lay 
claim  to  the  land  on  which  the  city  of  St.  Cloud 
now  stands,  was  Ole  Bergeson,  a native  of  Nor- 
way. He  had  been  out  with  a Government  Pur- 
veying party  during  the  summer  of  1852,  and 
after  his  return,  in  the  fall,  ho  located  a claim 
here,  and  built  a log  cabin. 

During  the  winter  he  prepared  a largo  number 
of  fence  rails,  preparatory  to  inclosing  his  farm. 
General  S.  B.  Lowry,  who  had,  for  a number  of 
years,  conducted  an  Indian  trading  post  above 


Sauk  Rapids,  made  a claim  adjoining  Bergeson 
on  the  north,  also  in  the  fall  or  winter  of  1852. 
The  following  year,  he  took  down  the  log  house, 
which  composed  his  dwelling  and  store  at  the  post 
above,  and  floated  it  down  the  river  to  his  new 
claim, where  it  was  rebuilt  as  a permanent  dwelling. 

On  the  lbth  of  July,  1853,  John  L.  Wilson,  who 
is  now  a resident  of  St.  Cloud,  purchased  Berge- 
son’s  claim,  including  the  rails  prepared  by  him, 
and  at  once  proceeded  to  enclose  what  lie  sup- 
posed to  be  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
land,  a portion  of  which  is  where  the  business 
center  of  St.  Cloud  now  stands.  Having  thus  se- 
cured his  possession,  he  went  up  the  river  to  Lit- 
tle Falls,  and  was  engaged  in  mill-building  until 
the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  returned  to  his 
claim.  A boundary  line  was  then  established 
between  the  claims  of  Wilson  and  Lowry,  which 
ran  east  and  west,  and  started  at  the  river  a short 
distance  north  of  the  North  Ravine.  General 
Lowry  then  engaged  Mr.  Wilson  to  survey  and 
plat  a portion  of  his  claim,  which  was  named,  by 
Judge  Meeker,  Arcadia.  This  plat,  however,  was 
never  recorded,  and  the  name  was  soon  forgotten; 
it  is  now  called  Lowry’s  addition  to  St.  Cloud. 

The  same  season,  Mr.  Wilson  surveyed  and 
platted  a portion  of  his  claim,  and  named  it  St. 
Cloud.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  present 
thriving  and  beautiful  city,  named  at  the  head  of 
this  article. 

Both  Lowry  and  Wilson  were  troubled  for  some 
time  by  claim-jumpers,  and  in  one  instance,  Mr. 
Lowry  was  compelled  to  pay  a man,  named  Hitch- 
ens, the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  to  quietly  vacate. 
Mr.  Wilson  is  said  to  have  succeeded  equally  well 
by  threats  of  immediate  extermination  to  all  in- 
vaders. 

General  Lowry  claimed  his  land  under  a con- 
tract with  the  United  States  Government  for  car- 
rying the  mails.  This  claim  was,  however,  set 
aside  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Depart- 
ment on  some  technical  grounds,  but  afterwards 
restored  by  a decision  of  the  Superior  Court. 

During  the  summer  of  1854,  J.  W.  Tenvoorde 
arrived  in  search  of  a location  for  a colony  which 
proposed  emigration  from  Evansville,  Indiana. 
Ho  is  now  a resident  of  the  eity.  In  October, 
1854,  Anton  Edelbrock  came  and  rented  Mr.  Wil- 
son’s house,  in  which  ho  opened  a general  store, 
and  conducted  it  in  that  building  for  a number  of 
years.  Mr.  Edelbrock  brought  his  family  with 
him,  which  was  the  first  in  the  place. 
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At  that  time  all  teams  from  the  East  forded  the 
river  at  the  foot  of  Sauk  Rapids,  about  two  miles 
below  the  fording  place  of  the  “Red  river  carts,” 
which  was  at  the  Russell  trading  post,  near  the 
upper  end  of  the  present  city  of  Sauk  Rapids. 

In  the  spring  of  1855,  Joseph  Edelbroek,  a 
brother  of  Anton,  came  with  his  family  and  built 
a frame  house,  in  which  he  opened  a general  store. 
He  is  now  a prominent  merchant  of  the  city. 

During  that  summer,  Mr.  Tenvoorde,  mention 
of  whom  has  already  been  made,  returned  and 
opened  a general  store. 

In  1853,  James  Keough,  now  a resident  of  St. 
Joseph  township,  came  over  from  Benton  county, 
and  settled  on  the  Sauk  river,  near  where  Hay- 
ward’s mill  recently  stood,  and  was  the  first  settler 
in  the  present  township  of  St.  Cloud. 

He  was  followed  the  next  season  by  John  Ren- 
gel,  Sen.  and  John  Rengel,  Jr.  and  John  Schwartz, 
who  made  claims  adjoining  Wilson  on  the  west, 
also  outside  of  the  city  limits. 

In  the  spring  of  1851,  Martin  Woolley  staked 
out  a claim  to  the  south  of  Mr.  Wilson,  but 
made  no  improvements.  He  soon  afterwards  sold 
it  to  Anton  Edelbroek  and  J.  P.  Wilson  for  three 
hundred  dollars,  and  Edelbroek  subsequently  dis- 
posed of  his  interest  to  his  partner  for  five  hun- 
dred dollars.  A stock  company  of  twelve  men  was 
then  formed,  consisting  of  George  E.  Brott,  J.  P. 
Wilson,  II.  T.  Welles,  J.  C.  Moulton,  II.  C.  Waite, 
John  II.  Taylor,  L.  Cram,  Orrin  Curtis,  George 
W.  Curtis,  Prank  Bisson,  J.  II.  Seymour,  and  C.  T. 
Stearns,  the  stock  consisting  of  twelve  shares  of 
$1,000  each.  This  company  surveyed  and  platted 
the  Woolley  claim,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  St. 
Cloud  City,  but  it  is  now  more  commonly  known 
as  Lower  Town. 

A dissolution  of  partnership  soon  occurred,  and 
the  land  was  divided  into  twelve  lots,  each  stock- 
holder drawing  his  own  property  by  lot. 

A company  was  then  formed,  consisting  of  J.  P. 
Wilson,  George  F.  Brott,  H.  T.  Welles,  and  C.  T. 
Stearns,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a steam  saw- 
mill. The  mill  was  built  in  1855,  and  operated 
until  1858,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  tire.  A coil- 
venient  hotel,  called  the  Stearns  House,  was  also 
erected  the  same  season.  It  served  as  a hostelry 
for  a number  of  years,  but  is  now  used  as  a Home 
for  the  Normal  students. 

After  the  completion  of  this  hotel  and  the  saw- 
mill, the  opinion  became  quite  general  that  this 
would  bo  the  business  center  of  St.  Cloud,  and 


relying  on  that  belief,  a number  of  stores  and 
other  places  of  business  were  established  during 
the  following  two  years.  Among  these  pioneer 
merchants  at  Lower  Town  were,  W.  it  C.  F.  Pow- 
ell, now  well  to  do  merchants  of  this  city,  West  k 
Horine,  afterwards  West  & Mason;  Mr.  West  is  the 
present  Post-master  in  the  city;  Miller  & Swiss- 
helm;  Mr.  Miller  has  since  been  Governor  of  Min- 
nesota, and  died  in  the  summer  of  1881.  Dr.  Silas 
Marlatt,  who  now  keeps  a drug  store  in  this  city; 
General  H.  Z.  Mitchell,  who  is  also  a prominent  mer- 
chant in  St.  Cloud,  Cutter  & Bradley,  N.  N.  Smith, 
Sisson  & Seymour,  and  E.  C.  Smith.  Notwith- 
standing this  array  of  merchandize  at  Lower 
Town,  the  farmers  and  others  seemed  to  have  a 
preference  for  the  more  sightly  location  at  St. 
Cloud,  and  patronized  the  few  stores  there  very 
extensively.  Noticing  this  discrimination,  the 
merchants  began  moving  to  the  more  favored  lo- 
cality, and  during  the  years  of  1859-60-61,  all 
transferred  their  buildings  and  stock  to  St.  Cloud, 
except  a few  who  retired  from  business. 

St.  Cloud  was  the  head  of  navigation,  and 
steamboats  plied  regularly  between  here  and  St. 
Anthony,  and  the  Rid  River  trains  to  and  from 
St.  Paul  also  crossed  the  river  at  this  place,  mak- 
ing it  quite  an  extensive  distributing  point.  Ac- 
cording to  a map  which  appeared  in  the  first  issue 
of  “ The  St.  Cloud  Advertiser,”  in  the  fall  of  1857, 
the  territorial  roads  extended  from  St.  Cloud  in  all 
directions,  as  follows:  On  the  west  side  of  the 
river  down  to  Minneapolis,  and  on  the  cast  side, 
to  St.  Anthony;  in  an  easterly  direction  to  St. 
Croix  Falls,  and  in  a northeasterly  direction  to 
Lake  Superior;  one  on  each  side  of  the  river  to 
Crow  Wing,  one  northwesterly  to  Breckenridge, 
one  southwesterly  to  Fort  Ridgely,  where  it  inter- 
sected with  the  Government  road  from  Minneap- 
olis to  California,  and  one  in  a southerly  direction 
to  Traverse  des  Sioux,  or  St.  Peter. 

The  land  occupied  by  St.  Cloud,  and  the  vicinity 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  was  purchased  from 
the  Sioux  Indians  in  a treaty  made  with  them  by 
the  Hon.  Alexander  Ramsey  and  Luke  Lea,  in 
1852,  and  ratified  by  the  United  States  Senate  the 
same  year.  The  Sioux  had  owned  the  land  from 
1827,  but  had  not  occupied  it,  and  it  was  used  as 
a hunting  ground  by  the  Winnebagoes,  whose 
land  reached  within  four  miles  of  St.  Cloud,  on 
the  north.  The  territory  of  the  latter  was  ceded 
to  the  United  States  by  a treaty  began  with  Com- 
missioner Manypenny,  concluded  at  Washington 
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in  February,  .1855,  anil  ratified  by  the  Senate  on 
the  3d  of  March  following. 

In  May  or  June  of  the  following  year  (185G) 
they  removed  to  their  reservation  on  the  Blue 
Earth  river,  but  not  without  a severe  quarrel  with 
the  white  settlers  residing  at  St.  Cloud. 

Although  the  Indians  removed  from  the  imme- 
diate vicinity,  yet  they  were  frequently  seen  in 
large  numbers,  a few  miles  west  of  here,  for  a 
number  of  years. 

In  May,  18G0,  a fight  took  place  between  the 
Chippeways  and  Sioux,  near  Maine  Prairie;  four 
of  the  Sioux  were  killed,  and  the  Cliippeway 
Chief,  Hole-in-the-Day,  wounded.  Three  of  the 
fallen  braves  were  scalped,  but  the  head  of  the 
fourth  was  cut  oil  and  brought  by  the  triumphant 
Chippeways  to  Sauk  Rapids,  where  Dr.  Simonton, 
of  St.  Cloud,  obtained  it.  It  was  on  exhibition  at 
the  Doctor’s  office  for  several  days. 

One  day,  in  July,  18G0,  the  census  marshal 
rode  into  town  in  great  haste,  claiming  that  he 
had  been  informed  that  the  Indians  had  risen  at  a 
payment  on  the  Minnesota  river,  and  were  massa- 
cring the  settlers.  Before  night,  the  farmers, 
with  their  wives  and  children,  horses  and  cattle, 
came  swarming  into  town  from  all  directions.  The 
St.  Cloud  Guards  turned  out,  and  every  man  in 
town  volunteered  to  go  and  meet  the  Indians. 
But  the  scare  was  without  foundation,  and  the 
next  day  the  settlers  roturned  to  their  homes. 

11  i'i>  Bivnu  Trains.—  As  before  stated,  the  Bed 
Iviver  carts  crossed  the  Mississippi  at  St.  Cloud, 
on  their  way  to  and  from  St.  Paul. 

“The  St.  Cloud  Visiter,”  in  its  issue  of  June 
24,  1858,  thus  graphically  describes  one  of  those 
trains:  “A  Bed  River  train,  of  one  hundred  and 

forty  carts,  camped  on  the  St.  Cloud  prairie  on 
Saturday  .evening  last,  and  on  Sabbath  afternoon, 
proceeded  on  their  journey,  crossing  at  Fowler’s 
ferry.  They  were  en  route  to  St.  Paul  with  pel- 
try. They  had  come  from  Pembina,  and  had 
been  three  weeks  on  the  road.  As  St.  Cloud  is 
the  first  town  on  their  route  eastward,  they,  very 
naturally,  lay  over  on  the  prairie  half  a day,  to 
repair  their  toilets  before  passing  through. 

The  drivers  were  principally  half-breeds,  and 
each  one  displayed  more  or  less  bead-work  and 
bright  colored  sashes.  There  were  several  women 
in  the  train,  each  one  driving  her  own  cart,  and 
it  is  remarkable  that  the  priority,  everywhere 
given  to  their  sex  in  America,  is  apparent  even  in 
the  arrangements  of  these  primitive  travelers. 


The  carts  of  the  women  are  painted  and  have  a 
cover,  with  other  appearances  of  greater  attention 
to  comfort,  than  is  displayed  in  the  carts  appro- 
priated to  the  men.  One  large,  healthy,  good- 
humored  woman  showed  her  maternal  caution,  by 
stopping  her  cart  opposite  our  door,  before  com- 
ing to  the  steep  bluff  leading  down  to  the  river, 
and  taking  out  her  little,  almost  white  baby,  to 
carry  it  in  her  arms,  evidently  for  fear  of  accident 
in  the  descent.  ****** 

They  report  that  the  Hudson  Bay  Company  ex- 
pect to  send  down  two  hundred  carts  this  summer, 
and  to  get  a considerable  portion  of  their  return 
load  in  St.  Cloud. 

These  carts  are  generally  made  without  any 
iron,  but  a few  of  them  had  light  hoops  on  the 
hubs,  and  metal  boxes  for  the  axles  to  turn  in. 
Most  of  them  are  drawn  by  oxen,  in  single  harness 
of  untanned  hide,  joined  together  with  thongs  of 
the  same  material.  They  use  open  collars  and 
liames,  thus  showing  a degree  of  humanity  to 
their  beasts,  which  would  be  worthy  of  imitation 
by  more  civilized  people,  who  compel  their  oxen 
to  drag  heavy  loads  by  a small  stick  pressing 
upon  the  throat.  They  had  quite  a number  of 
Indian  ponies,  some  drawing  carts,  and  others 
trotting  along  free.  These  ponies  are  not  pretty. 
Living  entirely  upon  grass  and  hay,  they  are 
heavy  bodied,  and  make  one  wonder  whether  wild 
horses  ever  can  be  so  finely  formed  as  the  domes- 
tic animal,  which  lives  principally  on  more  con- 
centrated food.” 

ORGANIZATION. 

St.  Cloud  was  first  incorporated  as  a town  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  on  the  1st  of 
March,  185G.  J.  L.  Wilson  was  the  first  Bn  si- 
dent.  In  18G2,  this  act  was  repealed,  and  a new 
act  passed  incorporating  the  Town  of  St.  Cloud, 
and  providing  for  a Mayor  and  four  Aldermen,  to 
be  elected  at  large.  Judge  L.  A.  Evans  was 
chosen  first  Mayor,  and  H.  C.  Burbank,  John  W. 
Tenvoorde,  Joseph  Broker,  and  Barney  Overbeck, 
constituted  the  Common  Council,  with  A.  B.  Curry, 
Bccorder. 

In  18G8,  it  was  incorporated  as  a city,  and  di- 
vided into  four  wards.  Judge  E.  ().  Hamlin  was 
elected  Mayor,  with  the  following  board  of  Aider- 
men:  L.  A.  Evans,  President;  Peter  Smith,  Thomas 
Smith,  T.  C.  Alden,  Leandcr  Gorton,  J.  B.  Ben- 
nett, ().  Tcnny,  C.  Bridgman,  Andrew  Fritz,  L. 
B.  Bobbers,  Lewis  Clark,  and  11.  0.  Burbank.  N. 
F.  Barnes  was  Clerk. 
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II T STORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


The  city  government  is  being  conducted  under 
the  provisions  of  this  last  act,  and  has  grown  in 
wealth  and  substantial  business  improvements. 
The  development  of  manufacturing  industries,  and 
the  organization  and  growth  of  churches,  societies, 
schools,  and  other  evidences  of  a vigorous  and 
healthy  municipality,  will  be  considered  in  the 
closing  pages  of  this  chapter. 

MANUFACTURING. 

The  first  mill  erected  in  St.  Cloud  was  in  1855, 
by  George  F.  Brott  and  others,  as  before  men- 
tioned. After  a few  months  it  was  sold  to  Sidney 
C.  Raymond,  who  operated  it  until  the  summer 
of  185(1,  and  sold  it  to  Gorton,  Cook,  and  Bridg- 
man; but  before  the  legal  transfer  had  been  made, 
the  mill  was  burned  to  the  ground.  It  was,  how- 
ever, rebuilt  by  Raymond,  and  possession  given 
the  purchasers  in  October  of  the  same  year.  The 
following  winter,  Torbet,  Inman  & Co.  bought  the 
property,  and  in  1858,  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Owen,  Cook,  and  Bridgman.  After  two  years, 
Owen  disposed  of  his  interest  to  Bridgman,  who 
also  purchased  Cook’s  interest  two  years  later,  and 
is  still  the  owner.  It  is  known  as  Bridgman’s 
Upper  Mill,  and  has  a daily  capacity  of  ‘25,000 
feet. 

The  mill  known  as  Bridgman’s  Lower  Mill  was 
built  in  1865,  by  E.  M.  Tobey,  who  run  it  till 
December,  1868,  when  it  was  sold  to  C.  Bridgman, 
the  present  owner.  The  daily  capacity  of  this 
mill  is  30,000  feet. 

Raymond  <fc  Owen’s  Door,  Sasli,  and  Blind  Fac- 
tory was  erected  by  J.  H.  Raymond  and  J.  If. 
Owen,  the  present  proprietors,  in  1857.  It  was 
40x50  feet,  and  two  and  a half  stories  high,  but  was 
destroyed  by  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  in  April, 
1862.  The  machinery  was  saved,  and  the  proprie- 
tors at  once  began  the  erection  of  their  present 
factory.  It  is  30x40  feet,  and  two  stories  high. 
The  business  amounts  to  from  ten  to  fifteen  thou- 
sand dollars  annually. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Planing  Mill,  and  Door, 
Sash,  and  Blind  Factory  are  operated  by  F.  H. 
Dam.  This  enterprise  was  begun  in  1863,  by  Mr. 
Dam  and  W.  T.  Clarke,  who  built  a planing  mill 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street  from  the  present 
site.  In  1867,  Mr.  Dam  bought  Mr.  Clarke’s  in- 
terest, pulled  down  the  old  mill,  and  erected  his 
present  establishment,  adding  a large  amount  of 
new  machinery,  and  the  door,  sash,  and  blind  de- 


partment. Mr.  Dam  also  carries  on  an  extensive 
business  as  contractor  and  builder,  besides  lumber- 
ing and  logging  to  a considerable  extent.  He  con- 
ducts a lumber  yard  in  this  city,  and  another  at 
Alexandria,  Douglas  county. 

The  Novelty  Wood  Works  are  carried  on  by  F. 
E.  Levanseler,  who  erected  the  establishment  in 
1876.  It  is  30x50  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  and 
is  well  furnished  with  the  necessary  machinery  to 
manufacture  all  kinds  of  woodwork.  The  motive 
power  is  a thirty  horse-power  engine.  Mr.  Levan- 
seler also  carries  on  the  business  of  contractor  and 
builder  to  some  extent. 

The  business  of  the  Rosenberger  Manufacturing 
Company  is  conducted  by  E.  Rosenberger  and  his 
sons,  J.  M.  and  H.  J.  Rosenberger.  It  consists  of 
a foundry,  blacksmith  and  jilow  shops,  and  wood 
shop,  which  are  furnished  with  all  the  necessary 
machinery  for  a first  class  manufactory  of  its  kind. 
A specialty  is  made  of  farm  machinery,  although 
engines  and  other  machinery  are  manufactured 
quite  extensively.  The  junior  members  of  this 
firm  also  own  a large  hardware  store  at  the  corner 
of  St.  Germaine  and  Richmond  streets. 

J.  F.  Stevenson  & Co.’s  foundry  and  machine 
shops  were  erected  in  1871,  by  M.  P.  Noel,  J.  F. 
Stevenson,  and  others,  but  soon  passed  into  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Stevenson.  It  is  now  operated  by 
the  latter  and  his  son,  although  retaining  the 
original  company  name.  All  kinds  of  farm  and 
mill  machinery  are  manufactured. 

David  H.  Spicer  established  a furniture  factory 
in  1878,  and  still  conducts  the  business.  The 
building  is  ‘24x75  feet,  and  well  equipped  with 
machinery,  which  is  driven  by  an  eight  horse- 
power engine.  This  establishment  employs  eight 
men,  and  a largo  amount  of  goods  arc  manufac- 
tured annually. 

In  1880,  Albertis  Montgomery  and  his  son, 
William  C.,  erected  a chair  factory,  which  is  still 
operated  by  them.  It  is  a frame  building,  20x40 
feet  with  an  L,  20x20  feet.  A six  horse-power 
engine  drives  the  necessary  machinery.  William 
C.  Montgomery  is  the  Superintendent. 

R.  L.  Scott  carries  on  the  St.  Cloud  Carriage 
Works.  His  building  is  24x78  feet,  and  two  sto- 
ries high,  consisting  of  a blacksmith  shop,  wood 
shop,  sales  room,  etc.  The  enterprise  was  begun 
by  the  present  proprietor  in  1867. 
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Sebra  Ratlibun  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
carriages  here  in  1871.  His  works  occupy  three 
buildings,  one  24x50  feet  with  an  L 22x32  feet, 
one  24x70  feet,  and  the  other,  22x08  feet.  These 
buildings  contain  all  the  necessary  machinery  for 
a first  class  carriage  factory  and  blacksmith  shop. 
The  motive  power  is  a twelve  liorse-powcr  engine. 

Anderson  Sc  Sons  began  the  manufacture  of  car- 
riages in  1875.  Their  building  is  24x00  feet,  and 
the  necessary  machinery  is  driven  by  a ten  horse- 
power engine.  Ten  men  are  employed  in  this 
establishment. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

Tn  1850,  a stock  company,  with  George  F.  Brett 
as  President,  was  organized,  and  the  publication 
of  the  “Minnesota  Advertiser”  commenced,  the 
first  number  appearing  on  the  first  of  January, 
1857.  The  paper  was  published  by  James  Mow- 
att,  and  edited  by  H.  M.  Coivles,  who  was  suc- 
ceeded, in  a few  months,  by  James  C.  Shepley.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  the  “ Advertiser  ” was 
discontinued,  and  the  “ St.  Cloud  Visiter”  estab- 
lished, with  Mr.  Mowatt  as  publisher,  and  Jane 
Grey  Swisshelm,  editress. 

In  July,  1858,  the  “Visiter”  was  suspended, 
and  in  August,  Mrs.  Swisshelm,  having  obtained 
possession  of  the  office  and  fixtures,  press,  type, 
etc.,  commenced  the  publication  of  the  “ St.  Cloud 
Democrat.”  In  June,  1803,  the  establishment  was 
purchased  by  W.  B.  Mitchell,  who  continued  the 
“ Democrat  ” till  September,  1800,  when  the  name 
was  changed  to  the  “St.  Cloud  Journal,”  but  has 
borne  the  name  of  the  “ St.  Cloud  Journal  Press” 
for  a number  of  years. 

In  1871,  a number  of  prominent  citizens  started 
a paper  called  the  “ St.  Cloud  Press.”  It  was  car- 
ried on  for  several  years,  but  finally  consolidated 
with  the  St.  Cloud  Journal,  the  latter  paper  after- 
wards appearing  under  the  name  of  the  “ St. 
Cloud  Journal  Press.” 

The  “St.  Cloud  Times”  is  an  outgrowth  of  the 
“St.  Cloud  Union,"  which  was  established  in 
1861,  with  the  material  formerly  used  by  the  Hon. 
W.  H.  Wood,  in  the  publication  of  the  “New 
Era,”  at  Sauk  llapids.  The  paper  was  leased  by 
Gen.  S.  13.  Lowry,  and  Gen.  C.  C.  Andrews  was 
the  editor.  In  1862,  the  office  reverted  to  Mr. 
Wood,  by  whom  the  “Union”  continued  to  bo 
published  till  1863,  when  it  was  sold  to  Spall'ord 
and  Simonton.  In  1864,  R.  Clianning  Moore 
assumed  the  editorial  management,  and  changed 


the  name  to  the  “ St.  Cloud  Times,”  the  publishers 
being  Thomas  and  Joseph  Simonton.  The  “ Times  ” 
has  been  owned  successively  by  Simonton  Druth- 
ers, Simonton  & Barnes,  A.  J.  Reed,  Evans  Sc 
Green,  L.  A.  Evans,  It.  W.  Delano,  Lamb  Sc 
Rhodes,  Will  II.  Lamb  and  C.  F.  MacDonald,  the 
present  editor  and  proprietor,  into  whose  hands  it 
passed  in  January,  1875. 

In  November,  1872,  soon  after  the  paper  had 
become  the  property  of  Lamb  Sc  Rhodes,  a fire 
occurred  which  destroyed  the  office,  jwess,  mate- 
rial, files,  etc.  But  hardly  had  the  smoke  cleared 
away,  when  the  proprietors  were  on  hand  with 
material  to  replace  the  loss,  and  in  a few  weeks, 
the  paper  again  fell  from  their  own  press.  It 
had  been  printed,  in  the  meantime,  at  the  “ Jour- 
nal ” office. 

A German  newspaper,  named  “ Der  Nordstern,” 
was  started  on  the  17th  of  December,  1874,  by 
Peter  Brick  and  Peter  E.  Kaiser,  who  conducted  it 
about  a year,  and  sold  to  J.  L.  Meyer  and  Leo 
Brick,  who  converted  it  from  a six  column  quarto 
to  a six  column  folio,  the  present  size.  In  about 
two  years,  Peter  E.  Kaiser  again  became  an  owner, 
by  the  purchase  of  Meyer’s  interest,  and  Brick  Sc 
Kaiser  published  the  paper  until  the  1st  of  March, 
1881.  Kaiser’s  interest  was  then  purchased  by 
William  L.  Rosenberger  and  John  Rentz,  who,  a 
few  month’s  later,  also  purchased  Mr.  Meyer’s 
share,  and  it  is  now  published  by  Rosenberger  Sc 
Rentz.  Its  circulation  is  about  2,200,  being  ex- 
ceeded by  but  two  or  three  weeklies  in  the  State. 

BANKS. 

In  1859,  Henry  C.  Waite  and  Thomas  C.  Mc- 
Clure opened  a bank  in  a small  room  over  Edel- 
broek’s  store,  which  they  carried  on  till  1860.  Mr. 
McClure  was  then  appointed  Register  of  the  Land 
office,  and  Mr.  Waite  conducted  the  banking  busi- 
ness alone  until  1864.  He  then  succeeded  Mr. 
McClure  in  the  Land  office,  and  the  latter  returned 
to  the  bank,  which  he  operated  until  his  death  in 
the  summer  of  1881.  Tt  is  now  known  as  Clarke 
Sc  McClure’s  Bank. 

The  Bank  of  St.  Cloud  was  established  by  James 
A.  Bell  and  Joseph  G.  Smith,  about  1867.  It  was 
conducted  as  a private  bank  until  December,  1879, 
when  it  was  changed  to  a State  bank,  with  a cap- 
ital of  $511,000.00. 

RELIGIOUS. 

First  Presbyterian  Churoii. — This  church  was 
organized  on  the  19th  of  November,  1864,  by  the 


' : -r.'i  fii  cr  U 1.1 

u yl.;  ■ ■ i-  jj . ■ 1 :.i  -(jn ■ i )■  i - 

■ ■ • : ; . i ! i J : ; ■ i . 

r.i'ituui  i u l .-jb-i  , 

ii'j!  \ii  -/ki  '■■)  '/lii i it j • , ,'jio  (t ji;  .ffii 

i 1 1 > ui;J  t o a -.ii'.i  :u;".tT  >i it  ir..,jfv.»  ri\tn 


‘ ' >•>  1 , ,.:f  !f 

■ 'i  : It  , J : '•  i t'."  ./.IS.'  *UO  ,*.’>!•)'  i 

■r  I if  : .'lit  ,■■■;  ■ t-.t  ) V 1 ■ l.((i  .-i'.  , i)  I\ 

\ 1 • I it  "otj  i . 

V'Uoti  " I ti;  .'■‘•'V.OI'T 

-ui  LI  : <1  f li  I.  . , •••.;>  ••  ' >/  : ; ; ■;  !•£•<  I fr-  F"  -'ll  : 

K‘<*“  nt  i >.i  it  .'j  . -.iixi ;•  j <:•  > .'vcni 

1i  till  lain  : •••:> 

= -i'  , 1h  . .;rt' 

■II  l.lflt  " ■ ■'  /-■■!  ■ j;-}.  ... 


v)<S  ■ J • t rs  ■ ,7'jq  itpffnis  xcf«img|)  A 

t I • , 1 , .J:  I 

• ' t • ' j • ii'/rmf’  ji  ■,£/.  1 . t 

.oil  ; ! 1 1 . . . ■ i - - ...i  : 


: 1 i Y i » 1j3  Ji'J  I.'f  .j|o 

":.'■■;  y-.  i i t'i  ■ v ;■  yi.  !•  • mi'.ij:  • 

■ 

1 : ■ " ■ : ' ■ 1 ''  • . ■oil-  J u , , j ' ’ 

;ii  » o-  -j  . . ) . »/• » r. i > ,;H  " 

■■  if  ....  >i i ini.  ,ji  ii.  1 ■ . n ■ ' 

" ari-f  I totlw  • • 4io  ■ 


380 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


Rev.  E.  V.  Campbell,  with  ten  members.  The  El- 
ders were  Marshall  McComb  and  James  Rigger- 
stair.  A church  was  erected  the  following  year, 
and  dedicated  on  the  7th  of  January,  180(5.  The 
cost  of  the  building  was  $1,350.00,  to  which  a lec- 
ture room  has  since  been  added  at  a cost  of 
$1,500.00 

The  present  membership  is  eighty-five,  and  the 
officers  are:  Elders,  H.  Z.  Mitchell,  James  Big- 
gerstaff,  Joseph  Hill,  and  E.  1).  Moore;  and  Dea- 
con, Lewis  Clark.  Mr.  Campbell  is  the  present 
Pastor,  having  had  charge  of  the  congregation 
almost  continuously  since  its  organization. 

Fikst  Conukeoational  Ciiuiteu.  This  congre- 
gation was  organized  on  the  10th  of  February, 
18G4,  with  eleven  members;  Horace  P.  Bennett  was 
Deacon,  and  Dr.  W.  R.  Hunter,  Clerk.  A build- 
ing sj>ot  was  purchased  in  September,  18G6,  on 
which  a substantial  brick  church  was  erected  the 
following  year,  at  a cost  of  $3,000.00.  The  board 
of  trustees  who  superintended  its  erection  were, 
Charles  F.  Davis,  William  Mullikon,  and  William 
T.  Clarke;  11.  P.  Bennett  was  Treasurer,  and  (1.  1. 
Porter,  Clerk.  The  successive  Pastors  have  been, 
Revs.  George  I.  Woods,  James  Tompkins,  Henry 
Mills,  Cyrus  Pickett,  George  R.  Milton,  and  Na- 
than C.  Chapin,  the  present  minister.  The  pres- 
ent membership  is  forty-one,  and  the  officers  are: 
Trustees,  Joseph  E.  Wing,  A.  T.  Whitman,  and 
William  T.  Clarke;  Deacons,  Horace  P.  Bennett  and 
George  I.  Porter. 

Cnuiioii  of  the  Immaculate  Conception— Cath- 
olic.— Father  Pierz,  the  well  known  missionary 
Priest,  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and 
held  the  first  mass  at  the  residence  of  Joseph  Edel- 
brock,  on  the  22d  of  May.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year,  lumber  for  a church  was  purchased,  and  the 
building  erected  the  following  year  at  a cost  of 
$850.00.  Most  of  the  members  were  carpenters, 
and  all  assisted  in  the  erection  of  their  first  house 
of  worship,  charging  nothing  for  their  labor.  This 
building  is  now  in  use  as  the  Sisters’  Home. 

After  nearly  ten  years  service,  the  old  church 
was  found  to  be  inadequate  for  the  reception  of 
the  rapidly  increasing  members,  and  steps  wore* 
taken  for  the  erection  of  a more  commodious  edi- 
fice. The  present  church  was  accordingly  built, 
and  dedicated  on  the  8th  of  December,  18GG,  by 
lit.  Rev.  Bishop  Grace,  of  St.  Paul.  Tt  is  an  im- 
posing brick  structure,  75x125  feet,  with  a seating 
capacity  of  six  hundred  and  thirteen  persons,  and 
cost  $35,000.00.  A priests’  house  was  also  erect- 


ed, on  the  same  grounds,  in  18G8,  at  a cost  of 
$8,000.00.  The  priests  who  have  had  charge  of 
this  congregation  successively  are,  Fathers  Deme- 
trius de  Morognn,  Cornelius  Wittmann,  Alexius 
Boetzer,  Bom diet  Haindl,  Clemens  Staub,  Mein- 
ulpli  Stuckenkemper,  under  whose  pastorate  the 
new  church  was  built,  Alphonse  Kuisle,  and  Severin 
Gross,  the  present  incumbent,  who  is  ably  assisted 
by  Father  Paul  Rettenmaier. 

The  membership  has  increased  from  eiglity-five, 
at  the  organization  in  the  fall  of  1855,  to  sixteen 
hundred. 

There  is  a private  school  in  connection  with  this 
church.  It  is  presided  over  by  a male  Principal, 
who  is  assisted  by  the  Bisters  of  the  Order  of  St. 
Benedict.  It  was  organized  as  a parish  school  in 
18G4,  and  continued  as  such  until  1875,  since  when 
it  has  been  conducted 'as  a private  school. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Chubch  of  St.  Cloud. — 
The  first  Methodist  minister  who  held  services 
here,  was  Rev.  John  Pugh.  He  remained  only 
about  four  weeks  and  was  followed  by  ReV.  Levi 
Gleason,  who  organized  the  first  church  iu  185N. 
The  first  quarterly  conference  was  held  in  St. 
Cloud,  in  July  of  the  same  year,  at  the  house  of 
Ambrose  Freeman,  who  was  the  first  class  leader. 

A church  was  built  at  Lower  Town  in  the  sum- 
mer of  18G4,  and  dedicated  on  the  4tli  of  Sep- 
tember, by  Bishop  Kingsley.  The  cost  of  the 
building  was  upwards  of  $3,000.  In  April,  1873, 
it  was  removed  to  Upper  Town,  and  dedicated  in 
its  new  location  the  same  year.  The  clergymen 
who  have  succeeded  Rev.  Mr.  Gleason,  are  Revs., 
C.  G.  Bowdish,  A.  J.  Nelson,  Bartley  Blain,  S.  T. 
Sterrett,  David  Tice,  J.  R.  Creighton,  William  W. 
Satterlee,  Harvey  Webb,  James  T.  Lawton,  J.  S. 
Hilton,  J.  W.  Clepper,  Isaac  Riddick,  J.  M.  Marshy 
and  M.  O.  McNiff,  the  present  minister. 

St.  John’s  Cuuhch  -Episcopal.-  This  church 
was  organized  on  the  12th  of  April,  185G,  by  the 
Rev.  J.  S.  Chamberlin.  The  first  officers  were: 
Wardens,  L.  B.  Johnson  and  dames  H.  Taylor; 
Vestrymen,  J.  C.  Sliepley,  William  S.  Judd,  and 
W.  B.  Cram;  Clerk,  John  II.  Taylor;  and  Trustee, 
Charles  Taylor.  A church  was  built  in  1857, 
which  has  been  much  enlarged  and  improved. 
The  ministers  who  have  succeeded  Rev.  Mr.  Cham- 
berlin, are  Revs.  M.  Chase,  George  Stewart, 
George  L.  Chase,  John  Scott,  Samuel  K.  Stewart, 
.J.  T.  Chambers,  J.  Taylor,  G.  H.  Davis,  and 
Philip  McKinn,  the  present  minister. 

Baptist  Chuhch. — The  first  religious  services 


•«  't 

,T'ii  1 J ■ ' ;t' 

r •••'! 

0 tO  \i  i - 'Hi.!  : >-  ' ri1'" 

,,  • rn  ..  Jittur  [pi  ■ • b u f>» 


' . 1 1 . ) : ’ ■ ' • I ! 1 


j .v„j|  y . : I, •,•#*.!!««»  M.tW  ) *• 11 
k ,5j .j-.  u-  ifoiil  •J'K«u,.;v..1-(rtlv. 


. i„  >v<  v f <n  -iM  ■!',  ‘'T'  :j  - 

, ,„ij  • ■ . • » ‘ nu  iih&  . 8J|  1!‘  :l'  [5 

' 1 ,.,li  :f:.[ 

110  ft!.!  ■ t ;■  Trtjf'l  4 >!'[  ■'  ■■  illvl  MJ  M 4 1 1 

,1T  b.  . .)  a V-  ■ ■•••  ,*«  •.  • ! 

(.,U  V ( : Ct:,  V >4>  .!<•['!•'•  ■■■  - - 

-«/  I,-'.  ■ <W  r,  • ■ ' 1 ; ' 

I ft-  ai..-  -iirlV:  J ■ ■m  7 ...  ' ft-"1  • ’ 

. ' . ' .1-  - . • ; 

I .■  ; I fti  ■ • '■•b..-  ' "•  : ■''  ' Jj  1 : 

. •.  1.  M ' "■< 


I-  'b.iip 


CITY  OF  ST.  CLOUD. 


hold  by  protestants  in  St.  Cloud,  was  by  the 
Rev.  A.  C.  McLaughlin  of  this  denomination,  in  a 
grove  in  Lower  Town,  near  the  present  residence 
of  John  Ball,  in  July,  1855.  An  organization  was 
effected  on  the  28th  of  December,  by  this  minister, 
with  eight  or  ten  members.  By  the  courtesy  of 
Orrin  Curtis  and  George  F.  Brott  in  giving  forty 
lots  for  a church  site,  the  highest  aspiration  was 
infused  into  the  members,  and  a large  church 
was  begun  and  partially  completed;  but  on  ac- 
count of  hard  times,  the  war,  and  some  unavoida- 
ble irregularities,  the  whole  enterprise  failed.  The 
members  of  this  church  were:  Henry  Pratt,  Mr 

and  Mrs.  Leland  Cram,  Rev.  A.  C.  McLaughlin 
and  wife,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  E.  West,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
N.  N.  Smith,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  H.  Spicer.  The 
ollieers  were:  Trustees,  George  F.  Brott,  N.  N. 

Smith,  and  John  Ball;  Clerk,  N.  N.  Smith;  and 
Treasurer,  D.  H.  Spicer. 

During  the  war,  a second  church,  called  Cal- 
vary, was  organized,  but  after  a short  life,  ceased 
to  exist.  The  present  church  was  organized  with 
eleven  members  in  1801,  and  the  house  of  wor- 
ship erected  in  1873. 

The  officers  of  this  latter  organization  were: 
Trustees,  J.  H.  .Raymond,  D.  W.  Sprague,  and  D- 
H.  Spicer;  Deacon,  Albert  Smith;  and  Clerk,  D.  H. 
Spicer. 

A German  Lutheran  Clmreli  of  the  Missouri 
order,  was  organized  about  1808,  with  twenty 
members,  but  services  have  been  discontinued  for 
some  years.  The  Pastors  were:  Revs.  Listinan, 
Fetter,  and  Menda.  William  Albrecht  and  F.  Wag- 
ner were  the  Elders,  and  Henry  Green,  Deacon. 

Woman’s  Ciiuistian  Temperance  Union.—  The 
object  of  this  society  is  to  hold  public  meetings, 
circulate  petitions  in  aid  of  the  temperance  cause, 
distribute  temperance  literature,  etc. 

It  was  organized  in  1879,  by  Mrs.  J.  L.  Foster, 
of  Iowa,  with  about  thirty  members.  The  tirst 
officers  were:  President,  Mrs.  A.  C.  Blaisdell,  and  a 
Vice-President  from  each  church  in  the  city;  Sec- 
retary, Mrs.  W.  W.  Wright;  and  Treasurer,  Mrs. 
A.  C.  Blaisdell. 

St.  ('noun  Liduahy. — The  ladies  of  St.  Cloud 
organized  a Library  Association  in  1 8GG,  which  is 
still  in  a nourishing  condition.  By  means  of  sew- 
ing circles,  tea  parties,  suppers,  etc.,  a large 
amount  of  money  has  been  raised,  and  devoted  to 
the  purchase  of  about  three  thousand  volumes  of 
standard  literature. 
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SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

St.  Croud  Lodge,  No.  63,  A.  O.  U.  W. — This 
lodge  was  instituted  on  the  10th  of  April,  1 8HU, 
with  twenty  members.  It  has  since  maintained  a 
steady  growth,  having  within  its  organization  a 
large  number  of  the  representative  mi  n of  the 
city.  The  first  officers  were : M.  Mickley,  1’.  M. ; 
J.  E.  Wing,  M.  ;A.  L.  Cram,  G.  F. ; C.  F.  Wheeler, 
O. ; J.  H.  Raymond,  G. ; T.  J.  Gray,  R.  S. ; W.  L. 
Beebe,  F.;  W.  B.  Mitchell,  R. ; E.  Hart,  I.  W. ; and 
D.  Hathbun,  O.  W. 

North  Star  Lodge,  No.  23,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  — 
The  first  .meeting  of  this  lodge  was  held  under 
dispensation  at  Watab,  Benton  county,  on  the 
31st  of  October,  1857.  The  first  officers  were : 
Martin  G.  Smith,  W.  M.;  Richard  C.  Burdick,  S. 
W.;  James  K.  Miller,  J.  W.;  Taylor  Dudley,  Sec.; 
David  Gilman,  Treas. ; Peter  Grant,  S.  D.;  D.  I. 
Boynton,  J.  D. : and  P.  Hanson,  Tyler.  The  char- 
ter was  issued  by  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Minnesota, 
on  the  8th  of  January,  1858,  and  the  lodge  insti- 
tuted, and  officers  elected  and  installed  on  the 
16th  of  the  same  month.  Tli : installation  cere- 
monies were  conducted  by  J.  M.  Lackey,  and  all 
the  officers,  acting  under  the  dispensation,  were 
elected  and  installed,  except  P.  Hanson,  who  was 
succeeded  as  Tyler,  by  Henry  Hillman. 

This  lodge  was  removed  to  St.  Cloud  in  1865. 
The  membership  now  numbers  seventy-eight. 

Bdueciier  Lodge,  No.  17,  Sons  or  Herman.— 
This  society  was  organized  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1880,  with  ten  members.  The  first  officers  were: 
Frank  Balder,  President;  Peter  Vandersluis,  Vice 
President;  Anton  Wankin,  Secretary;  and  Henry 
Ottensmeyer,  Treasurer.  Meetings  are  held  semi- 
monthly. 

Diamond  Lodge,  No.  104,  I.  O.  G.  T.  — This 
organization  was  effected  on  the  17th  of  June, 
1875,  by  Miss  H.  L.  Hood,  Deputy  G.  W.  C.  T., 
with  fifty-two  members.  The  first  officers  w< re: 
Rev.  H.  S.  Hilton,  W.  C.  T.;  Flora  Hayward,  W. 
V.  T. ; E.  S.  Hill,  R.  S.;  Frank  Telman,  F.  S.; 
Mrs.  C.  C.  Tobey,  T. ; Richard  Smith,  M. ; Rev.  W.  E. 
Stanley,  Chap.;  Minnie  Me  In  tiro,  G. ; James  Big- 
gorstall',  S.;  Mary  Lock,  A.  S.;  Lizzie  Barnes.  D. 
M.;  Mrs.  H.  S.  Hilton,  R.  II.  S.;  Mrs.  S.  Marlatt, 
L.  II.  S.;  Joseph  Hill,  Lodge  Deputy. 

SCHOOLS. 

A private  school  was  taught  in  St.  Cloud  ns 
early  as  the  fall  of  1855,  by -Father  Cornelius 
Wittmann,  O.  S.  B.,  in  the  dwelling  of  Joseph 
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Edelbrock.  One  room  served  the  purpose,  in 
which  religious  services  wore  also  conducted. 
This  room  was  furnished  by  Mr.  Edelbrock,  free, 
and  Father  Wittmann  conducted  the  school  on  the 
same  terms.  The  pupils  were:  Mary,  Anton,  the 
present  Abbot  of  St.  Joseph’s  College,  Barney 
and  Joseph  Edelbrock,  Henry  and  Lizzie  Rosen- 
berger,  Mary  and  Thompson  Brown,  Joseph  Rei- 
chert, and  Louis  Eunuch 

In  the  fall  of  185(5,  a school  house  was  built  in 
Lower  Town,  and  named  the  Everett  School,  in 
honor  of  Edward  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  who 
contributed  a library  of  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  volumes,  and  rendered  other  substantial  aid. 
The  first  school  taught  in  this  building  was  in  the 
winter  of  1856-57,  by  Miss  Amelia  Talcott,  now 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Alden.  This  was  a subscription  school. 

The  first  public  school  was  opened  in  this  build- 
ing on  Monday,  the  20tli  of  December,  1858,  with 
M.  P.  Noel  as  teacher,  and  an  enrollment  of  thirty- 
three  scholars,  This  was  the  foundation  stone  of 
the  present  public  school  system  of  St.  Cloud. 

The  Everett  school  building  continued  in  use  as 
a school  house  until  1868;  it  is  now  used,  chiefly, 
as  a polling  place,  and  stands  in  the  First  ward, 
near  the  Normal  School  Building.  Rev.  E.  V. 
Campbell  conducted  a school  of  a more  advanced 
grade,  in  1868,  in  a building  not  far  from  where 
the  Congregational  church  now  stands.  It  had 
two  departments,  and  two  teachers  were  employed. 

In  1858,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  opened 
a school  for  young  ladies,  in  a building  known  as 
the  “ Seminary  Building,”  continuing  it  for  sev- 
eral years. 

After  this  closed,  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  opened  a school  in  the  same  building, 
but  after  about  two  years,  this  effort  also  ceased. 

In  18(51),  the  present  City  school  building,  in 
the  Second  ward,  was  erected.  This  is  a substan- 
tial brick  building,  about  seventy-five  feet  scpiare, 
and  three  stories  high,  and  cost,  in  round  num- 
bers, $17,000.  In  1875,  the  city  had  grown  so 
that  it  became  necessary  to  form  a new  district. 
The  St.  Cloud  Independent  District  was  then 
formed,  and  another  building  erected,  in  the  Third 
ward.  This  was  also  built  of  brick,  40x55  feet, 
and  two  stories  high,  at  a cost  of  $(5,000.  The  re- 
ports of  these  schools,  for  1881,  show  the  follow- 
ing figures:  The  St.  Cloud  District,  or  that  con- 

taining the  first  City  building,  employed  one 
Principal  and  five  assistants,  at  an  aggregate  sal- 
ary of  #2,845.  The  average  daily  attendance  was 


two  hundred  and  sixty-one  scholars.  The  St. 
Cloud  Independent  District  employed  one  Princi- 
pal and  two  assistants,  at  an  aggregate  salary  of 
$1,564.  There  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  schol- 
ars enrolled,  and  an  average  daily  attendance  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

State  Normal  School. — This  school  was  or- 
ganized in  the  fall  of  1869,  with  Ira  Moore  as 
Principal,  in  a building  now  used  as  a “ Home” 
for  the  young  ladies  attending  the  school.  The 
first  enrollment  contained  the  names  of  sixty  Nor- 
mal, and  one  hundred  Model  students. 

This  building  was  tilled  to  its  utmost  capacity 
from  the'  beginning,  and  Professor  Moore,  with 
marked  executive  ability,  conducted  the  School 
until  1875.  In  the  summer  of  1874,  the  present 
building  was  erected  at  a cost  of  #60,000.  It  is 
built  of  brick,  and  rests  on  a stone  foundation. 
The  capacity  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  Normal, 
and  one  hundred  Model  students,  and  it  is  pro- 
nounced, by  competent  judges,  to  be  one  of  the 
best,  in  design  and  construction,  for  the  purpose, 
in  the  West. 

In  the  fall  of  1875,  Prof.  D.  L.  Kielile  was 
elected  Principal  of  the  School,  which  has  contin- 
ued to  enjoy  a constant  and  healthy  growth.  Dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  less  attention  has  been  given 
to  the  Preparatory  department,  and  the  standard 
of  the  Normal  department  has  been  raised.  Yet, 
it  is  duo  the  credit  of  flic  State,  in  her  educational 
interests,  to  say  that  the  number  of  students  have 
constantly  increased.  Professor  D.  L.  Kiehle  has 
recently  retired  from  his  position  in  this  institu- 
tion, and  accepted  that  of  State  Superintendent 
of  Public  Instruction.  Thomas  L.  Dray  is  now 
Acting  Principal. 

The  State  Normal  Board  consists  of:  Hon. 

Thomas  Simpson,  Winona;  Hon.  D.  Burt,  St. 
Paul;  Hon.  S.  C.  Gale,  Minneapolis;  John  H. 
Ray,  Esq.,  Mankato;  W.  B.  Mitchell,  Esq.,  St. 
Cloud;  Rev.  G.  W.  T.  Wright,  D.  D.,  Lake  City; 
and  Professor  Sanford  Niles,  Rochester. 

The  ollicers  are:  Hon.  Thomas  Simpson,  Presi- 
dent; Hon.  D.  Burt,  Secretary ; and  W.  B.  Mitchell, 
Esq.,  Resident  Director  and  Treasurer. 

The  Instructors  are,  Thomas  .1.  Gray,  Institute 
Conductor  and  Natural  Science,  and  also,  Acting 
Principal;  Isabel  Lawrence,  Methods  and  Super- 
intendent of  Model  School;  C.  W.  G.  Hyde,  Music, 
Penmanship,  Accounts  and  Physiology;  Ada  A. 
Warner,  Matlu unities,  Drawing  and  Geography; 
H.  Celia  Higgins,  Latin,  History,  and  Grammar: 
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Mary  E.  Laing,  Rhetoric,  English  Literature,  and 
Grammar;  Waite  A.  Shoemaker,  preparatory  stud- 
ies; and  Mary  L.  Wright,  Model  School.  Mrs.  A. 
V.  Whitney  is  Matron  of  the  Home,  and  F.  T. 
Whitney,  Janitor. 

The  whole  number  of  students  is  now  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five;  eighty  in  the  Normal,  and  seven- 
ty-live in  the  Model  department,  the  latter  being 
filled  to  its  utmost  capacity. 


CHAPTER  LXXXVIII. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

A TO  M. 

Thomas  C.  Alden,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  St. 
Cloud,  is  a native  of  Hartford,  Connecticut,  and 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  November,  1827.  He  grew 
to  manhood  at  the  old  homestead,  and  in  1848, 
went  to  California  in  the  ship  “ Henry  Lee,”  by 
way  of  Cape  Horn.  He  remained  there,  engaged 
in  mercantile  pursuits  most  of  the  time,  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1855,  when  he  took  a trip  to  China  and  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  returning  to  New  York  in  March, 
185C.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  he  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  Mr.  Alden’s 
voyages  and  business  ventures  on  the  Pacific  had 
not  been  fruitless,  and  lie  came  to  St.  Cloud  pos- 
sessed of  considerable  means,  the  greater  part  of 
which  he  soon  lost  by  loaning  to  irresponsible 
parties.  In  18(10,  he  engaged  in  the  butcher  bus- 
iness, which  he  continued  five  years.  Ho  then 
purchased  a piece  of  land,  which  is  within  the 
present  city  limits,  and  erected  thereon  his  present 
residence.  During  the  Indian  outbreak,  Mr.  Alden 
went  as  Second  Lieutenant,  in  Captain  Freeman’s 
“Northern  Rangers,”  to  the  relief  of  Forest  City 
and  Fort  Abercrombie.  lie  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Stearns  county  in  1869,  and  served  until  1872, 
and  has  since  then  been  engaged  in  farming.  Miss 
Amelia  S.  Talcott,  a native  of  Glastonbury,  Con- 
necticut, became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Alden,  in  March, 
1858,  the  marriage  taking  place  at  St.  Cloud.  Their 
children  are,  William  II.,  Horace,  May  L.,  and 
Anna  E. 

William  H.  Alden,  the  eldest  son  of  the  sub- 
ject of  the  above  brief  memoir,  was  born  in  St, 
Cloud,  on  the  10th  of  December,  1858.  His  boy- 
hood, when  not  attending  school,  was  spent  on  his 
father’s  farm.  Since  August,  1880,  he  has  filled 


the  position  of  Clerk  in  the  United  States  land 
office  at  St.  Cloud. 

Andrew  anderson  is  one  of  the  leading  Carriage 
Manufacturers  of  St,  Cloud,  and  conducts  the  bus- 
iness in  partnership  with  his  sons,  under  the  film 
name  of  Anderson  Sc  Sons.  Mr.  Anderson  was 
born  in  Sweden,  and  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  1870. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Stina  Larson,  in  1849. 
They  have  six  children,  Lars  M.,  August,  John  H., 
Johanna,  Mary  C.,  and  Olof  W. 

William  Albrecht  is  a native  of  Prussia,  bom 
on  the  13th  of  October,  1828.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1854,  remaining  two  months  in  Canada,  four 
months  in  Illinois,  two  years  in  La  Fayette,  Indi- 
ana, one  year  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  ten  years 
in  Clearwater  Minnesota;  during  this  time  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade.  He  then  went  to 
Maywood,  Benton  county,  and  was  engaged  in 
farming,  five  years,  but  in  1873,  came  to  St.  Cloud 
and  resumed  his  blacksmith  business,  which  he 
still  continues.  Mr.  Albrecht  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Kathrina  Simgen,  on  the  1st  of 
May,  1856.  They  have  six  children,  Louisa,  Wil- 
liam, Mary,  Frederick,  Amelia,  and  Henry. 

Nathan  F.  Barnes,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
northern  Minnesota,  and  at  present,  City  Justice 
of  St.  Cloud,  is  a native  of  Portland,  Maine,  born 
on  the  26th  of  June,  1817.  After  passing  through 
the  ordinary  routine  of  a common  school  and  acade- 
mic education,  in  1834,  he  was  appointed  midship- 
man in  the  Navy,  and  served  five  years.  His  first 
voyage  was  to  the  island  of  Madeira,  sailing  thence 
to  the  Cape  de  Verd  islands  and  the  coast  of  Bra- 
zil, between  the  Amazon  and  La  Plata  rivers. 
Another  trip  took  him  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and 
the  West  Indies,  and  for  nine  months  he  was  in 
the  South  Sea  exploring  expedition,  under  Commo- 
dore Thomas  Ap  Catesly  Jones.  On  being  dis- 
charged, he  returned  to  Portland,  and  in  1840,  en- 
tered as  a student,  the  law  office  of  Hon.  Joseph 
Howard,  afterwards  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Maine,  ami  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  Cumber- 
land county,  in  1843;  lie  soon  after  removed  to 
Conway,  New  Hampshire,  where  he  practiced  law 
six  years.  In  1850,  Mr.  Barnes  became  mail  agent 
on  the  Isthmus  route  from  New  York  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, where  he  continued  for  six  years,  and  the 
next  two  years  resided  in  California,  engaged  in 
mining.  In  1858,  he  came  to  Alexandria,  Doug- 
las county,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  the  first  set- 
tler. Ho  remained  there  about  seven  years,  and 
during  the  Sioux  outbreak,  he  and  Andreas  Dar- 
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ling  were  tlie  only  two  persons  who  remained,  the 
others  fleeing  for  safety  to  different  points.  In 
the  spring  of  1865,  Mr.  Barnes  removed  to  St. 
Cloud,  purchased  a half  interest  in  the  “St.  Cloud 
Times,”  and  conducted  it  one  year;  was  then 
elected  City  Justice  and  City  Clerk,  holding  the 
former  office  for  many  years.  In  1865  and  in 
1875,  he  was  a member  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives of  Minnesota,  and  during  the  first  ses- 
sion, was  instrumental  in  securing  the  location 
of  one  of  the  State  Normal  Schools  at  St. 
Cloud.  Mr.  Barnes  was  a member  of  the  State 
Normal  Board  for  several  years,  and  the  first  resi- 
dent director  at  St.  Cloud.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  P.  Sparhawk,  on  the  24th 
of  April,  1844,  at  Conway,  New  Hampshire.  They 
have  had  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  dead. 
Frederic  P.,  Theodore  A.,  and  George  K.,  died  of 
diphtheria  on  the  5th,  9th,  and  14th  of  December 
1853.  Percival  S.,  died  in  Salisbury  (North  Car- 
olina) prison,  during  the  civil  war.  Margaret  S., 
Elizabeth  W.,  and  Frederic  P.,  are  all  graduates 
of  the  St.  Cloud  Normal  School,  and  finely  edu- 
cated. 

Warren  L.  Beebe,  a native  of  Belpre,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  16th  of  March,  1848.  He  attended 
the  graded  school  and  College  at  Marietta,  Ohio, 
graduating  from  the  latter  in  1870.  He  then  took 
a course  at  the  Ohio  Medical  College  in  Cincin- 
nati, graduating  in  1873,  after  which  he  prac- 
ticed medicine  at  Barlow,  Ohio,  for  three  years. 
In  1876,  lie  attended  the  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
lege, from  which  he  graduated,  and  afterwards 
practiced  in  his  native  town  until  October,  1878, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  which  has  since  been 
his  residence.  Dr.  Bebee  was  married  on  the  28th 
of  December,  1876,  to  Miss  Maria  T.  Harte.  They 
have  one  son,  named  William  11. 

Gi'ouue  S.  Uruiiiam  was  born  nt  Bakersfield, 
Franklin  county,  Vermont,  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1845.  After  taking  the  usual  preparatory  courses( 
he  entered  McGill  College,  at  Montreal,  Canada, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  March,  1871.  He 
then  went  to  Sheldon,  Franklin  county,  Vermont, 
and  practiced  medicine  until  1876,  when  he ’re- 
moved to  Austin,  Minnesota,,  which  was  his  home 
until  September,  1878,  when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud, 
where  he  has  since  diligently  practiced  his  pro- 
fession. The  Doctor  was  married  on  the  22d  of 
June,  1875,  to  Mrs.  Emily  C.  Farrar.  They  have 
three  children ; Charles  F.,  Florence  L.,  and  Frank  T. 

Levi  L.  Ball  dates  his  birth  at  Wilton,  Maine, 


on  the  lltli  of  October,  1836.  While  Levi  was 
yet  a lad,  the  family  removed  to  Weymouth  Land- 
ing, Massachusetts,  where  our  subject  grew  to 
manhood.  In  1856,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  has 
been  engaged  most  of  the  time  since,  as  an  engi- 
neer, and  now  holds  that  position  in  the  Novelty 
Wood  Works  in  this  city.  He  was  first  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Guptil,  who  died  after  eighteen  months 
of  wedded  life.  His  present  wife  was  Miss  Eacliel 
II.  Hall.  They  have  two  children;  John  L.  and 
Etta  M. 

Thomas  H.  Brown  dates  his  birth  in  England, 
on  the  29th  of  October,  1855.  When  quite  young, 
lie  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  and  resided 
at  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  until  August,  1873, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud.  The  first  two  years 
after  coming  here,  were  spent  at  school,  after 
which  he  was  engaged  for  some  time  as  clerk  in  a 
store,  and  afterwards  was  employed  in  the  Post- 
office  for  three  years.  In  February,  1881,  lie 
formed  a partnership  with  Messrs.  Hussay  and 
Holier,  painter,  of  this  city,  which  partnership  still 
continues.  Mr.  Brown’s  wife  was  Alias  Jennie  M. 
Washburn.  They  have  one  child,  Lola  I. 

Fred  O.  Battis  was  born  in  Chicago,  Illinois, 
on  the  23d  of  March,  1855.  In  1860,  he  com- 
menced railroading  as  a brakeman  for  the  Chicago 
and  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  in  whose 
employ  he  continued  six  years.  He  then  came  to 
St.  Paul,  and  was  in  the  employ  the  St.  Paul  and 
Sioux  City  Railroad  Company  for  three  years 
and  has  since  been  with  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis, 
and  Manitoba  Railroad  Company;  first  as  a freight 
conductor,  and  since  October,  1880,  has  been 
yardmaster  at  their  depot  in  St  Cloud.  He  was 
married  on  the  16th  of  September,  1873,  to  Miss 
Lueelia  Reed.  They  have  one  child,  an  infant 
not  named. 

Charles  Bridoman,  one  of  the  oldest  lumber 
manufacturers  and  dealers  in  St.  Cloud,  is  a native 
of  Amherst,  Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts, 
and  was  born  on  the  22d  of  December,  1829. 
His  native  town  claimed  him  as  a resident 
until  1856,  when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and 
has  ever  since  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  lumber  interests  of  the  city,  besides 
taking  an  active  part  in  local  political  affairs,  tend- 
ing to  its  development.  Air.  Bridgman  was 
elected  a member  of  the  board  of  Aldermen  in 
1868,  served  seven  years,  was  again  elected  in 
1880,  and  still  holds  the  position,  lie  has  been 
a member  of  the  public  and  Normal  school  boards, 
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the  duties  of  which  ho  discharged,  with  much  abil- 
ity. Miss  Sarah  L.  Cook,  of  Granby,  Massachu- 
setts, became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Bridgman,  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1855. 

Frank  Balder,  of  the  firm  of  Balder  & Weber, 
Brewers,  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  17th  of  No- 
vember, 1849.  He  came  to  America  in  1870,  first 
settling  in  Chicago,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
thence  to  Napierville,  Illinois,  one  year,  after 
which  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  but  only  remained 
five  months;  going  to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and 
remaining  five  years.  In  1878,  he  returned  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  became  a partner  with  A.  Thierse,  in 
the  brewery  business,  which  partnership  continued 
until  the  1st  of  February,  1881,  when  his  present 
partner,  Nick.  J.  Weber,  purchased  Mr.  Thierse’s 
interest.  Mr.  Balder  Avas  united  in  marriage  Avitli 
Miss  Dora  Eckel,  on  the  29th  of  November,  1875. 
Their  children  are,  Clara  M.,  Frank  R.,  and  Wil- 
liam F. 

John  Biuck,  proprietor  of  the  “ People’s  Brew- 
ery,” is  a native  of  Waterloo  county,  Upper  Can- 
ada, and  Avas  born  on  the  5th  of  January,  1851. 
Mr.  Brick  learned  the  breAving  business  in  his 
youth,  and  has  continued  in  it  ever  since.  Com- 
ing to  St.  Cloud  in  1870,  he  bought  a half  inter- 
est in  this  breAvery,  and  at  the  end  of  tAvo  years, 
obtained  possession  of  the  other  half.  He  manu- 
factures about  two  thousand  barrels  annually. 

Charles  L.  Boakdman  Avas  born  at  Itoyals- 
ton,  Windsor  county,  Vermont,  in  August, 
1827.  When  he  Avas  ten  years  old,  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  what  iH  now  Kenosha,  Wis- 
consin, Avhere  his  father  Avas  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  until  1852.  Then  removed  to 
Mackinaw  Island,  Michigan,  and  leased  a hotel  for 
a term  of  five  years,  but  died  the  same  fall,  and 
Charles  1 1.  carried  on  the  business  until  the  expir- 
ation of  the  lease.  In  1858,  ho  came  to  Winona, 
Minnesota,  and  conducted  a livery  stable  there  for 
fourteen  years.  We  next  find  him  proprietor  of  the 
Exchange  Hotel  at  St.  Paul,  thence  to  St.  Peter, 
Minnesota,  and  McGregor,  loAva,  carrying  on  a 
hotel  in  each  of  those  places  about  two  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1880,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  is  the 
present  popular  and  genial  landlord  of  the  West 
House.  Mr.  Boardman  was  married  in  the  spring 
of  1854,  to  Miss  Emma  Winters,  the  marriage  tak- 
ing place  in  Racine,  Wisconsin.  Their  children 
are  Frank,  Melissa,  Kate,  and  Charles.  Melissa 
is  the  Avil'e  of  Walter  Bissell,  residing  at  Fordo 
River,  Michigan,  and  the  others  are  unmarried. 


Petek  Bkiok  is  a native  of  Ontario,  Canada,  and 
Avas  born  on  the  20th  of  December,  1845.  lie  re- 
ceived his  early  education  in  his  native  province, 
and  afterwards  graduated  in  the  State  University 
at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  In  1871,  he  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  Avas  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  June  of  the 
same  year,  and  lias  practiced  law  in  this  city  ever 
since.  Mr.  Brick  Avas  married  on  the  27th  of 
November,  1872,  to  Miss  Johanna  Mellenovski. 
Their  children  are  Peter  E.  L.,  Katy  J.,  John, 
and  Leo. 

J.  R.  Bennett,  Jr.  is  the  son  of  J.  R.  Bennett,  a 
native  of  Otsego  comity,  New  York,  aa  Iio  came  to 
Minnesota  in  1857,  and  to  St.  Cloud  fh’e  years  later. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneer  merchants  of  this  city, 
and  still  resides  here.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  a native  of  Brooklyn,  NeAv  York,  and  came  to 
this  city  Avitli  his  father.  After  the  usual  prepar- 
atory studies,  he  entered  upon  a hnv  course,  and 
Avas  admitted  to  practice  in  the  courts  of  this  State 
before  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  this  having 
been  accomplished  by  the  passage  of  a special  act 
of  the  State  Legislature  in  1877,  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  Judge  McKelvey  and  the  examining 
committee.  Miss  Minnie  A.  Bennett,  his  only  sis- 
ter, Avas  born  at  Superior  City,  Wisconsin,  and  re- 
sides with  her  father. 

O.  F.  CaKVER  is  a native  of  Geneseo  county, 
NeAv  York,  born  in  1830.  When  eleven  years  old 
his  parents  removed  to  Rochester,  Avhere  our  sub- 
ject greAv  to  manhood.  In  1850,  he  came  to  Ra- 
cine, Wisconsin,  and  thence  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
In  1852,  he  Avont  to  Chicago,  Avhere  ho  Avas  en- 
gaged as  book-keeper,  and  occasionally  Avorking 
on  the  “Chicago  Tribune,”  until  1857,  Avlien  he 
Avent  to  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  and  thence,  after  one 
year’s  stay,  to  St.  Paul,  Avhere  lie  avus  foreman  on 
the  “St.  Paul  Times.”  On  the  (ith  of  December, 
1858,  he  opened  the  Pioneer  Mercantile  College, 
which  Avas  the  first  institution  of  the  kind  in  St. 
Paul,  conducting  it  for  four  seasons  during  the 
Avinter  months,  and  occupying  his  time  during  the 
summer  at  his  favorite  occupation — book-keeping. 
In  18G2,  he  Avas  appointed  by  Captain  Saunders, 
Chief  of  the  Quartermaster’s  Department  of  the 
District,  as  citizen  clerk  in  the  Quartermaster’s  of- 
fice at  Fort  Abercrombie,  D.  T.  He  remained 
until  June,  1804,  and  Avas  transferred  to  Fort 
Snelling,  Avhere  he  filled  the  same  position  until 
July,  1805,  Avlien  he  Avas  returned  to  Fort  Aber- 
crombie; remained  till  the  spring  of  1809,  and 
during  the  following  summer  Avas  stationed  at 
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Fort  Wadswortli.  In  1870,  he  was  employed  by 
T.  C.  McClure,  of  St.  Cloud,  and  for  four  years  had 
the  management  of  his  Lumber  yard  and  Flouring 
mill  at  Sauk  Centre,  and  since  then,  has  been 
book- keeper  and  acting  cashier  of  McClure’s  Rank 
in  St.  Cloud.  Mr.  Carver  married  Miss  Isabella 
Macbeth,  in  1854.  They  have  one  son,  John  E. 

Alonzo  L.  C ramis  was  born  in  Woodstock 
county,  Illinois,  in  1854.  In  1857,  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he  has  resided 
most  of  the  time  since.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Deputy 
Auditor  of  Steams  county,  which  position  he  filled 
six  and  a half  years.  He  then  accepted  his  pres- 
ent. position,  that  of  manager  of  Cooper  & Gray’s 
lumber  interests  in  this  city.  Mr.  Cramb  was 
married  on  the  18th  of  January,  1872,  to  Miss 
Cora  1\  Russell,  of  New  York.  They  have  four 
children;  Roscoe  L.,  Eleanor,  Velma  E.,  and  Ed- 
ward R.  He  is  a prominent  Freemason,  being 
Master  of  the  Lodge  in  St.  Cloud. 

Hiram  II.  Clifford  is  a native  of  Waterbury, 
Vermont,  born  on  the  16th  of  July,  1854.  When 
quite  young,  his  parents  removed  to  Linden, 
Stearns  county,  where  Hiram  grew  to  manhood. 
In  the  siiring  of  1870,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and 
has  since  been  employed  in  the  Novelty  Wood 
Works.  Mr.  Clifford  was  married  on  the  20th  of 
March,  1879,  to  Miss  Rosella  E.  Russell,  of  Brock- 
way. The  result  of  this  union  is  one  son,  named 
John  G. 

Lewis  Clark  dates  his  birth  in  Worcester,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  4tli  of  January,  1829.  He  rvas 
reared  on  a farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Springfield,  and  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade,  which  he  followed  for  eight  years.  In  the 
fall  of  1855,  he  came  to  Watab,  near  the  present 
site  of  Sauk  Rapids,  and  the  following  spring, 
built  the  first  saw  mill  in  the  town,  which  he  sold 
after  running  it  one  year.  He  then  removed  to 
St.  Cloud,  and  after  two  years  spent  on  a farm, 
engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements, 
which  he  still  continues.  In  1807,  he  became  a 
partner  with  C.  F.  Davis,  the  company  conducting 
a general  store  at  St.  Cloud  and  a flouring  mill  at 
Clearwater.  This  partnership  continued  about  live 
years,  when  a division  was  made,  Mr.  Davis  taking 
the  mill,  and  Mr.  Clark  the  store.  J.  E.  Wing 
then  became  a partner  with  Mr.  Clark,  but  at  the 
end  of  two  yours,  a dissolution  was  effected,  and 
Mr.  Clark  continues  the  business  alone.  lie  has 


held  the  office  of  Town  Supervisor,  and  been  a 
member  of  the  City  Council  for  several  terms.  Miss 
Harriet  A.  Corbet,  of  St.  Cloud,  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Clark,  on  the  24th  of  March,  1859.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Frances  If. 

Neiucmiaii  P.  Clarke,  one  of  the  prominent  bus- 
iness men  of  this  portion  of  the  State,  was  born  at 
Hubbardston,  Worcester  county,  Massachusetts,  on 
the  8tli  of  April,  1830.  At  fourteen  years  of  age,- 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  a short  time  in 
Kentucky;  returned  to  New  England;  attended 
school  one  and  a half  years  in  Vermont  ; at  seven- 
teen, went  to  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconssn,  where  he 
clerked  in  a hardware  store,  and  at  twenty  (1850) 
came  to  St.  Cloud.  Here,  for  two  or  three  years, 
h§  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  and  stove  bus- 
iness, then  changed  to  general  merchandise  and 
continued  in  that  line  for  a number  of  years. 
Since  then,  Mr.  Clark  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, lumbering,  contracting,  and  staging.  He  has 
a stock  farm  of  over  two  thousand  acres  in  Le  Sauk 
township,  on  which  is  a creamery  and  cheese  fac- 
tory, besides  a large  and  very  choice  selection  of 
Short-liorn  and  Jersey  cattle,  Hamblctonian  and 
Clydesdale  horses,  Berkshire  hogs,  Cotswold  slice]), 
and  other  blooded  stock.  He  has  the  largest  and 
best  herds  of  cattle  in  the  State,  and  leads  in  the 
number  of  premiums  taken  at  the  State  fairs.  No 
more  busy  or  energetic  man  than  Mr.  Clark  lives 
in  this  part  of  the  State,  his  great  aim  seeming  to 
be  to  develop  the  resources  of  the  country,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  place  himself  in  independent  cir- 
cumstances. For  office,  and  honors  in  that  direc- 
tion, he  evidently  cares  nothing.  He  was  Clerk 
of  the  District  Court  here  at  an  early  day,  which 
was  the  only  office  of  any  consequence,  so  far  as 
we  can  learn,  that  he  ever  held.  On  the  12th  of 
September,  1800,  Miss  Caroline  E.  Field,  of  Rox- 
bury,  Massachusetts,  became  his  wife.  They  have 
three  children,  Charlotte  E.,  Mary  A.,  and  Ellen  L. 

F.  H.  Dam,  manufacturer  and  contractor,  was 
bom  at  Enfield,  Maine,  in  1835.  When  quite 
young,  his  parents  moved  to  Portland,  where  our 
subject  remained  till  nineteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Calais  and  resided  two  years.  In 
1850,  ho  came  to  St  Cloud  and  purchased  some 
land,  but  did  not  settle  hero  till  1803.  Mr.  Dam 
is  one  of  the  most  active  business  men  in  the  city, 
taking  a deep  interest  in  everything  tending  to 
the  development  of  St.  Cloud.  For  a number  of 
years  ho  was  a member  of  the  City  Council,  and 
also  an  active  member  of  the  Board  of  Eduon- 
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tion.  He  was  married  in  1803,  to  Miss  Emily 
Whitney. 

Petek  P.  Dukupt,  a native  of  Franco,  was  born 
in  1852,  and  came  to  America  with  his  parents, 
while  yet  in  infancy.  They  resided  a few  years 
in  Pennsylvania,  then  removed  to  Sank  Rapids* 
and  thence  to  Crow  AVing,  where  they  lived  four 
years.  In  18(53,  the  family  came  to  St.  Cloud, 
where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  has  since  resided. 
Mr.  Du rupt  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  when  a 
boy,  and  has  conducted  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count since  1874. 

C.  F.  Davis  was  born  in  Oxford  county,  Maine, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  1819.  He  enjoyed  lim- 
ited common  school  privileges,  but  gavo  mathe- 
matics special  attention,  and  became  quite  profi- 
cient and  qualified  for  business  life.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  seven  years  of  age,  after 
which  he  lived  with  a farmer,  Mr.  Swett,  till 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  Then  went  to  Connec- 
ticut and  learned  to  manufacture  gun-powder. 
After  learning  the  trade,  returned  to  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Swett  for 
the  manufacture  of  powder,  and  soon  after,  built 
a powder-mill  at  Camden,  Maine.  After  running 
this  mill  a short  time,  concluded  to  quit  the  busi- 
ness, sold  out,  and  bought  a flouring -mill  in  the 
same  State.  After  a few  years,  removed  to  Dun- 
kirk, New  York,  and  followed  milling  for  several 
years;  then,  because  of  the  ill-health  of  his  wife, 
moved  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  a 
short  time;  thence  to  Milwaukee,  and  soon  after, 
to  Meeker  county,  Minnesota.  Hero  he  remained 
for  a few  years,  then  removed  to  St.  Cloud,  Stearns 
county,  where  he  still  resides.  Immediately  after 
coming  to  St.  Cloud,  built  a mill  at  Clearwater, 
Wright  county,  and  has  followed  milling  to  the 
present  time.  He  represented  Meeker  county  in 
the  State  Legislature  in  18(53.  Mr.  Davis  was 
twice  married;  his  first  wife  was  Miss  Aehsa  INI- 
Swett,  of  Oxford  county,  Maine,  chosen  in  Octo- 
ber, 1843,  who  died  on  the  1st  of  August,  1871. 
He  married  Mrs.  Ellen  M.  Lambert,  of  this  county, 
in  October,  1872.  • 

Louis  A.  Evans,  twenty-five  years  a resident 
of  Minnesota,  is  a son  of  Levi  Evans,  who  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  was  born  in  a 
place  now  called  Conshohockcn,  near  Philadelphia, 
on  the  2d  of  November,  1822.  The  maiden  name  of 
his  mother  was  Elizabeth  AVills;  she  is  still  living, 
her  home  being  in  Philadelphia.  His  father  died 
about  182(5.  Mr.  Evan’s  forefather  came  over  with 


William  Penn,  and  bought  a township  of  land  in 
Pennsylvania  of  him,  on  part  of  which  land  mem- 
bers of  the  family  still  live.  Louis  was  educated 
in  the  graded  schools  of  Philadelphia;  there  served 
an  apprenticeship  in  a piano-forte  manufactory, 
and  was  employed  there,  and  in  New  York,  until 
about  1851,  when  he  started  a manufactory  for 
himself  in  Cincinnati.  Two  or  three  years  later 
this  was  destroyed  by  fire,  Mr.  Evans  losing  about 
six  thousand  dollars  ; he  then  went  to  Clinton, 
Mississippi,  and  became  connected  with  a music 
store,  a branch  of  a New  Orleans  house,  and  sold 
and  tuned  pianos.  In  the  fall  of  185(5,  lie  came  to 
St.  Cloud  and  opened  a grocery  and  provision 
store;  the  next  spring  became  Clerk  of  the  United 
States  Land  ollice,  and  soon  afterwards  Postmas- 
ter, and  in  18G1,  was  elected  Clerk  of  the  District 
Court  and  Judge  of  Probate.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  on  the  27th  of  October,  18GG.  The 
office  of  Clerk  he  held  twelve  years,  and  that  of 
Judge  continuously  to  the  present  time,  except  in 
187G  and  1877,  when  he  was  dealing  in  land  and 
filling  the  olfice  of  City  Justice.  During  the  earlier 
days  of  his  judgeship,  he  was  editor  and  proprie- 
tor of  the  “ St.  Cloud  Times  ” for  several  years. 
He  was  in  the  Minnesota  House  of  Representatives 
in  18G5,  and  in  the  Senate  in  18(57.  In  November, 
1872,  while  he  was  Judge  of  Probate,  his  office  and 
all  the  papers  were  destroyed,  and,  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  February,  1873,  lie  was  author- 
ized to  restore  all  the  records.  It  was  a hard  task, 
but  he  finally  accomplished  it.  He  was  the  first 
Mayor  of  St.  Cloud,  and  has  laid  this  office  three 
or  four  terms.  He  was  a member  of  the  Council 
three  years,  and  its  President  all  the  time,  making  a 
good  executive  officer.  Mr.  Evans  was  married  in 
June,  1871,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  U.  Libbey,  of  St. 
Cloud,  daughter  of  Hon.  John  Iv.  Damon,  of 
Maine. 

Louknz  Endeiile  is  a native  of  Baden,  Ger- 
many, born  on  the  25th  oT  March,  1833.  He  came 
to  America  in  1853,  and  settled  at  Detroit,  Michi- 
gan, where  he  learned  the  trade  of  millwright. 
In  1854,  he  came  to  Chicago,  and  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island,  and  Pacific 
Ivailroad  Company  until  1855,  when  he  came  to 
New  lllm,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
contracting  and  building  until  18(53.  He  then 
went  to  St.  Paul,  but  only  remained  one  and  a 
half  years,  coming  to  St.  Cloud  in  18(54.  Mr.  En- 
derlo  at  once  erected  a brewery,  which  he  still  con- 
ducts, manufacturing  from  ten  to  fifteen  hundred 
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barrels  of  beer  annually.  Miss  Orescence  Traut- 
lnann  became  the  wile  of  Mr.  Emlerlc  on  the  1st 
of  May,  1858.  Their  children  are,  Mary  W., 
Louise  M.,  Claria,  Lorenz,  Frank,  Orescence,  Ka- 
trina, Henry,  Anna,  and  Gertrude. 

Nelson  B.  Fulmer  is  a native  of  Onondaga 
county,  New  York,  born  on  the  19tli  of  May, 
1843.  In  18G5,  he  came  to  Olmsted  county,  Min- 
nesota, where  he  remained  one  year,  and  thence 
to  Alexandria,  Douglas  county,  which  was  his 
home  for  nearly  twelve  years.  While  residing 
there,  he  studied  law  with  Knut  Nelson,  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1873,  and  was  afterwards 
County  Attorney  for  Douglas  county.  In  Febru 
ary,  1880,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  has  since 
held  the  position  of  General  Agent  of  the  McCor- 
mick Machine  Company,  for  northern  Minnesota. 
Mr.  Fulmer  was  married  on  the  7th  of  March, 
18GG,  to  Miss  Florence  Hurlbut,  of  Waukesha, 
Wisconsin.  They  have  four  children,  lone,  Charles 
S.,  Byon,  and  Florence. 

Christopher  T.  Fawcett,  superintentent  of  the 
Novelty  Wood  Works  in  St.  Cloud,  was  born  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1853.  He  is  a son  of  John  Faw- 
cett, who  came  to  St.  Cloud  with  his  family  in 
1859,  but  now  resides  in  Melrose,  having  removed 
there  a few  years  ago.  The  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  married  on  the  4th  of  December,  1872,  to 
Miss  Myra  J.  Fuller.  Their  children  are,  James 
E.,  Mabel  L.,  and  Edna  M. 

Amurose  Freeman,  one  of  the  victims  of  the 
Sioux  war,  and  the  third  in  a family  of  five  boys, 
was  born  near  Culpepper  Court  House,  Virginia, 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1823.  His  parents,  who 
were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  were  of  that 
hardy  Puritan  stock  that  colonized  Virginia  in  the 
days  of  religious  persecution,  and  were  thus  well 
lilted  to  rear  a family  in  the  cardinal  virtues  of  re- 
ligion and  morality.  Ambrose  was  generous  to  a 
fault,  forgiving  to  his  enemies,  and  kind  and  charit- 
able to  all.  Physically,  he  inherited  the  strong,  an- 
gular outlines  of  his  family.  He  measured  nearly 
six  feet  in  height,  being  the  smallest  of  the  several 
brothers.  His  power  of  endurance  was  equalled 
only  by  his  indomitable  will,  and  he  early  devel- 
oped a passion  for  hunting,  which  doubtless  con- 
tributed to  his  bodily  health.  He  became  an  ex- 
pert in  the  use  of  his  rifle,  and  was  widely  known 
as  one  of  the  best,  shots  in  the  country,  yet  he 
never  allowed  Ids  love  for  sport  to  demoralize  him, 
or  divert  him  from  his  duties,  lie  left  Virginia  in 
1817,  and  located  in  Edgar  county,  Illinois,  where 


for  ten  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and 
plastering  and  bricklaying.  The  climate  not  be- 
ing suited  to  his  constitution,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota in  1857,  taking  a claim  on  the  west  side  of  the 
Mississippi,  a few  miles  above  St.  Cloud,  but  in 
August  his  promising  harvest  was  destroyed  by 
grasshoppers,  and  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his 
land  and  bring  his  family  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he 
devoted  himself  to  his  trade  for  a number  of  years. 
When  the  news  reached  St.  Cloud  that  the  Indians 
were  massacring  the  settlers  near  Paynesville,  Mr. 
Freeman  was  down  in  a cellar,  laying  a wall,  but 
at  once  came  out,  remarking  that  this  was  his  last 
work  until  the  trouble  should  be  settled,  and  in 
behalf  of  the  citizens  started  alone,  with  nothing 
but  his  horse  and  buggy  and  trusty  rifle,  to  bring 
word  of  the  fate  of  friends  living  in  and  near 
Paynesville.  He  found  the  reports  to  be  only  too 
true,  and  at  once  returned  to  St.  Cloud  to  organ- 
ize for  the  defense  and  relief  of  the  settlers.  At  a 
meeting  of  citizens  held  the  same  night,  Mr. 
Freeman  stepped  to  the  center  of  the  room  and 
called  for  twenty-five  men  to  join  him  in  an  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians,  every  man  in  the  room 
volunteered,  and  from  them  he  selected  twenty- 
five  trusty  men,  who,  by  noon  the  next  day,  were 
on  the  march  to  bury  the  dead  and  relieve  the 
wounded  and  distressed.  After  his  return  he  re- 
ceived a commission  from  Gen.  Mitchell  to  act  as 
a recruiting  ollicer,  the  company  he  enlisted, 
known  as  tin;  “Northern  Bangers,”  electing  him 
as  their  Captain.  They  marched  to  the  relief  of 
Forest  City  and  afterwards  to  Fort  Abercrombie, 
bringing  the  women  and  children,  who  had  sought 
shelter  at  the  latter  place,  to  St.  Cloud. 

On  the  14th  of  October,  18G2,  Captain  Freeman 
enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Mounted  Hangers. 
He  was  the  first  choice  of  his  company  for  Cap- 
tain, but  waived  the  preference  in  favor  of  Oscar 
Taylor,  of  St.  Cloud,  and  took  the  rank  of  First 
Lieutenant.  He  was  with  Gtn.  Sibley’s  command 
when  it  started  across  the  plains  in  the  summer  of 
18G3,  but  on  the  24th  of  July,  while  out  hunting 
with  a friend,  they  were  suddenly  surprised  by  a 
party  of  Indians  on  tho  war-path.  Lieut.  Free- 
man’s rifle  was  unfortunately  encumbered  with  a 
saddle  of  venison,  which  he  had  previously  taken, 
and  while  endeavoring  to  get  it  free,  an  Indian 
rode  up  and  shot  him  through  with  an  arrow;  he 
fell  from  his  horse  and  expired  almost  instantly. 
Ilis  memory  iH  cherished  by  his  living  family  and 
a large  circle  of  devoted  friends. 
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Lie vi  8.  Gunn,  a native  of  Crawford  county, 
I’ennsylvania,  was  born  on  (lie  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1838.  In  1857,  he  came  to  AVatab,  llenton 
county,  Minin  sota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  one  year.  He  then  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and 
resided  on  a farm  until  180*2,  when  lie  enlisted  in 
the  Seventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  three  years.  He  was  honorably  discharged 
and  returned  to  his  farm  at  St.  Cloud,  which  he 
conducted  until  1873,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  business  as  a contractor  and  builder.  Mr. 
Geer  was  married  on  the  27th  of  March,  1867,  to 
Miss  Martha  A.  Johnson.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren; Arthur  S.,  Truman  S.,  and  Ivel  V. 

Thomas  J.  Gray  was  born  in  Iowa  county,  Wis- 
consin, on  the  *22d  of  August,  1851.  While  yet 
an  infant,  the  family  removed  to  Woodstock,  AVis- 
consin,  where  they  resided  till  Thomas  was  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  they  came  to  Elysian, 
Le  Sueur  county,  Minnesota,  and  thence,  in  1869, 
to  Waseca,  AVaseca  county.  In  the  winter  of 
1869,  the  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to  St.  Cloud 
and  commenced  attendance  at  the  Normal  School, 
from  which  lie  graduated  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  as  a teacher  in  that 
institution.  Mr.  Gray  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Laura  A.  Freeman,  of  St.  Cloud,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1873;  Mrs.  Gray  is  also  a gradu- 
ate of  the  St.  Cloud  Normal  School.  Their  chil- 
dren are,  Alma  Mabel,  Jessie  May,  Elsie  Lou,  and 
Freeman. 

Peter  K.  Griebler  is  a native  of  Prussia,  born 
on  the  5th  of  June,  1839.  In  1849,  he  came  to 
America  with  his  parents  and  resided  in  Chicago 
six  years,  attending  school  and  learning  the  trade 
of  a tinsmith.  In  1855,  the  family  removed  to 
SI.  I’aul,  Minnesota,  at  which  place,  and  Chicago, 
I'eter  worked  at  bis  trade  until  1867,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Cloud,  which  has  since  been  his  resi- 
dence. Since  1889,  Mr.  Griebler  has  conducted 
a hardware  store  in  connection  with  his  tin  shop. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Albertina  Ruf.  They 
have  ten  children;  their  names  are  Rudolph,  Ed- 
ward, AVilliam,  Joseph,  Albertina,  Caroline,  An- 
drew, John,  George,  and  Mathew. 

Oscar  E.  Garrison,  for  over  thirty  years  a res- 
ident of  Minnesota,  is  a native  of  Fort  Ann,  Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  born  on  the  21st  of 
July,  1825.  Before  he  was  four  years  old,  his 
father  died,  leaving  his  mother  alone  to  care  for 
the  family,  which  consisted  of  live  boys  and  three 
girls.  In  1813,  Oscar  removed  with  the  family,  to 


McHenry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1850,  when  he  came  to 
Minnesota  and  settled  between  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Anthony,  renting  a house  of  Mr.  Edward  Murphy. 
Hearing  of  Lake  Minnetonka,  he  explored  its 
waters  in  the  summer  of  1851,  in  a skill  which  he 
had  built  for  that  purpose,  and  being  pleased  with 
the  surroundings,  made  a claim  where  the  present 
village  of  AVayzata  now  stands.  He  at  once  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a house,  which  was  the 
first  built  at  any  point  on  the  lake,  and  moved  his 
family  thereto  in  January,  1852.  In  the  summer 
of  1854,  lie  surveyed  and  platted  the  village,  and 
afterwards,  in  company  with  a Mr.  Walker,  of  St. 
Anthony,  built  a steam  saw  mill,  but  never  oper- 
ated it.  In  1856,  lie  removed  to  Princeton,  Mille 
Lacs  county,  then  just  surveyed  and  platted  for  a 
city,  built  the  first  frame  house  at  that  place,  and 
resided  there  four  years,  most  of  the  time  being 
United  States  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  engaged  in 
surveying  government  lands.  In  the  summer  of 
1860,  he  moved  his  family  to  St.  Cloud,  and  soon 
after  located  a claim  near  Lake  AVliipple,  in  Pope 
county,  to  which  he  removed  in  the  fall  of  1861, 
but  was  suddenly  surprised  and  compelled  to  leave, 
by  the  murderous  Sioux,  in  the  summer  of  1862. 
He  was  warned  by  a half  breed  of  the  work  of 
destruction  going  on  around  him,  and  at  once 
started  for  Sauk  Centre  with  his  wife  and  little 
son  four  years  old,  on  foot.  They  traveled  at 
night  and  laid  by  during  the  day  time,  arriving 
at  Sauk  Centre  after  a perilous  march  of  several 
days,  having  barely  escaped  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  savages,  on  several  occasions; 
at  one  time  being  so  near  as  to  see  the 
forms  of  the  Indians  as  they  lay  asleep  on 
on  the  ground,  and  al  another  time,  several  war- 
riors passed  within  twenty  feet  of  them,  while  the/ 
were  crouching  in  a corn  field.  Arriving  at  Sauk 
Centre,  Mr.  Garrison  sent  his  family  to  St.  Cloud, 
and  joined  the  Northern  Rangers,  commanded  by 
Capt.  Freeman,  marching  to  the  relief  of  Fort 
Abercrombie.  Passing  near  his  home  on  the  way, 
he  found  that  it  had  been  visit-oil  by  the  Indians 
soon  after  he  left,  and  burned  to  the  ground.  Mr. 
Garrison  afterwards  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota 
Mounted  Rangers,  but  was  discharged  on  account 
of  deafness,  contracted  through  inllammation 
brought  on  by  cold  and  exposure,  lie  has  since 
resided  in  St.  Cloud,  engaged  in  his  profession, 
that  of  Civil  Engineer.  Mr.  Garrison  was  mar- 
ried in  the  summer  of  1846,  to  Miss  M.  J,  A’anall- 
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styne,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  Schodae, 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York. 

Rev.  Severin  Gross,  Pastor  of  the  Church  of 
the  Immaculate  Conception,  was  horn  in  Neu- 
markti,  Austria,  in  the  year  1820.  Ho  early 
evinced  a desire  to  enter  the  priesthood,  and  after 
the  necessary  preparation,  entered  the  Seminary  of 
Leibach,  in  Carniolia,  where  he  was  ordained  in 
1853,  and  was  assistant  priest  there  for  some  years. 
Was  then  parish  priest  at  Afriach  one  year,  after 
which  he  was  four  years  Vice-Director  of  the 
Seminary  in  Leibach,  which  is  devoted  exclu- 
sively to  the  education  of  priests.  In  1874,  he 
came  to  America,  and  at  once  entered  the  Abbey 
of  St.  Vincent,  in  Pennsylvania,  as  a novitiate  of 
the  Order  of  St.  Benedict,  and  after  remaining 
the  usual  time,  one  year,  came  to  Minnesota.  En- 
tered the  Abbey  of  St.  John,  Steams  county,  and 
after  two  months,  was  appointed  parish  priest  at 
St.  Joseph,  continuing  there  until  taking  charge 
of  this  congregation  on  the  9th  of  October,  1870. 

Wakkkn  E.  Hamlin  is  a son  of  Judge  E.  O. 
Ilamlin,  one  of  the  prominent  early  settlers  of  this 
region,  but  now  a resident  of  Pennsylvania.  AVar- 
ren  was  born  at.  Sauk  Rapids,  Benton  county,  on 
the  25th  of  September,  1858.  He  is  industriously 
employed  at  the  jeweler’s  trade,  in  this  city. 

AVilliam  Hetueiungton  dates  his  birth  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  River,  Canada,  on  the  17th  of  duly, 
1850.  AVhile  yet  a child,  his  parents  came  west 
and  settled  at  Hastings,  Minnesota,  where  AVilliam 
grew  to  manhood.  In  1809,  he  went  to  St.  Peter, 
where  he  learned  the  machinist’s  trade  and  resided 
until  1875,  when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud  and  has 
since'  been  foreman  of  the  Rosenberger  Manufac- 
turing Company’s  shops.  Mr.  llctherington  was 
united  in  marriage1,  on  the'  20th  e>f  May,  1878,  to 
Miss  Kale'  lle'uigan.  They  leave'  two  chilehvn, 
William  anil  Reno. 

J.  P.  Hammerel  was  born  in  Belgium,  on  the 
15th  eef  August,  1814.  In  1857,  he  came  tee  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents,  who  settled  em  a farm  in  the 
town  of  St.  Augusta,  Stearns  county.  There 
Mr.  Hammerel  grew  to  manhood,  engaged  in 
farming  pursuits,  lie  is  a man  of  more  than 
ordinary  attainments,  which  seem  to  be  appreoi- 
atcel  by  his  fellow-citizens;  lie'  lues  held  the  ollice 
of  town  Supervisor,  and  County  Commissioner  for 
several  terms,  and  is  at  present,  Chairman  of  that 
board,  and  Mayor  of  the  city  e>f  St.  Cloud.  He  came1 
to  this  city  in  1877,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
the  sale!  eif  agricultural  implements  an  el  sewing  ma- 


chines. Mr.  Hammercl’s  wife  was  Miss  Catlirina 
AVeber.  Of  live  children  which  they  have  had,  but 
three  are  living;  John  P.,  Annie,  and  Edward  M. 

Josiaii  E.  Hayward  is  a native  of  Mechanics’ 
Falls,  Maine,  born  on  the  2d  of  February,  182(i. 
Ho  was  a resident  of  bis  native  town  until  1850, 
being  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  after  he 
grew  to  manhood.  He  then  came  west  and  located 
in  the  town  of  Brockway,  Stearns  county,  where 
six  years  were. spent  on  a farm  in  connection  with 
the  lumber  business,  which  he  also  carried  on  dur- 
ing this  time.  In  18G0,  he  purchased  the  Central 
House,  in  St.  Cloud,  which  he  occupied  in  18G2, 
and  has  ever  since  been  the  proprietor.  Mr.  Hay- 
ward also  owned  and  conducted  a flouring  mill  on 
the  Sauk  river,  a few  miles  from  St.  Cloud,  which 
was  destroyed  by  fire  iii  the  winter  of  1880.  He 
was  married  in  1848,  to  Mary  S.  Gray.  They 
have  six  children,  Mary  O.,  Hortense  C.,  Elora  E., 
Daniel  S.,  Samuel  L.,  AVilliam  H.,  and  Jennie  O. 

Clayton  Hines  was  born  in  Chemung  county, 
New  York,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1855.  In  18G8, 
he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  early  in  life  learned  the 
painter’s  trade.  In  the  spring  of  1880,  he  engaged 
in  business  for  himself,  and  as  a house,  sign,  car- 
riage, and  ornamental  painter,  has  given  universal 
satisfaction  to  his  patrons,  whose  numbers  are  a 
clear  index  that  his  ingenuity  and  skill  are  appre- 
ciated. Mr.  Hines  was  married  on  the  31st  of  Oc- 
tober, 1878,  to  Miss  Jessie  McIntosh.  They  have 
two  children;  Clara  I.  and  Bertrand. 

Xavek  Honer,  a native  of  Germany,  was  born 
in  1832.  He  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  being 
by  trade  a painter,  was  engaged  in  that  capacity 
in  Philadelphia  and  other  points  in  the  South  for 
about  ten  years.  About  18(12,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  assisted  in  the  defense  of  the  frontier  du- 
ring the  Sioux  outbreak.  In  18(54,  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a mem- 
ber of  t he  firm  of  Brown,  Hussey  & Honor,  house, 
sign,  and  carriage  painters.  Mr.  Honer  was  mar- 
ried in  1871,  to  Miss  Rosa  Camesin.  They  have 
seven  children;  Xaver,  John  M.,  Otto  P.,  Herman, 
Thcobold  P.,  Nenora  A.,  and  Anton. 

Arthur  Hussey,  also  a member  of  the  last  men- 
tioned firm,  is  a native  of  St.  Cloud,  born  on  the 
23d  of  October,  1857.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  ho  went  to  Minneapolis  and  commenced  to 
learn  the  painter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  at  dif- 
ferent points  until  his  return  to  St.  Cloud  in  April, 
1880.  He  became  a partner  in  the  above  firm  on 
its  organization  in  the  spring  of  1881. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 


Osoak  0.  Hines  was  born  in  Watertown,  Jeffer- 
son county,  New  York.  Tn  18G8,  lio  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  was  engaged  for  eight  months  as 
foreman  in  the  ollico  of  the  “St.  Cloud  Times,’’ 
and  Hi i ice  then,  has  followed  the  occupation  of 
painter.  Mr.  Mines  was  married  in  185!),  to  Mrs. 
Clara  Tubbs.  They  have  three  children;  Frank 
W.,  Owen  O.,  and  Jessica  M. 

Joseph  Hill  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  on  the 
22d  of  May,  1820.  In  1839,  he  came  to  America, 
residing  a short  time  in  Canada,  and  thence  to  New 
York  State,  where  ho  resided  until  1857,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  resided  at  St.  Paul  for  a 
short  time,  but  eventually  went  to  Yellow  Medi- 
cine, where  he  was  engaged  as  a Photographer  at 
the  time  of  the  Sioux  outbreak  in  1862.  By  the 
aid  of  friendly  Indians,  he  escaped  being  a victim 
in  that  terrible  massacre.  In  1868,  Mr.  Hill  es_ 
tablished  Photograph  rooms  in  St.  Cloud,  which  he 
has  since  conducted,  assisted  by  his  son  Eugene 
S.,  who  now  has  charge  of  the  business  at  this 
point,  Mr.  Hill  also  has  Photograph  rooms  at 
Brainord,  where  he  spends  a portion  of  his  time. 
He  was  married  in  -Inly,  1851,  to  Miss  Mary  C. 
Hall,  who  died  in  1860.  Their  only  son  is  Eugene 
S.,  to  whom  reference  is  made  above,  born  on  the 
21th  of  May,  1856.  His  present  wife  was  Miss 
Larissa  G.  Hall,  their  marriage  taking  place  on 
the  16th  of  June,  1864. 

Andhew  IIenneman  was  born  in  Lake  county, 
Illinois,  on  the  23d  of  January,  1854.  In  1866, 
the  family  removed  to  St.  Cloud,  where  Andrew 
received  his  education  and  learned  the  harness 
maker’s  trade,  which  he  lias  since  followed.  He 
formed  his  present  business  partnership  with  John 
C.  Moos,  in  1874.  Mrs.  Henneman’s  maiden  name 
was  Kathcrina  K reamer.  They  have  two  children; 
Emil  A.  ,1.  and  Hattie  A. 

Michael  Handekhan,  proprietor  of  tho  Wash- 
ington House,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  on  the 
25th  of  December,  1842.  He  came  to  America  in 
1858,  residing  in  Burlington,  Vermont,  one  year 
and  a half,  during  which  time  ho  worked  in  a 
machine  shop.  He  then  went  to  Washington 
county,  New  York,  and  was  employed  as  a machin- 
ist throe  years,  thence  to  Montreal,  Canada,  one 
year,  and  to  Gorham,  New  Hampshire,  throe 
years.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  1867,  and 
until  September,  1880,  was  in  the  employ  of 
the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  Railroad 
Company,  but  since  then  has  been  in  the  hotel 
business.  Mr.  Hauderhan  was  united  in  marriage 
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with  Miss  Mary  A.  Clarity,  of  Portland,  Maine, 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1864.  Their  children 
are,  Mary  A.,  Edward  A.,  Catharine,  Michael  (}., 
John,  Frederick  A.,  and  Nellie. 

Thomas  Jones  was  born  in  Adams  county,  Ohio* 
on  (lie  3d  of  December,  1828.  When  eighteen 
years  of  ugo,  he  went  to  Edgar  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  and  re- 
mained ten  years.  In  the  spring  of  1856,  he  came 
to  St.  Cloud  and  worked  at  farming  for  a few 
months,  since  which  time  he  has  assiduously  de- 
voted his  time  to  the  blacksmith  business.  Mr. 
Jones  was  married  on  the  18th  of  December,  1852, 
to  Miss  Mary  J.  Davis,  of  Illinois.  They  have  six 
children ; Emma  C.,  Charles  D.,  Frederick  A.,  Nel- 
lie J.,  Jennie  D.,  and  Lula. 

Edward  K.  Jaques,  dentist,  is  a native  of 
Augusta,  Maine,  and  was  born  on  the  21st  of  No- 
vember, 1841.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Hen- 
nepin county,  Minnesota,  in  1854,  where  he  re- 
sided seven  years.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
four  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  Minneap- 
olis and  attended  school  one  year.  Then  went  to 
Sauk  Centre,  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  about  a year;  thence,  to  Montreal,  Can- 
ada, for  a stay  of  two  anda  half  years.  Return- 
ing to  Minneapolis,  he  studied  dentistry  about 
three  years,  after  which  he  again  went  to  Sauk 
Centre,  but  after  remaining  a year,  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  has  since  been  diligently  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  his  profession. 

William  F.  Knowlton,  a native  of  Farmington, 
Maine,  was  born  in  1830.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud 
in  185!),  and  engaged  in  the  painting  business, 
which  has  since  been  his  occupation.  Mr.  Knowl- 
ton was  with  Gen.  Sibley's  expedition  against  the 
Indians  in  1862.  He  was  married,  in  October, 
1862,  to  Miss  Irena  L.  Garrick.  They  have  six 
children,  Francis  W.,  Martha  A.,  Freddie,  Maud, 
Ada  L.,  and 

[ The  following  sketch  of  Professor  Kiehle  is  re- 
produced verbatim  as  furnished  by  a friend.  | 

“David  Litchahd  Kiehle,  Principal  of  the  St. 
Cloud  Normal  School,  is  a son  of  James  Kiehle, 
tanner  by  trade,  and  Elizabeth  Litehard,  and  was 
born  in  Dansville,  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
on  the  7th  of  February,  1837.  His  paternal  great- 
grandfather came  from  Germany  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather  was  a short 
time  in  the  Continental  army.  Professor  Kiehle 
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spent  Lis  youth  iu  the  graded  schools  of  Dausville; 
began  to  teach  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  attended 
the  State  Normal  School  at  Albany,  and  gradua- 
ted in  1856;  taught  three  years  in  the  Canandaigua 
Academy,  entered  the  junior  class  of  Hamilton 
College,  Clinton  county,  New  York,  in  1859,  and 
graduated  in  1861,  one  of  the  “honor”  members 
of  the  class.  While  in  college,  in  addition  to  the 
classical  course,  lie  connected  himself  with  the 
laboratory  and  took  a special  course  in  chemistry. 
Professor  Kiehle  taught  a graded  school  in  Mon- 
roe, Michigan,  during  the  year  1862;  then  took  a 
full  course  of  studies  in  the  Union  Theological 
Seminary;  was  graduated  in  1865  and  ordained 
to  the  Presbyterian  ministry.  While  preparing 
for  this  work,  he  taught  in  the  Polytechnic  and 
Collegiate  Institute  in  Brooklyn,  in  all  nearly 
three  years.  In  1865,  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
organized  a Presbyterian  Church  at  Preston,  Fill- 
more county,  became  its  pastor  and  remained 
there  ten  years.  During  the  last  six  of  those 
years,  lie  was  County  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
driven  into  that  work  on  account  of  poor  health. 
By  riding  on  horseback  from  school  to  school,  and 
from  town  to  town,  he  gradually  improved,  and 
was  able  to  till  the  requirements  of  the  office. 
During  five  of  these  years  that  he  was  superin- 
tendent, he  preached  once  a day  on  Sunday, 
simply  supplying  the  pulpit  without  doing  pas- 
toral work.  The  last  three  years  that  he  was  at 
Preston,  ho  was  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  State 
Normal  School,  and  in  1875,  was  appointed  by 
the  board  to  take  charge  of  the  Normal  School  at 
St.  Cloud,  and  has  tilled  the  position  ever  since. 
He  has  all  the  elements  of  a successful  teacher, — 
thorough,  yet  firm  of  purpose,  and  the  happy 
faculty  of  encouraging  students  in  their  int  1- 
teetual  work  and  making  them  self-reliant,  lie 
has  the  warmest  esteem  of  the  community  as  well 
as  the  students.  While  perfect  master  of  every 
branch  taught  in  the  schools,  Professor  Kiehle’s 
specialties  are  mental  science,  school  economy, 
and  Latin.  The  subject  of  education  seems  to  be 
the  one  absorbing  theme  with  him.  His  best 
thoughts,  his  time,  his  energies,  are  devoted  to 
the  questions:  What  is  modern  education,  and 

how  can  it  be  made  available  and  practical  in  the 
philosophy  and  theories  of  the  day?  He  is  a 
very  “ hard  student  ” and  a progressive  man.  On 
the  25th  of  July,  1864,  Miss  Mary  Oilman,  of 
Dausville,  New  York,  was  married  to  Professor 
Kiehle,  and  they  have  three  cliiidren.  Mrs  Kiehle 


is  a lady  of  fine  culture  and  thorough  education, 
and  in  a very  quiet  way  is  doing  some  literary, 
and  her  share  of  Christian  and  benevolent  work.” 
F.  E.  Levanseleii,  proprietor  of  Novelty  Wood 
Works,  was  born  in  Boston,  on  the  11th  of  April, 
1850.  When  about  fourteen  years  old,  he  came 
to  St.  Cloud  with  his  uncle  and  guardian,  Mr.  T. 
C.  McClure;  remained  two  and  a halt  years  and 
returned  to  Boston,  where  he  attended  school 
until  1871.  He  graduated  from  the  Massachu- 
setts Institute  of  Technology,  and  was  engaged 
for  several  months  afterwards  with  .1.  B.  Francis, 
Hydraulic  Engineer,  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts. 
In  1872,' he  came  again  to  St.  Cloud,  and  was 
engaged  for  a time  in  the  United  States  Land 
Office,  but,  in  1876,  erected  his  manufacturing 
establishment  in  which  he  is  now  doing  a pros- 
perous business. 


CHAPTER  LXXXTX. 


M TO  W. 

W.  B.  Mitciiell,  who  for  the  last  twenty-three 
years  has  either  published  or  assisted  in  the  pub- 
lication of  what  is  now  the  “ St.  Cloud  Journal 
Press,”  having  owned  it  since  1864,  was  born  near 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1843.  He  is  a son  of  Henry  Z.  and  Elizabeth  N. 
Mitchell,  the  family  coming  to  St.  Cloud  in  1857. 
The  following  year,  he  entered  the  office  of  the 
“ St.  Cloud  Visiter,”  as  a compositor,  and  has 
been  connected  with  that  paper  in  its  various 
changes,  to  the  present  time.  In  1865,  he  was 
appointed  by  President  Lincoln,  Receiver  in  the 
United  States  land  office  at  this  point,  but  was 
removed  by  President  Johnson  a little  later.  In 
1877,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Resident 
Director  in  the  Normal  School  Board,  and  was  re- 
appointed in  1881.  He  was  also  re-appointed 
Receiver  in  the  United  States  land  office  in  1878, 
by  President  Hayes,  and  still  discharges  the  duties 
of  that  office.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  united  in  mar- 
riage' with  Miss  Emily  Whittlesey,  on  (lie  7th  of 
December,  1871.  Shi1  is  a native  of  Marietta, 
Ohio,  and  a daughter  of  William  A.  Whittlesey. 
Member  of  Congress  from  that  district,  and  a 
niece  of  Elisha  Whittlesey,  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury department,  under  President  Lincoln’s  admin- 
istration. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mitchell  have  five  chil- 
dren; Carrie,  Mildred,  Eleanor,  Leslie,  nnd  Jane. 
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Heniiy  Z.  Mitchell,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  the  above  brief  notice,  and  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  St.  Cloud,  is  a native  of  Harrisburg,  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  on  the  30th  of  November,  181G. 
He  lived  at  or  near  Harrisburg  until  about 
twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  the 
western  part  of  the  State  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  he 
set  out  for  St.  Cloud,  with  his  family  and  a stock 
of  merchandise;  he  came  all  the  way  from  Pitts- 
burg to  St,  Anthony  by  steamer,  and  transferring 
his  goods  to  another  steamer  above  the  Falls, 
came  direct  to  St.  Cloud.  He  was  appointed 
Postmaster  during  President  Lincoln’s  adminis- 
tration, but  has  been  in  mercantile  business  most 
of  the  time  since  coming  here.  During  the 
Indian  outbreak  he  was  on  Governor  Ramsey’s 
stall  with  the  rank  of  Brig.  General,  and  had 
command  of  the  military  operations  in  this  local- 
ity. Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  in  1841,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  N.  Cannon,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania. 
The  result  of  this  union  is  five  children;  William, 
B.,  Mary  C.,  now  Mrs.  C.  H.  Burbank,  of  St.  Paul, 
.Tames  S.,  residing  in  Texas,  Jennie  S.,  now  Mrs. 
Dr.  Charles  E.  Walton,  of  Hamilton,  Ohio,  and 
Charles  S.,  now  studying  law  in  this  city. 

C.  F.  Macdonald,  a resident  of  Minnesota  since 
1855,  and  the  present  State  Senator  from  this  dis- 
trict, dates  his  birth  in  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  ‘23d  of 
September,  1813.  When  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
was  about  live  years  old,  the  family  removed  to 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  thence,  in  1855,  to 
Belle  Plaine,  Minnesota,  at  which  place,  and  Slialc- 
opee,  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  18G2,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  three  years.  At  the  close  of  his 
term  of  service  he  returned  to  Sliakopee,  but  after 
one  year’s  stay,  went  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged on  the  “ Pioneer  Press  ” until  January, 
1875,  when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  purchased  the 
“ St.  Cloud  Times,”  and  has  since  filled  the  edi- 
torial chair  in  a very  able  manner.  In  187G,  Mr. 
Macdonald  was  elected  to  the  Minnesota  State 
Senate,  and  has  been  twice  re-elected,  lie  was 
married  on  the  27th  of  October,  18G8,  to  Miss 
Julia  E.  Lord,  daughter  of  Dr.  Charles  Lord,  of 
Sliakopee;  she  died  on  the  13th  of  January,  187G, 
leaving  four  children;  Charles  F.,  Julia,  Mary  A., 
and  John  A.,  the  last  two  following  their  mother 
within  seven  months.  Mr.  Macdonald  was  again 
married,  on  the  19th  of  February,  J88I,  to  Miss 
M.  M.  Campbell,  of  Litchfield. 


Chaiiles  Bowman  is  a native  of  Burlington, 
Iowa,  and  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  18G0.  He  has 
been  chiefly  engaged  in  farming  and  teaming  until 
the  1st  of  March,  1881,  when  he  removed  to  St. 
Cloud  and  commenced  the  erection  of  a livery 
stable  on  Washington  Avenue,  nearly  opposite  the 
West  House.  This  is  probably  the  finest  livery 
stable  in  the  city.  It  is  44x55  feet,  and  two  stories 
high,  besides  the  basement,  which  has  stable  ac- 
commodation for  thirty  horses. 

A.  B.  Holbert  is  a native  of  Greeley,  Iowa,  and 
came  to  St.  Cloud  a few  years  ago.  He  is  a part- 
ner with  Mr.  Bowman  in  the  Livery  business,  be- 
sides doing  a large  business  annually,  in  the  im- 
portation of  horses  from  Iowa  to  St.  Cloud. 

Albertis  Montgomery  was  born  at  South  Can- 
ton, St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1833.  In  April,  1857,  he  came  to 
Stearns  county,  and  pre-empted  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  which  adjoins  the  town  site  of 
Fair  Haven.  He  worked  at  carpentering  during 
the  summer  months,  and  teaching  school  in  win- 
ter, until  18G2,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Cloud  and 
for  two  years  was  clerk  in  the  store  of  N.  1’.  Clarke. 
He  then  became  a partner,  and  the  firm  was  known 
as  Clarke  & Montgomery  until  1871,  when  J.  E. 
West  purchased  Mr.  Clarke’s  interest.  Montomery 
V West  conducted  the  business  for  two  years, 
when  Mr.  Montgomery  retired  from  the  firm  and 
engage  d in  contracting  and  building,  the  present 
Normal  School  building  being  one  of  his  first  con- 
tracts. In  187G,  Mr.  Montgomery,  in  company 
with  N.  P.  Clarke  and  H.  C.  Waite,  bought  the 
Stave  and  Heading  mill  at  Avon,  and  they  also 
own  another  of  the  same  kind  in  the  township  of 
Holding.  Mr.  Montgomery  is  the  superintendent 
of  those  mills,  lie  was  married  in  1854,  to  Miss 
Jennette  L.  Gale,  who  died  in  1859,  leaving  one 
son,  William  C.,  who  was  born  at  Fair  Haven,  on 
the  28th  of  April,  1858;  he  is  now  a partner  with 
his  father  in  the  manufacture  of  chairs,  in  this 
city.  Mr.  Montgomery  was  married  again  in  18G0, 
to  Miss  Mary  L.  Lillie.  They  have  four  children, 
Frank  H.,  Louise,  Jennie  May,  and  Francis. 

Hubert  Mdokenhauet,  a prominent  dry  goods 
merchant  of  this  city,  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  May, 
18G0.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  entered  St.  John’s 
College,  in  this  county,  where  he  remained  three 
years,  and  in  18G3,  attended  St.  Francis  Seminary, 
at  Milwaukee,  from  which  lie  graduated  in  the 
spring  of  18G4.  He  then  enlisted  and  went  with 
the  army  to  Nashville,  Tennessee,  but  was  dis- 
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charged  in  October  of  the  same  year,  and  returned 
to  St.  Cloud.  lie  was  then  engaged  in  teaching 
school  at  different  points  until  May,  1872,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business. 

Geouue  13.  Mauvin,  a native  of  Homer,  Cort- 
land county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1840.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  185G,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  capacity  of  carpenter, 
most  of  the  time  since.  For  the  last  fourteen 
years  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  F.  H.  Dam, 
and  is  at  present,  superintendent  of  his  mill.  Mr. 
Marvin  was  married  on  the  17th  of  September, 
18(52,  to  Miss  Virginia  Freeman.  Their  children 
arc,  May  and  Edgar. 

Silas  Maklatt  was  born  at  Yates,  Orleans 
county,  New  York,  on  the  8tli  of  July,  1826.  In 
1836,  the  family  removed  to  Michigan,  where 
Silas  grew  up,  receiving  a liberal  education.  He 
studied  medicine,  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  for  three 
years,  but  on  account  of  ill  health,  was  obliged  to 
give  it  up.  In  1857,  lie  came  to  St.  Cloud,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  drug  business. 
Mr.  Marlatt  was  married  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1862,  to  Miss  Laura  A.  Gray.  Their  children  are, 
John  C.  and  Mary  J. 

Samuel  Mackkell  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
in  August,  1845.  He  came  to  America  in  1867, 
and  has  resided  in  St.  Cloud  ever  since.  During 
the  first  three  years  ho  was  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  lime,  but  lias  since  been  in  the  employ 
of  the  American  Express  Company;  first  as  deliv- 
ery clerk,  two  years,  then  messenger  for  three 
years,  and  has  been  the  Company’s  agent  at  this 
point  since  1875.  Since  February,  1880,  Mr. 
Maclcrell  has  also  been  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business.  Ho  was  married  on  the  31st  of  Decem- 
ber, 1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Lynch.  Their  children 
are,  John  1 1.  and  Sarah. 

John  C.  Moos  dates  his  birth  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1849.  He  came 
to  St.  Cloud  in  1865,  and  soon  after,  began  to 
learn  the  harness-maker’s  trade.  In  1874,  he 
formed  a partnership  with  Andrew  Henneman, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Moos  A Henneman,  har- 
ness manufacturers  and  dealers.  Mr.  Moos  was’ 
married  to  Miss  Mary  Henneman.  They  have 
two  children ; Charles  J.  and  Leo  P. 

Albeiit  F.  MoDeiimott,  clerk  in  the  freight 
department  of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  A Mani- 
toba Railroad  Cjompany,  at  St.  Cloud,  was  born  in 
Watertown,  Wisconsin,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1858. 
When  ipiite  young  he  was  employed  as  brakoman, 


on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  A St.  Paul  Railroad, 
where  he  continued  for  three  years.  He  then  en- 
gaged with  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  A Manitoba 
Railroad  Company,  but  soon  after,  met  with  a 
severe  accident  in  the  loss  of  three  lingers  from 
the  left  hand  while  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty 
as  brakeman.  After  his  recovery  the  company 
employed  him  in  his  present  position. 

Milton  P.  Noel  dates  his  birth  in  Sciota 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1831.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm,  and  in  1849,  went  to 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  and  entered  the  Galesburg 
University,  graduating  as  civil  engineer  in  1853. 
After  spending  two  years  as  railroad  engineer 
he  came  to  Sauk  Rapids,  Minnesota,  and  the 
following  spring,  (1856)  came  to  St.  Cloud. 
He  was  soon  after  elected  County  Surveyor  of 
Stearns  county,  has  filled  that  position  three- 
fourths  of  the  time  since,  and  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. Mr.  Noel  has  been  twice  married.  First 
to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Abel,  in  1854,  who  died  in  1865. 
Of  four  children,  the  result  of  this  marriage,  but 
two  are  living;  Milton  and  Sarah  J.  His  present 
wife  was  Miss  Emma  Dickinson,  to  whom  he  was 
married  in  1867.  Their  children  are,  William  C., 
Emma  E.,  Walter  I.,  and  Mary  E. 

Fkanz  Naeoeli  is  a native  of  Switzerland,  born 
in  1843.  He  came  to  America  in  1867,  and  located 
at  St.  Cloud,  where  ho  has  since  been  engaged  at 
blacksmithing;  since  1876,  he  has  conducted  a 
general  jobbing  and  shoeing  shop.  Mr.  Naegeli 
was  married  in  1872,  to  Miss  Lena  Hodel.  They 
have  four  children;  Frank,  Rosa,  Herman,  and 
Alexander. 

John  H.  Nabe  was  born  in  the  state  of  New 
York,  on  the  26tli  of  January,  1838.  When  lie 
was  about  ten  years  old,  the  family  removed  to 
Sheboygan  county,  Wisconsin,  where  John  resided 
until  1869,  and  then  came  to  Goodhue  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  lived  two  years.  In  1871, 
he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  has  since  followed  his 
trade,  that  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  Mr.  Nare 
is  also  proprietor  of  a restaurant,  which  ho  estab- 
lished in  the  fall  of  1879.  lie  was  married  on  the 
9th  of  June,  18(58,  to  Miss  Jennie  Brown.  They 
have  one  sou,  named  George  II. 

Baiiney  Ovebbeck  is  a native  of  Germany, 
born  in  December,  1827.  lie  came  to  America  in 
1842,  and  for  three  years  resided  at  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania,  and  thence  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  until  1857,  when  ho  came  to 
St.  Cloud  and  engaged  in  the  Hotel  business, 
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with  which  he  has  ever  wince  been  identified,  and 
is  the  oldest  hotel  man  in  the  city.  Mr.  Overbeek’s 
wife  was  Miss  Gesina  Derkis.  They  have  three 
children;  George  H.,  Anna  G.,  and  Mary. 

George  H.  Gverbeok,  tlic  present  ])ropriotor  of 
the  Minnesota  House,  was  born  in  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  in  1852.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud  with  the 
family  in  1857,  and  has  been  raised  in  the  hotel 
business.  If  is  well-filled  house  is  a better  crite- 
rion than  the  biographer’s  pen,  of  the  genial 
nature  and  obliging  disposition  of  this  popular 
landlord.  Mr.  Overbeck  was  married,  in  June, 
1877,  to  Miss  Mary  Lynch.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren; Mary  and  Elizabeth. 

John  11.  Owen,  a native  of  Cayuga  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  25th  of  October,  1825. 
When  cpiite  young  he  moved  with  the  family  to 
Onondaga  county,  where  he  lived  on  a farm  until 
twenty-seven  years  of  age.  He  then  removed  to 
Cortland  county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  carpen- 
ter business  until  1855,  when  he  came  to  St.  An- 
thony, Minnesota.  He  then  formed  a partnership 
with  J.  H.  Raymond,  and  has  been  connected  with 
him  in  business  ever  since.  For  two  years  they 
conducted  the  business  of  contractors  and  build- 
ers at  St.  Anthony,  and  then  came  to  St.  Cloud, 
which  has  since  been  their  residence,  and  where 
they  conduct  a door,  sash,  and  blind  factory.  Mr. 
Owen  was  married  on  the  31st  of  December,  1851, 
to  Alms  Julia  II.  Smith,  of  Vermont.  Their  chil- 
dren are,  Marian,  Jennie,  and  Louise. 

Alvin  Okton  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  on  the  5tli  of  October,  1830.  His  life 
was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native 
State  until  1850,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Greenbush,  Millc 
Lacs  county.  In  1875,  lie  removed  to  Haven, 
Sherburne  county,  where  ho  resided  live  years,  and 
where  he  now  owns  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of 
good  farming  land  in  section  seventeen.  Mr.  Orton 
purchased  a residence  in  this  city  in  the  spring  of 
1880,  and  removed  here  for  the  purpose  of  obtain- 
ing better  educational  advantages  for  his  growing 
family,  lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Farrington,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1800,  who 
died  in  November,  1871,  leaving  two  children,  Alary 
A.  and  Samuel  AI.  Air.  Orton’s  present  wife  was 
Alias  Sarah  J.  Orton,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
January,  1874. 

Shura  Kathhun  is  a native  of  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  born  in  1817.  In  1843,  ho  removed  to 
Pontiac,  Alichigan,  and  after  a five  years  stay,  went 
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to  Grand  Rapids,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons  and  general  blacksmithing, 
until  his  immigration  to  the  Sauk  Valley  in  1870. 
lie  conducted  a farm  one  year  and  then  moved  to 
St.  Cloud,  where  lie  has  since  been  busily  engaged 
in  carriage  manufacturing  and  general  blacksmith- 
ing. He  was  married  in  1838,  to  Aliss  Alary  A. 
Proper.  They  have  had  four  children;  Caroline, 
AI.,  Edwin,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Alur- 
fresboro’,  Demornington  S.,  who  is  now  in  business 
with  his  father,  and  Addison.  Demornington  S. 
was  bom  in  Pontiac,  Alichigan,  on  the  13th  of 
June,  1817;  he  was  married  to  Isabella  H.  Proper. 
Their  children  are,  Edwin,  George,  Addison,  and 
Helen. 

John  AT.  Rosenberger  was  born  in  Cumberland, 
Maryland,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1842.  He  came 
to  St.  Cloud  in  the  spring  of  1850,  when  St.  Cloud 
was  in  its  infancy,  and  since  that  time  has  been 
one  of  the  active  business  men  of  the  city.  He 
was  married  in  February,  1801,  to  Aliss  Anna 
Lieser,  of  St.  Cloud.  They  have  three  children; 
Joseph  B.,  Alary  E.,  and  Matilda. 

Henry  J.  Rosenberger  is  also  a native  of  (Cum- 
berland, Alary  laud,  born  on  the  18th  of  October, 
1844.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  he  came  with  his 
father’s  family  to  St.  Cloud,  and  soon  after,  engaged 
as  clerk  in  a store,  where  he  continued  for  a number 
of  years.  The  result  of  this  early  business  train- 
ing is  noticeable  in  the  fact  that  Air.  Rosenberger, 
in  conjunction  with  his  father  and  brothers,  has 
for  the  last  twenty  years  been  prominent  among 
the  enterprising  business  men  of  St.  Cloud.  Air. 
Rosenberger  was  married  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1874,  to  Aliss  Alagdalina  Schafer.  Their  children 
are,  Elizabeth  C.,  George  L.,  Ida  AI.,  and  Anna. 

Ambrose  Raymond  was  born  in  New  York,  in 
1840.  When  fifteen  years  old,  he  came  to  Winne- 
bago county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  carriage-making  and  resided  a number  of 
years.  In  1804,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud  and  was  in 
the  employ  of  AV.  H.  Weary  until  Alay,  1877, 
when  he  began  business  on  his  own  account.  Air. 
Raymond  was  united  in  marriage  with  Aliss  Isa- 
bel J.  Baird,  in  1870.  Their  children  are,  Helen 
N.,  Della,  Mabel,  and  Lomie. 

William  L.  Rosenberger  was  born  in  Cumber- 
land, Maryland,  in  1853.  When  quite  young,  he 
came  with  his  parents  to  St.  Cloud,  which  has 
since  been  his  place  of  residence.  During  his  mi- 
nority, while  not  attending  school,  he  wras  engaged 
as  a salesman,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
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1 io  established  a book  ami  stationery  store,  in  which 
business  lie  .still  continues.  He  is  also  one  of  the 
proprietors  of  “Her  Nordstern,”  a German  news- 
paper published  in  this  City.  Mr.  Rosenberger 
was  married  on  the  25th  of  September,  1H77,  to 
Miss  Barbara  Schafer,  of  St.  Cloud.  They  have 
two  children;  Louis  B.  and  Edward  G. 

Alexandeb  E.  Robebtson,  a native  of  Pictou 
county,  Nova  Scotia,  was  born  in  1844.  He  came 
to  St.  Cloud  on  the  15th  of  November,  1855,  spent 
the  first  winter  in  the  pineries,  and  afterwards 
worked  in  a furniture  shop.  In  the  fall  of  18(55, 
he  went  to  work  at  the  jewelry  lousiness,  in  which 
he  has  continued  till  the  present  time.  After  a 
three  years  stay  in  St.  Cloud,  lie  went  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, California,  and  remained  until  1871,  when 
he  returned  to  St.  Cloud  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. In  1873,  he  engaged  in  business  on  his 
own  account,  and  has  had  his  share  of  the  trade 
in  his  line.  In  May,  1877,  Mr.  Robertson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Robertson. 
They  have  two  children;  Ada  F.  and  Reuben  W. 

John  Rogebs  dates  his  birth  in  Yates  county, 
New  York,  on  the  22d  of  May,  1831.  In  1857,  he 
came  to  St.  Anthony,  and  was  employed  in  the 
mills  at  that  place  until  the  spring  of  1859,  when 
he  piloted  the  first  stage  through  from  St.  Cloud 
to  Breckenridge.  In  July  of  the  same  year,  he 
made  a claim  at  Evansville,  Douglas  county, 
where  he  kept  the  stage  station  until  driven  out 
by  the  Indians  in  1852.  In  1863,  he  removed  his 
family  to  St.  Cloud,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  Livery  business.  Mr.  Rogers  was  married 
in  1851,  to  Miss  Sarah  Moore.  Their  children  are, 
George  Clayton,  Edward,  Minnie,  Charles,  Nellie, 
and  Carrie  B. 

Ebenezeb  Robebtson  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia, 
on  the  Kith  of  March,  1836.  In  1853,  he  went  to 
New  Brunswick,  and  was  one  year  in  the  lumber 
business;  thence  to  Maine,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  lumber  and  hotel  business  until  1861.  The 
next  five  years  were  spent  in  the  Provinces,  en- 
gaged in  mining.  In  1866,  lie  came  to  St.  Cloud 
and  followed  various  occupations  until  1878,  when 
he  established  himself  in  the  grocery  business, 
which  he  still  continues.  He  was  Chief  of  Police 
of  St.  Cloud  for  a time,  and  lias  also  held  the  of- 
fice of  Deputy  SlieriiL  Mr.  Robertson  was  mar- 
ried in  1871,  to  Miss  Belinda  Piekit,  of  llermon, 
New  York.  They  have  one  child,  Winnefred  C. 

James  \V.  Robebtson  dates  his  birth  in  Nova 
Scotia,  in  1830.  He  came  to  St.  Anthony  in  1853, 


and  worked  at  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  until 
1860,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he  has 
since  successfully  plied  his  vocation.  He  did 
the  blacksmith  work  for  the  Minnesota  Stage 
Company  while  their  route  lay  through  St.  Cloud. 
Mr.  Robertson  was  married  in  1855,  to  Miss  Ann 
Langdon.  They  have  four  children ; Thomas  D., 
Flora  C.,  James  A.,  and  Viola. 

Fbedebick  Raymond  was  born  in  Lower  Can- 
ada, on  the  16th  of  June,  1830.  When  nine  years 
of  age,  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Aroostook 
county,  Maine,  where  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1867,  when  he  came  to  St.  Cloud.  Mr. 
Raymond  has  been  engaged  at  various  oc- 
cupations since  coming  here,  but  has  de- 
voted the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  his 
trade,  that  of  boat  builder,  lie  was  married  on 
the  14th  of  June,  1859,  to  Miss  Mary  Michael. 
They  have  eight  children,  whose  names  are  An- 
thony, Gilbert,  Edward,  Sophia,  Frederick,  George, 
Abbie,  and  Young. 

John  H.  Raymond  is  a native  of  Cineinnatus, 
Cortland  county,  New  York,  born  on  the  28th  of 
January,  1834.  In  1855,  he  came  to  St.  Anthony, 
Minnesota,  and  has  since  that  time  sustained  a 
business  partnership  with  John  H.  Owen,  of  this 
city.  After  remaining  in  St.  Anthony  two  years, 
lie  came  to  St.  Cloud,  which  has  since  been  his 
residence.  During  the  Sioux  outbreak  of  1862, 
Mr.  Raymond  accompanied  Gen.  Sibley  in  his 
campaign  against  the  Indians.  He  was  married 
on  the  4th  of  July,  1858,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
Smith,  of  his  native  town.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, named  Mary. 

Rupebt  Setdenbu.su,  Bishop  and  Vicar-apostolic 
of  Northern  Minnesota,  is  a native  of  Munich, 
Bavaria,  and  was  born  on  the  13th  of  October, 
1830.  He  spent  his  younger  years  in  obtaining  a 
classical  and  philosophical  education,  and  in  the 
autumn  of  1850,  came  to  America,  and  entered  im- 
mediately upon  the  study  of  theology  at  St.  Vin- 
cent, Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  ordained  prii  st 
on  the  22d  of  June,  1853.  He  officiated  there  for 
two  years;  the  same  length  of  time  at  St.  Mary’s, 
in  the  same  State;  five  years  at  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey; one  year  at  Butler,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  June, 
1863,  returned  to  St.  Vincent,  and  served  four 
years  as  Prior  of  St.  Benedict.  In  18(57,  he  became 
Abbot  of  St.  John’s  College,  Stearns  county,  Min- 
nesota, twelve  miles  northwest  of  St.  Cloud,  and 
in  1875,  became  Bishop  and  Vicar-apostolic  of 
Northern  Minnesota,  which  position  ho  now  holds, 
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with  his  residence  at  St.  Cloud.  His  diocese  em- 
braces all  Northern  Minnesota  to  the  British  do- 
minions, and  Northwestern  Dakota,  as  far  west  as 
the  Missouri  rives-.  It  is  an  immense  field  for  one 
man  to  siijierviso,  and  the  Bishop  travels  upwards 
of  four  thousand  miles  annually. 

Robert  L.  Scott,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  1848,  and  settled  at  Terre  Haute,  In- 
diana, where  he  was  engaged  in  the  carriage  bus- 
iness for  a number  of  years.  In  18C2,  he  enlisted, 
and  had  charge  of  the  army  wagon  shop  until  he 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi, 
in  December,  1863.  He  was  soon  after  paroled, 
and  went  with  the  Second  Minnesota  Battery,  as 
sutler,  till  the  war  closed.  He  then  conducted  a 
general  store  at  East  Tennessee,  until  1866,  when 
he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  and  in  company  with  H. 
Tilton,  run  the  Stearns  House  for  about  one  year. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons,  and  general  blacksmithing.  Mr.  Scott 
was  married  in  1865,  to  Annie  B.  Gaylord,  who 
died  in  1869.  The  fruit  of  this  union  was  one 
child,  who  died  when  thirteen  months  old.  His 
present  wife  was  Mary  J.  Keougli,  with  whom  lie 
was  united  in  marriage  in  1878.  They  have  two 
children;  Florence  J.  and  Mabel. 

David  H.  Spicer  was  born  at  Homer,  New 
York,  in  1830.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  the 
spring  of  1855,  was  employed  at  carpenter  work 
the  first  summer,  and  in  the  fall,  went  to  Brock- 
way township  and  located  a claim  of  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  under  the  town  site  pre- 
emption law,  and  together  with  Henry  C.  Waite, 
surveyed  and  platted  the  town  of  Brock  way.  Mr. 
Spicer  also  pre-empted  a farm  near  the  town  site, 
on  which  he  lived  seven  years.  In  1862,  he  dis- 
posed of  his  interests  in  Stearns  county  and 
removed  to  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese 
boxes,  to  which  he  added,  after  a time,  the  manu- 
facture of  cheese.  In  1865,  ho  returned  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  fur- 
niture business.  Mr.  Spicer  claims  that  his  mar- 
riage was  the  first  to  be  solemnized  in  Stearns 
county.  He  was  married  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Marvin,  of  Kentucky. 
The  result  of  this  union  is  two  children;  Anna  E., 
now  the  wifo  of  Rev.  W.  E.  Stanley,  pastor  of  the 
Baptist  church  at  Troy,  Ohio,  and  Clinton  G., 
still  at  home. 

E.  B.  Strong,  for  twenty-one  years  a resident 
of  St.  Cloud,  was  born  in  Onondaga  county,  New 
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York,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1814.  He  received  a 
common  school  and  academic  education,  and  as- 
sisted in  his  father’s  store  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Logansport,  Cass  county, 
Indiana,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  lie 
remained  in  that  city  twenty-one  years,  serving 
the  county  as  Treasurer  a portion  of  the  time. 
He  then  came  north  and  was  located  at  Superior 
City,  on  Lake  Superior,  for  three  years,  where  he 
kept  a general  store.  In  1860,  Mr.  Strong  came 
to  St.  Cloud  and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  He 
was  first  engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but 
since  the  1st  of  January,  1871,  has  held  the  oilice 
of  Clerk  of  the  District  Court.  Mr.  Strong  was 
married  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  in  April, 
1836,  to  Miss  Mary  Warren,  a native  of  New 
York  City,  of  English  extraction.  They  have  had 
six  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living;  Ella, 
the  wife  of  Judge  E.  O.  Hamlin,  an  old  resident 
of  St.  Cloud,  but  now  living  in  llonesdale,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Clara,  residing  at  home. 

Dodson  B.  Sharpe,  a leading  attorney  in 
Stearns  county,  is  a son  of  Almon  D.  and  Jane 
Searle,  and  was  born  at  Allegany,  Alls  gany  county, 
New  York,  on  the  4tli  of  June,  1841.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  war  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  I,  of  the  Sixty-fourth  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Bull  Run,  siege  of  Yorktown,  all  the  battles  before 
Richmond  under  General  McClellan,  the  Seven 
Days’  fight,  and  Fair  Oaks.  In  June,  18(53,  he 
was  detached  from  field  duty  by  order  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  Stanton.  Received  a civil  appoint- 
ment in  the  war  department,  where  he  had  charge 
of  an  important  branch  in  the  Adjutant-general's 
oilice,  and  held  that  position  for  several  years. 
Resigned  to  enter  the  legal  profession,  and  grad- 
uated at  Columbia  Law  College,  in  the  city  of 
Washington.  Mr.  Searle  cam  ; to  St.  Cloud  in 
Mav,  1871,  and  soon  after  entered  the  law  oilice 
of  Judge  E.  O.  Hamlin,  became  his  partner  in 
January,  1872,  and  in  November  of  the  following 
year,  tho  Judge  removed  to  Pennsylvania,  and 
Mr.  Searle  has  since  been  alone  in  the  practice. 
He  applies  himself  closely  to  his  profession;  is 
well  read,  and  being  thoroughly  posted  on  all 
points  of  law,  and  very  clear,  he  makes  an  ex- 
cellent counselor. 

George  S.  Spencer,  a native  of  Corning  Steu- 
ben county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  13th  of 
March,  1847.  His  father  was  a lawyer,  and  with 
him  George,  studied  a few  years,  afterwards  attend- 
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ing  tlie  University  of  Albany,  at  Albany,  New  York. 
On  account  of  ill-liealth  lie  was  compelled  to 
abandon  the  legal  profession,  and  in  1870,  came  to 
St.  Cloud,  where  he  lias  since  been  engaged  in  the 
drug  business.  Mr.  Spencer  was  a soldier  in  the 
civil  war,  enlisting  in  February,  1HG4,  in  the  Tenth 
New  York  Cavalry,  and  serving  till  the  war  closed. 
He  was  married  in  1870,  to  Miss  Martha  McCum- 
ber,  of  Preble,  Cortland  county,  New  York,  who 
died  on  the  31st  af  January,  1880,  leaving  one 
child,  named  George  T. 

Petek  Schmit  dates  his  birth  in  Luxemburg! 
Germany,  on  the  21st  of  February,  1831.  He 
came  to  America  in  1854,  and  after  a three  months 
stay  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  went  to  Canada,  where 
he  lived  about  two  years.  He  then  came  to  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota,  and  remained  four  years,  working 
at  his  trade,  that  of  house  carpenter.  In  1800,  he 
came  to  Luxemburg,  Stearns  county,  and  was 
farming  one  year,  after  which,  he  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  for  the  next  five  or  six  years,  worked 
in  a plow  shop,  but  has  worked  as  carpenter 
and  builder  most  of  the  time  since.  Mr- 
Schmit  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ivathe- 
rina  Thomas,  in  November,  1800.  Their  children 
are,  Peter,  Julius,  and  Mary. 

John  Schwartz  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the 
18th  of  December,  1822.  He  came  to  America  in 
1850,  and  after  remaining  one  year  in  St.  Paul, 
came  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  harness. 
Mr.  Schwartz  claims  this  to  have  been  the  first 
harness  shop  northwest  of  Minneapolis.  He  was 
married  in  1801,  to  Miss  Barbara  Streitz.  Their 
children  are,  Anna,  John,  Elizabeth,  William) 
Joseph,  Mary,  and  Stephen. 

C.  Schulten  is  a native  of  Munster,  Westpha- 
lia, Prussia,  and  was  born  on  the  4th  of  April, 
1831.  He  first  visited  the  shores  of  America  in 
1849,  and  during  the  next  three  years,  visited 
various  countries,  among  others,  the  West  Indies, 
Central  America,  Sandwich  Islands,  audt  lie  South- 
ern States  of  America,  arriving  in  St.  Louis,  in 
1853,  and  thence,  after  one  year’s  stay,  to  Chicago. 
In  the  spring  of  1855,  ho  purchased  a sloop,  and 
loading  her  with  merchandise,  traded  on  Luke 
Michigan  during  that  summer,  establishing  trad- 
ing posts  at  West  Harbor  and  Pottowattomie  Is- 
land. But  the  ill-fortune  that  constantly  threat- 
ens those,  “who  go  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,” 
overtook  him  the  same  fall;  his  sloop  was  wrecked 
on  St.  Martin’s  Island,  and  one  of  his  stores  rob- 


bed by  the  Beaver  Island  Mormons.  He  was 
compelled,  on  account  of  the  ice,  to  remain  on 
St.  Martin’s  Island  all  winter,  but  the  following 
spring  he  went  to  Green  Bay,  purchased  a 
schooner  and  another  stock  of  goods,  opened  a 
store  at  Door  Bluff  and  traded  among  the  islands 
that  summer.  In  June,  1857,  he  established  a 
fish  market  at  Kenosha,  Wisconsin,  using  his 
schooner  to  trade  for  fish  among  the  islands.  On 
one  of  those  trips,  the  vessel  was  frozen  in,  and 
Mr.  Schulten  was  obliged  to  walk  back  to  Keno- 
sha, a distance  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles.  The 
next  spring  he  went  to  Kansas  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains  on  a trading  and  hunting  trip,  but  re- 
turned in  the  winter  and  bought  a fishing  station, 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  ice,  soon  after.  In 
the  winter  of  1800,  he  had  a contract  for  carrying 
the  mail,  and  afterwards  formed  a partnership 
with  a Washinton  Harbor  firm,  establishing  a trad- 
ing post  at  Garden  Town,  Sag  Harbor,  Michigan, 
where  he  made  extensive  improvements  and  opened 
a farm.  In  1804,  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  business  at  that  point,  and  after  a year  spent 
in  Milwaukee,  came  to  St.  Cloud  and  opened  a 
general  store,  which  he  conducted  until  1807,  but 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  Drug  business. 

L.  W.  Stratton,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Minne- 
sota, was  born  in  Bradford,  Merrimac  county,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  25tli  of  April,  1810.  He  was 
reared  to  farming  pursuits  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  was  engaged  in  mill  building  for  the 
next  three  years,  going  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in 
October,  1837.  At  that  time,  New  Brunswick, 
New  Jersey,  was  the  western  terminus  of  the  rail- 
road out  of  New  York  City,  and  Columbia,  Penn- 
sylvania, the  terminus  of  the  road  west  from  Phil- 
adelphia. He  was  employed  for  some  time  on  a 
steam  saw  mill  at  Alton,  Illinois,  but  the  following 
winter,  engaged  with  the  St.  Croix  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  came  with  them  on  the  first  steamer 
that  ever  ascended  the  St.  Croix  River,  to  St.  Croix 
Falls,  Wisconsin,  arriving  on  the  10th  of  July, 
1838,  and  building  for  the  Company  the  first  mill 
at  that  place.  He  made  the  first  claim  at  Marino 
Mills,  Minnesota,  on  the  Pith  of  December,  of  t ho 
same  year,  and  put  up  twenty-five  cords  of  wood 
for  the  use  of  steamboats,  the  first  wood  corded 
for  that  purpose  above  Prairie  du  Chion.  He  soon 
after  went  to  Jersey  county,  Illinois,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  farm  machinery  for 
a number  of  years,  but  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  in  St.  Anthony,  in  June,  1852,  there  being 
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lmt  ono  dwelling  bouse  in  Minneapolis  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  lit  (lmt  time.  In  1853,  he 
built  the  first  Government  bridge  across  Hum 
river,  at  Anoka,  and  in  1854,  placed  the  first  sail- 
boat on  Lake  Minnetonka.  He  continued  to  reside 
in  St.  Anthony  and  Minneapolis  until  1871,  when 
ho  removed  to  Excelsior,  Hennepin  county, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  cul- 
ture of  grapes  and  grape  vines.  Mr.  Stratton  was 
married  in  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  on  the  28th 
of  June,  1842,  to  Miss  Perniecy  Pelham.  They 
are  the  parents  of  three  sons  and  five  daughters  ; 
two  of  the  sons  are  printers,  and  one  is  a fanner  ; 
the  daughters  have  all  acquired  a good  education, 
and  have  each  spent  several  years  at  teaching 
school. 

W.  F.  Street,  is  a native  of  Council  Bluffs, 
Iowa.  After  receiving  the  usual  preparatory 
course,  he  entered  the  Nebraska  State  University, 
and  graduated  in  1872.  Was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Minnesota,  at  St.  Paul,  in  1879,  and  has  since 
practiced  law  in  St.  Cloud.  Mr.  Street’s  residence 
is  in  Sauk  Bapids,  where  he  also  has  an  office. 

Dr.  Moody  C.  Tolman,  (deceased)  a graduate 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  one  of  the  first  settlers 
of  Stearns  county,  was  born  in  Vermont,  in  1824. 
In  1855,  he  came  to  Stearns  county,  and  located 
in  the  town  of  Brockway,  being  the  first  physician 
in  the  town.*  In  1859,  the  family  removed  to 
Anoka,  which  was  their  residence  until  18(15.  In 
18(51,  Dr.  Tolman  enlisted  as  surgeon,  in  the  Sec- 
ond Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
during  the  war;  ho  accompanied  Sherman  in  his 
famous  “ March  to  the  Sea.”  After  his  return,  he 
removed  his  family  to  St.  Cloud,  and  practiced 
medicine  for  three  years,  after  which  he  opened  a 
drug  store,  and  conducted  it  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  2d  of  March,  1873.  Mrs.  'l'ol- 
nmn’s  maiden  name  was  Sarah  E.  Dwinal,  a native 
of  Mechanics'  Falls,  Maine.  Their  children  are, 
Minnie  C.,  Ilenry  E.,  and  Frank.  Air.  Tolman  was 
a member  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1859-CO ; for 
a number  of  years  President  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation, and  also  County  Superintendent  of  Schools 
for  several  years.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  ho 
was  resident  Director  of  the  Normal  School. 

Leonard  Thielman  whs  born  in  Prussia,  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1844.  In  1858,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica, and  resided  until  18(11,  at  Erie,  New  York. 
He  then  enlisted  in  the  Forty-ninth  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  one  year, 
and  afterwards,  two  years  in  the  Navy.  In  18(15, 


he  came  to  St.  Cloud  and  was  employed  for  the 
next  live  years,  at  farming  and  clerking  in  a store, 
in  1870,  he  commenced  the  manufacture  and  sale 
of  pumps,  and  also  engaged  in  the  drive-well  busi- 
ness. Since  January,  1881,  he  has  been  a member 
of  the  firm  of  Gfriebler  <fc  Thielman,  hardware  mer- 
chants of  this  city.  Mr.  Thielman  was  married 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1807,  to  Miss  Mary  Buf.  They 
have  eight  children;  Frank  J.,  William,  Peter,  Ru- 
dolph, George,  Carrie  M.,  John,  and  Henry. 

B.  F.  Toziek,  a native  of  Penobscot  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  24tli  of  February,  1839. 
He  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  1872,  and  has  since  been 
employed  in  the  various  mills  in  this  city.  Mr. 
Tozier  was  engineer  in  Raymond  & Owen’s  manu- 
factory for  five  years,  and  now  holds  the  same  po- 
sition in  F.  H.  Dam’s  mill.  He  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Alary  H.  Nodin,  in  July,  I860. 

Francis  Talcott  dates  his  birth,  in  Glastonbury, 
Connecticut,  on  the  4th  of  Alarch,  1822.  He  came 
to  St.  Cloud  in  Alay,  185G,  and  after  spending  the 
first  summer  on  a farm,  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
business  at  Lower  Town,  where  he  continued  to 
trade  for  ten  years,  after  which  he  removed  to  the 
business  center  of  the  city,  where  he  enjoys  a fair 
share  of  the  public  patronage.  Alias  Bhoda  AI. 
Dewey,  of  Alalone,  New  York,  became  the  wife  of 
Air.  Talcott,  on  the  14th  of  November,  1871. 

Henry  Chester  Waite,  one  of  the  pioneers 
and  leading  business  men  of  Steams  county,  is  a 
native  of  Rensselaerville,  Albany  county,  New 
York,  and  was  born  on  the  30th  of  June,  1830. 
When  he  was  four  or  five  years  old,  his  parents 
moved  to  Chautauqua  county,  in  the  western  part 
of  the  State,  halting  two  or  three  years  in  the 
town  of  Pomfret,  and  then  settling  on  a farm  in 
the  town  of  Gerry,  where  Henry  had  some  experi- 
ence in  solid  work.  He  prepared  for  college  at 
Frt  donia  and  Jamestown,  entered  the  junior  class 
of  Union  College,  Schenectady,  in  1849,  and  grad- 
uated two  years  later;  read  law  with  Emory  F. 
Warren,  of  Sinclairville,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  a term  of  court  held  at  Angelica,  Allegany 
county,  in  the  summer  of  1853.  In  the  autumn 
of  the  same  year,  Air.  Waite  located  at  Madison, 
Wisconsin,  forming  a partnership  in  the  law  prac- 
tice with  Alexander  Botkin,  since  deceased,  and 
Thomas  Hood,  the  firm  being  Botkin,  Hood,  and 
Waite.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  while  the  Winne- 
bago Indians  were  vacating  this  part  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley,  Air.  Waite  settled  at  St.  Cloud,  lin- 
ing the  first  attorney  to  opt  n an  office  here.  Aftt  r 
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practicing  80V('rnl  years,  lie  opened  a private  bank, 
in  company  with  T.  C.  MeCluro,  and  managed  it 
till  18G5,  wlu'ii  ho  was  appointed  Register  of  the 
land  ollice,  a position  which  lie  held  for  four  years. 
For  the  last  dozen  years,  Mr.  Waite  has  been  in 
miscellaneous  business  -farming,  milling,  mer- 
chandising, mining,  etc.  He  has  a farm  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  acres  near  town,  a flouring 
mill  at  Cold  Spring  City,  an  interest  in  several 
stave  factories,  and  is  a partner  in  the  Black  Hills 
Mining  and  Quartz  Mill  Company,  Dakota  Terri- 
tory. He  has  seen  a good  deal  of  frontier  life,  is 
an  energetic  and  very  industrious  man,  has  one  of 
the  kindest  of  hearts,  and  is  an  invaluable  neigh- 
bor, esteemed  by  everybody  for  his  generous  deeds. 
Mr.  Waite  was  a member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  in  1857,  and  since  Minnesota  became  a 
State,  has  served  one  session  in  the  House  and 
two  in  the  Senate.  He  is  a diligent  man,  whether 
working  for  himself  or  for  the  State,  and  having 
good  judgment,  as  well  as  practical  application, 
he  made  a valuable  legislator.  In  the  Senate,  he 
was  Chairman  of  the  railroad  and  printing  com- 
mittees, and  on  the  judiciary  committee.  The  wife 
of  Mr.  Waite  was  Mrs.  Maria  D.  Paige,  daughter 
of  Dr. .Shepherd  Clarke,  of  Hubbardston,  Worces- 
ter county,  Massachusetts,  their  marriage  occur- 
ring on  the  1st  of  January,  I860.  They  have  two 
sons;  John  Chester  and  Clarke. 

Hon.  Charles  A.  Gilman,  Lieutenant  Governor 
of  Minnesota,  and  for  many  years  prominently 
identified  with  the  political  history  of  the  State,  is 
a lineal  descendant  of  Edward  Gilman,  who  came 
from  England  in  1(5158,  and  whose  descendants  af- 
terward figured  conspicuously  in  the  chronicles  of 
New  England.  Charles  Andrew,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  a son  of  Charles  and  Eliza  (Pago)  Gilman, 
his  birth  occurring  at  Gilmunlown,  New  Hampshire, 
February  Dili,  1815:5.  His  youth  was  passed  on  his 
father’s  farm,  securing  in  the  meantime  such  edu- 
cational advantages  as  were  offered  in  the  common 
schools,  afterwards  receiving  an  academic  educa- 
tion in  his  native  town,  and  was  employed  in  teach- 
ing several  terms.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  located  at  Sauk  Rapids,  where  he  remain- 
ed about  six  years,  during  which  time  he  served 
one  term  as  Register  of  Deeds,  and  one  as  Auditor 
of  Benton  county.  In  18(51,  he  was  appointed  by 
President  Lincoln,  to  the  ollice  of  Receiver  of  the 
land  ollice  at  St.  Cloud,  and  removed  to  that  place, 
which  hassince  been  his  home,  llis  residence  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  Northwest,  commanding  a de- 


lightful view  of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  bank  of  which 
it  is  situated.  After  four  years  in  the  land  ollice,  he 
spent  one  or  two  years  in  lumbering,  then  returned 
to  the  ollice  under  appointment  by  President  John- 
son, but  resigned  at  the  end  of  one  year,  and  en- 
gaged in  extensive  explorations,  surveys,  and  land 
sales,  in  which  he  has  spent  many  years.  In  18(51), 
he  was  appointed  Register  of  the  land  ollice,  but 
resigned  near  the  close  of  the  next  year,  and  in 
1875,  commenced  the  study  of  law.  In  December, 
187(5,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar,  and  at  the  no- 
table impeachment  trial  of  Judge  Sherman  Page, 
was  employed  as  one  of  the  managers  for  the  pros- 
ecution. lie  was  a member  of  the  State  Senate 
in  1808-61),  his  district  then  comprising  over  half 
the  area  of  the  State,  also  a member  of  the  lower 
house  in  1875-78,  and  re-elected  in  November, 
1878,  being  elected  Speaker  at  the  organization  of 
the  legislature  in  January,  1879.  In  1879,  he 
was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  which  position 
he  still  holds.  In  the  session  of  1877,  he  was  in- 
strumental in  prosecuting  the  measures  leading  to 
the  final  building  of  the  railroad  from  Sauk  Rap- 
ids to  Braincrd,  of  which  line  he  is  one  of  the  Di- 
rectors. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1857,  Mr.  Gilman  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hester  Cronk,  of 
Sauk  Rapids,  from  which  union  several  children 
have  been  born,  a number  of  whom ’have  died. 

J.  E.  West,  one  of  St.  Cloud’s  pioneers,  and 
Postmaster  since  1809,  is  a native  of  Greene 
county,  Ohio,  born  in  1833.  He  came  to  St. 
Cloud  in  1855,  and  was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  a short  time,  but  the  following  spring, 
established  a general  store,  which  lie  discontinued 
in  1857.  He  then  manufactured  lime  and  brick, 
and  was  also  engaged  in  building  for  several 
years.  In  18(52,  he  enlisted  in  Company  T,  of  the 
Seventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served 
three  years;  he  was  mustered  in  as  Sergeant,  but 
promoted  to  Lieutenant,  and  held  a Captain’s 
commission  at  the  time  of  his  discharge.  Mr. 
West  returned  to  St.  Cloud  and  has  ever  since 
been  closely  identified  with  the  progressive  ele- 
ment of  the  city. 

James  E.  Wino  was  born  in  Kennebec  county, 
Maine,  on  the  15th  of  May,  1832.  He  came  west 
in  18(53,  and  located  at  Brockway,  Stearns  county, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  three  years. 
He  then  removed  his  family  to  St.  Cloud,  but 
wont  himself  to  Otter  Tail  county,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  lumber  business  one  year.  He  then 
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returned  to  St.  (Iloiid,  which  has  since  been  his 
residence.  Mr.  Wing  in  quite  extensively  en- 
gaged in  the  Bale  of  agricultural  implements  and 
buying  wheat.  He  wan  married  on  the  17th  of 
November,  1855,  to  Minn  Susan  (larey,  of  Belfast, 
Maine.  They  have  two  children ; Theodore  C.  and 
Joseph  W. 

John  A.  Warnken  in  a native  of  Germany, 
born  in  1850.  He  came  to  America  in  1870,  and 
resided  at  Cincinnati  one  year,  thenco  to  Louis- 
ville1, Kentucky,  and  in  March,  1872,  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  for  the  next  two  years,  was  engaged  as 
teacher  in  the  schools  of  Stearns  county.  Since 
187-4,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricul- 
tural implements.  Mr.  Warnken  was  married  on 
the  15th  of  June,  1873  to  Miss  Mary  Seliiefer, 
who  died  in  September,  1877,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren; William,  Gertrude,  and  Henry.  He  was 
married  again  on  the  19th  of  August,  1878,  to 
Lizzie  Boos.  They  have  one  child  named  Mary. 

Nicholas  Weber  dates  his  birth  in  Luxenburg, 
Germany,  in  1845.  In  1850,  lie  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  who  located  in  St.  Augusta, 
Stearns  county,  where  Nicholas  grew  to  manhood, 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits,  which  he  followed 
until  1877,  when  he  removed  to  St.  Cloud.  Mr. 
Weber  is  now  engaged  in  the  sale  of  agricultural 
implements.  He  was  married  on  the  28th  of  No- 
vember, 1872,  to  Miss  Mary  Martlialer.  Of  live 
children  which  they  have  had,  four  are  living; 
Emma  M.,  Mary  A.,  Elizabeth  K.,  and  Joseph  P. 

Warren  W.  Wrioht,  station  agent  of  the  St. 
Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  Railroad  Com- 
pany, in  St.  Cloud,  is  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
New  York,  born  on  the  11th  of  July,  1823.  When 
eleven  years  of  age,  he  went  to  sea,  and  followed 
the  profession  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  suc- 
cessively tilling  every  position,  from  cabin-boy  to 
Captain.  In  185(5,  he  came  to  Wabasha  county, 
Minnesota,  and  was  engaged  at  farming  and  mer- 
chandising until  1804,  when  lie  came  to  Anoka  as 
station  agent  for  the  railroad  company,  and  has 
since  been  in  their  employ.  He  has  be  en  station 
agent  at  Anoka,  Elk  River,  Big  Lake,  and  St. 
Cloud,  coming  to  the  latter  place  in  1807.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Ismon, 
on  the  18th  of  September,  1850.  They  have 
seven  children;  Mattie  E.,  now  Mrs.  J.  F.  Steven- 
son, of  St.  Cloud;  Mollie,  Edward  1L,  who  is 
ticket  agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  St.  Cloud, 
which  position  ho  has  held  about  four  years,  lie 
was  born  in  Plainvicw,  Wabasha  county,  Minne- 


sota, on  the  24th  of  September,  18(51;  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  F.  E.  Hamlin, of  St.  Cloud;  Susie  B.,  Charles 
1\,  and  Warren  W. 

Nick.  J.  Weber,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
City  brewery,  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Germany, 
on  tin!  29th  of  September,  1852.  When  quite 
young,  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  and 
was  reared  on  a farm  in  St.  Augusta,  Stearns 
county.  In  1878,  came  to  St.  Cloud  township, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  until  February,  1881, 
when  he  bought  a half  interest  in  the  brewery. 
Mr.  Weber  was  married  on  the  22d  of  January, 
1878,  to  Miss  Margaret  Bisineus,  of  St.  Cloud. 
Their  children  are,  William  S.  and  John  P. 

John  L.  Wilson,  one  of  the  early  pioneers, 
and  the  proprietor  of  the  site  of  St.  Cloud,  was  born 
at  Columbia,  Washington  county,  Maine,  on  the 
24th  of  February,  1829.  When  about  five  years 
old,  the  family  moved  to  what  is  now  Bradley, 
twelve  miles  above  Bangor,  on  the  Penobscot 
river,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  atteinli  d 
school,  the  teacher  being  Mrs.  Gardner,  now  of 
Grove  Lake,  Stearns  county.  In  1839,  he  removed 
with  the  family,  to  New  Jersey,  and  when  twelve 
years  old,  went  to  New  York  City,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  printing  ollice  of  Goodale,  Barker  & 
Nyles,  the  great  temperance  journal  publishers. 
He  then  was  clerk  in  a store  for  a time,  after  which 
he  was  engaged  with  the  wholesale  hat,  cap,  and 
fur  house  of  E.  C.  Boughton  & Co.,  thence  in  the 
employ  of  William  R.  Prince,  the  great  real  estate 
speculator  of  Flushing,  Long  Island,  after  which 
he  spoilt  a number  of  years  in  the  exchange  and 
brokerage  business.  In  1849,  he  came  west  and 
located  at  St.  Charles,  Illinois,  and  for  eleven  years 
followed  the  occupation  of  contractor  and  builder 
in  that  vicinity.  In  1851,  he  came  to  Minnesota 
under  a contract  with  Mr.  Taylor,  the  partner  of 
Franklin  Steele,  to  put  in  seven  saw  mills  at  the 
Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  but  the  proprietors  dis- 
agreed and  the  mills  were  not  built. 

In  December,  1852,  he  came  to  Sauk  Rapids 
and  commenced  work  on  a saw  mill  for  the  “Min- 
nesota Outfit,”  and  also  built  a house  there  for  the 
land  company.  Some  time  after,  he  went  to  Little 
Falls  and  completed  a saw  mill  which  had  been 
previously  commenced,  and  also  built  the  tiivt  mill 
in  Stearns  county,  a saw  mill  at  St.  Augusta.  Mr. 
Wilson  came  to  this  place  in  1853,  bought  the 
present  site  of  St.  Cloud  from  a squatter,  and  has 
resided  here  ever  since.  He  was  a Representative 
in  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  1855-50  and  '57, 


20 


: >■  1 is  i"  ir 

,1  Hi  . 'I  ii):!li  ;.J  ri  ! t« 

• I i-’-  i • -.■,(■  ii  * ; ' ■ - : 

u 

' : • i itfe  ( i >i|.  ■ J ,'f'i 

• )!  J ! so  i i fj  So  •.  » ij-  ;. ■■ 

s ‘n.  ; : i ' ' : ' ' ■ 

u «<..•  . Ai  1*  no  :•■■■.  y •.  ui.  ..  j 

1 'lnVit  il  >dn  j ••  ' . .J / ! S'l 

T"  ’ f i ■ ■ I . ■ ' i:ii  .■  T'  , 1 ,jr  ioot'f'o 

[■  • • »’J  •"  .'!?■>  i . ■ . sail-  , '• . ; r il  -,.Vt 

■ f • • i • "I  >"<).'  . .-i  ‘ '. 

o yjt'tt  >jib  , >l-ro I v/  ..  cJ  Jj.tw  ,F;fo  nn  . 

1 f'.H  ,Q'i.fo  • « 1 ■ ii'ifi.'  j ■ : I .1 

■ - 1 ■ I i • , >"■  ; I ! . : ; , ■ . i 


‘•hi  1 1 •»•)!(!»•  -.‘V  : . ..  ..  ..  . 

’f'>  fj'/'flhiytl'/  > ''MOMi  ••  f to. i * .'ibiirjfii'-  > i 

'."I  • !'  -I'.flifll!  'll  ,1)1. f . h . ' JIM  • 

. . ■ t r.iH'  .!/ 

•■■■  ■■  i ' I 1 i >r  , '!;•!  ■ ‘ n 1 •'  i till ! . I ::  : iny  ; 

Jil  O,  ,)■>■ 

!<i  • ‘i  j - i 

W ‘f  !'  ' J ,!•(  ' '■  'Jil  |i  ,7.  . 

..ttTti.uiiw.hl  n.i  - . .Is!  fdd  .-:<5  • Uf  ■ ;7  to.tr.iZ 

> .Irf  O!  ' ..-’j'.'jmI  • ;!  .Jill «i*i  iiii.i' 

(ji.tllll'ilflt  oj  V/!.  •'  r !l|..J  'ox  ' .V.tw  •>»«,••  l>lH 
' • I Oil  I'M  fv.  . n It  I'd  ..':;.  ,|o 

Ji  ...  •!£>.  • M l.j  lua  . ■:  1.'  > Y,  f .;t  , i 


f r .<(ny  'M  f fi'i*!;  ' ' • ' ' • ;.<  [ j 

i lO.lii;  .l>:i«ii'T  giioJi  , M'i'i,  i.i'i  ,m  Mi  ii.illlyyq.-l 

i ,•  . JJ: :v  ' .1*  i Si, i ■ 1 1 > Rio. ii  ) i.  mm..  i[  • ■ 

inf  ■ i , • hqfir.'  i-  |^<i  1 '•  ’ Vi  :i.-  ii  fe:  . iji  ' ', ' ui  mi.. 

. Ii'  i 'it  Hi  I ' 7 'i;M'.7>  !;  aI  . Vqlr  i . -iji  > ; y., 


1 ■ ■ i'"'i  v ' i ' J:,: . i '.v  Ki'ti  mi! 

■f  ; '.  i'yji  1 - <i  , ■'■  , ii...  . 

. M'  ■'  'l/:  ' ' M.  i •;  • • i .ii 


lit.  -i;  m : i'll ; ) :>■■.  . ii.  . ...  i mm  . . . ■ !.m 


ini  ■ Ml  m | 


402 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


mid  in  the  State  Legislature  of  1870.  ITo  was 
(lie  lirst  President  of  the  city  eownoil  in  St. 
Cloud,  and  lias  been  City  Justice  and  Alder- 
man, and  hold  a number  of  other  local  offices;  he 
was  uIho  Judge  of  Probate  of  Itenton  county  in 
JHf>!l.  Mr.  Wilson  was  married  to  Miss  Cordelia 
Morgan,  daughter  of  Joshua  Morgan,  founder  of 
the  city  of  llutl'alo,  New  York,  in  May,  1847;  she 
died  in  November,  1852,  leaving  one  son,  who  also 
died  the  following  January.  He  was  married 
again  on  the  1 3tli  of  November,  1855,  to  Mrs. 
Harriet  N.  Corbet.  Their  children  are,  Frederick, 
Grace  P.,  Nettie  E.,  and  Victor. 

Charles  Weber,  deceased,  one  of  the  first  Ho- 
meopathic practitioners  west  of  Minneapolis,  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  12th  of  February,  1829. 
He  came  to  America  in  1847,  and  located  at  Pitts- 
burg, Pennsylvania,  which  was  his  homo  for  seven 
years.  While  there  lie  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, and  spent  two  years  and  a half  at  St.  Vincent 
College,  afterwards  graduating  at  tho  Hahnemann 
Medical  College,  Chicago.  About  1855,  he  went 
to  Burlington,  Iowa,  and  was  engaged  in  the  drug 
business  there  until  18G2,  when  lie  came  to  St* 
Cloud,  and  carried  on  a drug  store  here,  besides  hav- 
ing an  extensive  practice,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  the  spring  of  1881.  The  Doctor  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Schimmer, 
of  Pittsburg.  They  had  four  children;  Frederick 
Ij,,  Charles  M.,  Francis,  and  Anna.  The  two  sons 
are  promising  young  men,  aged  respectively  twen- 
ty-two and  twenty  years.  They  have  been  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  fora  number  of  years  in 
this  and  adjoining  counties. 

M.  Wetzel  was  born  in  Germany  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1836.  He  came  to  America  in  1864,  and 
after  working  a year  at  tin1  cooper's  trade  in  Chi- 
cago, came  to  SI.  Cloud,  remained  three  years  and 
went  to  Minneapolis,  but  returned  to  St.  Cloud  in 
1868,  and  lias  resided  here  ever  since.  Mr.  Wetzel 
has  followed  the  occupation  of  cooper  ever  since 
coming  to  St.  Cloud. 


ALBANY. 

CHAPTER  XC. 

GENERAL  DESCRIl'TTON EARLY  SETTLEMENT— OR- 
GANIZATION — VILLAGE SCHOOLS CHURCHES  — 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS — RIOGRAI’IIICAL. 

Albany  is  situated  in  the  northeast  center  of 


tho  county,  and  embraces  township  125  north, 
range  31  west.  It  is  chielly  covered  with  timber  of 
the  different  varieties  of  oak,  with  some  small  ma- 
ple and  poplar. 

There  are  a number  of  good  hay  meadows  in 
the  town,  making  if  quite  desirable  for  grazing 
purposes.  The  settlers  are  chielly  Germans  and 
Austrians,  the  greater  portion  of  whom  have  but 
recently  begun  to  open  their  farms. 

There  were  no  evidences  of  occupancy  or  im- 
provement here  when  John  Sell  win  ghammer,  Jr. 
came  in  search  of  a home  in  1862.  After  explor- 
ing the  country  and  selecting  a location,  Mr. 
Schwinghammer  returned  to  his  family,  but  came 
with  his  father  the  following  summer,  and  made 
claims  on  sections  twenty-two  and  twenty-three. 
The  son  still  resides  on  the  old  claim,  but  his  father 
died  in  1867,  which  was  tho  first  death  in  the  town. 
Prominent  among  those  who  followed  the  same 
year  were,  Isidore  Obermiller,  Paul  Obermiller, 
and  John  Platz,  and  during  the  next  three  or  four 
years,  John  and  Jacob  Christen,  Peter  Dirkes, 
George  Leissle,  Simon  Groetch,  and  others  made 
claims  in  the  same  locality. 

This  town  was  a part  of  Avon  until  1868,  when 
a separate  organization  was  effected.  It  has  an 
area  of  23,010  acres,  of  which,  1534  are  under  cul- 
tivation. The  population,  according  to  the  last 
census,  was  580. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  first  general  town 
meeting  were:  Supervisors,  John  Schwingham- 

mer, Chairman,  Isidore  Obermiller,  and  John  Hau- 
ser; Justice  of  the  Peace,  Joseph  Schwinghammer; 
and  Treasurer  and  Clerk.  Frederic  Weitzel. 

Village.— The  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Man- 
itoba railroad  crosses  near  the  center  of  the  town 
in  a westerly  direction.  Albany  station  was  estab- 
lished on  the  south  line  of  section  fifteen,  where  a 
thriving  little  village  has  sprung  into  existence. 
There  are  four  general  stores,  one  hotel,  one  har- 
ness shop,  one  shoe  store,  one  blacksmith  shop, 
one  grist  mill,  besides  a number  of  saloons  and 
smaller  business  places. 

There  is  also  a Catholic  church  in  the  village, 
at  which  the  people  from  the  whole  township 
assemble  for  worship. 

The  township  is  divided  into  two  school  dis- 
tricts. Number  fifty-nine  was  the  first  organized, 
in  1868,  and  the  first  school  taught  by  Anthony 
Fralek. 

The  first  building  was  erected  on  section 
twenty-two,  but  after  the  formation  of  a new  dis- 
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triet,  the  present  neat  frimio  school-house  in  the 
village  wins  built. 

District  number  011c  hundred  and  eleven  was 
organized  in  1H77,  being  detached  from  district 
lirty-nine. 

The  old  school-house  on  section  twenty-two  is 
Ktill  in  use  by  this  district. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  for  1880, 
the  products  of  Albany  were  as  follows:  wheat, 

19,982  bushels;  oats,  9,236  bushels;  corn,  2,174 
bushels;  barley,  449  bushels;  rye,  84  bushels; 
potatoes,  2,599  bushels;  wild  hay,  833  tons;  wool, 
608  pounds;  butter,  3,519  pounds;  cheese,  500 
pounds;  and  honey,  250  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Cyrus  S.  Brock  was  born  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, on  the  15th  of  March,  1856.  While  yet  a 
boy  his  parents  moved  to  Queenstown,  Canada, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  taking  a full  course 
at  the  Toronto  Normal  School,  from  which  he 
graduated  in  1870,  and  subsequently  taught  school 
at  Brantford,  Canada.  lie  then  worked  a few 
months  on  his  father’s  farm,  after  which  he  was 
employed  about  a year  on  a government  survey 
iu  northwestern  Canada.  After  teaching  school 
a short  time  in  St.  John’s  Parish,  near  Winnipeg, 
he  returned  to  his  home  in  Canada,  but  after  a brief 
visit,  came  to  Minnesota  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged as  a school  teacher  in  Serburne,  Otter  Tail, 
and  Stearns  counties. 

Michael  Pox  was  born  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1857,  in  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  lived  on  a farm  enjoying  common  school  priv- 
ileges till  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  j 
left  home,  working  in  different  places,  and  at  dif- 
ferent kinds  of  employment  for  about  six  years. 
In  1880,  lie  came  to  Minnesota,  and  worked  on  the  ■ 
Winona  and  St.  Peter  railroad,  doing  section 
work,  until  he  bought  his  present  home  in  April, 
1881.  His  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
is  in  section  four.  It  is  new,  and  mostly  covered 
with  timber,  but  oilers  every  advantage  for  a good 
farm.  He  married  Miss  Ida  Finger  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1880.  Mrs.  Fox  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bristol,  Wisconsin,  on  the  22d  of  June,  1862. 
They  have  one  child,  named  William. 

James  Horan  was  born  on  the  3d  of  June,  1848, 
in  the  village  of  Carbondale,  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania.  He  lived  with  his  parents  until 
nineteen  years  age,  when  he  found  his  way  to  Mc- 
Leod county,  Minnesota,  where  he  bought  a farm 


and  lived  about  live  years.  He  came  to  this  town- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1881,  and  bought  a farm  in 
section  eighteen,  where  he  now  resides.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Catharine  Barrett,  who  was  also 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  They  have  three  children. 

George  Kulzer,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
was  bora  on  the  22d  of  April,  1831.  Ho  lived 
with  his  parents,  enjoying  the  school  privileges  of 
his  native  country,  and  working  on  the  farm  when 
not  at  school.  When  he  was  twenty-three  years 
of  age  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  remain- 
ing in  Pittsburg  for  two  years,  working  in  a rol- 
ling mill.  In  1856,  he  came  to  St.  Wendel, 
Stearns  county,  where  lie  bought  a farm  on  sec- 
tions thirty-two  and  thirty-three,  and  lived  for 
eighteen  years.  Was  driven  away  during  the  In- 
dian massacre,  and  with  others,  found  a refuge  at 
St.  Joseph.  He  sold  his  farm  in  1874,  and  located 
on  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres, 
in  section  twenty-two,  in  this  township,  where  he 
has  since  resieled.  He  has  a storey  hotel,  and  saloon 
at  the  station.  He  was  married  in  the  year  1854, 
to  Miss  Margaret  Winter,  who  was  born  in  Bava- 
ria, Germany,  in  1829.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren; one,  Mathias,  about  sixteen  years  of  age, 
died  June  9th,  1881,  of  diphtheria. 

Martin  Olef  Mattson  was  born  in  Sweden, 
where  he  enjoyed  the  school  advantages  of  his 
native  country  till  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  the 
family  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating  at 
Millville,  Wabasha  county,  Minnesota.  He  attended 
school  there  for  three  years,  then  one  term  at  Lake 
City,  and  one  term  at  the  Skaiidinavian  College, 
at  St.  Peter.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he 
went  to  Chicago  and  attended  the  Northwestern 
Telegraph  Institute  for  six  months.  After  com- 
pleting his  studies,  he  was  employed  as  telegraph 
operator  at  Rochester,  Minnesota.  He  has  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  Minnesota  and  Midland, 
Hastings  and  Dakota,  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  and 
St.  Paul,  and  is  now  employed  by  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis  and  Manitoba  Railroad  Company. 
Ho  has  charge  of  the  depot  at  Albany,  in  the 
capacity  of  station  agent  and  telegraph  operator. 

George  John  Weimmer  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1824.  He  was 
raised  on  a farm,  attending  school  in  the  city  of 
Munich  about  four  years,  prior  to  coming  to  the 
United  States.  Game  to  New  York  in  1846,  and 
was  employed  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  store  for  a 
time,  then  farmed  in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
till  1858,  when  lie  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
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and  wan  employed  with  his  brother,  as  engineer 
on  a railroad  for  some  time.  lie  then  kept  a hotel 
for  three  years  at  Faribault,  and  in  1865,  came  to 
his  present  farm  in  the  township  of  Albauy.  He 
has  been  twice  married.  His  first  wife  was  Miss 
Mary  Buekenmoier,  to  whom  lie  was  married  in 
1849.  Khe  died  in  Westmoreland  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1855,  leaving  three  children,  one  of 
whom  has  since  died.  His  present  wife  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hartman,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  cho- 
sen in  the  year  1857.  They  have  had  nine  child- 
ren, eight  of  whom  are  living. 

George  Weimmer  dates  his  birth  in  Indiana 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  lltli  of  April,  1853. 
The  family  came  west  in  1860,  and  after  remain- 
ing two  months  in  St.  Paul,  his  father  engaged 
in  hotel  business,  continuing  the  same  for  nearly 
nine  years.  The  subject  of  our  sketch  came  to 
Albany  in  1869,  and  has  lived  here  ever  since.  He 
carries  on  a general  store  in  the  village,  and  is  the 
present  Town  Clerk.  Mr.  Weimmer  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Johanna  Garreis,  of  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1879. 


ASHLEY. 

CHAPTER  XCI. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION 

SCHOOLS  — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

Ashley  is  situated  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
county,  and  is  ehielly  a rolling  prairie.  The  only 
exceptions  being  a strip  of  brush  land  on  the  cast 
line  near  tin'  northeast  corner,  and  along  the 
course  of  Ashley  creek,  which  rises  in  Westport 
Lake,  Pope  county,  and  tlows  northeasterly 
through  this  town  into  the  Sauk  river,  forming  one 
of  its  principal  tributaries.  The  soil  varies  from 
a light  and  sandy,  to  a black  loam,  with  a clay 
sub-soil.  It  embraces  all  of  township  126,  range 
35  west,  and  the  south  tier  of  sections  of  township 
127,  range  36,  making  an  acreage  of  26,880  acres, 
of  which  1,118  are  under  cultivation. 

There  were  a few  claims  made  in  this  town  a 
short  time  before  the  Indian  outbreak  of  1862,  but 
abandoned  during  that  excitement. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  was  begun  in 
1865,  and  among  the  first  claimants  were  Henry 
Vcssey,  a native  of  England,  who  settled  on  sec- 


tion thirty-six,  north,  but  now  resides  in  Dakota 
Territory,  and  John  Eberspaclier,  who  settled  on 
section  three,  and  still  lives  there.  Janus  Wil- 
lard, William  Holmes,  H.  Newman,  and  James 
Jardine  also  settled  in  tho  northeast  part  in  1866. 
J.  S.  Frederick  settled  on  section  seven  the  same 
summer,  and  was  the  first  settler  in  that  part  of 
the  town. 

The  population  has  increased  slowly,  but  stead- 
ily, numbering  247,  according  to  the  last  census. 

This  town  was  attached  to  Sauk  Centre  until 
1870,  when  a separate  organization  was  effected, 
and  the  following  officers  elected:  Supervisors, 

A.  M.  Stiles,  Chairman,  H.  J.  Newman,  and  Thomas 
Rosier;  Treasurer,  William  Holmes;  Clerk,  James 
Bruce;  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Janies  Jardine. 

When  Ashley  was  organized,  it  embraced  a 
strip  of  land  lying  along  the  whole  north  line, 
which  has  since  been  attached  to  Todd  county. 

There  are  three  schools  in  the  town.  District 
number  forty-six  was  organized  in  1867,  and  the 
first  school  kept  by  Miss  Mary  Parker,  in  the 
house  of  F.  Karell,  located  on  the  strip  of  land 
above  mentioned  as  being  since  attached  to  Todd 
county.  The  first  school  building  was  erected 
soon  after  on  section  thirty-five,  which  was  super- 
seded by  a new  one  in  1880.  A portion  of  this 
district  lies  in  Todd  county. 

District  number  sixty-five  was  organized  in 
1868,  and  a log  school  house  built  on  section  eight 
the  same  year.  The  present  building  stands  on 
section  three,  and  was  erected  in  1879. 

District  number  one  hundred  was  organized  in 
1874,  and  a small  board  shanty  built  on  section 
seventeen,  which  served  the  purposes  of  a school 
house  until  1876,  when  the  present  neat  frame 
building  was  erected  on  section  eighteen. 

The  agricultural  report  for  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  11,829  bushels:  oats, 
7,236  bushels;  corn,  230  bushels;  barley,  414 
bushels;  potatoes,  765  bushels;  wild  hay,  420 
tons;  apples,  5 bushels;  and  butter,  4,325  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  Eberspacher,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  on  the 
3d  of  April,  1837.  He  was  employed,  when  a 
small  boy,  in  his  father’s  vineyard,  and  afterwards 
went  to  learn  the  locksmith’s  trade,  being  em- 
ployed in  that  line  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  America  anil  settled  in  Clearfield 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Ho  learned  the  black- 
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smith  trade  and  remained  in  that  county  five  or 
six  years,  coming  thence  to  Olmsted  county, 
Minnesota,  and  one  year  later,  to  his  present 
farm,  being  one  of  tho  first  settlors  in  the  town- 
ship. Mr.  Eborspaohor  has  been  twice  married. 
First  to  Miss  Sophia  Hertlein,  of  Clearfield  county, 
Pennsylvania,  in  18(52,  who  died  in  18(54.  His 
present  wile  was  Miss  Hannah  Eisenman,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  18(55. 

A.  Fieldien,  a native  of  Massachusetts,  was 
born  on  the  2d  of  December,  1843.  The  family 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1855,  locating  in  Scott 
county,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  worked 
on  a farm  till  1869,  when  he  came  to  Todd  county, 
and  located  on  his  present  farm  in  the  township  of 
Kendota,  on  section  twenty-eight,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  In  1861,  Mr.  Fieldien  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  of  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  ten  months,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disability.  Soon  after  liis  return,  he 
re-enlisted  in  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry,  Com- 
pany L,  serving  two  years  and  four  months  on 
the  frontier.  Mr.  Fieldien  was  married  in  May, 
1866,  to  Miss  Frances  Warren,  who  came  to  Min- 
nesota in  1854.  They  have  five  children. 

Henry  Fielding  was  born  in  the  state  of  Min- 
nesota. His  father  was  a native  of  England,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Todd  county,  where  he  died  while  his  son  was  but 
an  infant.  When  Mr.  Fielding  was  nine  years  of 
age  he  went  to  live  with  G.  W.  Salmond,  of 
Todd  county.  When  he  had  attained  a sufficient 
age,  he  went  as  a driver  of  freighting  teams  to 
the  northwestern  posts.  About  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  the  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  serving 
nine  months.  Then  was  employed  freighting,  and 
as  a farm  hand  until  he  located  on  his  present 
farm,  in  section  three,  in  1872,  which  has  been  his 
home  since  that  date.  He  married  Miss  Rebecca 
Bryant  in  July,  1874. 

J.  S.  Frederick  was  born  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1829,  in  Orange  county,  New  York.  He  lived 
with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  then  commenced  to  farm  for  himself. 
After  five  years,  he  concluded  to  try  his  fortune 
in  another  State,  and  came  to  Minnesota  in  185(5, 
remaining  for  a short  time  in  Scott  county,  but 
afterwards  located  on  a farm  in  Rockford  town- 
ship, Wright  county,  which  was  his  home  for 
seven  years.  Then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Scott 
county  for  two  years,  when  lie  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  of  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer  In- 
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fantry,  serving  seven  months.  On  his  return  from 
the  army,  came  to  his  present  farm,  on  which  he 
has  lived  since  that  date.  He  has  been  Chairman 
of  the  board  of  Supervisors  for  two  years.  Mr. 
Frederick  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Smith  on 
the  19th  of  December,  ]850_. 
dren  living. 

James  Jahdine,  a native  of  Scotland,  was  born 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1813.  When  about  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  left  Ins  father’s  home  and  went 
to  the  southern  portion  of  England,  where  he  was 
time  keeper  for  railroad  companies  about  fourteen 
years.  . In  1848,  he  came  to  Quebec,  and  in  a short 
time  settled  in  Upper  Canada,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1849,  he  left 
Canada,  and  after  a time,  located  in  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  in  a saw  mill.  In 
1851,  he  came  to  St.  Paul  and  was  also  engaged 
in  a saw  mill  at  that  place.  After  a time  he  took 
a claim  in  Scott  county,  making  it  his  home  until 
1866,  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  section 
thirty-live.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  in  the 
town,  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace,  besides 
filling  the  office  of  Assessor  and  Treasurer.  He 
was  married  to  Mrs.  Mary  Whitter,  of  St.  Paul, 
in  1854.  They  have  one  son. 

John  McGuire,  a native  of  Leitrim  county, 
Ireland,  was  born  in  the  year  1821.  When  a 
small  boy  he  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather,  and 
when  about  twenty  years  of  age,  emigrated  to 
America,  and  located  in  Lower  Canada,  where  he 
engaged  in  farming,  making  it  his  home  until 
1872.  He  moved  to  Minnesota  soon  after,  and 
purchased  a farm  in  section  twenty-one,  Ashley 
township,  on  which  he  still  resides.  He  has  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  terms.  Mr. 
McGuire  was  married  in  May,  1841,  to  Miss  Hes- 
ter Bowan;  of  six  children  born  to  them,  but 
three  are  living. 

A.  M.  Stiles,  a native  of  Steuben  county,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  10th  of  April,  1838.  In 
1853,  the  family  came  west  and  located  in  Indi- 
ana, making  their  homo  on  a farm  until  1858, 
when  they  moved  to  Adams  county,  Wisconsin. 
In  1862,  Mr.  Stiles  went  to  Rochester,  Minnesota, 
making  it  his  homo  until  1864,  when  ho  made  an 
overland  trip  to  the  Pacific  coast,  and  was  engaged 
in  mining  in  Idaho  for  about  two  years.  In  1866, 
he  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a farm 
in  section  eleven,  Ashley  township,  where  he  still 
resides.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  first  board  of 
Supervisors;  was  elected  Town  Clerk  the  following 
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year,  and  Idled  the  office  till  1880;  was  also  a 
member  of  the  Mouse  of  Representatives  from 
this  district  in  1870.  lie  married  Miss  Mary  W. 
Tenders,  and  they  have  four  children. 

.Tamms  Willaku,  a native  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1835.  The  family  moved  to  Wisconsin,  lo- 
cating in  Rock  county,  in  1850.  In  1855,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  left  the  home  of  his  parents, 
and  located  in  Iowa,  but  soon  removed  to  Fillmore 
county,  Minnesota,  where  he  purchased  a farm  on 
which  he  lived  until  1866,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  home  in  section  thirty-three,  where  he  still 
resides.  Mr.  Willard  has  been  twice  married; first 
to  Miss  Harriet  Small,  on  the  16th  of  January, 

1851,  who  died  in  1871.  His  present  wife  was 
Miss  Elizabeth  Beach,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
the  6th  of  May,  1879. 

Frank  A.  Stiles,  a native  of  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  11th  of  November, 

1852.  His  parents  moved  to  Indiana,  in  1851, 
and  live  years  later,  to  Adams  county,  Wis- 
consin. Mr.  Stiles  lived  in  the  last  named  place 
and  in  Marquette  county,  till  the  spring  of  1862, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  first  stopping  at 
Holmes  City,  Douglas  county;  thence  to  Sauk 
Centre,  Stearns  county,  and  soon  after,  located  on 
a farm  near  the  latter  town.  Here  he  lived  till 
five  years  ago,  when  he  bought  a farm  in  section 
sixteen,  Ashley  township,  where  he  still  resides. 
He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  1880.  Mr.  Stiles 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ida  Martin,  of 
Sauk  Centre,  on  the  14tli  of  January,  1879. 
They  have  one  child,  named  Laura  C.  Mrs.  Stiles’ 
father,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Sauk  Centre, 
died  in  January,  1869,  from  injuries  received  by 
an  accident  in  a lumber  mill.  Her  mother  is  now 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Johnson,  of  Sauk  Centre. 


AVON. 

CHAPTER  XCII. 

GENERAL  PESO  It  1 1*T  ION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT  — OR- 
GANIZATION -SCHOOLS  -AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 
IlIOGltAUUICAL. 

Avon  is  situated  in  tin'  liorl heastorn  portion  of 
the  county,  and  is  contained  in  township  125 
north,  range  30  west.  It  is  ehielly  covered  with 


timber,  except  where  removed  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. Tt  abounds  in  small  lakes  and  marshes. 
The  principal  lakes  are,  Pelican  Lake,  in  the 
northwest  portion  of  the  town,  and  Spunk,  Kep- 
per,  Anna,  Lenman,  and  Minnie  hikes,  in  the 
vicinity  of  Avon  village.  The  most  beautiful  of 
these  is  Spunk  Lake. 

The  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & Manitoba  Railroad 
passes  through  the  southern  portion  of  the  town, 
where  there  is  a station,  and  village  named  Avon. 
This  little  hamlet  contains  several  stores  and  sa- 
loons, a blacksmith  and  carriage,  shop,  school, 
Catholic  Church,  and  a stave  factory. 

The  first  settler  whose  veins  could  lay  any  claim 
to  the  possession  of  Caucasian  blood,  was  James 
Tanner,  an  Indian  half-breed,  who  settled  where 
Avon  village  now  stands,  in  1856,  but  has  since 
moved  away,  and  is  now  dead.  John  Barrett  set- 
tled on  section  twelve  in  1859,  and  still  resides 
there.  Among  other  early  settlers  were,  Peter 
Gotliard,  Nicholas  Theisen,  Andrew  Agtliman, 
John  Knoblach,  Mathew  Solinger,  Nicholas  Kcp- 
per,  and  his  brothers,  Nicholas  S.  and  John;  the 
last  three  now  rtside  at  the  Station,  but  most  of 
the  others  have  moved  away.  The  town  is  settled 
chiefly  by  Germans,  with  a few  Austrians  and 
Polamlers;  the  population,  according  to  the  last 
census,  was  468. 

When  Brockway  was  organized,  in  1858,  it  em- 
braced a large  tract  of  country,  and  included  the 
present  territory  of  Avon,  until  the  organization  of 
the  latter,  in  1866.  The  formation  of  Albany,  in 
1868,  reduced  Avon  to  its  present  limits.  Its  area 
is  23,040  acres,  of  which  853  are  under  cultiva- 
tion. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Nich- 
olas S.  Keppers,  and  the  following  officers  elected: 
Supervisors,  Nicholas  S.  Keppers,  Chairman,  Isi- 
dore Obermiller,  and  Paul  Obermiller;  Clerk,  John 
Brakefield;  Treasurer,  Nicholas  S.  Keppers;  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  William  Murphy;  and  Assessor, 
John  Schwinghammcr. 

The  township  is  divided  into  two  school  dis- 
tricts. The  first  school  taught  was  by  Miss  Mary 
Sutrup,  in  1870,  in  the  house  of  N.  S.  Keppers. 

District  number  sixty  was  organized  in  1872, 
and  the  building  erected  on  section  twenty-eight, 
near  the  station. 

District  number  seventy-two  was  organized  in 
1876,  and  the  school  house  located  on  section 
nine. 

The  products  of  Avon  township,  according  to 
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the  agricultural  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  6,725 
bushels;  oats,  6,588  bushels;  corn,  960  bushels; 
barley,  219  bushels;  rye,  90  bushels;  potatoes, 
1,773  bushels;  beans,  2 bushels;  sugar  cane,  63 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  42  tons;  wild  hay,  423 
tons;  apples,  1 bushel;  tobacco,  91  pounds;  wool, 
457  pounds;  butter,  3,785  pounds;  and  honey, 
500  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

James  Nelson  Holmes  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
January,  1858,  in  the  village  of  Monroe,  Green 
county,  Wisconsin.  Here  he  lived  with  his  parents 
till  five  years  of  age,  when  his  father  died,  and  his 
mother  went  to  Johnstown,  New  York,  taking  him 
with  her.  After  one  year  they  returned  to  White- 
water,  Wisconsin,  where  James  N.  took  a full 
course  at  the  Normal  School.  After  finishing  his 
studies,  he  went  to  Green  Bay,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  telegraph  operator  and  station  agent, 
and  afterwards  continued  in  the  same  employment 
at  La  Crosse,  for  about  four  years.  Ho  is  now 
employed  by  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Mani- 
toba Railway  Company,  at  Avon  Station,  as  ticket 
agent  and  telegraph  operator. 

Philip  W.  Richter  was  born  on  the  18th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1857,  in  the  city  of  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota, 
where  he  spent  his  yhuth  under  the  directing  hand 
of  kind  and  affectionate,  parents.  They  came  from 
Germany  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Illinois,  where 
they  lived  two  years  and  then  removed  to  St. 
Cloud.  Philip  received  his  education  at  the  Nor- 
mal School  of  St.  Cloud,'  completing  nearly  the 
entire  course.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  left 
school  and  engaged  in  the  profession  of  teacher. 
His  first  school  was  in  St.  Wendel  township,  and 
he  has  since  conducted  schools  in  Le  Sauk,  Zion, 
and  St.  Cloud,  and  is  now  on  his  fourth  year  in 
I lie  village  of  Avon.  Mr.  Richter  is  spoken  of  as  an 
able  and  efficient  teacher.  He  was  married  on  the 
17tli  of  September,  1878,  to  Miss  Maggie. Loso, 
who  was  born  in  St.  Joseph,  Stearns  county,  in 
1858. 


BROCKWAY. 

CHAPTER  XCIIT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT FIRST 

THINGS  ORGANIZATION  POST-OFFICES-  RELIG- 
IOUS SCHOOLS  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS-  BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

Brockway  is  situated  in  the  extreme  northeast 


corner  of  the  county,  and  has  an  area  of  33,960 
acres,  of  which  2,438  are  under  cultivation. 

It  embraces  all  of  township  126  north,  range  29 
west,  the  south  tier  of  sections  belonging  to  town- 
ship 127,  range  29,  and  a portion  of  township  126, 
range  28. 

Along  the  river,  at  the  south,  there  is  a fine 
piece  of  prairie,  formerly  known  as  Winnebago 
Prairie,  but  now  called  Brockway  Prairie.  Towards 
the  north,  and  separated  from  Brockway  Prairie 
by  a light  strip  of  timber,  is  North  Prairie,  Avhicli 
extends  into  Morrison  county.  Westward  from  the 
river,  the  surface  is  somewhat  hilly  with  occasional 
strips  of  low  and  swampy  land.  The  higher  land  of 
this  portion  of  the  township  is  heavily  timbered, 
and  as  yet,  but  little  improved. 

In  the  summer  of  1855,  the  first  permanent  set- 
tlers arrived,  and  consisted  of  Milo  Young,  George 
Day,  Winslow  Geteliell  and  his  son  Nathaniel, 
Asa  and  Winslow  Libby,  William  Gordon,  and  a 
few  others,  all  settling  on  Winnebago  Prairie. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year,  James  Y.  Demerit!  and 
William  McNeal  settled  near  the  river,  on  North 
Prairie,  and  were  followed  soon  after  by  Andrew 
McCrea  and  others.  The  Avinter  of  1856-57  was 
an  unusually  hard  one  for  the  settlers.  The  cold 
Avas  intense  and  the  snow  fell  to  a depth  never 
since  attained. 

When  the  government  survey  was  made,  some 
time  after  this  settlement,  Mr.  Demeritt  and  his 
neighbor  McNeal  found  themselves  on  school  sec- 
tion thirty-six,  but  fortunately,  they  were  enabled 
to  obtain  land  warrants,  and  thus  secured  their 
claims  at  about  government  price. 

Sauk  Rapids  Avas  then  but  a trading  post  and 
there  Avere  but  a Icav  houses  at  St.  Cloud,  conse- 
quently it  avixs  several  years  before  enough  con- 
centrated action  could  be  had  to  open  a road 
along  the  Avest  side  of  the  river.  The  population, 
according  to  the  last  census  Avas  743.  The  first 
school  was  taught  by  Miss  Irene  Garrick,  of  Elk 
River,  in  1860;  it  was  a private  school,  and  held 
in  the  house  of  Winslow  Geteliell.  The  first 
preaching  avrs  also  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Geteliell, 
in  1859,  by  the  Rev.  John  Thompson,  of  Sauk 
Rapids.  The  first  birth  avrs  a daughter  of  Asa 
Libby,  born  in  1857,  and  died  at  the  ago  of  nine 
months,  making  the  first  death  in  the  town.  The 
find  marriage  occurred  in  the  fall  of  1858,  the 
contracting  parties  being,  Edward  B.  Bliss  and 
Miss  Cynthia  Gray. 

This  town  avrs  organized  in  1858,  and  embraced 
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a large  tract  of  country  lying  west  of  the  river, 
but  lias  been  gradually  reduced  to  its  present 
limits  by  the  organization  of  new  towns.  The 
lirst  election  was  held  on  the  27th  of  May,  at  the 
house  of  Anson  Nortlirup.  A portion  of  the 
present  town  of  Le  Sauk  was  included  in  the  new 
town,  in  which  Mr.  IN  ortlirup  lived.  The  officers 
elected  were:  Supervisors,  Asa  Libby,  Chairman, 
J.  E.  Hayward,  and  William  Gordon;  Clerk,  W.  B. 
Ellis;  Assessor,  Reuben  Gray,  and  Collector,  Na- 
thaniel Geteiiell. 

The  town  was  organized  under  the  name  of 
Winnebago,  but  changed  to  Brockway  in  18(i(J. 

Brockway  Post-office  was  established  in  Sep- 
tember, 1857,  and  N.  Getchell  appointed  Post- 
master. About  18(53,  Mr.  Getchell  moved  away 
and  the  office  was  discontinued,  but  soon  re-estab- 
lished with  Appleton  Webb  as  Postmaster.  He 
was  succeeded  by  James  Gray,  and  in  October, 
1879,  Mrs.  Alma  Getchell,  the  present  incumbent, 
was  appointed. 

North  Prairie  Post-office  was  formerly  kept  at 
the  house  of  James  Y.  Demerit!,  with  Mrs.  Deme- 
ritt  as  Postmistress,  but  some  time  ago  it  was  re- 
moved north  into  Morrison  county,  which  is  its 
present  location. 

Some  years  ago,  regular  preaching  was  main- 
tained at  Brockway  Prairie,  but  of  late  years  it 
has  been  abandoned.  A Sabbatli  school  is  kept 
up  at  the  school  house  on  section  seventeen,  and 
also  one  on  Brockway  Prairie. 

There  is  a German  Catholic  Church  situated  on 
section  twenty-live,  which  was  erected  in  18(58,  and 
in  which  services  are  held  once  a month.  The 
congregation  consists  of  about  eighteen  German, 
and  forty  Austrian  families.  Adjoining  the  church, 
is  a cemetery  inclosing  about  four  acres  of  ground. 

A cemetery  is  also  located  on  section  twenty- 
eight,  which  was  formerly  the  property  of  the 
town,  but  owing  to  some  inharmonious  feeling,  it 
was  deeded  to  the  Brockway  Cemetery  Associa- 
tion, about  1 8(5(5,  who  still  control  it. 

There  arc  five  school  districts  in  the  town,  in 
which  school  is  kept  during  the  regular  terms.  ’ 

'The  products  of  Brockway,  according  to  the 
agricultural  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  21,93(5 
bushels;  oats,  1 1,513  bushels;  corn,  5,15(5  bushels; 
barley,  (50  bushels;  rye,  1,357  bushels;  potatoes, 
4,020  bushels;  beans,  22  bushels;  sugar  cane,  288 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  ItiO  tons;  wild  hay,  (598 
tons;  apples,  12  bushels;  tobacco,  178  pounds; 


wool,  995  pounds;  butter,  10,370  pounds;  and 
honey,  (550  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

James  Y.  Demeritt  was  born  in  Woodstock, 
New  Hampshire,  on  the  l(5th  of  February,  1822, 
and  brought  up  as  a farmer,  which  he  has  followed 
during  life.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  located  temporarily  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  at  or  near  the  present  site 
of  Bellevue,  Morrison  county.  In  November  of 
the  same  year,  he  located  on  section  thirty-six  in 
the  north  part  of  Brockway  township,  then  wild 
and  unsettled.  Mr.  Demeritt  and  his  only  neigh- 
bor, William  McNeal,  crossed  the  river  to  this  place 
in  a birch  bark  canoe,  swimming  their  stock,  and 
thus  isolated  from  civilization,  began  the  improve- 
ment of  their  new  homes.  Mr.  Demeritt  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  town,  and  has  served  a 
number  of  terms  in  most  of  the  town  offices,  being 
one  of  the  leading  men  in  all  public  affairs.  He 
married  Miss  Laura  J.  Gray,  of  Woodstock,  New 
Hampshire,  in  June,  1851.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren; Isabel  H.,  now  Mrs.  Robert  Russell,  and  Eva 
E.,  living  with  her  parents. 

John  H.  Eiske  was  born  in  Whitefield,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  12th  of  September,  1840.  Re- 
moved to  the  south  part  of  the  State  in  18(51,  and 
after  three  years,  came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota. 
In  1873,  lie  took  a homestead  of  eighty  acres  in 
section  twenty-six,  Brockway  township,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  forty  acres,  affording  him  a 
comfortable  and  convenient  home. 

Nathaniel  Getoiiell  was  born  in  Wesley, 
Maine,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1828.  He  came 
to  Minne  sota  in  1852,  settling  in  St.  Anthony  for 
three  years,  when  he,  with  a few  others,  came  to 
this  township  and  opened  a farm  on  section  thirty- 
threc,-  on  Winnebago  Prairie.  He  served  thir- 
teen months  during  18(52  (53,  in  the  Union  Army, 
as  a member  of  the  Mounted  Rangers.  He  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  this  town,  ami  the  first 
Collector.  Since  that  time,  lie.  lias  tilled  some 
of  the  principal  offices  in  the  township,  being 
Assessor  for  three  years.  He  married  Miss  Alma  M. 
Wing,  of  Yasselborough,  Kennebec  county,  Maine, 
on  the  2 1st  of  May,  18(54.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren; Annie  M.,  Carrie  A.,  Ernest  A.,  and  Her- 
bert W. 

John  McGee  was  born  in  St.  John’s,  New 
Brunswick,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1 8 1 (5.  He  resided 
in  his  native  city  until  1850,  when  lie  removed 
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near  Hamilton,  Canada,  which  was  his  home  for 
live  years.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  at  Little  Falls,  Morrison  county,  but  after 
two  years,  crossed  to  the  west  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, where  he  made  a claim  and  remained  until 
settling  on  his  present  farm  in  1801.  Mr.  McGee 
has  divided  his  time  between  farming  and  lumber- 
ing since  coming  to  the  State.  He  has  been 
twice  married;  first  to  Miss  Mary  Gallop,  in  St. 
John’s,  New  Brunswick,  in  November,  1840;  she 
died  in  December,  1803,  after  having  borne  him 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  They 
are  named,  Amos,  Caroline  E.,  George  It.,  Benja- 
min O.,  John  D.,  Emma  E.,  and  William  M. 
Lydia  S.  died  aged  three  years,  and  Mary  A., 
aged  eighteen  years.  Mr.  McGee’s  present  wife 
was  Mrs.  Sarah  McDougal,  to  whom  he  was  mar- 
ried in  September,  1877.  She  became  the  wife  of 
Donald  McDougal  in  June,  1849,  and  removed  to 
Bellevue,  Minnesota,  in  1855,  where  her  husband 
died  in  January,  1874.  Their  children  are,  Peter 
B.,  William  J.,  Marjery  M.,  Kate  C.,  Susan  A., 
John  L.,  Donald  G.,  Archibald,  and  Edward  F. 
They  are  all  living  in  the  vicinity  of  their  old 
home,  except  William  J.,  who  went  to  Montana 
seven  years  ago. 

William  McNeal  (deceased)  was  born  in  New 
Brunswick  on  the  1st  of  May,  1830,  and  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1851,  spending  several  years 
in  the  state  of  Maine,  and  two  or  three  years  in 
Michigan,  from  which  place  he  removed  to  Min- 
nesota. After  spending  nearly  four  years  in  St. 
Paul  and  the  adjacent  country,  came  to  this  town 
with  Mr.  Demerit t,  in  1855,  in  whose  family  he 
lived  till  his  marriage,  in  1858,  with  Miss  Harriet 
Crumb,  of  Sherburne,  New  York.  Mr.  McNeal 
was  with  Northrup  and  Brown  at  the  hanging  of 
the  three  Indian  murderers,  near  Little  Falls,  in 
1857.  He  died  on  the  lltli  of  September,  1879, 
leaving  his  widow  a fine  rural  home,  where  she 
still  resides.  During  the  Indian  excitement  of 
1802,  when  all  the  people  fled  to  St.  Cloud  for 
safety,  Mrs.  McNeal  remained  at  home,  and  was 
the  only  woman  in  the  settlement  for  two  weeks. 
Bravery  usually  wins,  though  it  may  seem  pre- 
suming to  risk  so  much. 

Benjamin  O.  McGee,  a native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, was  born  on  the  2d  of  August,  1850.  Re- 
moved with  his  parents  in  early  childhood  to  Can- 
ada, and  in  1855,  to  the  United  States,  locating  at 
Little  Falls,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  about 
four  years;  then  to  Pike  Rapids,  where  he  remained 


till  1861,  when  he  removed  to  this  town,  and  in 
1870,  located  on  section  twelve;  then  in  1877, 
purchased  a farm  on  section  seven,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  log-driving 
business  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  He  married 
Miss  Cora  Crosby,  of  this  town,  on  the  15th  of 
July,  1870.  They  have  had  seven  children,  two 
of  whom  are  living;  Wilbert  It.  and  Frank  E. 

Robekt  L.  Russell  was  born  near  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1844.  He  came 
with  his  mother  and  other  members  of  the  family 
to  America,  landing  in  Minnesota  in  1851.  His 
father,  Robert  Russell,  having  come  to  this 
country  three  years  prior  to  this  time,  was 
known  far  and  near  as  “ Scottie,”  being  the 
only  Scotchman  among  the  pioneer  fathers.  He 
lead  an  active  life,  and  was  several  times  called  to 
fill  positions  of  public  trust  in  the  county  and 
township.  In  1860,  he  went  to  Pike’s  Peak,  where 
he  was  killed  by  a blast  in  the  mines.  Mrs.  Rus- 
sell also  died  in  1877.  Robert  L.  lived  in  Benton 
county  from  the  time  he  came  to  the  country  till 

1873,  when  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  section  eighteen,  this  township,  where  he 
now  lives.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  I.  Demeritt, 
daughter  of  James  Y.  Demeritt,  in  September, 

1874.  Mrs.  Russell  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
in  1856.  They  have  four  children;  John  A.,  Laura 
A.,  Ella  E.,  and  Jessie. 


COLLEGEVILLE. 

CHAPTER  XCIV. 

This  town  lies  east  of  the  center  of  the  county, 
and  adjoins  St.  Joseph  on  the  west.  The  surface 
is  undulating,  with  considerable  swamp  and  marsh 
land.  The  southern  part  is  covered  with  light 
brush,  and  the  northern  part  contains  some  heavy 
timber. 

The  first  settlers  were  George  Scherer  and  Jos- 
eph Jonas,  who  settled  on  section  twenty-six  about 
1858,  and  are  now  living  there.  John  Obermul- 
ler  settled  on  section  two  about  the  same  time,  and 
a number  of  others  made  claims  in  diflbrent  por- 
tions of  the  town  soon  after.  The  population,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census,  was  318. 

This  township  was  a part  of  St.  Joseph,  and 
Farming,  until  January,  1880,  when  a separate 
organization  was  cilVcted.  The  name  is  derived 
from  St.  John’s  College,  a popular  institution  of 
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learning,  situatod  iu the  northern  part  of  tliotown, 
a full  description  of  which  appears  in  the  forego- 
ing pages  of  this  work. 

A portion  of  the  first  township  oificers  were: 
Supervisors,  Mathias  Sauer,  Chairman,  Peter  Eieli, 
and  Mathias  Fandel;  and  Clerk,  George  Sauer. 

Collcgeville  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  352 
being  under  cultivation.  The  products  in  1880 
were:  wheat,  4,175  bushels;  oats,  1,720  bushels; 
corn,  790  bushels;  rye,  00  bushels;  wild  hay,  210 
tons;  apples,  2 bushels;  wool,  104  pounds;  and 
butter,  1,090  pounds. 


CROW  LAKE. 

Crow  Lake  is  situated  in  the  extreme  southwest 
corner  of  the  county,  and  embraces  township  123 
north,  range  35  west.  It  is  chiefly  a rolling  prairie, 
excepting  along  the  course  of  Skunk  river,  and  on 
the  margins  of  some  of  the  lakes,  where  there  is 
some  swamp  and  brush  land,  and  a cpiantity  of 
light  timber.  The  principal  lakes  are,  Crow,  from 
which  the  town  derives  its  name,  Tamarack,  Fish, 
and  Grass  lakes,  the  latter  lying  partly  in  Pope 
county. 

Skunk  river  is  the  name  of  a small  stream  which 
rises  in  Tamarack  Lake,  and  Hows  easterly,  empty- 
ing into  the  North  Fork  of  Crow  river,  in  Crow 
Pdver  township.  The  soil  is  chieHy  a sandy  loam 
with  a clay  subsoil. 

This  town  was  uninhabited  until  about  1861, 
when  two  Swedes,  named  C.  II.  Johnson  and  John 
Johnson,  made  claims  here.  Since  then  there  has 
been  a steady  increase  in  population,  until  in 
1880,  the  census  returns  showed  255  souls.  They 
are  nearly  all  Skandinavians,  but  two  American 
families  now  living  in  the  township. 

Its  area  is  23,040  acres,  of  which  1,650  are  un- 
der cultivation. 

Crow  Lake  was  organized  in  1868,  and  em- 
brace, in  addition  to  its  present  territory,  the  west 
half  of  township  123,  range  34,  but  was  reduced 
to  its  present  limits  by  the  organization  of  Crow 
Itiver  in  1877. 

The  first  oflicers  were:  Supervisors,  W.  13.  Loed, 
Chairman,  Peter  Knudson,  and  11.  Anderson;  Clerk, 
F.  H.  Swenson;  Assessor,  C.  II.  Johnson;  and 
Treasurer,  Henry  Hess. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Julia  Nel- 
son in  1870. 


The  town  is  now  divided  into  two  school  dis- 
tricts with  buildings  situated  on  sections  twenty- 
two  and  twenty-eight. 

The  agricultural  returns  for  1880  show  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  15,157  bushels;  oats, 
13,293  bushels;  corn,  2,670  bushels;  barley,  157 
bushels;  rye,  88  bushels;  potatoes  770  bushels; 
sugar-cane,  40  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  32  tons; 
wild  hay,  1,178  tons;  apples,  6 bushels;  wool, 
506  pounds;  and  butter,  9,985  pounds. 


CROW  RIVER. 


Crow  Liver  is  located  in  the  southwestern  por- 
tion of  the  county,  and  is  contained  in  township 
123  north,  range  34  west.  The  surface  is  a gently 
rolling  prairie  interspersed  with  marsh  land,  and 
a light  growth  of  timber  in  the  southwest  corner 
along  the  creek  which  is  the  outlet  of  Crow  Lake, 
and  crosses  this  portion  of  the  town  hi  a soutli- 
I easterly  direction.  Skunk  river  and  the  North 
Fork  of  Crow  river  cross  the  northern  and  east- 
ern portions  of  the  town,  the  former  running  in 
an  easterly,  and  the  latter  in  a southerly  direc- 
tion. The  soil  is  generally  a sandy  loam  with  a 
clay  sub-soil,  although  a clay  loam  is  found  in  the 
southwest  part. 

This  town  is  also  settled  almost  entirely  by 
Skandinavians. 

In  1860,  the  first  settlers  arrived.  They  con- 
sisted of  Gilbert  Anfinson,  T.  Wronson,  and  II. 
Jorgenson.  They  settled  in  the  southwest  part 
of  the  town,  but  left  their  claims  during  the  In- 
dian outbreak  of  1862,  and  tied  to  more  civilized 
localities. 

In  1864,  quite  a settlement  was  formed,  promi- 
nent among  whom  were  Peter  Knudson  and  Gil- 
bert Antinson,  the  latter  being  one  of  the  first 
settlors  iu  1860.  This  settlement  erected  a fort 
just  over  the  lino  in  Kandiyohi  county,  to  which 
they  might  retreat  in  case  of  a suspected  attack 
by  the  red-skins. 

This  town  is  yet  but  sparsely  settled,  the  census 
I of  1880  showing  a population  of  but  137.  Its  area 
is  23,040  acres,  of  which  959  are  under  cultivation. 

The  first  birth  was  in  the  family  of  Gilbert 
Anfinson,  before  the  Indian  war,  a daughter,  who 
lived  but  a short  time  and  was  the  first  death. 

The  first  marriage  was  in  1871,  the  contracting 
parties  being  Ntls  Holland  and  Miss  L.  Matiason. 
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The  firet  public  school  was  held  in  the  summer  of 
1870,  by  Miss  Emma  Morgan,  in  the  house  of  G. 
II.  Johnson.  The  first  and  only  school  house  in 
the  town  is  located  on  section  thirty.  The  lirst 
religious  services  were  held  in  the  house  of  Peter 
Knudson,  in  180(1,  by  ltev.  Johnson. 

Crow  lliver  was  organized  in  1877,  eighteen  sec- 
tions being  detached  from  the  west  side  of  Lake 
Henry,  and  a similar  number  from  the  eastern  por- 
tion of  Crow  Lake,  for  the  formation  of  the  new 
town.  The  first  officers  were:  Supervisors,  Daniel 
Peterson,  Chairman,  John  Henrikson,  and  Nels 
Halland;  Clerk,  KnutP.  Knutson;  Assessor,  Daniel 
Peterson;  and  Treasurer,  CL  Larson. 

The  products  of  the  town,  according  to  the  re- 
port of  1880,  were:  wheat,  10,555  bushels;  oats, 
7,484  bushels;  corn,  365  bushels;  barley,  812 
bushels;  rye,  9 bushels;  potatoes,  387  bushels; 
wild  hay,  951  tons;  apples,  4 bushels;  wool,  44 
pounds;  and  butter,  7,756  pounds. 


EDEN  LAKE.' 


CHAPTER  XCV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  —EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION  SCHOOLS RELIGIOUS AGRICULTU- 
RAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Eden  Lake  is  situated  on  the  south  line  of  the 
county,  and  nearly  midway  between  the  east  and 
west  lines.  It  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
1,086  are  under  cultivation,  and  embraces  town- 
ship 122  north,  range  31  west. 

The  surface  is  undulating,  with  some  swamp  and 
low  land.  The  town  ia  chiefly  covered  with  timber 
or  brush,  and  contains  a large  dumber  of  lakes, 
the  largest,  of  which  is  Rice  Lake,  in  (lie  western 
portion  of  ( lie  town.  Prominent  among  the  smaller 
lakes,  are:  Pirz,  Long,  Brown’s,  Eden,  and  Vail’s 
lakes. 

The  man  who  establishes  the  best  claim  to  the 
honor  of  being  the  first  settler  in  this  town,  is 
Charles  Holder,  who  made  a claim  on  section  four 
in  1856.  Il(>  was  followed  during  Ihe  same  year 
by  Ferdinand  Zaezkobski,  who  settled  on  section 
live,  and  B.  Pirz,  who  took  land  on  sections  five 
and  six.  Others  also  settled  in  that  portion  of  the 
town  about  the  same  time.  David  J.  Hunsoom 
came  in  1859,  and  located  on  section  twenty-live; 
he  was  the  first  American  settler,  and  now  resides 


in  that  part  of  the  township.  In  1860,  Haley 
Clark  settled  in  section  twenty-four,  and  in  18G4, 
Thomas  A.  Allen  also  became  a resident  of  the 
town;  both  are  now  dead.  The  population,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  was  325. 

The  territory  now  included  in  Eden  Lake,  was 
formerly  a part  of  Richmond  township,  afterwards 
Munson,  organized  in  1858,  but  formed  into  a sep- 
arate organization  in  1867,  and  the  first  election 
held  on  the  16th  of  February.  The  first  officers 
were:  Supervisors,  W.  T.  Mills,  Chairman,  T.  R. 
McGuire,  and  Ernst  Holifer;  Clerk,  D.  J.  Hans- 
com;  Assessor,  C.  P.  Russell;  Treasurer,  Thomas 
Allyn;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  James  Jones  and  B. 
Pirz;  and  Constables,  George  Hamilton  and  Wil- 
liam Marquette. 

The  first  school  taught  in  this  town  was  in  the 
German  settlement,  in  1864.  In  1870,  district 
number  sixty-three  was  organized  in  the  American 
settlement,  a school  house  erected  on  section 
twenty-three,  and  the  first  school  taught  by  Miss 
Lizzie  C.  Allyn. 

Eden  Lake  is  now  divided  into  four  districts, 
with  the  school  houses  located  respectively  on  sec- 
tions, five,  twenty- three,  twenty-nine,  and  thirty- 
four.  The  school  on  section  twenty-nine  is  held 
in  a dwelling  house. 

An  organization  of  Campbellites  was  formed  by 
the  Rev.  Isaac  Cameron  in  1869.  They  have  no 
church  building,  but  meet  regularly  in  some  one 
of  the  school  houses  or  private  residences. 

There  is  also  another  organization,  known  as  the 
Church  of  God,  which  was  formed  in  1875.  The 
first  minister  was  the  Rev.  C.  Scott.  They  have 
not  yet  erected  a church,  but  hold  regular  services 
in  the  school  houses. 

Eden  Lake  produced,  according  to  the  agricul- 
tural report  of  1880:  wheat,  21,396  bushels;  oats, 
9,368  bushels;  corn,  5,540  bushels;  rye,  83  bush- 
els; potatoes,  2,815  bushels;  sugar  cane,  133  gal- 
lons; cultivated  hay,  10  tons;  wild  hay,  838  tons; 
apples  38  bushels;  wool,  1,479  pounds;  butter, 
7,300  pounds;  cheese,  666  pounds;  and  honey,  100 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Henry  M.  Dye,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  on  the  10th  of  November,  1827.  lie  enjoyed  the 
advantages  of  a common  school  education,  learn- 
ing the  art  of  farming  under  his  father’s  direction. 
In  1851,  ho  went  to  Iowa,  where  ho  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  for  fifteen  years,  except  one 
year  spent  in  Kentucky.  In  1866,  ho  came  to 
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Minneapolis  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
fanning-mills  for  two  years,  then  moved  to  Osseo, 
Hennepin  county,  and  continued  the  same  busi- 
ness until  1872.  Then  moved  to  Clearwater, 
Wright  county,  for  a few  months,  and  thence  to 
Eden  Lake,  in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  bought  a 
farm  on  section  twenty-four.  Mr.  llye  has  been 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  on  his  third  term 
as  Town  Clerk,  and  has  also  been  a member  of  the 
School  Board  for  several  years,  lie  married  Miss 
Mary  Wclliver,  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1853. 
They  have  three  children;  Florence  E.,  Ada  F.,  and 
Judson  J. 

David  J.  Hanscom  was  born  in  York  county, 
Maine,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1833.  When  a 
small  boy,  the  family  removed  to  Kennebec  county, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
engaged  in  mercantile  business,  but  after  three 
years,  came  west  and  remained  one  year  in  Wis- 
consin, coming  thence  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota, 
where  he  was  employed  at  the  carpenter  trade 
until  1859.  He  then  came  to  Eden  Lake  and 
located  on  section  twenty-five,  being  the  first 
American  settler  in  the  town.  He  lived  here  until 
18(11,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  going  first  to  Fort  Abercrom- 
bie, and  in  March,  18G2,  to  St.  Louis.  In  May 
of  the  same  year,  his  regiment  was  ordered  south, 
where  it  joined  General  Pope’s  division,  and  in 
the  fall,  was  transferred  to  General  Grant’s  divi- 
sion, and  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg 
in  1803.  In  the  early  summer  of  1804,  he  came 
home  on  furlough,  but  returned  to  Fort  Ripley, 
and  was  discharged  in  October,  1804.  He  then 
returned  to  Eden  Lake  and  took  a homestead  on 
section  twenty-four  where  he  now  resides.  Mr. 
Hanscom  was  the  first  Town  Clerk,  elected  in 
1807,  and  held  the  oilice  eleven  years.  He  has 
been  Assessor  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  is  now 
Treasurer  and  Clerk  of  the  school  board.  Ho 
represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legislature  in 
1880.  Mr.  Hanscom  has  been  twice  married; 
first  to  Miss  Maria  Clark,  of  Illinois,  on  the  18th 
of  August,  1859,  who  died  on  the  19th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1870,  leaving  two  children;  Sanford  and 
Mary  A.  His  present  wife  was  Lizzie  C.  Ab- 
bott, to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1871.  They  have  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living;  George  E.,  Stella  L.,  and 
Ella  F.  Beulah  died  on  the  20th  of  April,  1881, 
aged  two  years  three  months  and  thirteen  days. 


Bartholomew  Pirz,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  ; 
born  outlie  24th  of  August,  1819.  He  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  in  1854,  spending  the  first 
winter  at  Sauk  Rapids,  Crow  Wing,  and  Platte 
River.  Tn  the  Kpring  of  1855,  located  at  Cold 
Spring  City,  in  the  township  of  Wakefield,  taking 
a claim  on  section  twenty-nine,  where  he  lived 
about  two  years.  He  moved  to  Munson  in  the 
fall  of  1850,  remaining  one  year,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Eden  Lake.  In  1859,  he  went  to  the  , 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  after  three  years  returned 
to  Munson,  where  he  lived  two  years;  thence  re- 
turning to  Eden  Lake  he  located  on  a farm  in 
sections  five  and  six,  where  he  now  resides.  He 
was  Treasurer  of  the  town  one  year.  He  married 
Miss  Johanna  Holifer  in  1858.  Their  children 
are,  Josephine,  Magdaline,  Joseph,  Angeline,  and 
John. 


FAIR  HAVEN. 

CHAPTER  XCVT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT — FIRST 

THINGS  — ORGANIZATION RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Fair  Haven  is  one  of  the  southeastern  towns 
in  the  county,  and  embraces  a portion  of  township 
122  north,  range  28  west,  and  a portion  of  town- 
ship 121,  range  28.  The  surface  is  undulating 
and  was  formerly  covered  with  brush,  most  of  which 
has  been  removed  by  the  stride  of  improvement. 

There  are  a number  of  small  lakes  within  the 
limits  of  the  town,  besides  a chain  of  larger  lakes, 
which  form  its  southern  boundary.  The  latter 
consists  of  Clearwater,  Augusta,  Caroline,  Maria, 
Sunday,  and  Mary  lakes,  through  which  Hows 
the  Clearwater  river.  Its  area  is  21,700  acres,  of 
which  1,801  are  under  cultivation. 

The  first  man  to  make  a claim  in  Fair  Haven 
was  Thomas  C.  Partridge,  a Free  Baptist  Clergy- 
man, now  residing  in  Orland,  Indiana.  He  came 
hero  in  the1  spring  of  1850,  and  located  where  the 
village  of  Fair  Haven  now  stands;  surveyed  and 
platted  the  town  site,  and  built  a saw  mill  the  fol- 
lowing year.  In  the  spring  of  1857,  a general 
store  was  opened  by  Charles  Abell,  a native  of 
Ohio,  and  later  in  the  summer,  Partridge  and  Hnz- 
zard  opened  a clothing  store. 

In  1859,  a grist  mill  was  built  by  O.  1).  Webb. 
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Grinds  and  Coopi'r  opened  a general  .store  in 
I860,  which  is  still  continued  by  them.  There  is 
also  another  store  kept  by  J.  B.  Vandervort  & Co. 
'J'his  little  village,  although  far  removed  from 
railroad  facilities,  has  maintained  a steady  growth, 
and  has  two  saw  mills,  one  grist  mill,  two  stores, 
three  blacksmith  shops,  one  hotel,  one  church,  and 
one  school  house. 

As  a matter  of  course,  these  improvements  were 
stimulated  by  the  rapid  development  of  the  coun- 
try adjacent. 

During  the  summer  of  1856,  Mr.  Partridge  was 
joined  by  George  G.  Root,  who  built  the  lirst 
house,  Henry  Root,  John  L.  Dean,  J.  G.  Smith,  L. 
Abell,  and  A.  Smith.  These  six  men  each  opened 
a farm  within  one  mile  northeast  of  the  town  site. 
The  settlement  thus  begun  by  a thrifty  and  intel- 
ligent colony  of  Americans,  has  developed  into 
one  of  the  best  settled  townships  in  the  county,  the 
population,  according  to  the  census  of  1880,  being 
420. 

The  lirst  child  born  was  Eugene  Day,  son  of 
William  Day,  now  residing  in  Maine  Prairie.  The 
first  death  was  Theron  Dean,  a son  of  George  W. 
Dean,  who  died  in  the  spring  of  1857,  soon  after 
his  arrival.  The  first  marriage  occurred  in  the 
summer  of  1857,  the  contracting  parties  being 
Joseph  Strickland  and  Amelia  Giles.  The  first 
Post-office  was  established  in  1858,  and  John  K. 
Noyes  appointed  Postmaster;  Mr.  Noyes  also 
opened  the  first  hotel  in  1857.  S.  Leavitt  built 
the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  1861. 

Fair  Haven  township  was  organized  in  1859, 
and  the  first  election  held  on  the  5th  of  April,  at 
which  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Super- 
visors, A.  Montgomery,  Chairman,  Thomas  C.  Par- 
tridge, and  Samuel  Young;  Assessor,  J.  II.  Lock; 
Clerk,  il ames  . I enks;  Collector,  William  Hayward; 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  H.  H.  Mayo;  Constables,  G. 
A.  Bibber  and  S.  Leavitt;  and  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
C.  J.  Boobar  and  H.  P.  Bennett.  Forty-four  votes 
were  polled. 

Mr.  Partridge,  the  pioneer  of  the  town,  held  re- 
ligious services  as  soon  as  an  audience  arrived, 
and  formed  an  organization,  but  this  has  been  ex- 
tinct for  a number  of  years. 

About  1858,  Rev.  Mr.  Inman  succeeded  in  or- 
ganizing a congregation  of  Close  Communion  Bap- 
tists. Services  were  held  in  such  places  as  could 
be  secured,  for  a number  of  years,  but  they  now 
worship  in  a church  of  their  own.  A.  W.  Wood- 
ruff is  the  Pastor. 


The  first  school  was  kept  in  a store-house,  in  the 
winter  of  1856-57,  by  Miss  Anna  M.  Boobar.  A 
school  house  was  built  in  1866,  which  was  replaced 
in  1880,  by  a large  two-story  building.  There 
are  also  two  schools  in  the  township,  in  which 
school  is  kept  during  the  regular  terms. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  19,736  bushels;  oats, 
6,955  bushels;  corn,  6,405  bushels;  buckwheat,  30 
bushels;  potatoes,  1,585  bushels;  beans,  75  bush- 
els; sugar  cane,  1,552  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  39 
tons;  wild  hay,  656  tons;  apples,  163  bushels; 
wool,  616  pounds;  butter,  8,345  pounds;  and 
honey,  1,74(1  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  D.  Abell,  a son  of  Lovinas  Abell,  who 
was  one  of  the  original  six  who  opened  farms  in 
this  town  in  1856,  was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  1st  of 
December,  1845.  He  came  with  the  family  to  Fair 
Haven  in  1856,  and  with  the  exception  of  three 
years  spent  in  the  army,  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  in  the  town  ever  since.  He  married  Miss 
Henrietta  Dean,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1879. 
They  have  one  child,  Horace  E. 

Jotiiam  L.  Buzzell,  a native  of  Maine,  was  born 
in  the  year  1821.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade 
in  youth,  and  has  followed  the  business  most  of 
his  life.  He  was  three  years  in  the  army  during 
the  late  civil  war.  Came  to  Anoka,  Minnesota,  in 
1878,  and  in  the  fall  of  1880,  to  Fair  Haven,  where 
he  conducts  a blacksmith  shop.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  D.  Wakefield,  in  1847.  They  have  two 
children;  Clara  A.,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  F. 
Brown,  of  Champlin,  and  Henry  H.,  who  is  a part- 
ner with  his  father  in  the  shop.  He  was  born  on 
the  Kith  of  July,  1849,  and  married  Miss  Mary 
Collin,  of  Maine,  in  1871.  They  have  four  chil- 
dren; Arthur  L.,  Lucy  F.,  Edwin  W.,  and  Harry  11. 

William  Cooper,  a native  of  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1838.  When  he  was  five  years  old,  the  family 
moved  to  the  north  part  of  the  State,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  and  followed  the 
same  till  1857,  when  he  came  to  Bethel,  Anoka 
county,  Minnesota.  In  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  and  served 
eighteen  months  on  the  frontier  in  pursuit  of  the 
Indians,  and  then  went  south,  but  after  six  months 
was  discharged  on  account  of  wounds  received 
at  the  battle  of  Murfreesboro’.  In  July,  1865, 
came  to  Fair  Haven,  and  in  company  with  Benjamin 
Grinds  conducts  a general  merchandise  business. 
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I las  born  Postmaster  for  a number  of  years.  Mar- 
ried Miss  Lizzie  Noyes  on  the  2!)tli  of  May,  I860. 
Their  eliildren  are,  Minnie  M.,  Maud  A.,  and 
Blanch. 

(i.  AV.  Bishop  was  horn  in  Ohio,  on  the  17th  of 
duly,  IH-IO.  1 1 in  early  life  was  spent  on  a farm 
and  in  a (louring  mill,  following  the  latter  occu- 
pation through  life.  At  the  age  of  twenty-live 
years  he  went  to  Indiana,  and  after  a stay  of  ten 
years,  removed  to  Wisconsin,  and  thence,  in  1877, 
to  Kingston,  Meeker  county,  Minnesota.  In  April, 
1880,  he  came  to  Fair  Haven,  and  in  company 
with  John  S.  Crocker,  has  since  conducted  a llour- 
ing  mill  at  this  point.  Mr.  Bishop  was  married 
in  1869,  to  Miss  Ella  J.  Britton.  Their  children 
are,  Alice  L.,  Amy  E.,  and  Nancy  A. 

John  S.  Crocker,  a native  of  Auburn,  New 
York,  was  horn  on  the  1st  of  May,  1847.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  went  to  sea,  visiting  San 
Francisco,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  West  Indies. 
In  1868,  he  located  in  Michigan,  and  was  in  the  mil- 
ling business  for  six  years,  then  went  to  Iowa  in 
the  same;  occupation  for  two  years,  thence  to  Wilmar, 
Minnesota,  and  Kingston,  Meeker  county,  and 
finally,  in  1880,  to  Fair  Haven  in  company  with 
Cl.  W.  Bishop,  as  above  mentioned. 

George  W.  Dean  was  horn  in  Connecticut  on 
the  23d  of  June,  1809,  and  came  to  Fair  Haven 
in  the  spring  of  1857.  Farming  has  been  his 
life’s  business.  He  married  Miss  Maria  Brown  in 
1837,  who  died  in  September,  1879.  His  son,  John 
Ij.,  one  of  the  original  six  to  open  farms  in  this 
township  in  1856,  died  in  1880. 

Gibson  W.  Dean,  a native  of  Ohio,  was  born  on 
the  28th  of  September,  1839.  He  came  with  the 
family  to  Fair  Haven  in  the  spring  of  1857,  where 
he  has  lived  since  that  date.  Ho  married  Miss 
Eliza  A.  Griggs,  of  Ohio,  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1861.  They  had  one  child,  Eliza.  Mrs.  Dean 
died  in  April,  1865.  His  present  wife  was  Miss 
Mary  E.  Vandervort,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
the  19tli  of  March,  1871.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren; Howard  E.  and  Chester  W. 

Alexander  C.  Easton,  a native  of  Illinois,  was 
born  in  the  year  1852.  He  spent  most  of  his  life 
in  his  native  State,  coming  to  Fair  Haven  in  1875. 
He  is  a carpenter  by  trade,  which  profession  he 
followed  until  April,  1881,  when  he  succeeded  T. 
C.  Wiltse  in  the  stage  route  between  this  place 
and  St.  Cloud.  Ho  also  carries  the  United  States 
mail,  and  has  in  connection  with  his  stage  route, 
a livery  stable. 


Benjamin  Grinols,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Otto,  New  York,  was  born  in  the  year  1832.  His 
oarly  life  was  spent  on  a farm;  came  to  Oak  Grove, 
Anoka  county,  Minnesota,  in  1856,  and  farmed 
until  1865,  then  moved  to  Fair  Haven  and  en- 
gaged in  a general  mijvhandisc  business.  The 
firm  name  is  Grinols  and  Cooper.  He  married 
Miss  Isabella  Cooper  in  May,  1859.  They  have 
three  children;  Clinton  D.,  Ernest  E.,  and  Elsie  J. 

Carson  A.  Kimble,  a native  of  Fenlield,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  8th  of  October,  1853.  He 
came  to  Minnesota  in  April,  1871,  and  located  at 
Fair  Haven.  His  father,  Uriah  Kimble,  was  a 
wagon  maker  by  trade,  and  followed  it  through 
life.  He  died  in  August,  1880,  after  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  and  a man  named  Charles  L. 
Kimball  formed  a partnership  and  continued  the 
business.  Mr.  A.  Kimble  married  Miss  Mary 
Henneman  on  the  30tli  of  November,  1879. 

Joseph  H.  Lock  was  born  in  Maine,  in  the  year 
1820.  He  was  brought  up  in  the  mercantile  bus- 
iiu  ss  which  lie  followed  in  Maine  and  Massachus- 
etts until  1848,  when  he  went  to  California  and 
spent  several  years  in  mining,  then  returned  to 
the  States.  In  1857,  came  to  Minnesota  and  lo- 
cated at  Fair  Haven.  Here  he  bought  a farm  on 
section  twenty-four,  and  has  resided  on  it  ever 
since.  His  farm  contains  tive  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  He  married  Miss  Martha  B.  Bradford,  of 
Maine,  in  1845.  They  have  two  adopted  children, 
Fanny  AV.  and  Harry  S. 

John  K.  Noyes  was  born  in  Jonesboro’,  Maine, 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1817.  He  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  when  a boy,  and  followed  it  till 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  in 
the  township  of  Fair  Haven  in  1857.  He  engaged 
1 in  the  hotel  business  for  four  or  live  years,  and  was 
the  lirst  to  open  a public  house  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  next  farmed  for  three  years,  then  en- 
gaged in  building  mill-dams  in  different  parts  of 
the  State,  and  also  continues  to  manage  his  farm. 
He  has  a fine  farm  in  section  four,  near  the  village 
of  Fair  Haven.  He  was  the  first  Post-master  in 
the  town,  in  1858.  He  married  Miss  Martha  P. 
Small,  of  Clierryfield,  AVashington  county,  Maine, 
in  December,  1837.  They  have  ten  children; 
Lizzie,  Mary,  Verniee,  George,  Julia,  Frank,  Nel- 
lie, James  A.,  Nettie,  and  Mattie. 

AVebster  K.  Nye  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
county,  New  York,  on  the  13th  of  October,  1842. 
When  a child  the  family  moved  to  Cattaraugus 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1869.  Then  he  wen 
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to  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  and  engaged  in  the  ho- 
tel ami  lively  business  until  March,  1880,  when  he 
moved  to  Fair  Haven,  locating  on  a farm  in  sec- 
tion two,  whero  he  still  resides.  Tie  married  Miss 
Emily  I1’.  Fuller,  of  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1807.  They  have  four  children ; Leon  J I (Sidney 
M.,  Clayton  T.,  and  Earl.  Mr.  Nyo  served  three 
years  and  ten  months  in  the  Union  army. 

Florous  B.  Partridge  was  byrn  on  the  14th  of 
July,  1853,  in  Ohio.  Came  to  Fair  Haven,  in  1850, 
and  grew  to  manhood  at  home.  From  March, 
1870,  to  1881,  was  clerking  in  a store.  He  now 
owns  a farm  in  section  twenty-two,  town  of  South- 
side,  Wright  county,  which  he  rents,  and  lives 
with  his  brother  in  Fair  Haven.  He  married  Miss 
Anna  Kurtz,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1880. 

I’ayson  F.  Partridge,  eldest  son  of  Thomas  C. 
Partridge,  was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  Kith  of  No- 
vember, 1843.  Came  with  the  family  to  Fair  Ha- 
ven, in  185(5,  and  worked  with  his  father  in  a saw- 
mill, from  the  age  of  fifteen  to  twenty-five  years. 
During  the  last  four  years  he  was  in  the  business,  he 
owned  a one-third  interest  in  the  saw-mill.  Then 
was  three  years  in  the  mercantile  trade,  then 
worked  at  pattern  making,  in  St.  Cloud,  till  1877, 
.when  he  moved  to  a farm  located  on  section  thirty, 
in  the  town  of  Fair  Haven.  He  married  Miss 
Althea  Boobar,  on  the  14tli  of  January,  1808.  They 
have  two  children;  Errol  C.  and  Balpli  C. 

Thomas  C.  Partridge,  the  founder  of  Fair  Ha- 
ven township,  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  181(5.  He  was 
educated  for  a Baptist  minister,  and  after  coming 
to  Fair  Haven  took  an  active  part  in  managing  the 
town  interests.  He  married  Miss  Caroline  U.  Boot. 
Their  children  are,  Payson  F.,  Velona  C.,  now  the 
wife  of  J.  B.  Vandervort,  Cecil  C.,  and  Florons  B- 
Mr.  Partridge  has  given  his  attention  to  preach- 
ing for  some  years,  and  is  now  located  at  ( b land, 
Indiana,  preaching  and  farming. 

Stephen  Sias  was  born  in  Cattaraugus  county, 
New  York,  on  the  29tli  of  April,  1830.  He  came 
to  Anoka  county,  Minnesota,  in  185(5,  and  lived 
four  years  in  Oak  Grove  township,  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  then  in  the  city  of  Anoka  four 
years,  working  in  a cooper  shop,  then  two  years  in 
Fair  Haven  in  the  carpenter  business,  after  which 
he  took  a homestead  on  section  two,  in  the  town  of 
Fair  Haven,  where  he  now  resides.  He  married 
Mrs.  Desire  Baldwin,  on  the  17th  of  February, 
1855.  They  have  one  son,  Frank  L.,  born  on  the 
30th  of  January,  1857;  a graduate  of  the  Normal 


School  at  Mankato,  and  for  the  last  three  years 
has  been  teaching  school. 

Boderick  B.  Sargent,  a native  of  Washington 
county,  Vermont,  was  born  in  the  year  1830. 
When  a young  man,  las  followed  railroading  for 
about  twenty-three  y<ars;  first  as  a brakesman, 
then  baggage  master,  and  for  the  last  fifteen  years 
of  his  railroad  life  as  engineer  on  different  roads. 
He  was  a soldier  for  three  years;  came  to  Minne- 
sota in  1873,  stopping  four  years  in  Clearwater, 
working  in  a harness  shop  ami  livery  stable,  then 
for  a time  was  running  a stationary  engine.  In 
1880,  came  to  Fair  Haven,  and  is  now  engineer  in 
Linscott’s  mill.  His  wife  was  Mrs.  Mary  Kimball, 
the  marriage  taking  place  in  June,  1880. 

Siuas  C.  Hi' rout,  a native  of  Maine,  was  born 
on  the  22el  of  April,  1831.  lie  was  a farmer  boy; 
came  to  Wisconsin  at  the  age)  of  twenty-four,  and 
ten  years  after,  to  Maine  Prairie,  Stearns  county, 
Minnesota,  locating  on  a farm  until  18(58,  when  lie 
removed  to  Fair  Haven  and  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising for  six  years,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
in  the  hotel  business.  He  married  Miss  Maria  L. 
Getcliell,  of  Maine,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1852. 
They  have  four  children ; Frederick  L.,  Charles  E., 
Eugene  S.,  and  William  P. 

John  B.  Vandervort,  a native  of  Clinton 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1839.  After  attaining  manhood,  followed  farming 
for  a living.  In  18G1,  he  moved  to  St.  Francis, 
Anoka  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  till 
fall,  then  went  to  Maine  Prairie,  where  he  remained 
one  year  on  a rented  farm,  and  in  18(52,  came  to 
Fair  Haven,  and  for  five  winters  taught  school, 
having  an  interest  in  a saw-mill  during  that  time. 
After  1868,  he  engaged  in  the  merchandise  busi- 
ness, the  firm  being  Partridge  and  Vandervort.  At 
the  expiration  of  one  year  he  sold  out,  then  farmed 
for  two  years,  after  which  he  went  to  Waukesha, 
Wisconsin,  and  took  charge  of  a department  in  the 
Industrial  School,  but  after  one  and  a half  year’s 
teaching,  was  compelled  to  resign  on  account  of 
declining  health,  and  for  a few  years  he  engaged 
in  no  permanent  business.  In  1877,  he  moved  to 
Maine  Prairie  and  worked  in  a store  for  about  one 
year,  then  returned  to  Fair  Haven  and  conducted 
the  co-operative  store  until  it  closed  out  in  1880, 
to  the  firm  of  J.  B.  Vandervort  & Co.  This  firm 
is  composed  of  Mr.  Vandervort,  J.  H.  Look,  and 
J.  II.  Baldwin.  Mr.  Vandervort  married  Miss  Ve- 
lona M.  Partridge  on  the  23d  of  May.  186(5.  They 
have  one  child,  Herman  L. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


Richard  M.  Vandekvort,  a native  of  Ohio,  was 
born  in  the  year  1842.  He  came  to  Fair  Haven, 
Minnesota,  in  tlu>  spring  of  1801;  farmed  one 
year,  then  worked  at  the  carpenter  business  for  two 
years,  and  the  next  two  years,  drove  stock  to  Bis- 
marck; lie  then  engaged  in  the  merchandise  busi- 
ness, which  lie  has  followed  to  the  present  time, 
being  now  in  the  employ  of  Grinds  & Cooper. 
He  married  Miss  Alma  C.  Webb,  daughter  of  O.  D. 
Webb,  on  the  24tli  of  May,  1800.  Their  children 
are,  Homer  W.  and  Charles  H. 


FARMING. 


Farming  is  situated  not  far  from  the  geograph- 
ical center  of  the  county,  and  embraces  township 
124  north,  range  31  west 

The  surface  is  undulating,  and  in  some  places 
hilly.  The  Sauk  river  crosses  the  southwest  cor- 
ner, running  in  a southeasterly  direction,  and  in 
that  vicinity  there  is  some  prairie,  but  the  balance 
of  the  town  is  cliietly  covered  with  brush.  There 
are  a number  of  small  lakes,  the  largest  of  which 
are  the  Big  Rice  Lakes  in  the  eastern  part. 

The  first  settler  was  Nicholas  Evans,  who  came 
about  1858,  and  settled  on  section  thirty -one. 
The  next  spring,  John  H.  Terfear,  William  Korte, 
and  his  brother  settled  in  the  town,  but  very  little 
improvement  was  made  till  after  the  war.  Since 
that  time  there  has  been  a slow  but  steady  in- 
crease in  population,  until  the  last  census  showed 
an  aggregate  of  285  persons,  nearly  all  living  in 
tin;  south  part  of  the  township.  It  has  an  area  of 
23,040  acres,  of  which  1,530  are  under  cultivation. 

Farming  was  organized  in  1873,  and  the  first 
election  held  on  the  11th  of  March,  at  which  the 
following  officers  were  elected:  Supervisors,  Ger- 
hard Brunner,  Chairman,  Patrick  Cavanagh,  and 
Mathias  Thelen;  Clerk,  Valentine  Garding;  and 
Ashi  shot  and  Treasurer,  Christ  Nichaus. 

There  is  a German  Catholic  church  on  section 
thirty-two.  It  was  built  in  1880,  and  the  first 
service  held  on  the  0th  of  June,  1881.  A priest 
from  Richmond  visits  this  place  semi-monthly. 

About  six  years  ago,  Christ  Meyer  taught  the 
first  school  in  the  town.  There  are  now  two 
school  houses,  which  belong  to  joint  districts. 

The  agricultural  report  for  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  19,074  bushels;  oats, 


8,764  bushels;  corn,  1,890  bushels;  barley,  40 
bushels;  rye,  130  bushels;  potatoes,  1,136  bush- 
els; cultivated  hay,  8 tons;  wild  hay,  562  tons; 
apples,  3 bushels;  wool,  844  pounds;  butter,  4,075 
pounds;  and  honey,  115  pounds. 


GETTY. 


CHAPTER  XCVII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION   SCHOOLS AGRICULTURAL  STATIS- 
TICS  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Getty  is  situated  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  is  chiefly  a rolling  prairie,  the  ex- 
ceptions being  Getty’s  Grove  in  the  western  part, 
which  extends  into  the  town  of  Raymond,  and 
Pesheck’s  Grove  in  the  eastern  part.  Its  area  is 
23,040  acres,  of  which  4,478  are  under  cultivation, 
and  is  contained  in  township  125  north,  range  34 
west. 

The  soil  is  principally  a rich  black  loam  with  a 
clay  subsoil,  except  in  the  northeast  comer,  where 
a light  sandy  loam  is  found,  caused  by  the  Sauk 
river,  which  crosses  this  portion  of  the  town  in  a 
southeasterly  direction.  There  are  also  a number 
of  small  lakes  and  some  good  hay  meadows. 

John  J.  Getty,  in  honor  of  whom  the  town  is 
named,  was  undoubtedly  the  first  permanent  set- 
tler. He  came  on  the  6th  of  July,  1857,  and  settled 
on  section  nineteen,  in  what  has  since  been  known 
as  Getty’s  Grove,  and  still  resides  there.  John  II. 
Layman  accompanied  Mr.  Getty,  and  took  land  in 
sections  eighteen,  nineteen,  and  twenty,  but  did 
not  remain  long,  and  is  now  in  Michigan.  A.  J. 
Bennett,  now  of  Melrose,  settled  in  section  one, 
about  1858.  Franz  Pesheck,  of  Bohemia,  lived 
on  Mr.  Getty’s  farm  in  1862,  and  the  following 
year,  made  a claim  in  section  fourteen,  but  now  re- 
sides in  Dakota  Territory.  Jacob  Hurley  settled 
ou  section  nineteen,  about  1863,  but  has  since  va- 
cated the  claim. 

The  town  was  but  sparsely  settled  prior  to  the 
Indian  outbreak,  but  since  the  close  of  the  war 
the  population  has  steadily  increased,  numbering, 
according  to  the  last  census,  538  poisons. 

This  town  was  organized  in  1865,  and  embraced 
all  of  the  present  territory  of  Raymond,  but  was 
reduced  to  its  present  limits  on  the  organization  of 
the  latter  town  in  1867. 
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The  first  officers  were:  Supervisors,  Jacob  Hur- 
ley, Chairman,  Robert  Watson,  and.  Newton  San- 
ders; Clerk,  Jacob  Church;  Treasurer,  F.  Pcshcck; 
Assessor,  A.  J.  Bennett;  and  Justices  ol'  the  Peace, 
1\1.  II.  I ’aimer  and  Samuel  llaulenberry. 

On  the  filli  of  September,  lH7.r>,  a Post-office 
was  established  at  the  residence  of  G.  Gilbertson, 
on  section  nineteen,  but  was  discontinued  after  an 
existence  of  about  four  years. 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  school  districts. 
The  first  school  was  established  mainly  through 
the  efforts  of  J.  J.  Getty,  and  was  held  in  a log 
school  house  on  section  nineteen,  by  Mrs.  Hattie 
Viele.  This  district  was  organized  in  18G7,  and 
numbered  fifty-three.  The  old  log  school  house 
was  burned  down  in  1870,  and  a neat  frame  build, 
ing  has  since  been  erected  on  the  same  site. 

District  number  fifty-four  was  organized  the 
same  year,  and  the  first  school  held  in  B.  A.  Vee- 
der’s  residence.  In  a few  years  a log  school  house 
was  built  on  section  fourteen,  which  was  removed, 
some  years  later,  to  section  ten,  where  a frame 
building,  erected  in  1880,  now  adorns  the  site. 

District  number  sixty-one  was  organized  about 
1808,  and  the  school  house  located  on  section 
twenty-six. 

District  number  eighty-two  was  organized  in 
1871,  and  the  first  school  held  the  same  year.  The 
building  is  situated  on  section  iivo. 

The  products  of  Getty,  according  to  the  agri- 
cultural report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  48,704  bush- 
els; oats,  28,014  bushels;  corn,  5,089  bushels; 
barley,  1,412  bushels;  rye,  25  bushels;  potatoes, 
8,472  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  58  tons;  wild 
hay,  2,824.  tons;  apples,  84  bushels;  wool,  (158 
pounds;  butter,  18,182  pounds;  cheese,  200  pounds; 
and  honey,  190  pounds. 

niOGit.vpniOAn. 

Hiram  Bellinger,  a native  of  Fulton  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  March,  1828. 
When  an  infant,  the  family  moved  to  Oneida  county, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood. 
In  1854,  Mr.  Bellinger  moved  to  Wisconsin,  locat- 
ing on  a farm  in  Dane  county;  then  in  1805,  re- 
moved to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  section  ten, 
Getty  township,  where  lie  now  resides.  He  married 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Logan  in  1848.  They  have  five 
living  children. 

J.  H.  Bruce,  a native  of  Montgomery  county, 
Indiana,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  March,  1833, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood,  engaged  in  farming 
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pursuits.  After  attaining  manhood,  he  purchased 
a farm  in  the  same  county,  making  it  his  home 
until  1803,  when  he  moved  to  Minnesota,  and  pur- 
chased a farm  two  miles  east  of  the  present  village 
of  Bank  Centre,  and  lived  on  it  for  ten  years.  In 
1873,  he  located  on  a farm  in  section  eighteen, 
Getty  township,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has  a 
large  farm,  well  furnished,  affording  himself  and 
family  a good  home.  He  was  Chairman  of  the 
board  of  Supervisors  of  Sauk  Centre  for  four 
terms,  and  has  filled  the  same  office  in  this  town- 
ship for  three  years.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  E, 
La  Follett,  on  the  10tli  of  October,  1854.  They 
have  seven  children  living. 

H.  N.  Carpenter,  son  of  Horatio  Carpenter, 
who  served  in  the  Avar  of  1812,  was  born  in  Leba- 
non, Columbia  county,  Ncav  York,  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1842.  When  a boy,  commenced  to  work 
on  a neighboring  farm.  In  September,  1801,  en- 
listed in  Company  M,  of  the  Sixth  NeAv  York  Cav- 
alry, serving  until  August,  1805.  After  being 
discharged  from  service,  he  returned  to  his  home 
in  Ncav  York,  but  soon  after,  made  a trip  Avest, 
spending  the  first  Avinter  in  Michigan.  The  fol- 
lowing spring  (I860)  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
took  a homestead  in  section  eight,  Getty  township, 
Avliere  he  is  living  at  this  Avriting.  He  married 
Miss  Nancy  Vceder,  on  the  30th  of  November, 
1807.  They  have  three  living  children. 

John  Jerome  Getty,  the  first  settler  of  the  town 
that  bears  his  name,  Avas  born  in  Onondaga  county, 
Ncav  York,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1821.  His 
father  Avas  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  county  of 
his  birthplace.  Air.  Getty,  though  living  on  a 
farm  all  his  life,  has  found  time  to  read  and 
accumulate  a store  of  knowledge,  making  him 
one  of  the  most  affable  and  genial  men  of 
the  toAvn.  lie  lost  his  mother  by  death  Avlien 
quite  young,  and  his  father  brought  into  the 
household  a step-mother,  so  that  at  the  age  of 
eight  years  he  left  home  and  began  to  work  on 
the  Erie  canal,  and  continued  in  that  occupation 
until  about  twenty-tAvo  years  of  age,  Avlien  he  came 
Avest.  In  1843,  he  opened  a new  farm  in  Peoria 
county,  Illinois,  Avliere  he  lived  ten  years.  In  1853, 
he  came  to  Minnesota, and  spent  about  one  year  on 
the  present  situ  of  Minneapolis,  in  the  employ  of 
Martin  Layman,  as  a helper  on  the  farm,  and  on 
the  31st  of  October,  1854,  Avas  married  to  Miss 
J.  Layman,  and  immediately  returned  to  his  farm 
in  Illinois,  where  he  lived  till  1857,  Avhen  ho  returned 
to  Minnesota.  During  the  same  year,  took  a farm 
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in  section  nineteen,  Getty  township,  where  he  still 
resides.  During  the  war,  the  family  lived  in  Min- 
neapolis l'or  about  four  years.  He  Idled  a number 
of  ollices,  in  the  county  and  town.  He  has  two 
children;  Fannie  E.  and  Margaret  A. 

Abnek  M.  Lamb,  a native  of  Bucks  county, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  April,  1833. 
The  family  moved  to  Newtown  of  the  same  county, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eight  years 
old.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  till  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  then  went  and 
served  an  apprenticeship  to  the  stone-mason’s 
trade,  which  lie  followed  for  some  years.  In  1857, 
he  moved  to  the  state  of  Maryland,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  and  em- 
ployed his  time  in  farming  and  working  at  his 
trade.  In  18(13,  he  visited  California,  returning 
in  1805,  and  immediately  moved  to  Minnesota, 
taking  a homestead  in  section  eleven,  Getty  town- 
ship, whore  ho  has  ono  of  the  best  improved  farms 
in  the  town.  Ho  lived  in  Sauk  Centre  for  five 
years,  while  educating  his  family.  Was  married 
to  Miss  Itachel  E.  Yanliorn,  on  the  18tli  of  Janu- 
ary, 1855.  They  have  two  sons  living. 

David  Love  (deceased)  was  born  in  Somerset 
county,  Maine,  on  the  29th  of  April,  1851.  His 
father  was  a farmer  and  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-first 
Maine  Infantry,  serving  eighteen  months.  After 
returning  from  the  army  in  18GG,  the  family 
moved  to  Minnesota,  locating  on  a farm  in  section 
thirty,  Getty  township,  where  they  still  live.  Mr. 
L<  >ve  died  soon  after  coming  to  the  State,  since 
which  time  his  son  David  has  owned  and  con- 
trolled eighty  acres  of  the  original  farm.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  P.  Bruce,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  this  section,  on  the  16th  of 
November,  1879.  They  have  one  child,  named 
Arthur  B. 

John  Minett  was  born  on  the  Gtli  of  December, 
1852,  in  Ozaukee  county,  Wisconsin.  He  left  his 
father’s  home  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  cooper  business  at  Lake  Superior, 
Michigan,  for  about  three  yours.  Then  came  to 
M innosbtn  and  locate  d on  a farm  in  section  live, 
Getty  township,  which  he  has  since  made  his  homo.  > 
Ho  spent  some  time  working  on  the  extension  of 
the  Manitoba  railroad,  and  in  freighting  to  Dakota 
Territory.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Gaid,  on  the 
1st  of  March,  1881,  and  has  lived  on  his  farm  since 
that  time. 

Benjamin  W.  Veedeh,  a native  of  Fulton  coun- 
ty, New  York,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  September, 


1835.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years,  his  parents 
moved  to  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  whore  his 
father  died  the  same  year-,  the  family  continuing 
to  reside  on  the  farm.  In  1863,  Mr.  Veeder  came 
to  Olmsted  county,  Minnesota,  farming  and  teach- 
ing school  Avliile  a resident  of  that  county,  and 
filling,  \vith  credit  to  himself,  several  town  ollices. 
In  1866,  he  came  to  Stearns  county,  and  located  a 
farm  on  section  sixteen,  Getty  township,  where  he 
now  lives,  engaged  in  farming,  teaching  school, 
and  acting  as  real  estate  agent  and  Notary  Pub- 
lic. He  has  held  some  local  office  ever  since  being 
a resident  of  the  town,  and  is  now  Town  Clerk 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  having  held  the  former 
office  five  years. 


GROVE. 

CHAPTER  XCVIII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 
GANIZATION   SCHOOLS  — - RELIGIOUS AGRICUL- 
TURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Grove  is  situated  in  the  northwest  part  of  the 
county,  and  embraces  township  125  north,  range 
33  west,  and  is  chiefly  prairie,  although  contain- 
ing a number  of  oak  groves  ivith  an  undergroxvth 
of  hazel  brush.  The  soil  varies  from  a light  sandy 
to  a black  loam,  and  is  very  productive.  Its  area 
is  about  23,040  acres,  of  which  4,360  are  under 
cultivation. 

The  first  to  settle  in  this  township  were  Henry 
and  Xavier  Schaefers  and  Joseph  Maly,  in  the 
fall  of  1858.  The  Schaefers  brothers  took  land  in 
sections  seventeen  and  eighteen,  remained  about 
eight  years  and  moved  to  Iowa,  where  they  now 
reside.  Mr.  Maly  settled  in  sections  five  and 
eight  and  still  lives  there.  The  population  was 
augmented  the  following  spring  by  the  arrival  of 
Henry  and  Herman  Meyer  and  their  widowed 
mother,  August  lilies,  G.  P.  Steward,  and  Joseph 
Nah to.  Henry  Meyer  located  in  section  twenty, 
his  brother  in  section  nineteen,  Mrs.  Meyer  in  sec- 
tions seventeen  and  eight,  August  lilies  in  sec- 
tion thirty,  and  G.  I’.  Steward  in  section  six. 
During  the  following  year  a considerable  number 
of  settlers  arrived,  and  since  then  the  growth  has 
been  steady,  the  population  numbering  726,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census. 

This  town  was  organized  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners in  1867,  and  the  first  election  hold  on 
the  fourth  of  April,  1868,  in  the  house  of  Piter 
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Herbrand,  then  residing  on  section  twenty-nine. 
The  result  of  that  election  was  the  following  of- 
ficers: Supervisors,  Gerhard  Terhaar,  Chairman, 
Charles  Pfeifer,  and  John  Prinnis;  Clerk,  James 
Duncan;  and  Treasurer,  Harney  Sehwieters. 

The  town  is  divided  into  three  school  districts, 
number  fifty-one  being  the  first  organized,  about 
18  GO. 

Owing  to  the  organization  of  new  districts,  the 
old  school  house,  formerly  in  number  fifty-one,  is 
now  in  number  one  hundred  and  three,  and  located 
at  the  little  village  of  Meire’s  Grove. 

There  is  also  a German  Catholic  Church  at  this 
place,  Father  Meinulpli  Stuckenkemper  being  the 
priest  in  charge. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  47,406  bushels;  oats,  28,- 
379  bushels;  corn,  5,692  bushels;  barley,  743 
bushels;  rye,  129  bushels;  buckwheat,  2 bushels; 
potatoes,  5,244  bushels;  beans,  11  bushels;  sugar- 
cane, 35  gallons;  wild  hay,  1,351  tons;  apples, 
26  bushels;  tobacco,  143  pounds;  wool,  978  pounds; 
butter,  .16,750  pounds;  cheese,  30  pounds;  and 
hoirey,  75  pounds. 

BIOGKArillCAL. 

John  Blonigen  was  born  in  Fond  du  Lac  coun- 
ty, Wisconsin,  on  the  6th  of  January,  1856.  His 
parents  came  to  St.  Martin  township  in  1860,  and 
located  near  t her  village,  where  they  are  still  liv- 
ing. John  attended  school  at  St.  Martin  until 
thirteen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  worked  on 
the  farm  until  about  nineteen  years  of  age;  then 
attended  the  Normal  School  at  St.  Cloud  for  three 
years,  completing  nearly  a full  course.  Mr.  Blon- 
igen  has  siirce  devoted  himself  to  school  teaching 
in  different  parts  of  this  county.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Walz,  a native  of  Illi- 
nois, on  the  28th  of  February,  1881. 

James  Duncan,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers,  and 
the  first  Town  Clerk  of  Grove  township,  is  a native 
of  Scotland,  born  on  the  17th  of  March,  1816.  His 
father  was  a merchant,  and  pursued  his  calling  in 
dill'eront  portions  of  Groat.  Britain,  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Ireland,  when  James  was  but 
an  infant.  He  learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade  in 
the  old  country,  while  yet  a boy.  In  1833,  ho 
came  to  New  York  City,  where  he  served  an  ap- 
prenticeship to  the  trade  of  plasterer  and  stone 
and  brick  mason,  and  in  1837,  began  business  as 
a contractor  and  builder.  Meeting  with  reverses, 
in  1841,  he  went  to  Sullivan  county,  New  York, 
where  he  arrived  with  less  than  ten  dollars  in  his 


pocket.  He  soon  found  work  at  his  trade,  and  in 
1849,  had  accumulated  sufficient  means  to  enable 
him  to  purchase  a mill  and  some  land.  Mr.  Dun- 
can resided  there  until  1862,  when  he  came  to 
Hastings,  Minnesota,  and  thence,  in  1864,  to  his 
present  residence.  He  was  married  to  Miss  M. 
Hamilton,  hi  New  York  City.  Mrs.  Duncan  is  also 
of  Scotch  parentage. 

G.  W.  Duncan,  son  of  James  Duncan,  was  born 
at  Forestburg,  Sullivan  county,  New  York,  on  the 
18th  of  February,  1851.  He  came  with  the  family 
to  Grove  township  in  1864,  and  still  resides  on  the 
old  homestead,  having  charge  of  his  father’s  farm. 
In  1872,  he  was  elected  Town  Clerk,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  four  years  and  is  now  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  Mr.  Duncan  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Fannie  E.  Getty,  daughter  of  J.  J.  Getty,  one 
of  the  first  settlers  in  this  portion  of  the  county, 
on  the  31st  of  October,  1877.  They  have  two 
children;  Jennie  Permelia  and  James  Jerome. 

Anton  Eltiucii,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  11th  of  December,  1842.  He  re- 
ceived a liberal  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  country.  He  enlisted  in  1857,  in  the 
Papal  Army  in  the  city  of  Borne,  in  a company  of 
Grenadiers  belonging  to  the  staff.  His  term  of  en- 
listment was  four  years,  but  after  serving  two 
years,  there  being  a cessation  of  war  for  a time,  he 
was  mustered  out  of  service.  After  this  he  went 
into  a company  of  cavalry  of  the  army  of  Bavaria. 
Here  he  spent  six  years  in  active  service,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  1867.  Then  he  acted  as  a servant 
for  Count  Von  Hoeslin  for  three  years.  In  1870, 
he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  after  a short 
stay  in  New  York,  went  to  Detroit,  Michigan, 
where  for  several  years  he  was  engaged  in  various 
pursuits.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1872,  and 
soon  after,  to  St.  Cloud.  Commenced  teaching 
school  in  1876,  and  continues  in  that  profession. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  Fisher,  on  the  4th  of  May, 
1875,  who  was  born  in  Indianapolis,  Indiana.  They 
have  four  children. 

August  Timms,  for  twenty-two  years  a resident 
of  Grove  township,  is  a native  of  Westphalia,  and 
was  born  in  August,  1824.  When  a young  man 
he  went  to  work  on  a farm,  which  was  his  employ- 
ment for  twelve  years  at  an  annual  salary  of  from 
sixteen  to  eighteen  dollars.  He  thus  saved  enough 
money  to  pay  his  passage  to  America,  whither  ho 
came  in  1856,  settling  in  Clayton  county,  Towa, 
where  he  lived  three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1859, 
he  came  to  Grove  township  and  located  his  pres- 
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ent  farm,  there  being  at  the  time  but  two  residents 
in  the  township,  and  Mr.  lilies  was  the  lirst  man 
to  perfect  a claim  title.  During  the  first  winter, 
owing  to  scarcity  of  provisions,  he  was  compelled 
to  subsist  for  a time  on  roasted  corn  and  game. 
Mr.  lilies  was  married  on  the  12tli  of  February, 
1868,  to  Mrs.  Annie  Stevens.  They  have  had  nine 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 

James  Meagher,  a native  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  7th  of  June,  1856,  where  he 
lived  with  his  parents  until  1858,  when  the  family 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  located  near 
St.  Cloud,  Minnesota.  The  family  removed  to 
the  farm  on  which  James  now  resides,  located  in 
section  fifteen,  in  the  spring  of  1862.  His  father, 
Thomas  Meagher,  died  on  the  15th  of  April,  1875, 
His  mother  married  a second  husband  and  is  liv- 
ing in  Sauk  Centre,  while  Mr.  Meagher  has  come 
into  possession  of  the  old  home.  He  married 
Miss  Margaret  Hyder  on  the  26th  of  May,  1880. 
They  have  one  child. 

Bev.  Meinulph  Stuokenkemper,  a priest  in 
Stearns  county  for  the  last  eighteen  years,  was 
born  in  Westphalia,  Prussia,  on  the  17tli  of  Jan- 
uary, 1887.  When  but  a child,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  who  settled  in  St.  Louis,  Mis- 
souri. He  prepared  for  college,  and  pursued  his 
classical  and  theological  studies  at  St.  Vincents’, 
Pennsylvania,  after  which  lie  was  ordained  on  the 
20th  of  June,  1861.  He  then  came  to  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  and  thence,  after  a few  years,  to 
Stearns  county,  where  he  has  labored  most  of  the 
time  since.  He  built  the  church  of  the  “Immaculate 
Conception,”  in  St.  Cloud,  and  also,  the  church 
of  New  Munich,  and  formed  the  congregation  of 
St.  Joseph’s  parish,  in  Minneapolis.  Father  Mein- 
ulph came  to  “St.  John’s  Church,”  at  Meier’s  Grove, 
in  February,  1881,  where  he  still  resides. 

Joseph  Maly,  Jr.  is  a native  of  Bohemia, born 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1839.  He  is  a son  of 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Ziony)  Maly,  who  brought  the 
family  to  America  in  1852,  settling  in  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  remained  until  1858,  and 
came  to  Minnesota,  arriving  at  the  site  of  their 
presold  farm  on  the  24th  of  August.  Joseph  Jr. 
resides  on  a farm  adjoining  that  of  his  father. 
Ho  was  a soldier  in  the  Northern  army  during  the 
civil  war,  was  mustered  in  in  1864,  and  served  about 
thirteen  months.  Miss  Annie  Crmak  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Maly,  on  the  17th  of  December,  1865; 
she  is  also  a native  of  bohemia. 

Joseph  Natiie  was  born  in  Westphalia,  Prussia, 


on  the  8th  of  September,  1836.  At  the  age  of 
twenty  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the  carpen- 
ter’s trade  and  served  an  apprenticeship  of  two 
years.  On  the  20th  of  October,  1857,  he  left 
Europe  for  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  residing  at  the 
latter  place  and  St.  Louis,  until  coming  to  Grove 
township,  in  October,  1859.  Mr.  Natlie  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Marto,  of 
New  Munich,  on  the  22d  of  August,  1830.  They 
have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Casper  Nahte  was  born  in  Germany,  in  about 
the  year  1840,  where  he  grew  up  on  a farm,  tak- 
ing an  interest  in  agricultural  pursuits.  Ho  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1859,  locating  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  for  two  years,  then  moved  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  section  twenty, . Grove  township,  in 
1861.  He  has  about  three  hundred  acres  of  land, 
.all  prairie,  except  about  eighty  acres  which  is 
covered  with  a good  growth  of  timber.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Gertrude  Serfas,  who  was  born  in  Ger- 
many. They  have  ten  children.  Their  son  Peter 
died  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  four  years. 


HOLDING. 

CHAPTER  XCTX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLE!!  EMT PI  RSI’ 

THINGS MERCANTILE MANUFACTURES — ORGANI- 

ZATION— SCHOOLS — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS — - 
BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Holding  is  situated  in  the  northeast  portion  of 
the  county,  and  adjoins  Brockway  on  the  west.  It 
embraces  township  126  north,  range  30  west,  and 
the  south  six  sections  of  township  127,  range  30. 
The  surface  is  generally  covered  with  timber,  ex- 
cept at  Holdingsford,  where  there  is  a prairie  of  a 
few  hundred  acres  in  extent. 

Two  River  crosses  the  western  portion  of  the 
town  in  a northerly  direction,  passing  through 
Two  River  Lake,  which  lies  in  the  southwest  cor- 
ner. Spunk  brook  crosses  the  southeastern  part, 
•running  in  a northeasterly  direction,  and  a number 
of  smaller  creeks  take  their  rise  in  the  swamps,  of 
which  there  are  quite  a.  number,  and  join  these 
water  courses  in  their  passage  through  the  town. 
The  soil  is  a rich  black  loam,  with  a clay  sub-soil. 

Randolph  Holding,  whose  name  the  town  bears, 
lias  the  honor  of  being  the  first  permanent  settler, 
having  made  a claim  at  what  is  now  called  Hold- 
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ingsford.  as  early  as  May,  1868.  He  was  soon 
followed  by  Casper  Fox,  T.  Mocli,  Isam  Hall,  S.  A. 
Blood,  Jacob  Hotter,  and  Henry  Young,  who  set- 
tled near  Mr.  Holding.  The  following  year  wit- 
nessed quite  an  immigration,  prominent  among 
whom  were,  James  Hull,  G.  W.  Bolton,  Alexander 
Stewart,  Joseph  E.  Fugate,  and  Henry  and  John 
Sand.  Nearly  all  of  the  old  settlers  yet  remain. 

The  first  school  was  kept  by  S.  A.  Blood  in  the 
winter  of  1872-73.  There  are  now  five  schools  in 
the  town,  in  which  school  is  kept  during  the  usual 
terms. 

The  first  religious  service  was  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  Isam  Hall,  in  1872,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Nellis. 

The  first  child  born  was  Virginia  Hall,  in  1870. 

The  first  death  was  Mary  F.  Farrell,  aged  six 
years,  in  1871. 

The  first  marriage  was  in  1872,  the  parties  being 
William  Branham  and  Miss  Anna  Baker. 

Holding  has  an  area  of  26,880  acres,  of  which 
1,157  are  under  cultivation,  and  the  population, 
according  to  the  last  census,  was  603. 

It  was  a part  of  Brockway  until  1870,  when  a 
separate  organization  was  effected,  and  the  town 
named  in  honor  of  its  founder. 

Holding, seokd — This  place  derives  its  name 
from  the  first  settler,  and  the  fact  of  this  being  a 
fording  point  on  the  Two  River  before  any  bridges 
were  built.  In  1874,  Mr.  Holding  surveyed  and 
platted  about  twenty  acres,  and  gave  to  the  village 
the  above  appropriate  name.  Two  years  before 
this  he  had  opened  a store  here,  and  soon  after 
was  appointed  Postmaster,  which  position  ho  still 
holds,  and  also  curries  on  his  mercantile  business. 

A.  C.  Smith  opened  a general  store  in  1877,  but 
discontinued  it  after  six  months. 

William  Murphy  also  opened  a general  store,  in 
1878,  but  abandoned  the  enterprise  at  the  end  of 
two  years. 

In  1875,  R.  B.  Young  & Son  built  a lumber  and  a 
flouring  mill  which  they  run  till  1877.  The  flour- 
ing mill  was  then  moved  to  Morrison  county,  and 
the  lumber  mill  sold  to  R.  Holding,  who  in  turn 
sold  it  to  Ward  Brothers,  the  present  owners,  in 
1878.  They  have  recently  enlarged  and  improved 
it,  adding  a flouring  mill  with  three  run  of  stones. 

A steam  saw-mill  was  built  by  William  Murphy 
in  1879,  which  is  now  being  successfully  operated. 

A Stave  factory  was  built  on  section  twenty-nine, 
about  the  same  time,  by  Clark,  Waite,  and  Mont- 
gomery, which  is  also  in  successful  operation. 

The  following  products  are  reported  from  Hold- 


ing for  the  year  1880;  wheat,  11,832  bushels;  oats, 
7,204  bushels;  corn,  1,490  bushels;  barley,  25 
bushels;  potatoes,  2,117  bushels;  beans,  25  bush- 
els; cultivated  hay,  64  tons;  wild  hay,  576  tons; 
timothy  seed,  3 bushels;  tobacco,  45  pounds;  wool, 
563  pounds;  butter,  5,220  pounds;  and  honey* 
225  pounds. 

BIOGltAPHICAL. 

Samuel  A.  Blood,  of  Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  7tli  of  June,  1837.  He  left  the 
home  of  his  childhood  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  and  came  t6  Minnesota,  locating  at  St. 
Cloud,  which  was  then  but  a rude  hamlet.  After 
remaining  about  nine  years,  he  removed  to  the 
unorganized  township  of  Holding,  and  located  on 
section  eight.  He  has  a farm  of  160  acres  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Blood  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  town  and  school  affairs,  has 
been  Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors,  for 
three  years  and  held  other  minor  oltices.  He 
was  married  on  the  19th  of  October,  1859, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Lane,  of  New  York  State. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living;  William  A.,  Clifton  A.,  Nettie, 
Nora,  Calvin,  and  Edith.  Mr.  Blood  was  in  the 
Fourth  Minnesota  Vulunteer  Infantry  during  the 
Indian  war.  He  was  accompanied  by  two  of  his 
brothers,  one  of  whom  was  killed  and  the  other 
severely  wounded  while  fighting  the  Indians.  He 
was  one  of  the  detailed  number  to  adjust  the 
ropes  around  the  necks  of  the  thirty-eight  Indians 
who  were  executed  at  Mankato  in  the  year  1863. 

James  Hall  was  born  in  Scioto  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1846.  His  father  moved  to 
Virginia  soon  after  James’  birth,  and  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  resided  on  a farm  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  civil  war.  On  the  1 1th  of  September, 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  39th  Ken- 
tucky Mounted  Infantry,  participated  in  a num- 
ber of  closely  contested  battles,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Louisville,  in  September,  1865.  lie  then 
returned  to  his  old  home  in  Virginia,  but  came  to 
Minnesota  in  1869.  After  remaining  a few  months 
in  Meeker  county,  ho  came  to  Holding  township 
and  selected  his  present  farm  on  section  ten.  Mr. 
Hall  was  married  in  1863,  to  Miss  Catharine 
Payne,  who  is  a native  of  Virginia.  They  have 
had  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  five 
daughters  and  two  sons. 

Joseph  E.  Fugate  dates  his  birth  in  Pendleton 
county,  Kentucky,  on  the  7th  of  April,  1847. 
When  a lad,  lie  removed  with  his  parents  to  Vcr- 
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million  county,  Illinois,  where  lie  grew  to  man- 
liooil.  Mr.  Fugate  cumo  to  Minnesota  in  1868, 
anil  located  on  section  thirty-two,  where  he  now 
1ms  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  a 
fine  state  of  cultivation.  When  he  came  to  this 
township  it  was  in  a wild  state,  the  only  white  man 
to  be  seen  being  an  occasional  hunter.  In  1875, 
he  lost  his  right  leg  from  a wound  inflicted  by  a 
ball  from  a gun  in  the  hands  of  one  John  Bolton. 
He  married  Eliza  J.  Ohesney,  of  Morrison  coun- 
ty, Minnesota,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1875. 
They  have  two  children;  Lethe  M.  and  Alanson. 

Randolph  Holding,  the  founder  of  the  town- 
ship which  bears  his  name,  was  born  in  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  on  the  27tli  of  July,  1844.  He 
removed  with  his  parents,  in  1854,  to  the  state  of 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  until  1861,  when  lie 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  at  Clearwater.  In 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  of  the 
Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he 
served  three  years.  On  his  return  from  the  army, 
in  1865,  he  visted  his  old  home  in  Michigan,  re- 
maining eight  months,  then  came  west  and  until 
1868,  was  engaged  in  freighting  on  the  Red  River 
road  from  St.  Cloud  to  Red  River.  In  May,  1868, 
ho  first  visited  this,  then  a wild  region,  and  lo- 
cated on  section  eight  of  what  is  now  Holding 
township,  being  the  first  white  man  to  locate  in 
the  town.  He  has  five  hundred  acres  of  choice 
farming  land,  including  the  only  prairie  in  this 
section,  of  which  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  are  in  a good  state  of  cultivation.  The  rapid 
development  of  the  township  is  largely  due  to  his 
untiring  energy.  Because  of  this  early  start,  and 
its  peculiar  advantages,  this  town  bids  fair  to  be 
one  of  the  best  agricultural  towns  in  the  State. 
At  the  organization  of  the  town  he  was  elected 
Clerk,  which  olliee  lie  has  tilled  ever  since,  with  the 
exception  of  one  year.  In  1872,  ho  effected  the 
organization  of  school  district  number  ninety -three, 
and  the  same  year  was  instrumental  in  establish- 
ing a Fost-ollice,  of  which  he  has  been  the  Post- 
master ever  since.  In  1878,  he  platted  a town 
site  which  also  bears  his  name.  He  has  been  No- 
tary Public  fop  the  last  six  years,  the  only  one  in 
the  town,  and  was  a membor  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  State  Legislature  in  1872. 
Mr.  Holding  married  Miss  Lavinia  L.  Trask,  of 
Morrison  county,  Minnesota,  on  the  6tli  day  of 
July,  1870.  Their  children  are,  Albert  C.,  Wil- 
liam R.,  and  Adelbert  E. 

Harvey  Morgan,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 


Holding  township,  was  born  in  Letcher  county, 
Kentucky,  on  the  3d  of  'December,  18411.  In 
early  childhood,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Scioto  county,  Ohio.  In  I860,  ho  moved  to  Me  e- 
ker county,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  till  the 
spring  of  1870,  when  he  removed  to  Holding  town, 
taking  a homestead  of  eighty  acres,  to  which  he 
has  recently  added  by  purchasing  eighty  acres, 
and  now  has  one  of  the  best  developed  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  town.  He  served  three  years  in 
the  Union  army.  Married  Miss  Jennie  Adams,  of 
Scioto  county,  Ohio,  in  October,  1861.  They  have 
had  five  children,  Thomas,  Sherman,  Hilda,  Lizzie, 
and  Isam.  His  wife  died  in  March,  1872,  and  in 
October,  1873,  he  married  Miss  Rosie  Watson,  of 
Meeker  county,  who  is  his  present  wife. 

George  W.  Milner  was  born  in  Vermillion 
county,  Illinois,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1855.  Came 
to  Minnesota  in  1866  with  his  parents,  who  settled 
in  Maine  Prairie.  His  father  was  killed  by  high- 
waymen near  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  while  on  a 
visit  to  a brother  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Milner  lo- 
cated on  section  thirty-two,  in  1870,  and  now  re- 
sides there.  He  married  Miss  Martha  Chesney  on 
the  4tli  of  July,  1877.  They  have  two  children, 
Sarah  A.  and  Thomas  W. 


KRAIN. 

Krain  is  situated  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the 
county,  and  adjoins  Holding  on  the  west.  Tt  has 
an  area  of  about  28,800  acres,  of  which  560  are 
under  cultivation.  The  surface  is  chielly  covered 
with  timber,  there  being  a few  sections  of  prairie, 
with  a light  growth  of  brush  in  the  western  part. 
There  are  a number  of  small  lakes,  and  a consid- 
erable acreage  of  swamp  land,  the  latter  being 
covered  with  a good  growth  of  tamarack. 

William  Henry  Hclspor  was,  undoubtedly,  tho 
first  settlor  in  this  town,  lie  is  a native  of  Prus- 
sia, and  settled  on  section  eighteen  in  1868, 
and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  James 
Graham  followed  Mr.  llelsper  the  same  year,  and 
settled  near  him;  he  also  resides  there  still.  James 
Gasperlin  came  the  following  year,  and  settled  on 
section  twenty-eight.  The  population  has  con- 
tinued to  increase,  slowly,  but  steadily,  until  the 
last  census  showed  a population  of  214  persons. 

Krain  was  organized  in  1872,  and  the  iirsfc  offi- 
cers elected  were:  Supervisors,  W.  II.  Helsper, 
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Chairman,  Mathias  Pogatscliuik,  and  John  Muyres; 
Clerk,  Joseph  Gasperlin;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
James  Graham;  and  Assessor,  Ulrich  Sclielesnik. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Joseph  Gasper- 
lin, at  his  residence,  the  term  commencing  on  tiro 
12th  of  January,  1874. 

The  town  is  divided  into  two  school  districts. 
Number  ninety  eight  was  organized  in  1874,  and 
the  school  house  is  located  on  section  thirty-two. 

District  number  one  hundred  and  fourteen  was 
organized  in  the  fall  of  1878,  and  the  first  school 
kept  by  Cyrus  S Brock.  The  building  is  situated 
in  section  twenty. 

There  is  a German  Catholic  church  on  section 
twenty-two.  Father  Bernard  is  Pastor,  visiting 
the  town  once  a month. 

The  report  of  1886  shows  the  following  pro- 
ducts: wheat,  7,232  bushels;  oats,  1,035  bushels; 
corn,  G55  bushels;  rye,  25  bushels;  potatoes,  994 
bushels;  wild  hay,  552  tons;  apples,  5 bushels; 
wool,  199  pounds;  and  butter,  4,920  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

James  Graham  was  born  in  the  year  1844,  in 
Tipperary  county,  Ireland,  where  he  lived  till  seven 
years  of  age,  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Amer- 
ica. Soon  after  reaching  this  country,  the  family 
located  in  Vinton  county,  Ohio,  where  they  re- 
mained for  about  four  years.  Here  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  attended  school  for  a number  of  years. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1857,  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  Monticello,  Wright  county,  and  came  to 
section  eighteen,  Krain  township,  in  1868,  where 
he  still  resides,  and  gives  his  attention  to  farming. 
He  secured  his  land  under  the  homestead  law;  has 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one  half  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  He  is  the  worthy  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  his  part  of  the  town.  Mr.  Graham  was 
married  in  1873,  to  Miss  Katie  Brown,  who  was 
born  in  St.  Paul,  on  the  5th  of  January,  1857. 
They  have  five  children. 

William  Henry  I Ielsper  was  born  on  the  lltli 
of  September,  1824,  in  Alsatia,  Germany.  When 
he  was  about  one  year  old  his  father  died,  after 
which  he  was  taken  to  Nassau,  on  the  Plane  river, 
where  lie  lived  till  fourteen  years  of  age,  then  re- 
turned to  his  native  place,  remaining  about  two 
years,  lip  to  this  period  in  life  he  had  attended 
school  most  of  the  time.  In  1846,  he  entered  the 
army,  serving  seven  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  he  emigrated  to  America,  land- 
ing in  New  York,  in  the  spring  of  1852.  Here  he 
followed  shoemaking  for  some  time,  but  came  to 


St.  Paul  in  1856,  and  engaged  in  the  bakery  bus- 
iness, until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  K, 
of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
soon  after  was  made  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was 
in  several  engagements  with  the  Indians,  and  par. 
ticipated  in  some  of  the  severe  batiks  of  the  lle- 
bellion.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling 
on  the  lltli  of  July,  1865.  Came  to  Stearns 
county,  and  located  at  New  Munich,  where  he 
kept  a hotel  till  1869,  when  he  moved  to  his  farm 
in  section  eighteen,  Krain  township.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1862,  to  Miss  Hannah  O’Donnell,  who  was 
born  in  Ireland.  His  wife  died  February  21st, 
1875.  They  have  had  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living. 


LAKE  GEORGE. 


This  town  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  por- 
tion of  the  county,  and  is  chiefly  a rolling  prairie. 
The  exception  is  in  the  southeast  corner,  around 
Lake  George,  where  several  sections  of  timber  land 
are  found.  It  is  contained  in  township  124  north, 
range  34  west.  The  lake  from  which  the  town  de- 
rives its  name  is  located  in  the  southeast  part;  it 
is  about  two  miles  long,  and  varii  s from  sixty  to 
one  hundred  and  sixty  rods  in  width.  The  soil  of 
the  township  is  a black  loam  with  a clay  sub-soil, 
and  is  very  productive.  Its  area  is  23,040  acres, 
2,719  being  under  cultivation. 

The  honor  of  being  the  first  settler  in  this  town- 
ship  belongs  to  Gerhard  Stalboerger.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  came  to  America  in  J852,  and 
after  remaining  a short  time  in  Iowa,  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 
1856.  John  Felling  followed  the  same  summer 
and  took  a claim  on  section  twenty-four,  where  he 
now  resides.  Others  soon  followed,  but  the  popu- 
lation has  not  increased  as  fast  as  some  of  the 
adjoining  towns;  the  census  of  1881)  showing  but 
185  persons. 

The  territory  now  embraced  in  Lake  George 
township  was  a part  of  Verdale  on  its  organiza- 
tion in  1858.  It  subsequently  became  a part  of 
St.  Martin,  and  later,  of  Spring  Hill;  its  present 
organization  was  oll'octed  in  1877,  and  the  first 
election  held  at  the  house  of  Michael  Collins  on 
section  eleven.  The  first  officers  were:  Supervi- 
sors, Gerhard  Stalboerger,  Chairman,  Mathias 
Schneider,  and  Thomas  Wilson;  Clerk,  Michael 
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Collins;  Treasurer,  Mathias  Weber ; and  Con- 
stable, Peter  Kuiller;  thirteen  votes  were  cast. 

The  first  marriage  in  the  town  was  in  1857,  the 
parties  being  Gerhard  Stalboerger  and  Miss  Anna 
Mayer.  Their  eldest  child  was  the  first  birth  in 
the  town,  in  the  fall  of  1859,  and  was  also  the 
first  death,  the  infant  dying  at  the  age  of  three 
months. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Katie  Mary 
Frank  abont  1868. 

There  is  but  one  school,  district  number  sixty- 
two,  organized  in  1869,  the  school-house  is  situ- 
ated in  section  twenty-four. 

The  jwoducts  of  Lake  George  in  1880  were: 
wheat,  20,838  bushels;  oats,  8,353  bushels;  corn, 
820  bushels;  barley,  754  bushels;  potatoes,  632 
bushels;  wild  hay,  983  tons;  apples,  22  bushels; 
wool,  322  pounds;  and  butter,  7,010  pounds. 


LAKE  HENRY. 

CHAPTER  C . 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  — EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 
GANIZATION   SCHOOLS ItELIOIOUS AGRICUL- 

TURAL STATISTICS — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Lake  Henry  lies  in  the  southwest  part  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  23,000  acres,  of 
which  4,120  aro  under  cultivation,  embracing  the 
whole  of  township  123  north,  range  33  west. 
With  the  exception  of  some  light  timber  along 
the  banks  of  Lake  Henry,  the  town  is  a smooth 
prairie,  somewhat  undulating.  The  soil  is  chiefly 
a rich  black  loam  with  a clay  subsoil.  The  only 
lake  nf  any  importance  is  Lake  Henry,  lying  on 
sections  ten  and  fifteen.  It  is  about  one  and  a 
half  miles  long  with  an  average  width  of  about 
one  quarter  of  a mile. 

The  first  man  to  make  a claim  in  this  town  was 
Xavier  Popping,  a native  of  Prussia.  He  came 
to  this  then  uninhabited  region  in  1855,  and  se- 
lected a home  on  sections  ten  and  eleven,  where 
the  family  still  reside.  Mr.  Topping  died  on  tlio 
22d  of  September,  1872. 

Michael  Kraomer  came  in  1856,  and  settled  near 
the  south  end  of  Lake  Henry,  where  he  still  lives. 
These  are  undoubtedly  the  first  two  settlers. 

The  population,  for  a number  of  yearn,  increased 
very  slowly,  owing  to  the  distance  from  market, 
and  the  open  prairie  country  which  was  objected 


to  by  many  on  account  of  the  frequent  severe 
storms  in  winter.  During  late  years,  however,  the 
railroad  has  been  extended  west  through  the  coun. 
ty,  thus  affording  better  facilities  for  the  ship- 
ment of  grain,  and  the  winter  storms  have  become 
less  frequent  and  severe,  and  as  a result,  the  popu- 
lation is  now  increasing  quite  rapidly,  the  census 
of  1880  showing  346  persons. 

This  town  was  a part  of  Verdale,  and  afterwards, 
of  several  other  towns,  until  1869,  when  its  own 
organization  was  completed. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  residence  of 
Xavier  Popping,  but  the  records  are  not  to  be 
found,  and  consequently  a full  list  of  the  town  olli- 
cials  elected  at  that  meeting  cannot  be  obtained. 
Xavier  Popping  was  the  first  Chairman  of  Super- 
visors, and  Mathias  Gross  was  the  first  Justice  of 
the  Peace  and  Town  Clerk. 

The  town  is  divided  iuto  two  school  districts. 
The  first  school  was  kept  by  Frederick  Rupp  in 
1869.  He  conducted  the  school  about  three  years, 
and  the  scholars  were  gathered  from  every  settled 
portion  of  the  township. 

The  second  district  was  organized  in  1880,  and 
a good  school  building  erected  in  section  twenty- 
seven. 

The  first  organized  district  was  number  twenty- 
four.  The  school  house  was  situated  on  section 
two,  where  it  still  remains. 

Lake  Henry,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
American  families,  is  inhabited  by  Germans,  nearly 
all  of  whom  are  Catholics.  The  first  mass  held  in 
the  town  was  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Popping,  by 
the  well  known  German  missionary,  Father  Pierz, 
in  1855.  There  is  a substantial  frame  church  now 
being  completed  in  section  fourteen. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
the  products  of  Lake  Ilenry  were:  wheat,  51,730 
bushels;  oats,  24,590  bushels;  corn,  2,275  bushels; 
barley,  940  bushels;  potatoes,  2,810  bushels;  wild 
hay,  1,468  tons;  apples,  26  bushels;  wool,  183 
pounds;  and  butter,  13,290  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Walter  Lorin  Gray,  a native  of  Wesley,  Maine, 
was  born  on  the  15th  of  February,  1854.  His 
parents  moved  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  1861, 
where  he  attended  school  for  about  four  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1865,  came  to  Stearns  county,  and 
lived  with  Mr.  John  E.  Hayward  in  St.  Cloud  for  five 
years,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  went  to  work 
in  the  pineries.  He  followed  lumbering  and  log- 
ging until  about  1879,  when  lie  came  to  his  pres- 
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cut-  farm  in  section  twenty-eight,  Lake  Henry  town- 
ship. He  has  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  thirty- 
five  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  the  19th  of  August,  1874,  to  Miss  Ella 
Ady,  who  was  born  at  Elk  River,  Sherburne 
county,  Minnesota.  They  have  three  children. 

Peter  Henry  Schomer,  a native  of  Luxem- 
burg, Holland,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  July,  1849, 
where  he  lived  and  attended  school  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  Mr.  Seliomer  is 
a graduate  of  Luxemburg  College,  both  of  the 
collegiate  and  commercial  departments.  He  grad- 
uated in  18GG,  going  the  same  year  to  a college  at 
Bristol,  England,  from  which  institution  he  gradu- 
ated as  a Professor  of  Languages.  In  1808,  lie 
came  to  America,  finding  his  way  to  Dakota 
county,  Minnesota,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  that  and  Ramsey  counties  for  the  next 
six  years.  He  came  to  Stearns  county  in  1874, 
and  with  the  exception  of  one  year’s  absence  in 
the  South,  has  taught  school  here  ever  since.  Dur- 
ing his  southern  trip,  his  family  suffered  from 
that  dreadful  disease,  Yellow  Fever,  at  Chatta- 
nooga, Tennessee.  Mr.  Schomer  is  now  teaching 
school  in  District  twenty-four,  Lake  Henry  town- 
ship. Ho  was  married  in  187G,  to  Miss  Katie 
Fuchs,  who  was  born  in  Stearns  county,  in  1854. 
They  have  been  blessed  with  four  children. 


LE  SAUK. 

CHAPTER  CL 

GENERAL  DESORII’TION  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  — 

ORGANIZATION  SCHOOLS  MANl'EACTUltlNG 

AG  R lOU  I, TO  UAL  STATISTICS  IIIOUItAl'II  IOAL. 

Le  Sauk  is  situated  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  county,  having  the  Mississippi  river  for  its 
eastern  boundary,  and  lying  between  Brockway 
and  St.  Cloud  townships. 

T1  in  surface  is  undulating,  and  generally  cov- 
ered with  timber  and  light  brush. 

There  is  a small  prairie  in  the  south  part  con- 
taining about  two  thousand  acres,  and  also  a small 
one  in  the  northeast. 

The  Watab  river  crosses  the  town  in  an  easterly 
direction  a little  south  of  the  center,  and  fur- 
nishes some  good  meadow  and  grazing  land.  The 
Sauk  river  crosses  the  extreme  southeastern  part, 
in  a northerly  direction. 


The  area  of  Le  Sauk  is  about  12,1G0  acres,  of 
which  2,366  are  under  cultivation. 

Following  the  Indian  traders  already  mentioned 
in  this  work,  was  Philip  Beaupre,  now  a resident 
of  Sauk  Rapids,  who  made  the  first  claim  with  a 
view  to  improvement,  us  early  as  1850.  He  did 
not  remain  long,  however,  and  in  fact,  lived  at 
Sauk  Rapids  a great  portion  of  the  time  until 
1852,  when  he  went  to  Pembina,  but  returned  in 
1855,  and  lived  on  his  old  claim  four  years.  In 
1855,  Samuel  Cox  Johnston  settled  on  section  five, 
and  still  resides  there.  William  Connell,  Adam 
Langer,  Joseph  B.  Sartell,  and  others,  settled  here 
in  1856,  and  the  three  former  have  occupied  the 
old  homesteads  ever  since.  The  population  in  1880 
avus  293. 

The  territory  comprising  Le  Sauk  avus  formerly 
embraced  in  the  toAvnshij^s  of  BrockAvay  and  St. 
Cloud,  but  separately  organized  in  18G0,  and  the 
first  election  held  at  the  house  of  Harvey  Sawyer, 
on  the  1st  of  October.  The  first  oilicials  elected 
were:  Supervisors,  Harvey  SaAvyer,  Chairman, 
Joseph  B.  Sartell,  and  Joel  Bailey;  Clerk,  Joel 
Bailey;  Treasurer,  Appleton  Webb;  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  S.  Putnam  and  Philip  Beaupre.  Joel 
Bailey  avus  also  elected  School  Superintendent  of 
the  township,  in  accordance  Avith  the  school  system 
of  that  day. 

The  first  school  taught  Avas  by  Elbert  Hodgden, 
in  the  government  blacksmith  shop  at  the  Winne- 
bago Agency,  but  the  exact  date  cannot  bo  ob- 
tained. The  town  is  uoav  divided  into  four  school 
districts,  in  three  of  Avhieli  the  regular  terms  are 
kept,  but  no  school  has  been  held  in  the  other  for 
several  years. 

Lo  Sauk  contains  two  (louring  mills,  one  saw 
mill,  one  cheese  factory,  and  one  cooper  shop. 

The  (louring  mill  situated  on  the  Sauk  river, 
near  its  junction  Avith  the  Mississippi,  and  OAvned 
by  F.  Arnold,  Avas  erected  in  187G,  and  commenced 
running  the  folloAving  season.  It  is  50x60  feet 
and  four  stories  high;  contains  seven  run  of  stones, 
and  has  a capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  bar- 
rels per  day.  Twelve  men  are  employed  in  and 
about  the  mill. 

The  other  mills  are  on  the  Watab  river,  and  are 
not  steadily  operated. 

The  cheese  factory  is  on  the  stock  farm  of  N.  P. 
Clarke.  This  farm  is  knoAvn  as  the  “ Meadow 
LaAvn  Farm,”  and  is  the  finest  stock  farm  in  the 
State;  contains  4,000  acres,  400  bend  of  cattle,  and 
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100  humor),  mu!  in  operated  by  the  owner,  who  re- 
sides in  St.  Oloml. 

Tlio  products  of  Lo  Sunk,  noconling  to  the  agri- 
cultural re])ort  of  1880,  wore:  wheat,  20,963  bush- 
els; oats,  13,583  IhihIioIh;  corn,  7,260  IiuhIioIh; bar- 
ley, 78  bushels;  ryo,  150  bushels;  potatoes,  2,250 
bushels;  beans,  9 bushels;  sugarcane,  45  gallons; 
cultivated  hay,  150  tons;  wild  hay,  1,054  tons;  ap- 
ples, 39  bushels;  tobacco,  5 pounds;  wool,  435 
pounds;  butter,  9,875  pounds;  cheese,  2,160 
pounds;  and  honey,  3,815  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Francis  Arnold  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1821.  He  enjoyed  the  priv- 
ileges of  the  common  school  in  his  native  land. 
In  1850,  came  to  the  United  States,  and  spent  the 
first  year  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  Chicago, 
Illinois.  In  1851,  moved  to  La  Porte,  Indiana, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  the  milling  business. 
Came  to  Minnesota  in  1857,  principally  for  his 
health,  spending  three  years  in  the  western  por- 
tion of  the  State.  In  1860,  he  came  to  Stearns 
county,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  flouring  mill 
of  Hayes  and  Mrs.  Fletcher.  In  the  spring  of  1864, 
he  bought  out  Hayes’  interest,  and  the  following 
year,  a Mr.  Simms  bought  Mrs.  Fletcher’s  interest, 
and  the  firm  was  known  as  Arnold  and  Simms.  In 
1868,  Mr.  Stanton  bought  Mr.  Simms’  inter- 
est, when  the  firm  was  changed  to  Arnold  and 
Stanton.  In  1875,  Mr.  Stanton  withdrew,  since 
which  time  Arnold  has  been  the  sole  proprietor. 
He  married  Miss  Hattie  Koutz,  of  Pennsylvania, 
in  1855.  They  have  six  children  living;  Hattie, 
Gertrude,  Dora,  Francis  J.,  Henry,  and  Sarah. 

Mrs.  Catharine  A.  Cox,  the  widow  of  William 
P.  Cox,  was  born  at  Shippensville,  Clarion  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  25th  of  March,  1830.  She 
obtained  a common  school  education  in  her  youth, 
and  married  W.  P.  Cox,  at  the  ago  of  sixteen. 
Ho  was  born  in  Centre  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  21st  of  February,  1821.  Mr.  Cox  was  a forge- 
man  by  trade.  He  came  with  his  family  to  St. 
Cloud,  Minnesota,  in  1866,  and  soon  after  took  a 
homestead  in  section  twenty-six,  in  the  town  of 
Uroclcway,  where  the  family  lived  from  the  spring 
of  1867  to  the  fall  of  1879,  when  they  moved  to  the 
farm  on  which  they  now  live,  in  the  town  of  Le 
Sauk.  Mr.  Cox  was  in  the  service  of  his  couutry 
nearly  the  entire  period  of  the  war,  and  Ward- 
master  nearly  four  years  of  the  time.  He  died  in 
the  fall  of  1880,  leaving  a family  of  three  chil- 
dren. The  oldest,  a daughter,  is  married  and 


lives  at  Pelican  Rapids,  Otter  Tail  county,  Minne- 
sota; the  second,  a son,  is  in  the  lumbering  busi- 
ness; the  youngest,  William  G.,  is  at  homo 
carrying  on  the  home  farm  and  providing  for  his 
widowed  mother. 

William  Connell  was  born  in  Derry  county, 
Ireland,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1816,  where  he  lived 
till  sixteen  years  of  age,  attending  the  common 
schools.  Then  he  learned  the  baker  business,  and 
followed  it  till  lie  came  to  the  United  States.  He 
landed  in  New  York  in  1833,  came  to  Chicago  in 
1838,  and  thence  to  Fort  Snelling  in  1840.  He 
soon  after  went  to  Galena,  Illinois,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  lead  mines  at  that  place  for  nine 
years.  Then  returned  to  Swan  River,  Minnesota, 
where  he  lived  one  year,  and  after  spending  some 
time  in  other  localities,  settled  at  Sauk  Rapids, 
and  was  Sheriff  of  Benton  county  for  two  years. 
In  October,  1856,  he  came  to  what  is  now  Le 
Sauk  township,  and  selected  his  present  farm  on 
section  thirty-four.  He  is  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  has  held  the  position  four  or  five  terms. 
Soon  after  coming  to  this  country  (in  1835)  Mr. 
Connell  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  and  served 
about  four  months  in  the  Florida  war.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Ann  McCanna,  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1853.  They  have  had  seven  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living.  The  four  oldest  daughters  are 
teaching  school,  and  the  youngest,  a Miss  of  thir- 
teen years,  is  at  home.  The  son  also  resides  with 
his  parents. 

Mathias  Engels  was  born  in  Mycr,  Germany, 
in  the  year  1841.  Came  with  his  parents  to  the 
United  States,  and  located  in  Wisconsin  in  the 
fall  of  1846,  where  he  lived  until  1854,  and  moved 
to  Sauk  Rapids,  where  he  lived  for  one  year,  then 
removed  to  a farm  in  the  town  of  St.  Joseph,  and 
lived  there  till  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he  came  to 
his  present  homo.  His  brother  Peter  enlisted  in 
the  late  civil  war,  in  Company  G,  of  the  Ninth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Bar- 
ret. His  father  died  in  June,  1872,  in  the  town 
of  St.  Joseph.  He  was  married  in  1876,  to  Miss 
Mary  Heisler,  who  was  born  in  Iowa.  They  have 
two  little  girls,  one  four  years  old  and  the  other 
two. 

John  Ferschweiler,  a native  of  Trier,  Ger- 
many, was  born  on  the  28th  of  October,  1843, 
where  he  lived  with  his  parents  till  thirteen  years 
of  age,  when  the  family  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  on  a farm  in  section  twenty-nine,  town  of 
Lo  Sauk.  Here  ho  lived  with  his  father  till  he 
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enlisted  on  tho  17th  of  August,  1864,  at  St.  Cloud, 
iu  Company  (t,  of  the  Eleventh  Minnesota  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  IJe  first  went  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, but  returned  to  Eort  Snelling  on  tho  2!)tli 
of  .Tune,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  on  the  11th 
of  duly  following,  lie  returned  to  this  town  and 
now  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
adjoining  his  father’s  farm,  and  also  a tract  of 
timber  land  containing  eighty  acres,  in  the  town 
of  Brockway.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Catharine 
Iten,  who  was  born  in  Switzerland.  They  have 
five  children,  three  boys  and  two  girls. 

Asa  G.  Hart  was  born  in  Madison  county,  New 
York,  on  the  3d  of  May,  1821,  but  lived  most  of 
the  time  in  Orleans  county  until  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Lenawee  county, 
Michigan,  and  remained  till  185G,  and  then  moved 
to  Cedar  county,  Iowa.  In  18G0,  lie  came  to  St. 
Cloud  township,  Minnesota,  and  in  the  fall  of  18G5, 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  the  town  of  Le  Sauk. 
He  has  eighty  acres  in  section  twenty-eight,  and 
twenty-six  acres  in  section  twenty-seven.  He  has 
a good  farm,  well  adapted  to  grain  raising.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Amy  Foot  in  1841.  She  was 
born  in  New  York.  They  have  three  children. 
The  oldest  son,  Edward,  was  in  the  Union  army 
three  years  during  the  late  civil  war.  He  was  in 
Company  I,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles  at 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  at  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Samuel  Cox  Johnston,  a native  of  Onondaga 
county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  23d  of  March, 
182G.  He  was  raised  on  a farm,  receiving  such 
education  as  the  schools  of  the  locality  afforded, 
and  afterwards  run  on  the  Erie  Canal  during  liis 
minority.  He  then  run  a barge  on  tins  Oswego 
line  and  Hudson  river  until  the  fall  of  1855,  when 
lie  oame  to  Minnesota  and  settled  on  his  present 
farm.  I n August,  18G2,  lie  enlisted  as  a Sergeant 
in  Company  I,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  He  accompanied  General  Sibley 
on  his  expedition  against  the  Indians,  and  in  the 
fall  of  18G3,  was  ordered  south,  spending  the 
winter  in  St.  Louis.  The  summer  of  18G4  was 
spent  with  the  army  in  Kentucky  and  Mississippi, 
where  he  took  part  in  several  engagements,  lie 
was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling  in  August,  1865. 
Mr.  Johnston  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Fatima  M.  Hay,  in  April,  1817.  She  was  born  in 
New  York  State,  where  she  received  an  academical 
education.  Since  Air.  Johnston’s  residence  in 
Le  Sauk,  he  has  been  Chairman  of  Supervisors, 


Justice  of  the  Peace,  Town  Treasurer,  and  held  a 
number  of  other  local  ollices. 

ltoss  Richards  was  born  in  Michigan  on  the 
16th  of  March,  1848.  His  father  moved  to  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  when  Ross  was  only  one  year  old.  The 
subject  of  our  sketch  lived  in  this  place,  enjoying 
common  school  privileges,  till  187G,  when  he  came 
to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  where  he  stayed  for 
one  year,  engaged  in  training  horses.  In  1877, 
he  moved  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he  also  followed 
horse  training  until  the  fall  of  1880,  when  he  ac- 
cepted the  position  of  manager  of  the  stock  farm 
of  N.  P.  Clarke,  located  in  the  town  of  Le  Sauk. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Lydia  Greene  in  187G,  who 
was  born  in  Wisconsin.  Air.  Richards  was  in  the 
late  war,  enlisting  in  January,  18G4,  in  Company 
G,  of  the  Third  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
under  Captain  Giddings.  Was  first  ordered  to 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  at 
Peach  Orchard;  was  in  Sherman’s  “ Alarcli  to  the 
Sea,”  and  mustered  out  of  service  in  July,  18G5,  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky. 

John  Sciiafer  was  born  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1842,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Bavaria,  Germany. 
He  came  with  his  father  to  the  United  States  in 
1851.  After  living  a short  time  in  several  places, 
came  to  his  present  farm,  located  on  section  nine- 
teen, in  Alay,  185G.  Air.  Schafer  never  enjoyed 
any  school  advantages,  but  by  improving  his  leis- 
ure hours  and  long  winter  evenings,  has  acquired 
a fair  knowledge  of  the  English  language  and  a 
large  amount  of  general  information.  He  enlisted 
in  September,  18G2,  in  Company  D,  of  the  First 
Aliunesota  Mounted  Rangers,  under  Captain  Tay- 
lor. He  was  first  ordered  to  Fort  Abercrombie 
and  soon  after  to  Fort  Ripley  on  the  Alississippi 
river;  was  in  the  battle  at  Big  Alound,  and  Buffalo 
Lake,  and  on  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  as 
far  as  Bismarck  on  the  Missouri  river,  then  back  to 
Fort  Snelling  after  a campaign  of  thirteen  months. 
He  was  married  on  the  3d  of  October,  1869,  to 
Aliss  Bertha  Klopfleish,  who  was  born  in  Illinois. 
They  have  two  children. 


LUXEMBURG. 

This  town  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  23,010  acres,  of  which 
1,846  are  under  cultivation. 
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The  surface  of  this  town  is  mostly  covered  with 
brush,  except  where  remored  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. There  is  a considerable  acreage  of  swamp 
land,  and  a number  of  small  lakes.  The  soil  va- 
ries from  a dark  to  a clayey  loam  with  a clay  sub- 
soil. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  Nicholas  Post 
who  came  in  18G1,  and  settled  on  section  sixteen, 
where  he  now  lives.  He  was  followed  during  the 
same  year  by  Paul  Ryezck,  Thomas  Wirtzfeld, 
Cornelius  Lutzen,  Peter  Weiler,  and  John  Schrifels. 
The  settlement  has  not  been  very  rapid,  the  pop- 
ulation in  1880  being  but  299. 

The  town  was  organized  in  18G6,  having  been  a 
part  of  Wakefield  prior  to  that  time. 

The  first  Supervisors  were:  Nicholas  Post,  Chair- 
man, C.  Lutzen,  and  Nicholas  Maurin.  The  Clerk 
was  John  Loesch.  The  town  was  named  by  Mr. 
Post  in  honor  of  his  birthplace  in  Germany. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  18G7.  There  are 
now  three  schools  in  the  township.  There  is  also 
a German  Catholic  church  on  section  two,  erected 
in  1859.  A Post-cilice  was  established  near  the 
church  in  1878;  John  1’.  Schmidt  is  the  Post- 
master. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880,  shows  the  fol- 
lowing product:  wheat,  17,351  bushels;  oats,  G,38G 
bushels;  corn,  1,311  bushels;  potatoes,  1,95G  bush- 
els; wild  hay,  418  tons;  wool,  2G0  pounds;  and 
butter,  2,83G  pounds. 


LYNDEN. 

CHAPTER  OIL 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  EARLY  SETTLEMENT EAR- 

LY WEDDINGS  — ORGANIZATION MILLS  — FATAL 

ACCIDENT RELIGIOUS — SOI  TOOLS — SOCIETIES-  -AG- 
RICULTURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Lynden  is  the  most  southeastern  town  in  the 
county.  It  has  an  area  of  15,3G0  acres,  of  which 
1,830  are  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  is  undulating  and  generally  cov* 
cered  with  a light  growth  of  timber  or  brush,  ex- 
cept where  removed  by  the  hands  of  the  husband- 
man. The  soil  is  mostly  a light  sandy  loam,  but 
quite  productive. 

T.  C.  Porter  and  John  Townsend  made  the  first 
claims  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Lynden,  in  1853. 
Their  claims  were  made  in  sections  twenty  and 


twenty-one,  on  land  now  owned  by  W.  T.  Rigby 
and  G.  B.  Bouson.  Mr.  Porter  sold  his  interest  to 
Townsend,  the  following  year,  for  ten  dollars;  it 
was  subsequently  pre-empted  by  Joseph  and  Peter 
Townsend,  brothers  of  John,  who  had  also  arrived 
in  1853.  Porter  and  the  Townsends  were  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  coming  to  Minnesota 
before  the  Territorial  organization.  Jonathan  anti 
William  Dallas,  natives  of  Indiana,  settled  on  sec- 
tion four,  in  1854;  the  former  is  deceased,  and  the 
latter  resides  in  Washington  Territory.  Abel 
Hent,  wife,  and  four  daughters,  accompanied  by  J. 
W.  Stevenson,  came  from  Ohio,  in  1855,  and  set- 
tled on  sections  nine  and  ten.  Tradition  says,  T. 
C.  Porter  ferried  the  young  ladies  across  the 
Clearwater  river  on  his  back,  and  escorted  them  to 
their  new  home. 

J.  W.  Stevenson  was  married  to  Emma  Hent  in 
the  fall  of  that  year.  Simon  Stevens,  another 
pioneer,  lashed  two  Indian  canoes  together  and 
took  the  wedding  party  across  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  the  ceremony  was  performed  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  stream,  between  sundown  and  dark,  by 
John  II.  Stevenson,  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Sher- 
burne then  Benton  county.  As  soon  as  they 
were  declared  man  and  wife,  a party  of  pioneers 
secreted  in  the  timber  near  by,  fired  a salute  in 
honor  of  the  event. 

Joseph  Townsend  and  Harriet  Ball  were  mar- 
ried in  October  of  the  same  year,  by  the  same  of- 
ficial and  under  similar  circumstances,  there  being 
no  Clergyman  or  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  town 
at  that  time.  The  first  ceremony  performed  in 
the  town,  was  the  marriage  af  A.  B.  Darling  to 
Jerusha  Ingalls,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1858. 

In  185G,  the  population  was  increased  by  the 
arrival  of  S.  A.  Clifford,  W.  D.  Davis,  Truman  Par- 
clier,  L.  C.  Johnson,  Martin  Johnson,  Stephen 
Oyster,  E.  G.  Mathews,  and  others.  The  popula- 
tion in  1880  had  increased  to  28G  persons. 

The  first  child  born  was  a son  of  Peter  Town- 
send, named  Byron,  in  August,  185G. 

The  first  death  was  J.  W.  Stevenson,  to  whom 
reference  has  just  been  made  as  the  principal  in 
the  first  marriage  ceremony.  Ho  died  on  the  14th 
of  September,  185G. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  J.  Kingsley,  of 
Vermont,  in  the  winter  of  1858-59,  in  a shanty 
which  had  been  erected  for  a groggery.  The  first 
school  house  was  built  in  the  summer  following, 
the  funds  being  raised  by  subscription,  and  Mar- 
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ictta  Vorse  taught  the  first  school  therein.  The 
building  is  now  used  for  a town-hall. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  S.  A. 
Clillbrd,  in  October,  1857,  in  what  was  then  called 
Clearwater  precinct.  S.  A.  Cliil'ord,  Truman  Tar- 
dier, and  Martin  Johnson  wore  judges  of  election, 
and  A.  C.  Powers  and  W.  D.  Davis  were  clerks. 

The  town  was  organized  on  the  15th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1859,  and  the  first  election  held  on  that  day 
at  the  house  of  John  McDonald,  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Abijali  Whitney.  A preliminary 
meeting  had  been  held  in  1858,  and  the  name  of 
Corning  chosen  for  the  new  town,  but  at  the  first 
annual  meeting,  the  name  was  changed  to  “ Lyn- 
don,” though  now  written  “Lynden.” 

The  first  township  officers  were:  Supervisors, 

Seth  Gibbs,  Chairman,  Martin  Johnson,  and  Tru- 
man Parcher;  Clerk,  W.  A.  Sumner;  Constables, 
T.  Heaton  and  F.  H.  Thompson;  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  W.  T.  Pigby  and  John  McDonald;  and 
Assessor,  S.  A.  Clifford. 

There  arc  two  school-houses  in  Lyndon,  and  a 
graded  school  in  Clearwater  village,  a part  of 
which  lies  in  this  township,  and  the  balance  in 
Wright  county. 

There  are  also  three  church  organizations,  sup- 
ported jointly  by  the  citizens  of  Lynden  and 
Clearwater, — Methodist,  Congregational,  and  Cath- 
olic. 

The  first  mill  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  Clear- 
water'river  in  185G,  but  it  was  carried  into  the 
Mississippi  river  by  a Hood  on  the  night  before  it 
was  to  commence  running.  The  timber  was  used 
by  F.  Morrison  the  following  year,  in  the  erection 
of  a steam  saw-mill  which  manufactured  the  first 
lumber  in  the  township,  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
But,  here  wo  have  to  record  a fatal  accident.  As 
the  last  board  fell  from  the  last  log  to  be  sawed 
that  season,  Alvin  Wilkins  was  thrown  upon  the 
saw  and  disemboweled — split  from  neck  to  pelvis 
and  instantlj  killed.  At  this  time  there  was  no 
Clergyman  nearer  than  St.  Cloud,  and  the  funeral 
sermon  was  preached  by  a Mr.  Fowler,  an  avowed 
infidel,  but  who  had  formerly  been  a preacher  of 
the  gospel. 

A flouring  mill  was  built  in  1858,  by  Thomas  C. 
Rogers,  and  another  in  18(10,  by  James  Campbell. 

The  first  gathering  of  any  society  occurred  in 
this  way:  If.  D.  Buxton,  a Freemason,  died,  and 

W.  T.  Rigby  called  together  an  assemby  of 
masons  in  an  emergent  lodge  for  his  burial.  Those 
present  consisted  of,  W.  W.  Webster,  William 


Yorse,  S.  Cliurmard,  Robert  Shaw,  James  Abell, 
and  E.  C.  Parmele. 

In  October,  1858,  a Masonio  Lodge  was  organ- 
ized. The  first  officers  wero:  W.  T.  Rigby,  W.  M. ; 
T.  C.  Rogers,  S.  W.;  J.  M.  Mitchell,  J.  W.;  S. 
Cliurmard,  Treas.,  and  W.  W.  Webster,  Sec.  At 
a meeting  of  the  Lodge,  held  on  the  20th  of  Octo- 
ber, 18GG,  upon  the  suggestion  of  W.  T.  Rigby, 
a committee  was  appointed  to  select  suitable 
grounds  for  a cemetery.  The  committee  reported 
on  the  3d  of  November  following,  and  were  in- 
structed to  file  articles  of  incorporation  for  the 
Lodge,  and  in  its  name  to  purchase  five  and  five- 
sixteenths  acres  of  land  in  section  thirty-four,  and 
to  have  the  same  surveyed  and  platted  for  a burial 
place,  under  the  name  of  Acassia  Cemetery.  This 
was  the  first  ground  dedicated  to  that  purpose  be- 
tween Monticello  and  St.  Cloud. 

Rev.  Levi  Gleason  was  sent  here  by  the  Meth- 
odists about  1858,  and  soon  after,  the  first  relig- 
ious society  was  organized.  The  Episcopal  and 
Congregational  Churches  were  also  organized  about 
the  same  time. 

The  products  of  Lynden,  according  to  the  agri- 
cultural report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  14,858  bush- 
els; oats,  7,259  bushels;  corn,  12,155  bushels;  po- 
tatoes, 3,020  bushels;  beans,  98  bushels;  sugar 
cane,  1,240  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  83  tons;  wild 
hay,  742  tons;  timothy  seed,  1G  bushels;  apples, 
52  bushels;  wool,  92  pounds; butter,  12,990 pounds; 
and  honey,  215  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL, 

Samuel  A.  Clifford,  a native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  born  in  the  year  1814.  The  family  re- 
moved to  Vermont  while  he  was  young.  His 
father  being  a carpenter,  he  learned  the  trade  at 
home,  and  followed  the  business  until  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  in  1855.  He  farmed  one  year  near 
Minneapolis;  then,  in  185G,  removed  to  Lynch  n 
township,  and  took  a homestead  in  section  twenty- 
seven.  He  now  owns  a farm  of  two  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  a considerable  portion  of  which  is  under 
cultivation.  Mr.  Clifford  has  laid  the  office  of 
Supervisor, County  Commissioner,  and  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  for  a number  of  years. 
He  married  Miss  Zernali  Blodgett,  in  the  year 
1838.  The  fruits  of  this  union  are  six  children; 
Franklin  W.,  Carroll  H.,  George  C.,  Hiram,  Laura 
A.,  and  Ella. 

James  Colgrove  was  born  in  Hornellsville, 
Steuben  county,  New  York,  on  the  8th  of  May, 
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1841.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
having  the  advantages  of  a district  school.  Came 
to  Minnesota  in  186G,  and  soon  after,  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  which  is  situated  on  section  thirty- 
four  and  contains  four  hundred  acres.  During  the 
first  seven  years  of  Mr.  Colgrove’s  residence  in 
Lynden,  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  but 
has  since  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  culti- 
vation of  his  farm.  He  has  held  the  oilice  of  Su- 
pervisor  for  eleven  years,  has  been  Town  Clerk  a 
number  of  terms,  and  is  now  President  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Mr.  Colgrove  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  L.  Stearns,  of  Allegany 
county,  New  York,  on  the  3d  of  July,  18G3.  They 
have  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living; 
Mary  L.,  Frances  A.,  and  Pitt  Payson. 

Wilbub  F.  Fisk  was  born  in  Vermont,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1834.  He  lived  in  his  native  place  till 
1857,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  took  a claim 
on  sections  thirty  and  nineteen,  in  the  township  of 
Lynden.  Mr.  Fisk  married  Miss  Sarah  M.  Town- 
send, of  New  York,  in  18G7.  Their  children  are, 
Estella  L.  and  Sarah  E. 

Otis  It.  Heatii  was  born  in  Piscataquis  county, 
Maine,  in  the  year  1827.  He  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  began  working  in 
a saw  mill,  which  business  lie  has  continued  the 
greater  part  of  his  life.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1857,  and  located  north  of  Minneapolis,  on  Elk 
river,  where  ho  conducted  a saw  mill  for  seven 
years.  He  then  removed  to  Sauk  Centre,  where 
he  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  for  thirteen  years, 
coming  to  this  township  in  1877.  His  farm  and 
home  is  on  section  thirty-four.  Mr.  Heath  was 
married  in  185G,  to  Miss  Agnes  P.  Stevens,  of 
Maine,  who  died  in  August,  18G9,  leaving  four 
children;  Miriam  P.,  (Icorgiana  C.,  Agnes  P.,  and 
Laura  A.  His  present  wife  was  Mrs.  Emma  A. 
Slattery,  to  whom  he  was  married  on  the  20tli  of 
October,  1870. 

Daniel  D.  Milleb  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  the 
year  1843.  He  lived  on  a farm  during  boyhood. 
While  quite  young,  the . family  moved  to  Iowa, 
engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  18G8,  ho 
came  to  Fair  Haven,  Stearns  county,  worked  in  a 
brick  yard  for  one  year,  then,  in  18G9,  came  to 
Lynden  township  and  took  a homestead  on  sec- 
tion twenty,  where  hestill  resides  in  the  enjoyment 
of  a comfortable  home.  lie  married  Miss  Harriet 
Dansonin  April,  18(19.  They  have  six  children; 
Ernest  O.,  Carrie  A.,  Lea  N.,  Ella  C.,  Eddie  E.,  and 
William  B. 


Tbtjman  Pabcheb  is  a native  of  Vermont,  born 
on  the  7th  of  April,  1811.  Was  employed  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  till  about  thirty  y,  ars  of  age, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  wheelwright  and  car- 
penter business  for  seven  or  eight  years,  then 
for  about  seven  years,  built  railroad  bridges 
in  different  parts  of  the  country,  east  and 
west.  He  came  to  Minneapolis  in  1855,  and 
worked  about  two  y<  ars  at  the  carpenter  business, 
then  removed  to  Lynden  township  and  took  a claim 
on  sections  twenty-eight  and  thirty-three,  buying 
enough  land  to  make  him  a farm  of  two  liundrt  d 
acres,  where  he  lives,  enjoying  the  quiet  of  his 
country  home.  He  married  Miss  Jennette  B.  Per- 
kins in  1838.  They  had  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living;  Frank  M.,  Wilmot,  and  Wilford, 
the  last  two  being  twins.  His  wife  died  on  the 
lGtli  of  September,  1849.  He  married  his  second 
wife  on  the  7th  of  October,  1852.  They  have  had 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living;  Lilia,  Ola, 
Robert  M.,  and  Charles  A. 

Luke  H.  Stokes  was  born  in  England  in  the 
year  1818.  Came  to  the  United  States  in  1849, 
stopping  in  Westchester  county,  New  York,  where 
he  was  employed  at  the  wagon  making  and  car- 
penter business  until  18G5,  when  he  removed  to 
Minnesota,  and  located  in  Lynden  township.  Mr. 
Stokes  took  a claim  in  section  twenty,  making  a 
pleasant  homo  for  himself  and  family.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  Wielding,  in  184(1.  They  have 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living; 
George  W.,  Mattie,  and  Samuel. 

Alvin  Townsend,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  June,  1821.  His  early  years 
were  spent  on  a farm,  after  which  he  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  and  followed  that  business  till  lie 
came  west,  in  1855.  Mr.  Townst  ml  took  a claim 
in  Lynden  township,  in  sections  twenty-seven  and 
twenty-eight,  soon  after  arriving  in  the  State,  and 
still  lives  on  the  old  homestead.  He  is  among  the 
early  settlers  of  the  town.  He  married  Miss  Har- 
riet Patrick,  in  184G.  They  have  had  five  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living;  Sarah  M.  and 
David  L. 

Georoe  E.  Wabneb,  a native  of  Lower  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  15th  of  November,  182G.  Ho  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  followed  that  occupation 
and  lumbering  until  1853,  when  he  removed  to 
Vermont.  In  1855,  removed  to  Clearwater,  Min- 
nesota, and  in  1857,  settled  on  sections  nineteen 
and  twenty,  in  the  town  of  Linden,  and  is  slill  liv- 
ing on  the  same  farm.  Has  been  a member  of  the 
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board  of  Supervisors  for  eight  years,  and  Chair- 
man for  the  last  two  years.  Has  been  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  School 
Board  for  a number  of  years.  He  married  Sarah 
A.  Wilcox,  of  Canada,  on  the  18th  of  January, 
1848.  They  have  had  two  children,  one  of  whom 
is  living;  Edward  G. 


MAINE  PRAIRIE. 


CHAPTER  CUT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  — EARLY  SETTLEMENT  — IN- 
DIAN RATTLE FIRST  THINGS ORGANIZATION 

SCHOOLS RELIGIOUS AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Maine  Prairie  lies  in  the  southeast  portion  of 
the  county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  40,000  acres, 
of  which  G,706  are  under  cultivation.  The  popu- 
lation in  1880  was  1,105.  The  western  and  south- 
ern portions  of  the  town  are  undulating,  and  in 
some  places  quite  broken,  and  mostly  covered  with 
timber  and  brush.  The  balance  of  the  town  is  a 
gently  rolling  prairie.  The  soil  is  a dark,  sandy 
loam  with  a clay  subsoil.  This  town  is  dotted 
with  numerous  lakes,  the  principal  of  which  is 
Pearl  Lake,  lying  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town- 
ship, and  having  an  area  of  about  700  acres.  On 
the  northeast  shore  of  this  lake,  there  is  a beautiful 
park,  laid  out  by  the  Lake  Park  Association,  of 
St.  Cloud,  and  a very  desirable  spot  for  picnics, 
and  other  summer  gatherings. 

The  first  man  to  settle  in  what  is  now  Maine 
Prairie,  was  Albert  Staples,  who  made  a claim  in 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  town,  on  section  six,  in 
1850.  He  was  followed,  in  April  of  the  same  year, 
by  Hereuhs  Dam,  who  made  a claim  in  section 
seven,  not  far  from  Mr.  Staples,  and  built  a log 
house,  the  first  in  the  town.  Mr.  Dam  now  resides 
in  St,  Cloud.  He  was  born  in  Maine,  in  the  year 
1800,  and  resided  in  Maine  Prairie  about  seven 
years.  Rev.  Alvin  Messer,  Dudley  Smith,  Martin 
Greely,  Fry  M.  Kimball,  and  many  others,  came 
during  the  summer  of  1850,  nearly  all  natives  of 
Maine,  and  settled  in  the  northeast  portion  of  the 
town. 

In  the  summer  of  1855,  a party  of  men  from 
Massachusetts  in  search  of  western  homes,  passed 
through  this  locality,  and  being  impressed  with  its 
beauty,  named  it  Paradise,  and  at  once  set  out  for 


their  families,  but  on  their  return  were  unable  to 
find  the  place,  and  located  at  Mannannah,  Mi  eker 
county.  One  of  the  number  visited  Mr.  Greely’s 
house,  on  the  bank  of  Pearl  Lake,  several  years 
later,  and  at  once  r<  cognized  their  Paradise,  which 
was  now  lost  to  the  discoverers. 

Indian  Fight. — Maine  Prairie  was  the  scene  of 
some  Indian  blood  spilling  in  the  spring  of  1859. 
A party  of  twelve  Sioux  had  been  over  to  the 
Chippewa  country,  and  returning,  brought  with 
them  a dead  body  of  one  of  the  Chippewa 
braves  whom  they  had  killed.  On  arriving  in  this 
locality,  they  cut  the  body  in  pieces  and  burned  it 
in  the  door  yard  of  one  of  the  settlers,  and  after- 
wards began  pilfering  from  the  whites.  This  de- 
lay gave  a band  of  Chippeways  who  were  in  pur- 
suit, an  opportunity  to  get  in  advance  of  the 
Sioux,  which  they  did,  and  lay  in  ambush  near  the 
path  till  they  came  along,  when  a well  directed 
volley  killed  nine  and  wounded  two,  one  escaping 
unhurt  and  making  his  way  to  the  reservation. 
One  of  the  wounded  died  on  section  twenty-six 
where  the  battle  took  place,  and  the  other  was 
taken  away  by  his  friends  a few  days  later. 

General  Mention. — The  first  school  in  the 
township  was  taught  by  Mrs.  Alonzo  Spaulding 
at  their  residence  in  the  summer  of  1857.  The 
first  district  school  was  also  taught  in  a dwelling 
house  in  1859,  but  a log  school  house  was  built 
on  section  ten  the  same  year.  This  was  number 
twenty-eight.  The  next  district  organized  was 
number  thirty,  and  the  school  house  placed  on  sec- 
tion twenty -three. 

Alvin  Messer,  a Baptist  minister,  held  the  first 
service  here  in  1850.  The  following  year,  the 
Methodists  sent  Levi  Gleason  to  preach  occasion- 
ally, and  that  denomination  has  maintained  an  or- 
ganization ever  since.  They  erected  a church  on 
section  thirteen  in  1873. 

The  Baptist  denomination  also  have  a church, 
on  section  twelve,  erected  in  1879. 

The  first  Post-ollice  was  established  in  1858, 
with  Orlin  Farwell  as  Postmaster.  I).  B.  Stanley 
is  the  present  incumbent. 

A Post-ollice  was  established  at  Kimball’s  Prai- 
rie in, Lino,  1807,  but  discontinued  in  1870. 

The  first  birth  was  a daughter  of  Dudley 
French,  named  Hattie,  in  February,  1857. 

The  parties  to  the  first  marriage  were  Joseph 
Mitchell  and  Sarah  Greeley,  in  1858. 

The  first  to  cross  the  dark  river  was  George 
Snyder,  in  1857. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


David  B.  Stanley  opened  the  first  store  in  1867. 

J.  Fanvell  built  a cheese  factory  on  section  thir- 
teen in  1876,  but  after  operating  it  three  years, 
sold  to  N.  I’.  Clarke  V Co.,  who  run  it.  ono  year. 
It  now  stands  idle. 

During  the  Sioux  outbreak  of  1862,  a fort,  or 
stockade,  was  built  on  section  thirteen,  in  which 
the  settlers  gathered  for  safety,  some  remaining 
eight  or  ten  weeks. 

Moses  Ireland  surveyed  and  platted  a town  on 
section  seven,  in  1856,  and  called  it  Marysville. 

Another,  named  Yarmouth,  was  also  laid  out  by 
Mr.  Cutter,  on  sections  three  and  ten,  in  1858,  but 
neither  rose  above  the  common  dignity  of  paper 
towns. 

Maine  Prairie  was  organized  in  1858,  find  the 
first  election  held  at  the  house  of  John  Fanvell  on 
the  27th  of  May.  This  locality  was  formerly 
known  as  Marysville,  but  one  of  the  first  resolu- 
tions passed  at  this  election  was  the  adoption  of 
the  present  name.  A large  area  was  then  included 
within  its  boundaries,  but  it  has  been  gradually 
reduced  to  the  present  limits. 

The  first  officers  were : Supervisors,  G.  W.  Cut- 

ter, Chairman,  Daniel  Spaulding,  and  Thomas  Part- 
ridge; Clerk,  Martin  Greely ; Assessor,  II.  Staples; 
Assistant  Assessors,  J.  K.  Noyes  and  T.  N.  Berlin; 
Constables,  A.  B.  Greeley  and  W.  II.  Day;  Justi- 
ces of  the  Peace,  Orlin  Fanvell  and  William  Gay- 
lord; Collector,  H.  P.  Bennett,  and  Overseer  of  the 
Poor,  O.  S.  Sen  ter. 

The  products  of  Maine  Prairie,  according  to  the 
agricultural  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  69,681 
bushels;  oats,  52,266  bushels;  corn,  12,531  bush- 
els; barley,  290  bushels;  rye,  278  bushels;  buck- 
wheat, 2 bushels;  potatoes,  7,529  bushels;  beans, 
98  bushels;  sugar  cane,  4,338  gallons;  cultivated 
hay,  246  tons;  wild  hay,  946  tons;  apples,  484 
bushels;  grapes,  100  pounds;  tobacco,  214  pounds; 
wool,  1,938  pounds;  butter,  27,920  pounds;  cheese, 
10,919  pounds,  and  honey,  742  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Solomon  F.  Brow  n,  a native  of  Douglas  county, 
Massachusetts,  was  born  in  the  year  1817.  lie  was 
brought  up  by  his  father  as  a mechanic,  and  lived 
in  tho  State  until  1852,  when  he  went  to  California, 
remaining  three  years.  While  there,  he  studied 
medicine,  attending  lectures  and  acting  as  Span- 
ish interpreter.  In  1855,  he  returned  to  his  na- 
tive place,  and  in  1857,  moved  to  St.  Cloud,  Min- 
nesota, and  the  following  year,  to  Maine  Prairie, 
pre-empting  a farm  on  section  nine,  where  he  lived 


until  1861.  Then  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry  as  a private,  but  was  pro- 
moted from  time  to  time,  and  when  discharged, 
was  First  Lieutenant,  and  in  command  of  his  com- 
pany. lie  was  discharged  on  account  of  wounds 
received  at  Vicksburg;  was  in  seven  battles.  Af- 
ter he  was  discharged,  practiced  medicine  one  year 
in  Memphis,  Tennessee,  then  returned  to  Maine 
Prairie  in  1865.  lie  was  the  first  practicing  phy- 
sician in  the  town,  and  is  now  located  on  section 
eighteen  where  lie  carries  on  a farm.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  K.  Pierce,  on  the  16th  of  March,  184U. 
They  have  one  son;  Solomon  F. 

Martin  Greely  was  born  in  Waldo  county, 
Maine,  in  the  year  1814.  Grew  up  on  a farm,  en- 
joying the  advantages  of  common  schools.  In 
early  life  lie  engaged  in  mercantile  business  in  his 
native  State.  In  the  fall  of  1856,  came  to  Mar- 
quette, on  the  Fox  river,  Wisconsin,  and  remained 
until  the  summer  of  1855,  when  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, locating  on  section  ten,  Maine  Prairie  town- 
ship. He  was  the  first  settler  in  this  part  of 
Maine  Prairie.  Mrs.  Greely  was  in  the  town  six 
months  before  any  other  white  woman.  Among 
the  incidents  of  pioneer  life,  she  tells  of  an  occa- 
sion, in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Greely,  when  a dusky 
face  attempted  to  enter  her  house  contrary  to  her 
desire,  when  by  the  skillful  use  of  a pitchfork  she 
compelled  him  to  obey  her  mandate,  and  depart. 
Mr.  Greely  was  the  first  Town  Clerk  of  Maine 
Prairie.  Has  since  been  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Supervisor,  County  Commissioner,  and  was  one 
term  in  the  State  Legislature.  In  1846,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Cordelia  Ford,  of  Portland,  Maine. 
Seven  children  are  the  fruits  of  this  union,  three 
of  whom  are  living;  Martin  F.,  Mary  F.,  wife  of 
W.  F.  Street,  of  St.  Cloud,  and  Edward  W. 

Fry  M.  Kimball,  a native  of  Essex  county, 
Massachusetts,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1824.  He  worked  in  a paper  mill  in  Essex 
county  till  1856,  when  he  moved  west  and  located 
in  Maine  Prairie  on  section  twenty-four.  After 
some  time  he  made  a change,  and  now  resides  on 
a farm  in  section  thirteen.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  and  took  an  active  part  in  town  inter- 
ests. He  married  Ellen  Adley,  of  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1848.  They  have 
two  children;  Ellen  M.  and  Alice  A. 

Michael  L.  Patten  was  born  in  Cherryfield, 
Washington  county,  Maine,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
1805.  Tn  early  life,  he  learned  the  wool  carding 
business,  which  he  followed  until  1836.  From 
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that  time  till  1858,  lie  was  farming  and  lumbering, 
with  the  exception  of  seven  years,  which  he  spent 
in  California,  engaged  in  the  mines  and  lumber- 
ing. In  1858,  came  to  Fair  Haven  and  remained 
two  years,  then  in  18C0,  removed  to  Maine  Prairie, 
locating  on  section  two.  Mrs.  Patton  was  the  only 
white  woman  in  that  neighborhood  for  a number 
of  years.  From  the  establishing  of  the  Post-office 
in  1807,  till  its  discontinuance  in  1870,  Mr.  Patton 
was  Postmaster.  He  was  Treasurer  of  school  dis- 
trict number  eighty  from  its  organization  till  1877. 
He  married  Miss  Amelia  Bonney,  on  the  19th  of 
December,  1839.  They  have  had  six  children,  but 
one  of  whom  is  living;  Peres  P.,  residing  at  home* 
David  B.  Stanley  is  a native  of  the  state  of 
Maine,  and  was  born  on  the  23d  of  February,  1845. 
In  1858,  the  family  came  to  Maine  Prairie,  where 
David  attended  common  schools.  After  becoming 
a man,  attended  school  one  year  at  St.  Cloud, 
thence  to  the  business  college  of  Bryant  & Strat- 
ton, of  St.  Paul,  where  he  graduated  in  18G6. 
After  completing  his  studies,  was  clerk  in  a fur 
store  in  St.  Paul  for  one  year,  then  came  to  Maine 
Prairie,  in  18(17,  and  engaged  in  a general  mer- 
chandise trade  which  he  continues  till  this  time. 
He  has  been  Postmaster  for  the  last  thirteen  years, 
and  has  served  several  terms  as  a member  of  the 
school  board.  He  is  the  present  Town  Clerk  and 
Notary  Public,  and  was  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature  in  1878.  He  married  Miss  Emma  G. 
Allen,  daughter  of  Barney  Allen,  one  of  the  early 
settlers.  Their  children  are,  Gracie  A.,  Ida  M., 
Milton  P.,  Katie  A.,  and  Henry  M.  Mary  E.  died 
in  infancy. 


MELROSE. 

CHAPTER  CIV. 

DESOltirTIVE — EAltLY  SETTLEMENT — ORGANIZATION 
—AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS—  MELROSE  VILLAGE 
SCHOOLS  — CHURCHES  — SOCIETIES — MANUFAC- 
TURING— -RIOGR  Aril  1C  AL. 

Melrose  is  situated  in  the  northeast  part  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  26,880  acres,  of  which 
990  are  under  cultivation. 

The  population,  according  to  the  last  census, 
was  611. 

The  Sauk  river  enters  the  town  at  the  south- 
west corner,  and  flows  in  an  easterly  direction, 

28 


leaving  the  town  near  the  southeast  comer.  This 
part  is  mostly  a level  prairie,  having  a light  sandy 
soil.  The  Adley  Branch  runs  in  a southeasterly 
direction  through  the  eastern  part  of  the  town, 
and  forms  a junction  with  the  Sauk  river  on  sec- 
tion thirty-six.  Aside  from  the  strip  of  prairie 
above  mentioned,  the  surface  is  covered  with  tim- 
ber and  brush  of  the  varieties  peculiar  to  the  lo- 
cality. 

The  first  four  settlers  in  Melrose  were,  Moses 
W.  Adley  and  his  brother  Warren  M.,  and  the 
brothers  Robert  and  E.  C.  Wheeler,  all  natives  of 
Maine.  Moses  W.  Adley  arrived  at  this  place  on 
the  10th  of  January,  1856,  but  did  not  settle 
until  the  following  year,  when  he  took  a claim  on 
section  thirty -four  which  included  the  greater 
portion  of  the  present  village  of  Melrose.  War- 
ren M.  Adley  made  a claim  a few  months  later  on 
section  thirty-three.  E.  G.  Wheeler  settled  near 
the  others  the  same  year,  and  Robert  Wheeler 
took  a claim  on  section  thirty-four  in  1859.  He 
still  resides  there,  the  only  one  of  the  four  pio- 
neers now  living  in  the  town.  Moses  W.  Adley 
resides  in  Getty  township. 

Melrose  township  was  organized  in  1866,  and 
the  first  election  held  on  the  22d  of  January. 
The  first  records  are  very  incomplete,  and  a full 
list  of  the  first  officers  cannot  be  obtained.  The 
Supervisors  were:  W.  Chambers,  Chairman,  Chas. 
W.  Taylor,  and  Charles  G.  Lamb;  and  Clerk,  Au- 
gustus Lindberg. 

The  agricultural  report  for  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  9,645  bushels; oats,  4,746 
corn,  1,920  bushels;  rye,  294  bushels;  potatoes, 
1,251  bushels;  beans,  9 bushels;  sugar-cane,  50 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  63  tons;  wild  hay,  795 
tons;  apples,  24  bushels;  tobacco,  35  pounds;  wool, 
625  pounds;  butter,  16,400  pounds;  cheese,  50 
pounds;  and  honey,  150  pounds. 

MELROSE  VILLAGE. 

This  village  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  Ed- 
win and  W.  H.  Clark  in  1872.  Two  additions 
have  since  been  made,  Ayer  & Clark’s  addition  in 
1873,  and  Clark’s  addition  in  1874.  This  was  the 
terminus  of  the  branch  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific, 
now  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  Rail- 
road, from  1871  to  1878,  when  the  branch  was 
pushed  through  to  form  a junction  with  the  main 
lino  at  Barnesville. 

Edwin  and  W.  H.  Clark  opened  the  first  store 
in  1868,  in  a board  shanty  which  was  erected  as  a 
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temporary  convenience  pending  the  completion  of 
their  new  Htore  building,  which  was  occupied  the 
same  fall.  This  latter  building  has  been  used  as 
a residence  for  a number  of  years,  having  been 
supplanted  by  a large  mercantile  establishment 
conducted  by  Edwin  Clark. 

The  first  hotel  was  opened  in  18G9,  by  Joseph 
Moritz,  who  still  conducts  a hostelry  on  the 
premises. 

The  first  school  in  the  village  was  taught  by 
Alfred  Townsend  in  18(18,  in  the  old  school  house 
recently  removed  to  give  place  to  the  large  new 
building  in  process  of  construction.  This  build- 
ing is  38x58  feet,  and  two  stories  high,  containing 
four  large  and  convenient  class  rooms.  It  is  built 
of  wood,  and  brick  veneered,  resting  on  a granite 
foundation,  and  is  surmounted  by  a lofty  belfry 
which  gives  to  the  building  quite  an  imposing 
appearance.  This  has  been  a graded  school  for  a 
number  of  years,  with  two  departments,  having 
fifty-three  scholars  enrolled  in  each  department 
during  the  last  term.  The  district  is  number  forty- 
eight,  and  includes  a portion  of  Grove  township. 

According  to  an  act  approved  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1881,  the  village  of  Melrose  was  incorporated,  and 
the  first  election  held  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  of 
April  following.  The  first  officers  were:  Presi- 
dent, J.  H.  Edelbrock;  Councilmen,  Edwin  Clark, 
A.  A.  AVhitney,  G.  Richter,  and  J.  Moritz;  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Recorder,  Eon  13.  McDonald; 
Marshal,  Abram  Lent;  and  Street  Commissioner, 
W.  B.  Whitney. 

RELIGIOUS. 

St.  Boniface  Catholic  Church,  O.  S.  B. — This 
congregation  was  organized  in  1879,  by  Father 
Paul  Rettenmaier,  with  a membership  of  thirteen 
families.  A neat  frame  church  was  begun  soon 
after,  and  vigorously  pushed  forward  to  completion. 
It  is  30x50  feet  and  has  a seating  capacity  of  ouo 
hundred  and  fifty  persons.  Father  Rettenmaier 
remained  two  years  and  was  succeeded  by  the 
present  priest,  Father  P.  M.  Leuthard.  The  pres- 
ent membership  consists  of  about  forty  families. 

St.  Patrick’s  Catholic  Church. — The  first 
priests  who  visited  this  place,  held  mass  in  the 
houses  of  William  Chambers  and  Samuel  Brown, 
but  the  date  cannot  lie  ascertained.  The  first 
priest  who  made  regular  visits  was  Rev.  Augustin 
Burns.  The  present  church  was  built  in  1872,  by 
Father  Burns,  and  dedicated  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Ab- 
bot Seidenbusli,  now  Bishop  of  this  Diocese,  in 
1873.  Father  Burns’  sueccssors  have  been,  Revs. 


Wolfgang  Northmann,  Beauregard,  Antony  Ivap- 
ser,  Paul  Rettenmaier,  Norbert  Hofbauer,  and  the 
present  incumbent,  Clement  V.  Gamache.  When 
this  church  was  organized  there  were  but  four  or 
five  families,  now  there  are  over  forty  families  en- 
circled within  its  fold.  A parish  house  for  the 
priest  has  also  just  been  completed. 

Protestant  Episcopal  Church. — Services  had 
occasionally  been  held  with  a few  members,  by  a 
minister  from  Sauk  Centre,  but  no  organization 
formed  until  August,  1879,  after  which  some  new 
members  were  added,  under  the  ministration  of 
Rev.  F.  C.  Hudson,  of  Sauk  Centre.  During  the 
summer  of  1880,  a handsome  little  church  was 
erected.  Weekly  services  are  held  by  the  Rev.  E. 
C.  Lindsley,  of  Sauk  Centre,  and  the  membership 
has  been  somewhat  increased. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church. — The  first  class 
was  formed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  McCumber  in  18G8, 
having  but  live  members,  and  was  under  the  Sauk 
Centre  charge.  The  present  church  building  was 
commenced  in  1876,  under  the  supervision  of  Rev. 
L.  Wright.  At  the  conference  of  1875),  this  was 
made  a separate  charge,  to  which  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Perkins  was  appointed.  Ho  -died  while  located 
here,  and  the  charge  is  now  supplied  by  Rev.  A. 
W.  Cummings,  of  Sauk  Centre. 

SOCIETIES. 

Melrose  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  No.  145. — 
This  lodge  was  instituted  on  the  l ltli  of  Febru- 
ary, 1881,  with  fourteen  members,  who  had  fitted 
up  an  elegant  hall  for  the  purpose.  S.  R.  Foot  is 
Worshipful  Master  and  Don  B.  McDonald,  Secre- 
tary. Regular  meetings  are  held  on  the  first  and 
third  Wednesday  of  each  month. 

Melrose  Lodge,  I.  O.  of  G.  T.,  No.  100. — This  in- 
stitution was  organized  on  the  15th  of  May,  187(5, 
with  thirty  charter  members,  which  has  been  in- 
creased to  about  sixty.  The  regular  meetings  are 
held  every  Saturday  night. 

Newspaper. —Don  B.  McDonald  began  the 
publication  of  the  “ Melrose  Record,”  the  first 
number  appearing  on  the  22d  of  June,  1877.  The 
first  volume  was  a seven  column  folio,  but  the  year 
following,  it  was  increased  to  a six  column  quarto. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1880,  the  paper  was  sold 
to  James  I.  Hendry x,  who  continued  its  publica- 
tion until  the  1st  of  November,  when  it  was  con- 
solidated with  the  “Sauk  Centre  Herald." 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1881,  Mr.  McDonald  & 
Son  again  started  the  “ Melrose  Record”  at  Mel- 
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rose,  and  still  continue  the  publication.  It  is  now 
a five  column  quarto,  and  in  politics  is  Independent 
Republican. 

MILLING. 

Melrose  Flouring  Mill.  In  1K(!7,  Edwin 
and  W.  H.  Clark  bought  a tract  of  land  including 
the  water  power  on  the  Sauk  river  at  this  point. 
They  at  once  began  the  construction  of  a flouring 
mill,  which  was  completed  the  same  fall  and  is  still 
in  operation.  The  mill  is  40x80  feet,  and  three 
stories  high.  When  first  started  it  contained  but 
two  run  of  stones,  which  has  been  increased  to  five 
run  for  Hour  and  one  run  for  feed.  The  capacity 
is  now  one  hundred  barrels  per  day. 

In  1808,  this  firm  also  built  a saw  mill  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  but  discontinued  it  after 
a few  years,  and  sold  the  machinery. 

Edwin  Clark  purchased  the  entire  manufactur- 
ing and  commercial  interests  of  W.  H.  Clark,  in 
Melrose,  in  1878,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone. 

Elevator. — Pillsbury  & Hulbert,  of  Minnea- 
polis, erected  an  elevator  here  in  187!).  It  is  oper- 
ated by  steam  power  and  has  a warehouse  attached. 
The  elevator  is  2(5x30  feet,  and  the  warehouse, 
40x50  feet,  with  a storage  capacity  of  30,000 
bushels.  For  the  year  ending  on  the  1st  of  July, 
1880,  00,000  bushels  of  grain  had  been  transferred. 

Recapitulation. — Melrose  is  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  villages  in  this  part  of  the  State.  It 
contains  six  general  stores,  three  hotels,  one  news- 
paper, one  drug  store,  one  flouring  mill,  four 
churches  and  one  graded  school,  with  the  usual 
complement  of  carriage  and  blacksmith  shops, 
harness  shops,  meat  market,  furniture  shops,  mil- 
linery, saloons,  billiard  halls,  etc. 

There  are  two  school  houses  in  tho  township 
outside  of  the  village.  Tho  school  house  on  sec- 
tion ten  is  in  district  number  seventy-three. 

The  building  on  section  thirty-two  is  in  district 
forty-one,  part  of  which  lies  in  Melrose,  and  part 
in  Grove  townships. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Edwin  Clark,  for  twenty-four  years  a resident 
of  R1 innesola,  and  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
town  site'  of  Melrose,  is  a son  of  the  Rev.  John 
Clark,  a Congregational  clergyman,  and  was  born 
in  Grafton  county,  New  Hampshire,  on  the;  25th 
of  February,  1834.  When  he  was  about  eight 
years  old,  the  family  removed  to  Caledonia  county, 
Vermont,  where  Edwin  learned  the  trade  of  printer, 


and  also  taught  school  for  several  terms.  In  1854, 
the  family  returned  to  Grafton  county,  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  accompanying  them,  but  after 
a year’s  stay,  he  came  to  Boston,  and  spent  the 
next  two  years  in  a printing  and  lithographing 
establishment.  In  1857,  he  came  to  >St.  Anthony, 
Minnesota,  and  in  company  with  W.  A.  Crollut, 
commenced  the  publication  of  the  “ Minnesota 
Republican” — weekly — and  “The  Falls  Evening 
News  ’’--daily.  This  was  the  first  daily  newspaper 
published  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Minneapolis. 
At  the  end  of  two  years  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved. Uriah  Thomas  succeeded  Mr.  Crollut  as 
partner,  and  the  new  firm  continued  the  business 
until  18(53,  when  the  olliee  was  sold  to  W.  S.  King, 
of  Minneapolis.  About  this  time  Mr.  Clark  was 
appointed  to  a clerkship  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, at  Washington,  and  filled  tho  position 
during  the  session  of  the  thirty-eighth  congress. 
In  April,  18(55,  lie  was  appointed  Indian  Agent  for 
the  Chippewa  Indians  of  Minnesota  and  Dakota; 
the  commission  being  signed  by  President  Lincoln, 
but  two  days  before  his  assassination.  He  was 
then  located  at  the  old  Chippewa  Agency,  near 
Crow  Wing,  but  at  tho  end  of  two  years  he  was 
politically  decapitated  with  many  others,  by  Pres- 
ident Johnson.  While  stationed  at  the  latter  place, 
he  built  the  Leech  Lake  Agency,  now  known  as 
White  Earth.  In  1807,  he  came  to  Melrose,  and 
in  company  with  his  cousin,  W.  H.  Clark,  pur- 
chased the  town  site,  improved  the  water-power, 
built  mills,  opened  stores,  etc.,  and  is  yet  one  of 
the  most  active  business  men  in  this  section  of 
country.  Since  coming  to  Melrose  he  has  not 
taken  a prominent  part  in  politics,  but  exerts  a 
weighty  influence  in  the  direction  of  sound  local 
government.  Mr.  Clark  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  F.  Rowe,  daughter  of  Morrison 
and  Sally  13.  Rowe,  of  Belknap  county,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  1st  of  January,  18(50,  the  mar- 
riage taking  place  at  St.  Anthony.  Of  six  chil- 
dren born  to.  them,  but  three  are  living;  Everett, 
Mabelle,  and  Walter. 

B.  F.  Burrill  is  a son  of  Bela  Burrill,  a man 
of  considerable  prominence,  whose  birth  and 
death  took  place  at  China,  Maine,  where  the  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  was  also  born  in  183(5.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  at  the  public  school 
and  Academy  in  his  native  town.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  went  to  live  with  his  brother-in- 
law  at  Chelsea,  Massachusetts,  where  he  remained 
four  years.  In  the  fall  of  1857,  he  came  to  St. 
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Anthony,  Minnesota,  where  he  resided  until  Au- 
gust, 1802,  and  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three  years;  he  was 
engaged  in  the  defense  of  the  frontier  against  the 
Indians,  but  afterwards  wont  south  with  the  regi- 
ment. Since  his  return  from  the  war,  lie  has  fol- 
lowed the  cooper  business.  In  December,  1878, 
he  came  to  Melrose  and  has  since  had  the  man- 
agement of  Mr.  Clark’s  cooper  shops. 

J.  E.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  a native  of  Brooklyn, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  25tli  of  June,  1852, 
but  moved  when  quite  young,  with  his  parents,  to 
Aurora,  Illinois,  where  his  early  education  was  ob- 
tained. In  1869,  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  with  Dr.  Brigham,  of  Aurora,  and  after- 
wards attended  several  courses  of  lectures  at  Phil- 
adelphia, and  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan.  After  com- 
pleting his  studies,  he  practiced  for  a time  at 
Sycamore,  Iowa,  but  in  1875,  removed  to  Melrose 
where  he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

N.  M.  Freeman  was  born  in  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  in  May,  1839.  When  but  three 
years  old,  his  father  died,  and  he  afterwards  lived 
with  his  grandfather.  In  1859,  he  came  west  and 
located  at  Paynesville,  Stearns  county,  and  the 
spring  following,  went  with  thousands  of  others 
to  Pike’s  Peak,  but  returned  to  Minnesota  the 
same  fall.  He  then  engaged  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness at  Richmond,  but  was  burned  out  in  1863, 
losing  his  entire  stock.  Mr.  Freeman  then  visited 
his  native  State,  and  while  there,  enlisted  in  the 
Thirty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry 
and  served  three  years.  After  his  return,  he  took 
a course  at  the  Poughkeepsie  Commercial  College, 
Now  York,  and  in  1868,  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
became  a partner  in  the  Freeman  and  Warner 
Transportation  Company,  which  did  a large  busi- 
ness for  the  Government  at  that  time.  In  1872, 
he  dissolved  his  connection  with  the  company  aud 
moved  to  Melrose,  where  he  lived  on  a farm  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  then  engaged  as  book- 
keeper in  Mr.  Clark's  store  for  a time,  but  in  1878 
opened  a Drug  store  in  Melrose,  which  he  still 
prosperously  continues. 

George  L.  Guinnell,  a native  of  Broome 
county,  New  York,  was  born  in  February,  1827. 
His  father  was  a farmer,  and  George  resided  on 
the  old  homestead  until  1850,  when  he  went  to 
California  and  was  engaged  in  mining  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  In  1860,  he  returned  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  following  year,  enlisted  in  the 


Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry  and 
served  during  the  war;  was  severely  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  The  Wilderness.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  he  settled  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided 
two  and  a half  years  and  then  came  to  his  pres- 
ent home  in  Melrose;  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  most  of  the  time  during  his  residence 
here.  Mr.  Grinnell  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  1863,  to  Miss  Eliza  Thompson. 

D.  Guein  was  born  in  Belgium,  in  1857.  In 
1875,  he  came  to  America,  and  settled  in  St.  Cloud 
the  same  year.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  he  began 
to  learn  the  trade  of  harness-maker,  in  which  bus- 
iness he  has  continued  most  of  the  time  since. 
In  the  spring  of  1878,  he  opened  a harness  shop 
at  Sauk  Rapids,  but  not  being  satisfied  with  the 
location,  he  removed  to  Melrose  in  October,  1879, 
and  has  since  done  a thriving  business.  Mr. 
Grein  was  married  on  the  11th  of  March,  1880,  to 
Miss  B.  Folz,  of  St.  Cloud. 

M.  Gau,  son  of  Joseph  Gau,  a physician  in 
the  old  country,  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Rhine,  Prussia,  in  August,  1824.  In  1843,  he 
came  to  America,  and  resided  in  Wisconsin  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Mexican  war,  when  lie  en- 
listed in  the  United  States  army  and  served  nine 
months.  Several  years  were  then  spent  in  travel- 
ing through  different  portions  of  America,  but  at 
length  he  settled  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
mained five  years,  during  which  time  he  studied 
medicine  with  Drs.  Brown  and  Davis.  lie  came 
to  Minnesota  in  1857,  residing  at  Stillwater  and 
Belle  Plaine  until  1860,  when  lie  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  after  residing  there  seven  years  he  re- 
moved to  a farm  in  Spring  Hill  township,  where 
he  tilled  the  soil  and  practiced  medicine.  In 
1873,  ho  came  to  Mel  rose,  where  he  has  since  given 
his  whole  attention  to  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession. 

Rev.  C.  V.  Gamaciie,  Pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s 
Church,  Melsose,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
Canada,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1852.  His  first 
studies  were  prosecuted  in  the  Seminary  of  Que- 
bec, until  1868,  when  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  with  his  parents  in  South  Bend, 
Indiana,  where  his  studies  were  continued  at  the 
University  of  Notre  Dame.  He  was  then  en- 
gaged in  teaching  from  1873  to  1877,  after  which 
he  entered  the  Grand  Seminary  of  Bourbonnais, 
Illinois,  and  took  a course  of  Philosophy  and 
Theology.  Coming  thence  to  the  Vicariate  of 
Northern  Minnesota,  he  completed  his  Theoligi- 
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cal  studios  at  St.  John’s  College,  in  Stearns  county, 
and  was  ordained  I’riest  by  Bishop  Seidonlmsh, 
in  the  church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  in 
St.  Cloud,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1H80,  and 
was  appointed  to  his  present  charge  on  the  ‘25th 
of  December  of  the  same  year.  Father  Camacho 
also  has  charge  of  St.  Benedict’s  Cnurcli,  in  lloo- 
ney’s  settlement,  consisting  of  about  thirty  families. 

Rev.  P.  M.  Leuthaud,  Pastor  of  St.  Boniface 
Church,  was  born  in  the  Canton  of  Argau,  Swit- 
zerland, on  the  3d  of  March,  1849.  llo  came  to 
America  in  1800,  and  soon  after  entered  St.  John’s 
College,  in  Steam’s  county,  in  preparation  for  the 
priesthood,  receiving  his  ordination  in  September, 
1874.  He  held  a professorship  in  the  college  one 
year,  and  was  afterwards  Assistant  Pastor  at  the 
Assumption  Church,  St.  Paul,  for  three  years. 
He  was  then  located  at  Prairie  du  Cliien  one  year 
and  a half,  and  in  the  fall  of  1880,  was  placed  in 
charge  of  the  Sauk  Centre  and  Melrose  congrega- 
tions, with  his  residence  at  the  latter  place. 

Ciiakles  D.  Lamb,  a native  of  Wrightstown, 
Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  September,  1837.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  remained  in  that 
State  until  1800,  when  ho  moved  to  his  present 
farm,  which  has  since  been  the  family  residence. 
On  the  1 1th  of  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  of  the  Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Murfreesboro’,  and  on  being 
exchanged,  was  ordered  north;  served  through  the 
Sioux  campaign,  and  was  wounded  at  the  battle 
of  Wood  Lake.  Mr.  Lamb  was  Assessor  for 
twelve  years,  besides  filling  other  important  local 
other  s.  In  1876,  he  represented  his  district  in  the 
State  Legislature,  and  discharged  his  duties  cred- 
itably to  himself  and  constituency.  Ho  was  Post- 
master for  three  years  at  the  now  discontinued 
Post-olliee  of  “ Longliill.”  Mr.  Lamb  has  prac- 
ticed surveying  to  some  extent  since  residing  in 
this  county. 

Don  B.  McDonald,  Editor  and  Proprietor  of 
the  “Melrose  Record,”  dates  his  birth  at  Peter- 
borough, province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the 
18t,h  of  April,  1835.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Iowa, 
where  he  resided  six  years,  and  thence  to  Acton, 
Meeker  county,  Minnesota,  and  remained  upwards 
of  a year.  He  then  visited  Iowa  and  Canada,  re- 
turning to  Minnesota  inl866,  and  settling  on  a farm 
about  eight  miles  southeast  of  Melrose.  In  1869, 
he  removed  to  Melrose,  where  ho  has  been  actively 
engaged  in  business  ever  since.  He  was  Post- 


master from  1870  to  1880,  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  eight  consecutive  years,  and  is  now  No- 
tary Public.  With  the  exception  of  a few  months, 
ho  has  published  the  “Melrose  Record”  since 
June,  1877. 

Volney  C.  Mead  was  born  in  New  Lisbon,  Ju- 
neau county,  Wisconsin,  in  April,  1857.  He  fol- 
lowed the  ordinary  routine  of  boy’s  life  in  his 
locality, — attending  school  and  working  on  his 
father’s  farm.  In  1877,  he  took  a course  at  the 
Davenport  Business  College,  at  the  conclusion  of 
which,  he  came  to  Rock  county,  Minnesota,  and 
remained  till  his  removal  to  Melrose,  in  July,  1879. 
Since  that  time  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of  Pills- 
bury  and  Hulbert,  having  the  management  of 
their  elevator  at  this  point. 

Omek  Mokehouse  dates  his  birth  in  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1837.  He  came 
west  in  1854,  traveling  through  southern  Minne- 
sota and  northern  Illinois,  and  returning  to  Tioga 
county,  Pennsylvania,  the  same  year.  He  was 
married  in  the  latter  county,  when  but  nineteen 
years  of  age,  to  Miss  Sarah  Lonsbry.  He  soon 
after  removed  to  Johnstown,  Wisconsin,  and  thence 
to  La  Porte,  Indiana,  and  after  several  other  changes 
of  residence,  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  of  the  One  hundred  and  first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  wounded 
at  Yorktown,  for  which  cause  he  was  discharged 
from  the  service.  After  returning  from  the  South 
he  resided  at  difleront  periods,  in  Cass  county, 
and  Muskingum,  Michigan,  and  in  Faribault, 
Brown,  and  Todd  counties,  Minnesota.  Then  trav- 
eled through  Kansas,  Nebraska,  and  Iowa,  return- 
ing to  Todd  county,  where  he  resided  until  his 
settlement  in  Melrose  township  a few  years  since. 

Petek  Pallansch,  a native  of  Belgium,  was 
born  in  June,  1819.  In  1868,  he  came  to  Amer- 
ica and  settled  at  Fredena,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
learned  the  miller’s  trade.  After  a few  years,  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  had  charge  of  the  flouring 
mill  at  Cold  Spring  City,  Steams  county.  In 
1874,  he  came  to  Melrose  and  has  ever  since  had 
the  management  of  the  Melrose  Flouring  Mill. 
Mr.  Pallansch  was  married  in  1873,  to  Miss  S. 
Heintz,  of  Kandiyohi  county,  Minnesota. 

Gerhard  Richter  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Rhine,  Prussia,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1843.  When 
quite  young,  he  went  to  Oberstgegen,  where  he 
served  a three  years  apprenticeship  to  the  black- 
smith trade,  after  which  ho  traveled  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  still  working  at  his  trade  in  dif- 
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IVrtmt  cities  of  I’russia.  In  18(15,  Ini  diuno  to 
America,  arriving  at  St.  Cloud  in  December  of  tlio 
same  year,  but  only  remained  a abort  time,  going 
to  Clearwater,  Wright  county.  In  18GG,  he  re- 
moved to  Richmond,  SteaniH  county,  where  he  re- 
mained six  yearn;  at  that  place  ami  Clearwater  he 
was  blacksmith  for  the  “ Minnesota  Stage  Com- 
pany.” On  the  17th  of  January,  1872,  he  came 
to  Melrose,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  wagons,  and  general  blacksmith- 
ing;  lie  is  also  engaged  in  the  sale  of  farm  ma- 
chinery. Mr.  Richter  was  married,  in  July,  18G8, 
to  Miss  M.  Grunn,  of  St.  Cloud. 

A.  A.  Whitney  was  born  in  Oswego  county, 
New  York,  in  August,  184G.  When  but  fifteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the 
Eighty-first  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  about  four  years  and  four  months,  without 
a day’s  sickness  or  an  hour’s  absence  from  duty. 
After  his  return,  he  attended  the  Commercial  Col- 
lege at  Oswego,  New  York,  and  afterwards  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  pursuits  at  the  latter  city  for 
two  years.  In  1871,  he  came  to  Melrose,  taught 
school  the  first  winter,  and  has  since,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  year’s  absence  on  the  plains,  had 
the  management  of  Clark  & McClure’s  lumber 
business  at  this  point.  Mr.  Whitney  has  held  a 
number  of  important  local  olfices,  the  duties  of 
which  he  has  discharged  with  much  ability. 

W.  B.  Wiiitney,  a native  of  Oswego  county, 
New  York,  was  born  in  July,  1838.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
attending  school  a portion  of  the  time;  and  was 
afterwards  employed  on  a neighboring  farm  for 
three  years.  He  then  took  a trip  through  Illinois, 
Iowa,  and  Wisconsin,  but  soon  returned  home  and 
enlisted  in  the  First  New  York  Light  Artillery, 
Company  G,  in  which  he  served  three  years  and 
twenty  days,  taking  an  active  part  in  twenty-two 
engagements.  After  the  war,  he  remained  in  New 
York  State  about  two  years.  Coming  to  Stearns 
county  in  18G7,  he  located  about  six  miles  north- 
east of  Melrose,  where  he  remained  until  1873, 
and  removed  to  Melrose,  which  has  since  been  his 
residence. 

John  Whtte,  a native  of  the  province  of  Rhine, 
Prussia,  was  born  in  1810.  Ilis  early  life  was 
spent  on  a farm,  and  later,  engaged  in  the  butcher 
business.  He  served  two  years  and  nine  months 
in  the  Prussian  army,  stationed  at  Berlin.  In 
18G2,  he  left  the  army  and  came  to  America;  was 
n the  employ  of  the  Government  at  FortRidgoly 


for  a time,  and  afterwards  sp  nl  a number  of  years 
on  the  western  plains.  In  1870,  lie  came  to  Ht. 
Cloud  and  purchased  a farm  on  which  he  made 
some  improvements,  but  two  years  later,  removed 
to  Melrose  and  engaged  in  the  purchase  of  live 
stock  and  produce,  which  ho  marketed  at  Fort 
Garry  and  other  points  in  the  Northwest.  He  has 
also  conducted  a meat  market  the  greater  portion 
of  the  time  since  coming  to  the  village.  Mr. 
Wette’s  wife  was  Miss  T.  Nouboum,  of  Trear, 
Prussia;  they  were  married  in  St.  Cloud. 

O.  L>.  Webb  dates  his  birth  in  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  in.  July,  1821.  When  eighteen  years 
old,  he  left  home  and  went  to  work  in  a flouring 
mill  where  he  remained  two  years.  He  then  went 
to  Plainsfield,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  during 
a severe  illness,  and  after  his  recovery,  went  to 
Chicago  and  was  clerk  in  a store  one  year.  Then 
took  a trip  through  the  Northwest,  visited  the 
East  and  again  returned  to  Plainsfield,  where  he 
built  and  run  a flouring  mill,  and  resided  at  differ- 
ent places  in  Illinois  until  1855.  At  the  latter 
date,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  at  Sauk 
Rapids,  where  he  built  a saw  mill  to  which  was 
afterwards  added  a flouring  mill;  from  this  time 
until  1878,  Mr.  Webb  built  and  operated  flouring 
mills  at  Fair  Haven  and  Paynesville,  in  Minne- 
sota, and  Clifton,  Wisconsin.  In  1878,  lie  removed 
his  family  to  his  present  residence,  near  Melrose. 
Mr.  Webb  was  married  on  the  fourth  of  April, 
1847,  to  Miss  Esther  Northup,  of  Lewis  county, 
New  York. 

A.  E.  Wiiittemobe  was  born  in  Merrimac 
county,  New  Hampshire,  in  April,  1832.  When 
eleven  years  old,  lie  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Bureau  county,  Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  the  death  of  the  latter, 
after  which  he  commenced  improving  a farm  of 
his  own  which  he  had  previously  bought.  In 
18G4,  he  started  with  a team  for  Minnesota,  arriv- 
ing in  Sauk  Centre  the  same  season;  he  remained 
there  all  winter,  and  the  following  spring,  opened 
a farm  on  which  ho  has  since  resided.  Mr.  Wliittc- 
more’s  wife  was  Miss  Sarah  Norton,  with  whom  lie 
was  united  in  marriage,  in  1857. 

William  H.  West,  a native  of  Jersey  county, 
Illinois,  was  born  on  the  lltli  of  August,  1854. 
At  the  age  of  two  years,  he  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Prescott,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year’s  absence,  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  1875,  he  took  a trip 
through  the  Southern  States,  and  after  his  return, 
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rented  a farm  for  one  year,  after  which  he  was 
employed  by  Dalrymple  in  opening  his  immense 
farm  near  Fargo.  He  was  then  employed  on  his 
father’s  farm  for  a year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1877 
commenced  learning  the  miller’s  trade  at  Hudson 
Wisconsin.  In  April,  1879,  he  came  to  Melrose, 
and  has  since  been  employed  in  the  Melrose 
Flouring  Mill.  Mr.  West  was  married  on  the  23d 
of  December,  1879,  to  Miss  Emma  Webb,  a daugh- 
ter of  O.  D.  and  Esther  Webb,  of  Melrose. 


MILLWOOD. 


CHAPTER  CV. 

general  description — early  settlement — oit- 

CiAN IZATION SCHOOLS  - AGRICULTURAL  STATIS- 
TICS  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Millwood  lies  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county, 
adjoining  Melrose  on  the  east.  Its  area  is  about 
20,500  acres,  of  which  872  are  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  is  generally  covered  with  timber, 
except  a few  thousand  acres  of  prairie  in  the  east- 
ern part.  The  soil  is  a dark  loam  with  a clay  sub- 
soil. There  are  a large  number  of  lakes  in  this 
town,  principal  among  which  are,  Birch  Bark  Fort 
Lake,  King’s,  Cedar,  Swamp,  and  Long  lakes. 

The  first  settler  in  Millwood  was  William  Arm- 
strong, a native  of  Canada,  who  settled  on  section 
ten  in  1800;  he  moved  away  after  five  or  six  years. 
Thomas  Hanigan  settled  on  section  fourteen  in 
18G8,  and  John  J.  Aliearn,  in  section  twelve  the 
same  year.  These  were  followed  during  the  same 
summer,  by  Edwin  Lovell,  Edward  Graham,  Bar- 
ney Hurthle,  and  others. 

Millwood  was  organized  in  1871,  and  tho  first 
election  held  at  the  residence  of  Henry  Klasen,  in 
section  twenty-two,  on  the  1st  of  May. 

The  first  oilicers  were : Supervisors,  Andrew 

Bartlile,  Chairman,  William  Graham,  and  Henry 
Wheaton;  Clerk,  John  Aliearn;  Assessor,  Barney 
Bartlile;  Treasurer,  John  Butt weiler;  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  George  I.  Oldham  and  James  l)ug- 
gan,  (the  latter  did  not  qualiy.) 

This  town  is  divided  into  three  school  districts. 
The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  in  district 
number  eighty-nine  in  1871  or  1872;  the  school 
building  is  situated  in  section  six. 

District  number  ninety-four  was  organized  in 
1874.  The  school  house  is  in  section  twelve. 


District  number  ninety-five  was  organized  in  1875, 
and  the  school  building  placed  on  section  twenty- 
nine. 

This  town,  although  formerly  hindered  by  many 
disadvantages,  is  now  enjoying  a fair  degree  of 
prosperity.  Tho  population,  according  to  the  last 
census,  was  283. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  show's  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  11,520  bushels;  oats, 
3,709  bushels;  corn,  1,180  bushels;  barley,  157 
bushels;  rye,  32  bushels;  potatoes,  1,540  bushels; 
beans,  4G  bushels;  wild  hay,  588  tons;  apples,  1 
bushel;  wool,  304  pounds;  and  butter,  2,490 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  J.  Aue.arn  was  born  in  Tipperary  coun- 
ty, Ireland,  in  tho  year  1818.  Ho  learned  shoe- 
making when  a young  man,  which  helms  followed 
the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1845,  stopping  first  in  New  York, 
then  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  and  then  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  lived  until  1851.  From  thence  he 
moved  to  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  after  two 
years,  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  lie  followed 
his  trade  until  18G2,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  In- 
fantry. He  was  in  the  service  three  years,  taking 
part  in  several  hard  fought  battles;  and  was 
mustered  out  on  the  11th  of  July,  1865.  Af- 
ter returning  from  the  army,  came  to  Scott 
county,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until  re- 
moving to  his  present  farm,  in  the  year  18G8.  He 
was  married  in  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  Oldham, 
who  was  born  in  Kentucky.  They  have  had  a 
family  of  nine  children;  six  boys  and  three  girls; 
eight  of  whom  are  living. 

Martin  McCauley,  a native  of  Ireland,  was 
born  in  the  year  1831.  He  lived  with  his  parents 
till  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  lie  remained  for  a short  time 
in  the  city  of  New  York,  then  went  fo  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  engaged  in  various  kinds  of  em- 
ployment till  1855,  when  he  moved  to  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  Soon  after  coming  to  the  Northwest, 
he  took  a claim  of  eighty  acres  in  Goodhue  coun- 
ty. He  followed  steamboating  for  some  years, 
and  came  to  his  present  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  in  1 8(58.  His  farm  is  well  adapted  to 
the  growing  of  grain  and  grazing. 

David  M.  McIntyre  was  born  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  where  he  lived  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  He  came  with  his  parents  to  Millwood  town- 
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ship,  in  1872,  liis  father  settling  on  section  thirty- 
four.  After  spending  a few  years  in  Minnesota, 
David  M.  returned  to  his  former  home  in  New 
York,  but  at  the  expiration  of  one  year,  returned 
to  Millwood  and  bought  a farm  in  section  twelve. 
His  farm  is  mostly  in  an  unimproved  Htate,  but 
oilers  a lino  prospect  for  a good  home  in  the  near 
future. 

Cornelius  E.  Walk Eit  was  born  on  the  24th 
of  October,  1858,  near  Marietta,  Washington 
county,  Ohio,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents  un- 
til thirteen  years  of  age,  attending  school  a por- 
tion of  the  time.  Came  with  the  family  to  Mill- 
wood  township  in  1871,  where  he  lived  with  his 
father,  working  on  the  farm.  In  1873,  he  returned 
to  his  former  home  in  Ohio,  and  attended  school 
for  several  years.  After  completing  his  course  of 
study,  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  is  at  present 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm. 

Hiram  N.  Woodward,  a native  of  Ohio,  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  August,  1837.  His  parents 
moved  to  different  places,  and  finally  to  Valpa- 
raiso, Porter  county,  Indiana,  where  he  lived  for 
thirty  years  on  a farm,  lie  was  a soldier  during 
the  civil  war,  enlisting  in  18G3.  Started  for  Pike’s 
Peak  during  the  gold  excitement,  but  was  among 
the  fortunate  ones  that  never  reached  the  scene  of 
disappointment.  He  came  to  his  present  home  in 
section  eleven,  in  October,  1879,  where  he  has 
lived,  giving  his  attention  to  the  improvement  of 
his  farm.  He  was  married  on  the  4th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1802,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Skinner,  who  was 
born  in  Vermont.  They  have  had  a family  of 
seven  children;  five  are  living. 


MUNSON. 


CHAPTER  CVI. 

OKNKRAL  DESCRIPTION  — EARLY  SETTLEMENT  

ORGANIZATION  — VILLAGE  OF  RICHMOND AGRI- 

CULTURAL STATISTICS — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Munson  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which  5,784 
are  under  cultivation.  Tt  embraces  township  123 
north,  range  31  west.  The  surface  is  ehielly  a rol- 
ling prairie,  except  in  the  northeast  and  southwest, 
which  is  covered  with  light  timber  and  brush. 


Sauk  river  enters  the  town  near  the  northwest  cor- 
ner, and  leaves  it  near  the  southeast  corner,  pas- 
sing through  Horseshoe  Lake,  which  is  the  largest 
body  of  water  in  the  town.  There  are  a number 
of  smaller  lakes,  the  largest  of  which  is  1 1 ill’s 
Lake,  lying  about  a mile  west  of  Horseshoe,  and 
in  the  southern  portion  of  the  town. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  was  made  in 
1850.  Herman  Untuning  and  Joseph  Young 
were,  undoubtedly,  the  first  settlers.  They  made 
claims  on  section  twenty-four,  but  now  live  in 
Swift  county.  William  Ruck  also  settled  on  the 
same  section,  about  the  same  time,  but  is  now 
dead.  Henry  Rolfus  made  a claim  on  section 
six,  and  still  resides  in  the  town.  Andrew  Benmel 
settled  on  section  sixteen,  and  John  Snyder,  on 
section  twenty.  The  following  year  was  marked 
by  quite  an  increase  in  the  population,  and  since 
then  the  growth  of  Munson  has  been  steady.  The 
population,  according  to  the  last  census,  was  810. 

This  territory  was  included  in  the  town  of 
Richmond,  which  was  organized  in  1858.  Munson 
was  organized  in  1859.  The  first  records  have 
been  burned,  but  the  following  is  a partial  list  of 
the  lirst  ollicers:  Supervisors,  Reuben  M.  Rich- 

ardson, Chairman,  Andrew  Benmel,  and  William 
Buck;  Clerk,  Henry  Broker;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
II.  Brunning;  Assessor,  B.  Pirz;  and  Constable, 
Samuel  Wakefield. 

Richmond  Village. — In  1855,  Reuben  Rich- 
ardson made  a claim  on  section  twenty-four,  and 
the  following  year,  surveyed  and  platted  Rich- 
mond on  this  claim.  An  addition  was  platted  the 
following  year,  by  Herman  Brunning,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  present  village  stands  on 
this  addition. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  Henry  Broker 
in  1850  or  ’57  and  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  by 
Andrew  Goehring  in  1857.  The  first  church 
(Catholic)  was  built  of  logs  in  1850,  and  the  first 
services  were  held  by  Father  Bruno.  There  are 
now  two  hotels,  two  general  stores,  two  blacksmith 
and  carriage  shops,  one  church,  one  school,  one 
harness  shop,  and  three  saloons. 

The  township  of  Munson  produced,  according 
to  the  last  report:  wheat,  00,719  bushels;  oats, 
47,733  bushels;  corn,  13,100  bushels;  barley,  105 
bushels;  rye,  1,020  bushels;  buckwheat,  80  bush- 
els; potatoes,  4,405  bushels;  wild  hay,  2,170  tons; 
apples,  87  bushels;  tobacco,  275  pounds;  wool, 
3,984  pounds;  butter,  1 1,075  pounds;  cheese,  1,000 
pounds;  and  honey,  570  pounds. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Mathew  A.  Bussen  was  born  in  Germany  in  the 
year  1851.  He  came  to  America  in  1870,  and  after 
remaining  in  St.  Cloud  a short  time,  attended  St. 
John’s  College,  taking  a three  year’s  course.  He 
then  went  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a store  one  year,  going  thence 
to  St.  Louis,  and  was  employed  as  a traveling 
salesman  for  some  time.  In  187G,  he  returned  to 
St.  Cloud,  and  two  years  later,  came  to  Richmond, 
where  he  was  employed  as  book-keeper  in  a store 
until  1880,  when  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile 
business  on  his  own  account.  Mr.  Bussen  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Liser  hi  1877. 
They  have  two  children,  Leonard  and  Anthony. 

John  Ethen  was  born  in  Germany,  in  the  year 
1846,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United 
States  in  1852.  The  family  located  in  Iowa, 
where  John  attended  school  four  years.  After 
school  days  were  past,  he  began  to  cast  about  for 
a propitious  opening  where  he  might  secure  his 
future  livelihood.  Mr.  Ethen  then  came  to  St. 
Wendel,  Stearns  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  a time,  then  moved  to  the 
township  of  Getty  and  farmed  till  1873,  when  he 
removed  to  his  present  location  and  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business.  He  is  now  the  proprietor  of 
the  Central  House.  He  married  Miss  Cecelia 
Spath  in  1867.  They  have  five  children;  Joseph, 
Mary,  Anton  L.,  Henry  B.,  and  Barbara. 

Joseph  Huber,  a native  of  Missouri,  was  born 
on  the  28th  of  August,  1852.  While  a child,  came 
with  his  parents  to  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  where  he 
learned  the  harness-maker’s  trade  which  he  has 
since  followed.  In  1873,  he  sold  out  and  moved 
to  Richmond,  following  the  occupation  of  his  first 
choice.  He  married  Miss  Maggie  Kraemer,  of 
Lake  Henry,  on  the  4th  of  September,  1876. 
They  have  two  children,  Rosa  and  Lucas. 

Jacob  Simonitsoii,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  on  the  9tli  of  October,  1832.  He  came  to 
America  in  1851,  and  after  remaining  one  year  in 
Missouri,  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  was 
engaged  as  traveling  salesmen  for  a wholesale 
house  until  1 862.  Then  came  to  Richmond,  Stearns 
county,  and  opened  a general  store,  which  he  still 
continues.  This  house  was  established  in  1861, 
by  John  Stoekard,  who  conducted  it  alone  one 
year,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  became  his 
partner.  After  three  years  of  successful  opera- 
tion, Mr.  Simonitsch  purchased  his  partner’s  in- 


terest, and  has  since  very  much  increased  his  busi- 
ness under  his  own  management.  He  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Gertrude  Stoekard,  and 
they  have  three  children;  Mary,  Frank,  and  Anna. 

John  Sneioer,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
jvas  born  in  the  year  1825.  He  emigrated  with 
the  family  to  the  United  States  in  1839,  living  in 
Missouri  till  1856.  He  then  came  to  Cold  Spring 
City,  in  the  township  of  Wakefield,  and  engaged 
in  farming  and  blacksmithing  till  1871,  when  he 
came  to  Richmond,  where  he  has  since  conducted 
the  manufacture  of  wagons.  He  married  Miss 
Margaret  Rupp  in  1852.  They  have  five  chil- 
dren; Lizzie,  Margaret,  Theresa,  Andrew,  and 
Catharine. 

William  Wieber,  proprietor  of  the  Richmond 
House,  was  born  in  Germany  in  the  year  1835. 
Came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in 
1842.  He  remained  in  Michigan,  engaged  in 
farming  till  1861,  when  he  went  to  the  copper 
mines  at  Lake  Superior,  where  he  remained  four 
years.  Then  he  came  to  Spring  Hill  and  re- 
mained two  years  engaged  in  farming,  coining 
thence  to  Richmond  where  he  now  resides.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  G.  Pfeffer  in  1859.  Their 
children  are,  Louis,  Theresa,  Mary,  John,  Joseph, 
Carl,  Anna,  Faronica,  and  George  B. 


NORTH  FORK. 


CHAPTER  CYII. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION 

SCHOOLS CHURCHES ACADEMY  — - AGRICULTU- 
RAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  town  lies  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
3,202  are  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  is  ehielly  prairie,  although  small 
groves  and  light  timber  arc  occasionally  found. 
The  soil  varies  from  a sandy  to  a clayey  loam,  the 
latter  being  found  on  the  higher  ground.  The 
North  Fork  of  Crow  river  flows  in  a southeasterly 
direction  through  this  town,  and  is  joined  in  its 
course  by  several  small  creeks.  Along  these 
streams  are  excellent  hay  meadows,  small  marshy 
tracts  are  also  found  throughout  the  entire  area- 
The  first  settlors  were  E.  Paulson  and  Hans 
Peterson,  who  came  in  the  summer  of  1864.  A 
week  later,  John  U.  Anderson  arrived  and  was  the 
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first  to  purchase  land  in  the  town,  lie  died  at  his 
residence  on  section  thirty-four,  in  18G9;  the 
others  still  reside  here. 

The  territory  forming  the  present  town  of  North 
Fork  was  formerly  a part  of  Verdale,  organized  in 
1858.  North  Fork  was  organized  in  18G7,  and 
the  first  ollieers  were:  Supervisors,  Ole  O.  Ruud, 
Chairman,  Ole  Halvorson,  and  Nils  Ilellekson; 
Clerk,  Fmhriek  Knudson;  Assessor,  John  U.  An- 
derson; and  Treasurer,  Nels  Olson. 

The  first  birth  was  Nels  Nelson,  in  18G5. 

The  first  marriage  took  place  in  1870,  the 
parties  being  Gunuf  Evenson  and  Miss  liandi 
Thompson. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  18G8,  by  Edward 
Meagher. 

The  first  preaching  was  by  Rev.  Thomas  John- 
son in  18GG,  at  the  residence  of  Nels  Olson. 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  school  districts, 
with  the  buildings  located  on  sections  eight,  four- 
teen, twenty-six,  and  thirty. 

Norwegian  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

This  congregation  was  formed  in  18G7,  with 
about  forty  members.  A year  or  two  later,  a log 
chapel  was  built  on  section  twenty -two,  which  was 
replaced,  in  1880,  by  a commodious  frame  church, 
ninety  feet  in  length.  The  congregation  now 
numbers  upwrads  of  one  hundred. 

A parish  school  for  imparting  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  for  the  study  of  the  Norwegian  lan- 
guage, is  maintained  about  four  months  in  the  year. 
Two  teachers  are  employed,  and  the  school  is  sup- 
ported by  subscription. 

Grove  Lake  Academy.— This  institution  of 
learning  is  pleasantly  located  a few  rods  east  of 
the  line  dividing  Pope  and  Stearns  counties,  and 
on  the  banks  of  Grove  lake,  a small,  but  beautiful 
sheet  of  water.  This  Academy  was  founded  five 
years  ago  by  the  present  Principal,  1).  J.  Cogan. 
It  is  established  on  a new  system,  entirely  differ- 
ent from  the  ordinary  methods.  There  are  no 
classes,  the  pupils  reciting  alone,  and  in  private 
rooms,  receiving  such  aid  as  their  capacity  and 
proficiency  demand.  It  is  a boys’  school,  and  in- 
tended to  tit  young  men  to  carry  on  successfully 
any  business  in  life. 

Professor  .Cogan  commenced  this  school  as  an 
experiment,  the  result  of  years  of  careful  thought 
on  the  subject,  and  with  a very  small  patronage, 
and  has  succeeded  beyond  his  expectation,  having 
recently  increased  the  capacity  of  the  Academy 
to  accommodate  the  increasing  number  of  pupils. 


Agricultural. — The  agricultural  report  for 
1880,  shows  the  following  products:  wheat,  38,- 
829  bushels:  oats,  1G,G19  bushels;  corn,  1,782 
bushels;  barley,  G70  bushels;  potatoes,  2,184  bush- 
els; wild  hay,  2,090  tons;  apples,  2 bushels; 
wool,  7G0  pounds;  butter,  19,888  pounds;  and 
cheese,  500  pounds. 

rtograpiiioal. 

Thomas  Anderson  was  born  in  Winnebago 
county,  Wisconsin,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1855. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  Minnesota  in  18G3, 
who  located  on  a forty  acre  lot  the  following  year, 
fearing  to  buy  extensively  because  of  anticipated 
trouble  with  the  Indians.  His  father,  John  Ik  An- 
derson, purchased  the  first  land  in  the  town  of 
North  Fork,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers;  he 
died  in  18G9.  The  family  still  remain  on  the  old 
homestead.  One  of  his  sisters  is  the  wife  of  Kit- 
tle Halverson,  living  in  the  neighborhood.  Thomas 
has  lived  here  since  18G4,  with  the  exception  of  a 
year  and  a half  at  Wilmar,  where  lie  was  deputy 
Postmaster  and  agent  of  the  Express  company.  In 
1879,  he  opened  a general  store  on  section  thirty- 
three,  the  only  store  within  a radius  of  ten  miles. 
He  does  a successful  business,  being  also  engaged 
in  the  buying  and  selling  of  stock. 

Professor  Daniel  J.  Cogan  was  born  in  the 
city  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  on  the  28th  of  May,  183G. 
He  was  educated  at  Trinity  University;  after 
which  he  entered  St.  Patrick’s  College  at  Cork, 
Ireland,  where  he  graduated  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years,  and  was  ordained  a priest.  He  then 
became  a professor  in  Colman  College,  county  of 
Cork,  Ireland,  at  which  place  he  remained,  filling 
the  chair  of  an  educator  till  18G0,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States.  After  coming  to  this 
country  he  took  charge  of  St.  Paul’s  Academy  at 
Helena,  Arkansas,  filling  the  position  till  18G7 
when  he  went  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  labored  as 
a Missionary  Priest  in  that  State  and  Illinois  till 
1875,  when  he  came  to  St.  John’s  College  in  this 
county,  aH  Professor  of  English  literature  and  the 
sciences.  During  the  year’s  labor,  he  became  so 
deeply  impressed  with  the  many  deficiencie  s in  flu' 
ordinary  school  room  routine  of  college  study,  and 
seeing  how  dillicult  it  was  for  many  students  in 
classes  to  gain  the  requisite  practical  knowledge 
they  coveted,  that  ho  withdrew  from  the  corps  of 
instructors  in  the  college  and  founded  the  present 
Grove  Luke  Academy.  He  is  a natural  educator, 
and  prefers  the  life  and  duties  of  an  educator,  to 
those  of  a Priest.  It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the 
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good  he  has  already  accomplished  by  this  “new 
departure,”  which  is  destined  to  become  a popular 
system  of  education  at  no  distant  day.  Young 
men  whose  pride  and  timidity  hinder  them  from 
entering  classes,  here  find  the  instruction  they  so 
much  need,  tree  from  the  mortification  and  annoy- 
ance of  class  recitation. 

Kittle  Halverson,  a native  of  Norway,  was 
born  on  the  15th  of  December,  184G.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in  1848,  lo- 
cating near  Whitewater,  Wisconsin.  Prom  thence 
they  removed  to  Lodi,  Wisconsin,  then  to  Winne- 
bago where  his  father  died,  his  mother  having 
died  four  years  prior  to  that  time.  In  November, 
18(i5,  Mr.  Hi  dverson  came  to  Minnesota  and  took 
a soldier’s  claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in 
the  township  of  North  Fork.  This  privilege  was  ob- 
tained for  two  years’  service  rendered  in  Battery  C, 
of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battle  of  Chattanooga,  which  was 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  battles  of  the  war,  owing 
to  the  almost  impregnable  position  held  by  the  Con- 
federate army  upon  a lofty  mountain.  Mr.  Halver- 
son has  held  oflice  in  the  town  since  he  attained 
the  age  of  elective  franchise,  and  is  one  of  the 
most  influential  men  in  the  town,  in  church  and 
town  affairs.  He  married  Miss  Geoline  Anderson, 
daughter  of  the  late  John  U.  Anderson,  on  the 
28tli  of  November,  1870.  They  have  live  children 
living;  Henry  J.,  Nora  A.,  Hannah  J.,  Samuel  A., 
and  Clara  J. 


OAK. 

Oak  township  lies  near  the  center  of  the  county, 
and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which  2,388 
are  under  cultivation. 

This  town  is  mostly  covered  with  timber,  except 
in  the  western  part,  whore  there  are  a few  sections 
of  prairie.  The  soil  is  a rich  dark  loam,  with  a clay 
sub-soil.  A number  of  marshes  are  found  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  township. 

The  first  man  to  make  a claim  within  the  pn  sent 
limits  of  Oak  township,  was  Henry  Over,  who  set- 
tled on  section  thirty-one  about  185(1.  lie  now 
lives  in  Anoka  county.  Henry  Hoppe  was  prob- 
ably the  second  settler,  in  1859.  Alinon  Button 
came  the  same  year  and  settled  on  section  thirty, 
where  he  still  resides. 


Hobart  and  Antony  Rieland  came  to  Stearns 
county  in  185(1,  and  to  this  township  in  1859. 
Antony  Le  Vogt  settled  here  in  18(11,  and  still  re- 
sides in  the  town.  The  growth  in  population  has 
been  steady,  the  census  of  1880  showing  (182 
persons. 

The  little  village  of  New  Munich  is  situated  in 
the  western  part  of  the  township,  and  has  two 
general  stores,  one  blacksmith  shop,  one  brewery, 
a school,  and  a church. 

There  is  also  a little  village  at  Freeport  Station, 
containing  two  general  stores,  one  hotel,  one 
blacksmith  shop,  etc. 

This  town  was  organized  in  18(10,  and  the  first 
election  held  at  the  residence  of  Almon  Sutton. 
The  records  were  not  preserved,  but  the  following 
is  a partial  list  of  the  first  town  officers:  Super- 

visors, Almon  Sutton,  Chairman,  and  John  T.  Pe- 
terson; Mr.  Sutton  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace 
and  Assessor. 

The  town  is  divided  into  four  school  districts, 
with  the  separate  buildings  situated  on  sections 
eighteen,  two,  twenty-three,  and  thirty-three.  The 
first  school  was  kept  by  Miss  Nettie  Sutton  in  18(51. 

There  is  a German  Catholic  church  at  New  Mu- 
nich, and  a parish  school  taught  by  the  Sisters  of 
Charity.  Father  Augustine  has  charge  of  the 
congregation. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  town,  was  Mary 
Over,  in  1858. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Mathias  West 
and  Miss  Sarah  Over. 

The  first  death  was  Herman  Uhlenkott,  whose 
body  was  the  first  to  be  interred  in  New  Munich 
Cemetrry. 

The  products  of  Oak  in  1880  were:  wheat,  25,890 
bushels;  oats,  12,809  bushels;  corn,  3,137  bushels; 
barley,  20  bushels;  potatoes,  2,300  bushels;  wild 
hay,  1,1(15  tons;  wool,  544  pounds;  butter,  14,025 
pounds;  and  cheese,  150  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Antony  Rieland  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the 
28tli  of  October,  1848,  and  lived  in  his  native  land, 
attending  school,  until  fourteen  years  of  ago,  when 
the  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  coining 
to  Stearns  county,  Minnesota.  His  father  located 
on  section  thirty-two,  in  Oak  township,  where  An- 
tony spent  a few  pleasant  years,  and  then  began 
life  for  himself.  He  engaged  in  drawing  freight 
to  different  parts  of  the  country  for  a few  years; 
then  was  employed  by  the  Minnesota  Stage  Com- 
pany for  a time,  after  which  he  drove  stage  for  a 
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while  from  St.  Cloud  to  Fort  Abercrombie.  He 
bought  a farm  in  section  twenty-nine,  in  the  town 
of  Oak,  in  1872,  where  lie  lived  four  years.  In 
the  fall  of  1880,  ho  removed  to  Freeport  Station, 
where  he  erected  a fine,  commodious  frame  build- 
ing, in  which  lie  keeps  a general  store.  In  1802, 
lie  enlisted  in  the  Home  Guards,  and  was  in  the 
service  about  six  months.  His  mother  died  in 
1872,  and  his  father  in  1881.  Mr.  Rieland  was 
married  in  1871,  to  Miss  Barbara  Metzger,  who 
was  bom  in  Bavaria,  Germany.  They  have  four 
children. 

Fuank  Benolken  was  born  in  the  year  1846, 
in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  where  he  lived  with 
his  parents  until  thirteen  years  of  age;  then  began 
to  work  at  the  carpenter  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed about  seven  years,  and  then  spent  about 
one  year  on  a farm,  before  leaving  his  native 
State.  He  came  to  Oak  township  in  January, 
1869,  and  located  on  section  two,  where  he  has 
spent  most  of  his  time  since.  He  was  traveling 
salesman  for  the  St.  Paul  Harvester  Works  for 
about  three  years.  Mr.  Benolken  has  held  various 
town  offices  since  his  residence  in  the  town,  and  is 
now  Justice  of  the  Peace,  which  office  he  has  held 
for  six  years,  and  is  also  Clerk  of  school  district 
number  one  hundred  and  two.  He  was  a soldier 
in  Company  A,  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
He  was  married  in  October,  1867,  to  Miss  Annie 
Molitor,  who  was  born  in  Illinois.  Their  children 
are,  Peter  F.,  Herman,  John,  and  Lizzie. 

William  F.  Olmstead  was  born  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1859,  in  Danbury,  Connecticut,  an  old  rev- 
olutionary town,  which  was  burned  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  He  attended  school  in  his 
native  town  until  1873,  when  the  family  moved  to 
Lynchburg,  Virginia,  but  after  one  year,  removed 
to  Bridgeport,  Connecticut,  where  his  father  worked 
at  his  trade,  that  of  a hatter.  Here  William  F. 
attended  school,  also  a commercial  and  military 
academy,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  a ship- 
ping office.  He  was  also  employed  in  the  shipping 
department  of  Wheeler  & Wilson’s  Sewing  Machine 
Manufactory.  Came,  in  1880,  to  Minnesota,  and 
was  employed  as  a bill  clerk  at  Springfield,  dn 
the  Winona  & St.  Peter  Railroad.  Then  he  went 
to  Anoka,  where  he  was  telegraph  operator  for 
some  time,  and  is  now  employed  as  Agent  at  the 
Freeport  Station. 

Almon  Sutton,  a native  of  Steuben  county,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  February,  1820, 
where  lie  lived  till  1843,  when  hi'  went  to  Wash- 


ington county,  Ohio.  He  learned  the  trade  of 
marble  cutter,  which  he  followed  until  he  came  to 
Minnesota  in  1859,  and  located  on  his  present 
farm.  Ho  enlisted  on  the  19th  of  August,  1862, 
in  Company  G,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry;  went  first  to  Fort  Abercrombie,  then 
south,  until  May,  1864,  when  he  was  mustered  out 
of  service  on  account  of  ill-health.  He  married 
Miss  Martha  J.  Hook  in  March,  1844,  who  was 
born  at  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1822.  They  have  five 
children  living. 


PAYNESVILLE. 

CHAPTER  CVITI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT— STOCK- 
ADE  PAYNESVILLE  VILLAGE— SCHOOLS— CHURCH- 
ES  SOCIETIES — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS-  -BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

Paynesville  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
about  2,900  are  contained  in  Koronis  Lake,  a 
large  body  of  water  lying  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town,  and  extending  into  Meeker  county. 

The  surface  is  undulating,  and  in  the  south 
and  east,  covered  with  timber  and  brush.  The 
northwestern  part  is  rolling  prairie.  The  soil 
varies  from  a light  sandy  to  a dark  loam,  with  a 
clay  sub-soil. 

The  North  Fork  of  Crow  river  enters  the  town 
in  section  eighteen,  and  flows  in  an  easterly  and 
southerly  direction,  entering  Koronis  Lake  in 
section  thirty -five. 

The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1857.  The 
honor  of  making  the  first  claim  in  the  town  be- 
longs to  Edwin  E.  Payne,  who  settled  on  section 
seventeen.  He  was  followed  during  the  same 
summer,  by  George  Lincoln,  who  settled  on  the 
same  section,  W.  P.  Bennett,  who  took  a claim  on 
section  fifteen,  Richard  Porter,  and  Dwight  Twitch- 
ed, the  two  latter  settling  on  section  nine.  T.  C. 
McClure  also  made  a claim  adjoining  the  town 
site,  but  soon  moved  to  St.  Cloud.  The  Post- 
office  was  established  the  same  summer,  and  Mr. 
Payne  appointed  Postmaster.  The  first  child 
born  was  Grace  Lincoln,  daughter  of  George  Inn- 
coin,  in  the  fall  of  1857.  The  first  marriage  wras 
that  of  Olson  S.  Freeman  and  Victoria  Richard- 
son. The  first  death  was  Luther  Brown,  in  185!). 
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During  the  Sioux  outbreak  in  1862,  the  women 
and  children  were  removed  to  Richmond,  and  a 
fort  erected  for  the  protection  of  the  men  who  re- 
mained. The  desire  to  remain,  however,  was  not 
very  great,  and  all  but  nine  men  accompanied 
their  wives  and  children. 

Everything  was  quiet  for  a time,  until  one  night 
when  they  awoke  surprised  to  find  the  Indians 
actually  inside  the  fort.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
state  that  they  evacuated  the  fort  at  once,  and  re- 
treated to  Richmond,  where  they  all  arrived  in 
safety,  with  the  exception  of  John  Boylan,  who 
was  wounded,  though  not  seriously. 

Formerly,  what  is  now  included  in  the  towns  of 
Zion,  Lake  Henry,  Crow  River,  Crow  Lake,  North 
Fork,  Lake  George,  half  of  St.  Martin,  and 
Paynesville,  was  embraced  in  the  town  of  Verdale, 
organized  in  1858.  Paynesville  was  organized  in 
1807,  and  the  first  election  held  at  the  house  of 
John  Phipps,  on  the  23d  of  September,  when 
the  following  ollicers  were  chosen:  Supervisors, 
L.  Elliott,  Chairman,  R.  P.  Gilbert,  and  John  Bai- 
tenger;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  J.  B.  Pease  and  H. 
H.  Randolph;  Town  Clerk,  J.  B.  Pease;  Treas- 
urer, R.  P.  Gilbert;  Constable,  Alfred  Harris; 
Overseers  of  Highways,  A.  Chisholm,  Alfred 
Harris,  and  A.  Wartonburgh.  Twenty -nine  votes 
were  cast. 

The  population,  according  to  the  last  census, 
was  405. 

The  cultivated  acreage  of  Paynesville  is  2,697, 
and  the  agricultural  report  of  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing as  the  products  of  the  township:  wheat,  20,- 
907  bushels;  oats,  10,349  bushels;  corn,  3,375  bush- 
els; rye,  250  bushels;  potatoes,  720  bushels; 
beans,  5 bushels;  sugar-cane,  623  gallons;  culti- 
vated hay,  9 tons;  wild  hay,  869  tons;  timothy 
seed,  30  bushels;  apples,  44  bushels;  wool,  504 
pounds;  butter,  7,050  pounds;  cheese,  6,870 
pounds;  and  honey,  260  pounds. 

VILLAGE. 

The  village  of  Paynesville  was  surveyed  and 
platted  by  Edwin  E.  Payne  in  1857,  and  named 
in  honor  of  the  proprietor.  At  the  land  sale  of 
1880,  the  site  was'  purchased  by  Waite  and  Mc- 
Clure, who  still  own  a considerable  property  there. 
This  is  a thriving  little  town,  situated  on  section 
seventeen  and  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Crow  river. 
It  contains  two  general  stores,  two  blacksmith 
shops,  two  Homing  mills,  one  school,  three 
churches,  etc. 

The  lirst  store  was  opened  by  Waito  & McClure 


in  the  winter  of  1862-63.  The  two  mercantile 
establishments  are  now  kept  by  J.  C.  Haynes  and 
James  Tuttle.  Edward  II.  Bates  settled  here  in 
1861,  and  opened  the  first  blacksmith  shop  soon 
after,  which  he  continues  to  operate. 

The  first  mill  was  commenced  in  1867,  by  Eg- 
bert Ostrander,  who,  before  its  completion,  sold  it 
to  a Mr.  Webb,  and  he  to  Mitchell  and  Caswell. 
The  water-power  was  owned  by  Waite  and  Mc- 
Clure, who  transferred  it  to  the  latter  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  mill.  It  was  removed  to  the  south 
side  of  the  river  in  1875,  and  is  now  owned  by 
John  P.  Appelgreen. 

Crow  River  Mill  was  built  by  Beckley  and  Ferry 
in  1875.  These  mills  have  each  three  run  of 
stones. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Dr.  R.  Hoover 
in  1863.  It  was  kept  in  a log  school-house,  which 
occupied  the  site  of  the  present  school  building 
in  the  village. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  by  the 
Methodists,  in  private  houses  until  the  erection  of 
the  school-house,  and  then  in  that  building  until 
1870,  when  their  present  church  was  built.  The 
Congregational  Church  was  organized  in  1869, 
and  a house  of  worship  erected  the  same  year. 

Zion’s  Church,  Evangelical  Association,  was 
organized  in  1861,  by  Rev.  Conrad  Lahr,  with 
Christian  Brill  as  assistant.  The  first  services  were 
held  in  the  sclioolliouse  until  the  erection  of  their 
present  church  in  1874. 

Paynesville  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  No.  71,  was 
instituted  in  the  fall  of  1869,  the  charter  bearing 
date  of  December  14th.  Among  the  first  officers 
were:  Charles  Griswold,  W.  M. ; Noah  Lathrop, 
S.  W. ; and  John  Moore,  J.  W. 

nrOGltAI’lIICAL. 

William  H.  Blasdell,  a native  of  Canada,  was 
born  in  the  year  1816.  He  grew  to  manhood  on 
a farm,  and  in  1833,  emigrated  to  Ohio,  where  he 
served  as  clerk  in  a store  one  year,  after  which, 
for  three  years,  he  was  purchasing  agent  for  the 
Huron  Iron  works,  at  Vermillion,  Ohio.  He  then 
went  south  for  a time,  but  returned  to  Ohio,  in 
1838,  settling  on  a farm  near  Brownsville.  In 
1842,  he  moved  to  Frankfort,  Hlinois,  where  he 
resided  for  twenty  years,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  that  he  was  Sheriff  of  Will  county, 
and  lived  in  the  city  of  Joliet.  During  this  time 
he  was  engaged  in  farming,  lumbering,  and  hotel 
business.  In  1862,  he  came  to  Paynesville  and 
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located  on  section  seventeen,  where  his  family 
joined  him  the  following  your.  Since  coming  to 
I lie  State,  ho  has  fanned  and  kept  hotel.  ll.o  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  lhirdsley  in  1808,  who  died  in 
1812.  They  had  throe  children,  hut  one  of  whom 
is  living— Hllon,  now  the  wife  of  A.  10.  White,  of 
Michigan  City,  Indiana.  His  present  wife  was 
Miss  Sarah  Abby,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
1849.  They  have  six  children  living;  Irene,  Ge- 
neva, Theda,  Ida,  William  P.,  and  George  A. 

John  Blakely,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  born 
in  the  year  1821.  He  came  with  his  parents  to 
Canada  while  he  was  young.  Li  1851,  he  came 
to  Point  Douglas,  Minnesota,  and  the  following- 
year,  to  Hastings,  where  he  resided  till  1858, 
when  he  removed  to  Roseville,  Kandiyohi  couuty, 
about  one  half  mile  west  of  his  present  farm, 
which  is  on  section  thirty,  in  the  town  of  Paynes- 
ville,  to  which  lie  removed  in  18(12.  He  was  one  of 
the  nine  who  were  in  the  Port  at  Payncsville  when 
they  were  surprised  by  the  Indians  in  18(12.  He 
married  Miss  Jane  Mooney  in  1842.  Their  living 
children  are,  Robert,  John  M.,  Mary,  Nancy,  El- 
len, Crawford,  Prank,  and  Moses. 

Daniel  Ciiisiiolm,  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  was 
born  in  the  year  18154.  He  came  to  Beaver  Dam, 
Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1847,  where  he  lived 
twelve  years,  and  removed  to  Payncsville  in  1859, 
taking  a claim  on  section  eight,  where  ho  and  his 
family  lived  till  driven  away  by  the  Indians  in 
18(12.  During  those  troubles,  he  moved  to  St. 
Cloud  and  remained  about  one  year,  then  returned 
to  bis  farm.  In  the  spring  of  18(14,  he  enlisted  in 
the  hirst  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  but  after 
serving  six  months,  was  discharged.  After  re- 
turning to  Paynesville,  took  a homestead  on  sec- 
tion twenty-one,  whore  lie  still  resides.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Murietln  Reed,  November  25th,  1855. 
'They  have  seven  living  children;  William,  Hattie, 
Alexander,  George,  Archibald,  Franklin,  and 
Edith. 

John  W.  Dauby  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Wash- 
ington county,  New  York,  on  the  18th  of  August, 
18'55.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he  went  to  Law- 
rence, Essex  county,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
learned  the  machinist  trade,  remaining  two  years. 
Then  went  to  lloosick  Falls,  New  York,  and 
worked  live  years  for  Walter  A.  Wood,  agricul- 
tural implement  manufacturer;  thence  to  Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts,  and  worked  in  a machine  shop 
for  one  year,  lie  then  enlisted  as  a private  sol- 
dim-  and  served  two  years;  was  in  General  .1.  J. 


Bartlett’fe  Division,  to  which  General  Lee  stacked 
arms  at  his  surrender.  After  receiving  bis  dis- 
charge, went  to  Pittsfield,  Massachuse  tts,  for  a 
short  time,  and  then  to  the  Hoosae  Tunnel  Ma- 
chine Shops,  at  North  Adams,  Massachusetts. 
Then  bis  health  began  to  decline,  and  he  engaged 
in  no  business  for  a time.  He  visited  Chicago  in 
the  winter  of  18GG,  and  in  the  spring  following 
came  to  Paynesville,  where  he  has  been  engaged 
in  the  merchandise  trade  ever  since.  He  is  Post- 
master, Notary  Public,  Real  Estate  Agent,  etc., 
which  positions  he  has  filled  with  credit  to  him- 
self, and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  He  married  Miss  Emma  Elliott,  of  Can- 
ton, Pennsylvania,  on  the  15th  of  January,  1870. 
They  have  one  child,  Bennett  L.,  born  on  the  22d 
of  July,  1875. 

Hunky  Tuknek,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  on  the  7th  of  July,  1857.  His  father  being 
a blacksmith,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  learned  the 
trade  during  his  growing  years.  - When  lie  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  came  west,  remaining  one 
year  at  Grafton,  then  at  Hutchinson,  McLeod 
county,  Minnesota,  for  three  years,  thence  toMan- 
nannah,  Meeker  county,  where  he  lived  till  he 
came  to  Paynesville  in  1881.  He  has  a black- 
smith shop  in  this  village,  in  partnership  with  a 
Mr.  Blakely,  the  firm  name  being  Turner  & 
Blakely. 

James  C.  Haines,  a native  of  Canada,  was  born 
in  the  year  1840.  He  came  to  Kankakee,  Illinois, 
in  18G1,  where  lie  farmed  until  coming  to  Paynes- 
ville, Minnesota,  in  1 8(5(5.  Worked  at  the  carpen- 
ter business  and  farming  for  ten  years,  then  went 
into  the  mercantile  business,  including  agricultural 
implements,  which  still  occupies  his  attention,  lie 
has  filled  the  olliees  of  Supervisor,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  School  Treasurer,  and  is  now  Treasurer  of 
the  township.  He  married  Miss  Harriot  J.  Star- 
key,  of  Illinois,  in  18(52.  They  have  two  children 
living,  Herbert  M,  and  Clement  M. 

Robeut  Hooveu  was  born  in  the  year  1828,  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  received  his  education  at  Alle- 
gheny College,  Meadville,  Pennsylvania.  Tn  1854, 
he  located  at  Chillicothe,  Illinois,  as  a Methodist 
clergyman,  for  two  years.  He  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  Conference  of  Wisconsin,  which  body 
sent  him  to  Anoka,  Minnesota,  for  three  years, 
after  which  be  preaelad  at  Little  Falls,  Cannon 
Falls,  Owatonna,  and  Payncsville.  Then,  after 
18(52,  ho  preached  and  farmed  for  several  years, 
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and  for  the  last  eight  years,  has  practiced  medi- 
cine. 

Egbert  Ostrander,  (deceased)  a native  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  was  born  in  the  year  1815. 
He  came  to  Illinois  in  1837,  locating  in  Kankakee, 
and  thence  to  Paynesville,  Minnesota,  in  18(1(1, 
where  ho  opened  the  Ostrander  House  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1873.  He  married  Miss  Delila  J.  Sar- 
gent, of  Indiana,  in  1839.  Their  children  are, 
Henry  M.,  Marietta,  John  Q.,  James  E.,  Enoch  M., 
Koyal  C.,  Hannah  A.,  Elizabeth  J.,  and  William  H. 
Mr.  Ostrander  died  in  September,  1878.  Mrs.  Os- 
trander has  kept  the  Ostrander  House  since  the 
death  of  her  husband. 

Lyman  IIeed,  a native  of  Vermont,  was  born  in 
the  year  1809.  He  was  raised  on  a farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  went  to  the  state  of  New 
York,  where  he  followed  farming  till  1855,  then 
came  to  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  and  farmed  five 
years,  and  in  1800,  removed  to  Haynesville,  and 
located  on  section  seven.  Married  Miss  Harriet 
Brundridge,  of  Vermont,  on  the  7th  of  December, 
1834.  They  have  four  children  living;  Mariett, 
Frances,  Joseph  I.,  and  Elvenah. 


RAYMOND. 


CHAPTER  CIX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 
GANIZATION— FIRST  THINGS— SCHOOLS — CHURCHES 
CYCLONES AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

Raymond  lies  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
county.  It  embraces  township  125  north,  range 
35  west.  It  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
3,984  are  under  cultivation.  The  population,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census,  was  389. 

The  surface  is  gently  undulating,  being  mostly 
prairie  with  a large  area  of  marsh  land.  There  is 
some  light  timber  along  the  western  border,  and 
also  on  the  east,  where  Getty’s  grove  extends  into 
the  town. 

There  are  a number  of  small  lakes,  prominent 
among  which  are,  Hand  Lake,  in  the  southeast 
part,  and  Silver  Basin,  in  the  north.  The  soil  is  a 
dark  clay  loam  with  a clay  sub-soil,  except  in  the 
southwest  corner,  where  it  is  more  sandy. 

In  18(10,  Frank  H.  Kranz  took  a claim  on  sec- 
tion eighteen,  and  about  the  same  time,  a few  un- 


married men  made  claims  in  the  vicinity,  but  lived 
with  Kranz. 

In  the  early  autumn  of  18G2,  two  of  these  young 
men,  named  William  Lament  and  John  Dolson, 
not  having  heard  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  started 
west  on  a hunting  and  trapping  expedition,  but 
never  returned.  It  is  supposed  they  perished 
at  the  hands  of  the  murderous  Sioux. 

At  this  time  there  had  arrived  quite  a number 
of  settlers,  but  all  left  during  the  Indian  troubles 
of  that  year. 

The  second  venture  was  not  made  till  the  spring 
of  I860,  when  L.  H.  Decker,  Thomas  Bolhs,  D. 
P.  Marshall,  C.  S.  Boss,  and  others  settled  in  the 
town.  Several  more  arrived  during  the  season, 
among  whom  were  the  Lyman  brothers,  William 
Smith  and  sons,  and  Liberty  B.  Raymond. 

The  first  child  born  was  Josephine  M.  Marshall, 
on  the  4th  of  September,  18(10. 

The  first  death  was  Daniel  B.  Lyman,  son  of 
A.  G.  Lyman.  His  remains  were  interred  on  the 
farm  of  Henry  Lyman,  but  removed  to  the  ceme- 
tery on  section  five  about  six  years  ago. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  summer  of 
18(57,  by  Miss  Eliza  Richardson  in  an  unoccupied 
dwelling  house  belonging  to  P.  Smith. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  in  the  fall 
of  I860,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cady,  a Baptist  min- 
ister. 

There  is  a Methodist  Episcopal  Church  organ- 
ization, which  was  perfected  in  1868.  Also,  a 
Seventh  Day  Advent  church  was  organized  in 
1873,  and  a small  church  erected  on  section  thirty 
the  following  year. 

On  the  night  of  the  9th  of  July,  1869,  a cyclone 
passed  over  the  northern  part  of  the  town,  carry- 
ing death  and  destruction  in  its  course.  The  resi- 
dence of  Richard  Richardson  was  destroyed,  killing 
a little  son  three  years  old.  Another  son,  tw»  nty- 
two  years  of  age,  occupied  a bed  with  Liberty  B. 
Raymond,  Jr.,  the  former  was  carried  about  forty 
rods,  and  remained  unconscious  for  a number  of 
days,  but  finally  recovered,  but  the  latter  was 
killed.  A number  of  others  in  the  neighborhood 
were  seriously  injured.  Another  passed  over  nearly 
the  same  course,  in  June  1877,  destroying  the  res- 
idences of  William  Smith  and  Alonzo  Morris.  A 
son  of  Smith  was  carried  about  lifty  rods,  lie  was 
struck  on  the  head  by  a piece  of  flying  debris, 
while  in  mid-air,  and  fell  in  a marsh,  but  strange 
to  say,  was  not  seriously  injured. 

Raymond  was  organized  in  IbliV,  and  named  in 
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honor  of  Liberty  B.  Raymond,  one  of  the  early 
settlers,  but  now  deceased.  The  first  officers  were : 
Supervisors,  L.  B.  Raymond,  Chairman,  C.  S.  Boss, 
and  William  F.  Smith;  Clerk,  V.  C.  Lyman;  As- 
sessor, D.  P.  Marshall;  and  Treasurer,  L.  Worth- 
ington. 

The  following  were  the  products  of  Raymond  in 
1880:  wheat,  20,014  bushels;  oats,  20,120  bush- 
els; corn,  935  bushels;  barley,  2,544  bushels;  rye, 
309  bushels;  potatoes,  3,045  bushels;  beans,  8 bush- 
els; cultivated  hay,  40  tons;  wild  hay,  1,492  tons; 
timothy  seed,  7 bushels;  apples,  5 bushels;  wool, 
260  pounds;  and  butter,  19,700  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Edward  P.  House,  a native  of  Somerset,  Eng- 
land, was  born  on  the  20th  of  August,  1830.  He 
came  to  Canada  in  1845,  and  soon  after,  to  New 
York  City.  In  1847,  he  entered  the  United  States 
Secret  Service,  in  the  Post-office  Department,  and 
crossed  the  ocean  several  times  to  London  and 
Liverpool.  After  (putting  the  service,  spent  some 
time  with  his  parents  in  Canada,  then  came  west 
and  spent  a year  in  looking  after  timber  land  on 
the  upper  Wisconsin  river,  after  which,  he  located 
in  McLeod  county,  Minnesota,  for  a time,  coming 
to  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty-nine,  Ray- 
mond township,  in  1879.  He  was  married  in 
Wyoming  county,  New  York,  on  the  7tli  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1805,  to  Miss  Catharine  Hollway.  Their 
children  are,  Francis  J.,  Charles  W.,  Joseph  P.i 
Thomas,  and  Moses. 

Osiiea  G.  Lyman,  a native  of  Lorraine,  Jeffer- 
son county,  Now  York,  was  born  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1830.  He  lived  there  till  twenty-five 
years  of  age,  engaged  in  fanning,  except  about 
two  years  spent,  at  the  carpenter  business.  In 
1855,  he  moved  to  Adams  county,  Wisconsin,  and 
farmed  for  eight  years,  then  went  back  to  New 
York  and  engaged  in  the  merchandise  business 
for  about  two  years.  In  June,  1805,  lie  moved  to 
Filmore  county,  Minnesota,  and  the  following 
spring  took  a claim  on  section  nine,  Raymond 
township,  where  he  stdl  resides.  He  was  one,  of 
the  organizers  of  the  town,  and  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  three  years.  Mr.  Lyman  was  married 
on  the  17th  of  February,  1853,  to  Miss  Sarah  C. 
Wheeler,  of  New  York,  who  died  on  the  12th  of 
Juno,  1873.  The  result  of  this  union  was  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  living;  Theda  S.,  now 
Mrs.  E.  Smith;  Emma  G.,  now  Mrs.  M.  A.  Smith; 
Ellen  I).,  now  Mrs.  J.  W.  Lennington,  of  Sauk 


Centre;  and  Amelia  A.,  residing  at  home.  Those 
deceased  were,  Daniel  B.,  who  died  in  1807,  aged 
two  years  and  three  months;  Sarah  S.,  and  Bertie 
O.,  both  dying  in  1875,  the  former  aged  twelve 
years,  and  the  latter,  three  years  and  six  months. 


ROCKVILLE. 


CHAPTER  CX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  

ORGANIZATION — SCHOOLS — AGRICULTURAL  STATIS- 
TICS  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Rockville  lies  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  embraces  township  123  north,  range 
29  west.  It  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
3,256  are  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  is  undulating,  and  generally  cov- 
ered with  brush  and  light  timber,  except  where 
removed  for  agricultural  purposes.  Sauk  river 
runs  in  a northeasterly  direction  across  the  north- 
west portion  of  the  town,  to  the  west  of  which 
lies  a strip  of  prairie,  interspersed  with  oak  open- 
ings. Mill  creek  enters  the  township  from  the 
south,  and  joins  Sauk  river  at  the  little  village  of 
Rockville. 

In  the  center  of  the  township,  and  along  Mill 
creek,  the  primary,  or  granitic,  formation  appears 
in  place,  and  from  this  fact,  the  town  derives  its 
name. 

There  are  a large  number  of  lakes  in  this  town 
the  largest  of  which  is  Grand  Lake,  a beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  lying  in  the  southern  portion  of  the 
township.  The  next  in  size  is  Pleasant  Lake,  ly- 
ing in  tin;  northeast  corner. 

During  the  spring  of  1855,  quite  a number  were 
attracted  to  this  locality  by  the  beautiful  lakes, 
excellent  mill  privileges,  etc.  Among  others  were, 
II.  0.  Waite,  D.  H.  Spicer,  William  Decker,  and 
Christ  Polange,  who  made  claims  on  section  sev- 
enteen. Mr.  Decker  is  still  a resident  of  Rock- 
ville, and  the  others  also  reside  in  the  county. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  M.  Hansen  and  Ma- 
thias Aides  came  from  Illinois,  the  former  settled 
on  section  sixteen,  and  the  latter,  on  section  twen- 
ty-one; both  reside  on  the  old  homesteads.  The 
population,  according  to  the  census  of  1880,  was 
560. 

The  territory  embraced  in  this  town  was  a part 
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of  Maine  Prairie  until  1800,  when  Rockville  was 
organized,  and  the  first  election  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  M.  Hansen,  sen.,  on  the  25th  of  June. 

The  first  ollieem  elected  were:  Supervisors,  M. 

Hansen,  Sen.,  Chairman,  Nicholas  Kiiseli,  and  John 
llarren;  t'lerlc,  l>.  II.  Spicer;  Assessor,  William 
Decker;  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  A.  Smith. 

Village. — In  1850,  a village  site  was  surveyed 
and  platted  by  H.  C.  Waite  and  D.  H.  Spicer,  near 
the  junction  of  Mill  creek  and  Sauk  river,  and 
named  Rockville.  Mr.  Waite  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest to  Spicer,  soon  after,  who  built  a saw  mill, 
and  subsequently  leased  the  water  power  to  N.  N. 
Smith,  who  erected  a gristmill.  This  mill  was  af- 
terwards torn  down  and  the  present  one  erected  by 
Orlando  Tenney,  the  present  owner.  It  has  three 
run  of  stones,  and  a daily  capacity  of  fifty  barrels. 

School  was  kept  in  what  is  now  district  number 
ten,  in  the  house  of  G.  Bauer,  soon  after  the  first 
settlement  was  made,  but  a log  school  house  was 
built  on  section  thirty-four  in  I860,  which  was  su- 
perseded by  the  present,  frame  building,  in  1874. 

District  number  sixteen  was  organized  in  18(57, 
and  school  held  in  private  dwellings  until  the 
erection  of  the  present  school  house  on  section 
three. 

District  number  forty-four.  The  first  school 
held  in  this  district  was  in  a rented  log  house  on 
section  sixteen,  about  18GG.  In  1868,  a small 
frame  building  was  erected  on  section  seventeen, 
which  was  succeeded  by  the  present  building,  in 
1880. 

The  school  building  of  district  number  ninety- 
one  is  located  on  section  fifteen,  and  was  erected 
in  1874. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  til, 636  bushels;  oats,  10, 
370  bushels;  corn,  7,010  bushels;  barley,  100  bush- 
els; rye,  40  bushels;  potatoes,  4,812  bushels;  beans, 
2 bushels;  sugarcane,  12G  gallons;  cultivated  hay, 
75  tons;  wild  hay,  1.0G2  tons;  apples,  43  bushels; 
wool,  841  pounds;  butter,  15,865  pounds;  cheese, 
50  pounds;  and  honey,  360  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Christ  Arles  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1828.  He  enjoyed  the  school  advantages 
of  his  native  land,  working  on  his  father’s  farm 
until  twenty-one  years  old,  then  served  two  years 
in  the  Prussian  army.  In  1854,  came  to  the 
United  States  and  located  in  Kenosha,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm  for  about  two  years, 


then  spent  six  months  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  In 
the  spring  of  1856,  moved  to  Minnesota  and  took 
a claim  in  Rockville  township,  which]  he  is  im- 
proving, furnishing  himself  and  family  a good 
home,  lie  married  ftliHs  Margaret  llauer.  They 
have  live  living  children. 

Mathias  Aiiles,  one  of  the  lirst  settlers,  was 
born  in  Prussia,  in  September,  1832,  enjoying 
the  school  privileges  of  his  native  land,  and  being 
employed  on  a farm  until  1854,  when  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  He  lived  one  year  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  then  removed  to  Stearns  county, 
Minnesota,  first  locating  in  St.  Joseph,  and  the 
following  spring  removed  to  his  farm  in  Rockville, 
which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  Married 
Miss  Elizabeth  Fisclibach,  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1864.  They  have  seven  children  living.  His 
mother,  eighty-two  years  old,  makes  her  homo 
with  him. 

Peter  Borman,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  born 
on  the  15tli  of  May,  1828.  He  was  raised  on  a 
farm,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a common 
school.  In  1857,  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  after  working  in  a number  of  different  locali- 
ties for  about  two  years,  came  to  Minnesota.  After 
viewing  the  country,  and  admiring  some  of  its 
advantages,  he  bought  a farm  in  this  town,  which 
has  been  his  home  ever  since.  His  farm  is  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  married  Miss  Mary  Wei- 
dert  on  the  15th  of  October,  18G0.  They  have 
three  children. 

G.  H.  Brinkman,  a native  of  Brunswick,  Ger- 
many, was  born  on  the  15th  of  January,  1829. 
After  finishing  his  school  days,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinet-maker.  - In  184!),  ho  came,  to  the 
United  States,  locating  in  Hunter,  New  York,  but 
soon  after  removed  to  Massachusetts.  Hero  he 
remained  for  live  years,  working  at  his  trade.  In 
1855,  he  removed  to  St.  Anthony,  Minnesota, 
where  he  followed  cabinet-making  for  about  two 
years,  then  removed  to  his  present  farm,  located 
in  the  town  of  Rockville,  and  has  followed  farm- 
ing ever  since.  Mr.  Brinkman  has  served  as  town 
Treasurer  for  fifteen  years,  and  filled  other  town 
offices.  He  married  Miss  Susan  L.  Taylor,  on  the 
13tli  of  April,  1855;  she  is  a native  of  Hampden 
county,  Massachusetts.  They  have  five  children, 
two  boys  and  three  girls.  In  18(54,  Mr.  Brinkman 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  First  Minnesota 
Heavy  Artillery.  After  remaining  about  ten 
months,  returned  to  St.  Cloud,  whore  his  family 
had  previously  moved,  but  after  about  one  year, 
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returned  to  liis  farm,  where  lie  and  his  family 
have  a comfortable  home. 

Micii\el  Hansen,  Jit.  was  born  in  the  province 
of  Rhine,  Prussia,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1844. 
lie  wiih  engaged  with  his  father,  buying  and  Hell- 
ing produce,  until  he  came  to  this  country  in 
1800.  lie  located  in  Illinois  for  about  two  years, 
engaging  in  any  kind  of  labor  that  offered,  then 
came  to  Rockville  and  worked  on  a farm  for  four 
years,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  pump  business 
for  two  years,  making  Richmond  his  headquarters. 
In  1874,  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Rockville 
township.  He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  1875, 
and  has  held  the  office  since  that  time.  Married 
Miss  Eplirosenia  Kessler,  May  5th,  1874.  They 
have  four  children. 

Petek  Lommel,  a native  of  Luxemburg,  Ger- 
many, was  born  on  the  13th  of  November,  1818. 
He  received  a common  school  education,  and 
learned  the  tailor’s  trade  in  the  old  country.  In 
1841,  became  to  the  United  States  and  located  in 
Seneca  county,  Ohio,  living  on  a farm  until  1850, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Augusta,  Minnesota.  Here 
he  lived  for  ten  years,  then  removed  to  Rockville, 
where  he  has  since  kept  a hotel  besides  carrying 
on  a farm.  He  has  been  Postmaster  for  the  past 
fifteen  years,  and  Supervisor  for  three  years. 

Michael  Hansen,  Sk.,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  town,  and  an  active  business  man,  was  born  in 
Prussia,  in  the  province  of  Rhine,  on  the  6th  of 
December,  1811.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his 
native  country,  and  was  employed  on  his  father’s 
farm  till  about  thirty-two  years  of  age.  In  1852, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Illinois, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for 
three  years.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
took  the  claim  on  which  lie  has  since  lived,  and  now, 
with  his  family,  enjoys  the  comforts  of  a good  home. 
Mr.  Hansen  was  Chairman  of  the  first  town  board 
in  Rockville,  filled  most  of  the  town  offices  from 
time  to  time,  and  is  now  one  of  the  County  Com- 
missioners. He  married  Miss  Mary  Bormann  on 
the  lltli  of  February,  1840.  They  have  had  four 
children,  two  of  whom  arc  living. 

Petek  Molitok,  a native  of  the  province  of 
Rhine,  Prussia,  was  born  on  the  9tli  of  December, 
1835.  As  soon  as  he  became  of  age,  he  came  to 
the  United  States,  remaining  in  Illinois,  working 
on  a farm,  till  1804,  when  he  came  to  Stearns 
county,  Minnesota.  The  following  year,  he  was 
drafted  into  Company  G,  of  the  Fourth  Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  about  five 


months,  was  mustered  out  of  the  service.  Soon 
after  his  return,  he  bought  his  present  farm  in 
Rockville  township.  Married  Barbara  Molitor,  on 
the  3d  of  January,  1809.  They  have  six  children 
living,  llis  father  was  burn  in  the  province  of 
Rhino,  Prussia,  in  1799;  he  was  a wagon  maker 
by  trade,  and  came  to  America  in  1850,  stopping 
at  Lockport,  Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  at 
his  trade  until  he  came  to  Minnesota  in  1802,  set- 
tling on  a farm  in  section  twenty,  Rockville  town- 
ship. He  married  Miss  Mary  Hammerding,  and 
they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  on  the  19th 
of  January,  1880.  They  have  had  six  children, 
four  boys  and  two  girls;  all  living  in  Stearns 
county,  Minnesota. 

John  Payne,  also  one  of  the  old  settlers,  was 
born  in  Hartford  county,  Maryland,  on  the  22d  of 
December,  1826.  In  1846,  the  family  moved  to 
Daviess  county,  Kentucky,  and  the  following  year, 
Mr.  Payne  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  doors, 
sash,  blinds,  etc.,  to  which  he  added  a foundry 
and  mill  business,  and  continued  the  same  until 
1855,  when  he,  on  account  of  declining  health, 
came  to  Minnesota.  He  remained  in  Sauk  Rapids 
the  first  summer,  and  the  following  winter  took  a 
claim  on  Sauk  River,  in  St.  Joseph  township.  This 
was  his  home  for  ten  years,  when  he  moved  to  St. 
Cloud  and  engaged  in  manufacturing  doors,  sash, 
blinds,  etc.,  until  1808,  when  he  moved  to  his 
present  farm  in  Rockville  township,  By  his 
energy  and  good  management,  Mr.  Payne  has 
fitted  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town. 
He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
since  his  residence  in  the  town,  and  has  held 
several  other  offices.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Staples,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  St.  Joseph  township.  They  have  had  seven 
children,  all  living. 


ST.  AUGUSTA. 

This  township  lies  in  the  southeastern  portion  of 
the  county.  The  surface  is  undulating,  and  in 
places,  quite  broken,  being  mostly  covered  with 
brush  and  light  timber.  The  soil  is  diversified; 
the  northern  part  being  a rich  black  loam,  the 
southwest  a clayey  soil,  and  in  the  southeast,  very 
light  and  sandy. 

The  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the  town 
are  watered  by  Johnson's  creek  and  its  tribute- 


t. ;■!  »7 i;f . "II  .V  ,r  ■ ■ ■ ' • * ’ 

;fMij  V.  ! : >H  ^ '"■>  " 

I;  J i V ' • ' ; • 1 

I.M.  . 1 1 !SU  . i t.-iM  - • i'  '•  $hU  j 

t>Uvk>  >.:«  J»«d  «v*ri  virJ  " • 

:.i  to  :7  / ; it.-'  fc‘i  : ■ •'  J‘‘ 

Mi  < ,i  j ,i  fv.iJv/  i :•'>«’  'tS/tffi  ■ !*£  ;;V 

•i  . ..  i 1 • 

I * £■{«., 0#  • ' 'l'-;  *’f  «’m(  '•  *#'* 

: ,f)v.v  )Vh>  fiiU  lu  nfiii  %»  rihl^nnlt  « 


-i'll!  r .•/  ..  ....  : ; ;;!!J  " > ■ 1 ' 

!,  I ii  : • ' 1-  I ■ ; III  'V^r.PV 

......  , . ■ . ■ 

id- Cj  i;  t /n  i:Lii,'/r-7-Hr.  -ri.u  t-*w 

. j • - j - j..  < ' I.!  i v .!•  i -;.i  ■ * .wi  • . ■ 

olli'/.  .Mi'i.  rn  ill  I I "KJ  f 1 r><  ; 

Ki.  ! . 7,1  t I 6 ’ ; , 1 ■ ' 

. ts  o.Mi-'jr  j.  UOJfUXJ  ■< . 

;^rl,  4 ,6  vl.t  Cli  9F>'"rt  flA^  't 

.1,  iv.  ::.X>.7  ; li.i'i  i i i ; ' i .:  'll  ''i 

'X  r.i  - .1  - •"""  IfU 

i ' i ' 0 , I1)  > ' V . ' 

■)7/l  I9.il 8 f.ua  .pAi  iliil  liivil’.iihtf  fii*  ' 


ST.  AUGUSTA  TOWNSHIP. 


ries,  which  empties  into  the  Mississippi  river  on 
section  seven. 

In  1854,  John  L.  Wilson,  the  proprietor  of  the 
St.  Cloud  town-site,  formed  an  association  with 
John  II.  Fibbe,  Anton  Imholte,  and  J.  J.  and 
George  Laudenbach,  who  located  at  the  mouth  of 
Johnson’s  creek  with  a view  to  founding  a village 
there.  During  the  following  summer  quite  a set- 
tlement was  formed,  and  in  1850,  the  first  propri- 
etors, Wilson,  Fibbe,  Imholte,  and  the  Laudenbach 
brothers,  surveyed  and  platted  the  town  of  St. 
Augusta,  in  accordance  with  the  original  inten- 
tion. This  town  company  was  subsequently  incor- 
porated, and  for  a time,  sustained  an  organization 
and  favorable  prospects. 

Improvements  were  soon  commenced,  and  a saw 
and  flouring  mill  erected,  but  the  country  was  too 
sparsely  settled  to  sustain  either  of  those  enter- 
prises, and  the  place  was  gradually  abandoned. 
An  effort  was  made  by  Mr.  Finney,  of  St.  Cloud, 
in  1874,  to  repair  the  old  mill,  but  the  dam  washed 
out,  and  it  stands  idle,  the  only  visible  reminder 
of  the  thousands  of  dollars  and  years  of  toil, 
spent  in  the  futile  attempt  to  build  a town  in  an 
unnatural  location. 

About  the  same  time,  L.  F.  Johnson  surveyed 
and  platted  a piece  of  land  on  section  thirteen, 
calling  it  Neenah  City.  This  town  shared  the 
same  fate  as  its  sister  village,  St.  Augusta.  Mr. 
Johnson  and  three  brothers,  named  King,  had 
settled  there  in  1855. 

T1  ic  first  settlers  in  the  western  part  of  the 
town,  were  Peter  Lommel  and  J.  Sehoen,  who 
came  in  185G,  the  former  settling  on  section  seven, 
and  the  latter,  on  section  eight.  The  town- 
ship has  had  a steady  growth,  and  is  one  of  the 
best  developed  towns  in  the  county. 

The  population,  according  to  the  last  census, 
numbers  798  persons. 

In  1859,  this  township  was  organized,  and 
named  Berlin,  but  afterwards  changed  to  Neenah, 
and  in  18(13,  the  present  name  was  adopted.  Sec- 
tion eighteen,  and  the  fractional  sections,  , six, 
seven,  eight,  and  eleven  were  added  on  the  latter 
date,  they  having  formerly  been  attached  to 
Lyrulen. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  L. 
F.  Johnson,  in  Neenah  City,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1859,  at  which  the  following  oflieers  wero  chosen: 
Supervisors,  L.  F.  Johnson,  Chairman,  Henry 
Vonjohan,  and  Peter  Lommel;  Clerk,  Henry  F. 
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Kaestner;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Jacob  Well  and 
H.  Macavay;  and  Assessor,  John  Kopp. 

The  area  of  St.  Augusta  is  about  24,f>40  acres, 
of  which  3,908  are  under  cultivation. 

The  first  school  held  in  the  town  was  in  18(11, 
in  a log  school  house  on  section  eight.  School 
was  kept  in  an  old  church  the  following  year,  and 
soon  afterwards,  convenient  school  buildings  be- 
gan to  be  erected.  There  are  now  three  district 
schools  in  the  township. 

It  is  supposed  that  the  first  mass  was  held  by 
Father  Pierz  in  1856,  in  private  dwellings.  A 
small  log  church  was  erected  the  same  year  on 
section  one,  and  two  years  later,  a frame  church 
was  built  on  the  town  site  of  St.  Augusta.  In 
1873,  the  present  large  stone  church,  on  section 
twelve,  was  commenced.  This  is  called  “St.  Mary’s 
Church  of  Augusta.” 

St.  Wendal  Church  is  situated  on  section  nine- 
teen. The  first  church  was  built  here  in  1859. 
This  was  a .frame  building  and  was  superseded  by 
the  present  stone  church  in  1872. 

The  products  of  St.  Augusta*  in  1880,  were: 
wheat,  49,327  bushels;  oats,  23,271  bushels;  com, 
19,485  bushels;  rye,  85  bushels;  potatoes,  6,589 
bushels;  sugar  cane,  100  gallons;  wild  hay,  1,348 
tons;  apples  70  bushels;  wool,  881  pounds;  and 
butter,  25,500  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Joseph  Loehrer,  a native  of  Switzerland,  was 
born  on  the  2d  of  February,  1825.  He  worked 
while  young  with  his  father,  who  was  a manufac- 
turer of  gunpowder.  After  attaining  manhood, 
he  and  a brother  engaged  in  the  same  business  for 
several  years,  then  worked  at  the  carpenter  trade 
for  a time.  In  1850,  he  emigrated  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  St.  Clair  county,  Illinois,  and  followed 
building  for  seven  years.  In  1857,  came  to  Min- 
nesota, and  took  a farm  in  the  town  of  St.  Augusta, 
on  which  he  lived  till  1875,  when  he  made  a 
change,  and  came  to  his  present  place  of  busi- 
ness in  section  nineteen,  where  he  is  carrying  on  a 
general  store.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Treasurer, 
Supervisor,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the  town. 
He  married  Miss  Frances  Zeller  in  1856,  who  died 
in  March,  1874.  He  chose  Miss  Frances  Volz  for 
his  second  wife,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1875. 
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ST.  CLOUD. 


CHAPTER  CXI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  — - ORGANIZATION AGRICUL- 

TURAL STATISTICS— BIOGRAPHICAL. 

St.  Clouil  township  lies  on  the  east  side  of  the 
county,  being  bounded  on  the  east  by  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  It  has  an  area  of  about  19,000  acres, 
of  which  4,004  are  under  cultivation.  The  soil  is  a 
rich  dark  loam,  and  very  productive.  The  north- 
west portion  of  the  town  is  watered  by  Sauk  river, 
which  flows  in  a northeasterly  direction,  and  cross- 
ing the  extreme  southeast  corner  of  Le  Sauk  emp- 
ties into  the  Mississippi. 

The  history  of  the  early  settlement  and  subse- 
quent development  of  this  township  is  so  closely 
identified  with  that  of  the  city  of  St.  Cloud,  and 
so  fully  presented  in  the  chapter  under  that  head, 
that  a repetition  is  unwarranted. 

The  township  was  organized  in  1858,  and  at 
that  time,  embraced  a much  larger  area,  but  has 
been  gradually  reduced  to  its  present  limits,  by 
the  organization  of  new  towns,  formed  to  keep 
step  with  the  march  of  civilization. 

In  1865,  Leander  Gorton  and  O.  A.  Pray  erected 
a flouring  mill  on  section  four,  which  was  burned 
in  the  winter  of  1867-68,  and  the  water  power  af- 
terwards sold  to  J.  E.  Hayward  and  P.  B.  Thomp- 
son, who  again  erected  a mill  on  the  site.  Mr. 
Hayward  soon  after  purchased  Mr.  Thompson’s 
interest,  and  carried  on  the  mill  until  its  destruc- 
tion by  fire  in  the  spring  of  1881. 

The  products  of  1880  were:  wheat,  37,346  bush- 
els; outs,  23,616  bushels;  corn,  13,636  bushels; 
buckwheat,  10  bushels;  potatoes,  8,700  bushels; 
sugar  cane,  104  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  10  tons; 
wild  hay,  1,657  tons;  apples,  21  bushels;  wool, 
981  pounds;  butter,  15,490  pounds;  and  honey, 
218  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Harman  Becker  was  born  at  Albany,  Now  York, 
in  the  year  1840.  While  yet  a child,  his  parents 
removed  to  Michigan,  and  in  1853,  to  St.  Cloud, 
Minnesota.  In  1857,  Harman  took  a claim  in  the 
town  of  Le  Sauk,  where  he  resided  until  1879, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  home  in  St.  Cloud 
township.  Mr.  Becker  was  united  in  marriage 
ivith  Miss  Helena  M.  Ayers,  of  Maine,  in  1863; 
they  have  had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are 


living,  named  George  A.,  Fred  B.,  Charles  E., 
Henry  H.  and  Frank. 

Wesley  Carter,  a native  of  Bridgetoivn,  Cum- 
berland county,  Maine,  avus  born  on  the  7th  of 
July,  1839.  He  came  to  Minneapolis  in  1857,  and 
avus  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  carriages  until 
the  spring  of  1859,  Avhen  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Stage  Company  on  the  line  from  St.  Cloud 
to  Fort  Abercrombie;  Avas  at  different  posts  on  the 
route,  having  in  charge  the  building  and  repair- 
ing of  the  stables  occupied  by  the  company.  After 
serving  for  one  year  in  this  capacity,  lie  returned 
to  St.  Cloud,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
Avagons  until  1874,  Avlien  lie  bought  a farm  on 
sections  sixteen  and  seventeen,  in  the  toAvnship  of 
St.  Cloud-  He  built  a good  house  soon  after  pur- 
chasing his  farm,  and  recently  added  a fine  barn, 
forty  by  eighty  feet,  Avith  a basement  story,  fur- 
nishing excellent  stable  room.  Mr.  Carter  Avas  a 
short  time  in  the  Sioux  Avar,  and  has  held  the  of- 
fices of  County  Commissioner,  Alderman,  and 
Town  Clerk.  Was  married  to  Miss  Martha  1). 
Johnson,  in  1866.  They  have  tAvo  children,  Cora 
E.  and  Martha  J. 

Horatio  J.  Foavler  Avas  born  in  Vermont,  in 
the  year  1823.  He  came  to  St.  Cloud  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1855,  and  the  following  summer,  took  a 
claim  on  Maine  Prairie,  near  Mr.  Spaulding,  avIio 
had  taken  a claim  the  year  before.  Mr.  FoAvler 
did  not  live  in  the  toAvnship,  but  Avas  engaged  in 
various  kinds  of  business  at  Lower  St.  Cloud.  He 
burned  the  first  lime  in  the  county,  in  1857,  and 
Avas  engaged  in  running  a saiv  mill  for  sometime. 
He  also  started  the  first  furniture  manufactory  in 
the  toAvn,  in  1858.  He  Avas  an  active  business 
man  till  1873,  Avhen  lie  sold  out  his  business,  and 
bought  a farm  in  section  twenty-three,  ayIuto  lit' 
lives,  spending  the  declining  years  of  his  life  very 
pleasantly,  lie  has  been  County  Commissioner 
and  Supervisor  at  different  times.  He  married 
Miss  Almeda  Worlting,  on  the  8th  of  May,  1849. 
They  haA'e  had  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
living;  Georgiaua,  Willard  C.,  and  George  S.  Mrs. 
FoAvler  died  on  the  28th  of  March,  1878. 

Matiiias  Gans  Avas  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1829.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1856,  stopping  successively  in  Chicago,  Wis- 
consin, St.  Anthony,  and  Anoka.  In  1857,  came 
to  St.  Cloud,  and  for  four  years  Avas  engaged  in  a 
variety  of  avocations,  and  then,  for  about  five 
years,  taught  school  in  the  town  of  Wakefield.  In 
1870,  avus  -elected  County  Treasurer  of  Stearns 
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county,  which  office  lie  tilled  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  the  county  till  1878.  He  bought  his  pres- 
ent farm,  on  sections  live  and  eight,  in  December, 
1879.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  E.  Rung, 
in  June,  18(33.  They  have  nine  children  living; 
John,  Herbert,  Joseph,  Peter,  Michael,  M.  P.  Ed- 
ward, Leo  P.,  Mary  B.,  and  J.  P.  Nester. 

Louis  Goyette,  a native  of  Canada,  was  born 
on  the  8th  of  April,  183(3.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  lie  came  to  America,  and  after  remain- 
ing a short  time  in  New  York  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  went  to  Michigan,  and  thence, 
after  two  years,  to  Minneapolis,  being  also  a lum- 
ber dealer  in  the  two  latter  places.  Two  years 
later,  he  removed  to  Wright  county,  and  lived  on  a 
farm  until  April, 1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  re- 
maining in  the  army  three  years.  He  received  a 
wound  in  the  lungs,  at  the  battle  of  Murfrees- 
boro’, from  which  he  is  still  a sufferer.  In  1865, 
he  returned  to  St.  Cloud,  kept  a restaurant  for 
three  years,  and  was  afterwards  in  the  cattle  trade 
until  1876.  In  the  spring  of  1877,  he  went  to  the 
Black  Hills,  and  was  engaged  in  freighting  until 
his  return  to  St.  Cloud  in  the  spring  of  1880.  He 
soon  after  purchased  the  farm  in  St.  Cloud  town- 
ship where  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Goyette  was  mar- 
ried in  1868,  to  Miss  Hattie  Brown;  they  have  had 
three  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  living,  named 
Elida  M.  Mrs.  Goyette  departed  this  life  on  the 
4th  of  December,  1876. 

Fhedekick  Hollenhorst  was  born  in  Germany 
in  the  year  1823.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1847,  locating  in  Indiana,  and  afterwards  in  Ken- 
tucky, working  at  the  carpenter  trade  for  nine 
years.  In  1856,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  working  at 
liis  trade  until  1869,  when  I10  bought  a farm  on 
sections  fifteen  and  sixteen,  in  the  township  of  St. 
Cloud,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss 
Bauadine  Bobbers  in  1851.  They  have  three 
children;  William,  Josephine,  and  Banadine. 

Henry  B.  Kenyon,  a native  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  was  born  in  the  year  1821.  His  early  life 
was  spent  in  mechanical  pursuits,  but  after  1863, 
he  gave  his  attention  to  farming.  In  18(38  and 
18(39,  lie  was  superintendent  of  the  farm  connected 
with  the  State  Reform  School  at  Lansing,  Michi- 
gan. After  farming  at  different  places  for  a few 
years,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  has  had  the  man- 
agement of  George  H.  Smith’s  farm  since  the 
spring  of  1877.  He  married  Miss  Marietta  B. 
Barrows,  of  New  York,  in  1842.  They  have  had 


four  children,  but  all  have  died.  They  have  one 
adopted  daughter,  Lindie  J. 

John  Kemper,  a native  of  Germany,  was  born 
in  the  year  1846.  He  came  with  the  family  to  the 
United  States  in  1855,  and  alter  staying  one  year 
in  Wisconsin,  came  to  Minnesota,  where  lie  has 
lived  most  of  the  time  since,  engaged  in  various 
I pursuits.  In  1876,  he  went  to  Texas,  but  after 
1 farming  there  for  three  years,  returned  to  St. 
Cloud.  He  is  proprietor  of  the  Half-way  House, 
on  the  St.  Joseph  road.  His  wife  was  Miss  Mary 
M.  Bedzold,  and  they  have  three  children;  Joseph 
S.,  John  A.,  and  William  N. 

James  H.  Lovelace,  a native  of  Illinois,  was 
1 born  in  the  year  1848.  He  moved  to  St.  Cloud, 
Minnesota,  in  1868,  working  at  farming  and  team- 
ing since  that  time.  For  the  last  twelve  years  he 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  Clark  & McClure.  He 
is  living  on  a farm  located  in  section  eight,  St. 
Cloud  township.  He  married  Miss  Cora  Perry, 
of  St.  Cloud,  in  the  year  1873.  They  have  three 
children;  Emmet  F.,  Lela  E.,  and  Ebenezer  R. 

Michael  Lahr  was  born  in  Germany,  in  the 
year  1825.  He  came  to  America  in  1852,  and  after 
remaining  two  years  in  Illinois,  came  to  St.  Cloud, 
and  was  employed  with  his  brother,  Nicholas 
Lahr,  in  the  blacksmith  business.  This  shop  was 
one  of  the  first  buildings  in  the  place.  In  1856, 
he  took  a claim  on  section  live,  where  he  now  has 
several  hundred  acres  of  good  farming  land.  Mr. 
Lahr  was  married  in  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  Smith. 
They  have  six  children;  Peter  N.,  Jacob  B.,  Joseph 
P.,  Mary  A.,  Nicholas,  and  Michael  F. 

John  T.  Marvin,  a native  of  Kentucky,  was 
born  in  Campbell  county,  in  July,  1835.  lie 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  Rockville, 
Stearns  county,  in  the  fall  of  1858,  following 
farming  until  1863,  and  then  moved  to  Maine 
Prairie  and  farmed  on  section  thirty-two  for  four 
years,  then  to  section  twenty-six,  in  the  township 
of  St.  Cloud,  where  he  owns  two  hundred  acres. 
While  in  Rockville,  lie  was  Town  Clerk  for  two 
years,  and  since  coming  to  his  present  farm,  has 
been  Town  Clerk  for  a number  of  years.  He  was 
married  in  June,  1856,  and  is  the  father  of  twelve 
children;  Harriet  E.,  Minnie  D.,  William  F., 
George  L.,  Jennie  M.,  Ida  V.,  Cora  and  Charles, 
(twins)  Henry  S.,  Everett  J.,  Maud  E.,  and 
Ira  E. 
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CHAPTER  CXTI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  H ETTLEMENT  - — OR- 

GAN IZATJON SCHOOLS — CHURCHES AGHIOULTU- 

RAL  STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  township  lies  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
county,  adjoining  St.  Cloud  on  the  west.  The 
northern  portion  of  the  town  is  mostly  prairie, 
but  the  southern  part  is  more  undulating,  with 
considerable  brush  land.  Sauk  river  crosses  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  town,  forming  some  ex- 
cellent hay  meadows  and  bottom  lands.  The 
South  Fork  of  the  Watab  river  also  runs  in  a 
northerly  direction  through  the  western  part.  There 
are  a number  of  lakes,  the  largest  being  Kraemer 
Lake,  in  the  western  portion  of  the  town. 

St.  Joseph  was  one  of  the  first  settled  towns  in 
the  county.  In  1854,  two  settlements  were  made, 
one  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  village  of  St. 
Joseph,  by  some  German  families,  and  the  other 
on  the  east  side  of  Sauk  river,  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  town,  by  Americans. 

In  the  German  settlement,  the  first  settler  was 
Peter  Loso,  who  made  a claim  on  sections  nine 
and  ten,  where  he  resided  until  his  death  which 
occurred  in  1877.  The  family  still  reside  in  St. 
Joseph.  Mr.  Loso  was  followed  the  same  fall  by 
Michael  Lenz,  Nicholas  ltassier,  J.  H.  Linnemann, 
M.  J.  Orth,  P.  Kraemer,  B.  Fuchs,  and  M.  Fied- 
ler, all  settling  within  a mile  or  so  of  the  present 
village1.  N.  Rassicr  settled  on  section  fourteen, 
and  still  resides  there,  being  one  of  the  active 
men  of  the  town.  J.  H.  Linnemann  is  also  a resi- 
dent of  the  village. 

The  pioneer  in  the  American  settlement,  was  J. 
C.  Staples,  a native  of  Maine,  who  came  in  Octo- 
ber, 1854,  and  took  a claim  on  sections  twenty-six 
and  twenty-seven.  Accompanying  him  were  his 
sons,  James  S.,  Ivory  S.,  Edward,  and  William, 
the  two  former  taking  land  in  section  twenty- 
seven,  where  they  still  reside.  Mr.  Staples,  senior, 
has  passed  away.  The  population  of  St.  Joseph, 
according  to  the  census  of  1881),  was  8(13  persons. 

The  town  was  organized  in  1858,  and  embraced 
the  south  half  of  St.  Wendol,  theeast  half  of  College- 
ville,  and  a portion  of  Avon,  making  a total  area 
of  81  square  miles.  It  has  been  gradually  re- 
duced to  its  present  limits,  by  the  establishment  of 
the  boundaries  of  the  towns  above  mentioned. 


Its  area  is  now  36  square  miles,  or  23,040  acres, 
of  which  4,078  are  under  cultivation. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  house  of  Peter 
Loso,  and  the  following  officers  elected:  Supervi- 
sors, Moses  Morrison,  Chairman,  John  Lolier,  and 
John  Weber;  Clerk,  John  Payne;  Assessor,  John 
A.  Miller;  Collector,  Nicholas  Rassier;  and  Justi- 
ces of  the  Peace,  Andrew  Schroeder  and  Christian 
Becker. 

A short  distance  west  of  the  village,  and  located 
on  the  South  Fork  of  the  Watab  river,  there  is  a 
flouring  mill,  built  in  1856,  by  William  Roehin, 
which  contained  but  one  run  of  stones,  and  was 
wholly  devoid  of  a bolting  cloth.  It  was  operated 
by  different  parties,  but  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  present  proprietor, Mr.  Danzl,  in  1866.  He  has 
since  made  valuable  improvements,  and  greatly 
increased  the  capacity  of  the  mill,  besides  raising 
the  quality  of  the  flour  to  a high  standard.  Mr. 
Danzl  has  also  a saw  mill  which  stands  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  stream,  and  is  propelled  by 
the  same  water-power. 

The  products  in  1880  wore:  wheat,  47,304  bush- 
els; oats,  25,010  bushels;  corn,  9,885  bushels;  bar- 
ley, 20  bushels;  rye,  103  bushels;  buckwheat,  20 
bushels;  potatoes,  4,090  bushels;  cultivated  hay, 
25  tons;  wild  hay,  1,495  tons;  apples,  47  bushels; 
tobacco,  6 jjoimds ; wool,  1,065  pounds;  butter, 
5,820  pounds;  and  honey,  1,250  pounds. 

VILLAGE. 

The  village  of  St.  Joseph  is  situated  on  sections 
nine  and  ten,  and  lies  on  the  line  of  the  St.  Paul, 
Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  railroad,  seven  miles 
west  of  St.  Cloud,  and  is  one  of  the  most  thrifty 
towns  in  the  county. 

One  of  the  first  settlers  here,  was  J.  H.  Linne- 
mann, who  owns  and  operates  a steam  (louring 
mill  in  the  village.  It  was  built  in  1862,  and  con- 
tains three  run  of  stones  with  a capacity  of  thirty 
barrels  per  day. 

The  building  is  50x50  feet,  and  the  machinery 
is  propelled  by  a thirty  horse-power  engine. 

There  is  a grain  elevator  at  the  depot,  owned  by 
Pillsbury  & Hulbert,  of  Minneapolis.  It  was 
built  in  1879,  and  is  34x36  feet,  with  an  engine- 
room  and  warehouse  attached.  The  capacity  is 
55,000  bushels.  It  is  in'  charge  of  G.  F.  Wilson, 
who  has  handled,  during  the  eight  months  end- 
ing on  the  1st  of  May,  1881,  150,000  bushels  of 
grain. 

St.  Joseph’s  Catholic  Church  is  located  here, 
and  is  under  the  auspices  of  the  Order  of  St. 
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Benedict.  The  liist  mass  held  here  was  by  Father 
Pierz,  in  a small  log  house  about  eighty  rods  from 
the  present  railroad  station,  in  February,  1855. 
Then  services  were  held  at  different  times,  at  the 
house  of  ,T.  II.  Linneman,  but  in  185G,  a log  build- 
ing was  erected,  which  served  the  dual  capacity  of 
church  and  schoolliouse,  and  Father  Wineger  was 
appointed  regular  missionary. 

This  primitive  building  served  the  purposes  of 
a church  until  the  erection  of  the  present  substan- 
tial stone  edifice.  This  was  commenced  in  18G7, 
and  completed  in  1870.  Adjoining  the  church, 
there  is  an  elegant  parsonage,  also  built  of  stone. 

School  district  number  two  has  its  school  in  the 
village,  and  is  the  outgrowth  of  the  school  begun 
in  1856,  in  the  little  log  church.  They  have  a 
good  two-story  building,  and  the  school  is  taught 
by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Benedict.  These  Sisters  also 
keep  an  extensive  boarding-school  for  young 
ladies,  and  on  the  same  grounds,  a home  for  the 
Sisters  has  recently  been  erected. 

The  village  contains  a number  of  stores,  two 
hotels,  wagon  and  blacksmith  shops,  mills,  etc.,  and 
does  the  ordinary  business  of  a thriving  country 
town. 

The  annual  railroad  shipments  at  this  place 
aggregate  more  than  at  any  other  point  in  the 
county. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Casper  Capser,  for  twenty-two  years  a resident 
of  Stearns  county,  and  one  of  the  first  Settlors  in 
St.  Joseph,  is  a native  of  Guars,  Bavaria,  and  was 
born  on  the  16th  of  March,  1828.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  years,  he  commenced  an  apprenticeship 
to  the  hatter’s  trade,  and  served  three  years.  In 
184G,  he  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who 
settled  in  Elk  county,  Pennsylvania.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  apprenticed  himself  to  a blacksmith  in 
Clearfield  county,  where  he  served  three  years, 
and  has  continued  the  business  most  of  the  time 
since.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  he  came  west  to  ex- 
plore the  country,  and  visited  the  site  of  St.  Jo- 
seph and  vicinity.  He  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  prospect,  that  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and 
disposed  of  his  property,  returning  to  Stearns 
county  in  1851).  lie  at  once  took  a claim,  near 
Richmond,  and  also  opened  a blacksmith  shop  at 
St.  Joseph,  which  he  has  operated  ever  since.  Mr. 
Capser  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  M.  A. 
Sehriver;  of  Pennsylvania.  They  have  eight  chil- 
dren. 

T.  Colukntson  was  born  in  Christiansand,  Nor- 


way, on  the  24th  of  December,  1836.  He  was  ed- 
ucated in  telegraphy  at  an  early  age,  and  em- 
ployed as  Government  operator  at  Staranger,  Bre- 
viy,  and  several  other  large  towns.  In  1871,  he 
came  to  America,  and  was  employed  by  the  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as  assistant 
agent  and  telegraph  operator  at  Benson,  for  a time; 
he  was  then  transferred  to  Melrose,  and  for  the 
last  six  years,  has  been  station  agent,  express 
agent,  and  telegraph  operator,  at  St.  Joseph. 

H.  H.  Cleveland  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1828.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  went  to  St.  Johnsbury, 
and  attended  school  there  about  two  years,  after 
which,  he  attended  the  Academy  at  Brownington, 
Vermont,  for  a time.  Returning  to  Canada,  he 
was  employed  at  farming  and  railroading  until 

1852,  when  he  came  to  Illinois  and  drove  a stage 
from  Peoria  to  Bloomington  for  one  year.  In 

1853,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  spent  the  first  whiter  in 
the  pineries,  and  the  following  season,  engaged 
with  Patterson,  Benson,  and  Ward,  driving  stage 
for  them  and  their  successors  for  ten  years.  Then 
was  engaged  in  the  Hudson  Bay  traffic  with  H.  C. 
Burbank  and  otht  rs  until  the  railroad  reached  St, 
Cloud.  Mr.  Cleveland  then  settled  on  a farm  near 
New  Munich,  and  followed  the  plough  for  three 
ytars;  then  returned  to  St.  Cloud,  and  again  re- 
sumed the  freighting  business,  continuing  it  until 
his  removal  to  this  town  in  1880.  His  wife’s 
maiden  name  was  Miss  Sarah  Hutchinson,  with 
whom  he  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  4th  of 
July,  1866. 

Ferdinand  Danzl  is  a native  of  Bavaria,  born 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1835.  When  a young 
man  in  his  native  country,  he  acquired  the 
miller’s  trade,  which  has  been  his  chief  occupa- 
tion through  life.  He  came  to  America  in  1856, 
and  after  remaining  in  Canada  a short  time,  came 
to  St.  Joseph,  arriving  here  on  the  24th  of  June, 
1857.  He  obtained  employment  in  the  mill  which 
he  now  owns,  working  there  for  seven  years.  He 
then  went  east,  and  after  a stay  of  eighteen  months 
in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  returned  to  Ger- 
many, but  came  again  to  America  in  1866,  and 
purchased  the  ffouring  and  saw-mill  near  St. 
Joseph,  which  lie  now  carries  on,  besides  operat- 
ing a farm  in  the  vicinity.  Mr.  Danzl  was  mar- 
ried on  the  14th  of  August,  1866,  to  Miss  Catha- 
rine Ebent;  of  eight  children,  the  result  of  this 
union,  but  six  are  living.  One  of  his  children,  a 
bright  little  girl,  was  caught  in  the  gearing  of  the 
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mill  on  the  lGtli  of  September,  1880,  receiving 
injuries  from  which  sho  died  twenty-six  hours 
lifter. 

Thomas  Danzi,  is  u native  of  Funstraus,  Ger- 
many, born  on  the  3d  of  May,  1829.  When 
eighteen  years  of  age  he  began  to  learn  the 
cooper's  trade,  at  which  he  continued  three  years; 
he  was  then  engaged  on  a farm  one  year;  was 
employed  in  a sugar  refinery  at  Estraeg,  and  after- 
wards in  a coll'ee  house  the  same  length  of  time. 
He  then  returned  to  his  former  home,  but  soon 
after,  in  1860,  came  to  America,  settling  on  his 
farm  north  of  St.  Joseph,  in  May  of  the  same 
year.  In  1873,  he  moved  to  St.  Joseph  and  opened 
a saloon  which  he  still  conducts;  he  has  also  been 
Postmaster  for  three  years.  Mr.  Danzi  was  mar- 
ried on  the  28th  of  May,  I860,  to  Miss  F.  Kies- 
miller;  they  have  had  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living. 

J.  W.  Koop,  head  miller  at  Linnemann’s  Mills, 
was  born  at  Dersum,  Germany,  on  the  Gtli  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1855.  Ilis  home  was  with  his  parents  un- 
til sixteen  years  of  age,  after  which  lie  was  em- 
ployed on  the  neighboring  farms  until  1873,  when 
he  came  to  America,  and  has  been  a resident  of 
St.  Joseph  ever  since.  Mr.  Koop  obtained  em- 
ployment with  J.  H.  Linnemann  soon  after  his 
arrival,  and  still  works  for  him.  He  first  drove  a 
team,  then  was  engineer  and  assistant  in  the  flour- 
ing mill,  and  has  been  head  miller  for  the  last  four 
years.  He  was  married  on  the  11th  of  July,  1878, 
to  Miss  Regina  Linnemann,  of  St.  Joseph,  who  died 
after  one  year  and  three  days  of  wedded  life. 

James  Kkouoh  is  a native  of  Wexford  county, 
Ireland,  and  was  born  about  1811.  He  was  left 
an  orphan  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  and  soon  after, 
was  bound  in  apprenticeship  to  a sea  captain,  but 
at  the  end  of  two  years,  located  in  Canada,  and 
was  employed  on  the  St.  Lawrence  river  and  the 
lakes  for  ten  years.  Then  removed  to  New  York 
State,  and  in  184G,  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  and  mining  for  three  years. 
Tn  1849,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  at  Sauk 
Rapids,  but  in  1853,  removed  to  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  built  a house  on  the  Sauk 
river,  in  the  present  town  of  St.  Cloud;  this  was 
probably  the  first  farm-house  built  in  Stearns 
county.  Mr.  Kcough  resided  on  this  farm  until 
about  ten  years  ago,  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent homo  in- St.  Joseph.  Ho  was  married  in  June, 
1855,  to  Catharine  Brady.  They  have  had  six 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 


P.  H.  Lev,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Stearns  coun- 
ty, was  born  near  Koine,  on  the  Rhine,  Prussia, 
on  the  15th  of  September,  1833.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  in  the  spring  of  1842,  they 
settling  on  a farm  in  Fond  du  Lao  county,  Wis- 
consin. Here  the  subject  of  our  sketch  grew  to 
manhood,  in  the  meantime  acquiring  the  art  of 
engineering.  In  1857,  lie  came  to  St.  Martin, 
Stearns  county,  where  he  was  engaged  with  his 
father  on  a farm  for  some  time.  In  1858,  he  went 
to  Michigan,  but  after  a stay  of  two  years,  returned 
to  St.  Martin,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits, until  the  Indian  outbreak,  in  which  he  took 
an  active  part,  narrowly  escaping  death  at  the 
hands  of  the  savages  on  several  occasions.  After 
the  Indian  war,  he  again  engaged  in  farming  until 
1871,  when  he  moved  to  Melrose,  and  kept  the 
Railroad  House  at  that  place  for  a number  of 
years,  after  which  he  came  to  St.  Joseph,  built  the 
Railroad  Hotel,  and  has  since  been  its  proprietor. 

Fetish  Loso,  (deceased)  the  first  white  settler  in 
St.  Joseph,  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  25th  of 
February,  1824.  On  first  coming  to  America,  he 
settled  in  La  Fayette,  Indiana,  and  remained  un- 
til the  summer  of  1854,  when  lie  came  to  Stearns 
county,  and  made  a claim  on  sections  nine  and  ten, 
adjoining  the  present  village  of  St.  Joseph,  on 
which  he  resided  a short  time.  He  also  pre-empted 
a portion  of  the  town  site,  on  which  he  moved 
within  a year,  still  cultivating  his  farm.  About 
1863,  lie  bought  a flouring  and  saw  mill,  within  a 
few  miles  of  the  village,  moved  his  family  there 
and  carried  on  the  mills,  until  1867,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  the  property,  returned  to  St.  Joseph,  and 
built  the  Washington  Hotel,  which  he  conducted 
in  connection  with  his  farm,  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  27th  of  October,  1877.  Mr.  Loso 
was  married  to  Miss  Margaretlia  Fiedler,  daughter 
of  M.  Fiedler,  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  St.  Jo- 
seph. They  have  had  ten  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  living. 

G.  A.  Marshall,  dates  his  birth  in  Germany,  on 
the  19th  of  J uly,  1838.  The  family  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1853,  and  settled  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  but  in  the  spring  of  1855,  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  settled  on  the  farm  where  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  now  resides.  His  father  died  on  the 
10th  of  May,  1881,  and  Mr.  Marshall  now  owns 
the  old  homestead.  He  was  elected  Town  Clerk 
in  1873,  and  has  held  the  position  nearly  ever 
since.  Miss  Annie  M.  Suck  became  his  wife  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1866.  Six  daughters  gatli- 
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er  around  the  family  litiu'tlistone,  but  their  only 
son  is  dead. 

Nicholas  Rassier,  for  twenty-seven  years  n res- 
ilient of  Stearns  county,  and  one  of  the  lirst  set- 
tlers in  Ht.  Joseph,  is  a native  of  Loslieim,  Ger- 
many, born  on  the  19th  of  January,  1828.  His 
father  owned  a large  farm  on  which  Nicholas  was 
employed  during  his  residence  in  the  old  country. 
In  1852,  he  came  to  America,  and  after  a short 
stay  in  the  Atlantic  States,  came  to  Detroit,  Mich- 
igan, residing  in  that  city  and  vicinity,  nearly  two 
years.  He  then  visited  Indiana  and  Chicago,  af- 
ter which  he  came  to  Stearns  county  (not  then  or- 
ganized) on  the  9th  of  November,  1854.  He  se- 
lected the  claim  on  which  he  now  lives,  near  St. 
Joseph,  the  same  year,  and  has  grown  up  with  the 
country,  taking  an  active  interest  in  the  progress- 
ive  alfairsof  his  neighborhood,  and  holding  a num- 
ber of  important  local  ollices,  the  duties  of  which 
he  has  discharged  with  marked  ability.  Miss  Su- 
san Flescli,  of  Wisconsin,  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Rassier,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1857.  Of  nine  child- 
ren which  they  have  had,  but  seven  are  living. 

Rev.  Clemens  Staub,  a pioneer  missionary  of 
Stearns  county,  is  a native  of  Baar,  Canton  of 
Zug,  Switzerland,  born  on  the  10th  of  August, 
1819.  After  receiving  the  usual  preparatory  edu- 
cation, he  commenced  to  study  for  the  ministry 
in  the  city  of  Zug,  in  1844,  and  thence  to  Lu- 
zerne, where  he  remained  one  year,  after  which  he 
entered  the  Swiss  army  and  was  in  active  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  In  November,  1847, 
he  entered  the  College  of  the  Benedictine  Fathers, 
at  Foralbcrg,  Austria,  where  he  remained  one 
year.  Came  to  America  in  February,  1849,  going 
at  once  to  the  Abbey  of  St.  Vincent,  Pennsyl- 
vania, where  he  completed  his  theological  studies, 
and  was  ordained  priest,  by  Cardinal  Bedini,  in 
December,  1852.  He  was  soon  appointed  German 
missionary  in  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  was 
also  Procurator  of  the  Abbey  for  six  years.  In 
1857,  he  was  sent  as  missionary  priest,  to  Minne- 
sota, arriving  in  St.  Joseph,  in  May,  of  the  same 
year,  and  was  appointed  assistant  to  Father  Bruno. 
Father  Staub  held  the  first  service  at  the  [Maces 
now  known  as,  New  Munich,  Moire's  Grove,  St. 
Martin,  Lake  George,  and  Lake  Henry,  and  gave 
the  present  names  to  the  towns  of  New  Munich, 
St.  Martin  and  St.  Wendel.  He  visited  those 
places  -regularly  for  three  years,  in  all  kinds  of 
weather,  traveling  most  of  tho  time  on  foot.  He 
then  officiated  as  parish  priest  in  St.  .Joseph  and 


St.  Cloud,  one  year  and  a half  in  each  place.  In 
June,  18011,  lie  took  ehargo  of  tho  Assumption 
Church,  at  St.  Paul,  which  ho  retained  for  thir- 
teen years  and  four  montlis,  during  which,  he 
built  the  large  church,  school,  and  parsonage. 
He  was  also  Vicar-general  for  twelve  years,  of 
the  Diocese  of  St.  Paul,  but  was  called  from 
thence  by  Abbot  Edelbrock,  of  St.  John’s  Col- 
lege, to  fill  the  position  of  Prior  of  the  Monas- 
tery at  that  institution.  After  remaining  one 
year  and  a half,  lie  was  appointed  to  the  charge 
of  St.  Joseph’s  Church,  at  St.  Joseph,  which  posi- 
tion he  now  fills. 

Jacob  C.  Staples,  deceased,  was  born  in  Lin- 
nington,  York  county,  Maine,  on  the  6th  of 
March,  1801.  When  a young  man  he  learned  the 
trade  of  clothier,  but  abandoned  it  for  the  car- 
penter’s trade,  which  he  followed  in  connection 
with  farming  in  his  native  county  until  1839. 
Then  removed  to  Waldo  county,  and  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  also  worked  as  ship  carpenter 
until  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1854.  On  his  arri- 
val here,  he  selected  a claim  on  sections  twenty- 
six  and  twenty-seven,  which  was  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  the  29th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1879.  . He  was  married  on  the  30th  of  March, 
1828,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Small.  They  have  ten 
children,  nine  sons  and  one  daughter,  all  reside  in 
Minnesota. 

Jacob  Staples,  a son  of  the  subject  of  the 
above  brief  sketch,  was  bprn  in  Waldo  county, 
Maine,  on  the  6th  of  December,  1841.  Caine  to 
Minnesota  with  the  family,  and  resided  at  home 
until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Second  Min- 
nesota Heavy  Artillery,  serving  one  year.  Re- 
turning from  the  army,  he  settled  on  a farm  in 
Paynesville,  but  in  the  spring  of  1881,  returned 
to  the  old  homestead,  which  he  now  owns. 


ST.  MARTIN. 

CHAPTER  CXIII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  — EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 
GANIZATION  VILLAGE — SCHOOLS— AGRICULTURAL 

STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  township  lies  near  the  center  of  the  coun- 
ty. It  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
2,983  are  under  cultivation,  and  embraces  all  of 
township  124  north,  range  32  west. 

The  southern  part  of  the  town  is  watered  by  the 
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Hank  river,  along  the  banka  of  which  arc  Homo 
lino  meadows,  hordored  by  a beautiful  rolling 
prairie.  The  northern  part  is  brush  and  timber, 
with  some  Hwamp  and  marsh  land. 

In  1857,  a settlement  was  made  south  of  the 
river,  by  Henry  Ley,  J.  C.  Noll,  Peter  Hahn, 
Peter  Kulil,  and  Peter  Frevel.  Mr.  Ley  fell  from 
a wagon  and  was  killed,  in  1865.  Mr.  Kulil  died 
the  same  year,  and  Hahn,  Frevel,  and  Noll  still 
reside  here.  North  of  the  river,  the  first  perma- 
nent settler  was  William  Bosworth,  in  1857.  He 
was  followed  during  the  same  year  by  Eben  and 
W.  A.  Pillsbury,  and  the  year  following  quite  a 
number  arrived,  mostly  Americans,  so  that  tliis 
came  to  be  known  as  the  American  settlement.  Of 
these,  the  Bosworth  family  only  remain,  the  others 
having  either  moved  away  or  crossed  the  dark 
river. 

In  1858,  a line  of  stages  between  Ht.  Cloud  and 
Fort  Abercrombie  opened  a public  thorouhgfare 
along  the  valley,  and  passed  through  this  town  on 
the  north  side  of  the  river.  A Post-ollice,  called 
Kennebec,  was  established  at  the  residence  of 
Eben  Pillsbury,  but  both  stage-route  and  Post- 
otlice  were  discontinued  on  the  completion  of  the 
railroad  to  Melrose.  The  population  of  the  town, 
in  1880,  was  516  persons. 

The  territory  now  embraced  in  Ht.  Martin  town- 
ship, was  included  in  the  town  of  Verdale,  organ- 
ized in  1858.  In  1859,  Marion  was  organized, 
and  included  all  the  territory  now  contained  in 
Ht.  Martin,  Lake  Henry,  Spring  Hill,  and  a por- 
tion of  Lake  George.  The  name  was  soon  after 
changed  to  Kennebec,  and  the  territory  reduced 
so  as  to  contain  only  what  is  now  Ht.  Martin  and 
Spring  Hill.  The  name  was  again  changed,  in 
1863,  to  Ht.  Martin,  and  the  town  reduced  to  its 
present  limits  on  the-  organization  of  Hpring  Hill, 
in  1871. 

The  officers  elected  at  the  organization  of  Ma- 
rion, now  Ht.  Martin  township,  were:  Hupervisors, 
William  Bosworth,  Chairman,  Andrew  Nett,  and 
,T.  15.  Getchell;  Clerk,  E.  E.  Abbott;  Assessor, 
John  C.  Noll;  and  Collector,  Oscar  It.  Champlin. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  by  a 
Miss  Brooks,  in  the  winter  of  1861  6*2,  in  the 
house  of  William  IJosworth.  This  was  a private 
school,  and  derived  ils  support  chiefly  from  Mr. 
Bosworth.  There  are  now  two  schools  in  the 
township,  one  is  on  section  twenty-three,  and  the 
other  iH  in  the  village  of  Ht.  Martin. 

The  first  house  in  what  is  now  tin*  village  of  Ht. 


Martin,  was  a log  shanty,  16x24  feet,  built  by 
Henry  Ley  in  the  fall  of  1857.  In  1866,  Joseph 
Zimmerman  opened  a general  store  here,  and  about 
the  same  time,  the  Post-otfice  was  established, 
called  Leedston. 

The  village  has  two  general  stores,  three  hotels, 
one  saloon,  three  blacksmith  shops,  two  wagon 
shops,  one  milliner’s  store,  one  shoe  shop,  one 
church,  and  one  school. 

The  products  of  Ht.  Martin  township  in  1880 
were:  wheat,  31,910  bushels;  oats,  14,020  bushels; 
corn,  3,345  bushels;  barley,  270  bushels;  rye,  220 
bushels;  potatoes,  2,625  bushels;  wild  hay,  765 
tons;  apples,  45  bushels;  tobacco,  20  pounds; 
wool,  910  pounds;  butter,  8,870  pounds;  and 
cheese,  100  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William  Bosworth,  the  first  American  settler 
in  what  is  now  the  township  of  Ht.  Martin,  is  a 
native  of  New  York,  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
February,  1807.  In  1843,  he  moved  to  Michigan, 
where  he  remained  till  1857,  then  came  to  Minne- 
sota, arriving  at  Ht.  Paul  on  the  4th  of  May  of 
the  same  year.  He  rented  a farm  on  Bottineau 
Prairie,  near  Osseo,  and  after  putting  the  seed 
into  the  ground,  made  his  first  trip  to  Hauk  Rapids, 
where  he  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  and  fol- 
lowed the  Sauk  valley  up  to  this  place,  staking 
out  a claim,  which  he  afterwards  bought  at  gov- 
ernment price.  In  February  following,  he 
brought  his  family  to  their  new  home.  Ht.  Paul 
was  then  the  chief  market  town  for  this  country, 
requiring  about  ten  days  to  make  the  round  trip; 
camping  out  whenever  night  overtook  the  traveler. 
Mr.  Bosworth  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  organ- 
ization of  the  township,  the  first  meeting  being 
held  in  his  old  claim  shanty.  Ho  was  Chairman 
of  the  first  board  of  Hupervisors,  which  position 
lie  filled  for  a number  of  years,  and  also  held  a 
number  of  minor  town  otfiees.  Mr.  Bosworth 
married  Miss  Eliza  J.  Colvin,  of  New  York,  on  the 
20th  of  July,  1836.  They  have  had  seven  children; 
Hannah  M.,  now  Mrs.  Champlin,  Mary  E.,  now 
Mrs.  Staples,  John  N.,  Charles  C.,  Lora  A.,  now 
Mis  Maoomber,  Phoebe  151.,  now  Mrs.  Payne,  and 
William  E.  In  March,  1879,  Mrs.  Bosworth,  who  was 
in  a declining  state  of  health,  visited  her  daughters, 
Mrs.  Champlin  and  Mrs.  Maoomber,  of  Maple 
Plain,  Hennepin  county,  where  her  health  failed 
so  rapidly  that  she  could  not  return  to  her  holin'. 
After  a few  weeks  of  great  snivel  ing,  she  died  on 
the  27th  of  September,  1879,  surrounded  by  a 
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largo  circle  of  mourning  relatives  and  friends. 

Charles  C.  Boswortii,  the  fourth  son  in  this 
family,  came  to  Minnesota  with  his  father  in  the 
summer  of  1857,  and  assisted  him  in  improving 
] lit-i  farm  in  Hank  valley.  Ifo  now  owns  a part  of 
the  ohl  homestead,  having  built  a line  house  on 
the  same,  affording  his  father  and  the  family  a 
comfortable  home.  He  was  married  on  the  4th 
day  of  April,  1880,  to  Miss  Fannie  A.  Little,  of 
this  township.  Her  parents  were  also  among  the 
early  settlers  in  this  part  of  the  State.  They  have 
one  child,  Julius  F. 

Jacob  Diederichs,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  on  the  29th  of  July,  1843.  He  is  a fair  rep- 
resentative of  the  enterprising  German  element, 
to  which  this  town  owes  much  of  its  prosperity. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  but  an  infant,  and 
his  mother,  about  the  time  he  became  a man.  He 
learned  the  wagon  and  carriage  manufacturing 
business  in  his  native  country,  and  has  given  his 
attention  to  this  business  during  life.  He  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1878,  landing  in 
New  York  on  the  13th  of  July,  and  came  immedi- 
ately to  Lake  Henry,  Minnesota,  but  soon  went  to 
Nortliwood,  Iowa,  where  ho  remained  till  the 
spring  of  1881,  when  he  returned  to  Minnesota 
and  located  in  St.  Martin,  opening  a wagon  and 
carriage  shop,  in  which  he  is  doing  a good  busi- 
ness. He  has  acquired  a good  knowledge  of  the 
English  language,  being  already  able  to  read  and 
write  well.  His  only  relatives  in  this  country  are 
a sister  and  brother. 

Peter  Kuiil,  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  this 
township,  but  now  deceased,  was  of  German  birth, 
being  born  in  Prussia  in  September,  1831.  He 
emigrated  to  America  in  185(1,  coming  directly  to 
Minnesota.  In  (lie  following  year  hi'  visited  the 
town  of  St.  Martin  and  secured  a line  tract  of 
land  on  section  twenty-six,  lying  mostly  on  the 
right  bank  of  Sauk  river.  Here  he  made  a good 
home  for  himself  and  family,  from  whom  lie  was 
separated  by  death  in  November,  18(15.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  town,  and  a worthy 
representative  of  the  German  elomeut,  and  had 
held  the  principal  town  oflices.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Anna  Kirst,  of  Prussia,  just  before  sailing 
for  America  in  185(5.  They  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  living;  Susan,  Peter,  Ma- 
thias, and  Daniel.  Susan  married  Mathias  Butala, 
of  Austria,  in  1877.  Peter  was  born  at  the  old 
homestead  in  September,  1858,  and  has  always 
ived  on  the  farm  selected  by  his  father,  being, 


since  his  father’s  death,  a comfort  and  solace  to 
his  widowed  mother.  He  has  received  both  a Ger- 
• man  and  English  education,  and  for  the  past  three 
years  has  successfully  conducted  the  school  in  this 
neighborhood. 

Henry  Loosuroek,  (the  original  name  of  this 
family  was  Van  Loosbroek  ) was  born  in  Holland 
on  the  13tli  of  February,  1838.  At  the  age  of 
twelve  years,  he  began  to  work  at  the  carpenter 
business,  and  after  seven  years  service,  emigrated 
to  America  and  located  at  Dubuque,  Iowa  where 
he  followed  his  trade  till  the  fall  of  18G8,  when  be- 
came to  Stearns  county,  Minnesota.  After  visit- 
ing several  localities  in  the  county,  settled  in  sec- 
tion thirty-live,  St.  Martin  township,  on  a forty- 
acre  lot  partly  included  in  the  village,  though  not 
platted.  Here  he  followed  his  trade,  besides  en- 
gaging in  some  other  lines  of  business.  In  May, 
1880,  he  opened  a general  merchandise  store,  a 
hotel,  and  boarding  house,  in  all  of  which  he  is 
doing  a good  business.  He  is  the  worthy  Post- 
master of  the  place.  Was  married  on  the  25th  of 
December,  18G2,  at  Fairplay,  Wisconsin,  to  Miss 
Margaret  Heisler.  Their  children  are,  Cecelia, 
Sophia,  Henry,  Edward,  Veronika,  and  Ellen. 


ST.  WENDEL. 

St.  Wendel  lies  in  the  northeastern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  has  an  ’area  of  23,040  acres,  of 
which  1,854  are  under  cultivation.  The  surface  is 
undulating,  and  chiefly  covered  with  timber  and 
swamp  land.  Some  of  the  latter  is  being  drained, 
and  thus  converted  into'  valuable  hay  meadows. 
The  south  fork  of  Watab  river  flows  in  a north- 
easterly direction  across  the  southeast  part,  and  a 
number  of  small  creeks  meander  through  the  town 
in  various  directions.  A number  of  lakes  dot  the 
surface,  the  largest  of  which  is  Watab  Lake  in 
the  southeast,  and  Big  Marsh  Lake  in  the  north- 
east. 

Probably  the  first  settler  in  this  town  was  a Air. 
Merkling,  who  settled  on  section  thirty-foui  some 
time  prior  to  1854,  but  does  not  now  reside  in  the 
town.  K.  Eicli  settled  on  section  twenty-four  in 
1854,  and  still  lives  there,  the  oldest  settler  in  the 
town.  John  Haar  made  a claim  on  section  twenty- 
six  in  185(5,  and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
John  I.  Salter,  the  present  ellicient  Town  Clerk, 
and  one  of  the  most  worthy  men  in  the  township, 
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came  to  liis  present  farm,  on  section  twenty-two,  in 
1867. 

This  territory  was  a part  of  Brookway  for  many 
years,  but  organized  with  the  name  of  Hancock, 
in  the  spring  of  1868,  and  changed  to  St.  Wen  del 
the  same  summer.  Tlio  first  records  were  kept  on 
sli|is  of  paper  which  cannot  now  be  found.  John 
I.  Salter  was  the  first  Chairman  of  Supervisors, 
and  the  first  Town  Clerk. 

There  is  a German  Catholic  Church  situated  on 
section  six.  It  is  a neat  frame  building.  Father 
Anthony  visits  the  congregation  twice  a month. 

There  are  three  school  districts,  in  which  school 
is  kept  a portion  of  the  year. 

The  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  & Manitoba  railroad 
crosses  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town,  where 
there  is  a station  named  Collegeville. 

The  population  of  St.  Wendel,  according  to  the 
census  of  1880,  was  510  persons. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
the  products  of  this  town  were:  wheat,  17,654 
bushels;  oats,  16,168  bushels;  corn,  4,285  bush- 
els; barley,  142  bushels;  rye,  90  bushels;  pota- 
toes, 2,891  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  20  tons;  wild 
hay,  907  tons;  wool,  836  pounds;  butter,  8,012 
pounds;  and  honey,  3 pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  I.  Saltish  was  born  in  Devonshire,  En- 
gland, on  the  3d  of  April,  1826,  where  he  lived 
till  seven  years  of  age.  Then  the  family  moved 
to  Portage,  now  Summit  county,  Ohio,  where 
they  still  reside.  John  I.  enjoyed  common 
school  privileges  as  a boy,  entered  the  freshman 
class  in  Obcrlin  College,  and  soon  after,  the  same 
class  in  St.  John’s  College,  whore  he  attended 
about  two  years,  lie  graduated  in  the  medical 
department  at  Middlobury  College,  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  lie  practice  Ids  profession  about  one  year 
at  Grand  Haven,  Michigan,  then  went  into  the 
milling  business,  and  subsequently,  into  the  gro- 
cery business  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  Enlisted  at 
the  latter  place,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  in  Company 
K,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
but  soon  after  was  transferred  to  a cavalry  com-, 
puny.  The  company  was  enlisted  by  Governor 
Marshall,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Rockwood. 
Mr.  Salter  was  promoted  to  the  Lieutenancy,  and 
during  the  greater  part  of  his  term  of  service, 
had  command  of  the  company.  He  had  charge 
of  one  hundred  men  for  a time  at  Sauk  Centre. 
After  the  close  of  the  war,  lie  engaged  in  the  fur 


trade  about  fifteen  months,  but  finally,  in  1867, 
removed  to  his  present  farm,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  Mr.  Salter  has  been  closely  identified  with 
public  affairs  since  coming  to  the  town.  He  has 
filled  the  several  positions  of  Supervisor,  Clerk, 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  other  local  ollices.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Roxy  B.  Ran- 
dolph, in  August,  1850.  She  is  a native  of  Madi- 
son county,  Ohio,  and  was  born  on  the  31st  of 
July,  1830. 


SAUK  CENTRE. 

CHAPTER  CXIV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  BEGINNINGS AGRI- 
CULTURAL STATISTICS VILLAGE MANUFACTURES 

BANKS BAND  — CHURCHES SOCIETIES — SCHOOL 

- -NEWSPAPERS RAILROAD BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Sauk  Centre  township  lies  in  the  northwest  part 
of  Stearns  county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  26,- 
880  acres,  of  which  3,410  are  under  cultivation. 
The  Sauk  river  enters  the  town  from  the  north, 
and  flows  in  a southeasterly  direction,  leaving 
about  one  third  of  the  territory  on  the  east  side, 
which  is  chiefly  timber,  although  a narrow  strip  of 
prairie  fringes  the  river.  That  portion  lying  west 
of  the  river  is  an  open  prairie.  The  soil  near  the 
river  is  a dark  sandy  loam,  while  the  higher  por- 
tions consist  of  a dark  clay  loam,  with  a clay  sub- 
soil. 

There  are  a number  of  beautiful  lakes  in  the. 
township,  the  most  important  of  which  is  Sauk 
Lake.  This  beautiful  sheet  of  water  is  about  eleven 
miles  in  length,  with  an  average  breadth  of  half  a 
mile.  The  southern  extremity  of  the  lake  is  at 
the  village  of  Sank  Centre,  and  the  north  end 
reaches  a long  distance  into  Todd  county.  Fish, 
of  the  different  varieties  peculiar  to  the  locality, 
abound  in  its  waters.  Cedar  and  McCormie  lakes 
are  small,  but  beautiful,  lying  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  town. 

About  1854,  an  old  artist  from  some  eastern 
city,  accompanied  by  his  daughter,  settled  on  the 
bank  of  Lake  Kandotta,  about  four  miles  from  the 
present  site  of  Sauk  Centre.  He  laid  out  a town 
there,  and  lived  amid  the  wild  and  beautiful  scen- 
ery which  his  poetic  soul  almost  worshiped,  until 
driven  out  by  the  blood-thirsty  savages,  in  1862. 
He  never  returned  to  his  beautiful  home,  and  his 
land  has  been  reclaimed  by  others.  In  1856,  the 
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first  settlers  arrived  and  settled  where  the  village 
of  Sauk  Centre  now  stands.  This  settlement  con- 
sisted of  what  was  known  as  the  Sauk  Centre  Town 
Site  Company,  consisting  of  seven  persons,  the 
leading  Hpirif  in  the  enterprise  being  Alexander 
Moons  who  was  acting  as  agent  for  his  mother, 
Rachel  Moore. 

The  improvements  of  that  year  consisted  of  an 
excavation  in  the  bluff  near  the  river,  which  was 
lined  with  poles,  and  appropriated  to  tho  general 
uses  of  a squatter's  shanty.  The  outlines  of  a town- 
site  were  also  staked  out,  the  township  not  yet 
having  been  sub-divided.  In  June,  1857,  the  erec- 
tion of  a dam  across  the  Sauk  river  was  commenced 
by  Moore  and  Jacques,  and  nearly  completed  dur- 
ing the  summer  and  fall.  A small  log  house  was 
also  built  by  the  company,  when  operations  were 
discontinued  on  account  of  hard  times,  resulting 
from  the  financial  crisis  of  that  year.  S.  M.  Bruce 
having  purchased  an  interest  in  the  enterprise, 
was  left  in  possession  of  the  claim  during  the  win- 
ter of  1857-58,  while  most  of  his  associates  retired 
to  more  civilized  communities.  When  the  ice  broke 
up,  in  the  spring  of  1858,  the  dam  was  carried 
away,  but  rebuilt  in  1860,  and  a small  saw  mill 
put  in  operation  that  fall.  During  the  same  sum- 
mer, Jesse  Draper  built  a blacksmith  shop  on  the 
lot  now  owned  by  S.  M.  Bruce. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  settlers  for  any  pur- 
pose, was  on  the  16th  of  July,  1857,  when  they 
formed  what  was  known  as  the  Hank  Valley  Claim 
Association,  with  Constitution  and  By-Laws.  The 
object  of  the  Association  was  the  protection  of 
claims  and  the  preservation  of  good  feeling  among 
the  settlers.  Tho  members  were : S.  M.  Bruce, 
President;  Moses  W.  Adley,  Vice  President;  Ed. 

( libson,  Secretary ; William  T.  Dingloy,  Edward 
K.  .Jacques,  Sidney  A.  Irish,  N.  (1.  Bradly,  Charles 
1*.  Pollard,  and  Robert  Wheeler. 

After  a few  meetings,  the  Association  was  dis- 
banded because  of  the  disadvantages  arising  from 
being  compelled  to  hold  claims  for  parties  not  in- 
terested in  the  progress  of  the  town. 

Through  the  strenuous  efforts  of  S.  M.  Bruce, 
a Post-office  was  established  here  in  1858,  and  W. 
Adley  appointed  Postmaster.  The  first  store  was 
opened  by  Pendergast  & Fish  in  the  spring  of 
1861,  in  what  is  now  known  as  James’  addition  to 
Sauk  Centre,  but  then  about  forty  rods  beyond 
the  town-site  line.  Joseph  Capser  kept  the  first 
store  within  the  village  limits,  in  1864.  In  1861, 
II.  A.  Boobar  built  a dwelling  house  and  moved 
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into  it  with  his  family.  In  1863,  the  hotel,  known 
as  the  Sauk  Centre  House,  was  built  by  W.  Adley; 
a small  dwelling  house  by  Stephen  Bailey,  and 
tho  main  part  of  the  store  building  on  the  corner 
of  Main  and  Third  streets,  now  owned  by  .) . Cap- 
Her,  was  built  and  occupied  as  a family  residence 
by  Alexander  Moore. 

During  the  Indian  outbreak  in  1862,  a stockade 
was  built  around  the  residence  of  Solomon  Pender- 
gast, and  several  houses  were  afterwards  built  with- 
in the  enclosure.  A military  post  was  established 
here,  which  had  the  desired  effect,  that  of  pre- 
venting the  Indians  from  approaching  any  nearer 
the  settlements  in  this  direction. 

In  1863,  the  original  town-site  was  laid  out  and 
platted  by  Rachel  Moore,  and  during  that  year, 
Alexander  Moore,  as  her  agent,  built  a small  grist 
mill  containing  two  sets  of  buhrs.  Joseph  Cap- 
ser opened  his  store  the  following  year,  and  Mark 
Bedell  opened  a blacksmith  shop,  which  were  the 
only  improvements  worthy  of  note  until  1865  and 
’66,  emigration  to  the  frontier  having  almost  en- 
tirely ceased  since  1861,  as  a result  of  the  Civil 
and  Indian  Wars  during  those  years. 

The  real  growth  of  the  town  may  be  dated  from 
1865,  since  when  it  has  steadily  increased  in  popu- 
lation and  wealth,  and  advanced  in  importance 
and  substantial  improvements. 

Although  the  progress  of  the  town  since  1865 
has  been  rapid,  yet  it  has  not  been  without  its 
drawbacks.  In  July,  1867,  the  dam  and  mills 
were  swept  away  aitd  entirely  destroyed  by  a 
freshet,  and  in  March,  187U,  several  of  the  most 
important  business  houses  were  consumed  by  fire, 
but  by  the  energy  and  co-operation  of  the  leading 
citizens,  the  structures  destroyed  in  both  instances, 
were  speedily  replaced  by  others  more  valuable 
and  substantial. 

The  first  school  meeting  was  held  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1861.  S.  Ramsdell  was  Moderator,  and 
S.  M.  Bruce  was  elected  Clerk.  The  district  em- 
braced the  whole  of  the  present  township.  The 
first  teacher  was  Miss  Nellie  Harmon,  now  Mrs. 
Frank  Holmes,  of  Minneapolis.  She  was  boarded 
by  the  lowest  bidder,  at  ninety  cents  per  week. 

The  first  German  settler  here  was  Joseph  Cap- 
ser, who  came  in  1864.  He  was  followed,  during 
that  and  the  two  following  years,  by  Anthony 
Miller,  Fred  Borgmann,  Joseph  Ebensteiner,  Henry 
Kalkman,  George  Gruber,  and  others.  Many  of 
the  most  energtic  business  men  and  farmers  of 
Sauk  Centre  are  found  among  this  nationality. 
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While  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  village  was 
being  brought  within  the  pale  of  civilization,  the 
territory  embraced  within  the  present  limits  of 
Hank  Centre  township  was  also  keeping  step  with 
the  march  of  improvement.  Claims  were  staked  out, 
the  virgin  prairie  was  turned  overby  the  breaking- 
plow,  claim  shanties  and  log  cabins  were  erected, 
roads  and  bridges  were  built,  families  grew  up, 
schools  were  inaugurated,  and  later,  the  primitive 
board  and  log  shanty  was  superseded  by  the  frame 
and  brick  dwelling,  until  now,  Sauk  Centre  township 
ranks  among  the  finest  in  the  county.  The  agri- 
cultural report  for  1880  shows  the  following  pro- 
ducts: wheat,  32,344  bushels;  oats,  18,855  bush- 
els; corn,  3,560  bushels;  barley,  525  bushels; 
rye,  345  bushels;  buckwheat,  4 bushels;  potatoes, 
1,522  bushels;  beans,  4 bushels;  sugar-cane,  46 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  201  tons;  flax-seed,  330 
bushels;  wild  hay,  1,033  tons;  timothy  seed,  25 
bushels;  apples,  34  bushels;  butter,  5,755  pounds; 
cheese,  1,200  pounds;  and  honey,  15  pounds. 

There  are  six  school  districts  in  the  township, 
including  two  joint  districts,  in  which  good  schools 
are  kept  during  the  regular  terms.  The  popula- 
tion, according  to  the  last  census,  was  398  persons. 

A brickyard  is  can'ied  on  by  Mr.  Fanglmrn, 
which  produces  about  500,000  brick  annually. 
An  average  of  seven  men  are  employed,  and  the 
brick  are  of  a very  superior  quality. 

VILLAGE  OF  SAUK  CENTRE. 

A brief  sketch  of  the  early  beginnings  in  this 
beautiful  and  thriving  village,  in  its  relation  to  the 
history  of  the  township,  has  just  been  given,  and 
the  continuation,  which  here  follows,  will  be  con- 
fined chiefly  to  the  further  progress  and  develop- 
ment of  the  village. 

Situated  at  the  foot  of  Sauk  Lake,  which  forms 
a reservoir  covering  an  area  of  ten  square  miles, 
in  addition  to  a numerous  chain  of  lakes  above, 
fed  by  the  Sauk  river,  and  with  twelve  feet  head 
of  water,  Sauk  Centre  has  one  of  the  best  and  most 
reliable  water- powers  northwest  of  St.  Anthony 
Falls,  affording  motive  power  for  the  development 
of  large  manufacturing  interests. 

The  village  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  approved  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1876,  and  the  first  election  held  on  the  28th  of 
March,  following,  at  the  olfice  of  L.  L.  West.  II. 
L.  Sage  and  F.  M.  Meigs  were  judges  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  E.  I’.  Itanium,  Clerk.  The  first  officers 
were:  President.,  It.  It.  Palmer;  Trustees,  L.  E. 

Coe,  T.  Fladeland,  and  S.  Uoidlomnn;  Recorder, 


E.  P.  Barnum;  Treasurer,  E.  Oakford;  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  J.  D.  Carr  and  L.  L.  West;  and  Con- 
stables, H.  A.  Boobar  and  John  II.  Dennis. 

There  is  a village  library  containing  five  hun- 
dred volumes  of  choice  selections  from  standard 
literature.  Miss  Mollie  Tobey  is  Librarian. 

The  population  of  the  village,  according  to  the 
census  of  1880,  was  1,201. 

MANUFACTURES. 

T.  C.  McClure’s  Flouring  Mill. — This  mill 
was  built  by  Moore  k McClure  in  I860,  and  had  a 
capacity  of  seventy-five  barrels  per  day.  In  1869, 
Mr.  McCclure  became  sole  proprietor,  since  when, 
substantial  improvements,  both  in  mill  and  ma- 
chinery, have  been  made.  The  main  building  is 
40x50  feet,  and  four  stories  high. 

It  has  six  sets  of  buhrs  and  six  run  of  stones, 
with  a capacity  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels 
per  day.  The  elevator  is  35x40  feet,  with  six  bins, 
and  a storage  capacity  of  25,000  bushels;  there  is 
also  a storage  room  30x40  feet. 

Lakota  Roller  Flouring  Mill. — This  was 
built  in  the  summer  of  1872,  by  a corporation, 
called  the  Kellogg  Mill  Company.  In  the  fall  of 
1875,  this  firm  went  into  bankruptcy,  and  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  Harmon,  Holmes  k Co.,  the.  present 
owners,  bought  the  property  at  the  assignee’s  sale. 
The  mill  proper  is  50x70  feet,  and  four  stories  high, 
including  basement.  It  is  constructed  on  the 
Hungarian  plan,  and  has  a daily  capacity  of  three 
hundred  barrels.  The  motive  power  is  a Corliss 
engine  of  225  horse-power.  The  elevator  is  also 
owned  by  the  company.  It  is  40x40  feet,  and  has 
twenty -two* bins,  with  a capacity  of  40,000  bushels. 

Little  Sauk  Mill  — This  mill  is  located  on 
the  Sauk  river,  in  Todd  county,  but  is  tributary 
to  Sauk  Centre,  the  flour  being  shipped  at  this 
point.  It  was  built  in  1873,  by  Alexander  Moore, 
but  passed  into  the  hands  of  McNiece  Brothers 
it  Carpenter,  the  present  proprietors,  in  March, 
1879.  The  main  building  is  32x50  feet,  and  three 
and  a half  stories  high,  including  the  basement. 
The  power  is  furnished  by  water,  and  the  daily 
capacity  is  one  hundred  barrels. 

Hoople’s  (train  Elevator  and  Saw  Mill — 
In  the  fall  of  1873,  Nelson  Hoople  erected  an  ele- 
vator for  the  storage  of  flax  seed  for  the  Linseed 
Oil  Company,  of  Minneapolis,  which  was  used 
for  that  purpose  until  1875,  but  has  since  been 
utilized  for  the  storage  of  wheat.  It  is  30x18 
feet,  and  has  twelve  bins,  with  a capacity  of  eigh- 
teen thousand  bushels. 
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Tlxe  saw  mill  was  erected  in  1880,  and  furnished 
with  a fine  engine  of  25  liorse-power,  and  an  im- 
proved Hue  boiler.  This  mill  has  facilities  for 
manufacturing  fifty  thousand  feet  of  lumber  per 
week. 

Mann  & Allison’s  Machine  Shop  and  Foun- 
dky — The  initiatory  steps  to  this  enterprise  were 
taken  by  Allison  & Brown,  in  March,  1877,  when 
they  erected  a machine  shop  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  mill  mid  agricultural  machinery. 
After  operating  one  and  a half  years,  business 
was  suspended  until  April,  1880,  when  the  pres- 
ent firm  of  Mann  & Allison  established  a machine 
shop  and  foundry  combined;  Mr.  Mann,  who  is 
a practical  moulder,  having  charge  of  the  foun- 
dry, and  Mr.  Allison,  a practical  machinist,  super- 
intending the  other  department.  Mill  and  farm 
machinery  is  the  principal  work  in  the  machinist 
department,  while  the  foundry  has  facilities  for 
general  work,  although  the  present  specialties  are 
sleigh  shoes,  knees,  etc. 

Novelty  Wood  Works — The  proprietors  of 
these  works,  C.  O.  Hoffman,  J.  W.  Bruce,  and  J. 
W.  Gray,  established  the  business  in  November, 
1880,  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  a want  long  felt 
in  Sauk  Centre,  the  manufacture  of  doors,  sash, 
blinds,  cornice,  and  all  kinds  of  cabinet  work. 
This  company  report  the  results  of  their  enter- 
prise as  very  satisfactory,  and  the  prospect  for  the 
future,  in  the  same  terms. 

Fanning  Mill  Factory — This  factory  is  situ- 
ated near  the  depot,  south  of  the  railroad  track, 
and  is  owned  by  Henry  Keller.  It  is  said  that 
the  best  fanning  mill  in  the  Northwest  is  manu- 
factured at  this  establishment. 

Banks — There  are  two  private  banks  in  the 
village,  both  of  which  rest  upon  a solid  basis, 
and  are  reliable  and  truthwortliy. 

The  “ Citizens  Bank  of  Sauk  Centre  ” was 
established  by  Andrew  J.  Smith,  the  present  pro- 
prietor, in  May,  1872,  he  having  arrived  here  but 
a month  before. 

T1  io  “Bank  of  Sauk  Centre”  was  established 
by  Solomon  Pendergast  and  Lucas  Kells,  and 
opened  on  the  1st  of  September,  1880.  Mr.  Pen- 
dergast is  President,  and  Mr.  Kells,  Cashier. 

Sauk  Centre  Brass  Band.— Was  organized  in 
1878,  with  ten  pieces,  and  F.  C.  Chase  as  leader. 
The  present  leader  is  E.  P.  Barnum,  and  E.  ,T. 
Leavitt  is  musical  director  and  instructor.  The 
number  of  inst  ruments  has  been  increased  to  fifteen. 

Cemeteries.-  In  1874,  John  11.  Dennis  laid  out 
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and  platted  Oakland  Cemetery,  on  the  northwest 
quarter  of  section  fourteen,  about  one  mile  from 
the  center  of  the  village. 

There  is  also  a small  cemetery  in  the  village, 
owned  by  Mr.  White. 

RELIGIOUS. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church.— The  first  or- 
ganization by  this  denomination  west  of  St.  Cloud, 
was  at  this  place  in  November,  1865.  The  class 
consisted  of  ten  persons,  and  was  organized  by 
Rev.  B.  A.  Kemp.  A conference  was  held  at  St. 
Cloud  on  the  6th  of  December  following,  but  no 
pastor  was  appointed  to  this  charge.  At  the  con- 
ference held  the  following  year,  however,  J.  H. 
Macomber  was  appointed.  Services  were  held  in 
an  old  sehoolhouse,  and  a parsonage  erected  by 
Mr.  Macomber.  He  was  succeeded  by  Revs. 
Charles  T.  Barkulow,  William  Copp,  F.  H.  Tubbs, 
J.  Milton  Akers,  H.  S.  Hilton,  L.  W.  Wright,  who 
built  the  present  house  of  worship  in  1875  and  ’7(5, 
W.  M.  Speer,  and  A.  W.  Cummings,  the  present 
minister.  The  present  membership  is  about  nine- 
ty-two. 

First  Congregational  Church.  —This  congre- 
gation was  organized  in  January,  1867,  by  Rev. 
A.  Iv.  Fox,  with  thirteen  members.  Rev.  C.  S. 
Harrison  had  held  services  here  frequently  prior 
to  this  time,  but  no  steps  looking  towards  organi- 
zation had  been  taken.  The  church  building  was 
purchased  on  the  31st  of  July,  1872.  It  had  been 
erected  by  a Presbyterian  congregation  which  ex- 
isted here  some  years  before,  but  had  disbanded, 
the  members  mingljng  with  other  denominations. 
The  ministers  who  succeeded  A.  K.  Fox,  were, 
Alpheus  J.  Pike,  who  was  pastor  for  nine  years, 
and  I.  L.  Corey,  the  present  incumbent.  The  con- 
gregation now  consists  of  about  seventy-five 
members. 

The  Church  of  the  Good  Samaritan  -Epis- 
copal.— The  first  Episcopal  services  held  here, 
were  by  Rev.  George  Stewart,  in  an  old  school- 
house,  in  1865,  and  the  church  was  organized  the 
same  year.  Their  present  church  was  erected  in 
1868.  Rev.  T.  C.  Hudson  succeeded  Mr.  Stewart 
and  Rev.  C.  S.  Linsley  is  the  present  minister,  who 
also  holds  regular  service  at  Melrose. 

St.  Paul’s  Church,  Catholic. — The  first  ser- 
vices held  here  by  this  denomination,  were  by 
Father  Mathias,  at  the  house  of  Jose  pl.t  lapser,  in 
the  fall  of  1864. 

The  clergymen  who  have  had  charge  of  the  con- 
gregation here  since,  are,  Fathers  Buch,  in  the 
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winter  of  1865,  Anscar,  wlio  came  occasionally  in 
1866,  Antony  Kapser,  who  had  a mission  here  in 
1807-68,  Burns,  Valentine,  and  Simplicius.  Until 
this  time,  these  priests  were  paid  by  private  sub- 
scription or  free  contribution.  During  1874-75, 
Father  Burgliart  held  services  once  a month,  at 
$200  per  annum.  From  1875  to  1877,  Father 
Schenck,  of  Long  Prairie,  attended  this  place  once' 
a month,  at  an  annual  salary  of  $200.  From  the 
fall  of  1877  to  the  fall  of  1880,  Father  Paul  Ret- 
tenmaier  held  services  twice  a month,  and  received 
$800  per  year.  Father  Meinrad,  of  Melrose,  is  the 
present  priest.  His  visits  are  made  twice  a month 
at  a salary  of  $300  per  annum. 

In  1870,  Joseph  Capser,  Ferd.  Borgman,  Joseph 
Ebensteiner,  Henry  Kallrman,  George  Gruber,  and 
Anthony  Muller  bought  a piece  of  ground  on 
which  to  build  a church.  The  sum  of  $475.00 
was  paid,  Mr.  Capser  paying  $300.00,  and  the 
other  gentlemen  named,  the  balance.  A church 
was  erected  on  the  spot  the  next  year,  and  dedi- 
cated by  Father  Valentine  on  the  30tli  of  J une, 
1871. 

The  first  confirmation  took  place  in  September, 
1875,  by  Bishop  Seidenbush,  who  has  since  held 
two  confirmation  services  here,  one  on  the  30th  of 
June,  1878,  and  the  other  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1881.  This,  congregation  has  always  been  con- 
nected with  an  adjoining  parish. 

Baptist  Church. — Rev.  E.  B.  Haskell  organ- 
ized this  church  in  1878,  with  but  eight  members. 
The  first  services  were  held  in  the  house  of  Deacon 
West,  then  in  Barnum’s  Hall,  but  subsequently, 
the  Congregational  Church  was  hired,  and  occu- 
pied until  the  erection  of  their  present,  church  in 
1879.  Rev.  Haskell  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  W. 
Woodrufi-,  and  he,  by  Rev.  W.  Iv.  Dennis,  the  pres- 
ent minister.  The  membership  now  numbers 
fifty-two. 

SOCIETIES. 

Star  in  the  West  Lodge,  No.  60,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.— -The  first  meeting  of  this  Lodge  was  held 
under  dispensation  on  the  15th  of  December,  1866. 
The  officers  were:  W.  II.  Smith,  W.  M. ; N.  S.( 
Parker,  S.  W. ; and  Lucas  Kells,  J.  W.  The  num- 
ber of  members  was  nine.  The  charter  is  dated 
on  the  23d  of  October,  1867.  The  present  mem- 
bership is  fifty-six,  and  the  officers  are,  A.  Barto, 
W.  M. ; F.  E.  Senrle,  S.  W. ; and  A.  H.  Pettit, 

J.  W. 

Sauk  Centre  Lodge,  No.  34,  I.  O.  O.  F.  This 
Lodge  was  instituted  on  the  1st  of  March,  1872, 


with  five  members.  The  first  officers  were,  A.  M. 
Stiles,  N.  G.;  S.  Beidelman,  V.  G. ; J.  M.  Gilman, 
Sec.;  and  S.  A.  Irish,  Tress. 

Crescent  Encampment,  No.  21-  Was  instituted 
on  the  21st  of  March,  1880,  with  fifteen  members. 
The  officers  were,  C.  M.  Sprague,  C.  P. ; J.  B.  Per- 
kins, S.  W.;  J.  L.  Robbins,  Sec.;  and  S.  Beidelman, 
Treas. 

School.- — An  independent  district  was  organ- 
ized, embracing  the  territory  contained  in  the  vil- 
lage, in  1869,  and  a charter  granted  by  the  Leg- 
islature, approved  in  March,  of  that  year.  The 
first  election,  of  officers,  was  held  on  the  27th  of 
March,  at  which  six  Directors  were  chosen. 

The  first  school  building,  under  the  new  char- 
ter, was  ^erected  in  1870.  Miss  Amelia  Wright 
was  the  first  Principal,  and  Miss  S.  J.  Robbins 
was  teacher  in  the  intermediate  department.  The 
building  has  been  much  enlarged  and  improved, 
and  now  contains  seven  class  rooms.  Seven 
teachers  are  employed,  and  the  rooms  are  classi- 
fied as  follows:  one  high  school,  one  grammar 
school,  two  intermediate,  and  three  primary  depart- 
ments. This  is  the  best  public  school  in  the  county. 

Newspapers. — The  first  newspaper  published  in 
Sauk  Centre  was  the  “Sauk  Valley  News,”  in  the 
winter  of  1866  67,  by  George  McLaughlin,  but  it 
seems  to  have  been  short-lived.  The  following 
summer,  J.  H.  Simonton  started  the  “Sauk  Centre 
Herald,”  the  first  number  appearing  on  the  6th  of 
June,  1867.  This  paper  was  printed  on  the  first 
press  ever  brought  to  Minnesota,  formerly  the 
property  of  James  M.  Goodhue,  who  printed  the 
first  newspaper  in 'the  Territory,  the  “Minnesota 
Pioneer,”  at  St.  Paul,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1849. 

Mr.  Simonton  was  soon  joined  by  his  brother, 
S.  Simonton,  and  the  Herald  continued  to  be  pub- 
lished by  them  until  August,  1879,  when  it  was 
sold  to  Charles  F.  Hemlryx,  who  is  the  present 
able  occupant  of  the  editorial  chair. 

The  paper  is  an  eight-column  folio,  and  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

The  “ Stearns  County  Tribune  ” was  established 
in  1880,  the  first  number  appearing  on  the  25th  of 
November.  It  is  owned  by  Walter  C.  and  J.  V. 
Brower,  and  edited  by  Walter  C.  Brower,  under 
whose  able  management  it  bids  fair,  at  no  distant 
day,  to  rank  second  to  no  paper  in  this  part  of  the 
State. 

Railroad. — Sauk  Centre  was  without  railroad 
facilities  until  August,  1878,  when  the  extension 
of  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  rail- 
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roml  from  Melrose,  passed  through  this  place. 

'J'lio  Depot  was  completed  in  September,  nml 
Mr.  Ulmor  placed  in  charge,  who  was  superseded, 
in  November  following,  hy  J.  A.  Norris,  the  pres- 
ent station  agent. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Frank  Allison,  of  the  firm  of  Mann  & Alli- 
son, is  a native  of  Delaware  county,  New  York, 
born  on  the  5th  of  September,  1850.  In  early 
youth  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Beloit,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  grew  to  manhood.  While  yet  a 
boy,  he  entered  the  machine  shop  of  O.  E.  Mer- 
rill, in  that  city,  where  he  learned  the  machinist’s 
trade  and  was  employed  until  1872.  He  then 
went  to  Chicago,  and  continued  at  his  trade  until 
1877,  when  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  started  a 
machine  shop  in  company  with  a Mr.  Brown, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Allison  & Brown,  but  sub- 
sequently, merged  into  the  now  well  known  ma- 
chine shop  and  foundry  of  Mann  & Allison.  Mr. 
Allison  was  married  in  1876,  to  Dora  Lockwood, 
of  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin.  Their  children 
are,  Harry  and  Myrtle. 

Walter  G.  Brower  was  born  in  the  town  of 
York,  Washtenaw  county,  Michigan,  on  the  29tli 
of  February,  1852,  and  removed  with  his  parents, 
A.  1).  and  Mary  Brower,  to  Long  Prairie,  Minne- 
sota, in  May,  1860.  Too  young  to  be  accepted  as 
a Union  soldier,  he  remained  with  his  parents  dur- 
ing the  war.  In  1870,  he  was  suddenly  attacked 
with  Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis,  and  on  the  third 
day  of  his  sickness  the  sense  of  hearing  became 
a total  loss.  Recovering  from  the  dread  disease, 
without  the  power  of  hearing  any  sound  what- 
ever, he  chose  the  path  of  a journalist  as  the  one 
most  likely  to  prove  profitable,  pleasant,  and  in- 
structive, under  such  circumstances,  and  after 
graduating  at  the  State  Institution  for  the  Deaf, 
at  Faribault,  he  purchased  the  “ Todd  County 
Argus,”  and  issued  his  first  number  December 
27th,  1879.  The  Argus  was  sold  in  October,  1880, 
and  on  the  25th  of  November,  1880,  as  managing 
editor,  he  issued  No.  1,  Vol.  I,  of  the  “Stearns 
County  Tribune.”  Pleasant,  affable,  and  perse-* 
vering,  he  has  established  and  built  up  one  of  the 
best  papers  in  the  State,  under  circumstances  at 
once  trying  and  difficult. 

IIon.  J.  V.  Brower  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Michigan,  in  1845,  where  his  parents  had  moved 
from  the  city  of  Now  York.  He  removed  to  Min- 
nesota and  settled  at  Long  Prairie,  Todd  county, 
in  May,  I860.  Enlisted  in  flu*  First  Minnesota 

30 


Mounted  Bangers,  for  the  Indian  war,  in  1863, 
and  in  1865,  just  before  the  war  closed,  entered 
the  United  States  Navy.  When  the  county  of 
Todd  was  organized,  on  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1867,  he  was  appointed  County  Auditor,  and  there- 
after successively  elected  to  the  same  position  at 
the  fall  elections  in  1867,  1869  and  1871.  During 
his  last  term  as  Auditor  he  was  elected  a member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  1873,  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  as  an  attorney  at  law,  and  upon 
retiring  from  the  office  of  Auditor  by  resignation, 
was  made  County  Attorney  and  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  both  of  which  positions  he  re- 
signed to  accept  the  appointment  of  Receiver  of 
the  United  States  Land  Office  at  St.  Cloud  in  April, 
1874,  immediately  after  which  he  was  made  Reg- 
ister of  the  same  Land  Office,  and  in  December, 
1878,  was  re-appointed,  confirmed,  and  commis- 
sioned as  Register  under  Hayes’  administration, 
soon  after  which  he  voluntarily  retired  from  the 
office.  He  is  now  President  of  the  Sauk  Centre 
Northern  Railway  Company,  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a railroad  from  Sauk  Centre 
to  some  point  on  the  Northern  Pacific,  near  Per- 
liam,  via  Long  Prairie  and  the  Eagle  Valley.  A 
man  of  the  utmost  selfwill  and  energy,  he  has 
worked  his  way  from  the  plow  handles  to  the  po- 
sition of  trust  and  profit  he  now  holds. 

E.  P.  Baunum,  a native  of  Stonington,  Connec- 
ticut, was  born  on  the  16th  of  June,  1831.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  town,  receiving  a 
common  school  education,  but  afterwards  spent 
four  years  at  the  Troy  Conference  Academy,  in 
Rutland  county,  Vermont.  He  then  followed  the 
fortunes  of  a sailor  for  two  years,  after  which  lie 
took  charge  of  some  business  for  his  father,  in  New 
York  State.  In  1855,  he  came  west,  and  for  one 
year  was  proprietor  of  a hotel  at  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  He  came  to  Hastings,  Minnesota,  in  1856, 
and  in  company  with  a Mr.  Nash,  built  a shingle 
mill  in  which  he  was  interested  until  1864,  when 
he  sold  out  and  went  as  Post  sutler  to  Fort  Aber- 
crombie, where  he  remained  till  his  removal  to 
Sauk  Centre  in  1867.  Here  he  was  proprietor  of 
the  Sauk  Centre  House  until  1874,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business,  which  he  contin- 
ued until  March,  1881.  In  September,  1880,  he 
accepted  his  present  position,  that  of  Book-keeper 
in  the  Bank  of  Sauk  Centre.  Mr.  Barnum  was  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Education  two  years, 
one  of  which  he  was  Secretary;  he  has  held  the 
office  of  Town  Clerk,  four  years,  County  Commis- 
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sioner,  two  yours,  and  Chairman  of  that  Board, 
ouo  year,  Heisoneof  tho  organizers  of  the  Lit- 
tle halls  and  Dakota  Ihiilroad  Company,  of  which 
ho  is  Secretary.  Mr.  Barnnm  was  married  in 
1852,  to  Irene  JO.  Barnnm,  of  Michigan;  of  three 
children  which  they  have  had,  but  one,  Francis 
E.,  is  living. 

George  M.  Bennett  was  born  in  Livingston 
county,  New  York,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1841. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  common  schools 
and  at  Nunda  Literary  Institute.  After  comple- 
ting his  studies,  he  engaged  as  clerk  in  a hardware 
store  until  1864,  when  he  went  to  Grand  Rapids, 
Michigan,  and  was  engaged  in  the  same  capacity 
for  one  year,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
came  to  St.  Paul,  and  was  in  business  on  his  own 
account  till  1866,  when  he  removed  to  Sauk  Cen- 
tre, and  associated  himself  with  Mr.  Cole  in  the 
sale  of  Hardware  and  Agricultural  Implements. 
This  was  the  first  establishment  of  the  kind  west  of 
St.  Cloud.  In  1869,  he  went  to  St.  Paul,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  same  business  until  January,  1880, 
when  he  returned  to  Sauk  Centre  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Mr.  Moore,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Moore  & Bennett;  their  business  is  dealing  in 
lands,  abstracts  of  title,  etc.  Mr.  Bennett  was 
married  in  1870,  to  Trithena  A.,  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Moore,  of  Sauk  Centre;  they  have  one  child, 
a daughter,  named  Georgiana  M. 

S.  M.  Bruce,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sauk 
Centre,  is  a native  of  Montgomery  county,  Indi- 
ana, born  on  the  9th  of  September,  1829.  He  re- 
ceived his  early  education  and  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  town.  In  1850,  ho  went  to  Califor- 
nia, but  returned  to  his  home  in  1853,  and  en- 
gaged in  mercantile  business.  His  health  failing, 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  at  Sauk  Centro 
in  May,  1857,  and  with  Mr.  Dingley,  built  the 
first  house  there — n log  house-  just  across  the 
river  on  Main  street,  which  did  service  as  a Hotel 
for  a number  of  years.  The  first  Post-office  was 
established  in  Sauk  Centre  in  1858,  mainly  through 
the  efi'orts  of  Mr.  Bruce.  In  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  went  to  Indiana,  but  returned  the  follow- 
ing year  and  was  engaged  in  running  his  Hotel 
and  taking  care  of  his  farm  until  September, 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Third 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  till  June, 
1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling 
with  the  rank  of  Captain,  which  he  obtained  for 
gallant  conduct  during  tho  war.  Ho  then  re- 
turned to  his  farm  at  Sauk  Centre,  which  he  man- 


aged until  the  fall  of  1873,  when  ho  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits,  and  prosperously  continues  in 
that  lino.  He  was  married  in  December,  1862,  to 
Sarah  E.  Layman,  daughter  of  Martin  Layman, 
of  Minneapolis.  They  have  two  children;  Minne- 
haha A.  and  Florence  B. 

Charles  H.  Bennett,  a native  of  Canada 
West,  was  bom  on  the  14th  of  March,  1841.  His 
early  years  were  spent  in  the  vicinity  of  his 
birthplace,  and  after  he  grew  up,  was  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  about  four  years,  and  after- 
wards at  milling  for  about  two  years.  In  1869, 
he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  went  to  work  in  the 
flouring  mill  of  Moore  & McClure;  from  a subor- 
dinate position  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  gen- 
eral superintendence  of  these  mills,  which  position 
he  now  fills,  enjoying  the  fullest  confidence  of  his 
employers.  In  1875,  he  was  married  to  Margaret 
Fowlds,  a native  of  Scotland.  They  have  two 
children;  Thomas  E.  and  Theresa  E. 

Col.  E.  Bridgman  dates  his  birth  in  Hampshire 
county,  Massachusets,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1830. 
From  the  age  of  sixteen  to  twenty-one,  he  taught 
school,  and  the  following  years,  until  he  entered 
the  army,  was  engaged  in  carriage  manufactur- 
ing and  dealing  in  real  estate.  In  October,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the  Thirty-first 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  three 
months  afterwards,  was  made  Captain  of  the  com- 
pany. After  two  years  service,  he  was  promoted 
to  Colonel  of  the  Second  New  Orleans  Regiment, 
and  was  mostly  on  detached  service  in  charge  of 
military  operations,  until  mustered  out  at  Little 
Rock,  Arkansas,  on  the  30th  of  April,  1865.  After 
remaining  one  year  in  business  at  Little  Rock,  he 
returned  to  Massachusetts,  and  was  in  the  wood 
and  lumber  business  until  1870.  thence  went  to 
Louisiana  in  the  same  line  until  1871,  when  he 
came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  conducted  a Hotel  one 
year.  He  then  went  back  to  Louisiana,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  and  building 
until  1874,  when  he  returned  to  Massachusetts, 
and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  until 
1878,  when  he  settled  in  Sauk  Centre  and  started 
the  first  lumber  yard  in  the  place.  Hi1  is  still  in 
the  lumber  business,  carrying  a very  full  assort- 
ment in  his  line.  In  November,  1880,  his  rapidly 
increasing  trade  caused  him  to  take  a partner,  and 
the  firm  is  now  Bridgman  & Whipple.  In  1851, 
Mr.  Bridgman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eliza- 
beth Dutton,  of  Massachusetts. 

John  W.  Bruce,  one  of  tho  proprietors  of  the 
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Novelty  Wood  Works,  is  a native  of  Montgomery 
county,  Indiana,  born  on  the  ‘27th  of  January, 
1814.  He  remained  near  his  birthplace  until  Au- 
gust, 18(31,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-ninth 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  He  served  one  year 
and  a lml f in  this  regiment  and  was  transferred 
to  the  Eigl  ltd i Indiana  Cavalry,  from  which  he 
was  discharged  at  Madison,  Indiana,  in  May, 
18(35,  for  disability  caused  by  wounds  received  in 
the  service.  During  the  same  year  he  came  to 
Sauk  Centre  on  a visit,  but  did  not  permanently 
settle  here  till  1867.  After  being  engaged  in 
freighting  until  1870,  he  removed  to  Ashley,  and 
was  farming  until  1873,  when  he  went  to  AVest- 
port,  Pope  county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  a 
flouring  mill  and  farming  until- November,  1880, 
when  he  commenced  his  present  business.  Mr. 
Bruce  was  united  in  marriage  hi  18(38,  with  Mary 
Nideffer,  of  Lawrence  county,  Indiana.  Of  three 
children  which  they  have  had,  but  two  are  living; 
William  It.  and  Etta  P. 

Mauk  Bedell,  a pioneer  blacksmith  of  Sauk 
Centre,  was  born  in  Addison  county,  Vermont,  on 
on  the  22d  of  February,  1828.  At  the  ago  of 
four  years  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  in 
which  State  he  was  raised,  learning  the  blacksmith 
trade  at  Cleveland.  In  1850,  he  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin, where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  several  years, 
and  afterwards  resided  in  Iowa  and  Illinois.  In 
1864,  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  opened  a black- 
smith shop;  the  first  wagon  and  the  first  plow 
manufactured  in  this  place,  were  by  him.  Mr. 
Bedell  has  followed  his  trade  since  coming  here 
but  owns  a valuable  farm  in  the  township  of 
Getty,  in  Stearns  county.  He  was  a member  of 
tin'  School  Board  of  Sauk  Centre  for  two  years, 
lie  was  married  in  1853,  to  Alma  Armstrong,  of 
Oswego,  New  York.  Of  four  children,  but  three 
are  living;  Mary  C.,  Charles  W.,  and  Helen  J. 

Joseph  Capsuii,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Stearns 
county,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  on  the  5th  of  March, 
1833.  In  184(3,  he  came  to  America  with  his  fa- 
ther, who  located  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  en- 
gaged as  a land  agent  and  surveyor.  In  1858,  Jo. 
soph  started  for  the  West,  and  the  same  year,  lo- 
cated near  St.  Cloud,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  18(31,  when  lie  removed  to  Sauk  Centre 
and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  opening 
the  first  store  within  the  village  limits.  As  a mer- 
chant, Mr.  Capser  has  been  unusually  successful, 
taking  into  consideration  the  fact,  which  is  worthy 
of  note,  that  lie  commenced  business  four  thou- 


sand dollars  in  debt.  His  present  prosperous  con- 
dition is  a fair  index  of  his  energy  and  enterprise. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Steams  county, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  County  Commissioners, 
holding  the  office  continuously  for  eight  years.  In 
1875-76,  he  represented  his  district  in  the  State 
Senate  and  was  Presidential  Elector  in  the  contest 
of  1876.  He  also  took  a very  active  part  in  the 
organization  of  the  Catholic  Church  of  Sauk  Cen- 
tre and  has  been  its  most  liberal  supporter  since. 
Mr.  Capser  was  married  in  1864,  to  Mary  A.  Ley, 
daughter  of  Henry  J.  Ley,  one  of  the  old  settlers 
of  this  region.  They  have  had  six  children,  all  of 
whom  are  living;  their  names  are,  Henry  C.,  Jo- 
sepliina  J.,  Sufronica  C.,  Albert!.,  Edward  A.,  and 
George  W. 

L.  E.  Coe,  owner  and  proprietor  of  the  Sauk 
Centre  House,  dates  his  birth  at  Granville,  Massa- 
chusetts, on  the  5th  of  August,  1826.  At  a very 
early  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Hartford 
county,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  reared  and 
learned  the  trade  of  machinist  and  blacksmith.  In 
1853,  he  removed  to  Amherst,  Massachusetts, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade  until  1860,  and  from 
that  time  until  1865,  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Boston  and  Albany  railroad  company.  He  then 
went  to  Chili,  South  America,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged by  the  Caldera  and  Copiopo  Railroad  Com- 
pany until  1871,  when  he  became  connected  with 
Henry  Meigs,  the  celebrated  engineer,  and  was 
master-mechanic  for  the  Chimbote  and  Huyras 
Railroad  Company  until  1874,  when  he  returned 
to  Connecticut.  In  1875,  he  came  to  Sauk  Cen- 
tre and  purchased  the  property  he  now  owns,  but 
was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  until  Septem- 
ber, 1879,  when  he  assumed,  and  still  continues  the 
management  of  his  hotel.  Mr.  Coe  was  married  in 
1853,  to  Harriet  E.  Thayer,  of  Massachusetts.  Of 
six  children,  hut  one  survives,  Emma  E. 

A.  Canfield,  one  of  the  oldest  medical  practi- 
tioners in  Minnesota,  was  bom  in  Morris  county, 
New  York,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1822.  When  ho 
was  six  years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Monroe 
county,  where  our  subject  received  his  early  educa- 
tion. Having  decided  upon  acquiring  the  medical 
profession,  he  entered  the  study  of  Professor  Mc- 
Intyre, of  Palmyra,  and  finished  his  course  with 
Professor  Meyer,  of  Williamson,  New  York,  lie 
then,  in  1849,  removed  to  St.  Lawrence  county, 
and  commenced  practice,  In  July,  1854,  lie  came 
to  Minnesota,  first  visiting  St.  Paul,  but  settling 
at  Hastings,  Dakota  county,  the  same  month. 
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Here,  lie  took  a claim  and  continued  tlie  practice 
of  his  profession  until  1857,  when  he  removed  to 
Hampton  in  the  same  county,  and  two  years  later, 
to  Farmington,  where  he  practiced  until  18G7.  He 
then  removed  to  Sauk  Centre,  where  he  has  since 
resided.  Dr.  Canfield  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Eliza  C.  Van  Derlinder,  in  1841;  she  died  in  June, 
1850,  leaving  four  children,  Mannin  F.,  John  H., 
Phoebe  A.,  and  James  N.,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living.  His  present  wife  was  Posetta  Truax,  of 
St.  Lawrenoe  county,  New  York,  the  marriage  tak- 
ing place  in  1853.  The  result  of  this  union  has 
been  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  living;  Elec- 
ta L.,  Dillon  E.,  Florence  V.,  Hattie  M.,  and  Wil- 
liam O. 

Elza  Conner,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Sauk 
Centre,  was  born  in  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  22d  of  February,  1821.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  his  native  county,  receiving  a common  school 
education,  and  afterwards  attending  Gambia  Col- 
lege; After  leaving  college  lie  studied  the  pro- 
fession of  veterinary  surgeon.  In  1844,  he  re- 
moved to  Columbus,  Indiana,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion until  1859,  when  he  came  to  Hastings,  Min- 
nesota, and  was  hugely  interested  in  the  cattle 
trade  fora  number  of  years.  In  18G4,  he  enlisted 
in  the  first  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery,  and  served 
until  discharged  for  disability  from  the  hospital 
at  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  in  July,  18G5.  He 
then  came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  most  of  the  time 
since  has  been  engaged  in  the  cattle  trade,  and  as 
veterinary  surgeon.  Mr.  Conner  was  married  in 
in  1845,  to  Eleonora  Crow,  of  Virginia;  she  died 
in  18G1,  leaving  four  children,  Alonzo,  Celestine, 
Josephine,  and  Laura.  He  was  again  united  in 
marriage,  with  Julia  Diamond,  of  Columbus, 
Georgia,  the  event  taking  place  in  18GG;they  have 
one  daughter,  named  Minnie. 

J.  11.  Dennis,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sauk 
Centre,  was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  on 
the  18th  of  August,  1828.  He  was  raised  on  a 
farm  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  his  father 
being  a farmer  and  local  minister.  In  1850,  he 
went  to  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  where  lie  was 
Assistant  Supervisor  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum 
one  year,  and  also  spent  two  years  at  the  machin- 
ist's trade.  The  next  three  or  four  years  were 
spent  in  Allegany  county,  New  York,  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Hudson,  Wisconsin,  in  the  lumber  bus- 
iness. In  185G,  he  removed  to  Hastings,  Minne- 
sota, where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  until  com- 


ing to  Sauk  Centre  in  September,  1858.  He  soon 
after  took  a claim  in  what  is  now  the  town  of  Mel- 
rose, where  he  resided  until  18G4,  since  which  time, 
Sauk  Centre  has  been  his  home.  In  1875,  Oak- 
land Cemetery,  the  property  of  Mr.  Dennis,  located 
in  the  suburbs  of  the  village,  was  laid  out  and 
dedicated.  In  June,  1859,  lie  was  made  Consta- 
ble and  has  been  re-elected  to  the  ollice  each  suc- 
ceeding year;  he  was  also  Deputy  Sheriff  for 
ten  years.  Mr.  Dennis  was  married  in  185G,  to 
Amanda  S.  Chapman,  of  Syracuse,  New  York.  Of 
eight  children  which  they  have  had,  but  three  are 
living;  Faustina  B.,  Hiram  E.,  and  Leona  E. 

Jesse  Draper,  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sauk 
Centre,  is  a native  of  Fayette  county,  Indiana, 
born  on  the  18tli  of  November,  1827.  When  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  he  removed  to  Sauk  county 
Wisconsin,  where  he  received  his  early  education 
and  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  After  working 
in  various  jilaces  lie  came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minne- 
sota, in  1849,  but  the  following  year,  removed  to 
Bed  Wing,  Goodhue  county,  where  he  resided 
until  1854  and  returned  to  St.  Anthony,  but  re- 
mained only  a short  time,  going  to  Osakis  the 
same  year,  where  he  was  engaged  at  his  trade 
until  coming  to  Sauk  Centre  in  the  spring  of  18G0. 
As  soon  as  Mr.  Draper  arrived  here  he  commenced 
the  erection  of  a small  blacksmith  shop,  where 
S.  M.  Bruce’s  store  now  stands.  In  18G1,  Mr.  J. 
M.  Thomason  became  his  partner  and  they  con- 
tinued the  blacksmith  business  in  another  portion 
of  the  town  until  18G3,  when  Mr.  Draper  accepted 
an  engagement  offered  him  by  the  Government, 
and  went  south  with  the  army.  He  returned  to 
Sauk  Centre  in  18G5,  and  again  started  a shop, 
which  he  sold  to  E.  E.  West  in  18GG  and  removed 
to  Otter  Tail  county,  where  he  now  resides  en- 
gaged at  his  trade  and  fanning.  Mr.  Draper  was 
married  in  1858,  to  Elizabeth  Kells,  of  New  York 
State.  The  result  of  this  union  is  four  children; 
Permelia  C.,  Henry  J.,  Mary  A.,  and  George  L. 
Mrs.  Draper  was  removed  by  death  in  March,  1881. 

T.  Fladeland,  a native  of  Norway,  was  born 
on  the  18tli  of  October,  1831.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  his  parents  in  1843,  they  settling  in  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  our  subject  was  reared, 
engaged  in  farming  pursuits.  In  1849,  he  en- 
gaged as  clerk  in  a store,  which  occupation  he 
followed  for  many  years,  being  employed  in  Iowa, 
Wisconsin,  Colorado,  and  various  other  portions 
of  the  country  until  the  spring  of  18GG,  when  he 
came  to  Sauk  Centre,  which  has  since  been  his 


. > ■ ' ....  | r.  A<  . .,■■■ 

•)!■  . ' ' ...  ' \ •'  ''I  I ''  ‘ ’>■■■■' 

(•1  ,1  Hi  , .if  ft  bin  - ' . * ’(  • : 

! - ■: i tu  ■ ■'  ■ ■■  ’ ' 

. )t  ’f  l : S ■ •>  .li 


I:  . .if'.'  1 ,X'<  H'  . tH  ■ , 

i ' : 'i>  ■ iii  ; 1 ’ I • ’ ■ • 


• . jy  ' i n 1,.  . • >3  : 1(1  t!  .Hi'  ' fit  : ■ V.I  ■/!  i'  1 ••  - ■■ 


;1  :<><(  1 ! ' ' Hi-  ■ 1 > 


: W 0 j«.  xU8 1 &fi ; no 


,«  tt>  ; ■ i >" 

. i'4  ' ; ■ ' ' ' ' i ..  . . 

• h!  il  in  • i. 

■ ill  ' I ...f  ,1  .1  ii.Mil 

n l , A >Jk 1 > \>d  ' t ••  • n if  • ■ •• 

1 • r t , !,.-■■  ..  -il  • -i  ' 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


4G9 


residence.  He  was  first  employed  as  clerk  for 
Moore  Sc  McClure,  and  afterwards  for  Mr.  Moore, 
until  1871,  when  he  started  a general  store  on  his 
own  account  and  still  continues  in  that  line.  Mr. 
Fladeland  was  married  in  1858,  to  Olnudine  Brun, 
of  Norway;  she  died  in  18(51,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren; John  N.  and  Claudius.  He  was  married 
again  in  1860,  to  Jane  O.  Kalstovg,  also  of  Nor- 
way. Of  two  children  born  to  them,  but  one  is 
living,  named  Olof  G. 

John  W.  Guay,  a native  of  Lower  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  18th  of  February,  1855.  When 
a young  man,  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter 
and  joiner,  at  which  he  was  employed  in  his  native 
country  until  the  spring  of  1879,  when  he  came 
to  Sauk  Centre,  and  for  upwards  of  a year,  was 
engaged  in  the  flouring  mill  of  Harmon,  Holmes 
Sc  Co.  Since  November,  1880,  he  has  had  an  interest 
in  the  ownership  of  the  Novelty  Wood  Works. 
Mr.  Gray  was  married  in  1878,  to  Elizabeth  Cum- 
mings, of  Lower  Canada.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren; Walter  and  John  L. 

C.  Harmon,  manager  of  the  Lakota  Roller 
Flouring  Mills,  is  a son  of  Deacon  Harmon,  one 
of  the  old  settlers  of  Minneapolis,  and  was  born 
in  Penobscot  county,  Maine,  on  the  4tli  of  August, 
18159.  In  1850,  lie  removed  with  his  parents  to 
St.  Anthony,  Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until 
1859,  when  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  took  a 
claim  which  he  worked  until  18G3.  He  was  then 
employed  in  the  Quartermaster  Department, 
United  States  army,  until  18GG,  when  he  returned 
to  his  farm,  and  was  also  engaged  in  railroad 
building  for  several  years.  In  1872,  he  engaged 
with  Harmon,  Holmes  Sc  Co.,  in  the  building  of 
their  llouring  mills  at  this  point,  and  since  their 
completion  has  been  manager  of  the  Concern. 
Mr.  Harmon  was  married  in  18(55,  to  Frances  E. 
Reed,  of  New  York  State.  Of  live  children,  the 
result  of  this  union,  only  two  are  living;  William 
W.  and  Lulu  M. 

Jesse  L.  IIahmon,  son  of  Jacob  Harmon,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  in  Pope  county,  Minnesota,  dates 
his  birth  in  Dubois  county,  Indiana,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1852.  At  an  early  age,  he  removed  with 
his  parents  to  Scott  county,  Missouri,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a farm.  In  18G7,  ho  came  with  the  fam- 
ily, to  Pope  county,  where  his  parents  yet  reside. 
In  July,  1877,  he  went  to  Fargo,  D.  T.,  and  worked 
at  the  harness  trade  until  April,  1878,  when  he 
came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  has  since  been  employed 
as  tradesman  and  foreman,  by  William  Scherdins, 


the  well  known  harness  dealer  of  that  place. 

Nelson  Hooele,  owner  of  IIooplc’s  grain  elevator 
and  saw  mill,  was  born  in  what  is  now  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  28th  of  October,  184(5. 
In  1855,  he  removed  with  his  parents,  to  Dakota 
county,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing the  greater  portion  of  the  time  until  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the 
First  Minnesota  Cavalry,  and  served  till  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling,  in  December,  18G4. 
Ho  then  returned  to  the  old  homestead  in  Dakota 
county,  and  followed  farming  until  1872,  when 
he  removed  to  Sauk  Centre.  Mr.  Hoople  is  re- 
garded as  cine  of  the  “go-ahead”  citizens  of  Sauk 
Centre,  and  has  rapidly  placed  himself  in  the  front 
rank  of  its  business  men.  He  was  married  in  18G8, 
to  Cecelia  Erwin,  of  New  York  State.  They  have 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom,  Roy  and  Lotta, 
are  now  living. 

C.  O.  Hoffman,  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
Novelty  Wood  Works,  is  a native  of  Bartholomew 
county,  Indiana,  born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1848. 
In  1853,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Scott  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  remained  until  18G2,  when  he 
came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
until  1868.  He  then  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet 
maker  and  also  the  making  of  doors,  sash,  and 
blinds,  which  he  followed  until  187G,  after  which 
he  was  engaged  as  a millwright  until  entering  his 
jrresent  partnership,  in  November,  1880.  Mr.  Huff- 
man's father  was  killed  by  the  Indians  at  West 
Union,  in  September,  18G3.  He  was  married  in 
1871,  to  Harriet  C.  Frederick,  of  Wright  county, 
Minnesota.  They  have  four  children;  Mary  N., 
Annie  L.,  Minnie,  and  Frances. 

P.  S.  Hickman  was  born  in  Cumberland,  now  At- 
lantic county,  tjow  Jersey,  on  the  11th  of  Septem- 
ber, 181(5.  At  the  age  of  eleven  years  he  went  to  sea, 
and  was  a sailor  for  twenty-two  years,  fourteen  of 
which  he  was  a sea  captain.  He  then  settled  in  his 
native  State,  and  followed  farming  until  1857,  when 
he  came  to  Dakota  county,  Minnesota,  and  thence,  in 
18G2,  to  Sauk  Centre,  where  he  continued  farming 
until  1870,  when  lie  engaged  in  carpenter  work. 
In  1877,  he  commenced  the  manufacture  of  wag- 
ons, buggies,  etc.;  he  is  now  doing  a prosperous 
business.  Mr.  Hickman  was  married  in  1840,  to 
Deborah  Ingersoll,  of  New  Jersey.  They  have 
had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living,  their 
names  are,  Dannelia,  Eliza,  Sarah,  Henrietta,  Emma, 
Adelaide,  John  J.,  Richard,  and  Amelia. 

E.  J.  Harrison  is  a native  of  St.  Clair  comity, 
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Illinois,  born  on  the  25th  of  December,  1848.  He 
lived  in  his  native  county  until  1859,  when  he 
came  to  Minneapolis  and  remained  until  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  became  a part- 
ner with  Mr.  P.  Lamb  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  relation  continued  until  January,  1880, 
when  the  linn  sold  out.  Mr.  Harrison  soon  began 
business  again  in  the  same  line,  which  he  still 
continues.  He  was  married  in  August,  1874,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Smith,  of  Maine. 

John  F.  Hanna,  son  of  William  Hanna,  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  town  of  Nininger,  Dakota 
county,  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  on  the  17tli  of  March,  1830.  John  resided 
in  his  native  county  until  1853,  when  he  came  to 
Nininger,  took  a claim  and  remained  until  1859, 
when  he  went  to  the  Bed  river  country  and  re- 
mained until  18G1.  Returning  to  St.  Cloud  he  was 
engaged  with  the  Minnesota  Stage  Company  until 
the  Indian  outbreak  in  18G2,  when  he  enlisted  in  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  and  served  three  months.  He 
then  resided  one  year  at  Hastings,  Minnesota,  after 
which  lie  returned  to  St.  Cloud  and  resumed  the 
freighting  business.  In  18GG,  he  took  a claim  in 
Getty,  Stearns  county,  on  which  he  resided  six 
years.  Since  then  he  has  resided  in  Sauk  Centre, 
and  although  engaged  in  other  pursuits,  he  still 
owns  the  valuable  farm  in  Getty.  Mr.  Hanna  is 
at  present  the  eltieient  clerk  of  the  Sauk  Centre 
House. 

Charles  F.  Hendryx  was  born  at  Coopcrstown, 
New  York,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1847.  Attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after- 
wards entered  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  New 
York,  graduating  in  1869.  He  then  became  a 
partner  with  his  father,  under  the  firm  name  of  J. 
I.  Hendryx  & Son,  in  the  publication  of  the  “Re- 
publican and  Democrat,”  at  Coopcrstown,  which  he 
continued  from  1879  to  1874.  Then  came  to  Min- 
neapolis, and  was  connected  with  “The  Tribune” 
until  the  1st  of  August,  1879,  when  he  came  to 
Sauk  Centre  and  purchased  the  “ Sauk  Centre 
Herald,”  of  which  he  is  still  proprietor.  Mr.  Hen- 
dryx was  married  on  the  6th  of  September,  1876, 
to  Fanny  Galt,  daughter  of  Col.  W.  II.  H.  Taylor, 
of  St.  Paul.  They  have  one  son,  born  on  the  9th 
of  December,  1880. 

Alfred  G.  Jacques,  one  of  the  old  settlors 
of  Sauk  Centre,  is  a native  of  Bowdoin,  Maine, 
born  on  the  18th  of  July,  1832.  When  four  years 
old,  his  parents  removed  to  Somerset  county, 
where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  lived  until  sixteen 


years  of  age,  after  which  ho  followed  a seafaring 
life  for  four  years.  In  1852,  he  came  to  what  was 
then  known  as  Kaposia,  near  St.  Paul,  and  en- 
gaged with  the  Indian  Missionary,  Rev.  T.  S.  Wil- 
liamson, accompanying  him  to  his  mission  station 
on  the  Yellow  Medicine  river.  In  1853,  lie  went 
to  Brooklyn,  Hennepin  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  until  1860,  when  he  came  to 
Sauk  Centre  and  took  a claim  near  the  village, 
where  lie  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming; 
he  is  also  in  the  insurance  business,  besides 
conducting  a small  tannery.  Mr.  Jacques  was 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  from  1866 
to  1871,  and  is  at  present  a member  of  the  board 
of  County  Commissioners;  he  was  also  a member 
of  the  first  School  Board  of  Sauk  Centre,  which 
position  he  held  for  nine  years,  eight  of  which  he 
held  the  office  of  President.  He  built  the  first 
house  at  Henderson,  now  the  County  seat  of  Sib- 
ley county,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the  erection 
of  Fort  Ridgely.  Mr.  Jacques  was  married  in 
1857,  to  Sarah  A.  Hopper,  of  Indiana.  Of  three 
children  which  they  have  had,  but  two  are  living; 
Eva  E.  and  Elsie  J. 

Lucas  Kells,  one  of  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Sauk  Centre,  is  a native  of  Green  county,  New 
York,  born  on  tlie  8th  of  September,  1842.  At 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  AVaukesha  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he 
learned  the  trade  of  harness-maker,  at  which  he 
was  employed  until  August,  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  F,  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Wis- 
consin Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  mus- 
tered out  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  in  August,  1865. 
In  1866,  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  after  a brief 
period  in  the  harness  business,  engaged  in  broker- 
age, etc.,  until  September,  1880,  when  he  formed 
a partnership  with  Solomon  Pendergast,  and  com- 
menced a general  banking  business,  their  bank 
being  known  as  the  “Bank  of  Sauk  Centre.”  Air. 
Kells  was  married  in  1873,  to  Martha  Brayman, 
of  New  York  State.  Their  children  are,  Mabel 
and  Blanche. 

J.  W.  Koteera  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the 
4th  of  October,  1819.  He  came  to  America  in 
1868,  and  settled  in  Iowa,  whore  he  acquired  the 
harness  maker’s  trade,  which  has  since  been  his 
occupation.  He  came  to  Sank  Centre  in  1874, 
and  remained  until  1876,  when  he  returned  to 
Towa,  which  was  bis  home  until  his  final  return  to 
Sauk  Centre,  in  February,  187!).  Mr.  Koterba  is 
now  doing  quite  an  extensive  business  as  harness 
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manufacturer  anil  dealer.  He  was  married  in 
1875,  to  Christine  Kuzba,  of  Wisconsin.  Their 
children  are  Joseph  and  Charles. 

P.  Lamb  was  born  in  Lamoille  county,  Vermont, 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1851.  When  he  wuh  eight 
years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Windsor  county, 
and  settled  on  a farm,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
spent  his  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  he 
was  engaged  as  clerk  in  a store,  which  he  contin- 
ued until  1851,  when  he  came  to  St.  Paul,  and 
was  clerk  at  the  Indian  trading  post  at  that  place. 
In  the  fall  of  1853,  he  went  to  California,  and  re- 
mained till  the  spring  of  1857.  In  the  summer  of 
the  latter  year,  he  settled  at  St.  Cloud,  and  took  a 
claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  in  the 
fall,  engaged  as  clerk  in  a store,  which  he  contin- 
ued until  18(50.  He  was  then  manager  of  Bur- 
bank's transportation  and  shipping  business  until 
18(54,  and  afterwards  had  charge  of  the  Express 
and  Stage  Company,  until  18(50,  when  he  removed 
to  Sank  Centre.  He  narrowly  escaped  death  by 
the  Indians  in  18(52,  while  in  charge  of  a train  of 
supplies;  the  timely  arrival  of  a messenger  from 
Fort  Abercrombie  saved  the  whole  train.  Mr.  Lamb 
was  book-keeper  for  Moore  & McClure,  in  Sank 
Centre,  until  1807,  when  he  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  on  his  own  account,  but  sold  out  in  Jan- 
uary, 1880.  In  September  following,  lie  accepted 
his  present  situation,  that  of  book-keeper  for  Har- 
mon, Holmes  V Co.  He  was  Deputy  Auditor  of 
Stearns  county  one  year,  has  been  Postmaster  at 
Sauk  Centre,  and  also  a member  of  the  village 
Council,  and  is  now  a member  of  the  Board  of  Ed- 
ucation. Mr.  Lamb  was  married  in  18(55,  to  Louisa 
Tobey,  of  Wayne  county,  New  York. 

E.  ,1.  Leavitt,  a native  of  Rockingham  county, 
New  I lampshire,  was  born  on  the  14th  of  Septem- 
ber, 182!).  In  1815,  he  removed  to  Chicopee, 
where  he  commenced  the  study  of  music,  which 
he  afterwards  continued  in  Boston,  Massachusetts. 
In  1855,  lie  located  at  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  engaged  as  music  teacher  until  18(51, 
when  lie  entered  the  army  and  served  as  a Band 
Leader  until  1805.  He  then  returned  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  was  engaged  as  Band  instructor  uiltil 
1870,  when  he  removed  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
and  thence,  in  1871,  to  Sauk  Rapids,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he  dis- 
posed of  in  1875,  and  took  a claim  in  Morrison 
county,  where  hi'  resided  live  years.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1880,  lie  removed  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  in 
March  following,  formed  a partnership  and  en- 


gaged in  the  furniture  business  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. Mr.  Leavitt  was  married  in  1858,  to  Mary 
Carpenter,  of  Michigan.  Of  six  children  born  to 
them,  five  are  living;  Olive,  Mary,  Ernest,  Vara, 
and  Justina. 

Benjamin  C.  Loud  was  born  in  Augusta,  Maine, 
on  the  5tli  of  September,  1842.  He  was  reared 
on  his  father’s  farm,  but  in  the  fall  of  1805,  came 
west,  locating  at  Wabasha,  Wisconsin,  where  lie 
was  variously  employed,  as  hotel  clerk,  stage  com- 
pany’s clerk,  and  Deputy  Sheriff.  In  1800,  he 
engaged  at  St.  Paul,  with  the  Minnesota  Stage 
Company,  and  was  driver  over  the  Lake  Superior 
route.  In- 1870,  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  continuing 
in  the  service  of  the  company,  and  in  1871,  was  on 
the  route  from  that  place  to  Fort  Abercrombie.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  their  messenger 
from  Breckenridge  to  Fort  Carry,  being  the  first 
man  over  the  route.  In  1872,  he  took  charge  of 
the  company’s  express  and  stage  office  at  Sauk 
Centre,  which  position  he  held  until  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  stage  line,  in  January,  1875.  He  has  since 
been  engaged  in  saloon  business  and  dealing  in 
McCormick’s  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  Lord 
was  married  in  December,  1874,  to  Isabel  Smith, 
of  St.  Cloud.  They  have  one  son,  named  Wil- 
liam M. 

Charles  L.  Merry,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Sauk 
Centre,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Maine,  on  the 
16th  of  May,  1811.  He  was  employed  on  his 
father’s  farm  until  noon  on  his  twenty-first  birth- 
day, when  he  left  home,  and  soon  after  com- 
menced working  on  the  neighboring  farms  in  sum- 
mer, and  in  the  lumber  woods  in  winter,  continuing 
the  same  for  about  four  years.  He  then  began 
farming  in  Franklin  county,  but  in  1850,  removed 
to  Piscataquis  county,  and  followed  the  plow 
until  1857,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
on  a farm  about  eight  miles  northwest  of  Minne- 
apolis. In  1859,  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and 
settled  on  the  spot  which  has  been  his  home  ever 
since.  Mr.  Merry  built  the  first  frame  house  in 
the  township.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  Jane  Thompson,  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1834.  Of  ten  children  born  to  them,  but  six  are 
living. 

N.  H.  Miner  was  born  in  Addison  county,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  20th  of  January,  1832.  When  ten 
years  old  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  and  re- 
ceived his  primary  education,  and  afterwards  at- 
tended Franklin  Academy,  at  Malone,  New  York. 
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Ho  studied  law  with  Parmelec  & Fitch,  of  the  lat- 
ter place,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  fall 
of  185G.  He  practiced  two  years  in  New  York, 
and  then  in  Waupun,  Wisconsin,  until  18G0,  when 
he  removed  to  Minneapolis.  In  1801,  lie  enlisted 
in  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  which 
was  disbanded  at  the  end  of  one  mouth’s  service, 
for  the  purpose  of  re-enlisting  as  a three  years 
regiment,  but  owing  to  ill  health,  Mr.  Miner  was 
unable  to  return  to  the  ranks.  In  18G2,  he  joined 
Captain  Northrup’s  Company  in  defense  of  the 
frontier  against  the  Indians.  In  18G4,  he  served 
in  Hatch’s  Battalion,  and  in  May,  18G6,  settled  at 
Sauk  Centre,  where  he  has  since  practiced  his  pro- 
fession. Mr.  Miner  has  been  a member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  several  years,  and  a member 
of  the  State  Legislature  in  18GG,  and  again  in 
18G7.  He  was  married  in  1858,  to  Julia  E.  Mar- 
tin, who  died  in  1873,  leaving  three  daughters 
who  are  now  living;  Gertrude  E.,  Helen  A.,  and 
Jessie  F.  Mr.  Miner’s  present  wife  was  Miss  Kate 
Martin. 

F.  W.  Mann,  a native  of  Kane  county,  Illinois, 
was  born  on  the  14th  of  October,  1845;  his  father 
was  an  early  settler,  and  a surveyor  in  that  county 
for  twenty  years.  In  August,  18G2,  the  subject 
of  our  sketch  enlisted  in  Company  B,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  twenty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, of  which  his  father  was  Captain,  and  served 
until  mustered  out  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in 
July,  18G5.  lie  remained  in  Mississippi,  engaged 
with  his  father  in  the  lumber  business,  until  the 
following  spring,  when  Gen.  Beauregard  compelled 
them  to  leave,  and  they  returned  home.  He  then 
learned  the  moulders’  trade,  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  and 
worked  there  and  at  other  places  in  that  State  un- 
til August,  1873,  when  he  removed  to  Sauk  Cen- 
tre. Hero  lie  followed  the  business  of  driving  wells 
until  April,  1880,  when  he  became  a partner  in 
the  well  known  firm  of  Mann  & Allison,  machine 
shops  and  foundry.  Mr.  Mann  was  married  in 
18GG,  to  Julia  Barker,  of  St.  Charles,  Illinois;  they 
have  two  children,  Fred  P.  and  Cleora  B. 

W.  McNieoe  was  born  in  Huntington  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1841.* 
At  the  age  of  five  years,  he  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Ohio,  and  thence,  in  1840,  to  Porter  coun- 
ty, Indiana,  where  he  resided,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year  in  Pennsylvania,  until  his  removal  to 
Sauk  Centre,  in  August,  18G7.  Here  he  took  a 
claim,  oil  which  he  remained  Hix  months,  after 
which  ho  was  employed  by  H.  C.  Waite,  in  a (lour- 


ing mill.  In  18G8,  he  went  to  work  in  McClure’s 
mills  at  Sauk  Centre,  where  he  confined  until  1877, 
when  he  accepted  his  present  position,  that  of  head 
miller  at  the  steam  mills  of  Harmon,  Holmes  & 
Co.  He  is  also  a partner  in  the  firm  of  MeNieco 
Bros.  & Carpenter,  proprietors  of  the  Little  Sauk 
Flour  Mills.  Mr.  McNiece  was  married  in  March, 
1873,  to  Miss  C.  E.  Dolson,  of  Porter  county,  In- 
diana; they  have  one  daughter,  Ella  M. 

J.  B.  Perkins  dates  his  birth  in  Broome  county, 
New  York,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1843.  In  1848, 
he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Waukesha  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1857,  to  Monroe  county  in  the 
same  State.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pursuits, 
and  received  his  early  education  at  the  schools  of 
Wisconsin.  In  18GG,  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and 
was  engaged  in  farming  until  1871,  when  he  sold 
his  farm  and  taught  school  for  a number  of  years. 
In  187G,  he  opened  a drug  store  in  the  village  of 
Sauk  Centre,  and  in  188U,  took  as  a partner,  C. 
M.  Sprague,  being  now  the  well  known  firm  of 
Perkins  and  Sprague.  Mr.  Perkins  was  married 
in  1880,  to  Ada  Hewes,  of  Wisconsin. 

Benjamin  It.  Palmer,  a pioneer  physician  in 
Stearns  county,  and  for  some  years  an  Assistant 
Surgeon  in  the  United  States  Army,  was  born  in 
South  Berwick,  Maine,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1815. 
Early  in  life  he  developed  a fondness  for  study, 
and  purposed  to  take,  a full  college  course.  With 
this  end  in  view,  he  prepared  at  Dover  and  Derry, 
New  Hampshire,  and  entered  Bowdoin  College  in 
1834,  but  while  in  the  sophomore  year,  lost  his 
health,  and  was  obliged  to  leave.  In  a short  time 
his  health  was  so  improved  that  he  commenced 
reading  medicine  with  Dr.  M.  Hawks,  of  Eastport, 
Maine,  finishing  with  Dr.  Peter  Fahnestock,  of 
Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  and  receiving  his  diplo- 
ma from  the  University  of  Maryland,  Baltimore, 
in  1844.  He  practiced  eleven  or  twelve  years  in 
Pittsburg,  and  in  185G  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  at  St.  Cloud,  which  was  his  home  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  18G2,  he  became  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Army,  and 
served  about  four  years,  being  stationed  most  of 
the  time  at  Sauk  Centre  and  Fort  Ripley.  Since 
the  close  of  the  Sioux  war  he  has  resided  in  Sauk 
Centre,  where  he  was  the  first  resident  phyiseiun. 
The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married;  first  to  Miss 
Julia  Brewer,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in 
May,  1852,  who  died  in  November,  1855.  His 
present  wife  was  Miss  Anna  B.  1).  Barrows,  of 
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Frycburgli,  Maine,  their  union  taking  place  in 
August,  1858. 

Solomon  Pendergast  is  a native  of  Barnstead, 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  born  on  the  15th  of  No- 
veinbor,  1833.  1 1 is  early  education  was  received 

in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town,  and  after- 
wards, at  Gilmanton  Academy,  later,  he  attended 
Guilford  Academy,  at  Meredith  Bridge.  In  185(5, 
he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after  remaining  two 
years  in  the  vicinity  of  Hutchinson,  went  to  Cin- 
cinnati, but  returned  to  Hutchinson  one  year  later, 
and  in  the  spring  of  18(51,  came  to  Sauk  Centre, 
and  has  resided  here  ever  since.  First  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  in  company  with  a Mr. 
Fish,  their  store  being  about  one  a half  miles  from 
town,  on  the  St.  Cloud  road,  but  the  same  fall  re- 
moved within  the  present  limits  of  Sauk  Centre. 
During  the  Indian  troubles  of  18G2,  the  partner- 
ship was  dissolved,  Mr.  Pendergast  purchasing 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Fish  and  conducting  the 
business  alone  until  1875,  when  he  sold  out 
and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  company 
with  Mr.  Oakford.  His  store  was  burned  in  the 
disastrous  tire  of  March,  1870,  but  at  once  rebuilt 
and  the  business  continued.  It.  J.  Wille  bought 
Mr.  Oakford’s  interest  in  1877,  and  the  new  firm 
conducted  the  business  until  January,  1881,  when 
Mr.  Pendergast  disposed  of  his  mercantile  interests 
and  established  the  Bank  of  Sauk  Centre,  which 
lie  is  now  carrying  on.  For  a number  of  years  he 
had  been  interested  in  a store  with  O.  A.  E.  Bly- 
berg,  at  Pelican  Rapids,  Otter  Tail  county,  and 
also  a branch  store  at  Audubon,  Becker  county, 
both  of  which  were  sold  to  Mr.  Blyberg.  Mr. 
Pendergast  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Cor- 
nelia Chapman,  at  Minneapolis,  in  1859.  They 
have  four  children,  all  daughters. 

.1,  L.  Roiuuns  is  a native  of  Windham  county, 
Connecticut,  born  on  the  4th  of  March,  183(5.  He 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  and  resided 
there  until  the  spring  of  18G3,  when  he  went 
into  the  army  as  chief  clerk  in  one  of  the  commis- 
sary departments,  and  served  until  the  fall  of  18(54. 
He  then  came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  bought  the  val- 
uable eighty-acre  tract  of  land  now  known  as 
Robbins’  and  Mendenhall’s  addition  to  Sauk  Cen- 
tre, and  also  pre-empted  one  hundred  and  Hixty 
acres.  He  then  went  to  Ohio  and  completed  his 
education  at  Oberlin  College,  and  afterwards  re- 
moved to  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan,  whore  he  con- 
ducted a Commercial  College  until  1870,  when  he 
permanently  located  at  Sauk  Centre.  He  has 


been  engaged  most  of  the  time  since,  in  the  lum- 
ber business,  insurance,  and  real  estate.  Mr.  Rob- 
bins was  Superintendent  of  Schools  at  Sauk  Cen- 
tro th reo  years,  and  has  been  otherwise  identified 
with  prominent  local  n Hairs.  He  was  married  in 
18(59,  to  Eurancie  Converse,  of  Windham  county, 
Connecticut.  They  have  four  children;  Lilia  A., 
Bessie,  Una  S.,  and  Ray  P. 

N.  W.  Rice  dates  his  birth  in  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  on  the  20th  of  June,  1840.  His  father 
was  by  trade  a mason,  and  was  employed  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  New  York  State  and  Wisconsin 
until  185G,  when  he  died,  leaving  the  subject  of 
our  sketch  to  provide  for  the  family,  then  residing 
in  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  He  remained  there 
until  18(51,  working  at  the  mason’s  trade.  Tn  De- 
cember, 18G3,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  until  June,  18G5,  when  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Memphis,  Tennessee.  He  then  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  and  was  in  the  livery  business  and  also 
had  control  of  a mail  route  until  June,  1870,  when 
he  came  to  Sauk  Centre,  lie  soon  after  took  a 
homestead  in  Swift  county,  but  subsequently  re- 
turned to  Sauk  Centre  and  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  which  he  still  continues.  He  also  kept  a 
hotel  in  Benson  one  year,  and  had  a mail  contract 
for  four  years  since  coming  to  Minnesota.  Mr. 
Rice  was  married  in  18(50,  to  Lotta  Jackson,  of 
Wisconsin,  now  deceased.  He  has  six  children; 
Charles  A.,  Nellie  G.,  Lettio  L.,  Guy  II.,  Bert  J., 
and  Frank. 

C.  M.  Sprague,  a native  of  Will  county,  Illinois, 
was  born  on  the  lltli  of  December,  184(5 . Tn 
1854,  lie  came  to  Hastings,  Minnesota,  where  he 
remained  until  18(52,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers.  He  served  one 
year  with  them,  and  afterwards  in  I la1  Second  Min- 
nesota Volunteer  Infantry,  until  he  was  mustered 
out  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  December,  18(55.  In 
18GG,  he  came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  was  clerk  in 
the  store  of  Joseph  Capser  for  eight  years,  after 
which  he  became  a partner,  but  sold  his  interest 
in  1877.  He  then  engaged  in  the  brokerage  bus- 
iness until  1880,  when  lie  became  a partner  with 
J.  B.  Perkins,  in  a drug  store.  Mr.  Sprague  is 
Town  Clerk  of  Sauk  Centre,  and  is  also  financial 
manager  of  Keller’s  fanning-mill  manufactory.  He 
was  married  in  1870,  to  Amelia  E.  Wright,  of 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  one  child,  named  Fay- 
ette W. 

F.  E.  Searle  was  born  in  Frunklinville,  Catta- 
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raugus  county,  New  York,  on  the  21st  of  Febru- 
ary, 1853.  He  attended  the  common  schools,  and 
completed  his  educational  course  at  Tenbroeek 
Academy,  in  liiH  native  town.  In  the  winter  of 
1873,  lie  came  woh(,  and  located  at  Ml.  ('load, 
where  he  studied  law  with  1 1 in  brot  her,  I >.  15. 
Senile,  and  was  admitted  to  the  J$ar  in  ]H7(i.  In 
the  same  year  he  removed  to  Sauk  Centre,  where 
he  has  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  hiH  profession.  Mr.  Scarle  is  Secretary  of  the 
Sauk  Centre  Hoard  of  Education,  and  one  of  the 
Directors  of  the  Public  Library,  taking  an  active 
part  in  the  progress  and  development  of  the  ma- 
terial interests  of  the  surrounding  country. 

L.  T.  Storey,  a native  of  Morrow  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  lfith  of  April,  1853.  He  passed 
through  the  ordinary  routine  of  a common  school 
education,  and  afterwards  attended  the  Ohio  Cen- 
tral College,  at  Iberia,  in  his  native  county.  After 
leaving  college  he  came  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he 
studied  law  with  L.  W.  Collins,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1870.  In  1877,  he  came  to  Sauk 
Centre,  where,  as  a lawyer  and  business  man,  he 
has  become  deservedly  popular.  He  holds  the  of- 
fices of  Notary  Public,  Village  Recorder,  and  Vil- 
lage Attorney.  Mr.  Storey  was  united  in  mar- 
riage in  1870,  with  Miss  Phiebe  C.  Mattison,  of 
Illinois. 

Andrew  J.  Smith,  proprietor  of  the  Citizens’ 
Bank  of  Sauk  Centre,  is  a business  man  of  more 
than  ordinary  ability.  He  is  a native  of  Dumfrie- 
shire,  Scotland,  born  on  the  4tli  of  January,  1839, 
but  came  with  his  parents  to  Quebec,  Canada,  in 
1845,  where  his  father  was  Rector  of  the  High 
School  until  his  death,  several  years  later.  Here 
Andrew  J.  was  reared,  and  received  a liberal  edu- 
cation. After  leaving  school,  he  was  engaged  in 
the  Post-ollice  department  four  years,  and  after- 
wards, mail  agent  for  an  ocean  line  of  steamers  un- 
til the  spring  of  18(17,  when  he  removed  to  Apple- 
ton,  Wisconsin,  and  purchased  a half  interest  in  a 
woolen  mill.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  sold  out,  and 
came  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  established  himself  in  the 
banking  business  on  his  own  responsibility,  there 
being  no  bank  here  prior  to  that  time.  Mr.  Smith 
was  married  in  1871,  to  Annie  Dickinson,  of  Liver- 
pool, England.  Of  six  children  which  they  have 
had,  only  three  are  living;  Edith  A.,  Ethel  K.,  and 
Edna  W. 

Wire i am  Soiierffins,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  January,  1848.  He  learned 


the  trade  of  harness  maker  while  a boy  in  his 
native  country.  He  came  to  America  in  18(55,  and 
after  a stay  of  about  six  monthsin  New  York  City, 
settled  in  Winona,  Minnesota.  Here  ho  worked  at 
his  trade  until  18(18,  when  he  removed  lo  SI.  I’anl 
and  engaged  in  llm  manufacture  of  homo  collars, 
which  ho  continued  until  1870,  when  he  came  to 
Sauk  Centre,  and  has  been  in  the  harness  business 
ever  since.  Mr.  ScherH'ins’  harness  goods  are,  all 
his  own  manufacture,  but  carries  besides  a full  as- 
sortment, of  everything  pertaining  to  the  trade. 
He  was  married  in  January,  1874,  to  Augusta 
Burow,  of  Germany.  They  have  three  children; 
Melvin  A.,. Joseph  L.,  and  Leo  W. 

S.  Simonton,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Steams 
county,  and  for  the  last  twelve  years,  Postmaster 
at  Sauk  Centre,  dates  his  birth  in  Perry  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  28th  of  February,  1839.  In 
1847,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and 
learned  the  trade  of  printer  at  Joliet.  In  1857, 
the  family  removed  to  Sauk  Rapids,  Minnesota, 
where  our  subject  remained  until  1800,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Cloud  and  took  a claim  of  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  disposed  of  six  years  later. 
In  1802,  he  went  to  Illinois,  and  learned  telegraph 
operating,  at  which  he  was  employed  until  his  re- 
turn to  St.  Cloud,  in  1807.  About  this  time,  his 
brother,  J.  H.,  commenced  the  publication  of  the 
“Sauk  Centre  Herald,”  at  Sauk  Centre,  and  he 
soon  joined  him  as  a partner.  They  continued  to 
publish  the  paper  until  August,  1879,  when  they 
sold  it  to  Charles  Hendry x,  the  present  proprietor. 
Mr.  Simonton  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lydia 
Coons,  of  Ohio,  in  1873.  They  have  one  son,  Ed- 
win L. 

J.  H.  Simonton  was  also  born  in  Perry  county, 
Pennsylvania,  Ids  birth  dating  on  the  Kith  of 
November,  1840.  In  1847,  he  went  with  the  fam- 
ily to  AVill  county,  Illinois,  and  thence,  in  1857,  to 
Sauk  Rapids,  where  lie  was  engaged  as  journey- 
man printer  most  of  the  time  until  1859,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Cloud  and  became  one  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  “ St.  Cloud  Times.”  In  180(1,  he  sold 
his  interest  in  the  “Times,”  and  went  to  St.  Paul 
to  work  on  the  “ Pioneer,”  which  he  continued  un- 
til 1807,  when  he  removed  to  Sauk  Centro  and 
started  the  “Sauk  Centre  Herald.”  Soon  after, 
his  brother  became  a partner,  and  the  business  was 
continued  and  disposed  of  as  previously  stated. 
Mr.  Simonton’s  wife  was  Miss  Jennie  Stabler,  of 
Sauk  Centre,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  1871. 
They  have  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are 
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now  living;  William  A.,  Benjamin  P.,  and  an  in- 
fant not  named. 

A.  G.  Whitney  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Henne- 
pin enmity,  Minnesota,  on  the  11th  of  May,  18(10. 
lie  moved  with  liis  parents,  successively,  to  Pair 
Haven,  St.  (!loinl,  and  Clearwater,  his  mother 
dying  at  the  latter  plane  in  August,  1870.  In 
18711,  he  went  to  Jive  with  an  uncle  at  Farminton, 
Minnesota,  where  he  met  with  a severe  accident,  from 
the  effects  of  which  he  has  never  fully  recovered; 
lie  was  dragged  under  a large  field  harrow  by  a 
runaway  team,  a distance  of  thirty-six  rods.  He 
attended  school  in  Clearwater  for  a time,  after 
which  lie  was  engaged  in  teaching.  During  the 
last  few  years  he  has  been  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness, and  since  August,  1880,  has  had  the  district 
agency  for  Northern  Minnesota,  for  the  Continen- 
tal Insurance  Company,  of  New  York. 

G.  II.  Whitney  is  also  a native  of  Brooklyn, 
Hennepin  county,  Minnesota,  born  in  November, 
1850.  His  biography  is  identical  with  that  of  his 
brother  as  given  above,  until  his  arrival  at  Far- 
mington. From  the  latter  place,  G.  H.  took  a trip 
through  Wisconsin,  but  returning  to  Farmington 
in  1874,  and  worked  on  a farm  for  a few  months, 
then  in  a flouring  mill  two  years,  and  again  on  a 
farm  for  one  year,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a 
partner  with  his  brother,  in  the  insurance  business. 
Their  headquarters  is  at  Sauk  Centre. 

II.  Wuttke,  carriage  manufacturer  and  black- 
smith, was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  30th  of 
March,  1845.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  in 
his  native  country  and  afterwards  served  in  the 
Prussian  army  from  1804  to  1870.  He  then  came 
to  America,  and  worked  in  St.  Paul  and  Minne- 
apolis until  1872,  after  which  he  was  engaged  for 
a time  on  a surveying  expedition.  Tn  1874,  he 
came  to  Sauk  Centre  and  worked  at  his  trade  and 
farming  until  1875,  when  lie  erected  his  present 
manufacturing  establishment.  An  average  of  live 
men  are  employed  in  those  shops.  Mr.  Wuttke 
was  married  in  187(1,  to  Miss  Minnie  Fritze,  of 
Wisconsin.  They  have  one  child,  named  Adolph. 

SAUK  CENTRE  TOWNSHIP. 

Ferdinand  Borgmann,  one  of  the  pionefcrs  of 
the  western  part  of  Steams  county,  was  born  in 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1825. 
He  worked  on  a farm,  when  not  attending  school, 
until  twenty -one  years  of  age.  In  1840,  became  a 
soldier  in  the  Prussian  army,  serving  through  the 
war  in  Germany  in  1848,  by  which  Prussia  became 
a constitutional  State.  In  1851,  came  to  the  United 


States,  locating  at  Toledo,  Ohio.  After  a few 
months,  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  for  four  years.  In  1855,  lie  vis- 
ited Kansas  and  Nebraska  with  a desire  to  find  a 
future  home,  but  returned  only  to  look  in  another 
direction.  In  185(1,  he  removed  to  Minnesota, 
locating  in  Hake  George  township,  Stearns  county, 
which  was  his  homo  for  eight  years.  In  1805,  ho 
came  to  his  present  farm  in  Sauk  Centre  township, 
where  he  now  lives,  having  a well  furnished  farm 
and  a comfortable  home.  He  has  another  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Ashley  town- 
ship. He  has  lilied  the  office  of  Supervisor  for 
seven  terms.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Antoinette 
E.  Sherman  in  1854.  They  have  eight  living 
children. 

S.  G.  Barnard  was  born  in  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1830.  His  father  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  Oxford  county,  and  was  a 
soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  His  grandfather  was 
in  the  naval  service  during  the  Revolutionary  war, 
and  was  captured  six  times  by  the  British.  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  Mr.  Barnard  left  home  and 
became  an  apprentice  in  a printing  office  in  the 
city  of  Portland.  Maine.  After  serving  one  year, 
he  went  into  a printing  office  at  Natick,  Massachu- 
setts, and  the  following  year  commenced  the  study 
of  book-keeping  in  Boston,  completing  a full 
course  at  the  Business  College,  after  which  he  was 
employed  as  book-keeper  for  some  time.  In  1858,  he 
came  west,  and  located  in  Otsego,  Wright  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  taught  school  and  farmed 
till  1802,  when  he  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Sauk 
Centre,  where  lie  has  lived  since,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years.  When  the  Indians  drove  the 
people  from  their  homes  in  1802,  he,  with  his  fam- 
ily, went  to  Anoka,  remaining  two  years,  then  re- 
turned to  his  farm.  Mr.  Barnard  married  Miss 
Sarah  Jane  Barnard,  on  the  3d  of  February,  1800 
They  have  three  children. 

IIenry  Botz  was  born  in  the  province  of  Rhine, 
Prussia,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1810.  He  learned 
the  weaving  business  in  his  native  country,  ('mi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1852,  and  located 
in  Ozaukee  county,  Wisconsin,  and  after  some  time, 
to  Brown  county.  In  1870,  came  to  Stearns 
county,  Minnesota,  and  located  on  his  present  farm 
in  Sauk  Centre,  and  still  resides  on  the  same.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Dornveiler,  on  the 
13th  of  November,  1830.  They  have  seven  living 
children. 

Conrad  Botz  was  born  in  Ozaukee  county,  Wis- 
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cousin,  on  the  4th  of  June,  1854.  He  is  the  eighth 
child  in  his  father’s  family,  and  lives  on  the  home- 
stead, carrying  on  his  father’s  farm.  Married  Miss 
Annie  M.  Zapf,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1876.  They 
have  had  four  children,  hut  two  of  whom  are  living. 

Daniel  Buckley  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the 
15th  of  January,  1844.  During  his  youth,  he 
worked  on  a farm  and  in  the  pineries  until  1870, 
when  he  came  on  a prospecting  trip  through  Min- 
nesota to  the  Red  River  Valley,  returning  to 
Canada  the  same  season.  The  next  year  he  again 
visited  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a farm  in  section 
thirty -four,  Sauk  Centre  township,  on  which  he  has 
lived  ever  since,  although  employed  in  the  pine- 
ries several  winters.  He  was  married  on  the  3d  of 
January,  1881. 

A.  Cleveland,  (deceased)  a native  of  Vermont, 
avus  horn  in  the  year  1800.  lie  lived  for  a time  in 
the  state  of  Now  York,  hut  moved  to  the  state  of 
Ohio  in  1840,  thence  to  Michigan,  and  in  1867, 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a farm  in  Sauk 
Centre,  on  which  he  lived  till  his  death  in  1875. 
He  married  Miss  Susan  Sill  in  1823,  who  died  in 
1840.  In  March,  1841,  he  married  Miss  E.  Jud- 
son,  and  his  widow  still  makes  her  home  on  the 
farm.  Two  of  their  sons,  Addison  and  George,  con- 
duct the  farming  interests,  and  live  with  their 
mother. 

G.  E.  Davis,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town,  and  a 
native  of  Merrimack  county,  New  Hampshire,  was 
born  on  the  26tli  of  February,  1839.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  machinist,  and  worked  at  that  business 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1856,  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois, making  that  State  his  home  for  two  years, 
then  in  the  month  of  June,  1858,  came  to  Sauk 
Centre  township,  and  was  employed  for  some  time 
on  the  mill-dam  which  was  constructed  at  the  pres- 
ent site  of  Sauk  Centre.  In  1859,  he  took  a claim 
on  sections  fifteen  and  twenty-two,  in  the  township 
of  Sauk  Centre.  In  1862,  ho  enlisted  in  the  Sec- 
ond Minnesota  Battery,  serving  three  years.  Du- 
ring the  time  of  his  soldier  life,  he  was  confined  in 
the  hospitals  at  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro’  for  six 
months,  and  has  never  fully  recovered  from  injuries 
received  while  in  the  army.  On  being  dis 
charged,  he  visited  his  friends  in  the  East  but 
soon  returned  to  Minnesota.  He  worked  a number 
of  years  at  the  carpenter  business,  and  in  1868, 
caiLe  to  his  present  farm  in  Bank  Centre  township, 
where  he  has  lived  ever  since,  lie  married  Miss 
Mary  Bradley,  July  20th,  1868.  They  have  one 
child,  Eva  May. 


Tobias  Engel,  a native  of  Switzerland,  was  born 
on  the  17th  of  January,  1847.  His  parents  emi- 
grated to  America  when  Tobias  was  but  an  infant, 
locating  in  the  county  of  Dubuque,  Towa,  on  a 
farm.  After  nine  years,  the  family  removed  to 
Olmsted  county,  Minnesota.  His  father  was  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county.  Mr  Engel 
lived  with  his  parents  till  1879,  when  he  came  to 
the  town  of  Sauk  Centre  and  located  on  section 
twelve.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Schuyler,  on 
the  5th  of  March,  1869.  They  have  four  living 
children. 

Pakker  C.  Harder,  a native  of  Steuben  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  25tli  of  December, 
1837.  He  spent  his  boyhood  under  the  parental 
roof,  but  after  attaining  his  majority,  moved  to 
Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  till 
1861,  when  he  moves]  to  Webster  City,  Iowa,  and 
thence  to  Minnesota  in  1878,  stopping  for  some 
time  near  Minneapolis,  and  then  to  his  farm  in 
section  eighteen,  Sauk  Centre  township.  He  served 
for  three  years  during  the  Rebellion,  in  the  Seventh 
Iowa  Cavalry.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  Seely,  of 
Webster  City,  Iowa,  September  29th,  1862.  Their 
children  are,  Harriet  E.,  Harry  C.,  Everton  B., 
Lillie  G.,  Daniel  P.,  Frederick,  Clara,  and  Maud. 

Peter  Klein  was  born  in  the  province  of  Rhine, 
Prussia,  on  the  18th  of  December,  1835.  The 
family  emigrated  to  the  United  States  when  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  but  seven  years  old,  and 
located  in  Outagamie  county,  Wisconsin.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  till  1862,  when  he  began  to 
farm  for  himself  on  an  adjacent  farm.  In  1866) 
he  moved  to  Stearns  county,  Minnesota,  and  lo- 
cated on  a farm  in  the  township  of  St.  Martin  for 
about  two  years,  and  then  removed  to  his  present 
farm  in  the  township  of  Sauk  Centre.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Anna  M.  Miller  in  1862,  who  died  on 
the  27th  of  June,  1877.  His  present  wife  was 
Miss  Dora  Fredrich,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
the  16th  of  July,  1878.  Mr.  Klein  is  the  father 
of  eight  children,  of  whom  two  are  living. 

J.  D.  Pangburn  was  born  in  Albany  county, 
New  York,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1802.  His 
grandfather  settled  in  the  county  of  his  nativity 
before  tho  revolutionary  war,  and  his  father  was 
also  born  and  raised  there.  Mr.  Pangburn  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  till  ho  was  about  thirty  years 
of  age,  when  he  moved  to  Saratoga  county,  and 
commenced  farming  for  himself.  He  next  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  and  thence,  after  two  years,  to 
Monroe  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  lived  nine 
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years.  Tn  18(iG,  ho  removed  to  the  farm  in  Sauk 
Centre  township  where  ho  still  resides.  Despite  the 
weight  of  more  than  three  score  and  ten  years, 
Mr.  Pangburn  continues  to  manage  his  own  farm. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Polly  Houck,  on  the  8th 
of  May,  1825.  They  have  eight  children. 

John  Rue,  a native  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, was  born  on  the  Gth  of  February,  1834. 
While  Mr.  Rue  was  a small  boy  the  family  moVed 
to  Ohio,  where  they  lived  until  1855,  and  came  to 
Olmsted  county,  Minnesota.  In  18G6,  Mr.  Rue 
came  to  Stearns  county,  and  took  a claim  in  sec- 
tion twenty -four,  which,  by  good  management  and 
industry,  now  affords  himself  and  family  a com- 
fortable home.  He  being  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Stearns  county,  suffered  many  privations, 
but,  having  a pioneer  spirit,  overcame  all.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Schuyler,  on  the  23d  of 
April,  1863.  They  have  two  children  living. 

Henry  Sprague  was  born  in  Chenango  county, 
New  York,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1808.  The 
following  year  the  family  moved  to  Ontario  county, 
and  in  1823,  came  to  Oakland  county,  Michigan. 
When  Mr.  Sprague  was  about  nineteen  years  of 
age,  he  left  home  and  commenced  to  work  at  the 
carpenter  business.  He  followed  his  trade  in 
Michigan  till  1838,  when  lie  went  to  Iroquois 
county,  Illinois,  following  the  same  business.  In 
1854,  lie  came  to  Dakota  county,  Minnesota,  mak- 
ing his  home  there  until  18G5,  when  he  moved  to 
his  present  farm  on  section  eleven,  in  Sauk  Centre 
township,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss 
L.  C.  Walker,  a native  of  Maine,  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1833.  They  have  four  children. 

Martin  H.  Smith  was  born  in  the  town  of  Jef- 
ferson, Scholiaire  county,  New  York,  on  the  24tli 
of  January,  1820.  In  1832,  the  family  moved  to 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  the  Academy  at  Concord  and  Lenox, 
Ohio,  making  his  father’s  house  his  home  until 
1814,  when  lie  left  the  parental  roof,  and  went  to 
Michigan  Central  College,  from  which  institution 
he  graduated,  and  soon  began  to  preach  the  gos- 
pel, holding  protracted  meetings  in  different  parts 
of  the  State  until  184!).  Mr.  Smith  was  identified 
with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  Then  he 
went  to  the  state  of  New  York,  being  pastor  in 
different  churches  till  185G,  when  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, and  located  in  the  town  of  Eyota,  Olmsted 
county.  He  lived  in  various  parts  of  the.  State, 
organizing  churches  and  preaching  the  gospel  for 


five  years.  In  1861,  he  came  to  his  present  farm, 
but  in  a short  time,  because  of  the  Indian  outbreak, 
moved  to  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  thence 
to  Wisconsin.  In  1875,  he  returned  to  his  farm 
on  which  he  has  lived  since  that  time.  His  home 
is  located  on  section  thirty-four.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  A.  Holmes  on  the  28th  of  March,  184J. 
They  have  live  children. 

L.  M.  Thomason,  a native  of  Roanoke  county, 
Virginia,  was  born  on  the  30tli  of  November,  1828. 
In  1843,  the  family  removed  to  Putnam  county, 
Indiana.  After  helping  his  father  till  he  was  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
two  years  in  Ladoga,  Montgomery  county,  learning 
the  blacksmith  trade.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
apprenticeship,  he  formed  a partnership  with  his 
former  master.  This  copartnership  continued  for 
two  years,  when  he  opened  a shop  of  his  own  in 
the  same  town,  and  controlled  it  for  four  years, 
then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for  two 
years.  Then  moved  on  a farm,  and  after  eight 
years,  removed  to  Boone  county,  Indiana,  where 
he  kept  a store  until  1865.  He  then  made  a tour 
through  Minnesota,  but  soon  returned  to  Indiana. 
In  18G7,  he  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  bought  his  present  farm,  and  has  lived 
on  it  ever  since.  He  is  one  of  the  most  extensive 
farmers  in  the  county,  and  has  his  farm  in  a good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  married  Miss  Eveline 
Wilson  in  1848,  who  died  January  20th,  1851.  He 
married  for  a second  wife,  Miss  H.  Spencer,  in 
August,  1853.  Mr.  Thomason  is  the  father  of 
eight  children,  live  of  whom  are  living. 

Oddy  Truax  was  born  in  Monroe  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1833.  While  young,  he 
worked  with  his  father  at  the  carpenter  business. 
After  becoming  of  age,  Mr.  Truax  went  to  Indiana, 
where  ho  engaged  in  farming  pursuits  till  18G3, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in  Scott 
county.  He  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  Fourth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  After  receiving  his  dis- 
charge, returned  to  his  former  home,  but  in 
18GG,  moved  to  Sauk  Centre,  and  the  following 
spring  took  a homestead  in  section  thirty-four, 
which  has  since  been  his  home,  with  the  exception 
of  two  years  that  he  lived  on  a rented  farm  in 
Todd  county.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Sal- 
mond,  on  the  2d  of  June,  18G0.  They  have  three 
children. 

Josiah  Wood,  a native  of  New  York,  was  born 
on  the  21  of  September,  1828.  When  he  was 
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twelve  years  old,  the  family  moved  to  Jefferson 
county,  and  in  1844,  to  Wisconsin.  The  follow- 
ing year,  Mr.  Wood  left  home,  and  spent  seven  years 
in  roaming  over  the  States.  In  about  1850,  located 
in  New  York,  and  learned  the  wagon  makers’ 
trade, and  after  spending  three  years  in  that  shop, 
returned  to  his  father’s  home  in  Wisconsin,  where 
lie  worked  at  his  trade  and  taught  school.-  In 
1801,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  Blue 
Earth  county,  on  a farm.  In  1808,  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry, 
serving  about  two  years.  On  receiving  his  dis- 
charge, returned  to  Blue  Earth  county,  but  soon 
after,  sold  his  farm  and  came  to  Sauk  Centre 
township.  In  a short  time,  he  went  to  Fort 
Wadsworth  in  the  employ  of  the  Government, 
but  in  about  eight  years,  returned  to  his  farm, 
which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Naomi  S.  Cooper  on  the  5tli  of  May, 
18(!1.  They  have  two  children. 


SPRING  HILL. 

CHAPTER  CXV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT FIRST 

THINGS RELIGIOUS ORGANIZATION AGRICUL- 
TURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  town  lies  in  the  southwestern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which 
5,398  are  under  cutivation.  The  surface  is  chiefly 
a high  rolling  prairie,  except  along  the  Sauk  river, 
which  waters  a few  sections  in  the  eastern  part, 
and  is  bordered  by  a narrow  belt  of  timber.  Stony 
brook  l ist's  in  the'  northwest  part  of  the  town.llows 
in  a southeasterly  direction,  and  enters  the  Sauk 
river  on  section  twenty-four.  This,  and  several 
other  small  streams  which  rise  in  the  town,  are  fed 
by  line  largo  springs,  usually  found  on  the  high 
lands,  and  from  which  fact  the  town  derives  its 
name.  The  soil  is  a heavy  clay  loam  with  a clay 
subsoil,  except  along  the  Sauk  river,  where  it  is 
more  sandy. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  Jesse  B. 
Getehell,  who  made  a claim  on  the  east  side  of 
Sauk  river  in  1857.  He  is  still  living  there,  but 
has  been  absent  a portion  of  the  time  since. 

West,  of  the  river,  but  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  the  following  settlors  made  claims  in  18(H) : 
Peter  Gail,  John  E.  Unger,  John  A.  Schoenborn, 


Zeno  Och,  George  Bauch,  and  Joseph  Rauch. 
The  first  three  are  deceased,  but  the  others  are 
now  living  here.  Since  then,  the  population  has 
steadily  increased  until  in  1880,  there  were  548 
persons  residing  in  the  town. 

The  first  child  born  was  Mary  Och,  in  July, 
1800.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  Joseph  Metzger 
and  resides  in  Oalc  township. 

The  first  death  was  John  A.  Schoenborn,  in  1803. 

The  first  marriage  also  took  place  in  1803,  the 
parties  being  Frank  Aegner  and  Miss  Anna  Petre. 

The  first  school  was  held  in  the  summer  of  1807, 
by  Henry  Durr,  in  a frame  sclioolhouse  on  section 
twenty- seven ; it  was  removed  about  eight  years 
ago  to  section  twenty-two,  where  it  is  still  in  use. 
Besides  this,  there  are  two  other  buildings  in  the 
township,  one  situated  on  section  thirteen,  and  the 
other  on  section  twenty-eight. 

The  first  church  was  a log  building,  erected  on 
section  twenty-two  about  1804.  It  was  burned 
about  ten  years  ago,  and  in  its  stead  has  been 
erected  a commodious  frame  church,  adjoining 
which  is  a brick  parsonage,  erected  in  1881. 

This  territory  had  been  included  in  some  town- 
ship organization  since  1858,  but  in  1871,  Spring 
Hill  was  organized  with  its  present  boundaries. 
The  first  election  was  held  at  the  residence  of  F. 
W.  Lenz,  on  the  10th  of  July,  at  which  the  fol- 
lowing oiiicers  were  chosen:  Supervisors,  Nicholas 
Hennen,  Chairman,  John  Gross,  and  Gerhard  Stal- 
berger;  Clerk,  F.  W.  Lenz;  Assessor,  Andrew 
Stalberger;  and  Treasurer,  Conrad  Kerkhof. 

The  report  for  1880  shows  the  following  pro- 
ducts : wheat,  G4,r30  bushels;  oats,  15,438  bushels; 
corn,  3,030  bushels;  barley,  610  bushels;  potatoes, 
3,264  bushels;  wild  hay,  1,904  tons;  apples,  7 
bushels;  wool,  406  pounds;  and  butter,  14,430 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

.Rev.  Ambrosius  Letiiert  was  born  in  Germany, 
on  the  30tli  of  October,  1854.  Ho  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  1870,  remaining  four  years  in 
Pennsylvania,  then  came  to  Minnesota  and  entered 
St.  John’s  College,  from  which  he  graduated  and 
was  ordained  a prieston  the  1st  of  November,  1879. 
Tn  the  month  of  January,  1880,  he  was  stationed 
at  Spring  Hill  in  charge  of  St.  Michael’s  church. 
He  has  a fine  residence  just  completed,  near  the 
church.  His  charge  includes  the  towns  of  Spring 
ilill,  Lake  George,  and  part  of  Lake  Henry. 

Frederick  \V.  Lenz  dates  his  birth  in  Prussia, 
on  the  22d  of  November,  1841.  lb'  came  to 
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America  with  bin  parents,  who  located  in  Kenosha 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1850.  In  1860,  they  re- 
moved to  Bello  Blaine,  Scott  county,  Minnesota, 
and  the  following  year,  to  St.  Peter.  Here  Fred- 
erick taught  in  the  public  schools  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Stearns  county,  and  was 
engaged  in  teaching  one  year  at  Richmond,  and 
the  same  length  of  time  in  Spring  Hill,  then  St. 
Martin  township.  At  the  latter  place  lie  met  and 
married  Miss  Mary  Schoenborn,  and  soon  after,  re- 
moved to  his  present  residence  on  section  twenty- 
two.  In  1871,  Mr.  Lenz  drafted  and  circulated  a 
petition  for  the  organization  of  Spring  Hill.  He 
was  the  first  Town  Clerk,  and  gave  the  town  its 
name.  He  has  filled  several  official  positions  since, 
and  during  his  residence  in  St.  Martin,  was  elected 
to  a seat  on  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners. 
In  1868,  he  secured  the  establishment  of  the  Post- 
office  and  mail  route,  and  was  the  first  Postmaster 
in  the  town.  On  the  17th  of  January,  1876,  his 
wife  died,  leaving  four  children;  Mary,  Christian, 
Peter  W.,  and  John;  another,  Elizabeth,  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Lenz  chose  his  second  wife,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  1 ).  Brown,  nec  Unger,  the  marriage  tak- 
ing place  on  the  6th  of  November,  1878.  They 
have  two  children;  Theresa  and  Joseph. 

Joseph  Odermann,  a native  of  Prussia,  was 
bom  in  the  year  1851.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1867,  stopping  for  a few  weeks  in  Wis- 
consin. Then  came  to  Minnesota,  first  to  Cold 
Spring  City,  then  to  Richmond  for  several  years, 
and  in  187U,  removed  to  Spring  Hill,  and  still  re- 
sides in  this  town.  He  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade  in  the  old  country,  and  has  followed  it 
through  life.  He  built  a shop  on  section  twenty- 
two,  and  in  1875,  moved  it  to  his  present  location 
in  section  twenty-one.  He  has  been  Town  Clerk 
for  the  last  live  years,  and  School  district  Clerk 
since  the  organization  of  district  number  thirty- 
eight.  In  1875,  a fire  destroyed  his  residence  with 
most  of  its  contents,  but  by  his  energy,  ho  soon 
regained  his  former  comfortable  condition.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Flesoli  on  the  10th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1875,  who  was  born  in  Fond-du-Lac  coui|ty, 
Wisconsin.  Their  children  are,  Margaret,  John, 
and  Barney. 

Zeno  Ocii.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a native 
of  Hessian,  Germany,  was  born  on  the  12th  of 
April,  18:14.  11  is  father,  Michael  Och,  was  a far- 

mer and  carpenter  by  trade.  Zeno  was  left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age,  his  mother  dying  when 
he  waH  about  one  year  old,  and  his  father,  when 


he  was  but  ten  years  of  age.  In  1846,  Michael 
Kempf,  an  old  friend  of  the  family,  brought  him 
to  America.  Mr.  Kempf  located  on  a farm  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  where  for  eight  years,  Zeno 
toiled  faithfully,  when  he  determined  to  make  his 
own  fortune  by  personal  ell'ort.  With  the  small 
amount  of  money  he  had  saved,  and  a scanty  sup- 
ply of  clothing,  he  proceeded  to  Fond-du-Lac 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  1860, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  selected  his  pres- 
ent pleasant  location  in  section  fifteen,  Spring 
Hill  township.  He  was  among  the  early  settlers 
of  this  town,  and  faced  the  privations  incident  to 
a pioneer  life.  The  first  wheat  he  had  for  the  mar- 
ket, he  sold  in  St.  Cloud  in  1862,  for  forty-nine 
cents  per  bushel.  He  was  instrumental  in  securing 
the  organization  of  the  township,  and  has  served 
several  terms  as  Supervisor,  and  is  a friend  to  all 
matters  looking  to  the  public  good.  He  married 
Miss  Walberga  Spatli,  in  1859.  They  have  nine 
children;  John,  Mary,  Joseph,  Cillea,  Magdalin, 
Mathias,  Anna,  Zeno,  and  Michael. 


WAKEFIELD. 


CHAPTER  CXVI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  — - EARLY  SETTLEMENT  ■ — 

COLD  SPRING  CITY ORGANIZATION SCHOOLS 

CHURCHES  AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS  — BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

This  town  lies  in  the  southeast  portion  of  the 
county.  It  contains  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of 
which  3,235  arc  under  cultivation,  and  embraces 
the  whole  of  township  123  north,  range  30  west. 
The  surface  is  undulating,  and  in  places,  quite 
broken,  with  here  and  there  a patch  of  open  prai- 
rie. The  greater  portion  of  the  town  is  covered 
with  brush  and  poplar  groves,  except  where  re- 
moved for  purposes  of  improvement.  The  soil  is 
variable,  but  chiefly  a dark  loam,  and  very  pro- 
ductive. The  Sauk  river  enters  the  town  on  sec- 
tion thirty,  and  crosses  in  an  easterly  direction, 
forming  an  excellent  water-power  at  Cold  Spring 
City. 

In  the  fall  of  1852,  Ashley  C.  Riggs,  now  of 
Montieello,  opened  an  Indian  trading  post  at  this 
place,  lie  conveyed  his  goods  up  the  Sauk  river 
from  Sauk  Rapids,  in  a bat  lean.  It  does  not  up- 
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pear,  however,  that  ho  remained  more  than  one 
season. 

In  1853,  William  Buchanan,  being  directed  by 
Gen.  Lowry,  then  residing  near  St.  Oloml,  made  a 
claim  near  the  present  Hite  ol'  (’old  Spring  City. 
I In  was  accompanied  by  a number  of  Winnebago 
Indians,  who  assisted  him  in  the  erection  of  a log 
cabin,  but  only  remained  a few  weeks. 

In  the  spring  of  1855,  a party  of  Germans  set- 
tled in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town,  near  the 
river.  Their  names  and  location  of  claims,  as  near 
as  can  be  ascertained,  were  as  follows:  Nicholas 

Jacoby  settled  on  section  fourteen,  and  still  resides 
there;  J.  Maselter  settled  on  the  same  section,  and 
also  remains  on  the  homestead;  Nicholas  Kansen 
located  on  section  twelve,  and  is  still  there;  John 
Theis  and  John  Fuchs  settled  on  section  fourteen, 
but  both  have  been  dead  for  some  time.  Nicholas 
Kirscli  made  a claim  on  section  thirteen;  he  is  also 
dead.  John  Ilatice  Areenault  and  Samuel  Wake- 
field made  claims  on  the  present  site  of  Cold 
Spring  City  m 1856.  Mr.  Areenault  seems  to 
have  included  the  greater  portion  of  the  town  site 
in  his  claim;  he  built  the  first  house  within  the 
present  limits  of  the  village,  it  being  located  on 
the  creek,  about  eighty  rods  from  the  river. 

Coll>  Simiing  City. — In  the  fall  of  1856,  Z. 
Gordon,  Joseph  Gibson,  Seth  Turner,  and  a Mr. 
St  rout,  purchased  the  greater  portion  of  Mr.  Aree- 
nault’s  claim,  and  had  this  village  surveyed  and 
platted.  They  began  the  improvement  of  the  water 
power,  and  built  a saw  mill  during  the  winter  of 
1856-57. 

. In  1862,  John  Fumade  started  a small  store, 
and  the  following  year,  Turner  and  Buss  also 
opened  a general  store.  They  were  followed  by 
flu'  Maurin  Brothers  in  1863,  who  opened  a mer- 
cantile establishment,  and  have  gradually  in- 
creased their  business  until  they  have  now  one  of 
the  largest  business  houses  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  Soon  after  coming  here,  they  purchased 
the  water-power,  but  disposed  of  it  in  1865,  to 
Thompson,  Clarke,  and  Waite,  who  erected  a flour- 
ing mill,  which  was  burned  after  running  a little 
over  a year.  It  was  re-lmilt  in  1868,  by  Clarke 
and  Waite,  but  the  latter  purchased  the  property 
in  1870,  and  still  owns  it.  It  is  three  and  a half 
stories  high,  including  the  basement,  and  has 
seven  run  of  stones,  one  set  of  corrugated,  and 
three  sets  of  smooth  rolls,  and  a capacity  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  barrels  per  day.  It  is 
now  being  remodeled  to  a full  roller  mill.  Al- 


though ten  miles  intervene  between  Cold  Spring 
City  and  the  nearest  railroad  station,  yet  the  ex- 
cellent quality  of  Hour  manufactured  by  this  mill, 
and  Hie  unquestioned  responsibility  and  honor- 
able business  standing  of  ils  owners,  lias  estab- 
lished a wheat  market  here,  second  to  none  in  the 
country,  and  which,  to  a very  great  extent,  has 
been  the  means  of  making  this  village  one  of  the 
most  active  in  this  part  of  the  State. 

This  town  was  organized  in  1858,  and  named 
Springfield,  but  changed  to  Wakefield  in  1870. 
The  territory  first  embraced  in  the  town  included 
the  present  township  of  Luxemburg,  until  the  or- 
ganization of  the  latter  in  1866,  when  Springfield 
was  reduced  to  the  present  limits  of  Wakefield. 

The  first  election  was  held  on  the  27th  of  May, 
1858,  at  which  the  following  oflicers  were  chosen: 
Supervisors,  Samuel  Wakefield,  Chairman,  G.  W 
Thompson,  and  N.  Schindler;  Assessor,  Andrew 
Scliuldeis;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  I).  B.  Sutton 
and  John  Schneider;  Town  Clerk,  Joseph  Gibson; 
Constables,  V.  Chevrefils  and  S.  Turner;  and  Over- 
seer of  roads,  M.  Brixius. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  held  in  the 
house  of  Michael  Nibler,  on  section  nine,  in  1859, 
by  Frank  Kuhn.  A log  school  house  was  erected 
the  following  year,  which  was  superseded  by  a 
frame  building,  in  1876. 

There  are  now  four  schools  in  the  town  in  which 
school  is  kept  during  the  regular  terms. 

The  first  mass  was  held  by  the  well  known  mis- 
sionary, Father  Pierz,  in  the  house  of  M.  Fuchs, 
in  1855.  A small  log  church  was  built  in  1857,  on 
seection  twelve,  which  burned  about  186U.  The 
present  frame  church  was  erected,  near  the  site 
of  the  old  one,  a few  years  later.  It  is  named  St. 
Jacob’s  Church. 

Father  Leo  erected  a small  frame  chapel,  called 
St.  Bonafacius  Church,  on  a little  hill,  about  one 
mile  east  of  Cold  Spring  City,  in  1877-78,  and  also 
commenced  the  erection  of  a church  in  the  village, 
which  is  yet  unfinished. 

The  products  of  Wakefield  in  1880,  were:  wheat, 
52,203  bushels;  oats,  28,722  bushels;  corn,  7,810 
bushels;  barley,  193  bushels;  rye,  210  bushels; 
potatoi  s,  3,433  bushels;  wild  hay,  1,442  tons; 
apples,  55  bushels;  wool,  1,071  pounds;  and  but- 
ter, 16,600  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

John  Fisciibaoii  is  a native  of  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  born  on  the  18th  of  November,  1818. 
lie  came  to  America  in  1855,  and  settled  in  Brown 
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county,  Wisconsin,  wliore  he  was  engaged  in  fann- 
ing until  18G2,  when  he  came  to  St.  Martin, 
Stearns  county,  and  continued  farming  until  the 
fall  of  1875.  lie  then  came  to  Cold  Spring  City, 
ii, ml  built  the  hotel  known  iih  the  l|1iu'iner,B  Home, 
of  which  lie  lias  since,  been  proprietor.  Mr.  Il'iseh- 
baeli  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Weber,  of 
Luxemburg,  in  1845;  she  died  in  1871,  leaving 
six  children;  Mary,  Katie,  Margaret,  Lizzie,  Math- 
ias, and  John.  He  was  again  married  in  1872,  to 
Katrina  Jacks,  of  Germany. 

John  Fircuisacu,  Jit.  is  a son  of  the  subject  of 
our  last  sketch,  and  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the 
<)th  of  December,  1846.  He  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  remaining  at  home  until  1862,  when 
lie  came  to  Cold  Spring  City.  In  1864,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  of  the  Eleventh  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  fall  of 
1865,  when  he  was  mustered  out  at  Port  Snelling. 
He  then  went  to  St.  Cloud  and  learned  the  trade 
of  harness-maker.  After  acquiring  his  trade,  by 
industry  and  economy  lie  soon  saved  sufficient 
money  to  enable  him  to  attend  three  terms  at  the 
University,  at  Payette,  Lowa.  In  1871,  lie  was  in 
the  harness  business  at  Cold  Spring  City,  but  soon 
after  went  to  Winona,  where  he  perfected  himself 
in  carriage  and  ornamental  painting,  for  which 
he  evinced  great  talent,  and  to  which  his  time  is 
now  exclusively  devoted.  He  has  also  taught 
school  three  terms,  in  Stearns  county.  Mr.  Fisch- 
bacli  was  united  in  marriage  with  Julia  E.  Fad- 
den,  of  New  York  Stale,  in  1868.  Of  eight  chil- 
dren, but  live  arc  living;  Mary  A.,  Frank  J.,  Mat- 
thew L.,  Leo  L.,  and  Peter  P. 

Mathias  Fisoiuiacii,  also  a son  of  John  Fiscli- 
bacli,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Luxemburg,  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1851 . Ho  came  to  America  and  to  Stearns 
county  with  his  parents.  In  1872,  lie  commenced 
an  apprenticeship  to  the  harness-maker’s  trade,  at 
Cold  Spring  City,  but  finished  it  at  Winona.  In 
1874,  lie  went  to  Wisconsin  and  was  engaged  in 
various  pursuits  in  that  State  and  elsewhere  until 
his  return  to  Cold  Spring  City  in  1879.  Ho  then 
began  working  for  his  brother,  but  since  the 
spring  of  1881),  lias  been  in  the  harness  business 
on  his  own  account. 

Fkih).  IIkokiun  dates  his  birth  in  Germany,  on 
the  26th  of  November,  1831.  He  came  to  America 
in  1851,  first  locating  at  llacinc,  Wisconsin.  In 
the  spring  of  1853,  he  removed  to  Mankato,  Min- 
nesota, and  nine  months  later,  to  Carver  county, 
taking  a claim  live  miles  from  Cliaska.  After  re- 


maining seven  years  on  this  farm  lie  bought  the 
Cliaska  House,  at  Cliaska,  and  run  it  for  six  years 
and  also  kept  a meat  market.  In  1860,  he  was 
elected  County  Surveyor  of  Carver  county,  and 
served  two  years.  In  1 862,  he  was  elected  Sherill', 
and  re-elected  at  each  succeeding  election  for 
eleven  years.  In  1873,  he  removed  to  Todd  county, 
built  a saw-mill  and  run  it  till  1877,  when  he  lo- 
cated at  Cold  Spring  City,  and  has  since  conducted 
a meat  market  here.  Mr.  Hecklin  was  married  in 
1852,  to  Carrie  Hoelsken,  of  Germany.  They  have 
had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living;  Fred. 
P.,  Bertha,  Hugo,  Ida,  Gustave,  and  Mollie. 

John  KiIay,  proprietor  of  the  Central  House,  and 
for  twenty-eight  years  a resident  of  Minnesota,  was 
born  in  Germany,  on  the  22d  of  March,  1833.  He 
came  to  America  in  1849,  remaining  in  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  until  1851,  when  he  removed  to  Racine, 
and  thence,  in  1853,  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  The 
following  year  lie  went  to  Scott  county  and  took  a 
claim  near  Shakopee,  on  which  he  resided  eight 
years.  He  then  rented  his  farm,  removed  to  Slialc- 
opec,  and  run  an  express  between  there  and  St. 
Paul  until  the  route  became  unnecessary  by  the 
building  of  a railroad.  In  1873,  he  came  to  Cold 
Spring  City,  and  has  been  in  the  hotel  business 
here  ever  since.  Mr.  Kray  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Katrina  Hartmann,  of  Germany,  in  1855.  Of 
nine  children,  the  result  of  this  union,  but  five  are 
living;  Mary,  Philip,  Kate,  Valentine,  and  Jo- 
seph H. 

Feank  F.  Kuhn  was  born  on  the  10th  of  Au- 
gust, 1829,  in  Bavaria,  Germany.  He  enjoyed  the 
school  privileges  of  his  native  country,  left  the 
parental  roof  in  1849,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States.  After  spending  one  winter  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, went  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  making  it  his  home 
for  seven  years.  Then  removed  to  Minnesota,  and 
located  in  this  township  in  1857.  He  taught  the 
lirst  school  in  the  district  of  which  he  is  now  a 
patron,  in  the  winter  of  1859.  Was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Snider,  on  the  4th  of  May,  1854. 
They  have  had  eight  children;  live  of  whom  are 
living. 

Maiious  Mauuin  is  a native  of  Austria,  born  on 
the  22d  of  April,  1837.  1 1 is  father  was  a gold- 

smith and  jeweler,  doing  business  in  nearly  every 
part  of  Europe.  In  1855,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  came  to  America,  and  remained  in  Chicago 
two  years,  engaged  in  mercantile  business.  Ill 
1857,  lie  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  was  en- 
gaged there  and  in  various  parts  of  the  State,  as 
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traveling  merchant,  until  1808,  when  he  located  at 
Cold  Spring  City  and  engaged  in  mercantile  and 
real  estate  business  in  company  with  his  brother. 
He  also  purchased  the  water-power  at  this  point, 
bid.  sold  it  in  1805.  Mr,  Mini riu  was  married  in 
1808,  to  Mary  A.  Laiier,  of  Chicago.  Their  chil- 
dren are,  Mary  F.,  Louisa  M.,  Annie  M.,  l’eter  P., 
and  Ros  M.  The  linn  of  Manrin  Brothers,  is  the 
heaviest  in  the  Sauk  valley,  if  not  on  the  Upper 
Mississippi,  having  branch  stores  at  St.  Joseph, 
Little  Falls,  and  Elizabeth.  Their  store  building 
at  Cold  Spring  City  is  divided  into  two  depart- 
ments; that  devoted  to  general  merchandise  is  100 
x25  feet,  and  the  hardware  department  100x18 
feet,  besides  a large  grain  elevator.  Their  merchan- 
dise sales  for  1881,  amounted  to  $185,000,  and 
their  grain  sales  to  $250,000. 

Joseph  Medved  was  born  in  Austria,  on  the  6th 
of  January,  1850.  He  was  engaged  in  mercantile 
business  in  different  countries  of  Europe  until 
1870,  when  he  entered  the  Austrian  army  and 
served  until  1878.  He  then  came  to  America, 
locating  at  Cold  Spring  City,  and  was  in  the  em- 
ploy of  Manrin  Brothers  until  July,  1870,  when 
lie  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business  on  his  own 
account.  Although  a young  man,  Mr.  Medved, 
by  his  energy  and  ability  is  doing  a very  pros- 
perous business;  his  sales  amounting  to  $35,000 
annually. 

John  Sauer  dates  his  birth  in  Iowa,  on  the 
24th  of  November,  1852.  At  an  early  age,  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Stillwater,  Minnesota, 
and  soon  after,  to  St.  Cloud,  where  he  remained 
until  1871.  He  then  removed  to  Cold  Spring- 
City,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  wagon-maker, 
which  has  been  his  business  ever  since.  In  May, 
1878,  lie  started  in  business  on  his  own  account 
and  is  quite  an  extensive  manufacturer  of  wagons, 
buggies,  sleds,  etc. ; lie  also  deals  in  wagon  and 
carriage  materials,  his  business  amounting  to  from 
$2,500  to  $3,000  annually.  Mr.  Sauer  was  mar- 
ried in  1879,  to  Elizabeth  Kinzer,  of  Minuesota. 
Tlieir  children  are,  Joseph  and  Nicholas. 

Nicholas  Weher  was  born  in  Luxemburg, 
Germany,  on  the  29th  of  October,  1842.  He  ca'me 
to  America  with  his  parents  in  1856,  and  after 
one  year’s  stay  in  Illinois,  came  to  Rockville, 
Stearns  county,  where  our  subject  remained,  work- 
ing on  a farm  about  four  years.  He  then  went  to 
Iowa,  and  in  1861,  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cav- 
alry, and  served  until  mustered  out  at  Clinton, 
Iowa,  in  August,  1865.  Ho  then  returned  to 


Rockville,  where  he  continued  farming  until  1880, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  in  the  employ  of 
Manrin  Brothers,  of  Cold  Spring  City. 


ZION. 


Zion  lies  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county 
and  has  an  area  of  23,040  acres,  of  which  7,390 
are  under  cultivation.  The  surface  is  generally  a 
rolling  prairie,  with  numerous  tracts  of  marsh,  or 
“hay  sloughs,”  in  which  appear  a large  number 
of  boulders. 

The  soil  is  a clayey  loam  with  a clay  subsoil. 

The  first  settler  appears  to  have  been  Michael 
F.  Plantikow,  a Prussian,  who  settled  on  section 
thirty-two,  in  the  summer  of  1860.  He  was  soon 
followed  by  David  Moede,  M.  Nehring,  Gottlieb, 
and  Weber,  who  settled  near  by.  During  the  same 
season,  John  Blonigen,  H.  B.  Meyer,  and  others 
settled  in  the  north  part  of  the  town. 

This  town  xvas  a part  of  Verdale  until  1867, 
when  a separate  organization  was  effected,  and  the 
name  of  Zion  adopted. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Augusta 
Plantikow,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1860.  The 
first  death  was  Mrs.  Hannah  L.  Nehring,  in  1869. 

The  first  marriage  was  in  1862,  the  contracting 
parties  being  John  Sclilick  and  Miss  Veronika  Ley. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  1866,  by  John 
Moore,  in  a log  school  house  which  is  yet  in  use. 

The  first  religious  service  was  held  in  the  win- 
ter of  1860-61.  A German  Evangelical  Church 
was  organized  the  fall  before,  and  a class  formed 
with  M.  F.  Plantikow,  leader.  The  congregation 
now  numbers  one  hundred  and  twenty,  and  ser- 
vices are  held  every  Sabbath.  Their  church  build- 
ing Avas  erected  in  1871;  it  is  well  finished  and 
commodious. 

This  is  one  of  the  best  agricultural  towns  in  the 
county,  and  although  the  first  sod  was  turned  but 
twenty  years  ago,  and  but  sparsely  settled  for  a 
number  of  years  afterward,  it  now  has  the  largest 
J cultivated  acreage  of  any  town  in  Stearns  county. 

| The  population,  according  to  the  last  census,  was 
[ 661  persons. 

The  agricultural  report  for  1880  shows  the  fol- 
lowing products:  wheat,  75,012  bushels;  oats,  47,- 
415  bushels;  corn,  6,045  bushels;  barley,  1,418 
bushels;  rye,  120  bushels;  buckwheat,  3 bushels; 
potatoes,  2,876  bushels;  beans,  3 bushels;  cult i - 
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vatod  liny,  11  tons;  wild  liay,  2,148  tons;  apples, 
2(5  bushels;  tobacco,  30  pounds;  wool,  2,254 
pounds;  butter,  12,462  pounds;  and  honey,  5 
pounds. 

IIIOGEAFIIICAL. 

Joseph  M.  Gillitzer,  a native  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  was  born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1860. 
lie  received  his  education,  chiefly  in  his  native 
land.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1876,  locating 


in  Kansas,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching  school. 
The  climate  did  not  agree  with  him,  and  he  suf- 
fered severely  from  asthma.  After  about  one  and 
a half  years  experience  in  that  State,  by  the 
advice  of  his  physicians  he  came  to  Minnesota 
and  settled  in  Stearns  county.  He  lias  regained 
his  health,  and  been  very  successful  in  teaching, 
his  large  gift  of  earnestness  and  zeal  having  won 
him  a prominent  position  as  an  instructor,  llis 
parents  still  reside  in  Germany. 


WRIGHT  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  CXVII. 


GENERAL  DESOEIPTION  PHYSICAL  FEATURES  

EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION GRASSHOP- 
PERS  POLITICAL  CHANGES — THE  WRIGHT  COUNTY 

WAR THE  GINSENG  TRADE — THE  OLD  JAIL 

WAR  MATTERS-  THE  INDIAN  SCARES. 

Wright  county  is  situated  in  the  east  central 
portion  of  the  State,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  by  which  it  is  separated  from  Sher- 
burne and  Anoka  counties  on  the  north.  Its  east- 
ern boundary  is  Hennepin  county,  most  of  which 
line  is  marked  by  Crow  river.  Carver  and  McLeod 
counties  south,  and  Meeker  and  Stearns  west,  the 
hitter  partly  marked  by  Clearwater  river,  com- 
plete its  boundary.  With  more  than  half  its  out- 
line marked  by  streams,  its  shape  is  irregular.  Its 
extreme  length  from  east  to  west  is  thirty-six 
miles,  while  its  average  breadth  is  not  far  from 
twenty  miles,  north  and  south. 

Along  the  Mississippi  and  Crow  rivers,  as  well 
as  on  the  Clearwater  river,  are  found  excellent 
water-powers,  some  of  which  are  already  utilized. 

The  surface  of  the  county  is  gently  undulating, 
with  occasional  portions  somewhat  hilly.  A few 
beautiful  prairies,  bordered  by  brush  land,  are 
found  mostly  in  the  northern  part;  tin'  remainder 
being  timber  and  meadow  land. 

it  is  dotted  with  numerous  lakes,  whose  clear, 


lucid  waters  enrich  the  scenery  and  furnish  unlim- 
ited enjoyment  to  sportsmen  and  pleasure-seekers. 
Some  of  these  lakes  are  already  becoming  popu- 
lar, and  are  destined  to  become  favorite  watering 
places.  No  town  in  the  county  is  destitute  of 
lakes,  while  myriad  streams,  which,  as  well  as  the 
lakes,  are  fed  by  springs,  afford  ample  attraction 
to  stock  growers  and  farmers,  while  serving  the 
further  purpose  of  drainage,  thereby  rendering 
its  area  free  from  the  malarious  influences  exist- 
ing in  less  favored  localities.  The  soil  is  very 
fertile,  and  produces  in  abundance,  all  the  varied 
lint  of  cereals  and  vegetables  grown  in  the  North- 
west. Year  by  year  the  timbered  area  is  lessen- 
ing, and  fertile  fields  supplant  the  primeval  forests, 
as  do  pleasant  rural  homes  the  late  wigwam  of  the 
native,  or  the  still  more  recent  claim  shanty  of  the 
early  pioneer. 

Wright  county,  with  other  territory  west  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  was  once  included  in  the  Span- 
ish claims;  later  by  the  French,  and  in  1803,  with 
the  lands  embraced  in  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  early  pioneers 
found  other  claimants  in  that  once  powerful  tribe 
— the  Dakotas,  whose  rights  were  relinquished  by 
the  treaty  of  July  23d,  1851.  But  back  of  all  these 
were  that  long  departed  race,  the  Mound  Builders, 
whose  only  record  is  the  mounds  still  plainly 
marked  along  the  principal  streams,  and  on  the 
margins  of  many  lakes.  No  county  in  this  his- 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


tone  valley  furnishes  more  frequent  evidence  of  a 
former  habitation  by  this  mysterious  people,  of 
whose  origin,  history,  or  ultimate  fate  we  know 
absolutely  nothing.  That  they  were  the  first 
human  dwellers  here  is  not  a matter  of  doubt,  but 
whether  their  disappearance  is  due  to  war,  famine, 
disease,  or  other  causes,  is  yet,  and  may  ever  re- 
main an  impenetrable  mystery.  A few  crumbling 
human  bones,  bits  of  rude  pottery,  and  a few  im- 
perfectly fashioned  tools,  are  all  that  is  left  behind, 
and  of  the  mounds  \ve  only  know  that: — 

“ A race  that  Ion"  has  passed  away 

Built  them!  A disciplined  and  populous  race, 

Heaped,  with  Ion"  toil,  the  earth,  while  yet  the  Greek 
Was  hewing  the  Pcntelicus  to  forms 
Of  symmetry,  and  rearing  on  its  rock, 

The  glittering  Parthenon.  * * * * ” 

lint  the  hands  that  reared  these  piles  have  long 
since  mingled  with  the  mother  earth,  leaving  but 
meager  records  of  their  work. 

“The  solitude  of  centuries  untold 

Has  settled  where  they  dwelt.  * * * All  is  gone — 

All  save  the  piles  of  earth  that  hold  their  bones — 

The  platforms  where  they  worshiped  unknown  gods— 
The  barriers  which  they  builded  from  the  soil, 

To  keep  the  foe  at  bay.  ****** 

Thus  change  the  forms  of  being.  Thus  arise 
ltaces  of  living  tilings,  glorious  in  strength, 

And  perish.” 

Early  Settlement. — The  first  white  men  to 
locate  homes  within  the  present  borders  of  Wright 
county,  were  John  McDonald,  Sen.,  and  David  Mc- 
Pherson, in  July,  1852.  Their  claims  were  in  the 
present  town  of  Otsego,  where  the  former  still 
lives.  He  is  the  oldest  settler  in  the  county,  and 
is  prominently  identified  with  its  organization,  as 
is  shown  by  his  biography  elsewhere  given.  Mr. 
McPherson’s  residence  here  was  brief.  The  reputed 
wealth  of  the  Pike’s  Peak  gold  fields  induced  his 
emigration  i hither,  from  which  locality  lie  after- 
wards removed  to  Wisconsin.  During  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  of  1852,  several  claims  were 
taken  near  Monticello.  Prominent  among  these 
early  claimants  were  H.  W.  McCrory  and  F.  M. 
Cadwell,  the  former  of  whom  was  one  of  the  first 
officers  of  the  county. 

No  beaten  track  or  highway  then  existed  be- 
tween these  settlements — naught  save  the  tortuous 
Indian  trail  winding  along  the  margin  of  the  river; 
and  it  was  not  until  the  spring  of  1851,  that  a 
wagon  road  was  cut  between  tlieso  points  by  Mr. 
McCrory  and  others.  Five  days  were  required  to 
hew  out  this  rough  passage  through  the.  forest, 
which  even  then  was  a barely  passable  route. 


About  tliis  time  settlers  began  to  locate  in  otlie 
parts  of  the  county,  as  will  appear  in  the  severs 
town  histories  following. 

OuuANiz.vrroN.  The  act  providing  for  the  or 
gaiiizatiuii  of  Wright,  enmity  passed  the  Tenilo 
rial  Legislature,  and  was  approved  February  2(l(h 
18(15.  Its  prescribed  boundaries  were  substan- 
tially as  before  given,  though  soubsequent  clian get 
have  occurred  in  contiguous  territory  by  the  form- 
ation of  new  counties,  and  tlie  annihilation  of  Davis 
county,  which  was  then  named  as  the  western 
boundary.  Tlie  name  given  tlie  county  was  in 
honor  of  Hon.  Silas  Wright,  a prominent  New 
York 'politician  of  that  time,  and  was  adopted  as  a 
compromise  after  a somewhat  animated  discussion. 
John  McDonald,  Sen.,  Archie  Downie,  and  J.  D. 
Taylor,  were  appointed  County  Commissioners. 
Monticello  was  designated  as  the  county  seat,  and 
there  the  Board  of  Commissioners  held  their  first 
meeting  on  the  9th  of  April,  1855,  the  first-named 
Commissioner  being  chosen  as  Chairman.  John 
O.  Haven  was  appointed  Clerk  of  the  board  and 
Register  of  Deeds;  Herbert  W.  McCrory,  Sheriff; 
William  Creighton,  District  Attorney;  James  C. 
Beekman,  County  Treasurer;  Israel  Heard,  Judge 
of  Probate;  John  O.  Haven,  County  Surveyor; 
Bow  Brasie,  Coroner;  Selali  Markham  and  Joseph 
Brown,  Assessors. 

Three  voting  precincts  were  formed  with  the  fol- 
lowing described  boundaries:  Big  Bend  precinct, 

bounded  on  tlie  east  by  a line  running  due  south 
from  John  O.  Haven’s  northwest  corner  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  hr  the  south  line  of  the  county,  south 
and  west  by  the  county  lines,  and  north  by  tlie 
Mississippi  river.  Monticello  precinct,  bounded 
on  the  north  by  tlie  Mississippi  river,  east  by  a line 
running  duo  south  from  the  northwest  corner  of 
L.  J >immiok’s  claim  to  the  south  line  of  the  county, 
south  by  the  south  line  of  the  county,  and  west  by 
Big  Bend  precinct.  Pleasant  Grove  precinct, 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Mississippi  river, 
east  and  south  by  Crow  river,  and  west  by  Monti- 
cello precinct. 

These  somewhat  imperfect  descriptions  were  due 
to  the  yet  undeveloped  region  included,  the  lands 
remaining  unsurveyed  until  July  and  August  of 
that  year. 

The  dwelling  house  of  Selali  Markham  was  des- 
ignated as  the  place  for  holding  elections  in  big 
Bend  precinct,  and  Selali  Markham,  John  C.  Dow, 
and  John  Oakes,  appointed  judges  of  election. 
John  C.  Dow  and  Archie  Downie  were  appointed 
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Justices  of  tlio  Peace,  and  Oscar  Dow  and  John 
Lowell,  Constables. 

In  Monticello  precinct  the  place  designated  was 
tlie  dwelling  house  of  William  Creighton.  Joseph 
Brown,  William  M.  Van  ness,  and  Samuel  M.  Mii- 
Mannns  wi're  appointed  judges  of  elections;  Sam- 
uel McMannus  and  George  INI.  Bertram,  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  and  Newell  Houllet  and  J.  B.  Rich, 
Constables. 

In  Pleasant  Grove  Precinct  the  dwelling  house 
of  John  McDonald  was  designated,  and  Ezra 
Tubbs,  Charles  Lambert,  and  Caleb  Chase  ap- 
pointed Judges  of  Election;  John  McDonald  and 
Ezra  Tubbs  were  appointed  Justices  of  the  Peace; 
and  William  Garsley  and  Otis  T.  True,  Constables. 

Archie  Downie,  Josiali  B.  Locke,  and  D.  L.  In- 
gersoll  were  appointed  Assessors. 

Each  precinct  constituted  a school  district,  with 
ollicers  or  agents,  as  follows:  No.  1,  Pleasant  Grove 
Precinct,  Dudley  P.  Chase;  No.  2,  Monticello,  Na- 
than Fletcher;  No.  3,  Big  Bend,  Selali  Markham. 

Rockford  and  Buffalo  Precincts  were  organized 
later,  in  1857. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  board  was  at  Monti- 
cello, July  2d,  1855,  at  which  petitions  were  re- 
ceived for  a county  road  from  Waterville,  at  the 
mouth  of  Crow  river,  to  Monticello,  and  from  Mon- 
ticello to  El  Dorado  City,  at  the  mouth  of  Clear- 
water river.  Both  petitions  were  granted,  and  the 
necessary  surveys  ordered.  Another  road  was 
asked,  from  John  McDonald’s  Landing  across  the 
county  to  the  Crow  river,  near  the  Bigelow  place, 
which  was  also  ordered  surveyed. 

A petition  was  also  received  from  J.  W.  liana- 
ford  and  others,  asking  the  formation  of  a new 
school  district.  The  following  appointments  were 
fla  n made:  J.  S.  Mason,  Judge  of  Flection  in 

Monticello  precinct,  vice  Samuel  M.  McMannus, 
removed  from  the  county;  Joseph  C.  Walker, 
Sheriff,  vice  Herbert  McCrory,  resigned;  David 
McPherson,  Judge  of  Election  in  Pleasant  Grove 
precinct,  vice  Ezra  Tubbs,  who  failed  to  qualify; 
and  It.  Brasie,  Treasurer,  vice  James  C.  Beckman, 
resigned. 

During  this  session  the  assessment  roll  was 
completed,  and  a tax  of  eleven  mills  to  the  dollar 
levied  on  all  taxable  property.  The  assessed  valu- 
ation, as  shown  by  the  completed  and  corrected 
roll,  was  $33,803,  on  which  a tax  of  $575.07  was 
levied,  $84.00  of  which  was  for  school  purposes. 
The  rolls  wore  placed  in  the  hands  of  Sheriff 
Walker  for  collection.  Grand  and  petit  jury  lists 


were  also  selected,  after  which  the  board  adjourned. 
Following  is  the  first  Grand  Jury  list: 


Josiali  B.  Locke, 

C.  L.  Boyd, 

Frederick  Barker, 

.1.  W.  Vcerhiss, 

E.  W.  Merrill, 

George,  M.  Bertram, 

Joseph  Brooks, 

David  Worthing, 

Samuel  Wilder, 

B.  I1'.  Bursley, 

Frederick  Emery, 

William  McDonald, 

Row  Brasie, 

John  E.  Dow, 

Nathan  Fletcher, 

John  Oakes, 

Abraham  Wood, 

Selali  Markham, 

Joseph  Brown, 

E.  Franklin  Palmer, 

J.  C.  Beekman, 

William  Cary, 

Caleb  Chase, 

A.  Bartlett, 

James  Phillips, 

William  Mann, 

Samuel'Carring, 

A.  J.  Hubbard, 

S.  W.  Lambert, 

H.  Bradley, 

L.  S.  Carpenter, 

Beriali  T.  Record, 

Ezra  Tubbs, 

William  Barnard, 

G.  Barnes, 

D.  B.  Sutton, 

D.  L.  Ingersoll, 

Henry  Chambers. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  board  was  held  Sep- 

tember  3d,  at  which  time 

a petition  was  received 

for  a road  running  from 

Monticello  south  to  Pcli- 

can  Lake,  then  called  Big 

; Lake. 

Bills  amounting  to  $12(1.52  were  audited  and 

allowed,  $31.37  of  which 

was  for  books  and  sta- 

tionery. 

The  taxes  collected  in  1855,  for  county  and 

school  purposes,  amounted  to  $293.52. 

The  Commissioners  of  1850  were:  Dudley  P. 
Chase,  H.  W.  McCrory,  and  Selali  Markham,  the 
first  of  whom  was  elected  Chairman.  Their  first 
meeting  was  held  January  7th,  1850.  At  a sub- 
sequent meeting  in  June,  $1,053.84  was  levied 
for  county  taxes,  $120.71  for  Territorial,  and  $319.- 
28  for  school  purposes.  The  fact  that  about  five- 
eighths  of  this  amount  was  assessed  to  Monticello 
will  serve  to  show  the  relative  advancement-  in  the 
precincts  at  that  date,  a fact  largely  attributable 
to  the  fertile  prairie  extending  back  from  the 
river,  which  first  lured  the  early  settlers  to  the  se- 
lection and  improvement  of  future  homes. 

GuASSHorriiRS. — The  19th  of  August,  1850,  is 
a date  not  likely  to  be  forgotten  by  the  early  set- 
tlers in  this  county,  for  on  that  day  arrived  the 
advance  guard  of  that  all-devouring  army  of 
winged  gourmands,  whose  ravages  spread  terror 
and  panic  among  the  inhabitants  and  well  nigh 
depopulated  the  young  settlements.  Rye  and 
Rio  Grand  wheat  escaped  with  little  injury,  the 
former  from  its  advanced  state,  and  the  latter 
from  the  protection  oll’orded  by  its  bearded  heads, 
as  well  as  its  almost  completed  maturity.  The 
hope  of  relief  occasioned  by  their  sudden  disap- 
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pearance  in  the  fall,  was  blighted  by  their  appear- 
ance in  largely  increased  numbers  the  following 
spring,  and  several  families,  overcome  with  fear  and 
discouragement,  gathered  their  personal  effects 
together,  and  took  their  llnal  departure.  Their 
retreat  proved  unwise  and  premature,  for  early  in 
, I line  the  grasshoppers  moved  southward,  having 
done  immense  damage  it  is  true,  but  still  leaving 
about  half  an  average  crop.  With  their  exit,  fear 
soon  gave  place  to  confidence,  and  an  era  of  hope- 
ful prosperity  dawned  upon  the  community.  In 
187(1-77  the  grasshoppers  again  appeared,  and 
though,  in  the  aggregate,  the  damage  was  greater) 
the  communities  experienced  less  suffering  than 
before. 

The  years  1856-57  are  also  well  remembered  by 
the  mania  then  manifest  in  the  promiscuous  loca- 
tion of  town -sites.  Hitherto  the  principal  explo- 
rations and  settlements  had  been  confined  to  the 
northern  part  of  the  county;  but  now  it  reached  to 
portions  more  remote  from  the  Mississippi,  which, 
being  the  route  pursued  in  reaching  the  county, 
had  governed  its  previous  settlements.  These  town- 
sites  have  each  its  local  history,  and  those  of  im- 
portance will  receive  due  mention  in  the  town  his- 
tories to  which  they  belong. 

Political  Guanoes.- — Passing  the  common- 
place events  of  the  intervening  time,  we  find  the 
County  Commissioners  chosen  under  the  Territorial 
organization,  in  session  at  Monticello  on  the  5th 
day  of  April,  1858.  The  board  consisted  of 
Dudley  P.  Chase,  II.  W.  MeCrory,  and  Joel  Flor- 
ida, the  latter  elected  chairman.  This  was  their 
last  meeting.  Minnesota  had  taken  her  place 
among  the  States,  and  in  accordance  with  a legis- 
lative enactment,  the  board  closed  its  official  labors 
by  the  establishment  of  the  following  towns: 

Albion — Township  120,  ranges  27  and  28. 

Buffalo — South  half  of  township  120,  range  26, 
and  township  120,  range  25,  and  sections  4,  5,  6, 
7,  8,  and  5),  in  township  119,  range  25. 

Clearwater  -Townships  122  and  129,  range  27, 
and  township  121,  ranges  27  and  2H. 

Frankfort  Township  120,  ranges  28  and  24.  ' 

Franklin  Township  118,  range  25. 

Monticello  West  half  of  township  121,  range 
24,  and  townships  121  and  122,  range  25. 

Middleville — Township  118,  ranges  27  and  28, 
and  township  119,  ranges  27  and  28. 

Maple  Lake-  South  half  of  township  121,  range 
26,  and  north  half  of  township  120,  range  26. 


Otsego — Township  121,  range  23,  and  east  half 
of  township  121,  range  24. 

Rockford — Township  119,  range  24,  and  all  of 
of  township  119,  range  25,  except  that  portion 
mentioned  in  buffalo. 

Silvia-  Creek— -Township  122,  range  26,  and 
north  half  of  township  121,  range  26. 

Woodland-  Townships  118  and  119,  range  26. 

Under  the  new  organization  the  Chairman  of 
each  board  constituted  the  board  of  County  Com- 
missioners. The  new  board  held  its  first  meeting 
at  Monticello,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1858, 
with  the  following  representation:  Albion,  Robert 

S.  Holmes;  Buffalo,  Jackson  Taylor;  Clearwater, 
J.  D.  Wheelock;  Frankfort,  J.  M.  McAlpine; 
Franklin,  C.  A.  Wright;  Monticello,  H.  H.  Helm; 
Middleville,  J.  L.  King;  Otsego,  Thomas  Ham; 
Rockford,  S.  R.  Workman;  Silver  Creek,  John  O. 
Haven. 

The  towns  of  Maple  Lake  and  Woodland  were 
not  represented,  having  failed  to  elect  officers  at 
the  required  time.  The  board  elected  John  (). 
Haven,  Chairman,  and  0.  B.  Jordan,  Clerk. 

An  application  for  license  to  sell  spirituous 
liquors  was  received  from  S.  H.  Hotchkiss,  and  re- 
jected, after  a lengthy  discussion.  This  was  the 
first  application  made  in  Wright  county. 

Other  Settlements.- — By  the  close  of  the  year 
1857,  settlements  had  sprung  up  in  the  central, 
southern,  and  eastern  portions  of  the  county,  but 
during  the  general  depression  of  business  follow- 
ing the  financial  crash  of  1857,  many  of  the  early 
settlers  were  driven  to  the  necessity  of  abandon- 
ing their  claims,  and  seeking  more  favored  locali- 
ties, where  labor  offered  a reward  commensurate 
with  their  wants. 

In  1859,  the  lands  came  into  market,  and  from 
inability  to  pay  the  usual  Government  price,  many 
claimants  were  obliged  to  quit  their  partially 
developed  homes,  and  seek  locations  elsewhere. 
With  the  meager  opportunities  for  lucrative  em- 
ployment outside,  and  the  difficulty  attending  the 
opening  of  a farm  in  the  dense  woodlands,  it  is  not 
strange  that  many  found  it-  impossible  to  maintain 
their  families  while  as  yet  their  scanty  clearings 
furnished  so  little  with  which  to  keep  the  wolf  from 
the  door.  And  so  they  departed,  and  were  suc- 
ceeded by  others  more  fortunate,  who  reaped 
whatever  of  reward  their  toils  produced. 

The  Wiugiit  County  War.  The  tragic  events 
to  which  the  foregoing  title  have  been  erroneously 
applied,  are  alluded  to  on  page  130,  but  demand 
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additional  mention  here.  The  scene  of  the  trag- 
edy was  in  the  present  town  of  Rockford,  and 
both  the  murderer  and  his  victim  among  the  first 
officers  of  that  town. 

Henry  A.  Wallace,  an  unmarried  man,  was  a na- 
tive of  New  Hampshire,  and  came  here  in  1857. 
He  took  a claim  on  section  two,  township  one  hun- 
dred and  nineteen,  range  twenty-live.  His  age 
was  something  less  than  thirty  years.  He  was  ge- 
nial, well  educated,  and  reputed  wealthy.  By  the 
spring  of  1858,  he  had  several  acres  cleared,  and 
had  built  a substantial  log  house. 

Oscar  F.  Jackson,  who  came  about  the  same 
time,  from  Pennsylvania,  located  on  section  three, 
between  one  and  two  miles  from  the  residence  of 
Mr.  Wallace,  built  a small  log  house,  and  began  a 
clearing.  He  was  married,  but  had  no  children. 
Like  most  of  the  settlers  of  that  period,  he  was  a 
man  of  limited  means,  and  often  worked  for  Mr. 
Wallace  and  other  neighbors  to  obtain  money  for 
incidental  expenses.  About  the  first  of  August, 
Wallace  and  Jackson  began  haying  together,  on  a 
meadow,  on  and  near  the  east  line  of  the  former’s 
claim.  On  the  eighth  of  September  a rumor  spread 
through  the  settlement  that  Wallace  was  missing. 
A suspicion  arose  that  all  was  not  right,  and  with 
the  promptness  common  to  frontier  life,  a search 
was  speedily  instituted.  The  house  and  immedi- 
ate premisis  were  searched  in  vain,  then  the  party 
repaired  to  the  hay  meadow,  where  the  nauseous 
stench  emanating  from  a small  clump  of  willows, 
guided  them  to  the  spot  where  lay  the  body  of 
their  missing  companion,  now  in  an  advanced  state 
of  putrefaction,  and  bearing  evidence  of  death  from 
a blew  with  some  blunt  instrument  upon  the  back 
of  the  head;  after  which  the  body  had  been  taken 
to  flu's  place  of  imperfect,  concealment.  The  corpse 
was  removed  to  a point  not  far  distant,  and  there 
given  a decent  interment,  Suspicion  rested  upon 
Oscar  F.  Jackson,  why,  it  is  unnecesrary  here 
to  state,  nor  is  it  essential  that  these  pages  be 
encumbered  with  the  manifold  details  following 
the  discovery.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Jackson 
was  arrested  upon  a complaint  by  ft.  1).  fteorge, 
before  Justice  of  the  Peace  C.  W.  Jenks,  and  after 
a preliminary  examination,  committed  to  await  the 
action  of  the  ftrand  Jury  at  the  next  term  of  the 
district  court,  which  was  held  at  Monticello,  in 
March,  185!).  The  ftrand  Jury  found  a bill  of  in- 
dictment against  .Jackson  for  murder  in  the  first 
degree.  The  trial  commenced  on  the  29tli  of 
March,  the  ease  went  to  the  Jury  in  the  afternoon 


of  April  2d,  and  late  the  following  morning  an 
agreement  was  effected;  when,  to  the  surprise  of 
most  of  those  in  attendance,  the  verdict  rendered 
was,  “Not  Guilty,”  and  the  prisoner  was  discharged. 
He  left  the  county  at  once,  going  to  Stillwater, but 
unwisely  returned  during  the  latter  part  of  the 
month,  when  he  was  arrested  upon  a charge  of  lar- 
ceny, and  while  in  the  custody  of  Sheriff  ft.  M.  Ber- 
tram, was  taken  charge  of  by  an  armed  body  of  en- 
raged citizens,  and  hung  to  a beam  projecting  from 
the  upper  part  of  the  late  residence  of  Mr.  Wallace. 
Relatives  removed  the  body  to  Stillwater  for  burial, 
and  the  family  quit  the  county. 

Jackson  protested  innocence  to  the  last,  but  his 
extravagant  use  of  money  after  the  murder,  and 
that  on  an  eastern  bank  only  introduced  here  by 
Wallace,  together  with  other  peculiar  circum- 
stances, gave  ample  ground  for  suspicion  that  he 
was  the  guilty  party,  an  opinion  fully  justified  by 
the  events  of  later  years.  A gold  watch,  owned 
by  Wallace,  was  found  about  four  years  ago,  on 
the  former  claim  of  Jackson,  now  the  farm  of  A. 
Roloff.  The  cases  were  in  a perfect  state  of  pre- 
servation, but  the  works  were,  of  course,  destroyed. 
Still  later,  in  May,  1881,  the  rille  formerly  owned 
by  Wallace,  was  found  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
Hon.  Nathan  Warner  a short  distance  south  of  the 
Roloff  farm.  The  muzzle  had  been  carefully 
plugged,  and  though  the  stock  was  much  decayed, 
and  the  outer  surface  of  the  barrel  somewhat  dam- 
aged, it  was  re-stocked  and  is  now  owned  by  Owen 
Davis,  of  Rockford,  who  considers  it  an  excellent 
firearm. 

The  news  of  Jackson’s  tragic  death,  after  his 
acquittal,  spread  rapidly  and  caused  the  greatest 
excitement,  both  press  and  populace  clamoring  for 
tht>  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  the  arrest 
and  punishment  of  the  “lynchers,”  or  “mob.” 
Accordingly,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1859,  a procla- 
mation was  issued  by  Gov.  II.  H.  Sibley,  offering 
a reward  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  arrest  and 
conviction  of  the  participants  in  the  summary  exe- 
cution of  Jackson. 

On  the  20th  day  of  July  following,  during  a 
large  public  gathering  at  Minnehaha  Falls,  Mr. 
A.  W.  Moore  was  identified  by  one  of  Mrs.  Jack- 
son’s  brothers  as  a member  of  the  party  who  ef- 
fected Jackson’s  death,  a fact  la'  at  once  reported 
to  Mrs.  Jackson,  then  at  St.  Paul,  and  on  her  com- 
plaint before  the  proper  authorities,  Moore  was  ar- 
rested mid  sent  to  Mont  icello,  where  he  was  placed 
i in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  of  Wright  county,  to 
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await  examination  on  tlie  day  following.  Nows  of 
11k*  am'st  had  roaohod  ltoekford  and  Buffalo,  and 
a largo  number  of  citizons,  who  had  also  partici- 
pated in  the  hanging,  fearing  that  Moore’s  tim- 
idity might  cause  their  exposure  by  a forced  con- 
fession, met,  arranged  various  disguises,  and  at 
night  visited  Montieollo,  and  quietly  effected 
Moore’s  release.  Attorney  General  Berry,  who 
had,  with  the  prosecuting  witnesses,  repaired  to 
Monticello  in  -behalf  of  the  State,  finding  the  pris- 
oner gone,  returned  to  St,  Paul,  and  reported  the 
case  to  Governor  Sibley,  who  at  once  issued  the 
following: — 

PROCLAMATION. 

7?,//  the  Governor  of  the.  State  of  Minnesota : 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  State  it 
has  become  the  stern  and  imperative  duty  of  the 
executive  of  the  State  to  employ  a military  force 
to  suppress  a combination  against  the  laws  in  one 
of  the  counties  in  the  State.  Twice  has  an  armed 
mob  in  Wright  county  outraged  public  sentiment, 
first  by  the  unlawful  hanging  of  Oscar  F.  Jackson 
after  lu*  had  an  impartial  trial  and  had  been  ac- 
quitted by  a jury  of  that  county,  and  subsequently 
on  the  3d  inst.,  by  rescuing  an  alleged  participant 
in  that  crime  from  the  civil  authorities.  To  assert 
the  majesty  of  the  law  and  to  subdue  the  spirit  of 
ruffianism  which  has  manifested  itself  by  overt 
acts,  prompt  measures  will  be  taken. 

I,  Henry  14.  Sibley,  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  civil  offi- 
cers of  Wright  county  are  perfectly  powerless  to 
enforce  and  execute  the  laws,  do  hereby  declare  the 
said  county  of  Wright  in  a state  of  insurrection, 
and  I enjoin  upon  all  the  good  citizens  of  that  and 
adjoining  counties,  that  they  lend  their  aid  to  sup- 
press violence  and  disorder,  and  solemnly  warn  the 
actors  in  these  outrages  in  Wright  county,  that 
any  further  attempts  on  their  part  to  obstruct  or 
resist  the  course  of  public,  justice  will  bring  inevi- 
table ruin  on  their  own  heads,  and  may  be  desola- 
tion and  misery  on  their  families. 

In  testimony  w hereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
and  caused  fin*  grout  seal  of  the  State  to  be  af- 
fixed (his  fifth  day  of  August  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-nine, 
and  of  the  State  the  second. 

Py  the  Governor  Henry  II.  Simmy. 

Francis  I Lassen, 

Secretary  of  State. 

[seal.] 

On  the  same  day,  August  5th,  the  Pioneer 
Guards,  numbering  forty-two,  under  command  of 
Capt.  Western,  commenced  their  journey  to  Mon- 
ticello, armed  and  uniformed  in  full  military  fash- 
ion. They  were  provided  with  large  army  wagons, 
and  thus  saved  the  fatigue  of  the  march.  The  next, 
day  the  Stillwater  Guards,  numbering  forty-live 


men,  under  Oapt.  Loomis,  with  similar  provisions 
for  travel  and  battle,  followed  the  route  of  the  I’io- 
neer  Guards,  being  in  turn  followed  by  the  City 
Guards,  of  St.  Paul,  forty  in  number,  under  Capt. 
O’Gorman.  Three  additional  companies  of  Infan- 
try, and  one  of  Cavalry,  were  also  ordered  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  to  march  at  a moment’s 
notice.  A Police  force  of  thirty-five  men  were  also 
sent  out  under  Chief  of  Police  Corsley,  by  way  of 
Ilockford.  They  bivouaced  one  night  near  the  mi- 
lage, but  discovered  no  signs  of  riot  and  rebellion, 
and  pushed  on  through  Buffalo,  to  Monticello,  where 
several  arrests  were  made  without  the  military  aid, 
the  prisoners  left  with  the  civil  authorities,  and 
on  the  lltlx  of  August,  the  veterans  returned  to 
their  friends  without  bloodshed  or  the  loss  of  one 
of  their  number.  Three  persons  were  held  to 
answer  to  the  complaint,  at  the  October  term  of 
Court:  A.  W.  Moore,  H.  S.  Angell,  and  J.  E.  .Tanks. 
Bail  was  given,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred 
dollars  each,  and  the  prisoners  released  from  cus- 
tody. This  was  in  point  of  fact  the  closing  seen?, 
as  nothing  followed  at  the  October  term  of  Court 
other  than  that  indicated  by  the  following  order 
issued  by  the  Court  under  date  of  October  4th, 
1859 : 

“Ordered  by  the  Court,  that  Aymer  W.  Moore, 
II.  S.  Angell,  and  J.  E.  Jenks,  be  discharged  from 
their  recognizance,  for  the  said  Aymer  W.  Moore, 
H.  S.  Angell,  and  J.  E.  Jenks  having  appeared 
before  the  Grand  Jury  at  the  October  term  of  the 
Court  of  the  Fourth  Judicial  District  at  Monti- 
cello, Wright  county,  Minnesota,  1859,  and  they 
having  appeared  before  said  Grand  Jury  during 
the  entire  sitting  of  said  Grand  Jury  and  until 
said  Court  was  adjourned. 

Now,  therefore,  the  said  Aymer  W.  Moore,  If.  S. 
Angell,  and  J.  E.  Jenks  are  discharged  according 
to  law  and  their  recognizances  are  hereby  re- 
leased.” 

And  so  the  drama  ended;  the  curtain  fell;  and 
the  so-called  “ Wright  county  war  ” was  a thing 
of  the  past.  Its  clients,  however,  long  remained 
in  the  enormous  expense  incurred,  which,  with 
other  criminal  cases  of  less  magnitude,  created 
an  indebtedness  almost  resulting  in  bankruptcy, 
and  depreciating  county  orders  to  less  than 
thirty-five  cents  on  the  dollar. 

The  Ginsknu  Trade.-  The  sudden  and  extra- 
ordinary demand  for  this  article,  with  which  the 
woods  abounded,  marks  an  important  era  in  the 
annals  of  Wright  county,  and  will  exist  in  his- 
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tory  as  one  of  the  land-marks  of  the  past.  Many 
a prosperous  citizen  of  to-day  owes  his  present 
estate  and  happy  homo  to  this  lucrative  trailic 
which  transformed  a .destitute  and  half-beggared 
region  into  one  of  comparative  wealth.  In  almost 
every  town  a.  purchasing  agent  was  employed,  and 
cash  was  promptly  paid  for  every  pound  of  gin- 
seng root  brought  in.  Whole  families  would  go 
into  the  woods,  and  work  for  days  gathering  this 
staple  commodity,  to  the  utter  abandonment  of 
all  other  work. 

In  some  instances  this  effected  a marked  hind- 
rance in  the  matter  of  improving  and  developing 
farms;  but  in  the  aggregate,  the  effect  was  quite 
the  reverse;  as  many  were  wholly  without  means, 
and  must  otherwise  have  abandoned  their  claims 
altogether.  In  later  years  the  trade  dwindled  to 
meager  proportions;  but  the  crisis  was  passed, 
agriculture  had  advanced,  and  its  necessity  had 
ceased.  Its  mission  was  fulfilled— the  settlements 
were  saved. 

The  Old  Jail. — On  the  15th  of  July,  1859,  the 
County  Commissioners  decided  upon  the  erection  of 
a jail,  at  Monticello,  at  a cost  not  exceeding  $1,500 — 
to  be  paid  in  county  bonds  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  twelve  per  cent.  On  the  15th  of  September 
following,  the  board  voted  to  issue  the  bonds,  plac- 
ing them  in  the  hands  of  the  County  Auditor,  ex- 
cept three  hundred  dollars  advance  payment  to 
the  contractor.  The  building  was  of  hewed  tain- 
arae  logs,  clap-boarded  outside  and  lathed  and 
plastered  inside.  It  was  furnished  with  six  cells, 
situated  on  either  side  of  a hall  running  through 
the  center.  The  size  of  the  jail  was  about  20x24, 
and  was  built  on  land  deeded  for  that  purpose  by 
Smith  and  Brown  so  long  as  used  for  county  pur- 
poses. When  the  building  was  completed  it  had 
eosl  the  county  $2,500,  instead  of  the  sum  before 
named,  and  when,  in  later  years,  the  county  seat 
was  removed  to  Buffalo,  the  land  reverted  to  the 
original  owners,  and  with  it  the  old  jail,  in  which 
few  prisoners  had  ever  been  confined.  It  is  still 
standing  on  the  old  ground,  a little  southwest  of 
the  village  Academy,  in  Monticello,  a weather- 
beaten hulk,  soon  to  be  removed  to  give  place  for 
the  future,  depot  of  the  new  railroad. 

Wak  Matt eks. — With  the  first  call  to  arms,  at 
(la;  beginning  of  the  late  civil  war,  about  twenty 
volunteers  responded  from  different  portions  of 
the  county,  and  during  the  next  year  many  en- 
listed in  the  liegiments  then  forming,  owing  to 
which,  several  towns  were  exempt  from  the.  early 


drafts.  But  in  1802,  when,  following  close  upon 
the  battle  before  Richmond,  and  McClellan’s  mem- 
orable retreat,  there  came  a call  for  six  hundred 
thousand  additional  troops,  Wright  county  was 
prompt  to  respond,  and  on  the  12th  of  August, 
18(12,  at  a mass  meeting  held  at  the  Academy 
building  in  Monticello,  at  which  prominent  citi- 
zens were  present  from  each  town,  it  was  resolved 
that  the  county  should  offer  a bounty  of  twenty- 
five  dollars  each  to  volunteers,  and  thus  avoid  the 
possible  necessity  of  a draft.  Accordingly,  at  a 
special  meeting  of  the  county  board  held  on  the 
day  last  mentioned,  the  following  was  adopted: 

“Resolved,  That  we,  according  to  resolutions 
passed  by  the  citizens  of  Wright  county  in  con- 
vention assembled  this  day  at  Monticello,  issue 
orders  bearing  legal  interest,  for  the  sum  of  twen- 
ty-five dollars  each,  to  the  supervisors  of  each 
town  in  the  county,  equal  to  the  number  of  Wright 
county  volunteers  presented  by  each  town,  and 
who  shall  not  have  received  any  bounty  from  any 
other  county  or  town;  and  provided,  that  this 
resolution  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  who  has 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  previ- 
ous to  August  1,  18(52.” 

Isaac  Hager,  Chairman, 

J.  W.  Mulvey,  County  Auditor. 

Without  the  loss  of  even  a day,  the  organization 
of  a company  began,  which,  two  days  later,  August 
14th,  reported  at  Port  Snelling,  where  they  en- 
countered their  first  foe  in  the  wretched  quality  of 
the  rations  furnished.  However,  they  survived, 
passed  the  required  medical  examination,  were 
duly  sworn  in,  and  the  same  day  elected  their 
company  officers.  This  was  Wright  county’s  first 
military  organization,  and  by  assignment  became 
Company  P,  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Following  is  the  roster  and  muster  roll  of  that 
date: 

Captain — Edward  Hartley,  Monticello. 

First  Lieutenant—  Micha  Croswell,  Monticello. 

Second  Lieutenant.  Harvey  S.  Brookins,  Silver 
Creek. 

First  Sergeant — Thomas  Tollington,  Clearwater. 

SERGEANTS. 

Edward  Woodworth,  Clearwater. 

James  F.  Bradley,  Minneapolis. 

John  B.  Parvin,  Monticello. 

Albert  F.  Barker,  Monticello. 

CO  It  CORALS. 

Asel  E.  Houlett,  Silver  Creek. 

Charles  E.  Post,  Monticello. 

William  H.  Lord,  Monticello. 

Henry  W.  Fuller,  Orono. 

Charles  L.  Smith,  Monticello. 

Emerson  T.  Woodward,  Richfield. 

William  Jl.  Moulton,  Monticello. 

George  W.  Carpenter,  Silver  Creek. 
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NAMES  OF  PRIVATES. 

William  D.  Lane,  Musician,  Minneapolis. 
Charles  W.  Merrill,  Musician,  Monticello. 
Thomas  Anderson,  Wagoner,  Montieollo. 
John  Albright,  Monticello. 

James  Ambler,  Buffalo. 

Christopher  I.  Hailey,  Monticello. 

William  l'1.  Bagley,  St.  Anthony. 

Michael  Batterlmrg,  Maple  Lake. 

Andrew  H.  Bertram,  Monticello. 

John  J.  Boyd,  Monticello. 

Edward  P.  Bradbury,  Clearwater. 

Ilenry  S.  Braughton,  Clearwater. 

Milton  B.  Brown,  Monticello. 

Alonzo  Bryant,  Monticello. 

George  T.  Campbell,  Lynden. 

Lewis  L.  Chaffin,  Monticello. 

Franklin  W.  Clifford,  Clearwater. 

Dexter  E.  Collins,  Silver  Creek. 

Henry  B.  Crawford,  Monticello. 

William  Dallas,  Lynden. 

John  W.  Day,  Orono. 

Daniel  Desmond,  Monticello. 

Timothy  Desmond,  Monticello. 

Thomas  I.  Dill,  Big  Lake. 

Joseph  Duprey,  Albion. 

William  Eberman,  Clearwater. 

Charles  G.  Ells,  Clearwater. 

Albert  Eratli,  Buffalo. 

Herman  Eratli,  Buffalo. 

Albert  C.  Fairbrother,  Monticello. 

John  H.  Felcli,  Elk  River. 

Nicholas  Flynn,  Buffalo. 

Joseph  I.  Fislier,  Monticello. 

Charles  H.  Gibbs,  Clearwater. 

Louis  Goyette,  Buffalo. 

John  Hartley,  Monticello. 

Henry  C.  Helm,  Monticello. 

Randolph  Holding,  Clearwater. 

Debering  Holgate,  Elk  River. 

Daniel  W.  Kreidler,  Rockford. 

George  W.  Kreidler,  Rockford. 

Samuel  G.  Kreidler,  Rockford. 

David  L.  Kingsbury,  Monticello. 

Joseph  N.  Locke,  Silver  Creek. 

Martin  ‘Lord,  Monticello. 

John  Louisiana,  Rockford. 

John  W.  Lyons,  Clearwater. 

Homer  Markham,  Clearwater. 

William  McPherson,  Buffalo. 

Henry  A.  Mitchell,  Monticello. 

Mathew  Murphy,  Clearwater. 

Alplionzo  Nickerson,  Monticello. 

Eliott  P.  Parcher,  Lynden. 

Frank  M.  Parcher,  Lynden. 

Joseph  Perkins,  Monticello. 

Amid  E.  Philbrook,  Monticello. 

John  D.  Ponsford,  Clearwater. 

Elisha  C.  Sabin,  Silver  Creek. 

John  Swain,  Monticello, 

Cramer  Swartout,  Woodland. 

George  Tourtellotte,  Orono. 

Joseph  Vadner,  Jr.,  Maple  Lake. 


Charles  H.  Vorse,  Lynden. 

Edson  D.  Wasliburne,  Otsego. 

Elbridge  F.  Wasliburne,  Otsego. 

George  R.  L.  Wedgewood,  Monticello. 

Samuel  Wilder,  Monticello. 

A brief  outline  of  this  company's  history  iH  due 
ab  a matter  of  general  interest.  The  facts  here 
given  are  gathered  from  the  address  of  Hon.  Wm. 
Houlton,  at  Monticello,  December  7th,  1879.  Fol- 
lowing close  upon  the  dates  mentioned,  came  the 
Sioux  massacre,  and  the  general  panic  caused  by 
hying  and  exaggerated  rumors,  and  Company  E, 
was  sent  to  Monticello  to  afford  necessary  protec- 
tion to  that  locality.  They  remained  but  a short 
time,  then  returned  to  Fort  Snelling,  where  they 
were  mustered  in,  armed  with  Austrian  rifles,  and 
in  November,  ordered  to  Fort  Ripley,  where  they 
went  into  winter  quarters.  The  next  spring  they 
were  ordered  to  Paynesville,  Stearns  county,  where 
they  remained  nearly  a year,  in  the  meantime  spad- 
ing out  small  scouting  parties  in  various  direc- 
tions. In  the  summer  of  1803,  a party  under  Ser- 
geant John  B.  Parvin  (now  a resident  of  Monti- 
cello)  were  scouting  in  Wright  county,  and  while 
stopping  at  the  house  of  Joseph  Locke,  in  Silver 
Creek,  on  the  evening  of  August  1st,  a distressing 
circumstance  occurred,  which  cost  the  life  of  one  of 
their  number,  and  cast  a gloom  over  the  whole 
company.  Bears  were  reported  numerous  in  that 
section,  and  for  the  purpose  of  perpetrating  a joke 
upon  a comrade,  one  of  the  party,  Christopher  I- 
Bailey,  secreted  himself  in  the  bushes,  and  by  imi- 
tating the  growl  of  a bear,  and  moving  slowly  on 
his  hands  and  feet,  purposed  scaring  A.  H.  Ber- 
tram, a comrade  who  was  about  to  pass  that  way  on 
his  way  to  a spring  of  water  near  by.  lie  was  suc- 
cessful in  deceiving  Bertram,  but  alas!  for  that 
success.  A quick  retreat  to  the  house,  and  as 
quick  a return  with  his  musket,  a hasty  but  too 
fatal  aim  in  the  gathering  shadows,  a flash,  a re- 
port ringing  out  on  the  still  night  air,  and  a com- 
rade— not  a wild  beast— -lay  dead  at  his  feet.  The 
event  is  still  referred  to  with  deepest  regret  on  the 
part  of  all,  and  by  none  so  much  as  the  unfortuu- 
' ate,  though  unintentional  cause  of  the  tragedy. 

In  the  spring  of  18(54,  the  company  was  mounted, 
and  accompanied  Gen.  Sully  on  his  march  across 
the  plains  westward,  crossing  the  Missouri  river  at 
Fort  Rice,  about  the  4th  of  July.  Two  weeks  later, 
they  struck  west,  and  when  one  hundred  and 
twenty-  five  miles  out,  encountered  a party  of 
j Sioux  with  whom  they  had  an  engagement,  putting 
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them  to  rout,  and  destroying  their  village.  On 
the  12tli  of  August,  after  subsisting  for  several 
days  upon  half  rations,  they  arrived  at  the  Yellow 
Stone,  where  steamboats  laden  with  rations  awaited 
them.  ltd  urning  soon  to  I ''or  I I lieu,  thence  to  fort 
Shelling,  which  they  reached  late  in  October,  they 
turned  over  their  cavalry  outfit,  and  on  the  4th  of 
the  month  following,  started  South. 

The  exposure  and  suffering  incident  to  limited 
facilities  for  transporting  troops,  were  borne  in  a 
true  soldierly  manner,  which  may  not  always  in- 
dicate cheerful  submission.  Be  this  as  it  may, 
they  arrived  not  long  after  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
thence  to  Murfreesboro’,  and  later,  to  Fort  Rosen- 
cranz.  On  the  7th  of  December,  they  joined  in 
the  march  against  Hood’s  army,  and  participated  in 
the  battle  of  the  Cedars,  near  Murfreesboro’, 
where  they  lost  two  killed  and  three  wounded. 
After  the  defeat  of  Hood,  they  were  ordered  to 
North  Carolina,  arriving  at  Wilmington  a few  days 
after  the  surrender  of  Fort  Fisher.  After  several 
temporary  encampments  they  were  stationed  at 
Charlotte,  from  whence  they  were  ordered  home 
about  the  middle  of  July,  18G5.  They  reached 
St.  Haul  the  last  of  the  month,  and  after  a recep- 
tion and  public  dinner  at  the  Capitol,  the  Regi- 
ment disbanded.  Company  E returned  to  Monti  - 
cello,  where  they  were  warmly  welcomed,  and  from 
which  place  they  separated,  each  following  his 
chosen  occupation.  But  the  old  memories  are  not 
suffered  to  grow  dim, nor  the  friendships  then  formed 
to  be  forgotten,  for  on  each  succeeding  year  they 
meet  on  the  7th  of  December  to  revive  old  mem- 
ories, perpetuate  old  friendships,  and  commemo- 
rate their  first  battle  in  the  South  the  battle  of 
the  Cedars  in  the  far-off  state  of  Tennessee. 

Tiik  Tniman  Si-auk.  Following  the  hurried  or- 
ganization of  Company  E,  there  came  another 
call  not  for  men  to  defend  their  country,  but 
their  homes  and  families.  Rumors  of  outrage,  ra- 
pine and  murder,  at  Acton,  at  Yellow  Medicine, 
and  elsewhere,  by  the  treacherous  and  merciless 
Sioux,  startled  the  hitherto  peaceful  communities, 
and  spread  through  the  settlements  the  wildest 
panic  and  alarm.  As  though  the  simple  truth 
were  not  enough,  the  most  exaggerated  rumors 
were  wildly  circulated,  and  as  readily  believed. 
Buffalo,  Wavcrly,  and  the  entire  country  west,  were 
reported  as  one  great  scene  of  blood,  and  carnage, 
and  ruin.  From  every  cabin  in  the  Big  Woods, 
the  frightened  settlers  came  pouring  in,  (lecing  in 
pitiful  alarm  from  an  imaginary  ready  foe,  rush- 


ing like  an  Alpine  torrent,  on  and  still  on,  they 
scarce  knew  whither.  At  Monticello  in  the  north, 
and  Rockford  in  the  south,  strenuous  efforts  were 
made  to  arrest  this  precipitate  llight,  and  many 
were,  at  leasl  temporarily  detained.  Stockades  were 
hastily  constructed,  and  in  a short  lime,  comparative 
quiet  restored.  Military  organization  was  effected, 
guards  and  patrols  maintained,  and  during  the 
fall  and  winter,  many  settlers  ventured  to  return 
to  their  claims  in  the  timber.  The  State  lent  aid 
by  furnishing  ammunition,  and  a large  number  of 
those  bungling,  unwieldy  blunderbusses,  the  spe- 
cial detestation  of  every  soldier— Belgium  mus- 
kets. 

Other  settlers  came  in  the  following  spring,  and 
an  occasional  victim  of  the  terror  and  flight  of  the 
former  season  returned.  Confidence  was  again  re- 
stored, the  stockades  abandoned,  and  the  varied 
industries  again  claimed  the  attention  of  the  set- 
tlers. Peace  and  prosperity  reigned,  and  the 
terror  of  the  previous  season  had  become  a sub- 
ject for  jest,  and  its  memories  were  as  of  some 
mere  incubus.  But  this  was  doomed  to  a sudden 
and  cruel  change,  for  on  the  last  day-  of  June, 
when  nature  had  donned  her  livery  of  green,  and 
all  things  invited  to  happiness,  there  came  a cry 
of  terror  that  would  not  be  silenced,  and  the  events 
of  the  past  season  were  repeated  with  tenfold  in- 
tensity. If  the  fright  of  1862  was  a panic,  that 
of  1863  was  a reign  of  terror,  and  marks  a melan- 
choly era  in  the  history  of  this  and  other  coun- 
ties; in  this,  because  within  its  borders  a family 
classed  among  its  earliest  settlers  and  pioneers, 
were  Avell  nigh  swept  away  before  the  pitiless 
rage  of  the  murderous  Sioux.  The  excitement 
following  the  news  of  this  outrage  caused  another 
exodus.  Many  of  the  families  never  returned, 
while  of  those  who,  a few  weeks  later  ventured 
back,  many  found  only  ruined  crops  and  desolate 
homes. 

Tub  Dustin  Mahsacue.-  -The  particulars  of 
this  pitiless  slaughter,  concerning  which  many 
erroneous  statements  have  been  published,  are 
gathered  with  much  care  from  surviving  members 
of  the  family,  and  neighbors  who  assisted  in  the 
search  for,  and  burial  of  the  victims. 

In  the  spring  of  1857,  Mrs.  Jeannette  Dustin 
and  family  came  here  from  New  York,  and  took  a, 
claim  on  section  twenty-four,  in  the  present  town 
of  Marysville,  now  known  as  the  Bland  farm. 
About  two  years  later  they  sold  this  claim  to  Mr. 
Beatle,  and  located  on  what  is  known  as  the  Quinn 
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farm,  nut  far  from  Montrose,  and  later,  to  a claim 
on  Mooers  Prairie,  now  Stockholm,  four  or  five 
miles  from  the  village  of  Cokato.  Mrs.  Dustin 
was  the  widow  of  Moses  Dustin,  who  died  about 
three  years  before  her  coming  to  Minnesota.  The 
children  were:  Amos,  Nathan,  Timothy,  Dallas, 
Arabella,  and  an  elder  daughter,  the  wife  of  A.  D. 
Kingsley,  an  early  settler  at  Waverly  Mills,  and 
now  of  French  Lake. 

In  June,  ISC.:!,  Mrs.  Dustin  visited  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Kingsley,  then  at  Waverly  Mills,  and  re- 
mained nursing  her  during  an  illness  of  two 
weeks  or  more.  On  the  29th  of  June,  she  started 
for  home,  with  her  son  Amos,  his  wife  and  three 
children,  who  were  about  to  settle  near  the  others 
at  Mooers  Prairie.  They  went  with  an  ox-team 
and  common  lumber  wagon,  and  late  in  the  after- 
noon, when  near  Smith  Lake,  were  attacked  by  a 
party  of  Indians  who  killed  Mrs.  Jeannette  Dus- 
tin, Amos,  and  his  son  Robert,  in  the  wagon  in 
which  all  were  riding  at  time  of  the  attack.  Mrs. 
Amos  Dustin,  formerly  Miss  Kate  Miller,  was  shot 
in  the  back  with  an  arrow,  which  passed  through 
her  body,  protruding  from  her  breast.  She  fell 
forward  and  was  left  for  dead.  Alma,  her  daugh- 
ter, then  a child  of  about  seven  years,  was  hidden 
in  the  wagon  partially  beneath  the  dead  body  of 
her  father,  and  escaped  notice.  The  youngest  son, 
Albert,  then  a child  some  three  years  of  age, 
was  taken  from  the  wagon  and  left  upon  the 
ground  unharmed.  Why  he  was  thus  left  is  only 
accounted  for  by  the  settlers  of  that  time,  upon 
the  hypothesis  that  the  starvation  or  destruction 
by  wild  beasts  to  which  ho  was  thus  exposed, 
oll'ered  the  most  cruel  torture  with  which  to  close 
their  work  of  blood.  After  mutilating  the  bodies 
of  the  murdered,  and  plundering  the  wagon,  the 
Indians  departed,  leaving  the  dead  and  dying  to 
their  fate.  Mrs.  Dustin  soon  rallied,  and  summon- 
ing all  her  strength,  started  with  her  two  terror- 
stricken  children  to  seek  the  shelter  of  some 
friendly  cabin.  Poor,  sull'ering  mother!  Wounded, 
bleeding,  and  faint-  clinging  to  her  orphaned 
babes,  though  racked  with  cruel  pain,  and  with 
the  fatal  arrow  yet  piercing  her  ilesh,  what,  save 
the  intensity  of  a mother’s  love,  could  sustain  her 
in  this  terrible  hour  of  fear,  and  pain,  and  horror! 
Hut  even  this  fervor  could  not  long  withstand  the 
fatal  drain,  and  with  failing  sight  and  sense,  she 
wandered  from  the  pathway,  and  there,  in  the  dim 
old  forest,  shrouded  by  the  murky  shadows  of 
night,  the  weary,  sull'ering  mother  laydown  to  die. 


At  the  time  of  the  attack,  the  team  being  fright- 
ened, had  left  the  road,  broken  loose  from  the 
wagon,  and  started  back,  stopping  at  the  residence 
of  Mr.  A.  E.  Cochran,  whose  suspicions  were 
aroused,  and  who,  not  hearing  from  the  family, 
proceeded  next  morning  to  the  mills,  summoned  M r. 
A.  D.  Kingsley,  Henry  Lannners,  and  others,  and 
all  returned  to  Mr.  Cochran’s,  from  whence  they 
proceeded  westward  along  the.  route  taken  by  the 
family  the  day  previous.  A little  to  the  west  of 
Howard  lake,  and  not  far  from  the  margin  of  its 
waters,  a dog  belonging  to  the  family  was  discov- 
ered, and  soon  after,  the  two  children,  who  were 
wandering  about  in  search  of  water.  Near  by,  in 
a clump  of  willows,  lay  the  suffering  mother,  still 
conscious,  and  in  the  full  possession  of  her  mental 
faculties.  From  her  they  learned  the  fate  of  the 
others,  and  messengers  were  dispatched  to  Water- 
town  and  Rockford  to  notify  the  settlers,  and  also 
claim  their  assistance. 

The  murdered  victims  were  removed  to  the  old 
Waverly  mills  and  buried  in  a beautiful  grove  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  stream  forming  the  outlet 
to  Little  Waverly  lake,  near  the  present  residence  of 
C.  W.Bonniwell.  Mrs.  Dustin  was  taken  to  the  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Cochran  and  given  every  possible 
attention,  but  to  little  purpose.  The  fatal  arrow 
had  done  its  work.  She  lived  to  tell  the  story  of 
the  bloody  tragedy,  but  the  day  after  being  found, 
death,  more  merciful  than  her  murderers,  kindly 
ended  her  sufferings.  She  was  buried  with  the 
others,  and  with  them  lie  also  the  remains  of  Mrs. 
Kingsley,  her  four  children,  and  Nathan  Dustin, 
who  died  from  the  effects  of  exposure  while  scout- 
ing for  Indians  after  the  murder  of  his  friends. 

Mrs.  Dustin  recognized  Little  Crow,  his  son, 
and  three  others  in  the  attacking  party.  Timothy, 
Dallas,  and  Arabella,  who  were  at  the  home  on 
Mooers  Prairie,  were  not  disturbed,  but  after  the 
murder,  removed  to  the  settlement  cast,  as  did 
others  in  the  vicinity.  Dallas  Dustin  is  now  in 
Nebraska,  Timothy,  and  Arabella,  (now  Mrs.  C. 
Meyers)  are  living  near  RonniweH’s  Mills,  and  the 
children  of  Amos,  in  Hennepin  county,  Alma  in 
Minneapolis,  and  Albert  in  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

When  Mr.  C.  W.  Bonniwell  purchased  the  mill 
property  and  farm  at  Waverly  Mills,  the  plat 
where  the  Dustin  family  lie  buried  was  reserved, 
and  is  still  sacredly  kept  as  a token  of  respect  for 
the  departed,  and  a sorrowful  reminder  of  the  ter- 
ror and  tragedy  of  the  year  The  spot 

| where  the  murder  occurred,  and  where  the  bodies 
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were  found,  is  on  the  eastern  margin  of  Smith 
Lake,  a little  south  of  the  steam  mill;  and  the 
place  where  Mrs.  Amos  Dustin  was  found  is  just 
north  of  the  railroad  station  at  Howard  Lake. 

The  excitement  following  the  news  of  this  mas- 
sacre was  intense,  and  it  was  long  before  the  set- 
tlements again  enjoyed  their  former  prosperity  and 
sense  of  safety. 

Hard  Times.— The  settlements  were  slow  in  re- 
covering the  numerical  loss  sustained  during  the 
Indian  troubles,  and  it  was  not  until  the  dawn  of 
our  Nation’s  peace,  and  the  return  of  her  citizen 
soldiery,  that  material  changes  occurred.  In  the 
meantime  most  of  the  odd-numbered  sections  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  railroad  .company, 
through  abandonment  by  former  claimants.  Af- 
ter the  war,  with  the  prospect  of  a railroad  soon 
to  be  built  through  the  county,  these  lands  found 
ready  sale  to  actual  settlers,  and  with  the  home- 
steads taken  during  18G5-6G,  the  census  of  Wright 
county  was  materially  increased.  As  most  of  the 
late  comers  of  18(iti  were  men  of  limited  means,  it 
was  not  strange  that  the  spring  of  18G7  found 
many  in  destitute  circumstances.  Added  to  this 
embarrassment  was  the  farther  evil  of  an  unusu- 
ally wet  spring,  rendering  early  seeding  impos- 
sible, and  the  roads,  as  yet  unworked,  nearly,  and 
in  many  instances  quite  impassable.  Wright 
county  seems  always  to  have  been  specially 
doomed  to  exaggerated  rumors,  and  this  was  no  ex- 
ception. May  -was  scarce  ushered  in  before  wild 
minors  of  destitution  were  atloat,  and  the  press  of 
the  State  informed  the  reading  public  that  families 
were  starving;  that  many  were  subsisting  upon 
elm  bark.  It  was  enough  to  have  told  the  simple 
truth,  for  “hard  times  came  knocking  at  the  door” 
of  many  a cabin  in  that  dreary  season.  The 
County  Commissioners  were  appealed  to  for  aid, 
and  accordingly  sent  out  a committee  of  investi- 
gation, to  ascertain  and  report  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  the  settlements  where  suffering  was  re- 
ported. The  investigation  disclosed  the  fact  that 
in  several  of  the  western  towns,  great  destitution 
prevailed,  and  that  prompt  measures  were  neces- 
sary to  prevent  actual  want  and  starvation. 

The  Commissioners  found  it  no  easy  matter  to 
client  the  necessary  relief,  with  an  empty  treasury, 
and  no  time  to  arrange  for  the  issue  of  bonds.  Al- 
though the  county  was  out  of  debt,  its  bonds,  in 
tin:  event  of  an  issue,  were  not  likely  to  be  eagerly 
sought  after  by  outside  parties,  and  there  was  no 
surplus  wealth  within  its  borders.  Something, 


however,  must  be  done,  and  that,  too,  without  de- 
lay. The  only  avenue  of  relief  offered  was  the  im- 
mediate issue  of  county  orders,  which  was  adopted, 
and  a committee  sent  to  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis 
to  convert  these  into  cash  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
fering. The  banks,  however,  turned  a deaf  ear  to 
the  appeal  of  the  committee,  and  utter  failure 
seemed  imminent.  Just  then  Mr.  W.  13.  Litchfield; 
prominent  in  railroad  circles,  hearing  by  a mere 
chance,  of  the  vain  attempts  on  the  part  of  the 
committee  to  obtain  aid,  volunteered  the  loan  of 
the  necessary  amount,  and  thus  secured  to  the 
committee  the  means  of  assistance.  For  this  hu- 
mane act  Mr.  Litchfield  will  ever  be  held  in  kindly 
remembrance.  On  the  18th  of  May,  at  a special 
meeting  of  the  County  Commissioners  it  was  voted: 
“That  a county  bond  be  issued  to  W.  13.  Litchfield 
of  St.  Paul,  to  the  amount  of  five  hundred  dollars 
payable  one  year  after  date,  bearing  interest  at  the 
rate  of  seven  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  same  be- 
ing for  money  to  be  applied  towards  relieving  the 
destitute  persons  in  Wright  county.” 

Signed  T.  C.  Siia:tleigii, 

Chairman  Board  of  Commissioners. 

Attest:  Henky  Keeis,  Auditor. 

Pending  the  foregoing  transaction,  the  Gover- 
nor had,  upon  appeal  to  him  by  some  of  the  citi- 
zens, sent  out  eighteen  sacks  of  flour,  and  other 
articles  of  food,  to  meet  the  immediate  require- 
ments of  the  distressed.  But  the  dillieulties  of 
the  County  Commissioners  did  not  end  with  the 
advance  of  money  by  Mr.  Litchfield.  Flour  in 
St.  Paul,  was  held  at  twelve  dollars  per  barrel, 
and  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  a team  was  at 
last  procured  to  take  a load  to  Ilockford,  the 
charge  for  transportation  being  two  dollars  per 
barrel.  This  seemingly  extravagant  price,  was, 
after  all,  a questionable  speculation  on  the  part  of 
the  carrier.  Rockford  was  made  the  distributing 
point,  it  being  impossible  to  proceed  farther  by 
team,  but  the  settlers  were  glad  of  the  provisions 
furnished,  even  though  forced  to  carry  them  in 
some  cases  from  fifteen  to  twenty  miles  upon  their 
shoulders  -a  method  facetiously  termed  “soul- 
carting.”  Provisions,  seed,  etc.,  were  also  distri- 
buted from  Monticello,  beside  which  a few  visited 
the  cities,  and  secured  additional  aid.  Of  the  en- 
tire amount  thus  distributed,  the  county  sustained 
an  expense  of  about  one  thousand  dollars.  That 
some  of  this,  as  well  as  the  aid  obtained  from  the 
cities,  fell  into  undeserved  hands  is  no  matter  of 
wonder,  nor  is  if  any  exception  to  the  general  his- 
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tory  of  such  cases.  The  object  was  attained,  not- 
withstanding this,  the  immediate  wants  were  met, 
and  the  settlers  enabled  to  push  forward  in  devel- 
oping their  farms  and  homes. 

County  Shat  Rhmovkd.  -With  the  now  more 
general  distribution  of  settlers  throughout  the 
county,  the  question  of  removing  the  county  seat 
from  Monticello  to  some  more  central  point  was 
vigorously  agitated,  and  in  the  Legislature  of 
1867,  a bill  was  passed  submitting  the  matter  to 
a vote  of  th(>  people  at  the  fall  election  of  that 
year.  As  a result  of  this  measure,  the  location 
was  fixed  at  IhilTalo.  In  accordance  with  a previ- 
ous agreement,  the  citizens  of  Buffalo  erected  a 
building  for  court-room  and  offices,  which  was 
furnished  the  county  free  of  rent  for  a term  of 
live  years.  This  building  was  24x36  feet,  and 
two  stories  high.  It  is  now  owned  by  C.  E.  Oak- 
ley, the  upper  room  being  known  as  Oakley’s 
Hall,  and  used  for  society  and  public  meetings. 
A brick  vault  was  also  built  adjoining  the  old 
court-house  on  the  east,  during  the  construction 
of  which,  a partial  collapse  gave  Mr.  Gardner,  the 
builder,  a temporary  burial,  from  which,  however, 
he  was  resurrected  with  slight  injuries. 

Viewing  the  old  court-house  to-day,  it  seems 
but  a meager  provision  for  the  then  existing  needs 
of  the  county,  but  it  was  a marked  improvement 
upon  the  previous  condition  of  affairs. 

Tn  Monticello  no  common  building  existed;  a 
part  of  the  officers  were  furnished  with  small  de- 
tached quarters,  while  others  were  wholly  without 
provision.  The  convenience,  therefore,  of  even 
this  small  building  was  duly  appreciated.  In 
1873,  the  live  year's  lease  expired,  and  the  build- 
ing was  purchased  by  the  county,  for  one  thou- 
sand dollars.  In  tin'  legislature  of  this  year,  an 
act  was  passed  submitting  to  the  people  at  the 
spring  elections,  the  matter  of  voting  bonds  for 
the  construction  of  a new  county  building.  The 
measure  was  defeated,  and  the  matter  rested  until 
the  Legislature  of  1875,  when  an  act  was  passed 
authorizing  the  Board  of  County  Commissioners 
to  issue  the  necessary  bonds  without  submitting 
the  matter  to  a vote  of  the  people. 

Accordingly  a committee  was  appointed,  who, 
after  examining  several  public  buildings  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  State,  reported  that  a suitable  and 
convenient  building,  with  heavy  brick  walls  and 
stone  foundations,  could  be  erected  at  a maximum 
cost  of  thirty-live  thousand  dollars.  Plans  and 
specifications  were  furnished  by  J.  V.  Daniels,  and 


bids  solicited.  The  contract  was  awarded  to  Bis- 
bee  & Bardwell,  of  Minneapolis,  for  #26,640.  A 
portion  of  the  stone  used  in  the  foundation  was 
obtained  near  Buffalo  Lake,  the  remainder  being 
brought  from  Minneapolis;  the  brick  were  also 
obtained  near  by,  thus  lessening  the  otherwise 
heavy  expense  of  building.  The  mason  work  was 
carried  on  under  the  supervision  of  “Uncle  Joe” 
Nelson,  an  old  man  now  over  eighty  years  of  age, 
and  a universal  favorite  in  this  and  other  localities. 

On  the  1st  of  January,  1878,  the  new  and  ele- 
gant court-house  was  occupied  by  the  county  offi- 
cers. The  additional  expenditure  of  some  three 
thousand  dollars  in  fencing,  erecting  out-buildings, 
and  ornamenting  the  grounds,  has  added  much  to 
its  original  appearance.  Viewed  from  the  margin 
of  the  lake  on  the  south,  with  its  terraced  grounds, 
graveled  walks,  and  greenwood  background,  its 
imposing  structure  affords  a perspective  such  as 
artists  admire,  and  of  which  the  citizens  of  Wright 
county  are  justly  proud.  Some  little  disappoint- 
ment was  experienced  in  the  basement  not  being 
finished  for  jail  purposes,  but  it  was  not  stipulated 
in  the  contract,  and  has  never  been  effected.  It  is 
divided,  however,  into  suitable  compartments,  and 
only  lacks  the  addition  of  patent  cells  to  make  it 
available  and  commodious.  It  has  not  yet  been 
deemed  advisable  to  assume  the  expense  of  its 
completion,  and  the  further  necessary  expense  of  a 
turnkey.  Prisoners  are  therefore  taken  either  to 
St.  Paul  or  Minneapolis  for  safe  keeping  during 
their  terms  of  confinement. 

Schools. — That  the  first  settlers  of  Wright 
county  were  alive  to  the  importance  of  fostering 
an  educational  interest,  is  evident  from  their  early 
efforts  in  that  direction.  The  three  voting  Pre- 
cincts, first  established  were  each  made  a school 
district,  and  the  formation  of  other  districts  were 
among  the  first  sub-divisions  following.  Rude, 
though  comfortable  buildings  were  erected,  and 
schools  maintained,  usually  without  taxation,  vol- 
untary contributions  being  the  rule.  The  first 
notable  impetus  given,  was  the  general  act  grant- 
ing two  sections  in  each  township  for  school  pur- 
poses, though  in  most  cast's  little  immediate  aid 
was  realized  from  this  source.  Yet,  through  all 
the  varied  fortunes  of  the  pioneer  and  later  settle- 
ments, this  all-important  element  has  been  care- 
fully nursed,  until  now,  not  a child  within  the 
borders  of  the  county  is  without  the  means  of  a 
common  school  education.  The  village  schools 
offer  additional  facilities,  as  will  appear  in  the  town 
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histories  following.  From  I860,  until  the  office  of 
County  Superintendent  was  established,  each  Com- 
missioner district  had  its  School  Examiner;  since 
then  all  have  been  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Superintendent,  whose  duties  each  year  are  becom- 
ing more  arduous. 

Railroads. — The  necessity  of  better  facilities 
for  travel  and  transportation  were  among  the  early 
wants  experienced  in  this  region,  and  the  future 
possibility  of  a line  of  railroad  traversing  this 
county  was  anxiously  considered  by  the  rapidly 
increasing  population.  Accordingly,  any  meas" 
ure  pointing  to  that  end  was  joyfully  received  by 
the  inhabitants,  and  when  the  “Five  Million  Loan 
Bill  ” was  submitted  to  the  people,  in  April,  1858, 
Wright  county,  in  view  of  one  or  more  antici- 
pated lines  through  her  territory,  voted  almost 
unanimously  in  its  favor.  Some  of  its  warmest 
advocates,  at  that  date,  have  since  been  among 
those  who  opposed  the  payment  of  the  bonds.  Of 
the  land  grants  provided  for  by  act  of  Congress, 
March  3d,  1857,  a large  amount  of  the  public 
domain  was  secured  by  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis, 
ami  Northwestern  Railroad  Company,  afterwards 
changed  by  reorganization,  to  the  First  Division 
of  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific,  and  later,  by  similar 
measures,  to  its  present  name — St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company.  By  the 
line  located  through  the  southern  part  of  this 
county,  and  the  one  just  avoiding  its  northern 
border,  a large  acreage  was  secured  within  the 
county  limits,  the  grant  embracing  the  odd-num- 
bered sections  within  a limit  of  twelve  miles  on 
either  side  of  the  linos.  This,  with  the  large 
amount  embraced  in  the  lands  afterward  taken 
under  the  homestead  law,  reduced  the  taxable 
area  to  a mere  fraction,  and  in  18(17,  through  some 
strange  misinterpretation  of  the  terms  of  the  land 
grant,  an  effort  was  made  to  tax  the  railroad  lands 
within  the  county  limits,  the  same  as  ordinary  non- 
resident lands.  They  were,  therefore,  placed  on  tho 
assessment  rolls,  returned,  and  advertised  for  sale 
for  non-payment  of  taxes;  but  the  sale  was  prevented 
by  an  injunction  served  by  the  railroad  company 
upon  the  County  Auditor  and  Treasurer.  Litiga- 
tion followed,  the  ease  coming  before  the  Juno 
term  of  the  District  Court,  and  resulting  in  a deci- 
sion in  favor  of  the  Company.  In  this  contest, 
11.  It.  Bigelow  appeared  for  the  Railroad,  and 
Hon.  II.  L.  Gordon  for  the  county.  The  case  was 
carried  to  the  Supreme  Court,  by  appeal,  and  the 
action  of  the  lower  tribunal  confirmed.]  T 


It  was,  on  the  whole,  a most  unfortunate  affair, 
the  worst  of  which  was  not  the  immediate  expense 
incurred  in  the  suits.  By  returning  a large  assess- 
ment on  real  estate,  a corresponding  tax  was  re- 
quired by  the  State,  which,  as  it  was  never  col- 
lected in  the  county,  was  never  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury,  and  the  State  Auditor’s  books  still  show 
a nominal  indebtedness  from  which  Wright  county 
officials  are  not  yet  free  from  annoyance. 

During  the  year  I860,  the  railroad  now  known 
as  the  Breckenridge  Division  of  the  St.  Paul,  Miu- 
neapolis  and  Manitoba,  was  located  through  Wright 
county,  and  during  the  winter  was  cut  out  through 
the  Big  Woods.  In  October,  18G8,  the  track  was 
laid  as  far  as  Delano,  and  by  July,  the  next  year, 
was  completed  to  Cokato,  and  soon  after,  beyond 
the  county  line  west. 

In  the  summer,  or  autumn  of  1878,  a survey  was 
made  through  the  northern  part  of  the  county  by 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  passing 
through  tile  villages  of  Clearwater  and  Monticello. 
The  people  along  the  roqte  were  jubilant  in  antic- 
ipation of  its  early  construction,  but  the  project 
was  abandoned,  and  their  hopes  unrealized.  Thus 
matters  remained  until  the  winter  of  1880-81,  when 
another  survey  was  undertaken  in  the  interests  of 
the  Minneapolis  and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany, following  the  general  course  of  the  former, 
and  commonly  called,  Rosser  survey.  Other  routes 
were  also  surveyed,  including  one  through  Buffalo. 
Propositions  were  submitted,  aid  extended  from  the 
towns  of  Monticello  and  Clearwater,  and  during 
the  summer  of  1881,  the  road  graded  as  far  as  the 
latter  village.  Track  laying  began,  from  Minne- 
apolis west,  early  in  the  season,  with  the  view  of 
reaching  the  western  extremity  of  Wright  county 
during  the  fall,  which  at  time  of  this  writing, 
seems  likely  to  be  effected.  The  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
apolis and  Manitoba  Railway  Company  own  the 
controlling  interest  in  the  line,  and  its  construc- 
tion is  wholly  under  their  management. 

As  the  past  and  future  development  of  Wright 
county  bears  so  intimate  a relation  to  the  achieve- 
ments of  this  company,  it  is  deemed  proper  here  to 
give  a brief  review  of  its  inception  and  progress. 

The  land  grant  of  Congress,  approved  March, 
1857,  for  aid  in  the  construction  of  railroads  in  Min- 
nesota,was  based  upon  a scries  of  contemplated  lines, 
radiating  from  St.  Paul,  one  of  which  should  run  to 
Winona,  one  to  Stillwater,  and  another  to  Minne- 
apolis, branching  at  that  point,  with  one  line  run- 
ning to  Big  Stone  Lake,  on  the  western  line  of 
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tho  State;  the  other  through  Sauk  Rapids,  to  St. 
Vincent,  with  a branch  line  from  Sauk  Rapids  to 
I jakc  Superior.  Of  Mu'  lands  thus  grunted,  tliis 
company  secured  about  it,  180,000  acres,  of  which, 
at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30th, 
1881,  there  had  been  sold  1,185,837  acres  along 
their  several  lines,  the  sales  for  the  last  year  alone 
amounting  to  nearly  98,000  acres.  The  first  ef- 
forts in  construction,  under  the  original  corpora- 
tion, were  but  feeble  demonstrations.  A partially 
completed  grade  marked  a possible  future  line 
from  St.  Paul  to  St.  Anthony,  in  1857,  and  there 
the  matter  rested  until  1802,  when  another  ell'ort 
resulted  in  trains  running  to  St.  Anthony.  Ed- 
mund Rice  was  President  of  the  first  and  Second 
corporations,  and  in  1861,  George  L.  Becker  be- 
came President  of  the  First  Division  of  the  St. 
Paul  and  Pacific  Railway  Company,  the  new  cor- 
poration securing  the  land  grants  and  franchises 
of  the  constructed  portion  from  St.  Paul  to  St. 
Anthony,  and  the  uncompleted  portion  to  Sauk 
Rapids;  also  from  St.  Anthony  west  to  Big  Stone 
Lake.  The  progress  of  the  latter  line  has  already 
been  noted.  The  Sauk  Rapids  branch  hardly  kept 
pace  with  the  other;  reaching  Anoka  in  January, 
1804,  Elk  River,  in  October,  the  same  year,  Big 
Lake,  April,  1866,  East  St.  Cloud,  September,  1860, 
and  Sauk  Rapids,  September  30th,  1867.  In  June, 
1879,  through  negotiations  unnecessary  here  to 
name,  the  present  organization  was  consummated, 
and  has  since  enjoyed  a marked  degree  of  success. 
During  the  year  ('tiding  June  30th,  1881,  the  com- 
pany have  built  211  miles  of  road,  and  now  own 
and  operate  816  miles,  mostly  within  this  State,  the 
remainder  in  Dakota.  On  these  lines  they  pay 
into  the  State  treasury,  in  taxes,  $109,588.11. 

The  rolling  stock  in  use  at  time  of  the  June 
report  of  1881,  was  : eighty-nine  locomotives, 
seven  sleeping  cars,  seventy- four  passenger,  mail, 
and  baggage  cars,  fifty-two  caboose  and  tool  cars, 
and  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  lifty-six  box, 
stock,  flat,  and  gravel  cars. 

The  gross  earnings  for  the  last  fiscal  year  were 
$3,652,851 .91 , to  which  is  added  rents  of  leased 
lines,  interest  and  exchange,  to  the  amount  of  $52,- 
600.22,  leaving  a balance  over  operating  and  other 
expenses,  of  $732,466.10,  exclusive  of  land  sales. 
'The  same  annual  report  shows  the  Company  pos- 
sessed of  assets  to  the  amount  of  $37,536,583.95. 

The  general  offices,  shops,  etc.,  are  located  at  St. 
Paul,  the  former  comprising  elegant  apartments  at 
the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Wabasha  streets.  The 


officicul  roster  is  as  follows:  Geo.  Stephen,  Pres.; 
1\.  1(.  Angus,  Vico  Pres.;  Edward  Sawyer,  See.  and 
Treus. ; Jas.  .1.  Hill,  (len’l  Manager;  Allen  Manvel, 
Asst.  Gen’l  Manager;  0.  O.  Smith,  Chief  Engi- 
neer; and  S.  S.  Breed,  Auditor. 

Old  Settleks’  Association.-  -This  society  was 
organized  in  1868,  holding  its  first  meeting  Janu- 
ary 7th,  at  the  residence  of  W.  V.  B.  Moore,  at 
Monticello.  It  was  decided  that  the  membership 
be  confined  to  residents  of  the  county  prior  to 
January  1st,  1858.  The  lirst  regular  meeting  of 
the  society  was  called  to  meet  at  Buffalo  on  the 
22d  day  of  February,  1868,  a constitution  and  by- 
laws then  to  be  presented;  for  which  purpose  T. 
R.  Briggs,  J.  E.  Warren,  and  Geo.  A.  J.  Overton 
were  appointed  a committee.  The  officers  elected 
were:  D.  R.  Famham,  Pres.;  Geo.  A.  J.  Overton, 
Sec. ; and  W.  V.  B.  Moore,  Treas.  Each  town  was 
represented  by  a Vice  President  as  follows: 

Robert  S.  Holmes,  Albion, 

A.  Ackley,  Buffalo, 

B.  Ambler,  Chatham, 

Charles  Gordon,  Corinna, 

T.  C.  Porter,  Clearwater, 

Jacob  Bingenheimer,  Frankfort, 

J.  P.  Lyle,  Franklin, 

A.  D.  Kingsley,  Marysville, 

S.  E.  Adams,  Monticello, 

A.  McDonald,  French  Lake, 

J.  L.  King,  Middlevillc, 

Sam.  Allen,  Mooers  Prairie, 

W.  G.  McCrory,  Maple  Lake, 

John  McDonald,  Otsego, 

William  Sleight,  Rockford, 

J.  S.  Locke,  Silver  Creek, 

Edward  Brewster,  Victor, 

Ezra  Stacy,  Woodland. 

Pursuant  to  call  the  meeting  was  held  on  the 
22d  of  February,  1868,  at  the  residence  of  Jack- 
son  Taylor,  when  the  organization  was  perfected, 
a sumptuous  repast  and  general  good  cheer  fol- 
lowing. Annual  meetings  have  since  been  main- 
tained, usually  marked  by  a fair  attendance,  and 
the  exercises  common  to  such  occasions.  By  a 
constitutional  amendment  effected  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  1880,  the  membership  privilege  was 
extended  to  residents  prior  to  1860.  Time’s  rest- 
less hand  has  already  defaced  the  original  mem- 
bership roll,  and  ere  many  years,  the  last  of  the 
charter  members  of  the  association  will  be  among 
the  things  that  were. 

Aoiucultukal  Societies.— To  the  citizens  of 
Rockford  belongs  the  credit  of  inaugurating  agri- 
cultural societies  in  Wright  county,  the  lirst  of 
which  was  organized  in  that  town  in  July,  1860, 
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and  called  the  Crow  River  Agricultural  Society. 
The  first  Fair  was  held  at  tlio  village  of  Rockford 
in  September,  1861.  For  a time  its  meetings  were 
monthly,  and  came  to  be  quite  prominent  gather- 
ings. Its  President  was  William  Sleight,  and  its 
Secretary,  D.  R.  Farnham.  It  was  maintained  for 
several  years  with  varied  degrees  of  success. 

In  January,  1870,  the  Wright  County  Agricul- 
tural Society  was  formed,  with  the  following  offi- 
cial roster:  President,  William  Sleight;  Vice  Pres- 
ident, J.  R.  Parvin;  Secretary,  J.  M.  Keeler; 
Treasurer,  J.  W.  Hanaford;  Executive  Committee, 
John  Knight,  George  Davis,  Milton  Bliss,  and  W. 
T.  Rigby.  The  first  fair  was  held  at  Monticello 
on  the  21st,  22d,  and  23d  of  September,  1870,  and 
was  well  attended.  Diplomas  were  awarded  suc- 
cessful competitors  and  exhibitors,  but  no  cash  or 
other  premiums;  owing  to  an  ill-stored  treasury, 
the  receipts  but  little  more  than  covering  the 
necessary  expenditures.  At  the  next  annual  fair, 
also  held  at  Monticello,  $95,23  was  furnished  the 
Society  by  the  State  Auditor,  under  legislative 
provision,  making,  with  other  receipts,  a total  of 
$414.10.  This  enabled  the  Society  to  offer  mod- 
erate premiums,  the  effect  of  which  was  to  increase 
the  interest  heretofore  manifest  by  exhibitors.  In 
1874,  the  place  of  holding  the  fair  was  changed 
to  Rockford,  and  in  1876  to  Buffalo,  where  it  re- 
mained till  1880,  then  was  again  removed  to  Rock- 
ford. Temporary  and  inexpensive  buildings  have 
been  provided  at  the  different  towns  mentioned, 
and  the  meetings  have  usually  been  successful. 
The  officers,  however,  experience  great  difficulty 
and  annoyance  in  the  absence  of  permanent 
grounds  and  buildings,  an  evil  that  time  and  the 
future  development  of  the  county  will,  ere  long, 
remove. 

Respite  wars,  scourges,  and  myriad  misfortunes, 
Wright  county  has  kept  pace  with  other  portions 
of  the  State  in  general  improvement  and  develop- 
ment, and  with  her  natural  advantages,  excellent 
soil  and  timber,  and  above  all,  an  industrious  pop- 
ulation, it  is  safe  to  predict  that  few  counties  will 
ultimately  rival  her  in  wealth  and  advancement. 
The  days  of  hopeless  toil,  privation,  and  terror 
have  passed;  comfort  smiles  on  every  hand,  and 
the  future  glows  with  promise  of  ultimate  triumph 
and  happiness. 
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CHAPTER  CXVITI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION  DISAPPEARANCE  OP  HENRIETTA  SPEN- 
CER— SCHOOLS — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

Albion  lies  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  embraces  an  area  of  about  23,040  acres, 
of  which  4,190  are  being  cultivated.  The  surface 
was,  originally,  chiefly  covered  with  timber,  but  a 
large  portion  has  been  removed  for  agricultural 
purposes.  The  soil  is  a deep  dark  loam  with  a 
clay  subsoil,  and  the  town  has  a large  acreage  of 
natural  meadow  land.  There  are  a number  of 
lakes,  some  of  which  are  quite  large,  and  all  abound 
in  fish  of  the  varieties  peculiar  to  the  locality.  The 
largest  of  these  lakes  are,  Granite,  Albion,  William, 
Swartouts,  and  Hensliaw  lakes,  the  total  water  sur- 
face covering  an  area  of  about  2,500  acres. 

The  first  actual  settlers  were  Thomas  G.  and 
Robert  S.  Holmes,  twin  brothers,  who  settled  on 
sections  nine  and  ten,  on  the  bank  of  Albion  Lake, 
and  still  reside  there.  A.  J.  Phillips  was  in  this 
township  in  1855,  and  three  years  later,  made  a 
claim  on  section  twenty,  where  he  now  lives. 
Charles  Judsou  settled  on  section  twenty-six  in  the 
fall  of  1858,  and  is  now  a resident  of  the  town. 
Thomas  Dunham  also  came  about  the  same  time. 
In  May,  1857,  a party  of  well-to-do  farmers  came 
from  New  York,  consisting  of  William  Taylor,  M. 
A.  Taylor,  G.  L.  Ingraham,  W.  R.  Butterworth, 
and  his  son  W.  H.  Butterworth.  The  latter  was 
drowned  while  crossing  the  lake  on  the  5th  of  July 
of  the  same  year,  and  was  the  first  death  in  the 
town,  llis  father  was  nearly  distracted,  and  soon 
left  the  State  never  to  return. 

Albion  was  organized  by  the  County  Commis- 
sioners in  April,  1858,  and  embraced,  in  addition 
to  its  own  territory,  that  now  contained  in  French 
Lake,  and  reduced  to  its  present  limits  on  the  or- 
ganization of  the  latter  town.  The  first  election 
was  held  on  the  lltli  of  May,  and  the  following 
officers  chosen:  Supervisors,  R.  S.  Holmes,  Chair- 
man, C.  L.  Ingraham,  and  W.  R.  Butterworth; 
Clerk,  M.  A:  Taylor;  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  T. 
G.  Holmes,  and  W.  It.  Butterworth. 

A towusite  was  surveyed  and  platted  by  the 
Holmes  brothers  soon  after  their  arrival,  but  after 
the  lapse  of  a quarter  of  a century,  the  site  is 
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found  to  bo  worth  moro  as  fanning  land  than  for 
any  othor  purpose. 

The  most  remarkable  event  in  the  history 
of  Albion  is  the  disappearance,  in  the  fall  of 
1879,  of  a little  girl  two  and  a half  years 
old,  a daughter  of  John  F.  Spencer,  who  re- 
sides on  section  twelve.  Henrietta,  or  Etta, 
as  she  was  familiarly  called,  in  company  with  two 
older  sisters,  the  eldest  aged  about  seven  years, 
was  playing  not  more  than  five  rods  from  their 
father,  who  was  at  work  about  twenty  rods  from  the 
house.  They  were  called  by  their  mother,  and 
Mr.  Spencer  saw  the  three  start  together  for  the 
house.  When  the  two  eldest  came  in,  the  mother 
enquired  for  Etta,  and  was  answered  that  she  was 
coming.  As  she  did  not  come  in  a few  minutes, 
Mrs.  Spencer  went  to  the  door  and  not  seeing  the 
child,  went  to  her  husband  in  the  field  in  search  of 
her.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  for  Etta,  her  father 
replied  that  she  had  started  for  the  house  about 
live  minutes  ago.  Search  was  at  once  begun,  and 
a large  party  of  men  who  were  fit  work  in  the 
vicinity,  turned  out  and  explored  every  foot  of  ter- 
ritory for  miles  around,  but  to  this  day,  not  a 
trace  of  the  child  has  been  discovered.  The  little 
girl  was  not  out  of  sight  of  her  parents  more  than 
two  or  three  minutes  until  she  was  missed,  a thor- 
ough search  was  immediately  begun,  there  is  no 
hike,  marsh,  or  bog  in  the  vicinity,  and  no  proba- 
bility that  there  were  any  wild  beasts  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, which  facts  make  the  disappearance  a 
very  mysterious  one.  Etta  was  a beautiful  child, 
the  pet  of  the  family,  and  it  was  a hard  blow  to 
the  parents. 

There  are  five  schools  in  the  town.  The  first 
teacher  was  Henry  Hears,  who  taught  school  in  a 
private  house  in  1800.  The  first,  school  house  was  ( 
built  in  1800,  but  burned  before  its  completion, 
and  rebuilt  the  following  year. 

There  are  two  steam  saw-mills  in  the  town.  One 
is  owned  by  A.  J.  Phillips,  find  loeatod  on  the 
bank  of  (Jranite  Lake,  and  the  other  belongs  to 
John  Buclunan,  and  is  operated  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town. 

There  has  been  an  organization  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  here  since  18G1.  Elder 
Robinson  held  the  first  services. 

The  population,  according  to  the  census  of 
1880,  was  780,  and  the  agricultural  report  for  the 
same  year  shows  the  following  products:  wheat, 
311,7)09  bushels;  oats,  7,704  bushels;  corn,  14,000 
bushels;  barley,  90  bushels;  rye,  175  bushels; 


potatoes,  2,575  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  105  tons; 
wild  hay,  813  tons;  wool,  1,017  pounds;  butter, 
11,555  pounds;  and  honey,  975  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Mark  Mathew  Bridges,  a native  of  Bangor, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  December,  1835. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  but  ten  years  old.  He 
received  a common  school  education,  and  followed 
farming  while  living  in  his  native  State.  In  1857, 
he  came  to  Minneapolis,  and  soon  after,  to  Anoka, 
where  he  worked  in  a saw-mill  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  attended  the  Academy  at  Monticello, 
Wright  county,  for  two  terms.  He  enlisted  at 
Fort  Snelling,  in  Company  D,  of  the  Second  Min- 
nesota Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Payne; 
was  at  Fort  Abercrombie  for  three  years,  serving 
in  the  Indian  war  until  December,  1801.  He  re- 
sides ou  a farm  in  section  eighteen,  and  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors  since  living 
in  the  town.  Married  Miss  Eliza  Curtis  in  the 
year  1800.  They  have  seven  children,  four  boys 
and  three  girls. 

Edmond  Bonin,  a native  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  8th  of  August,  1834,  where  he 
lived,  learning  the  blacksmith  trade.  In  1857, 
went  to  California,  and  after  traveling  through  a 
part  of  Washington  Territory  and  Oregon,  re- 
turned to  San  Francisco,  and  soon  after  came  back 
by  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  to  New  York,  and 
thence  to  his  native  place.  In  1803,  he  came  to 
Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  was  employed 
in  the  United  States  Armory.  After  some  time, 
returned  to  Montreal,  Canada,  where  he  kept 
hotel  until  coming  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in 
1878,  where  lie  was  also  in  the  hotel  business  for 
one  year.  Then  removed  to  his  present  farm  in 
j section  six,  in  1879.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Anna  Aiken,  a native  of  Canada,  in  the  year  1803. 
They  have  had  three  children,  but  two  of  whom 
are  living. 

Frederick  M.  Cadwell,  a native  of  Madison 
county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  March, 
1828.  When  he  was  six  years  old,  the  family 
moved  to  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  where  he  re- 
ceived a good  common  school  education.  After 
becoming  a man,  lie  went  to  Racine  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  remained  for  two  years.  In  August, 
1852,  located  on  a farm  in  Wright  County,  Minne- 
sota; then,  in  1855,  removed  to  Clearwater,  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits;  and  in  1801, 
located  in  section  fourteen,  Albion  township,  where 
ho  still  resides.  In  July,  1803,  removed  his  fam- 
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ily  to  Wisconsin,  and  in  January,  1864,  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  of  the  Twenty-Second  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Went  first  to  Nashville;  was 
in  the  Atlanta  Campaign,  in  General  Sherman’s 
“ March  to  t he  Sea,”  and  in  the  campaign  under 
Sherman  from  Savannah  to  Raleigh,  being  mus- 
tered out  at  the  latter  place  in  June,  1865.  Then 
came  to  Wisconsin  for  his  family  and  with  them 
returned  to  his  home  in  Albion.  Mr.  Cadwell  has 
been  Supervisor  for  several  terms  since  a citizen 
of  the  town.  He  Avas  joined  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Esther  E.  McCrory,  a native  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  NeAV  York,  on  the  lltli  of  February,  1857. 
They  have  a family  of  four  children;  one  boy  and 
three  girls. 

George  Eagy,  a native  of  Rush  county,  Indi- 
ana, was  horn  on  the  20th  of  December,  1837. 
His  mother  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  after 
which  he  made  his  home  with  a Mr.  Hite,  till  four- 
teen years  of  age,  Avhen  he  began  to  make  his 
own  living.  He  worked  on  a farm  and  attended 
common  schools  while  a youth;  then  followed 
agricultural  pursuits  until  he  left  his  native  State 
in  1866,  Avhen  he  came  to  Minnesota.  Soon  after 
landing  in  the  State,  located  in  the  town  of  Albion, 
remaining  till  1874,  when  he  moved  to  Monticello, 
keeping  a restaurant  and  confectionery  for  a few 
years.  In  1878,  returned  to  this  toAvn  and  located 
on  a farm  in  section  eleven,  where  he  still  resides. 
He  lias  been  Supervisor  and  Assessor  for  several 
terms  since  his  residence  here.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  E.  Phillips,  a native  of  Indiana,  on  the  25th 
of  October,  1860.  They  have  had  a family  of 
six  children,  four  of  Avliom  are  living. 

Orin  B.  Travis  is  a native  of  Seneca  county, 
New'  York.  His  parents  died  when  he  was  quite 
young.  Ili>  learned  the  carpenter  trade  in  youth 
and  followed  it  until  leaving  the  State  in  1867. 
Came  to  Minnesota  the  same  year,  and  located  on 
a farm  in  Albion  township,  where  he  lived  until 
1870,  when  he  retured  to  New  York,  and  was  em- 
ployed at  his  trade  for  six  years.  In  1876,  he 
returned  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  Ins  pres- 
ent farm  in  section  eleven.  He  married  MissAbby 
Hutchins,  of  Ncav  York,  in  the  year  I860.  They 
have  eight  living  children;  four  boys  and  four 
girls. 

Alexander  Fashant,  a native  of  Belgium,  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  October,  1821,  where  he  at- 
tained manhood,  receiving  a common  school  edu- 
cation. He  learned  the  art  of  stone  cutting,  which 
he  followed  for  twenty  years  before  leaving  his 


native  country.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  1852, 
locating  in  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  Avhere 
he  followed  his  trade  for  a short  time,  then  bought 
a farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  coming  to  Minne- 
sota in  October,  1862.  Ho  first,  located  on  a farm 
in  section  seventeen,  but  subsequently  removed  to 
his  present  farm  in  section  nineteen,  on  the  south 
side  of  Granite  Lake.  He  Avas  joined  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  B.  Terion,  a native  of  Belgium,  in 
the  year  1841.  They  have  eight  living  children, 
two  boys  and  six  girls.  His  youngest  son,  John 
Baptiste,  Avas  born  in  Wisconsin  on  the  8tli  of 
June,  1860,  and  by  his  OAvn  efforts,  improving  the 
school  privileges  of  the  neighborhood  and  his 
leisure  time,  has  obtained  a good  education.  He 
has  charge  of  his  father’s  farm. 

Alexander  Fasiiant,  Jr.,  a son  of  the  subject 
of  the  last  sketch,  Avas  born  in  Belgium  on  the  5th 
of  August,  1846,  Avhere  he  lived  Avith  his  parents 
until  ten  years  of  age,  then  came  Avith  them  to 
America,  living  hi  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, till  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
enlisted  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  the  Navy  de- 
partment at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  and  went  on 
board  the  gunboat  “ Mound  City.”  Was  in  a num- 
ber of  engagements,  and  mustered  out  of  service 
in  the  fall  of  1864.  He  soon  after  re-enlisted  in 
the  Third  Wisconsin  Veteran  Regiment,  for  one 
year  or  during  the  war.  Was  in  the  battle  of  Sa- 
vannah, under  General  Sherman,  and  on  the  famous 
“ March  to  the  Sea,”  and  again  mustered  out  in 
June,  1865.  After  completing  his  army  life,  came 
to  Minnesota  and  located  on  a farm  in  section  five, 
in  this  toAvn.  He  married  Miss  Catharine  Morris, 
who  is  a native  of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, in  the  year  1867.  They  have  six  children, 
three  boys  and  three  girls. 

John  Guthrie  Avas  born  in  Clare  county,  Ire- 
land, in  about  1822.  He  Avas  a farmer’s  boy, 
which  occupation  he  followed  in  his  native  country 
till  about  twenty  years  of  age,  Avhen  lie  emigrated 
to  America.  He  was  employed  at  railroading  in 
Massachusetts  for  a number  of  years;  then  moved 
to  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  Avorked  at  farming  for 
about  ten  years.  In  April,  1875,  came  to  Minne- 
sota, locating  on  his  present  farm  in  section 
eighteen.  He  married  Miss  H.  Murray,  avIio  Avas 
born  in  Ireland  in  the  year  1847.  They  have  five 
children  living,  two  boys  and  three  girls. 

Thomas  Guilford  and  Robert  .Seth  Holmes, 
twin  brothers,  Avere  born  in  the  province  of  On- 
tario, on  the  28th  of  February,  1836,  Avhere  they 
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grew  to  manhood  on  a farm.  Their  father  died  in 
1867,  and  their  mother  the  following  year.  They 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1854.  Thomas 
learned  the  carpenter  trade  at  Port  Huron,  which 
ho  followed  only  for  a short  time.  In  June,  1856, 
the  brothers  came  to  their  present  farms  in  sections 
nine  and  ten,  Albion  township,  where  they  still  re- 
side. They  have  kept  for  many  years  what  is 
known  as  the  Half-way  House;  have  also  kept  the 
Albion  Post-ollice,  except  for  about  two  years,  since 
its  establishment  in  1859.  Thomas  G.  was  Cap- 
tain of  a scouting  party  during  the  Indian  war; 
both  taking  an  active  part  in  subduing  the  Indians. 
He  was  married  on  the  27th  of  December,  1880, 
to  Miss  Dora  Foster,  who  was  born  in  La  Crosse 
county,  Wisconsin. 

James  Knotts  was  born  near  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, Maryland,  on  the  25tli  of  October,  1825. 
Soon  after  his  birth,  the  family  moved  to  Frank- 
lin county,  Indiana,  where  they  located  on  a farm 
near  Bloomington  Grove,  where  James  grew  to 
manhood.  He  followed  teaming  from  Blooming- 
ton Grove  to  Cincinnati  for  a number  of  years. 
Then  moved  to  Indianapolis,  where  he  lived  until 
1867,  when  he  moved  to  Minnesota,  and  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  section  eight,  where  he  has 
since  lived.  He  married,  in  the  year  1850,  Miss 
Emily  Phillips,  who  was  born  near  Indianapolis, 
Indiana.  They  have  eight  children  living;  seven 
boys  and  one  girl. 

John  Love  was  born  in  Butland  county,  Eng- 
land, on  the  26th  of  August,  1830,  where  he  lived 
till  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  emigrated  to 
America  in  1851,  living  in  Albany,  New  York,  un- 
til 1854;  then  went  to  Dyersville,  Iowa,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  three  years.  Then  went  to 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  where  ho  was  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  1868,  moved  to  Scott  county,  Min- 
nesota, where  he  lived  one  year.  In  1869,  he 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty-two, 
Albion  township.  He  married  Miss  Isabella  L. 
Brown,  in  the  year  1867,  who  was  born  on  Jersey 
Island,  in  the  English  Channel.  They  have  three 
children;  two  boys  and  one  girl. 

William  Hunky  Loud  was  born  near  the  city 
of  Augusta,  Maine,  on  the  23d  of  July,  1835. 
Soon  after  his  birth,  the  family  moved  to  China- 
town in  the  same  State,  where  William  received  a 
good  common  school  education.  His  father  was  a 
millwright  and  carpenter,  which  trades  he  also 
learned.  In  1858,  came  to  Monticello,  Minnesota, 
working  in  a saw  mill  for  Blanchard  & Co.,  until 


August,  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  of 
the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  Was 
on  the  frontier  and  at  Fort  Ripley  that  fall,  and 
the  following  summer,  in  Gen.  Sully’s  expedition; 
was  in  a number  of  skirmishes  with  the  Indians 
in  the  Black  Hills;  went  south  in  the  fall  of  1864; 
was  in  a number  of  important  battles,  and  mus- 
tered out  in  August  1865.  Then  returned  to  Min- 
nesota, and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at 
Buffalo,  Wright  county,  where  he  was  Sheriff 
for  four  years ; and  traveling  salesman  for 
Post  and  Davis,  of  Minneapolis,  for  three  years. 
He  came  to  Albion  in  1877,  and  located  in  sec- 
tion eighteen,  where  he  still  resides.  He  was 
twice  married.  His  first  wife,  by  whom  he  had 
four  children,  died  in  May,  1877.  He  married 
Miss  Eugenie  Jouanna,  a native  of  France,  in 
1879.  They  have  one  child. 

Feedekick  B.  Nayee  was  born  in  Strassburg, 
in  the  province  of  Alsace,  Germany,  on  the  24th 
of  January,  1853.  He  received  a good  education, 
graduating  in  the  scientific  department  at  Strass- 
burg in  the  class  of  1871.  He  enlisted  in  the 
medical  staff  in  the  late  Franco-Prussian  war, 
and  was  present  at  several  hard  fought  battles 
and  the  siege  of  Metz,  in  1871.  He  came  to 
Wright  county  in  1872,  attending  the  State  Uni- 
versity, at  Minneapolis,  in  the  winter  of  1873, 
in  order  to  more  perfectly  master  the  Eng- 
lish language,  and  has  been  teaching  school  most 
of  the  time  since.  Since  1878,  has  given  some 
attention  to  the  study  of  law,  but  is  now  farming 
and  has  a loan  and  collecting  agency.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Sophia  Coyer,  in  1879.  They  have  had 
two  children,  one  of  whom  is  living. 

Roheet  Lewis  Phillips  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Cambridge,  Vermont,  on  the  22d  of  April, 
1808,  where  ho  attained  manhood,  receiving  a 
common  school  education.  11c  learned  the  car- 
penter and  millwright  trade,  and  was  a contractor, 
ju  his  native  State.  In  1853,  moved  to  Lake 
City,  Wisconsin,  and  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
that  place.  He  kept  a hotel  for  one  year  at  Kings- 
ton, Meeker  county,  and  came  to  Albion  in  1866, 
taking  a homestead  on  which  he  lived  till  1878, 
when  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section 
twenty-nine.  He  enlisted  in  Company  M,  of  the 
First  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1862,  and 
took  part  in  a number  of  severe  engagements,  in 
one  of  which  he  received  a wound,  resulting  in  a 
permanent  injury,  for  which  he  receives  a pen- 
sion. Ho  has  been  Supervisor  and  Justice  of  the 
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Peace  a number  of  terms.  He  was  married  re- 
cently to  Mrs.  Abigail  Ellsworth. 

Anduew  Jackson  Phillips,  a native  of  Indian- 
apolis, Indiana,  was  born  on  the  Kith  of  Novem- 
ber, 1832,  whom  ho  resided  till  sixteen  yours  of 
age  attending  school.  Ilis  father  died  when  he 
was  but  ten  years  old.  At  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  he  commenced  to  learn  the  machinist  trade, 
and  followed  that  business  for  about  six  years. 
In  August,  1855,  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and 
worked  at  the  carpenter  trade  during  the  winter. 
He  took  a contract  from  the  Government  to  survey 
eight  townships,  during  which  time  he  passed 
through  Albion,  and  soon  after  made  this  town  his 
home,  and  was  among  the  first  to  settle  here. 
He  came  to  his  present  farm,  in  section  twenty,  in 
1863.  Was  in  the  State  Militia  several  months 
during  the  Indian  war.  He  afterwards  enlisted, 
March  21st,  1861,  in  Company  B,  of  the  Fourth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry ; was  in  several  im- 
portant engagements  in  the  South,  and  mustered 
out.  in  August,  18(55.  Then  returned  to  his  farm 
in  Wright  county,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
Il<i  has  held  nearly  all  the  town  ollices  at  dif- 
ferent times.  Was  married  on  the  1st  of  January 
1862,  to  Miss  Geneva  Howard,  of  Bristol,  Bel- 
gium. They  have  six  children;  three  girls  and 
three  boys. 


BUFFALO. 

CHAPTER  CXIX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 

GANIZATION—MANUFACTURING-SCHOOLS  —CHURCH- 
ES— SOCIETIES — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

Buffalo  lies  in  the  northeast  center  of  the  coun- 
ty, and  embraces  an  area  of  about  23,010  acres,  of 
which  4,792  are  under  cultivation. 

The  surface  was  originally  nearly  all  covered 
with  timber,  interspersed  with  many  natural 
meadows.  The  soil,  like  most  of  the  timber  land 
in  the  county,  is  a rich,  dark  loam,  with  a clay 
subsoil.  A large  portion  of  the  surface  (about 
3,500  acres)  is  covered  with  lakes. 

Buffalo  Lake,  from  which  the  town  derives  its 
name,  lies  partly  in  Buffalo  and  partly  in  Chat- 
ham; Lake  Pulaski  is  about  two  miles  to  the  north- 
east, and  Pelican  Lake  extends  into  the  northeast 


corner  of  the  town  from  Monticello  and  Frank- 
fort. These  are  the  largest  lakes;  all  are  beauti- 
ful sheets  of  water  and  abound  in  lish. 

Buffalo  Lake  was  named  by  the  Indian  traders 
many  years  ago,  on  account  of  the  large  numbers 
of  buffalo  lish  found  in  the  lake.  This  locality 
was  a famous  camping  ground  of  the  Hioux, 
where  they  came  in  summer,  to  fish  and  gather 
cranberries,  and  in  the  winter,  to  hunt  deer.  Tt  is 
not  known  that  the  Sioux  had  any  permanent  or 
established  village  on  the  shore  of  Buffalo  Lake, 
but  in  later  years,  the  Winnebagoes  had  a large 
village  Avhere  the  village  of  Buffalo,  the  county 
seat  of  Wrigljt  county,  now  stands. 

In  1855,  the  houses  or  tepees  covered  the  entire 
space  between  where  the  saw  mill  now  is  and  the 
ravine  between  the  American  House  and  the  Court 
House. 

A few  patches  of  corn  were  cultivated  by  the 
squaws,  and  the  men  spent  their  time  hi  fishing 
and  hunting. 

Here  the  annual  payments  wero  made,  and  a 
trading  post  was  established  at  the  west  end  of 
Lake  Pulaski. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Brissette,  an  Indian  trader  living 
at  Lake  Calhoun,  near  Minneapolis,  with  several 
other  French  pioneers,  cut  a road  through  the 
timber  from  Lake  Calhoun  to  Buffalo,  by  way  of 
the  west  side  of  Medicine  Lake,  Independence 
Lake,  and  Lake  Sarah,  crossing  Crow  river  at 
Rockford,  then  going  north  of  the  present  Rock- 
ford and  Buffalo  road,  crossing  the  creek  between 
the  marsh  and  lake,  near  where  the  dwelling  house 
of  George  Sook  now  stands.  It  was  a crooked, 
narrow  road,  but  many  journeys  were  made  to 
Buffalo  and  the  trading  post  at  Lake  Pulaski. 
The  first  settlers  used  this  old  traders’  road  as  late 
as  1857-58. 

The  first  man  to  permanently  locate  in  this 
township  was  Augustus  Prime,  who  settled  on 
section  nine  in  April,  1855.  He  died  at  Monti- 
cello in  1870.  He  was  followed  by  Solomon 
Hatch,  a native  of  Maim',  who  came  here  in  May, 
of  the  same  year,  purchasing  a claim  that  laid 
been  previously  made  on  section  five.  He  brought 
his  family  to  their  now  homo  in  October  of  the 
same  year,  and  resided  there  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  January,  1874.  His  son  still  resides 
on  the  old  homestead.  During  the  same  fall, 
Ainana  Ackley  and  G.  A.  J.  Overton  came  to  the 
shores  of  Buffalo  Lake,  and  selected  claims  on 
section  thirty,  whither  they  removed  in  the  follow- 
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ing  February.  Mr.  Ackley  still  resides  on  the  old 
homestead,  n part  of  which  is  covered  by  the  vil- 
lage of  Buffalo,  and  Mr.  Overtoil  died  in  Stevens 
county,  in  March,  1881.  James  (Irillin  came  with 
his  team  to  move  Ackley  and  Overton,  and,  being 
pleased  with  tlio  locality,  selected  a claim  on  sec- 
tion thirty-two,  and  occupied  it  with  his  family  on 
the  15tli  of  the  same  month.  Mr.  Grillin  is  a col- 
ored man  and  is  still  an  occupant  of  the  old  claim. 

The  spring  of  185(5,  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
Moses  S.  Calkins,  David  Calkins,  Daniel  Gray, 
Thomas  Smithson,  and  S.  15.  Culver,  all  settling 
in  the  vicinity  of  Buffalo  and  Pulaski  Lakes. 
J.  M.  Keeler,  Mr.  Odell,  and  Jackson  Taylor  came 
the  same  summer. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  William  M. 
Smithson,  son  of  Thomas  Smithson,  born  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1856,  and  died  on  the  31st  of  the 
same  month.  The  first  marriage  took  place  on 
the  16th  of  April,  1857;  the  contracting  parties 
being  James  Gilbert  and  Miss  Jennie  Prime. 

In  January,  1857,  an  election  precinct  was 
organized,  called  Buffalo,  which  extended  to  the 
west  line  of  the  county. 

The  precinct  was  established  by  the  board  of 
County  Commissioners,  and  the  following  precinct 
officers  appointed:  Judges  of  election,  Amasa 
Ackley,  Moses  Calkins,  and  Levi  B.  Culver;  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  G.  A.  J.  Overton;  Constable,  A. 
Ackley;  and  Overseer  of  ltoads,  Moses  S.  Calkins. 
The  place  of  holding  elections  was  the  dwelling 
house  of  A.  Ackley. 

The  town  was  organized  and  the  first  election 
held  on  the  lltli  of  May,  1858,  at  which  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  chosen:  Supervisors,  Jackson 
Taylor,  Amasa  Ackley,  and  Moses  S.  Calkins; 
Town  Clerk,  J.  M.  Keeler;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
David  S.  Calkins  and  J.  M.  Keeler;  and  Assessor, 
15.  Ambler. 

There  was  a Baptist  Church  organized  in  1858, 
by  Rev.  M.  Weeks,  but  it  has  not  been  very  pros- 
perous. 

The  first  district  school  was  organized  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1858,  and  Mrs.  D.  Blakely  installed 
as  teacher. 

During  the  Indian  outbreak  of  1862,  most  of 
the  settlers  fled  to  Monticello,  but  nearly  all  re- 
turned to  their  homes  within  six  weeks.  Some, 
however,  refusing  to  further  risk  their  lives  in 
such  a barbarous  country,  never  returned. 

A band  of  strolling  Sioux  passed  through  the 
county  in  June,  1863,  and  murdered  the  Dustin 


family,  of  which  mention  has  already  been  made. 
This  created  another  panic  at  Buffalo,  but  this 
time,  better  counsel  prevailed,  and  a substantial 
stockade  was  erected.  It  was  about  6l)\6l)  feet, 
and  eight  feet  high,  built  of  logs  with  a bastion 
at  each  corner.  No  Indians  appealed,  however, 
and  the  fort  was  soon  abandoned. 

The  town  of  Buffalo  originally  embraced  six 
sections  of  the  present  town  of  Rockford  and  all 
of  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Chatham,  but 
was  reduced  to  its  present  limits  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  latter  town  in  1866. 

BUFFALO  VILLAGE. 

The  village  -proper  was  surveyed  and  platted  in 
1856,  but  has  never  been  incorporated.  It  was 
entered  as  a town-site  by  Amasa  Ackley,  G.  A.  J. 
Overton  and  Jackson  Taylor.  The  first  dwelling 
house  was  built  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Ackley. 

The  first  store  was  built  in  1856,  by  Moses 
Calkins,  opposite  Jackson  Taylor’s  Hotel,  the  site 
then  being  what  is  now  Mrs.  Dudley’s  garden. 

Jackson  Taylor  opened  the  first  hotel,  and  has 
kept  a public  house  here  for  nearly  twenty  years. 
The  Windsor  House  was  opened  in  1871,  and  ren- 
dered quite  popular  under  the  able  management 
of  R.  Knights,  assisted  by  the  kind  hostess  and 
their  estimable  family.  The  Sturges  House 
was  built  in  1867,  and  kept  by  Lewis  Sturges  un- 
til May,  187!),  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
Charles  L.  Harvey,  who  repaired  it  and  changed 
the  name  to  the  American  House.  * 

In  1859,  Air.  Taylor  purchased  the  saw  mill  at 
Rockford,  and  moved  it  to  Buffalo,  but  it  did  not 
work  well  and  very  little  sawing  was  done.  The 
engine  and  boiler  were  afterwards  taken  to  Mon- 
ticello and  put  into  a steamboat  on  the  Mississippi 
river. 

* In  the  fall  of  1866,  Jackson  Taylor,  Wesley 
Bailey,  and  C.  Harvey  built  the  steam  sawmill  on 
the  lake  shore,  which,  for  a number  of  years,  did 
a large  business,  but  the  property  has  been  in  liti- 
gation for  the  last  few  years,  and  the  mill 
stands  idle. 

CHURCHES. 

The  first  church  organized  was  of  the  Baptist 
denomination,  in  1858,  but  owing  to  deaths  and 
removals,  there  are  but  a few  members  left.  There 
is  a Catholic  Church  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
town,  with  a large  membership. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  is  the  only  one  in  the 
village.  It  was  organized  on  the  10th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1875,  with  eight  members;  C.  E.  Oakley  and 
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E.  .T.  Cutts  were  elected  elders.  The  clmrcli  was 
erected  in  1870,  and  is  a well  finished  building. 
The  pulpit  has  been  filled  by  Revs.  J.  W.  Dickey, 
II.  P.  Falleneider,  J.  P.  McLane,  and  H.  C. 
Cheadle. 

SOCIETIES. 

Nelson  Lodge,  No.  135,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  was 
organized  on  the  15th  of  December,  1870,  with 
seventeen  charter  members. 

Buffalo  Grove,  No.  13,  U.  A.  O.  D.  was  in- 
stituted on  the  10th  of  June,  1870,  with  a member- 
ship of  eighteen. 

Buffalo  Lodge,  No.  140, 1.  O.  of  G.  T.  had 
a large  membership,  and  did  good  work  for  a 
time,  but  is  not  now  in  a very  flourishing  condition. 

Buffalo  Grange,  No.  10,  P.  of  H.  was  in  a vig- 
orous condition  for  a time,  but  the  interest  died 
out  and  the  grange  no  longer  exists. 

Newspaper. — The  only  paper  ever  published  in 
Buffalo  township  was  the  “Truth  Teller,”  a small 
sheet  edited  and  printed  by  Frank  H.  Widstrand, 
at  his  home  on  the  bank  of  Lake  Constance.  It 
first  appeared  in  1879,  and  was  issued  semi- 
monthly, but  ceased  to  exist  after  a brief  life  of 
about  one  year  and  a half. 

Buffalo  village  is  the  county  seat  of  Wright 
county,  which  is  certainly  situated  in  a very  de- 
sirable location.  The  court-house  and  grounds, 
on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  are  among  the  finest  in 
the  State. 

The  population  of  the  township,  according  to 
the  last  census,  was  718  persons,  including  the 
village. 

The  agricultural  report  for  the  same  year 
showed  the  following  aggregate  products:  wheat, 
35,109  bushels;  oats,  13,830  bushels;  corn,  10,780 
bushels;  rye,  200  bushels;  potatoes,  3,885  bush- 
els; beans,  15  bushels;  sugar  cane,  2,327  gallons; 
cultivated  hay,  397  tons;  wild  hay,  1,247  tons; 
wool,  4,598  pounds;  butter,  10,532  pounds;  and 
cheese,  00  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

W.  Worth  Brasie  was  born  at  Key  West, 
Florida,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1844.  Ilis  par- 
ents, soon  after  his  birth,  moved  to  Illinois,  sub- 
sequently to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1854,  to  Monti- 
cello,  W light  county,  Minnesota,  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  At  the  ago  of  seventeen, 
lie  entered  Lombard  University,  at  Galesburg, 
Illinois,  remaining  three  years,  and  afterwards 
graduated  at  Eastman’s  Commercial  College, 
Poughkeepsie,  New  York.  Then  engaged  in  mer- 


chandising and  book-keeping  in  different  places 
till  1877,  when  he  became  clerk  in  the  Auditor’s 
ollice  of  Wright  county.  The  department  im- 
proved in  its  system  of  book-keeping,  so  that  in 
1879,  the  Public  Examiner  pronounced  the  books 
“the  best  in  the  State.”  In  1879,  he  became 
Clerk  of  the  Court,  and  soon  made  some  impor- 
tant changes  in  the  books  pertaining  to  his  ollice. 
He  also  aided  in  revising  the  system  of  the  County 
Treasurer’s  books.  He  married  Miss  Susie  Weeks, 
of  Minneapolis,  on  the  2d  of  July,  18G7.  They 
have  one  child  living ; N.  Eugene. 

Archibald  Beattie  was  born  near  Montreal, 
Canada,  on  the  20th  of  January,  1847.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  he  left  home  and  engaged  in 
farming  at  Lenoxville,  near  the  United  States 
line,  for  three  years.  In  the  spring  of  1870,  came 
to  Minneapolis  and  was  engineer  in  the  paper 
mill  (ill  1874,  when  he  moved  to  Buffalo,  Wright 
county,  and  bought  an  interest  in  the  lumber  and 
stave  mill,  which  he  now  controls  alone.  He  and 
Mr.  Knights  built  a hotel  the  same  year,  but  in 
the  summer  of  1881,  he  bought  Knights’s  inter- 
est, and  now  rents  the  building. 

Orlando  H.  Busiinell,  a native  of  Illinois,  was 
born  on  the  27th  of  November,  1844.  He  came 
to  Rockford,  Minnesota,  in  the  spring  of  1859, 
where  he  was  employed  at  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. In  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three  years;  fourteen 
months  in  the  Indian  war,  and  the  remaining  part 
of  the  time  in  the  South.  He  was  mustered  out 
on  the  19th  of  August,  1865.  He  returned  to 
Rockford,  remaining  till  1872,  when  he  married 
Miss  Ella  Ackley,  a daughter  of  one  of  the  first 
settlers  in  Buffalo,  located  in  this  town,  and 
has  resided  here  ever  since.  He  has  filled  the 
ollice  of  Town  Treasurer,  Assessor,  and  County 
Commissioner.  They  have  one  child,  named  Mary. 

Fred  Brandes,  a native  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  10th  of  July,  1837.  He  came  to 
America  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and  after  a short  so- 
journ in  Utica,  New  York,  went  to  Cook  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  for  a 
few  years.  In  1858,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  on  a farm  in  Pine  county,  which  was  his 
home  for  four  years.  While  a resident  of  that 
county,  ho  was  twice  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  but 
resigned  during  his  second  term,  to  engage  in  bus- 
iness in  St.  Paul.  Going  to  that  city  in  18(12,  he 
became  a partner  in  one  of  the  leading  wholesale 
houses,  but  severed  his  connection  with  the  firm  in 
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I860,  and  removed  to  Delano,  Wright  comity. 
During  the  first  years  of  his  residence  there,  he 
was  engaged  in  railroading,  and  afterwards  at 
farming  until  1870,  when  he  was  elected  Register 
of  Deeds,  which  position  ho  now  occupies.  Tie 
was  married  on  the  2Gtli  of  March,  1850,  while  a 
resident  of  Pine  county,  to  Miss  Regina  Eppel; 
that  being  the  second  marriage  ceremony  in  that 
county.  Their  children  are,  Prod  J,,  George  O., 
Charles  G.,  Katie  A.,  Theodore,  Joseph,  and 
John  W. 

William  II.  CooiiitANU  was  born  in  Quebec, 
Canada,  on  the  18th  of  August,  1838.  In  1857, 
he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in  Marysville, 
Wright  county.  Two  years  later,  he  went  to  New 
Orleans,  ami  was  employed  in  a wholesale  house 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  when  he 
went  to  Pittsburg  Pennsylvania.  He  enlisted  on 
the  11th  of  April,  18G1,  in  the  Eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Reserves,  was  promoted  to  First  Lieutenant 
and  served  upwards  of  three  years.  When  this 
regiment  disbanded,  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Army 
Corps  of  Veterans,  organized  by  Gen.  Hancock, 
and  was  soon  after  promoted  to  Quartermaster 
Stergeant.  He  was  mustered  out  at  New  York,  in 
March,  18GG,  when  he  returned  to  this  county  and 
took  a homestead  in  Chatham  township,  where  he 
lived  until  1873,  and  removed  to  the  village  of 
Buffalo.  lie  has  long  held  the  oilice  of  Notary 
Public  and  Justicoof  the  Peace,  and  is  also  Deputy 
Register  of  Deeds.  Miss  Hattie  M.  Aldrich  be- 
came his  wife  in  December,  1878.  They  have  two 
children;  Grace  E.,  and  John  W. 

Willis  H.  Cady  dates  his  birth  in  Lake  county, 
Illinois,  on  the  23d  of  November,  184G.  The 
family  removed  to  Missouri  in  185G,  and  to  Min- 
nesota in  the  spring  of  18G2.  Willis  remained  at 
home  on  the  farm  until  1871,  when  he  went  to 
Minneapolis,  and  while  employed  on  a new  build- 
ing, fell  to  the  ground  and  received  injuries  which 
permanently  impaired  his  health.  lie  returned  to 
Rull'alo  in  the  spring  of  1873,  and  remained  an 
invalid  for  some  lime.  I lis  next  employment  was 
in  the  store  of  Gullet  & Davis  at  Clearwater,  after 
which  he  ivas  clerk  in  the  Auditor’s  oilice  at  Rut'-’ 
falo  for  three  years.  In  February,  1877,  he  com- 
menced clerking  in  the  store  of  C.  E.  Oakley,  and 
still  remains  in  that  position.  Mr.  Cady  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Dudley  on  the 
23d  of  November,  18G8.  She  is  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  came  to  this  county  with  her  parents  in 
1851). 


David  Cochran  was  bom  in  Taylor  county, 
West  Virginia,  on  the  3d  of  September,  184G.  He 
resided  in  his  native  State  until  18G4,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Illinois,  and  the  following  spring,  to 
Minnesota.  He  took  a claim  in  Middleville  town- 
ship, AVright  county,  but  sold  it  in  18G8,  and  went 
to  Minneapolis,  where  he  was  engaged  as  civil  en- 
gineer for  a time.  In  1870,  he  began  the  study 
of  law,  and  taught  school  several  terms  to  obtain 
money  for  the  prosecution  of  his  studies.  He  was 
on  the  Northern  Boundary  survey  in  1874,  going 
as  far  west  as  the  Rocky  Mountains.  Soon  after 
his  return,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  at 
Howard  Lake,  entered  the  law  office  of  Josephus 
Alley,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  a few  months 
later.  He  then  opened  a law  office  at  AVaverly, 
where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he 
was  elected  Judge  of  Probate  and  removed  to 
Buffalo,  where  he  now  lives. 

Rosolvo  O.  Cady,  M.  D,,  President  of  the 
AVright  and  Carver  Counties  Medical  Society,  and 
a practicing  physician  since  1844,  needs  little  by 
way  of  introduction  to  the  citizens  of  AVright  and 
adjoining  counties.  His  father  was  among  the 
leading  attorneys  of  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  on  the  8th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1819.  The  family  came  to  America  about 
1827,  locating  in  Nassau,  Rensselaer  county,  New 
York,  where  the  father  died  in  1849,  and  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Rachel  Campbell, 
in  185G.  In  March,  1844,  Dr.  R.  O.  Cady,  was 
graduated  at  the  Medical  College  at  Geneva,  New 
York,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the  professional 
career  which  has  since  engrossed  his  time  and 
energies.  After  twelve  years  practice  in  Illinois, 
and  six  in  Missouri,  the  growing  fame  of  the 
North  Star  State  drew  him  hither,  and  in  June, 
18G2,  Dr.  Cady  became  a resident  of  Buffalo, 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  Physicians  were 
not  numerous  at  that  date,  and  his  rides  were 
often  extended  into  adjoining  counties.  In  these 
journoyings  his  constant  companion  was  his  rille, 
in  the  use  of  which  he  was  no  novice,  and  venison 
and  other  wild  game  often  graced  the  family 
board.  These  extended  professional  rides  are  no 
longer  a necessity,  but  the  doctor  has  not  lost  his 
love  of  sport,  and  each  recurring  autumn  finds 
him  in  northern  forests,  from  which  he  never  returns 
successless.  His  professional  labors  are  now  shared 
by  a recently  accepted  partner,  Dr.  S.  E.  Dean. 
In  June,  1881,  lie  was  appointed  Medical  Exami- 
ner for  the  Pension  district  in  which  he  resides. 
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He  was  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Ma- 
sonic lodge  at  Buffalo,  and  is  a Scarlet-degree  Odd 
Fellow.  Hr.  Cady  has  been  twice  married,  first 
in  1840,  to  Miss  Eliza  J.  Smith,  of  Chemung 
county,  New  York,  who  died  in  1859,  having  borne 
five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  In  I860, 
he  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  Havis,  of  Knox  county, 
Missouri,  by  which  union  three  children  have  been 
born.  The  family  residence  is  on  a well  devel- 
oped farm  near  the  village  of  Buffalo,  and  the 
Doctor’s  ollice  in  his  drug  store  near  the  court- 
house. 

Geo  rue  Davies  is  a native  of  Wales,  born  on 
the  29th  of  November,  1829.  After  arriving  at 
maturity,  he  was  employed  as  an  apprentice  in  a 
galvanizing  establishment  in  Birmingham,  Eng- 
land. He  came  to  America  in  1855,  and  after  a 
stay  of  one  year  in  New  York  City,  went  to  Lick- 
ing county,  Ohio,  and  a few  months  later,  came  to 
St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  In  June,  1857,  lie  came  to 
Wright  county  and  selected  a claim  on  section 
eighteen,  to  which  he  removed  the  same  fall.  In 
18(11,  he  removed  to  section  seventeen,  on  the  west 
bank  of  Lake  Pulaski,  where  he  has  a pleasant 
home,  overlooking  the  waters  of  this  beautiful 
lake,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  the  finest  in 
the  county.  The  view  from  his  residence  is  charm- 
ing, rivaling  many  of  the  popular  resorts  of  the 
State.  Mr.  Davies  enlisted  on  the  1st  of  October, 
18(11,  in  Company  A,  of  the  Third  Minnesota  Vol- 
unteer Infantry.  He  was  captured  with  the  regi- 
ment at  Muafreesboro’,  and  on  being  paroled,  re- 
turned to  this  State  and  took  part  in  the  Indian 
war.  Was  afterwards  with  the  army  in  Arkansas, 
and  also  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  returned 
from  the  service  in  1865,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  has  held  the  office  of  Chair- 
man of  the  board  of  Supervisors,  and  has  also 
been  Assessor  and  Deputy  Sheriff,  holding  the 
latter  office  ten  years.  He  was  married  in  Eng- 
land in  February,  1855,  to  Miss  Maria  Wilkins, 
of  Gloucestershire.  They  have  had  no  children, 
but  raised  two  sons  of  a deceased  sister  of  Mrs. 
1 lavies. 

Axons  MoEachern,  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
of  this  town,  was  born  on  the  25tli  of  December, 
1828,  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  grandfather,  for  whom 
he  was  named,  was  among  the  earliest  colonists 
sent  by  the  English  Government  to  America,  after 
the  French  war.  lie  spent  five  years  as  a sailor, 
visiting  the  coasts  of  Scotland  and  other  eastern 
points,  and  also  tin;  coast  of  Greenland  and  vicin- 


ity. He  spent  some  time  on  the  river  Clyde  of 
Scotland,  visiting  Corra  Linn  Cascades,  which  are 
among  the  most  picturesque  scenery  of  Scotland. 
Mr.  McEacliern  came,  to  Minnesota  in  1856,  land- 
ing at  Stillwater  on  the  18th  of  January,  and  was 
engaged  at  lumbering  till  1858,  when  he  came  to 
Maple  Lake,  Wright  county.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Eleventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1864, 
serving  one  year.  After  returning  from  the  army, 
bought  his  present  farm  in  section  five.  Has  lum- 
bered several  winters,  but  devotes  most  of  his 
time  to  farming.  He  married  Miss  Eliza  Hop- 
kins, of  Canadian  parentage,  at  St.  Anthony,  on 
the  15th  of  July,  1858.  Their  children  are,  Mary, 
Randall  C.,  Angus,  John,  Hugh,  Archie  I.,  Alex- 
ander M.,  and  George  H. 

Frank  W.  Gorman  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the 
2d  of  January,  1847.  His  parents  came  to  Min- 
nesota in  1869,  and  settled  in  Maple  Lake  town- 
ship, Wright  county.  Frank  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school  until  1876,  when  he  was  elected 
Register  of  Deeds,  and  re-elected  in  1878,  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  the  office  in  a creditable 
manner.  Since  the  expiration  of  his  last  term  of 
office,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness, besides  conducting  a collecting,  loan,  and  in- 
surance agency,  and  abstract  office.  Mr.  Gorman 
was  married  on  the  11th  of  June,  1879,  to  Miss 
Jennie  Stuart,  of  Monticello.  They  have  one 
child,  named  Willie  F. 

Charles  L.  Harvey,  deceased,  a native  of  Scot- 
land, was  born  on  the  2d  of  January,  1829.  When 
he  was  a young  man,  the  family,  consisting  of  his 
parents  and  three  brothers,  emigrated  to  Canada, 
where  the  father  and  sons  all  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile business  in  Hamilton.  In  June,  1854,  Charles 
L.  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  the  east 
side  of  Pulaski  Lake,  where  lie  remained  till  1863, 
when  he  returned  to  Canada.  After  three  years, 
ill  health  caused  him  to  return  to  Minnesota,  and 
he  located  on  a farm  near  Paradise  Lake,  in  the 
town  of  Monticello.  In  1879,  he  sold  part  of  the 
farm  and  bought  the  Sturges  House  in  Buffalo, 
changing  the  name  to  the  American  House.  His 
health  continued  to  decline  for  some  years,  and 
after  making  a trip  to  Canada,  hoping  to  receive 
benefit,  but  being  disappointed,  and  fully  per- 
suaded that  the  disease  was  affecting  his  mental 
faculties,  voluntarily  went  to  the  hospital  at  St. 
Peter  for  treatment,  where  liis  death  occurred  on 
the  14th  of  April,  1880.  1 1 is  remains  were  brought 
to  his  home  in  Buffalo,  where,  alter  appropriate 
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obsequies,  the  body  was  buried  in  the  village  cem- 
etery. Mr.  Harvey  won  and  maintained  the  confi- 
dence and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens  during  his 
life.  Mrs.  Harvey  has  displayed  commendable 
energy  in  her  successful  management  of  the  busi- 
ness since  the  death  of  her  husband.  Mr.  Harvey 
married  Miss  Anna  McPherson,  of  Canada,  in  No- 
vember, 1866.  They  have  had  seven  children,  of 
whom  five  are  living;  Nettie,  Carrie,  Emma  J., 
Anne  L .,  and  Frederick.  Those  deceased  were 
named  William  and  William  A.;  the  former  died 
at  the  age  of  eleven  months,  and  the  latter  when 
five  and  a half  years  old. 

Ghoroh  W.  MoTntum?  was  born  in  Licking 
county,  Ohio,  on  the  5th  of  April,  1820.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  commenced  to  learn  the 
carpenter  trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  until 
18-16.  He  then  came  westward,  and  after  remain- 
ing some  time  in  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  came 
to  Minnesota  in  1865,  and  soon  after,  settled  on 
section  twenty-eight,  Buffalo  township,  where  he 
still  resides.  Mr.  Mclnturf  is  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  town,  and  has  held  a number 
of  local  ollices.  He  is  one  of  the  charter  members 
of  Nelson  Lodge,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  of  Buffalo,  and 
was  elected  Worshipful  Master  in  1880.  He  was 
married  in  April,  1812,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  De  Moss, 
of  Bennington,  Ohio.  Their  living  children  are; 
Lafayette,  Amarilla,  and  Cynthia  J.  They  have 
lost  several  by  death;  Andrew,  aged  twenty  years, 
in  1867,  and  the  others  in  infancy. 

Clarence  E.  Oakley  was  born  in  Kings  county, 
New  York,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1846.  When  he 
was  seven  years  old,  the  family  moved  to  New 
York  City,  where  Clarence  attended  school,  and 
subsequently,  was  employed  as  book-keeper  in  a 
mercantile  house.  In  the  fall  of  1878,  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  in  company  with  16.  J.  Culls, 
opened  a general  store  at  Buffalo,  lie  purchased 
his  partner’s  interest  in  1877,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted the  business  alone.  He  also  deals  in  real 
estate,  and  is  serving  his  third  term  as  Town  Treas- 
urer. Mr.  Oakley  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  L.  Dudley,  of  New  York  City,  on  the 
6th  of  April,  1869.  Their  children  are,  Egbert  S.,  • 
Frances  B.,  and  Walter  D. 

Allen  G.  Sexton,  a native  of  Chemung  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  20th  of  July,  1835. 
He  was  employed  on  a farm  till  1853,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  spent  the  summer  at  St. 
Anthony,  then  returned  to  New  York.  The  year 
following,  he  made  a second  trip  to  Minnesota, 


visiting  different  portions  of  the  State.  He  took  a 
claim  about  1856,  in  section  nineteen,  ltock ford, 
Wright  county,  where  be  spent  his  summers,  and 
his  winters,  hunting  and  trapping.  He  enlisted 
in  June,  1861,  in  the  second  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry;  serving  about  eighteen  months,  when 
he  was  discharged  for  disability.  He  returned  to 
Rockford,  and  soon  after  joined  a company  of 
scouts,  remaining  on  duty  till  the  close  of  the  In- 
dian war.  He  was  on  the  Northern  Pacific  survey 
to  Yellow  Stone,  and  on  the  Northern  Boundary 
survey  through  Montana,  remaining  two  years, 
then  returned  to  Buffalo,  and  began  the  study  of 
law.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  the  spring  of 
1880,  was  in  the  office  of  J.  H.  Wendell  one  year, 
and  then  opened  an  office  in  this  village,  where  he 
is  now  in  practice. 

Oliver  J.  Steward  was  born  in  Saybrook, 
Ohio,  on  the  7tli  of  July,  1848.  When  he  was 
seventeen  years  old,  the  family  removed  to  Val- 
paraiso, Indiana,  where  Oliver  remained  four 
years.  He  then  attended  school  for  two  years, 
after  which  he  was  emyloyed  for  some  time  as  a 
marble  worker.  We  next  find  him  a student  at 
the  Grand  River  Institute,  Ohio,  where  lie  was 
graduated  in  1872,  at  the  end  of  a three  years 
course.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  entered 
the  senior  class  at  Hillsdale  College,  Michigan, 
but  only  remained  one  term,  going  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  he  was  Principal  of  a graded  school  for 
four  mouths.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana,  and 
thence  to  Ohio,  where  he  soon  after  married  Miss 
Emma  E.  Lathrop,  of  Austinburg.  The  next  two 
years  were  spent  as  Principal  of  a graded  school 
at  Lowell,  Indiana,  after  which  he  occupied  the 
responsible  position  of  Principal  of  the  Western 
Reserve  Seminary  at  Farmington,  Ohio,  for  one 
year.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1876,  and  after 
spending  one  summer  at  Rockford,  Wright  county, 
went  to  Delano  as  Principal  of  the  school  at  that 
place.  In  1877,  he  was  elected  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  and  re-elected  in  187!),  with 
upwards  of  one  thousand  majority.  He  now  re- 
sides at  Buffalo,  whither  he  removed  in  the  spring 
of  1879.  His  children,  are  Anna  L.,  Carrie  E., 
and  Oliver  J. 

John  C.  Nuoent,  a native  of  Medford,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  born  on  the  18th  of  March,  1846. 
When  John  C.  was  nine  years  of  age,  the  family  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  and  two  years  later,  to  Min- 
nesota, stopping  at  St.  Paul  for  two  years.  In 
1859,  the  family  removed  to  Wright  county,  where 
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his  father  died  January  24th,  1878.  His  mother, 
brother  James,  and  a sister  still  reside  on  the  farm. 
John  C.  bought  a farm  in  Mentions  twenty-four  and 
twenty-five,  Chatham  township,  and  has  lived 
there  since  May,  18711.  He  was  elected  Sheri  11'  of 
Wright  county  in  1870,  and  has  held  the  ollice 
ever  since,  being  elected  in  the  fall  of  1800,  by 
nearly  one  thousand  majority.  He  married  Miss 
Emma  J.  Washburn,  a native  of  Oswego,  New  York> 
in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  on  the  9th  of  September, 

1872.  Their  children  are,  Nettie  M.,  John  C.,  and 
Mabel  C. 

Nathan  Wakner  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  4tli  of  March,  1830.  When  he  was 
but  five  years  old,  the  family  removed  to  Steuben 
county,  Indiana,  and  some  time  after,  to  La 
Grange,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  remained 
until  1850.  He  then  spent  ten  years  in  different 
portions  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa,  chiefly 
engaged  in  milling.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  1800, 
and  settled  in  Rockford,  Wright  county,  where  lie 
resided  until  his  removal  to  Buffalo,  in  the  fall  of 
1870.  Mr.  Warner  is  one  of  Wright  county’s 
most  enterprising  and  public  spirited  citizens,  and 
lias  always  taken  a deep  interest  in  its  welfare. 
He  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture in  1875-  70,  and  again  in  1878,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors  in  liis  town 
for  a number  of  years.  He  was  elected  County 
Treasurer  in  the  fall  of  1879,  and  has  since  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  office  in  an  efficient  and 
praiseworthy  manner.  Mr.  Warner  lias  been  twice 
married;  first  to  Emily  J.  Randall,  of  La  Grange, 
Indiana,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1853.  She  died 
on  the  8th  of  October,  1800,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren; Frank  E.,  Eva  May,  and  Eugene  G.  His 
present  wife  was  Miss  Nancy  I.  Ingraham,  of  New 
York  State,  to  whom  ho  was  married,  at  Mongo, 
Indiana,  in  November,  1803.  Six  children  are  the 
result  of  this  union;  Charles,  Edith  E.,  Minnie, 
Rose  A.,  Eunice,  and  Rhua. 

Sylvester  R.  Wells  is  a native  of  Rock  Island, 
Illinois,  and  was  born  on  the  24th  of  September, 
1840.  He  remained  in  his  native  State  until 
August,  1802,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighty- 
ninth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated 
in  twenty-one  engagements.  Ho  was  wounded  in 
the  left  hip  in  front  of  Atlanta,  and  was  saved 
from  death  by  the  buckle  of  his  belt  receiving  the 
force  of  a musket  ball,  and  also  received  other 
wounds.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Nashville,  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1805.  In  1809,  he  came  to 


Minnesota  and  settled  at  Buffalo,  where  he  soon 
after  opened  a cabinet  shop,  and  still  continues  the 
business.  He  was  appointed  Town  Clerk  of  Buf- 
falo in  1872,  elected  the  following  year,  and  still 
holds  the  ollice.  Mr.  Wells  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Addie  R.  Grenell,  at  Mobile,  Illinois,  on 
the  9th  of  August,  1802. 

Joseph  H.  Wendell  was  born  in  Oakland 
county,  Michigan,  on  the  25th  of  January,  1841. 
He  remained  with  his  parents  until  fourteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  apprenticed  to  the  trade  of 
carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which  he  was  employed 
during  summer  and  taught  school  in  winter  until 
twenty  years  of  age.  He  then  began  the  study  of 
law,  but  after  one  year,  went  to  West  Virginia  and 
was  engaged  in  the  oil  business  until  February, 
1870.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  and 
soon  after,  resumed  the  study  of  law,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  1872.  Then  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law  in  partnership  with  W.  B.  Jackson, 
now  a leading  attorney  in  Detroit,  Michigan,  but 
after  a year,  entered  the  law  department  of  Ann 
Arbor  University,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 

1873.  The  following  summer  was  spent  in  travel- 
ing through  the  States  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and 
between  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  Minnesota.  In 

1874,  he  settled  at  Buffalo,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  elected  County  Commissioner  in  the 
fall  of  1874,  and  County  Attorney  the  following 
year,  being  re-elected  to  the  latter  ollice  at  each 
succeeding  election  to  the  present  time.  Mr. 
Wendell  has  been  twice  married;  first  to  Elizabeth 
Washburn  in  April,  1874,  who  died  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1879.  His  present  wife  was  Miss  Annie 
Covart,  of  Monticello,  to  whom  he  was  married  on 
the  4th  of  November,  1880. 

Benjamin  Ward,  a native  of  Caledonia  county, 
Vermont,  was  born  on  the  19th  of  March,  1807. 
He  removed  to  Dane  County,  Wisconsin,  in  1850, 
and  to  Minnesota  in  the  spring  of  1857,  locating 
on  section  eighteen,  Buffalo  township.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  town,  and  has  been 
Town  Treasurer  for  eight  years.  He  married  Miss 
Keziah  Jackson,  a native  of  Vermont,  who  died  in 
this  county  on  the  27th  of  August,  1880.  They 
had  three  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  living,  lie 
is  named  Thaddeusaud  was  born  at  Danville,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  20th  of  January,  1835.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  Minnesota,  in  1857,  and  has 
always  lived  with  or  near  them.  He  married  Miss 
Emeline  Chickeriug,  in  Vermont,  on  the  14th  of 
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November,  1862.  They  had  two  children,  Frank- 
lin and  Etta.  Ilia  wife'  died  in  April,  1871.  lie 
chos»'  for  a second  wile  Miss  Jenny  Flynn,  of  tliis 
town,  who  has  borne  him  four  children;  George, 
Orrilla,  Freddie,  and  Eva  W. 


CHATHAM. 


CHAPTER  CXX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  -EARLY  SETTLEMENT— ORGAN- 
IZATION— MANUFACTURES RELIGIOUS SCHOOLS 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Chatham  is  situated  near  the  center  of  the  county 
and  embraces  an  area  of  about  11,520  acres,  1,155 
being  under  cultivation.  Like  the  other  timber 
towns  of  the  county,  the  surface  is  somewhat  bro- 
ken, lakes,  marshes,  and  timber  being  the  rule. 

The  greater  portion  of  Buffalo  Lake  lies  in  this 
town,  besides  quite  a number  of  small  bodies  of 
water.  Mill  creek  is  the  only  stream  worthy  of 
notice;  it  affords  a good  water-power. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  Moses  L.  Calk- 
ins, who  took  a claim  on  section  twenty-five  in 
1855.  Samuel  Chamberlin  settled  on  section 
twenty-eight  in  1856,  and  Joseph  Armstrong  on 
section  thirty-five,  in  the  spring  of  1857. 

Of  these  three  pioneers,  only  Mr.  Armstrong 
remains.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located  on  the 
west  bank  of  Buffalo  Lake.  During  the  latter 
year  (1857)  quite  a number  of  settlers  arrived, 
prominent  among  whom  were,  Benjamin  Ambler,  or 
Uncle  Ben,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  Thomas  Ward, 
William  Sullivan,  Gottlieb  Hang,  and  Herman 
Erath.  The  population,  according  to  the  census 
of  1880,  numbered  271  persons. 

A petition,  signed  by  thirty-nine  citizens  of 
Buffalo  and  Maple  Lake  townships,  was  presented 
to  the  County  Commissioners  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1866,  asking  for  the  organization  of  township 
120  north,  range  26  west,  to  be  known  as  Chat- 
ham township.  The  petition  was  granted,  and  an 
election  ordered  to  be  held  at  the  house  of  Benja-’ 
min  Ambler,  on  the  22d  of  January,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  township  ollicors.  The  meeting  was  held 
according  to  notice,  and  a full  set  of  ollieers  elect- 
ed. But  the  town  of  Chatham  was  not  so  easily 
organized.  The  town  of  Maple  Lake,  organized 
under  an  act.  of  the  Legislature,  on  the  lltli  of 
May,  1858,  churned  tho  north  half  of  the  new 


township,  and  W.  G.  MeCrory,  a citizen  of  Maple 
Lake,  commenced  an  action  in  the  District  Court, 
to  set  aside  the  action  of  the  board  of  County 
Commissioners  in  organizing  the  town  of  Chat- 
ham. It  was  a valid  claim  and  the  District  Court 
decided  in  favor  of  Maple  Lake  and  against  the 
action  of  the  County  Commissioners.  The  deci- 
sion left  Chatham  with  only  the  south  half  of  the 
congressional  township  in  question,  and  without 
an  organization.  An  application  was  made  to  the 
Legislature,  and  that  body  passed  an  act  allowing 
the  citizens  of  the  new  town  to  organize.  By  this 
act,  the  legal  voters  of  the  south  half  of  the  town- 
ship were  authorized  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Ben- 
jamin Ambler  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  1868. 
The  election  was  held  and  the  following  officers 
chosen:  Supervisors,  W.  W.  Washburn,  Chairman, 
Gottlieb  Haug  and  James  G.  Nugent;  Clerk,  Her- 
man Erath;  Treasurer,  James  E.  Cochran;  Asses- 
sor, John  C.  Nugent;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  W.  W. 
Washburn;  and  Constable,  Albert  Erath. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Maggie 
Haug,  on  the  22d  of  January,  1858,  and  the  next 
was  Elizabeth  E.  Armstrong,  on  the  lltli  of  June 
of  the  same  year. 

The  first  school  was  commenced  on  the  1st  of 
July,  1860,  wtth  Alexander  Ambler  as  teacher. 
The  first  school  house  was  built  the  same  year. 
There  are  now  three  school  districts,  with  an  equal 
number  of  good  school  houses,  in  which  the  usual 
terms  are  taught. 

The  only  church  in  the  town  is  St.  Charles 
Church,  (Catholic)  organized  in  July,  1857.  A 
temporary  building  has  been  erected,  in  which 
services  are  held  pending  the  completion  of  their 
new  church,  now  in  process  of  construction.  Father 
Robert  has  charge  of  the  congregation. 

in  1867,  Charles  11.  Irvine,  of  Montieello,  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a dam  and  flouring  mill  on 
section  twenty-five,  but  it  was  not  a success,  and  a 
sawmill  was  finally  placed  on  the  site,  it,  how- 
ever, did  not  accomplish  much,  and  the  whole 
enterprise  seems  to  have  fallen  through. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
Chatham  produced  the  following:  wheat,  10,127 
bushels;  oats,  7,1125  bushels;  corn,  1,025  bushels; 
barley,  1500  bushels;  rye,  40  bushels;  potatoes, 
2,235  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  142  tons;  wild  hay, 
207  tons;  wool,  1,310  pounds;  and  butter,  3,405 
pounds. 

IIIOGRA  1*11 1GAL. 

Joseph  Armstrong  is  a native  of  Westmeath 
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county,  Ireland.  He  followed  farming  till  coming 
to  America  in  September,  1848.  Came  over  on 
the  Bilip  “European,”  lived  for  a time  in  New  Or- 
leans, then  in  Iowa  and  Illinois,  and  in  1854,  came 
to  Minnesota.  For  three  years,  lie  was  sexton  of 
the  Episcopal  Church  in  St.  Paul.  Located  his 
present  farm  on  the  16th  of  April,  1857 ; it  is  sit- 
uated on  section  thirty-five,  west  side  of  Buffalo 
lake,  and  contains  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Mr.  Armstrong  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Fanny  Maynes,  of  Tyrone  county,  Ireland,  in 
1840.  Of  eight  children  born  to  them,  three  are 
living,  two  girls  and  one  boy;  Elizabeth  Ellen  is 
married  to  Otis  Washburn,  and  Charles  John  and 
Mary  Ann  are  residing  with  their  parents. 

Benjamin  Ambler  was  born  in  Westchester 
county,  New  York,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1807. 
Wlien  ten  years  of  ago  ho  was  sent  to  Connecticut; 
lived  there  for  four  years  and  returned  to  his 
native  State,  where  he  learned  the  tiade  of  mason 
and  builder.  Came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  in 
1856,  and  to  his  present  farm,  on  section  thirty- 
four,  the  following  year.  Since  his  residence  here, 
Mr.  Ambler  has  been  Supervisor,  and  for  several 
years  held  the  olliee  of  Treasurer.  His  nephew, 
James  Ambler,  resides  with  him  and  owns  part  of 
the  farm.  The  latter  was  married  to  Miss  Char- 
lotte Cochrane,  a native  of  Canada,  in  1865.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  daughters. 

Herman  Euath  is  a native  of  Wurtemburg, 
Germany,  and  dates  his  birth  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1829.  His  father  was  a physician  in  the 
French  army,  during  which  time,  four  years,  the 
family  resided  in  Africa.  Came  to  America  in 
1847,  and  located  in  New  York,  where  our  subject 
was  employed  at  his  trade,  that  of  a stone-cutter, 
for  about  seven  years.  In  1854,  he  came  west, 
resided  about  two  years  in  Wisconsin,  and  came  to 
Minnesota  in  September,  1857,  and  to  his  present 
I'arip  the  following  November.  On  the  15th  of 
August,  1862,  Mr.  Eratli  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Was  in  Sully’s  expedition,  and  in  1864,  went  South 
to  Murfreesboro’,  Tennessee;  was  in  an  engage- 
ment at  Kingston,  North  Carolina,  and  at  Snow 
Hill.  Tn  August,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  and 
returned  to  his  farm  in  Chatham  township.  Miss 
Louisa  Dubois  became  his  wife  in  1850.  She  was 
born  on  the  12th  of  July,  1837,  in  the  state  of 
New  York. 

John  I).  Muiuuiv  was  born  at  St.  Johns,  New- 
foundland, on  the  1st  of  April,  1837.  When  a 


young  man,  lie  traveled  over  a large  portion  of  the 
United  States,  and  on  the  4th  of  May,  1861,  en- 
listed in  a company  known  as  the  Southern  Cadets. 
It  was  organized  in  New  Orleans  and  soon  after  dis- 
banded, our  subject  joining  Company  E,  of  the  Fifth 
Louisiana  Volunteer  Infantry  and  participating  in 
several  important  battles.  On  the  4th  of  May, 
1863,  at  the  battle  of  Cliancellorsville,  he  lost  his 
right  arm  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Rich- 
mond, Virginia.  After  recovering  from  his  wound, 
he  again  enlisted  in  the  service  and  remained  till 
the  close  of  the  war.  He  resides  with  his  par- 
ents, who  came  to  Chatham  township  in  1858. 
Was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Pylky,  a native  of 
Canada,  in  1878.  They  have  two  children;  Lilly 
M.,  and  John  1). 

Rev.  C.  Robert,  a French  Catholic  Priest,  was 
born  near  the  city  of  Lyons,  France,  on  the  18th 
of  September,  1828.  He  received  a classic  educa- 
tion and  afterwards  entered  the  Theological  Sem- 
inary at  Le  Puy.  Came  to  America,  and  in  May, 
1854,  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  or- 
dained a priest  by  Bishop  Cretin,  and  sent  to  a 
church  named  Little  Canada,  above  St.  Paul; 
then  to  Mendota,,  remaining  till  1861  or  1862.  In 
1866,  he  returned  to  his  native  place  on  a visit, 
remained  three  years  and  came  again  to  America. 
On  his  return,  he  had  charge-  of  St.  Patrick’s 
church  at  Shieldsville,  Rice  county,  for  ten  years. 
In  May,  1880,  came  to  his  present  parish,  which 
numbers  about  fifty  members. 

Thomas  Ward  was  born  in  Ireland  in  the  year 
1827.  Tn  1852,  he  came  to  America,  remained  in 
New  York  City  a short  time,  then,  in  New  Jersey 
a few  months,  and  thence  to  Ohio,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  four  yerrs.  In  1856,  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  spent,  a year  m different  parts  of  the 
State  and  came  to  his  present  farm,  on  section 
twenty-one,  in  1857.  Was  married  in  March, 
1880,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Elsenpeter,  of  Germany. 
They  have  one  daughter. 

William  W.  Washburn  was  born  in  Plainville, 
New  York,  on  the  7th  of  February,  1841.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  came  west 
in  1860.  Located  in  the  town  of  Buffalo,  Wright 
county,  Minnesota,  until  the  4th  of  November, 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Brackett’s 
Battalion,  and  participated  in  the  battles  at  Fort 
Henry,  Fort  Donaldson,  and  Corinth.  Was 
changed  to  the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  wounded 
at  the  second  battle  at  Fort  Donaldson  and  dis- 
charged. lie  re-enlisted,  came  north  and  was  in 
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Sally's  expedition,  participating  in  ono  engage- 
ment wit  h the  Indians  at  the  Black  Hills.  On  the 
20th  of  May,  1800,  after  a sarvice  of  four  and  a 
half  years,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling 
and  came  to  his  present  farm,  which  he  had  taken 
in  1803,  while  in  the  service.  Since  his  residence 
here,  Mr.  Washburn  has  been  Chairman  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors,  and  is  at  present  J ustice  of 
the  Peace.  In  1859,  Miss  E.  Mattison,  of  New 
York,  hecame  his  wife.  They  have  seven  children, 
three  sons  and  four  daughters;  one  daughter,  Sa- 
rah A.,  is  married  to  a Mr.  Jewett,  and  lives  in  this 
county.  The  others  reside  at  home. 


COKATO. 

CHAPTER  CXXI. 

DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION 

MILLING  — RAILROADS FIRST  SETTLEMENT 

FIRST  THINGS COKATO  VILLAGE. 

Cokato  is  one  of  the  extreme  western  towns  of 
Wright  county,  Meeker  county  forming  its  west- 
ern boundary,  with  the  town  of  French  Lake  on 
the  north,  Middleville  east,  and  Stockholm  south. 

The  surface  is  gently  undulating,  except  near 
Cokato  lake,  and  along  the  Crow  river,  where  it  is 
somewhat  hilly.  Throughout  the  town  are  many 
tine  tracts  of  wild  meadow,  from  which  an  excel- 
lent quality  of  hay  is  obtained. 

The  soil  is  a rich  dark  loam,  with  clay  subsoil, 
though  a narrow  belt  along  Sucker  creek,  in  the 
southeastern  part,  is  somewhat  sandy,  with  sub- 
soil of  coarse  sand  and  gravel. 

Its  principal  lakes  are,  Cokato  lake  in  the  cast 
central  part,  Swan  lake  in  the  northwest,  and 
Beaver  Dam  lake  in  the  southwest;  the  last  two 
extending  into  Meeker  county.  Smith  lake  en- 
croaches upon  section  thirty-six,  covering  about 
eighty  acres,  and  Brooks,  or  Millner  lake  covers  a 
larger  surface  in  section  twenty-eight.  A few 
smaller  bodies  are  also  found  at  intervals  through- 
out the  town.  Sucker  creek  enters  from  the  south’ 
(lows  through  Cokato  lake,  and  empties  into  Crow 
river,  which  also  waters  the  northern  part  of  the 
town. 

The  first  permanent  settlers  were,  Josiali  P. 
Mooers,  and  his  sons,  Augustus  P.,  and  Henry,  in 
the  early  spring  of  1850.  They  came  to  Minne- 
sota, from  Maine,  in  1852,  reaching  St.  Paul  on 


the  14th  of  May,  and  immediately  located  on 
Fridley’s  Prairie.  After  four  years  of  ill-rewarded 
toil,  they  determined  upon  seeking  better  farming 
lands,  and  came  to  this  locality,  where  all  took 
claims  near  the  present  village.  Josiali  P.  Mooers 
is  a native  of  Deerfield,  New  Hampshire,  where 
his  birth  occurred  December  27th,  1804.  His  life 
was  spent  in  agricultural  pursuits,  remaining  in 
his  native  State  until  the  age  of  thirty-two,  when 
he  removed  to  Maine,  where  he  lived  until  coming 
to  Minnesota.  He  figures  in  the  history  of  this 
town,  not  only  as  its  first,  and  oldest  living  settler, 
but  as  its  first  Postmaster,  and  prime  mover  in 
many  of'  its  early  events.  Mooers  Prairie  was 
named  in  honor  of  him,  as  was  also  the  first  Post- 
office,  and  a town  organization,  both  hereafter 
mentioned. 

The  Mooers  family  were  not  long  without  neigh- 
bors. They  were  joined  the  same  season  by  Wil- 
liam Lee,  L.  Putnam,  Timothy  Lowell,  David 
Griffith,  and  Hugh  McNulty,  and  thereafter  the 
settlement  enjoyed  a steady,  though  not  rapid 
growth,  with  some  few  interruptions,  the  causes 
for  which  are  apparent  in  the  County  history. 

The  territory  now  embraced  in  Cokato,  Middle- 
ville, Victor,  and  Stockholm,  was  set  apart  by  the 
County  Commissioners  in  1858,  as  the  town  of 
Middleville,  and  an  election  held  on  the  11th  of 
May.  The  same  territory  constituted  a voting 
precinct  as  early-  as  1856,  and  an  election  was  held 
at  the  house  of  A.  E.  Cochran  that  year.  In 
1861,  the  present  towns  of  Cokato  and  Stockholm 
were  set  off,  and  formed  the  town  of  Mooers  Prai- 
rie. Only  five  voters  were  present  at  the  first 
meeting,  which  was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel 
Pafet,  near  Cokato  lake.  We  have  no  information 
respecting  the  results  of  this  meeting,  further  than 
that  William  Putnam  was  elected  Chairman  and 
member  of  the  board  of  County  Commissioners, 
and  William  Lee,  Assessor.  In  1868,  the  present 
organization  was  effected,  and  at  an  election  held 
at  the  residence  of  Samuel  Allen,  on  the  4th  of 
August,  the  following  officers  were  elected:  Super- 
visors, Ahira  Cady,  Chairman,  Martin  Edgerly 
and  Hans  Erickson;  Clerk,  A.  A.  Jenks;  Assessor, 
L.  W.  Perkins;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Henry 
Mooers  and  L.  W.  Perkins.  No  Treasurer  was 
elected  until  the  annual  meeting  the  following 
spring. 

As  early  as  1866,  a dam  was  built,  and  the  next 
year  a small  saw  mill  erected  at  the  outlet  of  Co- 
kato lake,  by  F.  X.  Lafond.  A feed  mill  was  soon 
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after  attached,  and  proved  a convenience  to  the 
early  settlers. 

. On  this  ground  a town  site  was  located,  and  a 
few  buildings  are  said  to  have  been  erected  as 
early  as  IH55  or  T>(>,  but  like  most  other  ventures 
of  tlu)  kind  at  that  date,  quietly  faded  away.  In 
18(38,  Mr.  M.  V.  Cochran  bought  an  interest  with 
Lafond,  and  a year  later  purchased  his  partner’s 
interest  and  became  sole  proprietor,  soon  after 
which  he  built  a substantial  flouring  mill,  remov- 
ing the  old  mill  about  two  years  later.  The  first 
stones  used  in  this  mill  are  of  historic  note,  and 
claim  a brief  mention  here.  They  were  small 
French  burrs,  purchased  in  St.  Louis,  by  Richard 
Rogers,  of  St.  Anthony,  in  the  summer  of  1852, 
and  used  by  him  in  grinding  the  first  flour  manu- 
factured at  the  Falls,  in  December  of  that  year. 
They  were  afterwards  taken  to  Clearwater,  doing 
service  in  pioneer  milling  at  that  point,  until  the 
burning  of  the  mill,  after  which  they  were  re- 
moved to  this  place,  and  two  years  ago  were  taken 
to  Watertown,  Carver  county,  where  they  are  used 
in  grinding  feed.  Mr.  Cochran  has  materially 
increased  his  milling  facilities  since  his  first  eH'orts, 
and  enjoys  a liberal  patronage. 

In  18(39,  the  railroad  reached  Cokato,  and  the 
population  increased  rapidly,  a large  Swede  and 
Finn  emigration  following,  and  taking  lands  in 
this,  and  adjoining  towns.  Of  the  latter  class,  the 
pioneers  were,  Martin  Henre,  Ole  Westberg,  Isaac 
Parper,  and  others.  These  settled  in  the  central 
and  north  part  of  the  town,  and  were  soon  followed 
by  large  numbers,  this  nationality  now  constituting 
the  major  portion  of  the  population,  and,  with 
the  Swede  element,  all,  except  a few  American 
families.  They  have  a church  on  section  nine, 
built  in  1877,  where  service  is  held  weekly  and  a 
parish  school  is  soon  to  be  established.  A ceme- 
tery adjoins  the  church  on  the  east. 

They  have  no  local  Pastor,  but  hold  meetings 
under  the  supervision  of  leading  members  and  of- 
ficers, being  visited  occasionally  by  an  ordained 
minister. 

The  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  clmreji  is 
situated  on  section  five,  near  the  town  line  on  the 
north,  with  cemetery  grounds  adjoining  on  the 
south.  A small  log  building  was  erected  in  1870, 
which  gave  place  to  a more  commodious  frame  ed- 
ifice the  present  year,  the  old  building  now  serving 
as  a place  for  conducting  the  Parish  school.  Weekly 
service  is  held  at  the  church  by  the  Pastor  of  the 
Swedish  church  at  Cokato  village. 


The  first  white  child  born  in  the  town,  then 
Mooers  Prairie,  was  Frank  Putnam,  whose  natal 
date  is  February,  Kith,  1859. 

The  first  death  of  which  we  have  reliable  infor- 
mation, was  the  wife  of  Josiali  P.  Mooers,  on  the 
1st  of  August,  18(i(),  though  it  is  probable  others 
may  have  occurred  previous  to  this  date. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  in 
the  summer  of  18G0,  uniting  Amos  Chambers  and 
Miss  Clara  A.  Hoyt. 

The  first  religious  exercises  were  held  in  the 
house  of  J.  P.  Mooers  in  1858,  by  Rev.  L.  Wood. 
The  first  school  of  which  we  have  any  record,  was 
about  18G5,  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Edgerly,  by  Miss 
McKinney,  from  near  the  old  town  of  Greenwood. 

Cokato  Village. — When  the  Mooers  family 
visited  this  locality  in  the  spring  of  185G,  they 
came  by  way  of  Greenwood,  cutting  their  own 
roads  through  the  timber.  During  the  winter  pre- 
vious to  their  coming,  a town  site  was  located  here, 
on  section  thirty-four,  by  Messrs.  Murphy,  Cham- 
bers, Sully,  Hedderly,  Hancock,  and  Keith,  of  Min- 
neapolis. They  came  by  way  of  Montieello,  the 
frosts  of  winter  enabling  them  to  cross  lakes, 
marshes,  and  streams,  without  ditliculty.  Forty 
acres  were  surveyed  into  lots  and  the  prospective 
city  named  Glenwood.  A hotel  was  begun,  but 
never  finished,  and  the  whole  scheme  “ vanished  in 
thin  air”  soon  after. 

In  18G7,  the  east  half  of  the  present  village  plat 
was  taken  under  the  homestead  act,  by  Benjamin 
Lee,  whose  claim  shanty  then  built  was  the  first 
human  habitation  within  the  village  limits.  The 
west  half  was  taken  by  Samuel  Jenks,  who  en- 
tered the  land  at  the  usual  government  price,  in 
order  to  dispose  of  lots.  In  18G9,  the  railroad 
reached  this  point,  and  the  depot,  built  soon  after, 
Avas  the  first  good  building  in  the  place.  From 
this  time  the  growth  was  quite  rapid  for  a time, 
several  families  locating  hero,  and  a store  was 
opened  by  A.  P.  Mooers  & Amos  Chambers.  Mr. 
Parcher  opened  a second  store  about  the  same  time. 

In  1872,  a hotel  Avas  opened  by  B.  Thurstenson, 
which  was  conducted  by  him  until  September 
1880,  Avhen  he  closed  it  to  the  public. 

Another  hotel  Avas  opened  tAvo  or  three  years 
later  than  the  one  just  mentioned,  by  Guy  Per- 
kins, ay  ho  conducted  it  but  a short  time,  since 
Avhieli  it  has  several  times  changed  hands. 

A steam  flour  mill,  and  a small  lumber  mill  Avere 
built  in  1873  by  Ward  Brothers  & Bunion,  both 
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of  which  were  successfully  conducted  until  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  the  spring  of  1879. 

In  187(5,  an  elevator  of  thirty  thousand  bushels 
capacity,  was  built  here  by  the  Elevator  Company, 
which  lias  since  boon  in  constant  use. 

A large  circular  elevator  was  built  two  years 
ago  by  the.  Farmers’  Elevator  Company,  of  Co- 
kato.  In  May,  1881,  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and 
from  the  unmethodical  condition  of  the  company’s 
business  affairs,  arose  numerous  cases  of  litigation. 

Two  elevators  were  built  in  1881;  one  by  Cofield 
and  Wright,  with  a capacity  of  twenty  thousand 
bushels;  and  another  by  Bull,  Edmonds,  and  Lar- 
son with  a capacity  of  forty  thousand  bushels.  All 
three  elevators  use  steam  power,  and  handle  im- 
mense quantities  of  grain. 

A weekly  newspaper,  called  the  “ Cokato  Re- 
publican,” had  a brief  existence  here  in  1878, 
under  the  management  of  Felix  Head. 

Soon  after  the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  this 
point,  a school  district  was  organized,  and  a 
graded  school  established  in  1879. 

A Post-office  has  been  maintained  since  about 
1857,  when  a private  olliee  was  established,  and 
A.  P.  Mooers  appointed  Postmaster,  the  oilice 
being  at  his  residence  south  of  the  present  vil- 
lage. Mail  was  brought  from  Middleville  by  pri- 
vate parties  until  July,  18(52,  when  a route  from 
Rockford  to  Forest  City  supplied  this  office.  Dur- 
ing the  Indian  war  the  route  was  discontinued, 
but  at  its  close  was  resumed,  continuing  until  the 
completion  of  the  railroad,  when  the  office  was 
moved  to  the  station.  In  187G,  M.  Lewis  suc- 
ceeded Air.  Mooers  as  Postmaster,  and  the  next 
year  the  office  passed  to  C.  P.  Anderson,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent.  It  was  made  a Money  Order 
oilice  in  1879. 

A Swedish  Baptist  church  was  formed  in  June, 
1871,  with  nine  members.  Services  were  held 
at  irregular  intervals  by  missionary  preachers, 
until  1874,  when  their  church  edifice  was  finished, 
and  Rev.  O.  S.  Lendberg  became  the  pastor,  re- 
maining till  1879,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev. 
A.  Fogelslrom,  the  present  minister.  The  society 
own  cemetery  grounds  on  section  twenty-two. 

A Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  was 
organized  January  7th,  187(1,  with  sixty-four  com- 
municants, which  number  has  increased  to  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five.  A durable  edifice 
was  erected  in  1870,  and  a cemetery  located  ad- 
joining the  village  plat  on  the  north,  near  which  a 
neat  parsonage  was  built  about  two  years  ago. 


The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  J.  G.  Logerstrom,  suc- 
ceeded three  years  later  by  Rev.  F.  Peterson,  and 
he,  in  July,  1877,  by  the  present  pastor,  Rev.  L. 
A.  lloeanzon,  who  also  officiates  as  pastor  of  the 
church  on  section  five,  already  mentioned. 

In  1874  75  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  held 
regular  services  here.  A small  membership  still 
exists,  though  meetings  are  held  only  at  irregular 
intervals. 

The  Congregational  church  is  represented  by  a 
small  society  of  about  three  years  existence,  whose 
meetings  are  held  each  Sunday  evening  in  the 
Swedish  Lutheran  church  edifice,  through  the  ex- 
tended courtesy  of  that  society.  At  one  time  they 
had  a local  pastor,  Rev.  Air.  Hull,  but  are  now 
supplied  by  Rev.  Air.  Lewis,  stationed  at  Dassel. 

Free  Alasonry  is  represented  by  Cokato  Lodge 
No.  184,  A.  F.  and  A.  Al.,  organized  U.  D.,  Decem- 
ber, 1877,  and  chartered  in  January,  1879.  Its 
first  officers  were:  E.  H.  Farnliam,  W.  AL;  John 
Chapman,  S.  W.;  F.  Al.  Jenks,  J.  W.;  K.  O.  AIol- 
sterteigen,  Sec.;  II.  F.  Edwards,  Treas. ; L.  Co- 
field, S.  D. ; F.  Al.  Ball,  J.  D. ; and  Benjamin  Lee, 
Tyler.  The  present  membership  is  about  twenty, 
and  regular  communications  are  held  on  the  first 
and  third  Thursday  evenings  of  each  month. 

The  village  of  Cokato  was  incorporated  by  act 
of  the  Legislature,  approved  February  16th,  1878. 
Its  first  officers  were:  President,  H.  F.  Edwards; 
Trustees,  Benjamin  Lee,  Frank  Granfelt,  and  B. 
Thurstenson;  Recorder,  G.  A.  Wahlquist;  Treas- 
urer, A.  W.  L.  Almquist. 

The  village  is  now  well  supplied  with  stores, 
and  the  usual  list  of  shops  and  artisans. 

The  Depot  building  is  conveniently  located,  and 
at  present  in  charge  of  J.  H.  AlcVeety.  The  first 
agent  was  J.  E.  Jenks,  who  held  the  position  till 
1879,  after  which  several  were  temporarily  in 
charge  till  April,  1881,  when  Air.  AlcVeety  was 
stationed  here. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
tin1,  products  of  Cokato  were:  wheat,  7,83!)  bush- 
els; oats,  9,720  bushels;  corn,  4,98(5  bushels;  bar- 
ley, 250  bushels;  buckwheat,  23  bushels;  potatoes, 
1,095  bushels;  beans,  20  bushels;  wild  hay,  1,689 
tons;  wool,  1,046  pounds;  butter,  7,850  pounds; 
and  honey,  2,900  pounds.  The  cultivated  area  is 
4,535  acres. 

BIOORAPIIIOAIi. 

C.  J.  Anoiciihon  is  a native  of  Sweden,  born  on 
fhe  28th  of  October,  1831.  lie  enme  to  America 
in  1869,  and  took  a homestead  in  Fruu  h I. ale, 
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Wright  county,  where  he  remained  until  coming 
to  this  township  in  1875.  He  was  employed  in 
the  store  of  Peterson  and  Carlson,  as  clerk  till 
May,  1878,  when  he  was  appointed  Postmaster, 
lie.  kept  the  hooks,  however,  for  the  linn  fill  tiny 
dissolved  in  1880.  Mr.  Anderson  speaks  several 
languages  and  is  a most  ellicient  and  obliging 
Postmaster.  He  has  one  sister  living  in  this 
county,  she  being  his  only  relative  this  side  of 
Sweden. 

Andhtsw  W.  L.  Almquist  was  born  in  Sweden, 
on  the  17th  of  October,  1852.  When  eleven  years 
old,  he  came  with  a friend  to  America,  and  joined 
his  father  in  Carver  county,  Minnesota.  Was  in 
Hastings  and  St.  Paul  most  of  the  time  till  com- 
ing here,  and  while  at  the  latter  place,  was  em- 
ployed as  foreman  in  the  shops  at  the  Reform 
School.  Mr.  Almipiist  came  to  Cokato  township 
in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  opened  a tin  shop,  to 
which  he  soon  added  hardware,  and  also  sells  farm 
machinery.  In  February,  1878,  he  moved  to  liis 
present  location,  has  the  only  full  line  of  hard- 
ware in  town,  and  does  a large  business  in 
machinery.  Miss  Julia  M.  Kneeland,  of  this  place, 
became  his  wife  on  the  30tli  of  May,  1880.  They 
have  one  child  named  Alice  C. 

Gustav  Rodin  was  also  born  in  Sweden,  on  the 
5th  of  February,  1841.  He  came  to  America  in 
1868,  and  after  a short  stay  in  Illinois,  came  to 
Minnesota;  was  in  Stillwater  a short  time  and  went 
thence  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  a wholesale  store.  In  1878,  our  subject, 
in  company  with  his  brother,  John  Rodin,  opened 
a general  commission  house,  and  also  assisted  in 
organizing  a company  for  a large  grocery  store. 
He  was  secretary  of  the  company,  and  still  holds 
an  interest  in  the  business.  Mr.  Rodin  came  to 
this  place  in  187!),  and  purchased  of  G.  A.  Wahl- 
ipiist,  his  present  business.  The  linn  is  now 
known  as  Rodin  Pros.  Sc  Go.  Mr.  Rodin  is  Vil- 
lage Recorder,  and  also  Clerk  of  the  school  dis- 
trict. He  was  married  on  the  3d  of  September, 
1873,  to  Miss  Johann  Johnson. 

Mouuan  V.  CouuiiAN,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Wright  county,  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
West  Virginia,  on  the  2 2d  of  April,  1836.  When 
he  was  an  infant,  his  parents  removed  to  Indiana, 
thence  to  Iowa,  and  when  our  subject  was  ten 
years  old,  returned  to  Virginia.  In  the  spring  of 
1855,  ho  came  west  to  seek  his  fortune.  Came  by 
boat  down  the  Ohio  and  up  the  Mississippi  rivers, 
to  St.  Paul,  thence  by  stage  to  Shakopec,  then  on 


foot  to  Greenwood,  arriving  on  the  14th  of  May, 
1855,  and  on  the  next  day,  staked  out  a claim  at 
Montrose,  now  the  farm  of  George  M.  Wright. 
During  that  fall  he  was  engaged  in  building  a 
“l.ownsito  house,”  where  Howard  Rake  is  now. 
The  following  spring  he  pre-empted  the  land, 
which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  company,  and 
afterwards  sold  it  to  Mr.  Goodsell,  and  in  1864, 
took  a homestead  in  Stockholm  township,  sold  it 
in  1871,  and  in  the  fall,  moved  to  his  present  home 
at  Cochran’s  mills,  north  side  of  Cokato  lake.  Mr. 
Cochran  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  all  public 
matters,  and  has  filled  many  local  offices.  Was  a 
member  of- the  second  Hoard  of  County  Commis- 
sioners. While  serving  in  this  capacity,  he  was 
chiefly  instrumental  tn  abolishing  the  custom  of 
paying  teachers  in  depreciated  county  orders,  while 
the  public  school  money  was  appropriated  by 
county  officials.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Jane  P.  Gleason,  of  Green  Lake  county,  Wis- 
consin, on  the  9th  of  May,  1859.  This  was  the 
first  marriage  at  Howard  Lake,  in  the  town  of 
Victor.  Their  children  are,  Seymour  E.,  Irvin  E., 
Carrie,  Mary,  Morgan  V,.,  James  T.,  Helen,  Gar- 
nett, Oliver,  and  an  infant  not  yet  named. 

Lokenzo  Cofield,  a native  of  Noble  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  13th  of  July,  1849,  and 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  place 
till  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1867.  He  resided  on 
a farm  in  Stockholm  ten  years  before  coming  here. 
Then,  in  1877,  came  to  this  place  and  opened  the 
confectionery,  grocery,  flour  and  feed  store  which 
he  still  owns.  Two  years  later  he -built  a small 
grain  house  and  commenced  dealing  in  wheat,  and 
in  1881,  formed  a partnership  with  C.  A.  Wright, 
of  Howard  Lake,  and  built  an  elevator  with  a ca- 
pacity of  twenty  thousand  bushels.  Miss  Emma 
Rood  of  this  place  became  his  wife  in  1872.  They 
have  two  children;  James  I>.  and  Stillman  L. 

Edwin  H.  Fakniiam  is  a native  of  Massachu- 
setts and  was  born  on  the  7th  of  December,  1839, 
in  a pleasant  New  England  home,  situated  on  the 
old  I tanker  ilill  battle  ground,  and  not  twenty 
rods  from  the  spot  where  the  gallant  Warren  fell. 
During  his  early  childhood,  ho  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Peabody,  where  his  father  died  when 
our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of  age.  On  the 
19th  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Ellsworth’s 
Zouaves,  was  discharged  after  four  months  service, 
and  re-enlisted  in  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till  the  20th  of  Au- 
gust, 1864,  when  he  was  discharged,  and  soon 
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after  came  to  Minnesota.  He  located  at  Rock- 
ford and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  The 
winter  of  18GG-G7,  lie  resided  in  Chicago  where 
lie  attended  a law  school.  On  the  d tl  1 of  July, 
1H(!8,  Mr.  h'arnham  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Barnett,  of  Fort  Covington,  New  York,  and  the 
following  year  returned  to  Minnesota  and  located 
at  Delano.  They  were  the  first  American  family 
in  Delano,  and  with  the  exception  of  a few  months 
spent  at  Rockford,  teaching  school,  remained  there 
till  1874.  Then  came  to  this  place  where  he  has 
since  resided  and  practiced  his  profession,  having 
been  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1871.  They  have 
two  children;  Schuyler  E.  and  Susan  M. 

David  Can  i rrn  was  born  near  the  city  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Pennsylvania,  on  the  Gth  of  November, 
1813.  He  removed  to  the  city  in  1842,  remaining 
till  1857,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota.  He  first 
took  a claim  on  section  twelve,  Cokato  township, 
but  soon  after  removed  to  section  thirty-four  where 
he  still  resides.  Has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of 
the  Peace  several  terms  During  the  war,  Mr. 
Griffith,  who  was  over  age,  and  his  son  Franklin, 
who  was  under  age,  were  the  only  volunteers  from 
Cokato.  The  former  enlisted  in  the  Mounted 
Rangers  and  served  one  year,  and  the  latter  in  the 
Eleventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving 
two  years.  Miss  Emoline  Hinehman  became  his 
wife  in  1841,  the.  marriage  taking  place  in  Phila- 
delphia. They  have  had  three  children;  Franklin, 
the  only  one  living,  resides  at  home. 

Magnus  Holmstrom,  a native  of  Sweden,  was 
born  on  the  17th  of  September,  1838.  Came  to 
America  in  lKGi),  and  for  a short  time  attended 
school;  then  located  at  Hastings,  Minnesota,  re- 
maining a year  and  a half;  after  which  he  was 
employed  by  R.  B.  Langdon  on  the  railroad.  Then, 
after  spending  six  years  in  Minneapolis,  lie  came 
to  Cokato  in  1878,  and  opened  a large  blacksmith 
shop,  where  he  also  keeps  plows  and  farm  ma- 
chinery. Was  appointed  village  Trustee  in  1879, 
to  fill  a vacancy,  and  in  1881,  elected  to  the  same 
office.  Mr.  Holmstrom  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sophia  Christina,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
18G2.  Of  six  children  born  to  them,  four  arc  liv- 
ing; Charles  A.,  Anna  K.,  Louisa,  and  Clara  E 
Ewald  and  John  both  died  in  November,  1878,  at 
Cokato. 

Martin  IIenrk  was  born  in  Finland,  in  January, 
1839.  lie  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and 
in  the  spring  of  18G5,  came  to  America.  Was  one 
year  engaged  in  the  copper-mines  of  Michigan, 


then  four  years  in  Hastings  and  Red  Wing,  in 
this  State,  and  in  the  summer  of  1870,  came  to 
Cokato  and  settled  on  section  ten.  In  the  spring 
of  1881,  ho  moved  to  his  present  farm  on  section 
seventeen.  Mr.  llenre  has  a good  English  educa- 
tion and  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  the 
county.  Takes  an  active  interest  in  the  Finn 
church  and  also  in  public  local  affairs.  Was  elected 
Supervisor  of  Cokato  in  1881.  In  18G9,  he  was 
married,  at  Red  Wing,  to  Miss  Anna  Teberg, 
Three  children  have  been  born;  John,  Anna,  and 
William. 

Lars  A.  Hocanzon  is  a native  of  Sweden,  born 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1837.  He  learned  the  pro- 
fession of  architect  and  civil  engineer,  which  he 
followed  for  fifteen  years.  Came  to  America  in 
June,  18G9,  and  located  at  Lake  City,  Minnesota, 
remaining  till  that  fall,  when  he  removed  to  Pepin 
county,  Wisconsin.  Then,  after  a residence  of  a 
year  and  a half  in  the  latter  place,  lie  went  to 
Paxton,  Illinois,  where  he  took  a course  in  the 
Swedish  Theological  Seminary,  and  in  1871,  was 
ordained,  and  returned  to  Wisconsin,  thence  to 
Vista,  Waseca  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  had 
charge  of  a church,  and  remained  till  July,  1877. 
In  18G2,  he  was  married,  in  Sweden,  to  Miss 
Mary  C.  Johnson,  who  bore  him  five  children; 
Hilda,  Hannah,  Ilanny,  Hilma,  and  lineman.  On 
the  20th  of  March,  1874,  during  high  water  and  a 
washout,  she  and  the  youngest  child,  Heeman,  were 
drowned.  In  April,  187G,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Hannah  Noling,  of  Rockford,  Illi- 
nois. The  result  of  this  union  has  been  three 
children;  Ilulda,  Ilcgina,  and  llinulla.  In  1877, 
he  came  to  Cokato  and  has  since  had  charge  of  the 
church  at  this  place. 

Augustus  P.  AIooers  was  born  in  Kennebec 
county,  Maine,  on  tin;  8th  of  April,  1835.  He 
came  west  with  his  parents  in  1852,  by  the  way 
of  Greenwood.  Being  among  the  first  to  come 
through,  they  were  obliged  to  cut  their  own  roads. 
Mr.  Mooers  was  with  the  army  of  the  Tennessee 
as  photographer  for  live  years;  then,  until  18G9, 
was  traveling  in  different  portions  of  the  country. 
In  the  latter  year  he  returned  to  Minnesota  and 
settled  in  this  place,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  Ho  was  the  first  to  build  a store  at  Cokato, 
but  a Air.  Pareher  put  in  a stock  in  another  build- 
ing a few  months  sooner  than  he.  Air.  Mooers 
was  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  several 
years,  and  was  appointed  Register  of  Deeds  to  fill 
a vacancy  caused  by  the  removal  of  C.  B.  Jordan, 
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serving  one  year.  He  was  united  in  marriage  at 
St.  Paul,  in  September,  1804 , to  Miss  May  Bruer, 
who  died  on  the  Kith  of  August,  1870. 

Jam io, s IT.  MoVeety,  Station  agent  at  this  place, 
was  horn  in  Canada,  where  he  learned  telegraph- 
ing. l(’or  three  years,  he  had  charge  of  the  Com- 
mercial Telegraph  Office  at  Bishop’s  Mills,  in 
Canada,  and  afterwards  was  employed  as  book- 
keeper for  a general  merchandise  store.  Came  to 
Minnesota  in  November,  1877,  and  has  since  been 
with  this  company,  taking  charge  at  this  place  in 
April,  1881. 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Olston,  a native  of  Sweden, 
was  born  on  the  22d  of  April,  1840.  Alter  grad- 
uating at  a medical  college  in  his  native  place,  he 
came  to  America  in  1871.  Has  since  taken  diplo- 
mas from  the  medical  college  at  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
and  the  New  York  State  University.  He  prac- 
ticed for  three  years  in  Iowa,  six  years  in  St.  Paul, 
and  in  1880,  came  to  Cokato,  where  he  has  a large 
practice,  and  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as 
a surgeon,  having  taken  charge  of  several  diffi- 
cult cases,  with  successful  results. 

Andrew  B.  Peterson  was  born  in  Sweden,  on 
the  7th  of  September,  1851.  He  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  in  1800,  they  locating  in  Carver 
county,  Minnesota,  but  removed  to  Stockholm  in 
1800.  After  the  family  settled  in  Stockholm,  An- 
drew returned  to  Carver  county  and  attended  an 
Academy  near  Carver  for  three  years.  Ho  then 
entered  the  store  of  A.  P.  Mooers,  at  Cokato,  as 
clerk,  and  in  1873,  became  a partner,  C.  E.  Lind- 
berg  also  becoming  a partner  about  the  same  time. 
In  1805,  Mr.  Mooers  sold  his  interest  to  his  part- 
ners, and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Peter- 
son also  retired.  Ho  next  formed  a partnership 
with  John  Paulson  in  the  mercantile  business,  but 
sold  out  in  the  fall  of  1870.  He  is  now  conduct- 
ing a drug  store,  which  he  opened  in  1880.  Mr. 
Peterson  represented  his  district  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature in  1870,  and  is  now  County  Commissioner. 
He  was  married  in  May,  1878,  to  Miss  Anna  S. 
Anderson,  of  Minneapolis,  They  have  one  child, 
named  Victor  Nathaniel.  , 

Peter  Stevenson  was  bom  on  the  29th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1840,  in  Sweden.  When  twenty-four  years  old, 
he  came  to  America,  located  first  in  Carver  county, 
Minnesota,  remaining  a year  and  a half,  then  in 
Minneapolis  for  a time,  and  afterwards  on  a farm  in 
Stockholm.  In  1876,  in  company  with  P.  T.  Nel- 
son, he  opened  a general  merchandise  store  in  this 
place.  Three  years  later,  Mr.  Stevenson  bought 


bis  partner’s  interest  and  is  doing  a large  busi- 
ness. During  the  year  1880,  lie  was  Town  Treas- 
urer and  also  one  of  the  village  Trustees.  Miss 
Kiser  Nilson,  of  Sweden,  became  his  wife  on  the 
20th  of  November,  1864.  Their  children  are, 
Christian,  Betsey,  Lmlvick,  Ji  nnie,  Emma,  Ella, 
and  Cecilia.  Two  died  in  infancy. 

Gardner  O.  Trow,  a native  of  Dodge  county, 
Wisconsin,  dates  his  birth  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1877.  When  he  was  young,  his  parents  removed 
to  Milwaukee,  where  his  father  died  in  1849,  the 
family  remaining  there  till  1855,  when  they  re- 
turned to  Dodge  county.  In  1860,  our  subject 
entered  the’ State  University  at  Madison,  remained 
till  April,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term, 
(three  months)  re-enlisted  and  served  one  year, 
both  times  as  drummer.  He  again  enlisted,  this 
time  as  soldier,  in  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Battery, 
was  transferred  to  Company  A,  of  the  Twelfth  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  till  the  fall  of  1865.  After 
his  discharge,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  purchased  a 
farm  in  Mower  county,  and  taught  school  in  the 
adjoining  district  for  three  years.  Then  sold  his 
farm  and  went  to  Albert  Lea,  and  two  years  later, 
to  Chicago,  where  he  took  two  courses  in  the 
dental  department  of  Rush  Medical  College.  After 
practicing  for  a time  at  Lake  Mills,  Iowa,  in  1874, 
he  returned  to  this  State,  and  for  two  and  a 
half  years  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  at 
Kingston.  Then  came  to  Cokato,  jmrehased  A.  T. 
Mooer’s  drug  store,  and  has  since  practiced  den- 
tistry and  had  charge  of  the  store,  keeping  drugs, 
groceries,  etc.  Was  married  at  Lake  Mills,  Iowa, 
on  the  16th  of  November,  1872,  to  Miss  Abbio 
Baker.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children;  Gardner  O.  and  Rhoda  E. 

Berger  Thurstenson  is  a native  of  Norway, 
born  on  the  18th  of  September,  1840.  In  1861, 
he  came  to  America,  was  one  year  in  Carver  coun- 
ty, Minnesota,  and  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in 
Company  H,  of  the  Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  three  years.  On  receiving  his 
discharge,  he  returned  to  Carver  county,  remained 
a short  time  and  was  employed  as  foreman  on 
work  for  the  St.  Paul  and  Sioux  City  Railroad. 
Then,  after  a residence  at  Smith  Lake  in  this 
county,  he  came  to  Cokato  in  1871,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  opened  a hotel,  which  lie  operated  till 
September,  1880.  Has  since  devoted  his  time  to 
commission  business,  real  estate,  and  sale  of  emi- 
grant tickets.  Mr.  Thurstenson  was  a member  of 
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the  first  board  of  Village  Commissioners.  Was 
married  in  July,  1872,  to  Miss  Julia  Evanson,  of 
Minneapolis.  They  have  one  child,  Ludvig. 


CORINNA. 


CHAPTER  CXXTI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION   SCHOOLS  — CHURCHES AGRICULT- 
URAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Corinna  lies  in  the  northwest  portion  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  26,000  acres, 
1,840  of  which  are  under  cultivation.  The  sur- 
face is  undulating  and  generally  covered  with  tim- 
ber, except  where  removed  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. About  5,000  acres  of  the  aggregate  area  is 
covered  with  water,  the  largest  lake  being  Clear- 
water Lake,  which  lies  in  I ho  northwestern  part, 
extending  into  Stearns  county,  and  is  a popular 
summer  resort.  Octavius  Longwortli  has  a largo 
and  comfortable  residence,  surrounded  by  a num- 
ber of  summer  cottages,  light  and  airy,  on  the 
north  bank  of  the  lake.  This  place  is  visited  each 
summer  by  a number  of  southern  families  and 
health  seekers,  whose  systems  are  invigorated  by 
the  bracing  draught  from  this  beautiful  expanse 
of  water. 

The  first  permanent  settlement  in  this  town  was 
made  in  1856,  by  Elijah  Doble,  Sen.,  now  dead, 
John  F.  Doble,  Lorenzo  Doble,  Elijah  Doble,  Jr., 
Ebenezer  Perry,  and  Charles  I.  Dakin.  These 
men  were  natives  of  Maine,  and  were  accompanied 
by  their  families.  They  settled  on  sections  eight, 
nine,  and  sixteen,  on  the  north  shore  of  Clear- 
water Lake,  and  were  soon  followed  by  others. 
The  population  has  steadily  increased,  until  the 
census  of  1880  showed  a population  of  386 
persons. 

This  town  was  embraced  in  Clearwater  town- 
ship until  1860,  wlien  a separate  organization  was 
etl'eeted,  and  the  name  of  “Delhi”  applied,  brut 
soon  changed  to  “Corinna,”  because  of  a town  in 
another  portion  of  the  State  having  previously 
adopted  the  same  name.  In  addition  to  the  pres- 
ent territory  of  Corinna,  the  present  area  of  South- 
side  was  also  included  in  the  new  town,  but  was 
reduced  to  its  present  limits  on  the  organization 
of  the  latter  in  1868.  The  first  officers  were:  Su- 
pervisors, H.  L.  Gordon,  Chairman,  L.  If,  Dakin, 


and  Elijah  Doble;  Assessor,  Charles  M.  Gordon; 
Collector,  John  F.  Doble;  Clerk,  Octavius  Long- 
worth;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Edward  Moody  and 
Octavius  Longwortli ; Overseer  of  the  Poor,  J.  F. 
Gates;  and  Constables,  Charles  I.  Dakin  and  J.  F. 
Doble. 

A town  was  laid  out  on  section  twenty-one,  in 
1857  or  1858,  by  George  Saunders,  A.  McDonald, 
William  McDonald,  Charles  I.  Dakin,  and  E.  Do- 
ble, and  named  Osseo.  Some  improvements  were 
made,  but  it  did  not  meet  the  expectations  of  the 
proprietors,  and  the  enterprise  was  given  up. 

A steam  saw  mill  was  built  in  1865,  by  David 
Heberling,  on  his  farm  in  section  nine.  It  was 
run  for  a few  years  and  abandoned. 

In  1867,  a water-power  saw  mill  was  erected 
near  Cedar  Lake,  on  Clearwater  creek,  by  L.  11. 
Reynolds,  of  Illinois.  It  was  leased  and  operated 
by  David  Heberling  & Sons  fin  a number  of  years, 
but  was  destroyed  by  lire  some  time  ago. 

Religious  services  were  held  by  Rev.  M.  S.  llar- 
riman  as  early  as  1857,  although  the  first  sermon 
preached  was  probably  over  the  line  in  Stearns 
county,  yet  the  congregation  was  largely  composed 
of  residents  of  Corinna  township. 

In  1859,  Bartlett  Blaine,  a Methodist  Minister, 
held  meetings  in  the  house  of  Lorenzo  Doble. 
Services  were  held  by  that  denomination  in  pri- 
vate dwellings  and  school  houses  until  1878.  when 
the  congregation  erected  a church  just  over  the 
line  in  Soutliside  township. 

In  1871,  through  the  instrumentality  of  Octa- 
vius Longwortli,  and  Rev.  D.  B.  Knickcrbaoker, 
of  Minneapolis,  a Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
was  erected  near  Mr.  Longwortli’s  residence.  It 
is  a very  pretty  structure  and  was  dedicated  by 
Bishop  Whipple  in  September,  1872.  There  has 
been  no  regular  clergyman,  but  the  pulpit  is  very 
often  suppled  by  guests  of  Mr.  Longwortli  and 
others. 

There  is  also  a German  Methodist  organization 
in  this  town.  The  first  services  were  held  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Mentz  in  1864,  at  the  residence  of  Martin 
Ransom.  A church  was  built  in  1875-76,  on  sec- 
tion nine. 

Corinna  is  divided  into  four  school  districts. 
The  first  public  school  was  held  in  the  house  of  E. 
Doble,  in  1862,  the  district  then  comprising  the 
present  towns  of  Corinna  and  Soutliside.  The 
first  school  house  was  built  in  1868.  This  was 
a primitive  looking  edifice,  composed  of  round 
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loga,  but  was  replaced  by  a neat  frame  building 
in  1871. 

The  products  of  this  town,  according  to  the 
agricultural  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  13,429 
buahols;  oats,  4,218  bushels;  corn,  7,702  bushels; 
potatoes,  1,540  bushels;  beans,  54  bushels;  sugar 
cane,  1,815  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  158  tons;  wild 
hay,  241  tons;  tobacco,  13G  pounds;  wool,  350 
pounds;  butter,  9,321  pounds;  and  honey,  450 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

W.  W.  Day,  (deceased)  a native  of  Milton,  Ver- 
mont, was  bom  on  the  16th  of  October,  1822. 
When  he  was  twelve  years  old,  the  family  moved 
to  Franklin  county,  New  York,  where  he  worked 
on  his  father’s  farm  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  to  till  the  soil  for  himself  on 
a neighboring  farm.  In  1854,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, locating  on  a claim  in  Hennepin  county,  near 
Excelsior,  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  when  he 
moved  to  Silver  Creek,  Wright  county,  locating 
where  the  town  site  of  Fremont  was  afterwards 
fixed.  Here  he  and  others  built  a steam  saw-mill. 
In  1862,  moved  to  t-li3  farm  in  section  fourteen, 
Comma,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  on  the  8th  of 
August,  1879.  After  this,  his  widow  and  son, 
Edwin  C.,  conducted  the  farm.  Edwin  C.  Day 
was  born  on  the  15th  of  May,  1856,  at  Excelsior, 
Hennepin  county,  and  has  lived  at  home  ever  since. 

Licvi  II.  Dakin,  one  of  the  oldest  residents  of 
the  town,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  on  the  25tli  of 
December,  1830.  When  he  was  but  three  years 
old,  the,  family  moved  to  Aroostook  county,  Maine, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm  till  1856,  when  he 
came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  from  that  place, 
walked  to  Clearwater,  and  soon  after,  came  to  Co- 
riniia  township  and  took  a claim  on  section  twen- 
ty-one, living  in  a log  house  with  a bark  roof  for 
some  time.  He  soon  commenced  to  improve  his 
farm,  and  continued  the  effort  till  he  sold  it  in 
1865.  During  the  Indian  war,  the  family  sought 
protection  in  Clearwater,  where  they  remained  for 
two  years.  After  selling  Ids  farm,  bought  another 
in  section  twenty,  to  which  he  lias  since  added  as 
his  circumstances  have  permitted.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  board  of  Supervisors.  Married 
Miss  Clara  J.  Smith  on  the  29th  of  September, 
1861.  They  have'  two  children. 

Anthony  Henneman,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  on  the  18th  of  December,  1838.  Af.  the  age 
of  thirteen,  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  America, 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Jefferson  county,  Penn- 


sylvania. At  the  age  of  twenty-two,  commenced 
life  for  himself,  being  engaged  in  farming  in  Penn- 
sylvania till  1869,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  on  section  eleven  in  the  town  of  Corinna, 
where  lie  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Margaret 
Knorr  on  the  3d  of  March,  1861.  They  have 
twelve  children. 

James  Higgins,  deceased,  was  born  in  St.  Law- 
rence county,  New  York.  While  he  lived  in  his 
native  State,  worked  most  of  the  time  at  lumbering. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1863,  and  spent  the  lirst 
three  years  in  the  pineries  and  on  the  river.  He 
married  Mrs.  Amelia  Higgins,  of  Clearwater,  on 
the  31st  of  December,  1865,  and  the  following 
year  located  on  his  farm  in  section  thirty,  Corinna 
township,  where  he  lived  till  his  death,  October  5th, 
1876.  Mis.  Higgins  has  controlled  the  farm  since 
"the  death  of  her  husband. 

David  Heberling,  deceased,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  the  town,  was  born  in  May,  1815,  in 
Pennsylvania.  He  was  engaged  in  lumbering, 
principally  on  Sandy  creek,  one  of  the  tributaries 
of  the  Alleghany  river,  and  at  the  same  time  car- 
ried on  a farm.  In  1865,  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  bought  land  on  the  banks  of  Clearwater  Lake, 
in  section  nine,  where  he  engaged  in  farming;  also 
built  a steam  sawmill,  and  run  it  for  three  or  four 
years.  He  married  Miss  Susannna  Kissinger  on 
the  6th  of  March,  1836.  They  had  ten  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  living.  He  died  on  the  21st  of 
May,  1871.  His  oldest  son,  Paul  K.,  since  a boy 
has  been  identified  with  his  father  in  business.  He 
was  born  in  Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  20tli  of  December,  1836,  came  to  Minnesota 
with  his  parents  in  1865,  and  lived  on  the  farm 
since,  being  engaged  in  farming  and  the  manu- 
facture of  lumber.  He  married  Miss  Esther  Kis- 
singer in  1860.  They  have  one  child,  a boy. 

James  Iv.  Polk  Heberling,  a native  of  Penn- 
sylvania. was  born  on  the  22d  of  January,  1845. 
He  lived  with  his  parents  in  his  native  State,  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering  till  about  twenty 
years  of  age.  In  1865,  came  to  Minnesota  and 
lived  for  some  years  with  his  father.  In  1867, 
commenced  to  manage  business  for  himself  on  a 
portion  of  his  father’s  farm,  where  he  may  yet  be 
found,  favored  with  success  in  his  business  opera- 
tions. He  married  Miss  Minnie  Fetters  on  the  9th 
of  April,  1868.  They  have  four  children. 

Andrew  Kdiinley  was  born  in  Jefferson  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1832.  At 
the  age  of  nineteen,  commenced  to  learn  the  car- 
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penter  trade  in  Clearfield  county.  After  having 
become  acquainted  with  the  business,  was  em- 
ployed in  different  parts  of  the  State,  making  his 
native  county  his  home  until  1869,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota.  Some  time  during  the  same  year, 
located  on  a farm  in  section  fifteen,  Corinna  town- 
ship, where  he  still  lives.  He  has  devoted  a large 
portion  of  his  time  to  his  trade  since  residing  in  the 
town.  He  married  Miss  Anna  C.  Foss  on  tiie 
10th  of  February,  1853.  They  have  six  children. 

Octavius  Lonowoiith,  one  of  the  earliest  set- 
tlers of  this  town,  is  a son  of  David  Longworth, 
of  New  York  City,  one  of  the  largest  book  pub- 
lishers of  his  day  in  America.  Mr.  Long- 
worth  was  bom  in  New  York  City,  on  the  22d  of 
March,  1805.  He  received  unacademic  education, 
and  was  engaged  with  his  father  in  business  for 
some  years.  Then  for  a time  conducted  the  busi- 
ness alone,  giving  special  attention  to  stationery, 
in  which  he  continued  till  the  financial  crash  in 
1837.  His  residence  was  in  that  part  of  Brook- 
lyn, embraced  in  Williamsburg  prior  to  1851. 
Boon  after  closing  out  his  store  lie  was  appointed 
Postmaster  of  Williamsburg,  by  President  Harri- 
son in  about  1810.  In  185C,  he  moved  to  Iowa, 
locating  near  Davenport,  making  his  home  on  a 
farm  for  three  years.  In  1859,  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, locating  on  the  north  bank  of  Clearwater 
lake,  in  this  township.  The  home  of  his  choice, 
on  the  banks  of  this  beautiful  lake,  after  twenty 
years  of  toil,  commands  the  admiration  of  many 
tourists  that  visit  this  place.  Mr.  Longworth  w'as 
the  first  Town  Clerk,  and  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Pliebe  D.  Wade,  of  New  Jersey,  on  the  30th  of 
December,  1830.  They  have  had  eleven  children; 
five  boys  and  six  girls,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 

Joseph  Marvin,  a native  of  Onondaga  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  December, 
1803.  His  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that 
county,  and  died  when  his  son  Joseph  was  but 
nine  months  old.  lie  lived  on  the  farm  with  his 
mother  and  step  father  until  twenty  years  of  age, 
when  he  commenced  to  farm  for  himself  in  the 
neighborhood,  which  he  continued  about  twenty 
years.  In  18(51,  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and 
farmed  in  Calhoun  county  for  one  year,  then 
opened  a hotel  in  Evansville,  Wisconsin,  and  in 
connection  with  his  sou,  run  it  for  a short  time. 
In  1805,  came  to  his  present  farm  in  section  twelve, 
where  ho  lives  at  this  writing.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Bontly,  on  the  19th  of 


November,  1826,  who  died  on  the  Otli  of  Novem- 
ber, 1862.  They  had  six  children;  four  of  whom 
are  living. 

Jicsse  Moats  was  born  in  Ilitcliie  county,  West 
Virginia,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1821.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-six,  he  commenced  working  for  himself 
on  a farm,  which  he  continued  for  seven  years. 
Then  moved  to  Athens  county,  Ohio,  and  lived  on 
a farm  for  thirteen  years.  In  1867,  he  came  to 
his  farm  in  section  twenty-nine,  Corinna  township, 
where  he  still  resides.-  He  married  Miss  Sarah 
Clutter,  in  October,  1817.  She  was  a native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  died  on  the  2d  of  March,  1881. 
They  had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

Martin  Ransom,  a native  of  Baden,  Germany, 
was  born  in  May,  1830.  When  he  was  ten  years 
old,  his  father  died.  Martin  lived  on  a farm  until 
nineteen  years  of  age;  then  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  located  near  Albany,  New  York, 
and  was  employed  on  the  railroad  for  several 
years.  In  1858,  lie  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
after  prospecting  for  some  time  in  different  parts 
of  the  State,  located  on  a farm  in  section  thirty, 
Corinna  township,  and  the  following  year  removed 
to  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Wilhelmina  Teatz,  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1858.  They  have  seven  children. 

John  P.  Soheyer,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  born 
on  the  7th  of  November,  1837.  When  John  was 
about  fifteen,  his  parents  emigrated  to  America 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Jefferson  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, where  Mr.  Scheyer  supported  his  par- 
ents and  family,  until  the  death  of  the  former. 
Tn  1870,  he  moved  to  Missouri,  and  in  a few 
months,  to  Minnesota,  locating  on  a farm  in  sec- 
tion fourteen,  Corinna  township,  which  has  been 
his  home  since.  He  has  been  Supervisor  and 
Assessor  of  the  town.  Was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Reiter  on  the  23d  of  August, 
1860.  They  have  ten  children. 

John  Townsend,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this 
region,  was  born  in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania, 
on  the  2d  of  April,  1818.  At.  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  left  his  father's  farm  and  went  to  Illinois, 
working  in  different  parts  of  the  State  at  the 
cabinet,  carpenter,  and  wagon-making  trades.  Ho 
was  also  for  a time  in  the  employ  of  John  Deere, 
the  celebrated  plow  manufacturer.  In  1851,  ho 
oamo  with  John  Stevenson,  to  Clear  Lake,  Sher- 
burne county,  Minnesota,  and  were  among  the 
first  settlers  of  that  town.  In  1855,  ho  took  a 
claim  in  Lyndon,  Stearns  county,  living  there 
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short  time;  then  moved  to  the  present  village  of 
Clearwater,  and  built  the  first  frame  dwelling  in 
the  place.  In  a few  months  after  this,  took  a claim 
on  the  prairie  in  the  same  town,  where  he  lived 
till  18(1(1,  and  then  removed  to  a timber  farm  in 
this  township.  He  is  now  living  with  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Ponsford.  Mr.  Townsend  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  Stevenson,  of  Sher- 
burne county,  in  1850.  They  have  two  living 
children. 

Ira  Winget  was  bom  in  Green  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  17th  of  March,  1834.  When  he 
was  about  thirteen  years  old,  the  family  moved  to 
Athens  county,  Ohio,  where  he  attended  school, 
and  worked  on  his  father’s  farm  until  1855,  when 
he  engaged  in  a saw-mill  enterprise  in  the  same 
county,  which  he  continued  till  18(10.  He  then 
moved  to  Missouri  and  at  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  enlisted  in  Company  B,  in  one  of  the 
Missouri  State  regiments,  engaged  in  fighting  the 
Guerrillas  in  the  State  until  1864,  when  lie  re- 
moved his  family  to  Corinna  township,  Minnesota. 
Soon  after  arriving  here,  Mr.  Winget  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  of  the  First  Minnesota  Heavy  Artil- 
lery, and  served  to  the  close  of  the  war.  After 
returning  from  the  army,  he  homesteaded  the 
farm  on  which  he  has  since  resided  in  section 
thirty-two.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Phebe  Jane  Clutter,  on  the  13th  of  December, 
1855.  They  have  had  seven  children,  live  of  whom 
are  living. 


CLEARWATER. 

CHAPTER  GXXITT. 

DESCRIPTION  CIiEARWATER  VILLAGE — FIRST  THINGS 
-CHURCHES— SCHOOLS SOCIETIES  — TOWN  OR- 

GANIZATION. 

Clearwater  is  the  most  northern  town  in  Wright 
county,  and  is  separated  from  Sherburne  county  on 
the  north,  by  the  Mississippi  river,  while  on  the 
west  the  Clearwater  river  marks  the  line  sopatat- 
iug  it  from  Stearns  county.  Silver  Creek  forms 
its  eastern,  and  part  of  its  southern  boundary,  the 
remaining  portion  being  bounded  by  Corinna. 

The  surface  is  rolling,  and  in  the  northern  part 
principally  prairie,  bordered  by  a narrow  licit,  of 
timber  skirling  the  river,  while  south  it  merges 
into  brushland,  beyond  which  is  heavy  timber  land.  | 


Numerous  fine  lakes  are  found  throughout  the 
town,  and  two  of  more  considerable  size  make 
slight  encroachments  from  the  town  of  Corinna  on 
the  south.  Some  good  meadow  land  is  found  in 
the  southern  portion,  and  along  tlio  Mississippi  in 
the  northern  part.  The  soil  in  the  prairie  portion 
is  a dark  sandy  loam  with  clay  subsoil,  and  pro- 
duces excellent  crops;  in  the  timber  portion  it  is 
clay  and  dark  loam,  and  is  unsurpassed  for  fer- 
tility. The  cultivated  area  of  this  town  is  pro- 
portionately greater  than  that  of  any  other  in  the 
county. 

While  as  yet  few  settlers  had  taken  homes 
between  here  and  St.  Anthony,  some  hardy  pio- 
neers penetrated  to  this  point,  where  they  selected 
claims,  and  laid  the  foundation  upon  which  has 
since  been  built  an  intelligent  and  prosperous 
community: 

Foremost  among  the  early  settlers  here  was 
Selali  Markham,  a native  of  New  York  State,  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  in  the  succeedin'! 
pages  of  this  work.  With  him  rests  the  honor — • 
not  only  of  being  the  first  permanent  settler  here,  but 
also  prominently  identified  with  the  early  history  of 
the  county.  His  claim  was  on  section  seven, 
where  he  built  a cabin  in  the  fall  of  1854,  which 
has  since  given  place  to  his  present  comfortable 
rural  home.  John  Oakes  also  located  a claim  here 
the  same  fall,  boarding  with  Mr.  Markham  during 
the  winter,  and  the  following  spring,  building  on 
his  claim  in  section  eight.  Mr.  Oakes  was  a na- 
tive of  Franklin  county,  Maine,  born  in  1798,  and 
died  in  1863.  Asa  White,  another  settler  here  in 
1854,  with  others,  staked  out  the  town  site  of 
El  Dorado,  now  Clearwater.  Mr.  White  was  at 
Clear  Fake,  opposite,  as  early  as  18  17,  being  then 
engaged  in  trading  with  the  Indians.  Thomas  C. 
Dorter  came  in  the  following  spring,  and  took  a 
claim  near  the  present  village  of  Clearwater,  which 
has  since  been  his  home.  A sketch  of  his  life  ap- 
pears elsewhere.  Among  other  early  settlers  of 
this  year,  (1855)  were  Dr.  J.  D.  Wheelock,  Simon 
Stevens,  Horace  Webster,  and  John  Harwell,  the 
first  three  of  whom  are  hereafter  mentioned.  Dur- 
ing the  years  1855-56,  many  settlers  were  added, 
and  a thriving  community  sprung  up  as  if  by 
magic. 

Clearwater  Village. — This  enterprising  vil- 
lage is  pleasantly  situated  in  the  extreme  northern 
part  of  Wright  county,  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  the  month  of  Clearwater  river. 
Here  Nature1  seems  to  have  been  in  her  kindliest 
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mood,  and  just  brushed  back  the  bluffs  ■which 
front  the  river,  leaving  a beautiful  table  of  dry, 
almost  level  land  on  which  the  village  is  chiefly 
built.  A small  portion,  however,  including  some 
of  the  public  buildings,  is  on  the  more  elevated 
plateau,  back  of  the  llrst  level,  while  still  another 
portion  is  on  the  west  bank  of  (Jleanvuter  river, 
and  in  Stearns  county.  A portion  of  this  site  was 
claimed  in  1855,  by  Asa  White,  A.  Boyington,  and 
others,  and  called  El  Dorado.  During  Mr.  White’s 
absence  that  season,  the  ground  was  claimed  by 
Simon  Stevens,  Horace  Webster,  and  John  Par- 
well,  and  platted  in  the  spring  of  185(1,  by  J.  H. 
Talbott  and  Simon  Stevens.  These  counter-claims 
led  to  quite  a spirited  contest,  which,  however,  was 
amicably  settled,  the  latter  claimants  retaining  the 
land.  It  is  now  one  of  the  leading  villages  of  Wright 
county,  having  four  general  stores,  two  drugstores, 
one  clothing  and  general  miscellany,  one  hard- 
ware store,  one  boot  and  shot!  store  with  shop,  two 
millinery  shops,  one  harness  shop,  throe  blacksmith 
and  one  wagon  shops,  one  furniture  factory,  one 
flouring  mill,  one  lumber  mill,  one  livery  stable, 
one  hotel,  a meat  market,  three  churches — two 
Protestant  and  one  Catholic— a Masonic  lodge, 
and  a graded  school  of  three  departments. 

First  Things. — The  first  white  woman  to  claim 
a residence  in  Clearwater,  was  Mrs.  Abigail  P. 
Camp,  now  Mrs.  T.  C.  Porter,  who  came  in  August, 
1855,  in  the  capacity  of  housekeeper  for  the  town 
site  company.  The  next  was  Mrs.  J.  D.  Wheclock, 
the  same  fall.  Mrs.  Wheelock  died  in  the  autumn 
of  1881,  at  the  family  residence  in  Clearwater. 

The  first  white  child  born  was  Mary  Whiting,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  Newel  Whiting,  in  1857. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  in  this  vicinity  was 
performed  on  the  2d  of  September,  1855,  uniting 
the  destinies  of  J.  W.  Stevenson  and  Emma  limit, 
who  are  mentioned  in  the  town  history  of  Lyndon. 

Clearwater  had  neither  a Justice  of  the  Peace  or 
minister  at  that  date.  J.  W.  Stevenson  died  in 
August,  1850,  his  death  being  the  first  in  the  town. 

The  first  school  effort  was  under  direction  of  A. 
C.  Powers,  in  the  winter  of  1857  58;  the  second, 
by  Miss  Harvey,  afterwards  the  wife  of  Horatio* 
Houlton,  of  Elk  River,  Sherburne  county,  the  old 
building  first  used  as  a store  serving  as  a school 
house.  In  1800,  a school  building  was  erected 
the  first  in  the  place.  The  building  is  now  owned 
by  the  Catholic  church,  and  stands  on  the  hill, 
back  of  the  village  school  house. 

The  first  Physician  was  Dr.  J.  D.  Wheelock,  who 


located  in  the  autumn  of  1855,  and  has  since  con- 
tinued in  practice. 

A Post-oflice  was  established  in  1855,  and  Simon 
Stevens  commissioned  Postmaster.  In  1858,  he 
was  succeeded  by  W.  W.  Webster,  and  he  by  J. 
M.  Brown  in  1801,  ami  he  by  If.  It.  Cordon. 
About  two  years  later  it  passed  to  J.  A.  Stanton, 
then  to  J.  E.  Firte,  and  in  1873,  Jed  F.  Fuller  be- 
came Postmaster,  and  has  since  retained  the  office. 

The  first  hotel  was  built  in  1 855  by  Stevens, 
Webster,  and  Farwell,  Mrs.  A.  P.  Camp  assuming 
the  duties  of  hostess.  In  the  spring  of  1850,  they 
sold  the  furniture  and  rented  the  house  to  Mr. 
Allen,  the  blacksmith.  In  1857,  Frank  Morrison 
built  the  large  hotel  still  in  use,  and  known  as 
the  Morrison  House.  It  has  been  under  the  man- 
agement of  different  parties  since  its  erection,  and 
is  now  conducted  by  W.  It.  Blackburn. 

The  first  representative  of  the  legal  profession 
was  Willis  C.  Butler,  who  came  in  the  spring  of 
1857.  He  was  a delegate  to  the  convention  that 
placed  Abraham  Lincoln  in  nomination  for  his 
second  term,  and  at  one  time  took  an  active  part 
in  public  affairs.  He  died  here  on  the  13th  of 
April,  1881. 

lleligious  services  were  held  as  early  as  Decem- 
ber, 1855,  at  the  residence  of  Mr.  Dow,  near  the 
village,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Creighton,  of  Monticello, 
and  in  1857,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Chamberlain,  an  Episco- 
pal clergyman,  in  the  hotel  building  first  erected. 
Services  were  next  held  in  a two-story  building, 
the  lower  part  of  which  was  used  as  a store,  and 
the  upper  part  for  schools,  religious,  and  other 
public  meetings. 

A ferry  was  strung  across  the  Mississippi  at 
this  point  by  Stevens,  Talbott  & Co.,  in  the  spring 
of  1 845(5,  which  has  since  been  in  use.  It  has  sev- 
eral times  changed  hands  and  is  now  owned  by 
Iv.  A.  Lyons  and  Peter  Lemine. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  commenced  in  185G, 
at  the  mouth  of  Clearwater  river.  When  nearly 
ready  to  begin  work,  a freshet  carried  mill, 
dam,  and  everything  away,  and  no  further 
effort  was  made  until  the  year  following,  when 
Herman  Woodworth  built  a mill  on  the  same 
stream,  a mile  nbovo  the  former  site,  which 
was  torn  down  and  removed  in  I87(i.  A steam 
saw-mill  was  built  on  or  near  the  site  of  that  first 
mentioned,  in  1858,  by  Frank  Morrison,  which  in 
1878  was  removed  to  Motley,  Morrison  county. 

A flouring  mill  was  built  in  1858,  about  eighty 
rods  above  the  mouth  of  Clearwater  river,  by 
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Rogers  and  Mitchell.  Ten  years  later  it  was 
torn  down,  and  replaced  by  a larger  one,  under 
the  proprietorship  of  Davis  and  Beale,  who  had 
previously  purchased  the  mill  property.  Mr. 
Davis  still  retains  the  controlling  interest  in  the 
property,  the  linn  name  being  C.  F.  Davis  & (Jo. 

The  cheery  ring  of  the  anvil  was  heard  in  the 
summer  of  1855,  in  a shop  opened  by  Stevens, 
Webster  & Farwell,  who  soon  after  sold  to  Mr. 
Allen,  and  he,  in  1850,  to  George  Fuller. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  Seth  Gibbs  and 
Newel  Whiting,  in  1850,  in  a building  on  the 
river  bank  near  the  ferry.  The  following  spring 
W.  T.  Rigby  opened  another  store,  and  in  1858, 
a third  establishment  was  opened  by  S.  A.  Heard; 
soon  followed  by  a fourth,  by  ().  S.  Lock. 

In  1871,  a good  two  story  frame  school  house 
was  erected  on  the  upper  table  of  the  village  plat, 
in  which  two,  and  a portion  of  the  year,  three  de- 
partments are  maintained.  The  organization  of 
an  independent  district  was  eH'ceted  not  long  since, 
and  the  schools  are  making  commendable  progress. 
Two  other  schools  are  maintained  in  the  town  out- 
side the  village,  one  located  on  section  seven,  and 
the  other  on  section  twenty -two. 

CHURCHES. 

The  Methodist  Episcopate  Church  dates  its 
existence  from  the  23d  of  January,  1858,  when 
Rev.  Levi  Gleason  held  the  first  Methodist  ser- 
vice in  the  village  at  that  date,  and  organized  a 
class  of  six  members,  and  two  probationers.  James 
Lee  was  appointed  Class  leader,  and  Robert  Ly- 
ons and  Joseph  Pratt,  Stewards.  The  following 
named  pastors  have  succeeded  Mr.  Gleason's  first 
ministry,  iu  the  order  given:  B.  Blaine,  S.  T.  Ster- 
rett,  T.  M.  Berlin,  L.  Gleason,  Moses  S.  Harri- 
man,  C.  T.  Barkaloo,  Rev.  Mr.  Roel,  L.  Gleason, 
C.  T.  Garvin,  N.  Lathrop,  M.  B.  Smith,  J.  N. 
Henry,  and  L.  P.  Smith.  A parsonage  was  pur- 
chased by  the  society  here  several  years  ago,  and 
a neat  church  edifice  was  begun  in  the  summer 
of  1881,  which,  at  this  writing,  is  still  in  process 
of  construction. 

The  Conurhoational  Church  was  organized 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1850,  with  the  following 
membership:  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abel  Kent,  L.  II.  Hol- 
man and  wife,  If.  Woodworth,  and  Nathan  Walker, 
the  latter  being  elected  Deacon.  The  pastor 
was  O.  S.  Senter.  In  18(10,  Rev.  Royal  Twitch- 
ell,  then  pastor,  took  steps  loading  to  the  erec- 
tion of  a suitable  house  of  worship,  and  work 
was  soon  after  begun.  In  November  the  build- 


ing was  so  far  completed  as  to  be  used  for 
holding  the  regular  services,  and  on  the  1st  of 
May,  18G1,  it  was  completed  and  dedicated.  Rev. 
William  Crawford  became  pastor  at  this  time,  re- 
maining one  year,  and  in  November,  Rev.  William 
B.  Dodd  was  called  to  fill  the  pulpit,  remaining 
till  1867.  The  following  year  Rev.  J.  G.  D. 
Stearns  assumed  pastoral  charge,  remaining  until 
1876,  then  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Nelson  Clark, 
who  was  followed  a year  later  by  Rev.  P.  S.  Smith. 
Mr.  Smith  closed  his  labors  in  July,  1881,  since 
which  time  the  pulpit  has  been  vacant. 

The  officers  of  the  church  are:  Deacons,  Sam- 
uel Whiting,  George  Campbell,  A.  E.  Oakes,  and 
James  Abel;  Clerk,  F.  AV.  Webster.  The  present 
membership  is  about  seventy-five. 

The  Christian  Church  is  represented  by  a 
partially  organized  membership  of  about  twenty, 
and  hold  frequent  services  during  the  year,  being 
supplied  by  missionary  preachers. 

The  Catholics  have  a small  membership  in  the 
vicinity,  and  a few  years  ago  bought  the  old  school 
building,  which  has  since  been  partially  fitted  for 
service,  and  in  it  their  meetings  are  held  at  irreg- 
ular intervals. 

Societies. — In  August,  1858,  a Masonic  lodge 
was  instituted,  mention  of  which  occurs  in  the 
town  history  of  Lynden,  Stearns  county. 

A lodge  of  Good  Templars  was  organized  in 
March,  1881,  and  is  still  active. 

The  Patrons  of  Husbandry  were  also  well  rep- 
resented in  times  past,  but  are  not  now  in  ex- 
istence. 

Town  Organization.— Pursuant  to  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  relating  to  town  organizations, 
the  present  territory  embraced  in  Clearwater,  with 
that  since  organized  as  Corrinna,  was  set  apart  by 
the  County  Commissioners,  as  the  town  of  Chair- 
water,  and  a meeting  held  in  the  village  of  Clear- 
water on  the  11th  of  May,  1858,  at  which  the  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected:  Supervisors,  J.  D. 
Wlieelock,  Chairman,  Hiram  Woodworth,  and  Cy- 
rus Smith;  Clerk,  Samuel  Whiting;  Assessor,  John 
Townsend;  Collector,  J.  H.  Dunton;  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  J.  1).  Wlieelock  and  Thomas  Doble; 
Constables,  A.  II.  Williams,  and  J.  H.  Dunton; 
Overseer  of  the  Poor,  Simon  Stevens.  On  motion 
of  Simon  Stevens,  a tax  of  !$150  was  voted,  to  de- 
fray the  town  expenses  for  the  ensuing  year. 

During  the  Indian  troubles,  a stockade  was  built 
in  the  village,  where  a number  of  families  from 
tin1  timber  found  friendly  shelter  during  the  days 
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of  suspense  and  fear.  No  town  was  more  prompt 
to  respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers  during  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  about  Rixty  responding,  and 
serving  in  the  early  Regiments.  The  present  con- 
dition of  the  town  is  most  cheering;  good  farms, 
good  roads,  good  educational  and  religious  priv- 
ileges, a railroad  almost  completed,  a thriving  vil- 
lage; Clearwater  stands  among  the  foremost  towns 
in  the  county,  both  in  present  attainments  and  fu- 
ture prospects. 

The  cultivated  area  of  Clearwater  township  is 
2,572  acres,  and  the  products,  according  to  the  agri- 
cultural report  for  1880,  were: wheat,  18,544 bush- 
els; oats,  9,335  bushels;  corn,  22,005  bushels; 
barley,  18  bushels;  rye,  440  bushels;  potatoes, 
3,890  bushels;  beans,  39  bushels;  sugar  cane, 
3,043  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  216  tons;  wild  hay, 
1,689  tons;  wool,  1,046  pounds;  butter,  28,350 
pounds;  and  honey,  50  pounds. 

BIOGRArniOATi. 

Ciiaules  H.  Barrett,  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1854.  His  father  was  a farmer,  to  which  business 
Charles  gave  his  attention  till  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  and  then  learned  the  harness  business.  He 
came  to  Clearwater  hi  1869,  engaged  in  the  har- 
ness business  in  1878,  and  continues  the  same  to 
this  date.  He  married  Miss  Minnie  P.  Heath,  of 
Sauk  Centre,  on  the  21st  of  September,  1879.  They 
have  one  child;  Chester  O.,  born  June  12tli,  1880. 

George  B.  Benson  was  born  in  Stowe,  Lamoille 
county,  Vermont,  in  the  year  1824.  He  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  farm  on  which  he  was  employed 
until  thirty  years  of  age.  He  was  then  engaged 
in  the  freighting  business  for  five  years,  after  which 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  resided  in  Minneapolis 
six  months.  In  the  spring  of  1860,  he  came  to 
Cleanvator,  and  has  identified  himself  with  the  pro- 
gressive a Hairs  of  the  town  ever  since.  He  owns 
and  carries  on  a farm  in  Lyndon,  Stearns  county 
but  resides  in  the  village.  Mr.  Benson  has  been 
twice  married;  first  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Barrows,  of 
Canada,  in  1847,  who  died  in  August,  1870,  leav- 
ing six  children;  Charles  S.,  Ida  A.,  Walter  S., 
Cora  M.,  George  I.,  and  Alice.  His  present  wife 
was  Miss  Mary  A.  Tewksbury. 

Alonzo  T.  Boyington  dates  his  birth  in  New 
York  State,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1833.  He 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native 
State,  and  when  twenty  years  of  age,  went  to  Illi- 
nois and  remained  one  year.  He  came  to  Clear- 


water township  in  1854,  and  selected  a claim  on 
sections  one,  two,  eleven,  and  twelve.  He  is  one 
of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the  town,  and  has  re- 
sided on  the  old  homestead  for  twenty-seven  years, 
while  Minnesota  has  sprung  from  an  obscure  terri- 
tory to  a wealthy  and  populous  State.  Mr.  Boy- 
inton  was  married  on  the  22d  of  March,  1857,  to 
Miss  Isabella  R.  Campbell,  of  Canada.  Their 
children  are,  John  E.,  Harriet  F.,  Annie  J.,  Amelia 
O.,  Ida  J.,  Lettie  E.,  and  Mary  A. 

Hugh  E.  H.  Campbell  is  a native  of  Scotland, 
born  in  the  year  1848.  He  learned  the  milling 
business  in  his  native  country,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1869.  He  came  at  once  to  Clearwater,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  milling  here  ever  since.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Helen  Hudek, 
of  Maple  Lake,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1880. 

Edwin  P.  Crossman  was  born  in  Kennebec 
county,  Maine,  in  the  year  1852.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm,  receiving  such  education  as  the  schools 
of  the  vicinity  afforded.  When  he  was  twenty 
years  old,  he  went  to  Lynn,  Massachusetts,  and 
followed  the  shoe  business  for  five  years.  In  1878, 
he  came  to  Clearwater,  and  formed  a partnership 
with  S.  M.  Phillips,  in  a hardware  and  dry  goods 
business.  After  a couple  of  years  the  partnership 
was  dissolved  and  the  stock  divided,  Mr.  Cross- 
man taking  the  hardware  department,  which  lie 
still  carries  on.  He  was  married  on  the  18th  of 
December,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  Hall,  of  Stillwater. 
They  have  one  child,  named  Arie,  born  on  the  7th 
of  March,  1881. 

Edward  Clocker,  a native  of  England,  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  December,  1830.  He  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade  in  youth,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1852,  stopping  for  some  time  in  Mil- 
waukee, Wisconsin,  and  Galena,  Illinois.  Then 
went  to  the  copper  mines  on  Lake  Superior,  where 
for  five  years  ho  was  engaged  in  mining.  He  then 
went  to  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin,  for  five  years,  and 
in  1868,  came  to  Clearwater,  when;  he  now  re- 
sides, working  at  his  trade.  He  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Davis  in  1860.  They 
have  had  two  children,  Catharine  and  Richard. 
• His  wife  died  in  1864. 

D.  S.  Doyon  was  born  in  Franklin  county,  Ver- 
mont, in  the  year  1853.  When  eleven  years  old 
he  commenced  clerking  in  a dry  goods  store, 
which  was  his  occupation  until  coming  to  Minne- 
sota in  1871.  The  first  summer  was  spent  on  a 
farm,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  a lumber 
ollioe  at  Clearwater  for  three  years,  and  in  a flour- 
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ing  mill  for  tlie  next  three  years.  He  then  went 
to  Rochester,  and  after  a year’s  stay  there,  returned 
and  was  employed  in  the  Hearing  mill  of  Davis  & 
Beal  at  this  place  until  January,  1880,  when  he 
purchased  Mr.  Beal’s  interest,  and  is  still  a partner. 

John  Dodds,  a native  of  Michigan,  was  bom 
in  the  year  183G.  He  commenced  to  work  in  a 
saw  mill  in  early  life.  Came  to  Minnesota  in 
I860,  engaging  in  lumber  business  in  Clearwater 
which  he  still  continues.  He  married  Miss  Ma- 
tilda Connick  in  1872.  They  have  three  children; 
Della,  Edward,  and  an  infant  not  named. 

Jed  F.  Fuller  was  born  in  Milton,  Chitten- 
den county,  Vermont,  on  the  10th  of  January, 
1839.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  directed  his 
son’s  early  footsteps  amid  the  routine  of  farming 
labors.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  Jed  F.  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade,  and  clerked  for  two  years.  He 
came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  on  the  16tli  of 
June,  1857.  His  father  had  come  the  year  before, 
with  whom  he  lived  till  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
the  Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  about  four  years.  In  1865,  he  returned  to 
Clearwater,  and  engaged  in  mercantile  business, 
which  he  has  continued  to  this  date.  He  has 
served  the  town  as  Supervisor  and  Assessor,  and 
has  held  other  local  offices.  Has  been  Postmaster 
since  1873.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Nortlirup, 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  19th  of  March, 
1864.  Their  children  are,  Edna  M.,  Leslie  G., 
and  Lester  J.,  who  are  twins,  and  Marion  L. 

James  Hibbard,  a native  of  New  York,  was 
bom  in  the  year  1828.  In  1850,  he  went  to  Can- 
ada, and  farmed  for  seven  years,  then  moved  to 
Wright  county,  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a farm 
in  Silver  Creek  township.  After  farming  till  1871, 
ho  moved  to  Clearwater  and  engaged  in  the  livery 
business,  which  ho  still  continues.  lie  married 
Miss  Eveline  Foster,  and  they  have  four  children; 
Edgar,  John,  Jennette  A.,  and  Louisa. 

William  J.  Kirk,  a native  of  Aroostook  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  August,  1826,  at- 
taining manhood  on  a farm,  and  learning  the  har- 
ness making  trade.  In  1854,  he  went  to  Illinois, 
remaining  one  year;  then  went  to  Minneapolis  Min- 
nesota, for  one  year;  then  to  Clearwater  in  the 
spring  of  1856,  engaging  in  the  livery  and  car- 
penter business  for  two  years,  after  which  he  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  harness  till  1879. 
During  this  time  he  bought  the  ferry  of  J.  F. 
Folbert,  and  controlled  the  same  till  1880,  when 
he  sold  it.  He  also  owns  a farm  in  Clear  Lake, 


Sherburne  county,  where  he  has  lived  for  the  last 
twelve  years.  He  married  Miss  Amy  Stevenson, 
of  Clear  Lake,  in  July,  1860.  They  have  two 
children;  William  H.  and  Mary  A. 

Samuel  Kirk,  a native  of  Bangor,  Maine,  was 
born  on  the  lGtli  of  June,  1831.  He  was  raised 
on  a farm,  and  learned  the  harness  making  trade 
at  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick,  which  he  followed 
for  eight  years;  then  went  to  Wilmington,  Will 
comity,  Illinois,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
two  years;  then  came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota, 
in  1856.  Here  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work  and 
teaming  for  two  years,  and  in  1858,  engaged  in 
farming,  living  in  the  village  for  one  year,  after 
which  he  moved  to  his  farm  in  section  eleven, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Miss  Maria 
Baskervill,  of  New  York,  on  the  lltli  of  July, 
1859.  Their  children  are,  William  J.,  Ella  M. 
and  Effie  B.,  twins,  and  Samuel  B. 

Robert  A.  Lyons  was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  22d 
of  August,  1844.  He  came  to  Minnesota  with  his 
parents  in  1856,  who  settled  in  Lynden,  Steams 
county.  He  worked  on  the  farm  until  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  then  for  two  years,  was  employed 
in  the  transportation  business  from  St.  Cloud  to 
Fort  Abercrombie,  and  the  next  five  or  six  years 
were  spent  in  running  a ferry  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  In  1869,  he  moved  his  family  from  Lynden 
to  Clearwater,  and  the  next  year,  took  the  mail 
contract  from  Clearwater  to  Clear  Lake,  running 
a stage  to  connect  with  the  trains.  In  1880,  he 
purchased  and  now  owns  a half  interest  in  the  ferry 
at  Clearwater.  Miss  Louisa  J.  Meacham,  of  How- 
ard Lake,  became  his  wife  on  the  9th  of  May,  1872 

James  Maxwell,  deceased,  was  born  in  Scotland, 
in  the  year  1821.  He  emigrated  to  America  in 
1842,  locating  at  Springfield,  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  for  four  years;  then  returned  to  Scotland 
for  one  year,  after  which  he  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating at  Litchfield,  Herkimer  county,  New  York. 
He  was  employed  on  a farm  there  till  1857,  when 
he  came  to  Clearwater  and  bought  a farm  in  sec- 
tion twenty-three.  He  married  Miss  Christina 
Connell,  of  Scotland,  on  the  18th  of  November 
1849.  Their  children  are,  Mary  A.,  Margaret  A., 
Katie  C.,  James  A.,  Julia  E.,  Lottie  M.,  and  Dena 
I.  Mr.  Maxwell  died  on  the  4th  of  April  1872. 

Isaac  E.  Merrill  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  in  the  year  1840.  When  he 
was  a small  boy,  the  family  moved  to  Jefferson 
county,  where  he  participated  in  the  labors  of  the 
farm  till  he  left  the  State.  He  came  to  Minnesota 


, 1 ..  : • ■'  ; I< 

/ 1:  !•  i .!  (I'li 

i fii  V !'  V ■ (H  'iO  ■ ' - : r J, 

, '<]'  ' fr  1 

' 'in  I.*-/.  'Uai'.ii),  ; :■  , 

,fU  ---v.'i - ■ fii «'i  •‘■v-ivM  '■  <)}  (HHiMift  lS**’U  ,W<*V  owd 


; r -I  OJi 

oi, jT  ,r>-  ti i iu 

CJ  > } 

. 1 ■gci.ir  • 

'•  1 

;v  •o’t  nr 

a./r.'-vv. 

vt  f f fJiJ  ii  » 

h-  ■ . 

i .0  X 

• 

'■  i.iOiO  vl  i J; 

.‘•or  (4  A 

' ;i.i  ai  ■ ,f'  f.-iq 

oj : /l.  ■ h 

f.‘-  .-.Off;  ■ P; 

. U.i 

bin-  i 

J'OiOI-.'d'  . • V 

.H  .j.-OO 

• 

• . our  . . 

.1  .! 

•••  U 7 • 

.00 

;l  V]'v  ! f ’ ,;J  ■ . 

: i i E ,0  L>J is 

'Of 

llJll'  ! 

• • • i : 

.■I  :i  O 1 '■  1 j : f i 

■ , 1 • .'oiovot 

iiru 

a 1 .‘1:0-  -. 

»i  -; 

' 

'•iM.'i  'll,i 

, ' - : , ■ 

!'  : 1 
: : . >ii  ‘ ■ ;n  .v  ■ o.<  ■ •.  :nW  V a 

■ • >r  ;i%]  ,V  ».•?*:!  * il  ;>  : I- • !|  ;.:1  h;  ’ 

1 !'  j * i ,>>  > ", i.  . 1 i:l  , 

<■  <•>  ■■■  .i. . - .;.i  (■•!!  ;'  . * . . , , 

: j ■ i L ' . , . . : ! --S',.'  ! ,•  I 

- ..  j i'''.'1  i i <r  i;-  s . ■]  '}  'i.'.1 

' ■ ■ ' * •;!.  . Ei  ; .1  ; ,, . .,  v o/7  . ,.--.1/ ':.rr,‘j  h 

1 ■ ••  lib  >■'  ; i'  ' U<  i 

....  ’.I  "i.'t  t nHlToEt  : : t,  i:i4l  >1  . ) u ■;  :i-v< 
h . ' ■■■  - Hio.b'.l 

; : ’•!'(:  ■ ' . i j 1 1 

If  1 -'-‘4  il  • , ' :■  fit'  ’.-l  . .“ ■!  ! j : f 

|.  i it-  ■ "/■:  i >»  ‘f  ■ . !:  i ; : 1 i [ f ■ ! si-oil  > ,1 

oi  5 • jhi  ,u  ■)  t • l &UMX  !• . 

. •'.i(  : icjil'!  ; ■ ,,  ■■■.■  : . 

: ' ,(>'!>,,  :.iii  ‘ ■ ' f " : f ■■ 

I;  it ,%'c  •’  1 .< ....  : :'!‘5  ..  ’ : ^ : t 1 

'j.  1 r I . > I ■ 

, 4!  !:  ii.i  U 

>1  1 '-i lil ■'  l.iii'i  ,«;f'  ,v4  V i 

'■  ' ; ,J-  >'-'f  I'.,  ' ill.  I . ■ ; . rif  • ' 

-dj.'  Zi.  -n  •)-,  .f;.  ; £ tjj  , ■■  x : - i . : hS 

oi  yt.J:  h;  :.y  nr  b . } -m 

l-V:-  L ' 1 ' ...  A i.  1 1 v ■ . ■ '/ 

• li.  1 :.i  /■  ‘ V ' •,  ' ! . : ■ ifi 

,<i  Aot"  «;••>!  ‘ ! ill, o-  ..  .1,  v V 

,5p:  ,, ; >•! fr-,. i />  H f‘8^  ol  . i . .a-;., «-y.  If 

. • ■ i.  ; ■ i . ■•  ' 1 11 ' "■ 

JA':  ai  ■ *(i  ’ i sil  ..ol-,:  ■ f ,>,i;i4#fsrn  ano;; 

y,  ■■■:■'  ti  ■ ; E.-j  i ; -fiirt"-.  o 

v-i  ; . i , "M'" 

.1.  ' ) . l > i;  '■■■•.  ’ ; ‘ 1 


524 


HISTORY  OR  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


in  1807,  and  located  on  a farm  in  section  eleven, 
in  the  town  of  Clearwater,  Wright  county,  where 
he  still  resides. 

Shear  Markham,  a native  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  April,  1813.  He 
grew  to  manhood  on  a farm,  participating  in  its 
labors  until  1838,  when  ho  went  to  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  till  1854,  and  removed  to  Clearwater, 
Minnesota,  taking  a claim  on  section  seven.  He 
was  the  first  to  open  a farm  and  build  a house  in 
the  town,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  In  1857, 
went  to  Cannon  Falls,  Goodhue  county,  remaining 
seven  years;  then  returned  to  Clearwater,  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  wagons,  and  adding  a gen- 
eral blacksmith  department,  which  he  continued 
for  some  years.  In  the  meantime  he  conducted  a 
farm,  to  which  he  has  given  his  entire  attention 
since  closing  his  shop.  Mr.  Markham  was  County 
Commissioner  and  Assessor  before  the  town  was 
organized.  He  married  Miss  Lucinda  Luce,  on 
the  25th  of  October,  1835.  They  have  ten  chil- 
dren; Homer,  Ursula,  Martha  J.,  Manvilky  Anna 
E.,  Kozela  I.,  Alfred,  Willie,  Minnie,  and  George  L. 

Thomas  C.  Porter  was  born  in  Montgomery 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1825. 
He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  acquiring, 
in  the  meantime,  the  trade  of  shoemaker.  When 
he  was  twenty-one  yearn  old,  he  went  to  8t.  Louis, 
Missouri,  and  after  working  at  his  trade  a short 
time,  embarked  in  a steamboat  for  the  Ujiper 
Mississippi.  Arriving  at  St.  Paul,  lie  started  for 
Fort  Garry  with  .'in  ox-team,  being  thirty-five  days 
on  the  road.  He  spent  the  winter  with  his  brother, 
who  had  a trading  post  at  that  point,  and  the  fol- 
lowing .Tune,  returned  to  St.  Paul.  Went  again 
to  Fort  Garrv  in  the  fall,  and  during  that  winter, 
(1848  49)  was  engaged  in  selling  goods  to  the 
soldiers  and  others  at  the  fort.  In  June,  1849,  lie 
went  to  Dakota  Territory,  and  spent  the  summer 
trading  with  the  Indians.  Returning  to  St.  Paul, 
he  engaged  in  the  transportation  business  between 
that  place  and  Crow  Wing,  and  in  the  winter  of 
1849  50,  located  at  Little  Falls,  and  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  there  for  two  years.  The 
next  two  years  were  spent  in  the  transportation  of 
goods  from  St.  Paul  to  the  upper  country,  and  in 
1853,  he  took  a claim  on  section  thirty-five,  in  the 
present  town  of  Clear  Lake,  Sherburne  county, 
being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  locality.  On  the 
8th  of  March,  1855,  lie  selected  the  claim  in  Clear- 
water township,  which  has  been  his  home  ever 


since,  moving  thereto  the  following  year.  Mr. 
Porter  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  Wright 
county,  and  has  held  a number  of  county  and 
town  offices.  He  is  now  a member  of  the  State 
Legislature.  Mrs.  Abigail  P.  Camp  became  his 
wife  in  the  fall  of  1855.  They  have  one  daugh- 
ter, Maud  J.,  born  in  1852.  Mrs.  Porter  was  the 
first  white  woman  to  reside  in  Clearwater,  being 
housekeeper  at  the  Hotel,  for  the  town-site 
company. 

George  O.  Pratt  was  bom  in  Afton,  Chenango 
county,  New  York,  on  the  17tli  of  May,  1843.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  till 
he  attained  manhood.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  lie 
enlisted  in  the  Twenty-seventh  New  York  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  serving  about  two  years,  when  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Fifteenth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  serving  for  two  years  more.  After  re- 
ceiving his  discharge,  went  to  Michigan  and  farmed 
for  about  two  years,  then  moved  to  Clearwater, 
Minnesota,  and  located  on  sections  ten  and  four- 
teen, where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Mi- 
nerva Merrill,  of  Michigan,  in  April,  1855.  Their 
children  are,  Clara,  Jesse  P.,  Bertha  M.,  and 
Emile  G. 

Harrison  J.  Hanney,  a native  of  Aslifield, 
Franklin  county,  Massachusetts,  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1824.  He  was  raised  on  a farm, 
following  agricultural  pursuits  till  twenty-five 
ytfars  of  age.  Then  went  to  Arkansas,  engaging 
in  mercantile  business  for  four  years;  then  moved 
to  Michigan,  engaged  in  farming  for  four  years, 
and  m mercantile  business  for  Jive  years;  then 
came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  and  has  been  in 
the  employ  of  Samuel  Whiting  as  a salesman  ever 
since.  He  married  Miss  Helen  McConnell  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1855.  They  have  three  children; 
Frank  II.,  born  April  15th,  1857;  Fred  A.,  born 
May  29th,  1859;  and  Minnette,  born  March  13, 
1851. 

Simon  Stevens,  a native  of  Lower  Canada,  was 
born  in  May,  1827,  where  he  resided,  working  on  a 
farm  till  1850,  when  he  came  to  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota. The  first  winter  he  engaged  in  cutting 
wood  on  Nicollet  Island,  and  the  following  sum- 
mer farmed  on  the  town  site  of  Minneapolis,  cut- 
ting hay  where  the  Nicollet  House  now  stands. 
The  following  winter  was  spent  in  the  pineries  on 
Rum  river.  In  1852,  he,  in  company  with  Calvin 
Tuttle  made  a tour  through  some  of  the  neigh- 
boring districts,  and  made  a claim  at  the  outlet  of 
Lake  Minnetonka.  Here  they  built  a saw  mill, 
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and  operated  it  jointly  till  1854,  when  Mr.  Ste- 
vens sold  liis  interest  to  liis  partner,  and  worked 
for  him  the  following  year.  In  thespringof  1855, 
he  came  to  Clearwater,  and  in  company  with 
Messrs.  Webster  and  Farwcll,  pre-empted  the  land 
on  which  the  village  of  Clearwater  now  stands; 
built  a log  house,  platted  the  village,  kept  the 
first  hotel,  and  burned  the  first  lime  kiln  in  the 
town.  In  1858,  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  on 
section  thirty-live,  and  has  lived  here  ever  since. 
He  married  Miss  Kate  C.  Cole,  of  Canada,  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1857.  They  have  laid  four 
children,  but  two  of  whom  are  living;  Henry  A., 
born  on  the  6th  of  March,  1858,  and  Charles  M., 
born  on  the  8th  of  July,  1861. 

Robert  Shaw  was  born  in  Ohio,  on  the  16th  of 
October,  1836.  He  learned  the  shoe  making  trade 
in  youth,  and  came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  in 
1857.  He  has  been  employed  at  his  trade  and 
controlled  a general  boot  and  shoe  establishment 
ever  since.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Johnson,  of 
Ohio,  on  the  16th  of  August,  1850.  They  have 
one  child,  Willis  A.,  born  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1860. 

Cyrus  Smith,  a native  of  Wayne  county,  New 
York,  was  born  in  the  year  1830.  His  father  was 
a merchant,  and  Cyrus  helped  in  the  store  till  he 
left  his  native  State,  on  the  6tli  of  May,  1856. 
Mr.  Smith  came  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  soon 
after  leaving  New  York,  and  located  on  sections 
twenty-one  and  twenty-two,  in  Clearwater  town, 
and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  to  settle  in  the  .town,  and  has  been 
a member  of  the  board  of  Supervisors  most  of  the 
time  since.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  W.  Long- 
worth  on  the  23d  of  August,  1860.  They  have 
four  children;  Frank  L .,  Mary  L.,  Caroline  C., 
and  Oetavia  L. 

Leroy  Shaw  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
Minnesota,  in  the  year  1856.  Flis  father,  James 
Shaw,  came  to  Clearwater  in  1857,  and  located  on 
a farm  in  section  eight,  and  followed  farming  till 
his  death  in  1875.  His  son  Leroy  has  come  into 
possession  of  the  old  farm,  and  lives  there  af 
present.. 

Seymour  Smith,  a native  of  Lower  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  24th  of  December,  1821).  He  at- 
tained manhood  on  a farm  with  his  parents,  and 
engaged  in  mercantile  business  for  five  years  prior 
to  leaving  his  native  country.  He  came  to  Clear- 
water, Minnesota,  in  1857;  conducted  a farm  one 
year;  then  went  to  Neenah,  now  St.  Augusta, 


Stearns  county,  for  one  year;  thence  to  Clear  Lake, 
Sherburne  county,  for  two  years;  then,  in  1861, 
returned  to  Clearwater,  where  he  has  since  lived 
on  section  seven.  He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Big- 
gerstall',  in  1861.  They  have,  three  children;  Jen- 
nie 0.,  Mary  II.,  and  Ilollen  E. 

Philii?  Schwab,  a native  of  Germany,  was  born 
in  the  year  1830.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  with  his  parents  in  1834,  locating  in  Penn- 
sylvania. At  the  age  of  twenty,  he  went  to  New 
Orleans,  engaged  in  a tan-yard  one  year;  then  to 
St.  Louis,  Missouri,  in  a drug  store  for  two  years. 
He  then  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  varied  callings  till  the  Rebellion  broke 
out,  when  lie  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-seventh  Illi- 
nois Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three  years.  After 
receiving  his  discharge,  came  to  Rockford,  Wright 
county,  and  was  in  the  mercantile  business  for  two 
years;  thence  to  Minneapolis  one  year;  thence  to 
Clearwater,  and  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade  for 
seven  years,  when  he  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness, which  he  still  continues.  He  married  Miss 
Hattie  Heberling  on  the  9th  of  October,  1869. 
They  have  four  children;  Lizzie  M.>  (diaries  D., 
Edward  P.,  and  William  G. 

William  Vorse,  a native  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  was  born  in  October,  1808.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of.  Clearwater,  coming  in  1855, 
and  locating  on  Fish  creek,  in  section  seven,  where 
he  lived  six  years.  He  then  moved  to  the  village 
of  Clearwater,  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
wagons,  having  learned  the  trade  in  youth.  He 
married  Miss  Lois  Heart,  of  Westfield,  Massachu- 
setts. They  have  one  son ; Charles  H. 

Charles  H.  Vorse  was  bom  in  Illinois,  on  the 
24th  of  March,  1846.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  lie 
enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Voliuiter  Infan- 
try, serving  three  years.  After  being  discharged, 
learned  the  wagon-making  business,  which  he  con- 
tinues' to  follow,  lie  has  had  a shop  of  his  own 
for  the  last  three  years.  Married  Miss  Ella  Bor- 
genrief  December  25tli,  1869.  They  have  two 
children;  Lois  M.  and  Nellie. 

William  W.  Webster  was  born  in  Canada  East, 
in  April,  1832.  lie  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
merchandising  prior  to  coming  to  Minnesota,  in 
1857.  He  then  came  to  Clearwater,  and  worked 
one  year  for  the  town-site  company;  then  clerked 
in  a store  and  dealt  in  cattle  and  lumber  till  1861, 
when  he  went  to  St.  Anthony  as  agent  for  the 
Freight  and  Transportation  company  for  some 
time.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Third  Minnesota 
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Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till  December,  1864. 
Then  returned  to  Clearwater,  and  was  out  of  bus- 
iness for  about  two  years  on  account  of  ill-liealtli; 
then  clerked  for  some  time,  and  has  since  con- 
ducted a general  store  on  his  own  account.  He 
married  Miss  Melvina  Woodworth  in  September, 
1801.  They  had  two  children;  William  F.  and 
Charles  H.  His  wife  died  in  the  fall  of  1808,  and 
he  married  Miss  Lucy  C.  Walker,  in  August,  1872. 
They  have  two  children;  Wallace  and  Anna  L. 

Jared  R.  Wheelock,  a native  of  Montpelier 
Washington  county,  Vermont,  was  born  on  the 
28th  of  September,  1820.  He  received  his  early 
education  at  home,  and  subsequently  attended  lec. 
tures  at  the  Medical  College  at  Woodstock,  Ver- 
mont. He  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  at 
Greensboro’,  in  1843,  where  he  continued  for  two 
years;  then  went  to  Stowe  and  practiced  till  1855, 
when  he  moved  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  taking 
a claim  on  sections  one  and  two,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  practicing.  He  was  the  first  phy- 
sician in  Wright  county;  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  township;  and  also  Chairman  of  the 
first  board  of  Supervisors;  Town  Treasurer  at  the 
same  time,  and  long  a member  of  the  School  Board. 
During  the  war,  was  Surgeon  of  the  board  of  en- 
rollment of  the  second  district  of  Minnesota,  having 
his  headquarters  at  St.  Paul.  He  married  Miss 
Mary  Robinson,  of  Stowe,  Vermont,  on  the  18th  of 
January,  1845.  They  have  two  children;  Isabel 
M.,  born  on  the  17th  of  November,  1849,  and  Fan- 
nie L.,  born  on  the  3d  of  January,  1804. 

Horace  Webster,  a native  of  Canada  East,  was 
born  on  the  0th  of  July,  1828.  In  184!),  he  came 
to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  engaged  in  lum- 
bering for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  went 
with  Simon  Stevens  to  Minnetonka,  and  thence  to 
Clearwater  and  assisted  in  platting  the  village, 
building  a hotel,  etc.  In  1857,  located  on  sections 
one  and  twelve,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married 
Miss  Marinda  Pease,  in  1854.  They  have  three 
children;  Mary  M.,  George  N.,  and  Fred. 

Isaac  Whitney  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the  9th 
of  March,  1830.  He  went  to  Franklin  county, 
Vermont,  when  a young  man,  learned  the  black-' 
smith  trade',  and  worked  at  the  business  till  1880, 
wliiai  he  moved  to  Clearwater,  Minnesota,  where  he 
continues  his  chosen  business.  He  was  one  year 
in  the  Twelfth  Vermont  Regiment  during  the  war. 
He  married  Miss  Julia  Draper,  of  Sheldon,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  201  h of  December,  185!).  'They  have 
three  children;  Levi  R.,  Lucy  0.,  and  Flora  INI . 


William  P.  West,  a native  of  Lewis  county, 
Kentucky,  was  born  on  the  23d  of  October,  1842. 
At  the  age  of  thirteen,  the  family  moved  to  Pope 
county,  Hlinois.  In  the  spring  of  1862,  William 
enlisted  in  the  Sixty-second  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, serving  four  years.  In  1800,  he  went  to 
Washington  county,  Illinois,  and  was  engaged  in 
farming  two  years;  then  hi  1868,  moved  to  Lyn- 
den,  Stearns  county,  and  took  a homestead  on  sec- 
tion eight,  where  lie  lived  till  1870,  when  he  sold 
out  and  came  to  Clearwater,  locating  on  section 
fifteen.  He  married  Miss  Martha  J.  Moore,  of 
Jefferson  county,  Illinois,  on  the  24th  of  May,  1860. 
Their  children  are,  Frank  A.,  Annie  M.,  Harry  C., 
Rose,  and  Walter  G. 


FRANKFORT. 

CHAPTER  CXXIV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  

ORGANIZATION — SCHOOLS — RELIGIOUS AGRICUL- 
TURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  town  lies  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  28,000  acres, 
3,693  being  under  cultivation.  Along  the  Crow 
river,  which  forms  the  eastern  boundary,  the  sur- 
face is  quite  broken,  and  the  soil  light  and  sandy, 
but  the  interior  of  the  township  is  quite  pro- 
ductive. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  this  town  was 
Thomas  Dean,  a native  of  New  Brunswick,  who 
settled  on  his  present  farm  in  section  nine  in  July, 
1854.  He  was  followed  the  next  year  by  Henry 
Aydt,  a native  of  Germany,  who  settled  on  section 
thirteen  and  still  lives  there.  James  Dixon,  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  also  came  in  the  spring  of  the  lat- 
ter year  and  settled  on  his  present  farm  in  section 
thirty- two. 

William  Elliot  settled  on  section  twenty  in  the 
spring  of  1850,  and  was  soon  followed  by  others. 
“Many  Americans  were  among  the  first  settlers,  but 
the  last  twenty  years  have  witnessed  the  arrival  of 
a large  number  of  Germans,  the  majority  now 
being  of  that  nationality.  The  population,  ac- 
cording to  the  last  census,  was  808  persons. 

The  little  village  of  St.  Michael’s  is  situated  at 
the  corners  of  sections  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  and 
fourteen,  and  contains  one  church,  hotel,  black- 
smith shop,  two  stores,  schools,  etc. 
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There  is  also  a little  village,  called  Hanover,  in 
section  thirty-six,  in  the  southeast  corner  of  the 
township.  It  is  on  Crow  river,  and  has  a saw  mill, 
hotel,  blacksmith  shop,  and  general  store. 

The  town  was  organized  and  the  first  election 
held  on  the  11th  of  May,  1859,  but  the  first  town 
records  were  not  preserved,  thus  rendering  it  im- 
possible to  give,  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  the 
early  political  events. 

The  township  is  divided  into  live  school  dis- 
tricts, with  a neat  school  house  in  each.  There  is 
also  a religious  school  at  St.  Michael’s,  taught  by 
the  Sisters  of  Charity. 

The  agricultural  products  of  Frankfort,  accord- 
to  the  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  40,472  bush- 
els; oats,  22,278  bushels;  corn,  23,496  bushels; 
barley,  641  bushels;  rye,  10  bushels;  potatoes, 
8,223  bushels;  cultivated  hay,  148  tons;  wild  hay 
1,465  tons;  wool,  2,877  pounds,  and  butter,  16,700 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Frank  T.  Aydt  is  a native  of  Baden,  Ger- 
many, born  on  the  18th  of  December,  1840.  His 
father  came  to  America  in  1850,  and  the  family, 
the  following  year.  They  located  in  Minnesota, 
and  in  1865,  came  to  Frankfort.  Finally,  our 
subject  started  in  general  merchandise  business  in 
St.  Michael's,  and  has  a stock  of  about  $3,000. 
Owns  four  and  a half  acres  in  the  village  and  two 
hundred  just  outside.  He  has  been  a member  of 
the  board  of  Supervisors,  and  for  fourteen  years 
has  been  Postmaster.  Mr.  Aydt  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Engel,  a native  of  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany.  They  have  had  eleven  chil- 
dren; nine  are  living,  six  girls  and  three  boys. 

Jam ics  Dixon  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  March, 
1823.  Ilis  mother  died  when  lie  was  one  year  old, 
and  at  seventeen,  he  removed  to  Scotland,  where 
he  was  employed  on  farms  for  about  two  years. 
Then,  for  three  years,  he  was  farming  in  Eng- 
land, and  after  visiting  his  native  place  a short 
time,  he  came,  in  April,  1855,  to  America.  Was 
engaged  in  Westchester  county,  New  York,  for 
some  time,  and  then  came  to  Minnesota;  pre- 
empted land  in  Frankfort  on  section  thirty-two, 
and  at  present  has  over  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
on  which  is  his  residence.  Miss  Sarah  Cochran, 
his  wife,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  October,  1833,  in 
Ireland,  where  she  resided  until  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, in  1817,  the  marriage  taking  place  in  1854. 
They  have  seven  children;  Mary,  John,  Thomas, 
I'.h/.abet h,  William  .James,  Andrew,  and  Robert. 


The  oldest  daughter  is  married  to  John  Forsythe, 
and  resides  in  this  place. 

Thomas  Dean,  probably  the  first  settler  of  this 
town,  is  a native  of  New  Brunswick.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  his  native  place  in  farming  and  the  lum- 
ber business  until  the  first  of  July,  1854,  when 
he  came  to  Minnesota  and  on  the  20th  of  the  same 
month,  to  his  present  farm,  which  was  then  in  a 
wild  state,  but  is  now  under  good  cultivation.  On 
the  1st  of  November,  1857,  lie  was  married  to  Miss 
Lavinia  Weaver,  who  is  also  a native  of  New 
Brunswick.  Of  seven  children  born  to  them,  five 
are  living.  His  oldest  son,  James  Alfred,  is  mar- 
ried and  lives  on  part  of  his  father’s  farm. 

William  Elliott  was  born  in  the  northern  part 
of  Ireland,  on  the  11th  of  March,  1834.  He  was 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  1852,  when 
he  came  to  America.  Resided  for  two  years  in 
Orleans  county,  New  York,  and  after  traveling  for 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  came  to  Minnesota 
in  April,  1856,  and  the  following  August,  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  but  did  not  settle  on  it 
till  1858.  In  September,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  first  Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery, 
and  served  one  year.  Mr.  Elliott  had  a brother  who 
enlisted  and  was  discharged  the  same  time  with 
himself,  and  another  who  was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  The  Wilderness  after  a service  of  two  years.  Was 
married  in  1855,  to  Miss  Anna  Gallilier,  of  Ireland. 
They  have  had  three  children ; two  are  living,  Wil- 
liam James  and  John. 

John  Forsythe  was  born  in  St.  Johns,  New 
Brunswick,  in  1846.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
he  removed  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  to  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  in  1866,  thence  to  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin, where  ho  remained  until  coming  to  Min- 
nesota in  1869.  Was  for  a time  in  St.  Paul,  then 
in  Minneapolis,  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  came  to  Frankfort  in  1870,  and  the  following 
year  purchased  his  present  farm,  and  bince  1874, 
has  resided  here.  Air.  Forsythe  served  a few 
months  in  the  Government  Artillery  at  Boston, 
during  the  Rebellion.  Was  married  to  Miss  Alary 
L.  Dixon  in  1873.  They  have  a family  of  three 
girls  and  one  boy. 

Peter  Holland  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  in 
1827.  At  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  ho  came 
to  America,  located  in  New  Orleans,  -where  he  re- 
mained till  1855,  and  came  to  Alinnesota.  He  was 
employed  for  several  years  by  Frank  Wcizel  in 
building  a dam  in  Dayton,  Hennepin  county.  In 
1865,  he  came  to  Frankfort  and  located  his  pres- 
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ent  farm.  Mr.  Holland  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ann  Conners,  of  Ireland,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  in  the  state  of  Illinois.  Hi  March, 
1871),  liis  wife  died.  Of  seven  children  born  to 
t belli,  live  are  living. 

Valentine  1 1 human,  a native  of  (lermany,  was 
born  on  the  1-1  tli  of  September,  1825.  Came  to 
America  in  1855,  and  fora  few  years  was  engaged 
at  his  trade,  that  of  blacksmith,  in  Canada.  Located 
his  present  farm  in  1850  or  ’57,  the  railroad  from 
Minneapolis  to  Clearwater  running  through  it. 
Miss  Bertha  Hardt,  of  Germany,  became  his  wife 
in  1857.  They  have  one  adopted  son,  named 
Henry. 

John  Wallace  MoKaw  was  born  in  1820,  in 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  where  ho  resided 
until  twenty -five  years  of  age.  Then,  after  a res- 
idence of  about  five  years  in  Maine,  came  to  Min- 
nesota in  1850.  Was  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business  at  St.  Anthony  until  1801,  when  he  came 
to  his  present  farm  in  Frankfort  township.  In 
184!),  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margery  Green,  of 
New  Brunswick.  She  died  on  the  2d  of  July, 
1800.  They  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living. 

Tkafton  G.  Rickek,  a native  of  Waldo  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  51st  of  December,  1855. 
In  1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  of  the  Ninth 
Maine  Volunteers,  and  served  three  years  and  ten 
months.  Was  wounded  while  in  service,  for  which 
he  draws  a pension.  After  his  discharge  lie  re- 
turned to  Maine,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  J.  Sturtevant.  In  1870,  they  came  to 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  in  March  of  the  fol- 
lowing year,  bis  wife  died.  They  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living.  In  1875,  he  came 
lo  Frankfort  township,  and  has  since  resided  on  a 
farm.  Was  married  to  bis  present  wife,  Airs. 
Catharine  M.  Johnson,  on  the  23d  of  December, 
1872.  Her  father,  now  ninety-four  years  of  age. 
lives  on  a farm  adjoining  her  own  home. 


FRENCH  LAKE. 


CHAPTER  CXXV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  -EAltLY  SETTLEMENT — Olt- 
(I  AN  l/.ATION  SCHOOLS — RELIGIOUS  AGIUCULTU- 
UAL  STATISTICS — JUOUUAl’llIOAL. 

French  Lake  lies  on  the  west  line  of  the  county, 
and  in  the  northwestern  part.  It  has  an  area  of 


23,040  acres,  1,714  being  under  cultivation.  The 
surface  is  undulating  and  generally  covered  with 
timber,  the  soil  being  a rich  dark  loam. 

The  first  permanent  settler  in  Ibis  town  was  Er- 
nest Howard,  a native  of  Itelgium,  who  sol  fled 
here  in  1857,  and  still  resides  here,  his  home 
being  on  section  fifteen.  Andrew  McDonald,  a 
native  of  Nova  Scotia,  settled  on  his  present  farm 
in  1858.  Michael  C.  O’Donohue  settled  on  sec- 
tion ten  about  the  same  time  and  still  lives  there. 
According  to  the  census  of  1880,  589  persons  re- 
sided in  the  town. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  township  was  a boy 
named  Jolm-Hc iward. 

The  first  death  was  John  Kean.  He  died  in 
1802,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  St. 
Michael’s  in  Frankfort  township. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  town  was  in  1807, 
by  Peter  McCormick,  now  of  Minneapolis.  This 
was  in  district  No.  04,  the  first  organized  in  the 
town. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  in  1801, 
by  a Catholic  priest  at  the  residence  of  Michael 
O’Lauglilin.  The  St.  Ignatius  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1874,  and  a house  of  worship  erected  soon 
after.  Father  Schaller  held  tlio  first  mass  in  the 
church  in  1875,  and  it  is  now  in  charge  of  Father 
Robert,  who  resides  in  Chatham  township. 

French  Lake  was  organized  in  1805,  and  the 
first  election  held  at  the  house  of  M.  L.  O’Laugh- 
lin.  The  officers  chosen  were:  Supervisors,  Michael 
O’Shea,  Chairman,  Patrick  Kennedy,  and  Michael 
O’Laughlin;  Clerk,  M.  L.  O’Laugliliu;  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  Patrick  Kennedy  and  AT.  C.  O’Don- 
ohue; and  Treasurer,  Aliehael  O’Laughlin. 

The  agricultural  report  of  18811  furnishes  the 
following  as  the  products  of  the  town:  wheat, 
20,351  bushels;  oats,  5,804  bushels;  corn,  8,455 
bushels;  barley,  20  bushels;  buckwheat,  30  bush- 
els; potatoes,  3,180  bushels;  beans,  10  bushels; 
sugar-cane,  1,051  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  41  tons; 
wild  hay,  1,303  tons;  wool,  847  pounds;  butter, 
12,127  pounds;  and  honey,  215  pounds. 

RIOGRAPHICAL. 

David  Dykeman,  a native  of  Otsego  county, 
Now  York,  was  born  on  the  12th  of  April,  1838. 
When  about  three  years  old  his  mot  her  died.  1 1 its 
father  came  to  Wright  county,  AlinnoHota,  in  1807, 
and  soon  after,  died  in  French  Lake  township. 
David  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the 
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Tliinl  Now  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Cap- 
tain Murpliy;  was  in  the  battle  of  Gohlsborough, 
North  Carolina,  Wilmington,  in  front  of  Peters- 
burg for  seven  months;  and  at  Rooms  Station, Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  wounded  slightly  in  the  leg; 
was  mustered  out  of  sorvieo  at  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
in  March,  18(i5.  Then  returned  to  his  native  place, 
and  soon  after  moved  to  Albion,  Wright  county, 
and  located  on  a farm,  in  the  fall  of  18G5,  where 
he  lived  until  18G9,  when  he  moved  to  his  present 
farm  in  section  twenty-four,  French  Lake  town- 
ship. He  started  a general  store  in  the  spring  of 
1880,  which  he  carries  on  in  connection  with  his 
farm.  He  was  married  an  the  4th  of  July,  1859, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  Foster,  who  is  a native  of  Eng- 
land. They  have  five  children  living;  one  girl  and 
four  boys. 

A.  1).  Kingsley  was  born  in  Washington  county, 
New  York,  on  the  2d  of  July,  1830.  Soon  after 
his  birth,  the  family  removed  to  the  western  part  of 
the  State,  where  the  subject  of  our  sketch  received 
a common  school  education,  then  attended  the 
Aurora  Academy,  near  Buffalo,  New  York,  for 
three  terms.  Then  taught  school  for  three  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  Washington  county,  Min- 
nesota, and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
three  years  at  Lakeland,  in  the  same  county.  He 
came  to  Wright  county  soon  after,  and  resided 
near  Waverly,  where  he  built  the  Waverly  mill  in 
company  with  Frank  Fowler,  which  he  run  for  nine 
years.  Then  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business 
in  Minneapolis,  for  some  time,  and  afterwards  run 
a mill  near  Anoka  for  a while.  He  came  to  French 
Lake  in  1877,  where  he  kept  a store  near  the 
French  Lake  Post-office,  until  removing  to  his 
present  farm  in  section  twenty-two,  in  1879.  Mr. 
Kingsley  has  a saw  mill  on  his  place,  and  produces 
a large  amount  of  lumber  annually.'  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  men  of  the  township,  and  is  now  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace.  He  has  been  twice  married; 
first  to  Miss  E.  Dustin  in  1850,  who  died  in  1871. 
His  present  wife  was  Mrs.  Matilda  De  Long,  to 
whom  he  was  married  in  1878.  Mr.  Kingsley  has 
a family  of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Andkew  Macdonald,  a native  of  Nova  Scotia, 
was  born  on  the  27th  of  May,  1828,  where  he  lived 
on  a farm,  and  attended  school  till  about  twenty- 
two  years  of  age.  Came  to  Massachusetts  in  1851, 
and  was  in  various  occupations  until  1855,  when 
he  was  employed  on  the  steamboat  Bay  State  as 
third  Mate,  and  afterwards  on  the  steamboat  Me- 


tropolis. Tn  185G,  lie  came  to  Minnesota  and  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  in  Minneapolis;  and 
in  1858,  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section 
twenty-four,  French  Lake  township.  He  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  of  the  Second  Minnesota  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  on  the  12th  of  May,  18G4;  was  in 
the  battle  of  Keuesaw  Mountain,  Knoxville,  and 
Nashville,  and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  18tli  of  August,  18G5, 
when  he  returned  to  his  farm  in  this  township. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  Supervisor  several  terms. 
He  was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret 
Ives,  also  a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  in  the  year 
1859.  They  have  three  children;  William  I)., 
Charles  F.,  and  Laura  E. 

Daniel  McDonald  was  also  born  in  Nova  Sco- 
tia, on  the  lltli  of  April,  1833,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He 
came  to  Macliias,  Maine,  when  about  eighteen 
years  of  age,  where  he  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  Came  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in 
18G5,  and  was  employed  in  the  pineries  and  saw 
mills  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion.  He 
enlisted  at  Fort  Snelling  on  the  22d  of  September, 
18G4,  in  Company  C,  of  the  Second  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry;  was  in  the  battle  at  Benton- 
ville,  South  .Carolina;  on  Sherman’s  famous 
“March  to  the  Sea;”  and  finally  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  New  York,  on  account  of  disability,  from 
which  place  he  was  discharged.  Then  returned  to 
his  farm  in  French  Lake,  which  he  had  procured 
before  going  to  the  war,  and  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  married  Miss  Mary  Eakier,  a native  of 
Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  in  the  year  18G9. 
They  have  five  children,  two  boys  and  three  girls. 


MAPLE  LAKE. 

CHAPTER  CXXVI. 

GENEltAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT— POST 

OFFICE — FIRST  THINGS — SCHOOLS  — CHURCHES 

ORGANIZATION — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS—  IHO- 
GRAPH1CAL. 

Maple  Lake  lies  a little  north  of  the  center  of 
the  county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  23,010  acres, 
1,769  being  under  cultivation.  The  population, 
according  to  the  census  of  1880,  was  57G  persons. 

The  surface  is  undulating  and  was  originally 
well  timbered,  but  a large  portion  of  it  has  been 
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removed  for  purposes  of  improvement.  The  soil 
is  a rich  dark  loam  and  very  deep,  except  a small 
tract  in  the  northeast  corner  which  is  more  sandy, 
but  yet,  produces  good  crops. 

There  are  a largo  number  of  lakes,  the  largest 
of  which  is  Maple  Lake,  from  which  the  town  de- 
rives its  name;  it  is  situated  in  the  central  part. 
Silver  creek  runs  in  a northeasterly  direction 
across  the  northwest  corner  of  the  town,  and  in 
its  bottoms  are  found  some  fine  hay  meadows. 
Mill  creek  rises  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town 
and  flows  south  through  Chatham  into  Buffalo 
Lake. 

The  first  settlers  in  this  town  were  E.  B.  Mc- 
Cord, Dr.  Sargent,  Joseph  Backliff,  and  the  Ham- 
iltons.  These  came  in  the  summer  and  fall  of 
185C,  and  settled  near  the  banks  of  Maple  Lake. 
Of  these  pioneers,  Mr.  Backliff’s  family  are  the 
only  remaining  residents.  Other  early  settlers 
were  the  Kotilinek  and  Meyer  families,  who  settled 
in  the  north  part  in  1857,  and  later,  the  Flaherty 
and  Welton  families  in  the  southwest  part,  near 
Lake.  Eamsey. 

A Post-otlice  was  established  in  1858,  and  E.  B. 
McCord  appointed  Postmaster.  There  was  then 
a weekly  mail  from  Monticello  to  Forest  City 
which  supplied  this  oflice.  Mr.  McCord  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Joseph  Backliff,  William  G.  McCrory, 
and  A.  Gardner,  then  Mr.  Backliff  was  again  Post- 
master for  a time,  and  in  1877,  Patrick  Butler 
assumed  the  duties  and  is  the  present  incumbent. 

The  first  birth  was  a son  of  Guy  Hamilton,  in 
1856.  The  first  death  was  Patrick  Kline,  in  the 
fall  of  1857.  The  first  marriage  was  William  E. 
Peters  and  Miss  Mary  AVhite,  in  1862. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  E.  B.  McCord  in 
the. house  of  Joseph  Backliff,  in  the  winter  of  1 KG  1 
62.  The  town  is  now  divided  into  five  school  dis- 
tricts, with  a comfortable  school  building  in  each. 

Beligious  services  were  held  by  the  Catholics 
just  east  of  the  town  line,  in  Monticello,  at  the  res- 
ilience of  P.  and  J.  Desmond,  as  early  as  1859.  A 
church  was  built  by  this  congregation  on  section 
thirty-five,  in  18(57,  and  a priest  appointed  to  sup- 
ply this  place  and  Chatham;  but  a parish  house  is 
now  being  erected  and  a priest  lias  been  appointed 
to  take  charge  of  the  congregation. 

A Protestant  Sabbath  school  was  organized  in 
an  early  day  by  William  G.  McCrory.  Bevs.  M. 
Harriman  and  A.  K.  Fox  were  among  the  first  to 
preach  in  the  settlement,  holding  services  as  early 
as  18(52.  There  are  very  few  Protestants  now  re- 


siding in  the  town  and  no  services  have  been  held 
for  a number  of  years. 

Maple  Lake  was  organized  in  1858,  but  the  first 
town  records  have  not  been  preserved.  A partial 
list  of  the  first  officers  are:  Supervisors,  E.  B.  Mc- 
Cord, Chairman, Hawley,  and  William 

Hartford;  and  Clerk,  Dr.  Sargent. 

The  agricultural  products  of  Maple  Lake,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  26,- 
351  bushels;  oats,  5,804  bushels;  corn,  8,485  bush- 
els; potatoes,  7,330  bushels;  beans,  105  bushels; 
sugar-cane,  2,068  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  72  tons; 
wild  hay,  2,077  tons;  tobacco,  1,807  pounds;  wool, 
1,760  pounds;  butter,  14,100  pounds;  and  honey, 
100  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Bryce  Conniok,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ma- 
ple Lake,  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  on  the  29tli 
of  March,  1831.  In  1856,  he  came  to  New  York, 
thence  to  Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  on  the  Mississippi,  Snake,  and  St.  Croix 
rivers  until  1861,  when  he  took  a homestead  claim 
on  section  thirty  in  this  town.  In  May,  1861,  ho 
enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Infantry,  and  is 
well  remembered  by  his  old  associates  for  his  brav- 
ery. Was  for  a time  with  Anson  Northrup  in 
charge  of  the  wagon  train  at  Edwards  Ferry,  on 
the  Potomac,  and  was  injured  by  a fall,  which 
nearly  cost  him  his  life  and  from  which  he  has 
never  wholly  recovered.  In  1863,  he  was  dis- 
charged, and  after  spending  some  time  with  his 
father  in  Canada,  being  under  medical  treatment, 
he  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  soon  after,  to  his 
claim,  which  he  found  “jumped.”  A contest  fol- 
lowed in  which  Mr.  Connick  was  victor,  and  all 
his  legal  rights  restored.  He  was  married  at  St. 
Anthony,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1866,  to  Miss  Sarah 
Claxton.  Their  children  are,  George,  Eva,  Ear- 
nest, Joseph,  Jerry,  Albert,  and  Elmer. 

F.  J.  McInerney  was  born  in  Canada  West,  on 
the  4th  of  July,  1857.  Ileceived  a good  schooling 
in  his  native  place,  and  in  1868,  came  to  Minnesota 
locating  at  Lake  City.  He  soon  after  removed  to 
Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  served  as  an  apprentice 
at  the  carpenter’s  trade  for  a few  years,  then  re- 
turned to  Lake  City  and  was  employed  at  his  trade 
two  years.  After  living  in  Swift  county  about  a 
year,  lie  came  to  Monticello  in  1877,  and  thence 
to  this  place.  In  1880,  lie  returned  to  Lake  City, 
remaining  till  February  of  the  following  year,  when 
he  again  came  to  Maple  Lake  and  has  since  been 
engaged  at  his  trade. 
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Joseph  Rackliff,  deceased,  was  born  in  Unity, 
Maine,  on  the  5th  of  December,  1822.  In  1855, 
he  came  west,  remained  in  Michigan  six  months 
and  came  to  Minnesota,  spending  the  summer  at 
Montieello  and  coming  to  Maple  Lake  in  the  fall, 
lie  took  a claim  on  section  thirty-live,  and  for 
some  time  was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Mr. 
Rucklin'  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  town, 
and  an  active  member  of  society,  ever  prominent 
in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  public  good.  His 
house  was  always  ojien  to  ministers,  who  still  cher- 
ish kindly  memories  of  him  and  his  estimable  wife. 
In  August,  18G4,  he  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh  Min- 
nesota Volunteer  Infantry,  served  ten  months  and 
was  discharged  on  account  of  ill  health.  Was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Whnlden,  of  Maine,  on  the  20th 
of  December,  1850.  Their  children  are,  Ambrose, 
Edwin  W.,  Frank  M.,  and  George  W.  All  are  at 
home  with  their  mother.  Mr.  Rackliff  died  after  a 
brief  and  painful  illness  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1870,  and  was  buried  at  Montieello. 

Mas.  Maky  Shepherd,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Mary  Boswortli,  is  a native  of  Bradford,  Pennsyl- 
vania, her  birth  dating  the  20th  of  November, 
1833.  On  the  28th  of  December,  1848,  she  mar- 
ried S.  F.  Shadduck,  and  five  children  were  born 
to  them;  William  F.,  Frank,  Fred.,  Lela,  and 
Charles.  Her  husband  was  a dissipated  and  neg- 
ligent man  and  his  desertion  was  followed  by  Mrs. 
Shadduck  obtaining  a divorce.  Some  time  after 
receiving  it,  she  was  married  to  S.  J.  Shepherd, 
one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Minnesota,  with  whom 
she  lived  happily  and  bore  him  one  child,  Tva  May. 
For  some  time  after  the  marriage,  they  lived  in  St. 
Cloud,  and  Mr.  Shepherd  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
old  Stage  Company,  after  the  establishment  of  the 
route  to  Fort  Abercrombie.  In  lHtil),  the  family 
removed  to  Maple  Lake,  where  he  had  bought  a 
farm,  continuing  on  the  road,  however,  two  years 
longer.  Mr.  Shepherd  built  a comfortable  home 
to  which  he  was  greatly  attached,  but  failing 
health  and  finally,  a partial  sunstroke  in  1877, 
caused  him  tits  of  despondency  and  something 
like  derangement.  This  unhappy  condition  cul- 
minated in  death  by  his  own  hand  on  the  13th  of 
October,  1878.  He  left  loving  messages,  and 
charged  his  wife  to  be  kind  to  his  child,  to  whom 
he  was  strongly  attached.  He  was  buried  near  the 
house,  in  a place  of  his  own  selection,  and  a neat  mar- 
ble slab  marks  his  resting  place.  The  widow,  Tva 
May,  and  William  F.,  live  on  the  old  homestead, 
which  is  carried  on  by  the  latter.  Frank  and  Lida 


are  both  married,  Fred  is  clerk  in  a store  at  Clear- 
water, and  Charles  is  sometimes  at  home,  and  at 
others,  working  elsewhere. 

John  Schefciiik  was  born  in  Bohemia,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  at  the  age  of 
nine  years.  Lived  at  Blue  Island,  Illinois,  for 
two  years,  then  on  a farm  twenty-five  miles  from 
Chicago  for  nine  years,  and  in  the  latter  city  the 
same  length  of  time.  Four  years  of  his  life  in 
the  city  were  spent  in  running  an  engine  in  a 
flouring  mill,  and  the  remainder,  in  various  spec- 
ulations. His  father  died  in  Chicago  and  his 
mother  and  one  sister  still  reside  there.  The  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
on  section  twenty-six,  Maple  Lake  township,  in 
1870,  and  has  since  divided  his  time  between 
farming  and  dealing  in  live  stock,  principally 
horses  and  cattle.  He  is  a leading  man  among 
the  Bohemians  and  a substantial  citizen.  Has 
been  Supervisor  for  the  last  seven  years,  besides 
holding  other  local  olliees.  Miss  Anna  Hudik 
became  his  wife  in  the  autumn  of  1800.  They 
have  nine  children;  Mary,  Anna,  George,  Rose, 
Lizzie,  Maggie,  Josephine,  and  Emma.  Albert, 
their  first  born,  died  at  the  age  of  two  years. 

William  H.  Whitney  was  born  in  AVorcester 
county,  Massachusetts,  on  the  16th  of  January, 
1840.  Came  with  his  parents  to  Minnesota  and 
located  in  Montieello,  where  his  father  died  in  the 
spring  of  1879.  Our  subject  has  owned  three 
different  farms  on  Montieello  prairie,  his  parents 
living  with  him  most  of  the  time  till  about  four 
years  ago.  Has  visited  his  native  place  several 
times,  but  prefers  the  West  for  a home.  His  farm, 
which  lie  purchased  in  1877,  is  located  on  section 
three,  Maple  Lakotownsliip.  Mr.  Whitney  makes 
a specialty  of  amber  cane,  both  raising  and  man- 
ufacturing the  same,  for  which  he  has  one  of  the 
best  outfits  in  this  region.  In  March,  1804,  Miss 
Mary  J.  McCurdy  became  his  wife,  the  ceremony 
taking  place  at  Montieello.  Their  children  are, 
George,  Joseph  II.,  Frank,  Sarah  H.,  and  Merrill. 


MARYSVILLE. 

CHAPTER  CXXVIT. 

DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT VILLAGE  OF 

WAVEllLY— SCHOOLS  AND  CHURCHES  -POST-OFFICE 
WAVERLY  MILLS MONTROSE  VILLAGE — -AGRI- 
CULTURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Marysville  is  one  of  t he  interior  tow  ns  of  Wright 


; » t-  \i 


’ ' ■ ’nr^6  t>  ' ■ ' U •<  - ^ > i ■ 

: ' ■ '••:•'/  i - ■ ! T‘ i i’  . ' 

W"  tl  ui  I » J J ,,  y\._ 

■ ' '«•  ! 'binv/  . ' : lit  j ■ .'ii ' ; i 

1 [My  VJ.  i 


)'i  (lltid  b , ■ *1,  r H tsj 

' 1 n»l<|  U ■ ■ l ■ ,r  • . j;'..  : 

■ I1  ■ '(•  /[  Hi'  im  !>  .y:  off  ;i;  j-  1, 

•'  . ' J.'l  -J1-!  U 1.-.V  II!'.  ■ .. 

-ai  /.  at  &c  •■},.!!  >,[,&'■  ,>»:  . j 

1 • »■  : W V.'  ! • ■ . ; : . i>j  i-{  I i'\  t 

ws>  Ii;  *■  h V I,\  ■'  : J,  ,;t 

■"  ■■  4 ..  ) y.  ' 

■ " ;!■>  Wiru:  i ' 1 ' ' ],!'•«!(« 

-i.,v  ■ ■:>{)  F > j ; ■ •ittifi  {>; r : 1 

; ij  ,().>.  ; .:  [ <>,!  ..  ;.-v  . |.  „i(., 

"i  -*  Jl’  J : i • 


532 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


county,  lying  south  of  Chatham,  and  joining  the 
tow n h of  I lock  ford  and  I'Yanklin  cant,  Woodland 
Bout, h,  and  INI  iddlcv i 1 It i west,  which  coni|)lctcH  its 
boundary. 

Its  surface  is  rolling,  and  well  timbered,  with 
an  average  amount  of  meadow  land,  principally 
along  its  streams,  or  bordering  its  lakes.  It  is 
watered  by  several  streams,  the  principal  of  which 
is  the  North  Fork  of  the  Crow  river,  which  enters 
from  the  west  near  the  northwest  corner,  and  pur- 
suing an  irregular  course,  crosses  the  eastern 
boundary  near  its  centre.  It  has  several  tribu 
taries,  one  of  which  furnishes  an  outlet  for  ’Wa- 
ver] y and  Little  Waverly  lakes,  and  one  Hows  from 
Buffalo,  through  a chain  of  smaller  lakes,  and 
joins  the  Crow  river  in  section  thirteen. 

Waverly  and  Little  Waverly  lakes  are  the 
largest  bodies  of  water  wholly  within  the  town, 
and  form  an  immense  reservoir  for  the  mills  now 
owned  by  C.  W.  Bonniwell.  In  Little  Waverly 
lake  are  two  floating  islands,  one  containing  nearly 
an  acre,  which  have  interested  many  visitors.  Buf- 
falo lake  makes  a slight  indentation  from  the 
north,  besides  which  several  lesser  bodies  are 
found  throughout  the  interior. 

The  first  demonstrations  here  in  the  way  of  set- 
tlement, were  made  as  early  as  1855.  Among  the 
earliest  of  these  were  Messrs.  Felt  and  Labo, 
who  located  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  on  section 
twenty-one,  near  the  present  crossing  on  Crow 
river,  where  they  laid  out  a city  called  Marysville, 
from  which  the  town  afterward  took  its  name. 
Their  sojourn  here  was  brief,  as  was  also  the  im- 
aginary city  of  which  they  were  the  founders. 
The  names  of  Blonder  and  Roberts  also  figure  in 
history  in  connection  with  this  town  site,  some 
naming  them  as  the  first  projectors  of  the  scheme. 

| The.  first  names  and  dates  are  furnished  by  Mr. 
M.  V.  Cochran,  now  proprietor  of  Cochran’s  mill 
in  the  town  of  Cokato,  and  are  without  doubt  the 
best  authority  yet  furnished.  | Samuel  G.  Kried- 
ler  is  also  named  as  one  of  (lie  settlers  of  that  year, 
who  look  a claim  on  section  twenty-four.  The 
I lustiu  family,  A.  1>.  Kingsley,  Deacon  Cald\\ell, 
and  others,  also  came  about  this  time.  In  1850, 
George  M.  Wright  settled  within  the  present  limits 
of  Montrose  village,  and  in  the  succeeding  years 
others  were  added,  until  quite  a colony  occupied 
the  lands  so  recently  unvisited  by  white  men. 

The  first  school  of  which  we  have  any  record, 
was  about  1850  or  ’(50,  near  the  present  village  of 
Montrose,  though  one  may  have  been  kept  at  Wa- 


verly Mills  before  that  date.  None  of  the  first 
settlers  are  now  living  there,  and  tradition  is  sadly 
meager  and  conflicting. 

Waveuey  Yieevoe.  AV i th  the  completion  of 
the  railroad  to  this  point  in  1850,  a station  was 
established  on  section  thirty-three,  and  formed  the 
nucleus  for  the  present  thriving  village.  Trains 
were  running  here  as  early  as  June,  but  the  books 
show  the  first  entry  dating  September  Kith  1809. 
George  Doerfier  was  the  first  agent,  and  held  the 
position  till  November  13th,  1872,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  L.  Y.  Kyte,  the  present  genial  and 
efficient  incumbent.  A telegraph  office  was  added 
February  ’ 12tli,  1873,  since  which  time  Mr.  Kyte 
has  had  an  assistant. 

The  first  trader  here  was  Thomas  Barrett,  who 
opened  a small  stock  of  goods  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road  to  this  point,  but  soon  lost  all  bv 
fire.  George  Doeflcr  also  opened  a small  stock 
about  the  same  time,  lint  the  first  full  stock  was 
put  in  by  Patrick  Fallihee  in  July,  1870.  Mr.  Fal- 
lihee  still  continues  the  business,  having  lately  ad- 
mitted his  son  J.  W.,  forming  the  firm  of  I’,  and 
J.  W.  Fallihee.  They  have  also  a drug  store,  opened 
in  the  spring  of  1881.  Thomas  Barrett  built  the 
first  private  residence  here  and  afterward  kept  a 
small  hotel.  He  died  about  two  years  ago,  and 
the  business  is  now  conducted  by  his  wife.  Charles 
H.  Morneau  opened  a hotel  soon  after  the  location 
of  the  village,  and  still  continues  it.  He  is  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  in  the  town,  and  has  been  Judge 
of  Probate.  Dr.  C.  L.  Flannigan  opened  the  first 
drug  store,  here,  which  he  still  continues,  enjoying 
a liberal  patronage.  Two  other  physicians  are  at 
present  located  here,  Drs.  O’llair  and  Aubin. 
Other  business  houses  are  kept  by  John  Flaherty, 
John  Giblin,  John  O’Gorman,  and  J.  K.  Cullen, 
each  keeping  a.  general  stock.  Of  these,  the 
principal  dealers  are  hereafter  mentioned.  There 
are  also  two  blacksmith  shops,  two  elevators,  one 
by  the  Elevator  company  in  1872,  and  the  other, 
built  by  C.  A.  Patterson,  in  1880,  a tin  shop,  a first- 
class  harness  shop,  and  four  saloons. 

Waverly  village  was  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  of  1881,  and  organized  by  elect- 
ing the  following  officers:  President,  William 

Quinn;  Trustees,  L.  V.  Kyte,  J.  lv.  Cullen,  and 
John  Giblin;  Recorder,  C.  H.  Cullen;  Treasurer, 
John  O’Gorman. 

A school  district  was  formed  in  1870,  by  a divi- 
sion of  the  old  Waverly  Mills  district.  Two  de- 
partments are  maintained  in  winter  and  one  in 
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summer.  A Catholic  olmrcli  was  built  here  in 
1872,  during'  I lit*  building'  of  w hich  mass  was  cele- 
bralcil  at  the  residence,  of  P.  l,'iillihec.  A small 
building  at  Wuverly  Mills,  built  about  fifteen 
years  .ago,  was  the  first  Catholic  church  in  this 
region,  and  was  in  use  until  numerical  strength 
and  local  interests  caused  the  village  church  to 
supplant  it.  This  German  element  still  favor  the 
old  church,  and  reluctantly  submit  to  its  non- 
recognition. A Catholic  mission  existed  at  the 
Mills  as  early  as  1858. 

Other  churches  in  the  town  are:  the  French 
Catholic  church,  on  section  ten,  built  in  the  fall 
of  18(38,  and  the  Swedish  Lutheran  church,  on 
section  sixteen,  built  in  1873.  The  former  in- 
cludes about  forty  families  in  its  membership, 
and  formerly  held  monthly  service,  but  are  now 
without  the  regular  services  of  a priest.  The  lat- 
ter society  was  organized  in  18711,  with  a member- 
ship of  twenty-four,  which  has  increased  to  sixty- 
nine.  Service  is  held  semi-monthly,  and  a parish 
school  is  maintained.  Each  of  the  churches 
named  has  its  cemetery,  besides  which  a cemetery 
is  established  on  section  twenty-four,  deeded  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  society,  by  Daniel  Kried- 
ler,  in  1872,  with  the  proscribed  condition  that  it 
should  be  free  to  all.  The  donor  was  the  second 
interred  within  its  limits,  the  first  being  his  father- 
in-law,  John  Rowe. 

Post  Office.  A Post-office  was  established  at 
Waverly  Mills  on  a date  not  ascertained,  and  there 
remained  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when  it  was  re- 
moved to  the  station,  and  T.  R.  Barrett  became 
Postmaster.  Soon  after  it  was  moved  to  its  for- 
mer place,  remaining  until  mail  was  carried  by 
the  railroad  company,  when  it  was  permanently 
located  at  the  village,  and  INI  rs.  Ixyte  appointed 
Postmistress,  which  office  she  slid  retains.  Mr. 
Kyle  has  just  erected  a building  for  a drug  store, 
with  Dr.  C.  E.  Elannigan,  in  which  the  office  is 
hereafter  to  be  Kept.  Its  location  has  thus  far 
been  in  the  railroad  station.  The  Post  office  still 
bears  the  original  name,  Waverly  Mills,  though 
the  village  is  Waverly. 

Waveuly  Minus.-  Among  the  first  events  in 
the  early  history  of  Marysville,  was  the  building 
of  a dam  at  the  outlet  of  Little  Waverly  lake,  on 
section  thirty-one,  by  “Deacon”  Caldwell,  and 
the  erection  of  a small  saw-mill.  Old  settlers  in 
the  vicinity  fix  the  date  as  early  as  1855  or  ’5(1. 
A few  years  later  a new  and  more  substantial  dam 
and  mill  took  the  place  of  the  old,  under  the  pro- 


prietorship of  A.  1).  Kingsley  and  Frank  Fowler. 
A grist  mill  was  afterwards  added,  and  in  1871 
the  property,  including  a farm,  was  purchased  by 
C.  W.  Bonuiwell,  who  still  owns  it  and  has,  besides 
building  up  one  of  the  finest  homes  in  the  county, 
made  material  improvements  in  the  water  power 
and  mills,  and  does  an  extensive  business  in 
flour  and  hard  wood  lumber.  The  daily  capacity 
of  the  flouring  mill  is  sixty  barrels,  and  of  the 
lumber  mill,  three  thousand  feet.  A steam  en- 
gine furnishes  motive  power  when  low  water  ren- 
ders it  necessary. 

Some  effort  looking  to  the  building  of  a grist 
mill  at  the  old  site  of  Marysville  were  made  about 
four  years  ago,  and  at  intervals  since,  but  with  no 
probability  of  success. 

Monthose  Village, — This  young  village  is 
situated  about  three  miles  east  of  Waverly,  on  the 
same  lino  of  railroad,  and  was  incorporated  by  an 
act  of  the  last  Legislature.  I ts  official  roster  is  as 
follows:  President,  W.  II.  Mapes;  Trustees,  W. 

P.  Holbrook,  G.  M.  Wright,  and  J.  C.  De  Noon; 
Recorder,  J.  A.  Burner. 

The  village  was  platted  in  1875,  in  the  fall  of 
which  year  J.  F.  Miller  & Co.  opened  a store. 
They  are  still  in  trade,  and  are  the  leading  firm 
here.  Mr.  Miller  is  seldom  here,  but  the  busi- 
ness is  ably  conducted  by  his  manager,  Emil 
Husser,  who  became  a member  of  the  firm  dur- 
ing the  summer  of  1880.  The  second  store  was 
opened  about  two  years  later  by  Krouse  & Husser, 
who  are  still  in  trade,  dealing  principally  in  hard- 
ware. W.  H.  Mapes  put  in  a small  stock  in 
March,  1880,  and  in  the  early  fall  of  1881,  sold  to 
13.  F.  Hays,  who  still  continues  the  business.  A 
grocery  store,  opened  in  1880  by  J.  C.  Dc  Noon,  a 
millinery  and  dress-making  establishment,  and  a 
drug  store  just  opened,  with  a harness  shop,  a 
lumber  mill,  built  by  Haven  Brothers  in  1872,  and 
lately  increased  by  the  addition  of  a feed  mill,  a 
harness  shop  stocked  by  J.  F.  Miller  A’  Co.  four 
years  ago,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a meat  market, 
saloon,  and  a hotel,  comprise  the  remainder  of 
business  places,  except  two  grain  warehouses  and 
the  station. 

The  depot  was  built  in  1875,  and  J.  F.  Miller, 
the  founder  of  the  village,  was  the  first  agent. 
After  one  or  two  changes  it  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  present  popular  incumbent,  W.  P.  Hol- 
brook, who  is  further  mentioned  in  the  succeeding 
pages. 

The  village  boasts  of  one  of  the  best,  school 
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houses  in  the  county,  and  has  also  two  churches — 
Methodist  Episcopal  and  German  Evangelical  the 
former  built  in  1881,  the  latter  in  1880.  Both  are 
recent  organizations,  and  maintain  semi-monthly 
service. 

The  cultivated  area  of  this  town  is  about  2,133 
acres,  which  produced,  according  to  the  agricul- 
tural report  for  1880:  wheat,  29,202  bushels;  oats, 
14,575  bushels;  corn,  20,577  bushels;  barley,  137 
bushels;  rye,  28  bushels;  potatoes,  2,434  bushels; 
beans,  20  bushels;  sugar  cane,  1,520  gallons;  cul 
tivated  hay,  125  tons;  wild  hay,  890  tons;  wool, 
1,428  pounds;  and  butter,  12,045  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Charles  W.  Bonniwell  was  born  in  Chatham, 
England,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1830.  His  pa- 
rents came  to  America  when  Charles  was  about  one 
year  old,  and  after  remaining  about  six  years  in 
New  York  City,  came  to  Wisconsin  and  settled 
about  seventeen  miles  from  Milwaukee,  where  they 
now  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  one  of  the  finest  ru- 
ral homes  in  the  “ Badger  State.”  From  1844  to 
1800,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  engaged  in 
ship-building  in  Milwaukee,  but  came  to  Hutchin- 
son, Minnesota,  at  the  latter  date,  and  in  company 
with  L.  L.  Pendcrgast  and  Lewis  Harrington,  built 
the  first  llouring  mill  at  that  place.  In  1874,  he 
disposed  of  his  interest  in  the  mill  at  Hutchinson, 
and  purchased  the  mill  property  which  he  now 
owns  and  operates,  at  his  present  residence  in  Ma- 
rysville township.  Mr.  Bonniwell  has  rebuilt  and 
remodeled  the  old  mill  which  he  found  here  at  the 
time  of  his  purchase,  and  now  has  a saw  and  flour- 
ing mill  inferior  to  none  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  He  carries  on  a fine  farm  adjoining  the 
mill  property,  and  has  erected  one  of  the  best  pri- 
vate residences  in  Wright  county.  On  this  farm 
are  the  graves  of  the  Dustin  family,  murdered  by 
the  Indians  in  18t!3,  and  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.  Mr.  Bonniwell  was  elected  County 
Commissioner  in  1877,  and  Inis  always  taken  a deep 
interest  in  educational  matters.  He  was  married 
at  his  father’s  residence,  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1858,  to  Miss  Maria  Coles,  who  is  also  a native  of 
England.  They  have  had  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living.  The  eldest,  Cora,  was  married 
to  A.  W.  Jones,  of  Howard  Lake,  on  the  23d  of 
June,  1880;  the  others  are,  Irwin,  Nellie  S.,  and 
Clarence  C.  Arthur  J.,  was  drowned  at  Hutchin- 
son on  the  1st  of  August,  1808,  aged  two  years 
and  four  months. 

Joseph  Bland,  an  curly  settler  and  a model 


farmer  of  this  section,  was  born  in  Virginia,  near 
the  Pennsylvania  line,  on  the  14th  of  .July,  1821. 
Was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  1805, 
came  to  this  State  and  located  on  his  present  farm 
on  section  twenty-four.  This  was  the  first  farm 
opened  in  this  region,  Samuel  Kriedler  making  a 
few  improvements  twenty-three  years  ago,  after 
which  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  a Mr.  Dustin, 
then  Mr.  Beadle  became  the  owner,  from  whose 
agent  our  subject  pmrehased  it  in  April,  1805.  Tt 
was  then  but  little  improved,  but  through  Mr. 
Bland’s  industry,  it  is  now  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county.  Mr.  Bland  has  been  School  Treas- 
urer in  his  district  since  coming  here,  Town  Treas- 
urer five  years,  and  ivas  elected  County  Commis- 
sioner in  the  fall  of  1880.  Was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Castilla  Wyatt,  of  Tyler  county, 
West  Virginia,  in  1842.  Their  children  are, 
Thornton,  Rachel,  Martin,  Mary,  Samuel,  Sampson, 
and  Phoebe  Jane.  The  second  child  died  un- 
named. 

John  K.  Cullen  was  born  in  Leitrim  county, 
Ireland,  on  the  24th  of  November,  1824.  He  re- 
ceived an  Academic  education  in  his  native  place 
and  graduated  at  the  ago  of  twenty-live  years. 
Came  to  America  in  March,  1849,  remained  for  a 
time  in  New  York  City,  thence  to  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburg,  and  entered  a college  at  the  latter 
place,  remaining,  however,  only  a short  time.  Was 
employed  as  clerk  in  a wholesale  store  at  Browns- 
ville, near  Pittsburg,  until  1853,  when  he  engaged, 
in  company  with  another,  in  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness. In  1850,  he  came  west,  and  was  engaged 
as  conductor  on  the  railroad,  after  which  he  was 
made  superintendent  of  the  road.  Since  1857, 
his  family  had  been  in  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin, 
and  in  1805,  he  located  there  on  a farm.  In  1800,  he 
moved  to  Watertown,  in  the  same  State,  and  was 
engaged  in  mercantile  business.  He  came  to 
Carver  county,  Minnesota,  in  April,  1873,  and  was 
elected  School  Superintendent  for  one  term.  Was 
then  elected  to  the  Legislature  one  term  and  after- 
wards refused  the  nomination  for  State  Senator. 
In  August,  1873,  he  came  to  this  place,  and  the 
following  September,  opened  a general  store  at 
AVaverly  Mills,  but  afterwards  went  on  a farm,  to 
which  he  has  given  his  entire  attention.  Mr. 
Cullen  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  L. 
lligden,  of  Brownsville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1851. 
They  have  three  children,  one  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  son,  Charles  Henry,  was  married  to 
Miss  Ellen  Quinn,  in  1879. 


i •!  l " ■ : ' 1 : 

* ...  U ■■>;/{  hi  : ? . :|u  I i VJ  tftri hM>:  i» 

' t!  <••»«  v Jji  'if  r HU:  u > n*(i  I .v 

I . • jo  f.i’  ' 6,1 ! j If;  f,  1 ! ii 

■>'i.  . " 1 viid.;,  ..  „ - 

«)''•  ..!•  i f'.Omfmi  <yijJ.  tfl'.l  .* 

• ■ i"i;  i . " vi  n ei  i ,y . ioi  ui  .• 

I ■ if i mill ' ■■ 

■ l:  V ‘ I V J'.i'jJo  „Yi  i>!U  (iVIWl.Y  OviOM'Ui 

•IR;..  " !>•  iu.  f ;•••;'/.  ,0881  t.  . j.,  winU 

;■  • T_-  >'S  I:,’  ; ■:>  8RI  1/  liljvr  v , ' 

■in i i ifj  f.i!;:  . i’iti,  i-j.i  -ri  /'fiiiit,  ;iffT  [»!U, 

, . ; utft , •- 

• .-ii  j;,  i,  i : ■■.,  ii.n-  .f>ir  \ i'  i 1 i , ’ 

!l-6 i IJIV-W#  'll  •'.;!!  1 : II'  Jl'il  ■ : fn|,W 

i-  u.if  '«'(in  !>'  iuii,  vii;  n.i  ,v  jw.,,'  4.t  ; -mi 
i • yn  ■ . sw  biWi  .Skov/  ■ o od  ,c)i  ;f  a l 

•'ll'  I" : ..  Jii  , III  '■dr  . 

■ j iii  '•  i.  , , 1 ’ •.'■'■  I,;  ;i* : „J.  nil  I.,.,'  i i i,, 


1 i • 

• I ; -1"  ; " J;  " ‘ . ' >•  H : ;'f.  ,j  '(  . . i a’ 

•"  rtf'  ' i 3 8 i > 

: ' x: " ■■  . 

/ ...  i;  ! : M ' ;’,v  . ),'  ••  : . c . >*;a. ■ .' 

-i;ff  . . ; .01 ' ■ ' 'I  i‘-  r!ir  t . i , ,.  ■ 

. I '•  if  , . ' ■,:);•  W . .1;  ’ ;-J  ‘XL 

i i I.HV  ! i'l  ;m“  i ’ ' ' ' Jo  ; H;  ; 

.hi  m ,7  ,'1.  , ..  f|<  1 IrMMi  "I 

-ii-  ;i  ..  , ■■■•■;'.  ' vi  ««•:: 

•1  'H  ,i;  .10  ' i . Ui  ■ • W I,. 

a ii.  / i ’Ir i ,f 1 ■ •.  ifi’  . i’\ 

l ,j l, 

:>,!  J 1 ...  I.  >'  { j-';  ’’;  i.  : . 

'J  . j f ' > ..i  -.Hi " f.  ' i.  ■ ■ 

i ' ' ■ , . O'.t  1 , 1 ■■  ■ : : , , ! ‘ • , . , 

I ..  ..  .'  nil-//  ■)  i >t h.  . 

.WiUmuU  ■Mini  hu:l 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


535 


Timothy  Dustin  was  bom  in  Erie  county,  New 
York,  on  the  25th  of  July,  1844.  His  father  died 
in  1852,  and  three  years  later,  his  mother  came 
with  the  family  to  this  county.  A full  account  of 
tlic  terrible  tragedy  which  befel  this  family  is 
given  elsewhere  in  these  pages.  After  the  murder 
of  his  mother  by  the  Indians  in  1863,  Timothy 
resided  with  his  brother-in-law,  A.  D.  Kingsley, 
till  July,  18G4,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
of  the  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  about  one  year.  After  returning  from  the 
army  he  settled  in  this  county,  and  has  lived  here 
ever  since. 

Charles  L.  Flannigan,  M.  D.,  dates  his  birth 
in  Syracuse,  New  York,  on  the  18tli  of  November, 
1848.  He  came  west  with  his  parents  in  18G0, 
who  settled  at  Winona,  Minnesota,  where  Charles 
attended  the  High  School,  and  afterwards  returned 
to  his  native  State  and  took  a course  in  the  State 
University,  graduating  in  the  Medical  Department 
in  1871.  Again  coming  west,  he  spent  some  time 
in  traveling,  after  which  he  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been  emi- 
nently successful.  He  practiced  in  Fairfield  and 
Sliakopee,  going  thence  to  Watertown,  Carver 
county,  where  ho  remained  three  years,  being 
County  Physician  a portion  of  the  time.  In  1881, 
he  took  a post-graduate  course  at  Kush  Medical 
College,  Chicago,  and  is  now  enrolled  among  the 
alumni  of  that  institution.  He  came  to  Waverly 
in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  soon  after,  opened  the 
first  drug  store  in  this  place,  which  he  still  con- 
tinues. Miss  Frederica  Straub,  of  Winona,  be- 
came his  wife  on  the  14th  of  February,  18G8.  She 
died  at  Waverly  on  the  3d  of  February,  1880, 
leaving  two  children;  David  S.  and  Etta  4. 

Ts.\  ik  ( I hang  nit,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Mon- 
treal, Canada,  in  the  year  1810,  eamoto  Minnesota 
in  1857.  He  soon  after  went  by  wagon  train  from 
St.  Paul  to  the  Ked  River,  and  located  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Pembina,  where  he  remained  till  July,  18G3, 
and  then  returned  by  wagon  to  this  place,  settling 
on  section  twenty-two.  It  was  a long  and  tedious 
journey  and  not  unattended  by  danger.  Mr. 
Granger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Anderson,  in  February,  1831.  Instances  like 
this  are  seldom  met  with,  the  “ golden  wedding  ” 
having  been  passed,  and  no  symptoms  of  speedy 
decline  on  the  part  of  either.  They  have  had  thir- 
teen children,  eight  of  whom  are  living;  Lawrence, 
Harmidas,  Edmond,  Godfroi,  Theana,  Philomen, 
Anna,  and  Eliza. 


John  O’Gorman,  an  enterprising  merchant  of 
Waverly,  was  born  in  the  city  of  St.  Paul,  Minne- 
sota, on  the  6th  of  December,  1852.  His  father 
arrived  in  St.  Paul  the  previous  May,  and  erected 
a small  brick  house  on  the  corner  of  St.  Peter  and 
Ninth  streets,  where  John  was  born.  This  house 
still  stands  on  the  old  spot.  Mr.  O’Gorman,  Sen., 
was  a stone-cutter,  and  chiseled  the  first  stone  steps 
of  the  old  Capitol;  he  died  on  the  28th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1872,  and  was  followed  by  Mrs.  O’Gorman 
to  the  shining  shore,  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1878.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  engaged  in 
the  retail  grocery  trade  in  St.  Paul  two  and  a half 
years,  and  also  eight  years  in  Berrisford’s  Cracker 
Manufactory  before  coming  here.  He  opened  his 
place  of  business  here  on  the  1st  of  September, 
1880,  and  is  enjoying  a liberal  patronage.  Mr. 
O’Gorman  was  married  in  St.  Paul  on  the  14tli  of 
September,  187G,  to  Miss  Margaret  Foley,  who  has 
borne  him  four  children,  but  two  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing; Agnes  and  Julia.  The  first  born  were  twins, 
and  died  in  infancy. 

William  P.  Holbrook  is  a native  of  Montrose, 
Pennsylvania,  born  on  tne  19tli  of  August,  1834. 
Came  to  Minnesota  in  1858,  and  located  in  Al- 
bion, this  county,  where  he  remained  two  years, 
and  then  for  a time  was  unsettled,  until  in  18G2, 
he  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Mounted 
Rangers.  He  was  discharged  in  the  fall  of  18G3, 
and  went  to  the  present  site  of  the  village  of  How- 
ard Lake.  Miss  Susan  C.  L.  Cochran  became 
his  wife  on  the  14th  of  April,  18G4.  The"  follow- 
ing S2iring  they  moved  to  what  is  now  Smith 
Lake,  located  on  a claim  and  remained  till  1872, 
when  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  the  rail- 
road company  and  went  to  Maple  Plain,  Henne- 
pin County,  as  station  agent.  A year  later  he  was 
stationed  at  Smith  Lake,  and  in  the  sjn'ing  of 
1874,  changed  to  his  present  station,  Montrose. 
The  same  summer  he  bought  land  and  built  a 
residence  at  this  place.  Was  Deputy  Postmaster 
under  G.  M.  Wright,  and  since  1880,  Postmaster 
by  appointment. 

Emil  Husser,  business  manager  of  J.  F.  Miller 
& Co.’s  store,  was  born  in  Carver  County,  Minne- 
sota, on  the  25th  of  February,  1858.  His  parents 
came  from  Germany  in  1854,  and  to  Carver 
County  the  following  year.  In  1861,  his  mother 
died,  and  several  years  later,  his  father  moved  to 
St.  Paul  where  he  still  resides.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  entered  the  employ  of  the  above  named 
firm  ten  years  ago,  but  has  been  a member  of  Mr. 
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Miller's  family  for  about  seventeen  years.  In 
June,  1880,  lie  was  admitted  to  partnership  in  the 
company.  Miss  Ellen  Green,  of  Montrose,  be- 
came his  wife  on  the  24th  of  June,  1880.  They 
have  one  child  named  Edna. 

Hamoki;  \V.  Junken  dates  his  birth  in  RuhIi- 
ville,  Indiana,  on  the  13th  of  November,  1833. 
II in  youth  was  spent  in  his  native  State  until 
1860,  when  he  went  to  Illinois,  but  returned  to 
Indiana  in  1864.  In  1868,  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  was  connected  with  a firm  in  Minneapolis  for 
one  year,  in  the  sale  of  agricultural  implements. 
He  was  then  engaged  in  farming  one  year  near 
Lake  Calhoun,  after  which  he  came  to  Wright 
county  and  took  a homestead  of  eighty  acres  in 
Middleville  township.  In  August,  1880,  he  en- 
gaged as  book-keeper  for  P.  & J.  W.  Fallihee,  at 
Waverly,  which  position  he  now  occupies.  Mr. 
Junken  was  married  in  Indiana,  on  the  1st  of 
March,  1855,  to  Miss  Martha  E.  Braun,  of  Quincy, 
Illinois,  avIio  died  in  Middleville,  in  October,  1875, 
leaving  five  children;  Fanny,  Mary,  Sigel,  James 
N.,  and  Robert.  Though  not  seeking  public  posi- 
tions, yet  Mr.  Junken  Avas  called  by  his  townsmen 
to  1111  some  olliee  of  responsibility  every  year  dur- 
ing his  residence  in  Middleville. 

La  Vierre  Kyte  was  born  in  Elmira,  New 
York,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1837.  He  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Michigan  when  but  a child, 
and  in  1872,  came  to  Minnesota  and  took  charge 
of  the  railroad  station  at  this  place,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  fills.  Mr.  Kyte  had  held  responsible 
positions  in  some  of  the  leading  railroad  olliees  in 
Michigan  prior  to  coming  here.  He  was  married 
at  Sturgis,  Michigan,  on  the  25th  of  March,  I860, 
to  Miss  Salome  Pontius,  a native  of  Ohio.  They 
have  had  three  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  liv- 
ing. Mrs.  Kyle  was  appointed  Postmistress  in 
1873,  and  has  held  tin1  olliee  ever  since. 

Hunky  Lammers,  a native  of  Westphalia,  Prus- 
sia, Avas  born  on  the  4th  of  January,  1827.  In 
1852,  he  came  to  America,  and  after  remaining 
one  year  in  Chicago,  removed  to  Wahvorth  county, 
Wisconsin,  Avhere  he  Avas  engaged  at  his  trade, 
that  of  carpenter  and  joiner,  for  tAvo  years.  Hb 
came  to  Minnesota  in  August,  1854,  and  folhnved 
his  trade  at  St.  Paul  until  185'J,  Avlien  he  came  to 
Wright  county  and  took  a claim  on  section  six, 
Franklin  toAvnsliip.  He  sold  his  claim  in  1861, 
and  came  to  Waverly,  Avhere  he  opened  the  second 
store  in  the  village.  In  1864,  he  disposed  of  his 
store  and  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  First 


Minnesota  Heavy  Artillery  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  Avar.  Returning  from  the  army  he 
purchased  a farm  on  section  nineteen,  in  this  toAvn- 
ship  and  has  since  devoted  much  of  his  time  to 
its  improvement,  it  being  one  of  llm  best  im- 
proved farms  in  tlie  county.  Mr.  Lammers  was 
married  in  Chicago,  on  the  17tli  of  May,  1854,  to 
Miss  Anna  Gardner,  Avho  died  in  November,  1865. 
She  had  borne  him  four  children,  tAvo  of  Avhom 
are  living;  Henry  L.  and  Dora  L.  He  Avas  again 
married  in  December,  1865,  to  Mrs.  Dimer  Kline. 
Four  children  Avere  born  of  this  marriage,  tAvo  of 
Avhom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are  named 
Matilda  and  George. 

Franklin  D.  Redfield  avrs  born  in  Princeton, 
Wisconsin,  on  the  13th  of  February,  1860.  Came 
to  this  State  Avitli  his  parents  and  located  at  Owa- 
tonna  in  1865.  A year  later  they  removed  to 
Hamilton,  then  to  Howard  Lake  in  December, 
1870.  In  1880,  they  sold  their  farm  in  the  latter 
place  and  came  to  this  village.  Mr.  Redfield  has 
been  engaged  in  school-teaching  for  the  past  1'cav 
years.  He  Avas  principal  of  the  village  schools  at 
Montrose  in  the  Avinter  of  1880  81,  but  at  the  close 
of  the  term,  entered  the  store  of  J.  F.  Miller  & Co. 
as  clerk.  Miss  Ida  Ball  became  his  Avil'e  on  the 
lltii  of  March,  1870.  They  have  tAvo  children, 
Adelbert  and  Duard. 

John  Roberge,  a native  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  27th  of  August,  1841.  He  came 
Avith  his  parents  to  Minnesota  at  the  age  of  seven 
years,  and  settled  in  St.  Paul,  Avliich  was  then  only 
a hamlet.  In  1852,  they  removed  to  the  Avest  side 
ot  the  town,  Avhere  the  father  still  resides  on  a 
farm.  The  mother  died  in  the  latter  place  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty-live  years. 
On  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted 
in  Company  11,  of  the  Tenth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  on  the  21st  of  August,  1865,  Avas 
mustered  out  at  Fort  Snelling.  About  three 
months  later,  he  came  to  Marysville  township, 
made  a claim  on  section  tAvo,  and  brought  his 
family  here  the  following  spring.  Mr.  Roberge 
Avas  united  in  marriage  Avitli  Miss  Matilda  Chris- 
tian, of  Michigan,  on  the  2!)th  of  October,  1865. 
Their  children  are,  Charles,  Cordelia,  Addie,  and 
Jeanette.  Willie,  the  youngest,  died  aged  ten 
months.  Mrs.  Roberge's  mother  is  also  a member 
of  the  family. 

George  M.  Wright,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
j region,  Avas  born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  22d  of 
j July,  1835.  He  came  to  this  county  in  1857,  and 
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took  a claim  in  Woodland,  on  which  ho  resided 
till  coining  to  his  present  farm  in  18G0.  Mr. 
Wright  has  always  been  engaged  in  farming  ex- 
cept about  two  years,  when  he  was  in  the  army. 
I le  served  in  the  Third  Battery,  Minnesota  Eight 
Artillery,  from  March,  JHGl,  till  February,  18GG. 
llis  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  S.  Hainer, 
is  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  became  his  wife 
on  the  24th  of  May,  185G.  They  have  ten  chil- 
dren; Herbert,  Hudson,  Ernest,  Henry,  Clarence, 
Charles,  Dwight,  Grant,  Anna  L.,  and  John  W. 

Arthur  Young,  a native  of  Canada,  came  to 
this  place  on  the  7th  of  April,  1879,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  engaged  in  business  for  himself.  In 
1881,  he  built  a fine  building  on  Main  street,  Wav- 
erly,  using  the  lower  part  for  a first-class  billiard 
room  and  dwelling,  and  the  upper  story  is  fitted 
for  a Lodge  room,  which  lie  rents  to  the  Druids, 
llis  brother,  Tliady,  who  came  here  in  1881),  is  his 
only  relative  in  the  United  States.  Mr.  Young 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Delma  Delback, 
of  Marysville,  on  the  8th  of  June,  1880. 


MONTICELLO. 

CHAPTER  CXXVIII. 

UENEKAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT  -VIL- 
LAGE HISTORY — MILLS SCHOOLS  CHURCHES 

SOCIETIES AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

Monticello,  one  of  the  northern  towns  of  Wright 
county,  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Sherburne 
county,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  east  by  Otsego,  south  by  Frankfort 
and  Bull'alo,  and  west  by  Maple  Lake  and  Silver 
Creek.  Its  form  is  irregular,  and  two  fractional 
townships,  with  a portion  of  a third,  also  frac- 
tional, are  embraced  within  its  borders.  Its  east- 
ern line  is  something  over  four  miles  in  extent,  its 
southern,  nine,  and  its  western,  eight  and  one  half; 
while  its  northern  line,  formed  by  the  Mississippi 
river,  is  about  twelve  miles  in  extent.  A light 
growth  of  timber  skirts  the  river,  reaching  back 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  where  it  unites 
with  the  heavier  timber  of  the  adjoining  territory. 
The  remainder  of  the  town,  with  some  slight  ex- 
ceptions, is  a beautiful  open  prairie,  gently  undu- 
lating, merging  into  brush  and  light  timber,  and 
now  under  thorough  cultivation,  and  dotted  by 


pleasant  farm  residences,  presenting  one  of  the 
most  delightful  scenes  to  be  found  in  the  North- 
west. To  the  south  and  west  of  the  village,  here- 
after mentioned,  are  numerous  lake's,  some  of 
which  are  of  rare  beauty,  and  often  visited  both 
by  pleasure-seekers  and  lovers  of  piscatorial  diver- 
sion. Pelican  lake,  a little  east  of  south  from  the 
village,  lies  partly  within  this  town,  and  partly  in 
Buffalo  and  Frankfort.  This  is  the  largest  body 
of  water  wholly  within  the  limits  of  Wright 
county,  and  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  as  are  also 
the  smaller  lakes  referred  to.  A chain  of  lakes  in 
the  western  part  of  the  town  are  connected  by 
streams  of.  moderate  size,  terminating  in  Mill 
creek,  which  forms  the  outlet,  and  empties  into 
the  Mississippi  just  above  the  village  limits. 
South  of  the  village,  a chain  of  lakes  are  con- 
nected in  like  manner,  but  have  no  visible  outlet. 
Most  of  these  lakes  are  environed  by  poplar  and 
oak  groves,  or  fringed  by  lighter  timber  and 
shrubbery,  and  constitue  a sportsman’s  paradise 
during  the  duck-hunting  season. 

Early  Settlement.— In  the  summer  of  1852, 
two  young  men,  Herbert  McCrory  and  F.  M.  Cad- 
well,  pushed  forward  along  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi beyond  the  cabins  of  earlier  settlers,  until 
charmed  with  the  picturesque  scenery  and  fertile 
soil,  they  selected  claims  and  commenced  improve- 
ments. Mr.  McCrory's  claim  was  in  section  three, 
west  of  the  present  village,  and  included  the  mill 
site  hereafter  mentioned.  Mr.  Cadwell’s  claim  was 
about  two  miles  above,  on  section  thirty-two  of 
tin1  adjoining  congressional  township.  The  next 
to  open  a farm  here  was  ltow  Brasie,  who  came 
from  Wisconsin  in  the  early  part  of  July,  1854, 
and  located  on  section  nine,  on  the  farm  now 
owned  by  G.  W.  Herrick.  Two  weeks  later,  about 
the  20th  of  July,  the  settlement  was  augmented 
by  the  arrival  of  J.  B.  Rich,  James  Marden,  J.  B. 
Marden,  Robert  Ford,  Henry  Carr,  and  Charles 
Davis,  all  of  whom  took  claims  within  two  miles 
of  the  present  village.  Subsequently  these  par- 
ties sold  to  other  early  comers,  except  Air.  Rich, 
who  remained  for  some  time  on  his  claim,  where 
he  made  considerable  improvement.  None  of  the 
others  remained  on  their  claims  a full  year. 

Soon  after  the  arrivals  above  noted,  Ashley  C. 
Riggs  laid  claim  to  the  present  site  of  Moritzious, 
now  lower  Monticello,  and  in  August  a young 
man  named  Proctor,  a printer,  from  St.  Anthony, 
built  a claim  shanty  on  the  present  site  of  Monti- 
eello.  Late  in  the  fall  of  that  year  S.  McManus 
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and  Thomas  Creighton  platted  the  town  site  of 
Monticello,  which  Mr.  Creighton  named  from  the 
“Little  Mountain,”  a hill  of  modest  proportions, 
about  two  miles  from  the  village  to  the  southeast. 
Previous  to  this,  in  September,  Ashley  C.  Riggs 
and  Moritzious  Weissberger  laid  out  the  town  of 
Moritzious.  Mr.  Riggs  also  established  a ferry 
across  the  Mississippi  the  same  season,  which  was 
the  only  one  here  for  two  years..  In  the  fall,  his 
brother,  George  W.,  bought  a half  interest  in  the 
ferry,  which  he  still  retains. 

Other  early  settlers  were,  Augustus  Mitchell,  H. 
H.  Helm,  Ira  Hoar,  and  H.  S.  Brasie,  who  came  in 
1851;  Z.  M.  Brown,  George  AV.  Riggs,  Thomas 
Anderson,  C.  S.  Boyd,  Ambrose  Bryant,  Alexan- 
der Mitchell,  Royal  Marsh,  Charles  Sydlinker,  and 
John  Whitcomb,  in  1855,  and  Sam.  E.  Adams,  C. 
AV.  Clarey,  T.  G.  Mealey,  Henry  Kreis,  the  AVal- 
dens,  Stokes,  and  others  who  followed  soon  after, 
and  settled  in  different  parts  of  the  town.  Of 
those  named,  the  majority  are  still  living  here,  as 
also  other  early  settlers  named  hereafter. 

The  first  store  opened  here  was  by  James  and 
Thomas  Chambers,  in  the  present  residence  of  Mrs. 
Brown,  widow  of  Geo.  Brown,  who  was  among  the 
early  settlers  here.  The  building  is  on  its  original 
site,  near  and  back  of  the  Advent  Church. 

The  first  church  in  185G,  by  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal society,  was  organized  under  the  pastoral 
direction  of  Rev.  Thornos  Creighton. 

A lumber  mill  was  built  in  1855,  by  Z.  M. 
Brown  and  Thomas  Creighton,  with  a daily  capacity 
of  about  twenty-five  thousand  feet.  The  mill  is 
yet  standing,  and  the  old  boom-piers  are  in  exist- 
ence, though  unused  for  several  years  past.  The 
property  is  now  owned  by  Fred.  Hitter,  and  is  sit- 
uated on  the  river  bank,  just  above  the  island  lying 
between  the  upper  and  lower  ferries.  A second 
lumber  mill  was  built  in  lower  town  the  year  fol- 
lowing, by  G.  AV.  and  A.  C.  Riggs,  J.  D.  Taylor, 

E.  Stiles,  and  II.  II.  Helm,  with  a capacity  of  twenty- 
five  thousand  feet  daily.  It  was  destroyed  by 
fire  in  November,  1858,  and  never  rebuilt.  Both 
mills  were  operated  by  steam. 

In  1857,  another  ferry  was  established  by  John 

F.  Gallow,  which  is  still  in  operation.  Mr.  Gal- 
low  died  some  years  ago,  and  the  ferry  was  run 
by  his  son,  John  E.  Gallow,  fora  number  of  years 
prior  to  1880,  when  it  was  sold  to  the  present 
owner,  Mr.  0.  Jones. 

E.  AV.  Merrill  first  directed  the  youth  of  the  en- 
ergetic, young  colony  in  the  paths  of  wisdom;  a 


rude  hall  being  devoted  to  that  purpose  in  the 
winter  of  1855-56.  The  following  summer  wit- 
nessed the  erection  of  a comfortable  school  build- 
ing, which  is  yet  in  existence,  though  long  since 
abandoned  as  an  institution  of  learning.  It  is  now 
on  section  eleven,  near  the  village.  The  first  term 
of  school  held  in  the  new  building  was  taught  by 
O.  C.  Gray. 

In  1856,  Harvey  Brookins  came  here  from  Illi- 
nois and  started  a livery  stable,  the  first  in  the 
place,  which  has  passed  through  different  hands, 
and  is  now  owned  by  P.  S.  Titus  and  J.  AV.  Hana- 
ford.  George  Knowlton  and  George  Libbey 
opened  the  first  blacksmith  shop,  in  1856. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  Monticello  was 
Fred  Anderson,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  fall  of 

1855.  The  first  within  the  village  limits  was  John 

G.,  son  of  George  AV.  Riggs,  the  birth  dating  De- 
cember 16th,  1855. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  Mrs.  Caswell,  an  in- 
valid lady  who  came  here  from  Canada  in  1855,  in 
the  hope  of  recovering  her  health.  She  came  too 
late,  however;  her  doom  was  sealed,  and  not  even 
the  health  giving  atmosphere  of  this  enchanting 
region  could  gainsay  the  “ Great  Destroyer.”  She 
died,  and  her  husband  soon  removed  to  Meeker 
county,  where  he  is  supposed  now  to  reside. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  about 

1856,  uniting  A.  S.  Descent  and  Miranda  Chandler. 
Another  occurred  not  far  from  this  time,  when  one 
of  the  present  merchants  of  Monticello,  then  hold- 
ing the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  under  appoint- 
ment (it  being  in  Territorial  days  ),  cemented  the 
future  destinies  of  F.  M.  Cadwell  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth McCrory. 

There  is  an  amusing  tradition  Htill  preserved  in 
relation  to  this  union.  It  is  said  that  this  officer 
had  been  engaged  to  perform  the  ceremony,  but  in 
the  multiplicity  of  business  cares  had  given  it  no 
further  thought,  until  reminded  of  it  a few  mo- 
ments before  the  appointed  time.  His  mind  was 
not  clear  as  to  the  exact  nature  of  his  duties,  or 
the  proper  course  of  procedure,  and  in  his  per- 
plexity he  resorted  to  his  prayer-book.  Vain  hope! 
It  yielded  no  guide  to  the  footsteps  of  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  being  then  unfamiliar  with  our  legal 
forms,  the  case  became  desperate.  However,  he 
rose  to  the  dignity  of  the  occasion,”  extracted 
solemn  promises  from  the  bride  and  groom,  and 
declared  them  man  and  wife,  “neceording  to  the 
law  in  such  cases  made  and  provided.”  The  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  the  ceremony  closed  with 
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the  words  “and  may  God  have  mercy  on  your 
souls,”  lacks  confirmation,  and  is  only  mentioned 
as  a matter  of  tradition. 

Thu  first  hotel  was  opened  to  the  public  in  Oc- 
tober, 1857.  1 1 was  called  the  Cataract  House, 

and  was  under  the  management  of  Mr.  Cross.  I t 
was  situated  near  the  lower  ferry,  and  was  de- 
stroyed by  fire  previous  to  the  late  civil  war. 

Minns.— The  first  flouring  mill  was  built  by 
William  Tubbs  in  1870,  and  was  situated  near  the 
mouth  of  Mill  creek,  just  west  of  the  village  limits. 
Tt  had  three  run  of  stones,  was  30x40  feet,  and  two 
stories  above  the  basement.  In  1874,  it  was  sold 
to  K.  G.  Staples,  who  took  J.  W.  Tennison  as  a 
partner,  the  firm  doing  business  until  January, 
1870,  when  the  mill  was  destroyed  by  lire.  In 

1880,  the  mill  property  was  purchased  by  Charles 
Januey,  who  erected  a larger  and  better  furnished 
mill,  which  he  is  now  operating  with  marked 
success. 

Soon  after  Mr.  Tubbs  built  the  first  mill,  as 
above  stated.  An  elevator  was  built  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  village  by  H.  Bliss  and  C.  W. 
Clarcy,  which  was  soon  after  changed  to  a steam 
grist  mill,  with  two  run  of  stones,  and  was  run 
until  about  1877,  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  the  fall  of  1879,  John  Holler  built  a small 
feed  mill  in  the  village,  run  b)  a portable  engine, 
which  was  discontinued  after  the  building  of  the 
present  flouring  mill.  Mr.  Holler  also  run  a jrort- 
able  saw  mill  in  the  village  during  the  present 
summer  ( 1881 ). 

Soon  after  the  war  a' portable  saw  mill  was  put 
in  operation  by  J.  B.  Blanchard  near  the  lower 
ferry,  which  was  run  some  time  and  terminated  in 
an  explosion,  killing  the  engineer,  a Mr.  Wood. 
Some  distance  above  this  mill  a tannery  was  built 
by  Benjamin  Bradford,  nut  long  after  the  war, 
which,  however,  was  not  long  continued. 

A Bost-ollice  was  established  in  1855,  which  for 
a time  glided,  like  a weaver’s  shuttle,  between 
upper  and  lower  town,  but  finally  found  a resting 
place  in  a central  location,  where  it  has  since  re- 
mained. G.  W.  Gerrisli  was  Postmaster  nearly 
twelve  years  prior  to  C.  E.  Kreis,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, who  took  charge  in  the  early  summer  of 

1881.  It  is  a money  order  office  and  one  of  the 
most  important  in  the  county. 

Monticello  was  first  incorporated  by  an  act  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature  approved  March  1st, 
1850,  the  boundaries  including  “so  much  of  the 
territory  of  Wright  county  us  is  contained  within 


the  town  site,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,”  the  same  to  constitute  “ a town  cor- 
po rated  by  the  name  of  Monticello.”  Moritzious 
was  also  incorporated  by  an  act  of  the  State  Leg- 
islature approved  August  13th,  1858,  which  act 
named  Moritzious  Weissberger  us  President,  A. 
Ilichter  as  liecorder,  and  Bow  Brasie,  with  t lie  two 
oflicers  named,  as  Trustees.  In  after  years,  diffi- 
culties relating  to  titles  led  to  some  change  in  the 
corporation  of  Monticello,  and  on  the  27th  of 
April,  1861,  the  present  organization  was  consum- 
mated, and  the  following  officers  elected : Presi- 
dent, Z.  M.  Brown;  Trustees,  W.  C.  Williams,  L. 
C.  Pickens,  and  J.  W.  Mulvey;  Recorder,  J.  G. 
Smith.  Moritzious  corporation  still  exists,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  certain  vil- 
lage lots  held  in  trust  according  to  the  provision 
of  the  corporate  act. 

Town  Okganization. — The  formation  of  the  pre- 
cinct of  Monticello  is  noted  in  the  county  history, 
and  requires  no  further  mention.  Under  the  or- 
ganization there  mentioned,  William  Creighton 
was  the  first,  and  Samuel  Wilder  the  second  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  J.  B.  Rich  the  first  Con- 
stable. The  present  town  organization  was  per- 
fected by  the  election  of  the  following  officers,  at 
the  first  annual  town  meeting,  held  on  the  11th 
of  May,  1858:  Supervisors,  II.  H.  Helm,  Chair- 
man, W.  C.  Williams  and  A.  Stuart;  Clerk,  Ly- 
man Case;  Assessor,  Horatio  Houlton;  Collector, 
W.  S.  Brookins;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Samuel 
Bennett  and  T.  G.  Mealev;  Constables,  W.  S. 
Brookins  and  J.  Leming;  Overseer  of  roads,  G.  W. 
Hamilton.  The  number  of  votes  cast  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty-seven,  from  which  may  be 
judged  something  of  the  growth  of  the  commu- 
nity since  the  lirst  settlement. 

Chukchks.  -The  Congregational  church  was 
organized  March  8th,  1856,  through  the  cll'orts  of 
Rev.  J.  C.  Whitney,  who  visited  the  place  in  Jan- 
uary, 1856,  and  held  religious  rervices  at  the  house 
of  N.  Fletcher.  Twenty-two  members  were  en- 
rolled. John  Perkins  was  elected  Deacon,  and  A. 
W.  Wood,  Clerk.  A church  was  built  during  the 
summer,  and  dedicated  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hicks  was  the  first  pastor,  and  his  suc- 
cessors have  been,  Revs.  W.  Griswold,  A.  K.  Fox, 
A.  V.  House,  O.  M.  Smith,  Rev.  Mr.  Jenks,  Rev. 
Mr.  Cutler,  A.  K.  Fox,  and  in  1881,  the  society  se- 
cured the  services  of  Rev.  Alva  A.  Hurd,  under 
whose  ministry  the  church  is  enjoying  an  encour- 
aging degree  of  prosperity. 
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1IT STOUT  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


The  Baptist  church  was  represented  as  early  as 
1850,  when  a society  was  organized  by  Rev.  L. 
Atkinson,  who  visited  the  place  under  the.  auspices 
<>|'  the  Homo  Missionary  (Society.  For  Home  1 imo 
tlu>  society  was  without  a place  of  worship,  hut  in 
1874,  commenced  the  erection  of  a church,  which 
was  completed  and  dedicated  in  1875.  The  first 
settled  pastor  was  Rev.  R.  H.  Weeks,  in  1800,  who 
remained  till  the  fall  of  1802,  and  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  G.  B.  Bills  in  1800,  the  church  being 
without  stated  preaching  during  the  interim.  In 
1873,  Rev.  M.  A.  Blowers  assumed  pastoral  charge, 
and  has  since  remained.  The  society  numbers 
about  forty-two,  and  the  church  edifice  is  a neat 
wood  structure,  erected  at  a cost  of  about  $1,500. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized 
under  the  ministration  of  Rev.  S.  T.  Creighton,  in 
1850,  through  whose  efforts  a church  was  soon 
erected,  and  on  Sunday,  October  18th,  1857,  was 
dedicated,  Rev.  John  Penman,  of  St.  Paul,  offici- 
ating. Since  Mr.  Creighton’s  term,  the  ministers 
following  were  in  the  order  here  given  : Noah  La- 

tlirop,  William  Shelly,  S.  T.  Sterritt,  — Whiting, 
A.  Welsh,  Perrigrim,  R.  Brooks,  If.  J.  Shaffher, 
L.  C.  Collins,  Shank,  Thomas  Day,  J.  G.  Teter,  L. 
Gleason,  and  M.  B.  Smith,  the  present  pastor. 
The  present  membership  is  about  sixty,  besides 
which  the  Otsego  church  is  connected,  the  pastor 
located  here  preaching  at  this  point  each  Sunday 
morning,  and  at  Otsego  in  the  afternoon.  In  1880, 
the  old  church  edifice  was  enlarged  and  remodeled, 
and  is  now  the  largest  and  best  in  the  village. 

The  Advent  Christian  church  was  organized  in 
the  fall  of  1808,  and  a church  erected  the  follow- 
ing year.  William  Chandler  assumed  the  whole 
expense  of  building,  and  placed  the,  church,  free  of 
charge,  at  the  disposal  of  the  society  so  long  as 
used  by  them  as  a house  of  worship,  with  the  fur- 
ther requirement  that  weekly  service  be  maintained. 
The  society  furnished  the  church,  and  are  held  re- 
sponsible for  its  preservation,  repairs,  etc.  Rev. 
O.  B.  Basset  effected  the  organization  of  the  soci- 
ety, and  Rev.  L.  C.  Collins  was  the  first  settled 
pastor.  He  vs.  S.  C.,  and  M.  Wellcome  have  since 
had  charge,  and  at  present  the  pulpit  is  supplied 
by  Rev.  C.  B.  Fellows. 

Each  of  the  churches  named  maintain  Sabbath 
schools,  and  unite  monthly  in  a union  concert, 
held  in  the  several  churches  in  regular  rotation. 

In  school  matters  Monticello  has  ever  been  fore- 
most among  western  towns.  The  early  school  ef- 
forts have  already  been  noted  and  need  no  further 


mention.  At  a time  when  the  village  was  yet  in 
its  infancy,  its  leading  citizens  conceived  the  praise- 
worthy idea  from  which  has  resulted  the  present 
indepcndcntdistrict,  and  Academy.  This  Academy 
wes  chartered  under  an  not  providing  for  a special 
class  of  graded  schools,  which  are  practically  ad 
juncts  of  the  State  University.  The  school  has 
three  departments — high,  intermediate,  and  pri- 
mary, in  the  first  of  which  are  taught  the  higher 
branches,  natural  philosophy,  geometry,  latin,  etc. 
The  charter  for  this  Academy  was  granted  in  1856, 
and  the  next  year  the  building  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  $7,000 — the  money  being  obtained  by  loan 
from  eastern  capitalists.  Considerable  dissatisfac- 
tion resulted  from  this  movement,  but  it  has  long 
since  died  away,  and  the  public  now  feel  a just 
pride  in  the  reputation  the  school  has  won  and 
still  maintains.  During  the  interval  between  the 
granting  of  the  charter  and  the  formal  opening  of 
the  building  for  school  purposes,  a school  of  two 
departments  was  conducted  by  Prof.  E.  W.  Merrill 
assisted  by  his  sister,  in  a hall  over  the  store  then 
owned  by  Vi.  M.  Brown,  and  known  later  as  the 
“People’s  Store”  in  upper  town.  Six  district 
schools  are  maintained  in  the  town,  which  with  the 
Academy  afford  educational  facilities  rarely  met 
with  throughout  the  Northwest. 

SOCIETIES. 

The  first  society  here  in  point  of  date  was  the 
Wright  County  Bible  Society,  which  was  organ- 
ized June  26th,  1855.  Only  imperfect  records  can 
be  obtained,  but  the  partial  list,  furnished  from 
memory,  names  C.  S.  Boyd  as  President,  Nathan 
Fletcher  as  Vice-President,  and  James  Chambers 
as  Secretary.  It  is  a matter  of  regret  that  full 
details  of  the  society  are  not  obtainable.  The 
present  officers  are:  President,  Henry  lvreis;  Vice- 
President,  J.  R.  Longfellow;  Secretary,  A.  F. 
Barker;  and  Treasurer,  George  W.  Carpenter.  The 
depository  is  at  the  store  of  Mr.  Carpenter.  The 
annual  meetings  of  the  society  occur  in  January 
at  some  one  of  the  churches  in  Monticello. 

Monticello  Union  Temperance  Society  was 
organized  March  21st,  1874,  with  tin1  following 
officers:  President,  Rev.  D Brooks;  Vice-Presi- 

dent, George  W.  Carpenter;  Secretary,  Samuel 
Wilder;  Treasurer,  Henry  lvreis;  Executive  Com- 
mittee, Rev.  O.  M.  Smith,  T.  Day,  Revs.  J ). 
Brooks,  M.  A.  Blowers,  and  S.  C.  Wellcome. 
Meetings  are  held  on  the  last  Sunday  evenings  of 
each  month,  at  each  of  the  churches  in  rotation. 
The  present  officers  arc:  President,  Samuel 
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Wilder;  Vice-President,  Henry  Kreis;  Secretary, 
Miss  Emma  Kreis;  Treasurer,  George  W.  Carpen- 
ter; Executive  Committee,  Revs.  A.  A.  Hurd,  M, 
A.  Blowers,  C.  It.  Fellows,  and  M.  It.  Smith. 

MoNi'KiicniiO  Lonou,  No.  Hi,  A.  E.  and  A.  M. 
wan  organized  U.  I).  in  December,  185G,  and  re- 
ceived its  charter  January,  Gtli,  1857.  The  char- 
ter members  were:  S.  J.  Mason,  Samuel  E.  Adams, 
Thomas  Chambers,  H.  H.  Helm,  C.  C.  Burns, 
George  M.  Bertram,  Ira  H.  Keen,  J.  N.  Barlow, 
Charles  King,  E.  W.  Merrill,  and  Joseph  Nelson. 
From  this  membership  the  following  officers  were 
chosen:  S.  J.  Mason,  W.  M.;  Sam.  E.  Adams,  S. 
W. ; Thomas  Chambers,  J.  W. ; C.  C.  Burns,  Sec,; 
H.  H.  Helm,  Treas. ; Ira  H.  Keen,  S.  1).;  and 
Joseph  Nelson,  Tyler.  Of  the  members  since 
added,  quite  a number  have  demitted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  affiliating  with  lodges  in  places  to  which 
they  had  removed,  besides  which  several  neighbor- 
ing lodges  have  drawn  from  this  in  charter  mem- 
bers at  the  time  of  organization,  this  being  the 
parent  lodge  of  this  region.  Several  of  the  origi- 
nal charter  members  are  still  here,  among  whom 
are  II.  11.  Helm  and  Joseph  Nelson,  the  former  of 
whom  is  the  only  Treasurer  the  lodge  has  ever 
chosen.  The  membership  at  the  last  annual  re- 
port was  forty-two.  The  present  officers  are: 
Henry  Kreis,  W.  M. ; Frank  Macdonald,  S.  W. ; 
Elam  S.  Gibbs,  J.  W.;  Fred.  H.  Brown,  Sec.;  H. 
11.  Helm,  Treas.;  II.  A.  Irwin,  S.  1).;  Daniel 
Mast,  J.  D.;  Daniel  Dearborn,  S.  S.;  Don  F.  Ful- 
ler, J.  S. ; and  W.  P.  Barnett,  Tyler. 

A lodge  of  Independent  Order  of  Good  Tem- 
plars was  organized  as  early  as  1864,  but  from 
lack  of  personal  effort  was  allowed  to  die  out,  and 
the  charter  was  forfeited.  The  present  organiza- 
tion was  effected  in  October,  1874,  with  twenty- 
seven  members  and  the  following  officers:  A.  F. 
Barker,  \\r.  0.  T.;  Laura  Kreis,  W.  V.  T.;  G.  T. 
Wellcome,  W.  S. ; Charles  0.  Whitney,  W.  C.; 
Annie  Wilson,  W.  A.  S.;  K.  G.  Staples,  W.  F.  S.; 
Mary  Longfellow,  W.  T.;  A.  B.  Burdall,  W.  M.; 
Nellie  Bliss,  I >.  M. 

The  interest  that  led  to  the  organization  has 
been  kept  up,  and  weekly  meetings  main- 
tained. They  meet  each  Friday  evening  in  a 
rented  hall,  which  is  furnished  by  the  society. 
Music  and  literary  exercises  render  the  meetings 
both  pleasant  and  profitable,  and  the  attendance 
is  usually  good.  The  present  membership  roll 
shows  fifty- three  names,  and  additions  are  cou- 
slanlly  being  made. 


A Cemetery  Association  was  organized  in  1857, 
incorporated  in  1858,  and  a tract  of  ground  seem  ed 
and  platted  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  site, 
where  now  lie  the  remains  of  many  of  the  early 
settlers.  The  once  plain,  grassy  slope  is  now 
thickly  studded  with  marble  slabs  and  polished 
columns;  tokens  of  love  for  the  departed,  and  silent 
reminders  of  man's  mortality. 

NuwsPAi'iiKS. — 'Jhe  first,  and  for  many  years 
the  only  paper  published  in  Wright  county,  was  in 
Monticello.  The  “ Montieello  Times”  was  pub- 
lished by  C.  M.  Kenton  in  1857,  and  con- 
tinued until  1851),  when  George  Gray,  now  a 
leading  merchant  of  Monticello,  purchased  the 
office  and  material,  and  in  June  began  the  publi- 
cation of  the  “Wright  County  Republican.”  Mr. 
Gray  also  published  the  “Northern  Statesman,” 
continuing  his  editorial  labors  till  1871,  when  he 
sold  the  office  to  T.  A.  Perriue,  who  changed  the 
name  to  the  “Wright  County  Times,”  which  name 
it  still  bears.  In  December,  1878,  Mr.  l’errine  was 
forced  to  abandon  editorial  labor,  owing  to  failing 
health,  and  sold  to  Ed.  A.  Fisher  and  Orlando 
.Kling,  firm  name  of  Fisher  & Kling,  which  part- 
nership continued  till  September,  1879,  when  Mr. 
Kling  returned  to  his  former  occupation,  that  of 
druggist,  Mr.  Fisher  continuing  the  publication 
till  September,  1880,  when  the  present  editor  and 
proprietor,  Sam  E.  Adams,  assumed  control.  The 
original  size  of  the  “Times”  was  a seven-column 
folio,  but  was  changed  to  a nine-column  folio  soon 
after  the  purchase  from  Mr.  Perriue. 

Monticello  township  has  a cultivated  area  of 
over  7,000  acres,  and  the  products,  according  to 
the  agricultural  report  for  1880,  were:  wheat, 
82,975  bushels;  oats,  27,771  bushels;  corn,  25,021 
bushels;  barley,  15  bushels;  rye,  1,000  bushels; 
buckwheat,  150  bushels;  potatoes,  5,214  bushels; 
beans,  49  bushels;  sugar  cane,  1,803  gallons;  cul- 
tivated hay,  371  tons;  llax  seed,  25  bushels;  tim- 
othy seed,  199  bushels;  wild  hay,  1,361  tons;  to- 
bacco, 20  pounds;  wool,  5,631  pounds;  butter, 
23,305  pounds;  honey,  1,690  pounds;  and  cheese, 
700  pounds. 

moun.uunoAij. 

Samuel  E.  Adams  is  a descendant  of  the  old 
Lexington,  Massachusetts,  family  of  that  name, 
and  was  born  in  Reading,  Windsor  county,  Ver- 
mont, on  the  1st  of  December,  1828.  When  Sam- 
uel was  about  a year  old,  the  family  removed  to 
Bellows  Falls,  and  thence  to  Rutland  county, 
where  he  was  raised  on  his  father’s  farm,  lie 
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prepared  for  college  at  Thetford  and  West  Ran- 
dolph, and  entered  Dartmouth  College  in  1851, 
but.  was  obliged  to  leave  on  account  of  ill  health. 
In  185.1,  lie  wiih  appoinled  bv  I ’resident  I’ierco, 
mule  agent  between  Boston  and  Burlington,  but 
two  years  later,  resigned  that  position  and  came  to 
Minnesota  on  account  of  a bronchial  difficulty, 
from  which  he  speedily  and  permanently  recov- 
ered. He  settled  in  Montieello,  then  the  seat  of 
justice  of  Wright  county,  in  1850,  and  for  two  or 
three  years  was  in  the  mercantile  trade.  In  1859, 
lie  was  appointed  special  agent  of  the  Post-office 
department  for  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and  the  next 
year,  became  Receiver  at  the  land  office  in  St. 
Cloud,  but  left  the  next  year,  when  the  republi- 
cans came  into  power.  Though  a democrat  in 
those  days,  he  was  for  prosecuting  the  war  for  the 
Union  with  the  utmost  energy  and  dispatch,  and 
in  1802,  was  appointed  Paymaster  by  President 
Lincoln.  He  was  breveted  Lieutenant  Colonel  in 
1805,  “ for  meritorious  services  in  the  field,”  and 
did  not  leave  the  service  until  January,  1800, 
when  honorably  discharged  by  the  Secretary  of 
War.  He  returned  to  Minnesota  in  1860,  and  en- 
gaged in  real  estate  and  mercantile  business,  con- 
tinuing the  latter  until  the  present  time.  He  was 
elected  State  Senator  in  1857,  and  re-elected  in 
1859,  and  while  in  that  body  served  on  the  com- 
mittee on  State  affairs,  public  lands,  towns  and 
counties,  and  engrossment.  He  has  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  for  many  years,  and  takes 
a deep  interest  in  educational  matters.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1880,  he  assumed  the  editorial  manage- 
ment of  the  “Wright  County  Times,”  which  he 
still  conducts.  Mr.  Adams  was  married  on  the 
21st  of  July,  1859,  to  Miss  Augusta  J.  Smith,  of 
Pittsford,  Vermont.  They  have  two  sons;  Henry 
Bice  and  John  Cain. 

Fred  T.  Anderson  was  born  in  the  township  of 
Montieello,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1855,  and  was 
lie  first  white  child  born  in  the  town.  His  father 
is  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  his  mother  was 
born  in  Maine.  Fred  is  their  only  child.  Mr.  An- 
lerson  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four 
lores  in  sections  six  and  seven,  Montieello  town- 
iliip.  He  married  Miss  A.  S.  Simmons  on  the  1st 
>f  January,  1878.  They  have  one  child,  named 
ilarion. 

Albert  F.  Baker,  a native  of  Bethel,  Maine, 
vas  born  on  the  2d  of  June,  1839.  He  was  fami- 
ng till  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  then  followed 
minting,  coining  to  Montieello  in  1850.  In  1802, 


he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  of  the  Eighth  "Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  two  years  on  Hi' 
frontier,  then  at  Fort  Snelling,  till  mustered  out 
in  .)  mm,  1 805.  lie  then  returned  to  Montieello, 
and  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  for  three 
years;  was  elected  clerk  of  the  District  Court,  which 
office  he  filled  from  I860  to  1870.  In  1870,  sold 
his  furniture  establishment,  and  engaged  in  the 
drug  business,  which  he  still  follows.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Eliza  J.  Brown,  of  Fitchburg, Massachu- 
setts, on  the  14tli  of  November,  1800.  Their  chil- 
dren are,  Nellie  I.,  Frederick  I.,  Bertie  M.,  George 
V.,  Mae,  and  Cullen  B. 

Isaac  Bailey,  a native  of  Canada  East,  was 
born  in  the  year  1822,  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1857.  After  remaining  a few 
months  at  Montieello,  he  removed  to  that  portion 
of  Big  Lake,  since  set-off  and  named  Orrock, 
where  he  resided  on  a farm  till  1870,  when  lie 
traded  the  farm  for  the  Central  House  at  Monti- 
eello, and  moved  to  Big  Lake  township,  where  lie 
owned  another  farm.  In  May,  1881,  he  moved  to 
Montieello,  and  took  charge  of  the  Central  House. 
While  a resident  of  Big  Lake  town,  he  filled 
various  positions  of  public  trust,  such  as  Town 
Clerk,  Town  Treasurer,  and  member  of  the  School 
Board.  Mr.  Bailey  has  won  quite  a reputation  as 
a hunter.  He  killed  over  four  hundred  deer  and 
a comparative  number  of  bears  while  a resident  of 
Orrock.  He  married  Miss  Margaret  Gibson,  of 
Quebec,  hi  1850.  Their  children  are,  Emma  J., 
Gibson  I.,  Abby  H.,  Elizabeth  A.,  Frederick  E., 
and  Elsa  A. 

Row  Bkasie,  a native  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
was  born  in  the  year  1806.  In  1844,  went  to  Il- 
linois and  farmed  for  a few  years,  then  to  Ripon, 
Wisconsin,  four  or  five  yearn,  where  he  was  fann- 
ing and  keeping  a hotel.  In  1851,  came  to  Monti- 
j cello,  locating  on  a farm  about  one  mile  from 
town,  but  after  four  years  sold  out  and  went,  to 
Big  Lake,  Sherburne  county,  and  fanned  till  1871. 
Then  moved  to  Delano  and  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising till  1880,  when  lie  moved  to  Litchfield, 
where  he  is  now  in  the  mercantile  trade,  lie 
married  Miss  Hulda  A.  Bettis.  Their  children 
are  Henry  S.,  W.  Worth,  John  A.,  and  Charles 
A.  Henry  S.  Brasie  was  born  on  the  18th  of 
August,  1838.  In  1864,  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  Montieello  for  two  years,  then  in  the 
hotel  business  for  the  same  length  of  time  in 
Lower  Town.  In  1871,  built  the  Merchants 
Hotel  in  Upper  Town,  operating  it  for  eight  years; 
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then  sold  to  Mr.  Jackson.  In  1879,  moved  on  a 
farm  in  section  twenty-three,  where  he  has  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
live  being  under  cultivation.  Ho  married  Miss 
Mary  II.  Hamilton  in  1800.  Their  children  are, 
Gertrude,  George,  Henry,  Nellie,  and  Grace. 

Milton  Bliss  was  born  on  the  ‘24th  of  April, 

1829,  at  Oswego,  New  York.  His  father  was  a 
manufacturer  of  woolen  goods,  with  whom  Milton, 
worked  in  the  mill  till  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Then  learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  followed 
building  for  fifteen  years,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  the  merchandise  trade  in  Orleans  county,  New 
York,  until  he  moved  to  Monticello  in  18GG.  He 
bought  a farm  on  sections  five  and  six,  where  he 
still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  M.  Lewis 
on  the  1st  of  December,  1853.  Their  children 
are,  Clement  L.  and  Nellie  M. 

Banker  Bailey,  a native  of  Vermont,  was  bom 
on  the  14th  of  May,  1802.  At  the  age  of  ten 
years  the  family  moved  to  Canada  East,  where  he 
spent  boyhood  on  a farm  and  lived  until  1855, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  sec- 
tions five  and  six,  Monticello  township,  giving  his 
attention  to  farming.  He  married  Miss  Eunice 
Caswell,  of  Vermont,  on  the  25th  of  September, 

1830.  Their  children  are,  Lucy,  Moody,  Susan, 
Helen,  and  Direxy. 

Kiev.  Martin  A.  Blowers,  a native  of  Onon- 
daga county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  19th  of 
February,  183G.  When  a small  boy,  the  family 
moved  to  Michigan,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion. He  attended  the  Kalamazoo  College,  pre- 
paring for  the  ministry  in  the  Baptist  Church. 
His  first  charge  was  at  Bolin,  Lenawee  county, 
where  he  was  ordained  in  18G9.  After  serving  the 
church  for  two  years,  removed  to  Wheatland,  the 
same  length  of  time,  thence  to  Monticello,  Minne- 
sota, in  1873,  where  he  is  still  Pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist, Church.  He  married  Miss  Delilah  E.  Nye,  of 
Otsego,  Wright  county,  in  March,  18GG.  Their 
children  are,  Frank  E.,  Mary  S.,  and  Olive  A. 

C.  S.  Boyd,  (deceased)  a native  of  Ohio,  was 
born  on  the  5tli  of  May,  1811.  He  learned  the 
mason  trade  while  young,  and  followed  the  busi- 
ness till  1855.  Then  came  to  Minnesota,  locating 
on  sections  twenty-two  and  twenty -seven,  Monti- 
cello township.  He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers, 
and  highly  respected  by  his  fellow-citizens.  He 
met  an  untimely  death  by  being  caught  under  a 
falling  tree  on  the  lGtli  of  February,  1880.  He 
married  Miss  Elizabeth  1 locket,  of  Ohio,  on  the 


7th  of  October,  1847.  Their  children  are,  Anna,  * 
Charles  W.,  Henry  H.,  and  Benjamin  F. 

Amrrose  Bryant,  a native  of  Kennebec  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  12th  of  June,  1810.  He 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  followed  the 
business  for  a number  of  years;  then  was  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  several  years.  In  1855, 
came  to  Monticello,  locating  on  a farm  in  sections 
thirty-two  and  thirty-three,  which  he  sold  in  the 
spring  of  1881,  and  is  now  living  with  his  son 
Alonzo.  He  married  Miss  Narcissa  Merrill,  of 
Windsor,  Maine,  on  the  15th  of  December,  1834. 
Of  twelve  children  born  to  them,  eleven  are  living. 

Ambrose  O.  Bryant,  a son  of  the  subject  of  our 
last  sketch,  was  born  on  the  6th  of  April,  1845,  in 
Windsor,  Maine.  He  married  Miss  Mary  E. 
Knights,  on  the  1st  of  December,  1880,  and  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  this  township. 

Herbert  E.  Bryant,  a brother  of  our  last  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Monticello  township,  on  the  3d 
of  May,  1859.  He  has  worked  on  his  father’s 
farm  most  of  his  life. 

Fremont  Bryant,  another  brother,  was  also 
born  in  Monticello,  on  the  30tli  of  October,  1857. 
He  resides  in  Buffalo,  engaged  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness. 

Peter  Becker,  a native  of  Prussia,  Germany, 
was  born  in  the  year  1844.  He  learned  the  tailor’s 
trade  in  his  native  country,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  18G8.  He  remained  three  years  in  Illi- 
nois, one  year  at  Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  then  went 
to  Wisconsin  for  a number  of  years.  In  1875,  he 
moved  to  Minnesota,  stopping  at  Minneapolis  for 
one  year;  then  came  to  Buffalo,  Wright  county, 
and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  at  the  tailor  busi- 
ness until  1880,  when  he  moved  to  Monticello,  and 
has  lived  here  since.  He  married  Miss  Susie 
Ludes,  in  1875.  They  have  three  children,  Annie 
K.,  John  A.,  and  Maggie  E. 

E.  K.  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Kennebec  county, 
Maine,  on  the  10tli  of  March,  1828.  He  shared 
the  advantages  of  a farmer’s  occupation,  which, 
with  lumbering,  he  followed  till  coining  to  St. 
Anthony  in  1851,  where  he  continued  in  the  lum- 
ber business  for  three  years.  In  1854,  returned 
to  his  native  State,  remaining  two  years,  then  re- 
turned to  Minnesota,  locating  on  a farm  near  Buf- 
falo, Wright  county.  In  18G2,  enlisted  in  the 
Mounted  Bangers,  serving  one  year  on  the  front- 
ier, also  served  one  year  in  the  South  during  the 
Bebellion.  Beturned  from  the  army  to  Buffalo, 
but  soon  located  on  a farm  in  section  twenty-nine, 
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Monticdlo  township.  Five  years  later,  lie  sold 
out  and  moved  to  section  twenty-two  in  the  same 
town  where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss 
Sarah  Ward  on  the  ‘21st  of  June,  18(H),  who  died 
September,  HO,  18(i(J.  He  chose  for  a second  wife, 
Mrs.  Almoda  Foster.  Ilis  children  are,  Fanil  W., 
Frson  C.,  and  Oscar  T. 

Charles  W.  Clarey,  a native  of  Georgetown, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  31st  of  July,  1833,  par- 
ticipating in  farm  labors,  together  with  lumber- 
ing, till  he  came  to  Minnesota  in  1853.  He  spent 
two  years  as  salesman  in  a dry  goods  house  in  St. 
Paul  and  Minneapolis;  then  came  to  Montieello 
in  1850,  engaging  in  the  merchandise  trade  for  a 
time,  then  in  the  stock  trade  for  four  or  five  years, 
after  which  he  was  in  the  wheelwright  business, 
for  about  ten  years.  In  1870,  engaged  in  the 
wheat  trade  and  doing  a general  business.  He 
lives  in  the  village,  and  carries  on  a farm,  owning 
about  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  town- 
ship. ■ He  married  Miss  Margaret  Seeley,  of  St. 
George,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  2d  of  April,  1857. 
Their  children  are,  Jennie,  Amanda,  Charles, 
Howard,  Herbert,  Maud,  and  Ernest. 

Georoe  W.  M.  Drake  was  horn  in  Northamp- 
ton, Massachusetts,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1827.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen,  he  went  to  Boston,  and  learned 
the  brick  mason  trade,  which  business  he  followed 
for  ten  years.  In  1855,  moved  to  Minnesota,  and 
located  on  section  twenty,  Montieello  township, 
and  farmed  for  ten  years,  then  moved  into  Monti- 
cello,  and  opened  a blacksmith  shop,  which  he 
still  continues.  He  married  Miss  Jane  Frith,  in 
1850.  They  have  three  children;  Addie,  Nellie, 
and  Frank. 

P.  S.  Titus,  a native  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
was  born  on  the  18th  of  April,  183!),  and  engaged 
in  farming  pursuits  till  18(50,  when  he,  like  most 
young  men  sought  his  fortune  in  the  West.  He 
located  in  Montieello,  Wright  county,  working  in 
a hotel  for  oiu'  year,  then  on  a farm  for  one  year, 
when  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Begiment, 
serving  for  three  years.  After  returning  from  the 
army,  farmed  till  1870,  then  engaged  in  the  livery 
and  stage  business,  in  which  he  has  continued  to* 
this  date.  He  married  Miss  Flora  Hansford  in 
1805.  Their  children  are,  Herman  and  May. 

Gkorue  Guay,  a native  of  Look  port,  New  York, 
was  born  on  the  0th  of  March,  1830.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  went  into  a printing  office  in  his  native 
town,  where  lie  remained  till  1857,  when  he  came 
to  St.  Anthony  and  worked  in  the  otlice  of  “The 


St.  Anthony  Express”  for  one  year.  In  a short 
time  he  established  a semi-weekly  paper  called 
“The  St.  Anthony  Advertiser,”  which  he  con- 
ducted for  six  months,  then  sold  out  and  came  to 
Montieello  and  bought  out  “The  Montieello 
Times,”  which  had  been  started  in  1857  by  C.  M. 
Kenton,  being  the  first  paper  published  in  this 
place.  Mr.  Gray  changed  the  name  of  the  paper 
to  “The  Wright  County  Republican,”  the  first  is- 
sue appearing  in  June,  1858.  After  conducting 
the  paper  for  about  thirteen  years,  sold  out  to  T. 
A.  Perrine.  Prior  to  this  time  Mr.  Gray  ( in  1805) 
bought  a newspaper  office  at  Anoka  and  started 
“ The  Anoka  Union,”  which  he  controlled  for  a 
year,  then  sold  it  to  G.  S.  Pease,  the  present  pro- 
prietor. In  1871  he  moved  to  Reading,  Mich- 
igan, where  he  published  a Rejmblican  paper 
called  “Rough  Notes”  for  three  years,  then  sold 
out  and  returned  to  Montieello  and  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  which  lie  still  follows. 
He  married  Miss  Elvira  E.  Gaskill  on  the  14th  of 
June,  1858.  Their  children  are,  Carrie  A.,  Charles 
W.  and  Lottie  A. 

Daniel  Gray,  a native  of  Topsham,  Maine,  was 
born  on  the  31st  of  December,  1820,  residing  in 
his  native  State  till  1854,  when  he  came  west.  Ho 
located  in  Montieello,  and  for  the  past  ten  years, 
his  genial  countenance  has  been  visible  at  the 
drug  store  of  Colonel  Samuel  Adams. 

Elam  S.  Girls,  M.  D.,  a native  of  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  1st  of  May, 
1847.  He  went  to  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota,  in  18G5; 
taught  school  one  year,  then  gave  his  attention  to 
the  study  of  medicine,  graduating  from  the  Med- 
ical College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of 
February,  1 8(H).  Then  practiced  medicine  at 
Geneva,  Freeborn  county,  Minnesota,  for  two 
years,  then  at  Glencoe  and  Litchfield,  two  years 
in  each  place,  and  in  1875,  came  to  Montieello, 
where  he  continues  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. He  married  Miss  Martha  J.  Brown,  of  Dun- 
das,  Rice  county,  Minnesota,  on  the  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1870.  Their  children  are,  Gertrude  E.  and 
Elsie  C. 

Myron  Clark  Gould  was  born  in  Cook  county, 
Illinois,  where  he  lived  till  ten  years  of  age,  when 
the  family  moved  to  Dakota  county,  Minnesota, 
locating  on  a farm  twelve  miles  from  Hastings. 
He  enlisted,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  Company 
K,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  .Infantry. 
He  was  on  one  expedition  to  the  Plains;  sta- 
tioned for  one  year  at  Alexandria,  Minnesota,  and 
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went  South  in  1804.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro’,  Tennessee,  and  mustered  out  at 
Charlotte,  North  Caralina,  in  1865.  He  then 
came  to  Kandiyohi  county,  Minnesota,  where  he 
lived  on  a farm  until  he  moved  to  the  township  of 
Monticello.  He  has  eighty  acres  in  section 
twenty-one,  which  he  bought  in  May,  1881.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Minnick  in  September, 
1809,  who  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York.  They  have  six  children. 

Fkedkick  Hitter,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  in  the  year  1880;  came  to  America  in  1850, 
locating  in  New  York  for  six  years,  working  at  the 
carpenter  business.  Then  came  to  Maple  Lake, 
Wright  county,  and  took  a claim  in  section  fifteen, 
farming  and  doing  carpenter  work  until  1861) 
when  he  removed  to  Monticello.  In  1802,  he  opened 
a saloon  and  grocery  store,  and  soon  after  added 
agricultural  implements,  which  business  he  fol- 
lowed till  1870.  Then  sold  his  business  and  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  for  four  or 
five  years,  after  which  he  opened  a general  mer- 
cantile store.  He  married  Miss  Willielmina  Schultz 
in  1858.  Their  children  are,  William,  Louisa, 
Minnie,  Fredrick,  Annie,  Julia,  Flora,  Herman, 
Harry,  and  an  infant  not  yet  named. 

John  A.  Holler  was  born  in  Ohio  on  the  12th 
of  April,  1843.  He  was  reared  to  farming  pur- 
suits, and  in  1800,  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
on  a farm  in  Big  Lake  township,  Sherburne  county, 
and  four  years  later,  came  to  Monticello,  locating 
on  a farm  four  miles  southeast  of  the  village. 
After  remaining  in  the  latter  place  seven  years,  he 
removed  to  the  village  and  was  engaged  in  con- 
tracting and  building  until  1879.  In  the  spring 
of  1881,  he  erected  a temporary  saw  mill  about 
half  a mile  above  Monticello,  but  intends  erecting 
a permanent  building  with  an  increased  capacity, 
very  soon.  Mr.  Holler  was  married  in  1871,  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  ('lark,  of  Maine.  Their  children 
are,  Harry,  George,  Ernest,  and  John. 

Hen  it  y H.  Helm,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Monticello,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  on  the  30th  of 
November,  1801.  While  a small  boy,  the  I'amijy 
moved  to  Indiana,  and  in  1854,  to  Monticello, 
Wright  county,  locating  on  section  thirteen,  where 
he  still  resides,  lie  married  Miss  Susan  Martin,  of 
Indiana,  in  1833.  Their  children  are,  Elizabeth, 
William  II.,  Nancy,  and  Clay. 

William  H.  Helm,  a son  of  Henry  II.  Helm, 
was  born  at  Logs  import,  India  na,  on  the  21th  of 
February,  1830.  Ho  came  to  Monticello  with 
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his  parents  and  was  in  the  store  of  S.  E.  Adams 
as  a clerk  for  some  years.  In  1800,  went  to  Craw- 
ford county,  Missouri,  and  when  the  war  broke 
out,  enlisted  in  the  Forty-eighth  Missouri  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  serving  eight  months,  when  he  was 
transferred  to  the  United  States  Mail  Service,  in 
which  he  continued  for  fourteen  years,  running 
from  St.  Louis  to  Vinita  in  the  Cherokee  Nation. 
In  1880,  he  resigned  his  position  in  favor  of  his 
son,  Harry  N.  Helm,  who  still  occupies  the  place. 
After  resigning  his  position,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  returned  to  Monticello,  taking  charge  of 
the  old  home  and  caring  for  his  father  in  his  de- 
clining years.-  He  married  Miss  Emma  Smith,  a 
native  of  Boone  county,  Illinois,  in  1858.  Their 
children  are,  Harry  N.,  Jessie  A.,  Cora  E.,  Edwin 
M.,  William  B.,  and  Frederick  L. 

Henry  Hitter,  a native  of  Germany,  was  born 
in  the  year  1835,  emigrating  to  America  in  1800, 
and  locating  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  he 
was  employed  in  a butcher  shop  till  1869.  Then 
came  to  Monticello,  opening  the  first  meat  market 
in  the  place,  and  continues  in  that  business.  He 
married  Miss  Margaret  Yenigen,  of  New  York 
City,  in  1801.  Their  children  are,  llosa,  Henry, 
Frederick,  Augusta,  Charles,  William,  Victor,  and 
John. 

Ira  Hoar,  a native  of  Worcester  county,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  born  in  the  year  1803.  He  is  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  this  township,  locating  in  Mont- 
icello, in  section  thirty-four,  in  the  fall  of  1854, 
where  he  still  resides,  engaged  in  farming,  which 
has  been  his  life’s  business.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Sarah  Wagner.  Their  children  are,  Alfred  W., 
Mary,  William  H.,  and  Susan.  His  two  sons, 
Alfred  W.,  and  William  H.,  are  farmers  and 
live  in  the  neighborhood.  Alfred  W.  married 
Miss  Josephine  Jackson  in  1809.  They  have  two 
children;  Charles  A.,  and  Arthur  C.  William  II. 
is  single  and  lives  with  his  parents. 

William  Irving  was  born  in  the  village  of 
Cocliecton,  Sullivan  county,  New  York,  on  the 
lOtli  of  July,  1809.  He  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering,  until  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1K57. 
He  located  on  a farm  in  the  township  of  Monti- 
cello,  where  lie  has  given  1 1 is  attention  to  farming, 
lie  married  Miss  Emily  G.  Mitchell  in  1834,  and 
they  had  three  children,  his  wife  dying  in  1848. 
He  was  married  again  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Calkin, 
who  died  in  1871,  leaving  two  children.  His 
present  wife  was  Mrs.  Lucy  A.  Smith.  They, 
also,  have  two  children. 
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HI  STORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


Charles  C.  Jackson,  a native  of  Monticello, 
New  York,  was  born  on  tlio  Kith  of  November, 
1852.  The  family  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  while 
Charles  was  a small  boy,  and  in  1807,  came  to 
Monticello,  Minnesota,  where  they  located  on  a 
farm.  Here  Charles  grew  to  manhood,  and  in 
1873,  went  to  the  lied  Lake  Agency,  Beltrami 
county,  remaining  six  years,  farming  and  team- 
ing for  the  Government.  In  1879,  he  returned  to 
Monticello;  bought  the  Merchant’s  Hotel,  refitting, 
furnishing,  and  conducting  the  same  till  the  fall  of 
1881.  He  married  Miss  Isabel  Allen,  daughter  of 
Dr.  C.  P.  Allen,  now  located  at  White  Earth 
Agency,  Becker  county,  on  the  30tli  of  November, 
187G. 

Charles  Janney,  a native  of  Linconshire,  Eng- 
land, was  born  on  the  9th  of  November,  1838.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  he  emigrated  to  Canada, 
and  in  1859,  removed  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where 
he  followed  milling  for  about  five  years.  Then 
moved  to  Terre  Haute,  Indiana,  for  one  year,  then 
to  Neoga,  Illinois,  working  at  milling  till  1871, 
when  ho  came  to  Monticello,  and  built  a flouring 
mill.  His  two  sons  are  connected  with  him  in 
business,  the  linn  name  being  Janney  and  Sons. 
He  married  Miss  Angeline  A.  Woods,  of  East 
Washington,  New  Hampshire,  in  1859.  Their 
children  are,  Frank  D.,  William  R.,  and  Gertie  A. 

David  Jackson  was  born  in  Worcester  county, 
Massachusetts,  in  the  year  1815.  In  1836,  he 
went  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  where  he  clerked  in 
a store  for  one  year,  then  to  Hannibal,  where  he 
engaged  in  merchandising  for  eighteen  years.  Six 
years  of  this  time  he  was  Sheriff  of  the  county. 
Then  for  about  twenty  years  was  engaged  in  a 
mercantile  line  in  Nebraska,  after  which,  in  1875, 
he  came  to  Monticello,  where  he  now  lives,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Henry  Kreis,  a native  of  Baltimore  county, 
Maryland,  was  born  on  the  15tli  of  June,  1821. 
He  attended  school  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  till 
sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  learn  the 
tobacconist  business,  following  it  for  two  years; 
then  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed 
for  twenty-three  years.  In  184G,  he  entered  the 
employ  of  the  Baltimore  & Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany, building  bridges  and  doing  general  carpen- 
ter work  on  their  line  till  185G.  Then  came  to 
Monticello,  where  he  has  since  resided,  working  at 
his  trade  till  the  fall  of  18(52,  when  ho  was  elected 
County  Auditor,  which  position  he  held  till  1871. 
Then  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  which  he 


still  continues.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  the  last  ten  years,  also  Chairman  of  the  board 
of  Supervisors  for  the  last  eight  years,  and  is  a mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  President  of  the  Vil- 
lage Council.  Was  married  on  the  18th  of  June, 
1844,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Burns,  of  Baltimore.  Their 
children  arc,  Anna  E.,  Charles  E.,  Robert  B.,  Kate 
A.,  Emma  R.,  Laura  A.,  Minnie,  Cora  B.,  and 
Harry  L. 

Charles  E.  Kreis  was  born  in  Elysville,  How- 
ard county,  Maryland,  in  the  year  1848.  He  came 
with  the  family  to  Monticello,  Minnesota,  in  185G. 
He  learned  the  printing  business  with  George  Gray 
of  this  place,  and  was  employed  for  about  three 
years  on  the  “Daily  Times”  at  Minneapolis.  He 
was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Monticello,  in  1881. 
Mr.  Kreis  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Helm,  of 
Monticello,  on  the  19th  of  October,  1875.  They 
have  one  child,  Laurence  B. 

Robert  B.  Kreis,  son  of  Henry  Kreis,  was  born 
in  Elysville,  Maryland,  in  the  year  1850.  The 
family  moved  to  Baltimore  when  Robert  was  a 
small  child,  and  in  185G,  to  Monticello,  Minnesota, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  commenced  clerk- 
ing in  the  merchandise  business  when  young,  and 
in  1872,  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in  com- 
pany with  his  father.  This  copartnership  contin- 
ued about  four  years  when  the  partnership  was 
dissolved,  and  he  has  since  carried  on  a general 
store  in  the  place.  He  married  Miss  Sadie  B.  Well- 
come, on  the  19th  of  October,  1875.  The  fruit  of 
this  union  is  two  children;  Herbert  R.  and  Rob- 
ert R. 

Austin  Keen,  a native  of  Paris,  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  February,  1815. 
His  father  was  a carpenter  and  joiner  and  lumber- 
man, and  also  carried  on  a farm.  Austin  grew  to 
manhood,  and  for  some  time  after  attaining  his 
majority,  engaged  more  or  less  in  the  various  kinds 
of  labor  offered  by  the  several  different  callings 
named,  under  his  father’s  management,  until  1858. 
After  this  date  Mr.  Keen  moved  to  Anoka,  Minne- 
sota, where  he  was  lumbering  and  farming  for 
nine  years,  when  he  removed  to  Monticello  and 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  the  same 
length  of  time.  Then  began  the  manufacture  of 
wagons,  which  business  ho  still  continues.  He 
married  Miss  Lucy  J.  Lovell,  of  Somerset  county, 
Maine,  on  the  10th  of  March,  1840.  Their  child- 
ren are,  Alvin  F.,  Minta,  Melissa,  and  Laura. 

John  H.  Longfellow,  a native  of  Newbury- 
port,  Massachusetts,  was  born  on  the  3d  of  June, 
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1850.  He  came  to  Monticello  in  18G9,  and  has 
made  house  painting  his  business  through  life.  He 
married  Miss  Susan  J.  Prime  on  the  24tli  of  De- 
cember, 1873.  They  have  two  children,  Albert 
It.  and  Samuel  II.  His  wife  died  on  the  23d  of 
Jannuary,  187!). 

John-  Luthy  was  born  in  Switzerland  in  the 
year  1823.  He  came  to  America  in  1853,  and  af- 
ter remaining  about  five  years  in  Illinois,  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  spent  two  years  in  St.  Anthony 
and  the  same  length  of  time  in  St.  Paul,  being 
employed  at  the  trade  of  harness  making.  He  came 
to  Monticello  in  186(5,  and  has  since  carried  on  a 
harness  shop  at  this  place.  He  has  been  Treas- 
urer of  the  Grange  for  ten  years,  and  Treasurer  of 
the  town  for  one  year.  He  married  Sophia  Marti 
in  1858.  They  had  two  children,  Frank  and  Emma. 
Mrs.  Luthy  died  in  1865.  He  married  a second 
wife,  Miss  Anna  Marti,  in  186(5.  They  have  seven 
children;  Frank,  Louie,  Matilda,  Minnie,  Charles, 
Albert,  George,  and  Ella. 

Lewis  Lixdley,  a native  of  New  York  State, 
was  born  in  the  year  1817.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
he  went  to  Michigan,  where  he  lived  till  1859. 
He  then  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  about  two 
miles  below  the  village  of  Monticello  on  a farm, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years.  Then  went  to 
Michigan  for  two  years;  after  which  he  returned 
to  Monticello  township,  and  bought  a farm  in  sec- 
tion sixteen,  on  which  he  lived  till  187(5.  He  then 
removed  to Rockford  for  about  two  years,  after  which 
he  again  returned  to  Monticello,  and  now  lives  in 
the  village.  He  owns  land  in  the  township  and 
gives  his  attention  to  farming  interests.  He  married 
Miss  Sylvia  Fuller  in  1839.  They  have  two  child- 
ren, John  E.  and  Phoebe. 

Touias  G.  Mealey,  a native  of  Charlotte  county, 
New  Hrunswick,  was  born  on  the  5th  of  August, 
1823.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  common 
schools,  participating  in  the  labor  of  a farm,  and 
lumbering  till  1845,  when  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising till  1849.  After  this  date  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, engaging  in  various  interests,  such  as  min- 
ing, merchandising,  building,  and  lumbering  till 
1852,  when  he  returned  to  his  native  place  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  for  three  years. 
In  1855  he  came  to  Minnesota,  landing  at  St.  An- 
thony on  tin?  15th  of  November.  In  January 
following  he  came  to  Monticello  and  bought  an 
interest  in  the  first,  saw  mill  erected  in  the  village. 
The  following  March  he  sold  the  mill  and  went 
into  business  with  Martin  Fox,  in  which  he  con- 


tinued until  the  fall  of  1858,  when  he  sold  his 
interest  to  H.  F.  Lillibridge,  after  which  he  engaged 
in  farming  for  a time  on  his  land  near  the  village. 
In  1863,  Mr.  Mealey  and  Mr.  Bradford  bought  out 
Mr.  Lillibridge,  since  which  time  the  firm  names 
have  been,  Mealey  & Bradford,  Mealey  & Long- 
fellow, T.  G.  Mealey,  and  now  it  is  T.  G.  Mealey 
& Son.  Mr.  Mealey  has  filled  the  position  of  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  Probate  Judge.  In  1872, 
was  elected  a member  of  the  House  of  Bepresent- 
atives,  and  in  1873,  was  elected  Senator  from  the 
thirty-second  district,  and  in  1875,  refused  a nomi- 
nation for  the  same  oflice.  In  1877,  he.  accepted  the 
nomination  and  was  elected  Senator  for  two  years, 
but  owing  to  the  adoption  of  the  biennial  session 
law,  only  served  one  year,  but  in  1878,  was 
elected  to  the  same  ollice  for  four  years.  In  1877, 
he  gave  his  attention  to  the  then  imperfect  tax 
law,  and  was  instrumental  in  securing  our  present 
statute,  commonly  called  the  “iron-clad  tax  law.” 
He  was  a delegate  to  the  St.  Louis  convention 
which  nominated  Tilden,  and  was  one  of  the  demo- 
cratic nominees  for  Elector  in  1880.  Was  a repub- 
lican up  to  the  fall  of  1872,  but  in  the  Greeley 
campaign,  went  over  to  the  democratic  party,  and 
has  co-operated  with  that  party  since  that  time. 
He  married  Miss  Catharine  J.  Prescott  in  1855. 
They  have  five  children,  two  sons  and  three 
daughters. 

Alexander  Mitchell,  a native  of  Maine,  was 
born  on  the  16th  of  November,  1808.  When  a 
small  boy,  the  family  moved  to  Monroe,  Maine, 
where  Alexander  took  part  in  fanning  labor.  In 
the  fall  of  1854,  he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  re- 
mained till  the  spring  of  1855,  when  he  came  to 
Monticello  townsliij),  locating  on  section  sixteen, 
where  he  lived  till  1862;  then  sold  his  farm  and 
bought  another  in  section  ten  of  the  same  town- 
ship, where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Miss  Je- 
rusha  Webber  on  the  2d  of  November,  1836. 
Their  living  children  are,  Frank,  Henry,  Albert, 
Augustus,  Laura,  Fremont,  Dora,  and  Edward. 

Augustus  Mitchell,  a native  of  Bridgewater, 
Grafton  county,  New  Hampshire,  was  born  on  the 
24tli  of  May,  1829.  He  enjoyed  the  advantages 
of  a farmer’s  boy  in  school  and  social  privileges. 
In  1854,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  on  sec- 
tion twenty-eight,  in  the  township  of  Monticello, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Emeline 
L.  Hanaford  on  the  9th  of  January,  1852.  Their 
children  are,  Gertrude,  llortense,  Luzerna  E.,  Eliru 
E.,  and  Lester. 
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Royal  Marsh,  a native  of  Vermont,  was  bom 
. on  the  20th  of  April,  1815.  When  a youth  the 
family  moved  to  Tompkins  county,  New  York, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm  till  seventeen  years  of 
age.  Then  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  and  in 
1855,  came  to  Monticello,  where  he  opened  a shop, 
doing  the  first  work  in  this  line  in  the  county. 
He  subsequently  located  on  section  twenty-seven, 
where  he  still  resides.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A. 
Scott,  of  New  York,  December  12th,  1839.  Their 
children  are,  Calista  and  Walker. 

Daniel  Mast,  a native  of  Bavaria,  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  30tli  of  March,  1841.  He  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  parents,  landing  at 
New  York  City  on  the  21st  of  March,  1847.  The 
family  located  on  a farm  thirty  miles  south  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  where  they  lived  till  1872,  when 
they  removed  to  a small  place  near  the  old  home, 
where  Mr.  Mast’s  mother  still  lives;  his  father 
died  on  the  15tli  of  October,  1875.  Mr.  Mast  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  of  the  One  hundredth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1802. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  on 
the  19th  of  September,  1803.  He  laid  in  the  hos- 
pital about  six  weeks,  but  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment in  time  to  participate  in  the  battle  of  Mis- 
sion Ridge.  He  was  in  seventeen  engagements 
besides  numerous  skirmishes,  and  was  mustered 
out  with  the  regiment  at  Chicago  on  the  2d  of 
July,  1805.  He  returned  to  his  home  in  Illi- 
nois where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  some  years.  In  the  spring  of  1872,  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  and  bought  a farm  in  Monticello 
township,  where  he  lived  for  three  years.  Then 
sold  out,  and  after  a short  time,  bought  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  in  sections  twenty  and  twenty- 
one,  where  he  now  resides.  He  has  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  town.  Mr.  Mast  Married 
Miss  Caroline  Schrnum,  who  was  born  in  Ohio. 
Their  children  are,  William  L.,  Matilda  M.,  John 
A.  L.,  and  Anna  O. 

Horatio  M.  Prime,  a native  of  the  state  of 
Now  York,  was  born  on  the  4th  of  March,  1841. 
When  1 io  was  about  fifteen  years  of  ago  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Monticello,  Minnesota,  where  Hora- 
tio worked  on  a farm  for  about  fivo  years;  then 
went  to  St.  Paul  to  learn  the  harness  maker’s 
trade,  where  he  remained  till  18C2.  After  this 
date  ho  went  south,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government,  working  at  his  trade.  Returning  to 
this  State,  he  worked  at  different  places  iill  the 
spring  of  1880,  when  he  returned  to  Monticello 


and  opened  a harness  shop,  which  he  is  now  oper- 
ating. He  married  Miss  Sarah  Lowe,  of  Winona, 
Minnesota,  on  the  1st  of  January,  18(59.  Their 
children  are,  Jesse  L.  and  Mary. 

Lemuel  S.  Pratt  was  born  in  Hebron,  Oxford 
county,  Maine,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1818.  lie 
engaged  in  farming  and  lumbering  until  1850, 
when  he  removed  to  Iowa.  After  living  six  years 
on  a farm  in  Allamakee  county,  he  removed  to 
Isanti  county,  Minnesota.  AVas  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  Isanti  county  in  1857,  and  also  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  that  county.  In  1858,  he  removed 
to  Anoka,  where  he  resided  till  1866,  working  on 
a farm.  Then  removed  to  Monticello  and  located 
on  section  fifteen,  where  he  still  resides.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Nancy  McClure,  of  Maine,  on  the  15th 
of  March,  1844.  Their  living  children  are,  Lem- 
uel AV.,  Thomas  F.,  Ada  F.,  Martha  E.  and  Maria 
M.,  (twins)  and  Charles  G. 

John  B.  Parvin  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  2d  of  January,  1823.  AA'hen 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to 
Chester  Hill,  Pennsylvania.  Soon  after,  John 
went  to  Williamsburg,  New  York,  and  was  clerk- 
ing in  a store  till  1846,  when  he  enlisted  and  went 
to  the  Mexican  war,  serving  two  years  in  Califor- 
nia. After  receiving  his  discharge,  remained  in 
California  until  184!),  then  returned  to  AA'illiams- 
burg,  engaging  in  merchandising  for  one  year; 
then  went  to  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania, 
working  on  a farm  till  1857,  when  he  came  to  Mon- 
ticello, and  was  farming  until  1862.  He  then  en- 
listed in  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  three  years.  He  returned  to  Monti- 
cello and  farmed  till  1872;  then  moved  to  AVadena 
county  for  two  years,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Monticello,  where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Alisa 
Sarah  How,  of  Maine,  in  1870.  Mrs.  Parvin  has 
a millinery  store  in  the  village. 

George  AV.  Riggs  was  born  on  the  7th  of  May, 
1827,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  AVhcn  he  was 
ten  years  of  age,  the  family  removed  to  Iowa, 
where  George  grew  to  manhood  and  worked  on  a 
farm  (ill  twenty-eight  years  of  age.  In  1855,  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  section  twelve, 
in  Lower  Town,  building  a shanty  in  which  the 
family  lived  one  year.  The  next  year  he  built 
his  present  house  and  bought  an  interest  of  his 
brother  in  the  ferry,  which  has  since  been  owned 
and  operated  by  the  brothers.  He  has  been  Presi- 
dent of  this  Lower  Town  organization  for  a num- 
ber of  years,  and  served  as  a member  of  the  School 
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Board.  Ho  married  Minn  Almira  D.  Boll,  of  Du- 
buque county,  Iowa,  in  1859.  Their  children  arc, 
Barney  B.,  Franklin  C.,  George  W.,  Charles  L., 
Charlotte  L.,  William  It.,  and  Olive  B. 

Ashley  C.  Breus,  a native  of  Allegany  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  14th  of  September, 
1828.  In  1852,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  was 
engaged  in  bridge-building  through  the  summer. 
In  the  fall  he  went  to  Cold  Spring  City,  Stearns 
county,  where  he  spent  the  winter  trading  with 
the  Indians.  The  following  spring  he  went  to 
Big  L ake,  Sherburne  county,  and  established  a 
trading  post,  but  after  one  year,  came  to  Monti- 
cello  and  located  on  section  twelve,  Lower  Town. 
He  built  the  first  ferry  across  the  river  in  1854,  of 
which  he  still  owns  one-half.  In  company  with 
Moritzious  Weissberger,  surveyed  and  platted  the 
village  of  Moritzious  in  1854.  For  some  years  lie 
practiced  law,  and  has  been  a Justice  of  the  Peace. 
Married  Miss  Deborah  Houghton  on  the  2fitli  of 
May,  18G2.  Their  children  are,  Eli  H.,  Andrew 
J.,  James  H.,  Burt,  Alma,  Ashley  C.,  Annie,  and 
Hebcr  K. 

John  B.  Rich,  a native  of  Waldo,  Maine,  was 
born  in  the  year  1826.  AVlien  he  was  twelve  years 
of  age,  the  family  moved  to  Penobscot  county, 
where  he  worked  on  a farm,  and  afterwards  taught 
school  for  a few  winters,  till  he  came  to  Monticello, 
Minnesota,,  in  1854.  He  took  a claim  in  the  town- 
ship and  lived  on  it  till  1871.  Then  for  a few  years 
engaged  in  freighting  and  staging.  In  1875, 
opened  a restaurant  and  confectionery  in  the  vil- 
lage of  Monticello.  He  was  Town  Clerk  for  one 
year,  in  1876.  He  married  Miss  Sophia  K. 
Spaulding,  on  the  26th  of  September,  1855.  Their 
children  arc,  Mary  L.,  Edson  C.,  Carrie  E.,  Mabel 
I.,  and  Edna. 

James  Newton  Stagy,  son  of  Ezra  and  Clar- 
issa (Gleason)  Stacy,  is  a native  of  North  Adams, 
Massachusetts,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the 
10th  of  March,  1839.  When  about  six  years  of 
age,  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Virginia,  now 
West  Virginia,  where  he  received  such  educational 
advantages  as  the  common  schools  all'orded,  mean- 
time assisting  his  father  in  farming  and  lumber- 
ing. In  1856,  the  family  came  to  this  State  and 
located  in  the  present  town  of  Franklin,  in  this 
county,  and  during  the  first  three  years  James 
spent  a portion  of  his  time  in  explorations,  and 
also  made  considerable  improvement,  on  his  claim, 
which  he  afterward  secured  by  pre-emption  and 
purchase.  In  1859,  he  gave  his  attention  to  sur- 


veying, from  which  he  Avas  diverted  by  the  events 
of  the  late  civil  war,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Sioux 
massacre,  in  1862,  entered  the  First  Regiment  of 
Mounted  Rangers  as  a Sergeant  of  Company  C; 
served  one  year,  the  period  of  enlistment,  then  re- 
enlisted in  the  Eleventh  Minnesota  Infantry,  where 
he  held  a Lieutenant’s  commission  in  Company  F, 
until  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  in  July, 
1865.  He  then  returned  to  Monticello,  and  two 
years  later  engaged  in  mercantile  life,  to  which 
the  next  ten  years  of  his  life  were  devoted.  He 
next  engaged  in  real  estate,  loan,  and  insurance 
business,  still  finding  time  to  act  well  his  part  in 
local  matters,  and  to  assist  in  controlling  the 
movements  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
is  the  acknowledged  leader  in  Wright  county. 
He  has  been  twice  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and 
during  the  first  term  introduced  the  bill  which 
afterwards  became  a law,  equalizing  the  salaries 
of  county  officers.  He  was  also  elected  Represen- 
tative in  1878,  and  during  his  whole  public  life, 
has  been  prominent  in  reform  measures,  and  has 
labored  zealously  for  the  benefit  of  his  constitu- 
ency. In  1880,  he  was  elected  Auditor  of  Wright 
county,  by  the  largest  majority  ever  given  a can- 
didate in  the  history  of  the  county.  In  February, 
1872,  Mr.  Stacy  was  united  in  matrimony  with  a 
daughter  of  John  Granger,  of  Naperville,  Illinois, 
who  was  a widow  at  time  of  this  union. 

Henry  Stokes,  a native  of  England,  was  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Monticello  township.  He  and 
family  located  near  Pelican  Lake,  on  section  thirty. 
Soon,  three  brothers  settled  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood. He  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Jeffreys;  their 
children  are,  Charlotte,  Charles,  Elizabeth,  Louisa, 
George  H.,  and  Emma. 

Geouge  H.  Stokes,  a son  of  Henry  and  Eliza- 
beth Stokes,  has  been  a resident  of  this  town  from 
boyhood,  lie  married  Miss  Fannie  Elletson,  on 
the  25th  of  December,  1870.  They  had  one  child, 
Harry.  Mrs  Stokes  died  in  March,  1872.  He 
married  a second  wife,  Miss  Mary  Elletson,  on  the 
16th  of  November,  1874.  Their  children  are,  Net- 
tie, Francis,  and  Louisa. 

Charles  Sydlinkek  was  born  in  Maine,  on  the 
3d  of  December,  1838.  He  grew  to  manhood  on 
a farm,  enjoying  the  advantages  of  a country 
school.  He  came  to  Monticello  township,  in  1855, 
and  became  employed  on  a farm.  In  1861,  lie  en- 
listed in  the  Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  three  and  one-half  years.  After  return- 
| ing  from  the  army,  bought  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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acres  in  section  twenty-nine,  where  he  still  resides. 
He  married  Miss  Elnora  Keen,  March  20tli,  1865. 
Their  children  arc,  Fred  L.,  May  D.,  George  W., 
and  Cecil. 

Jam im  Stokes,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Mont.i- 
eello  township,  was  horn  in  England,  on  the  25th 
of  May,  I860.  Ho  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  1851,  stopping  three  years  in  New  York  State, 
butchering  and  farming;  then  about  two  years  in 
Iowa  following  the  same  business;  then  to  Minne- 
sata,  with  a Government  surveying  party  for  eight 
months;  after  which  he  located  on  section  twenty  - 
five,  near  Pelican  Lake,  following  farming,  with 
the  exception  of  three  years  that  he  was  in  the 
hotel  business,  until  1878,  when  he  moved  to  Mon- 
ticello,  and  opened  a meat  market,  in  which  busi- 
ness he  still  continues.  He  married  Harriet  Short 
in  1855.  They  have  live  children;  Edwin,  Clara 
J.,  Lilia  A,  Hattie  M.,  and  Incee  D. 

Noams  Reuben  Stowell  was  born  near  Port- 
land Maine,  on  the  20th  of  December,  1817.  His 
parents  moved  to  New  Hampshire,  where  Norris  R. 
lived  till  twenty -one  years  of  age.  Then  engaged 
in  coasting  from  Maine  to  Philadelphia.  He  went 
to  the  West  Indies  on  a voyage,  and  in  1852,  to 
California,  for  the  purpose  of  gold-mining,  but 
was  obliged  to  return  after  one  year  on  account  of 
declining  health.  He  came  to  Montieello,  Minne- 
sota, in  1865,  where  ho  has  lived  to  this  writing. 
He  married  Mrs.  Olive  Hamlet  in  1842.  Their 
children  are,  Nicholas  R.  and  Joseph  N. 

William  Tubbs,  a native  of  Athens,  Ohio,  was 
born  on  the  4th  of  August,  1833.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  for  three 
years  was  on  a trading  expedition  in  the  South. 
In  1856,  he  roamed  over  parts  of  the  West;  in 
1858,  was  in  the  lumber  country  of  Minnesota; 
and  in  1859,  took  a claim  in  Isanti  county,  where 
he  was  County  Auditor  from  1860  to  1863.  He 
then  removed  to  Elk  River,  Sherburne  county, 
where  he  remained  till  1870,  and  for  four  years 
was  Auditor  of  that  county.  In  the  fall  of  1870, 
lie  came  to  Montieello,  and  built  the  first  flouring 
mill  in  the  place,  operating  it  for  four  years,  and 
then  was  elected  Auditor  and  served  till  1880. 

John  W.  Tmnnihon,  a native  of  Nova  Scotia, 
was  born  on  the  19th  of  November,  1838.  The 
family  moved  to  Canada  in  1852,  and  in  1855, 
came  to  Anoka,  Minnesota,  where  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  lived  till  1876,  with  the  exception  of 
four  years  spent  in  the  mines  of  Nevada.  Up  to 
this  period  of  his  life,  lie  was  ehielly  occupied  in 


farming  and  lumbering.  In  1876,  he  came  to 
Montieello  and  engaged  in  a flouring  mill  for  two 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  doing  a gen- 
eral merchandise  business  in  company  with  R.  R. 
Krais.  He  married  Miss  Chino  A.  Gould  in  1869. 
Their  children  are,  Mary  F.,  Clara  A.,  Edna  E., 
and  Lucia  M. 

John  W.  Walker,  a native  of  the  state  of  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  13th  of  January,  1840. 
His  father  being  a carpenter,  John  learned 
the  trade  while  a boy.  When  sixteen  years  of 
age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sixth  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery,  serving  for  three  years.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen,  came  to  Minnesota,  remaining  at 
Silver  Creek  for  one  year,  thence  to  Montieello, 
working  at  his  trade  till  this  writing.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Hulda  E.  Ridley,  of  Silver  Creek,  on  the 
1st  of  September,  1867.  Their  children  are, 
George  AV.,  Katie  E.,  Nettie  A.,  and  John  L. 

Michael  Wellcome,  a native  of  Minot,  Cum- 
berland county,  Maine,  was  born  in  the  year  1815. 
When  he  was  nine  years  of  age  the  family  moved 
to  Newport.  His  educational  privileges  were  quite 
limited.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three,  he  embraced 
the  Christian  religion,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  went  into  the  mercantile  business  in  the  city 
of  Hallowed,  Kennebec  county,  Maine.  At  the 
ago  of  twenty-live,  was  licensed  by  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  to  preach  the  gospel.  He  trav- 
eled on  a circuit  for  live  years,  when  he  withdrew 
from  the  Methodist  church.  In  1846,  he  moved 
to  Wisconsin,  bought  a farm,  continuing  in  the 
ministry,  building  up  three  large  congregations, 
of  which  he  was  pastor  for  fifteen  years.  In  1866, 
he  moved  to  Garden  City,  Blue  Earth  county, 
Minnesota.  Hero  he  organized  a church,  of 
which  he  was  the  pastor  for  five  years.  In  1873, 
was  elected  Presiding  Elder  for  the  district  of 
Ottawa,  bj'  the  Second  Advent  Church.  In 
1876,  ho  moved  to  Montieello,  and  is  now  pastor 
of  the  Advent  Christian  Church  of  Montieello. 
In  1877,  was  elected  Presiding  Elder  for  the  dis- 
trict of  St.  Paul  by  the  latter  denomination. 

John  H.  Wilson,  a native  of  New  York,  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  May,  1834.  When  lie  was  a 
small  boy,  the  family  removed  to  Canada,  where 
he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  In  1864,  moved 
to  Bay  City,  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  lum- 
bering for  three  years,  then  removed  to  Rnilalo, 
Wright  county,  and  was  employed  on  a farm, 
spending  a portion  of  his  time  in  Minneapolis,  at 
his  trade  till  1877,  when  he  moved  to  Montieello, 
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where  he  has  since  lived,  engaged  in  the  black- 
smith business.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Ram- 
sey in  September,  1855.  Their  children  are,  Anna, 
Eliza,  John,  and  Isabella. 

Edwin  C.  Waldun,  a native  of  Connecticut,  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  January,  1837.  When  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  had  seen  but  four  summers, 
the  family  moved  to  Worcester  county,  Massachu- 
setts. Hero  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and 
followed  building  till  185G,  when  he  journeyed 
westward,  locating  in  Monticello,  Minnesota.  His 
farm  is  in  section  twenty-six,  which  occupies  his 
first  attention,  working  at  his  trade  as  circum- 
stances permit.  He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Ross, 
of  Mobile,  Alabama,  in  18G9.  They  have  three 
children;  William  L.,  Florence  N.,  and  Nellie. 

John  Whitcomb  was  born  in  Dixmont,  Maine, 
on  the  lGth  of  September,  1830.  He  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed  until  he  came 
to  Monticello  in  1855.  He  located  on  section 
twenty-one,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married 
Miss  Irene  E.  Howe,  of  his  native  State,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1859.  Their  children  are,  Delia  E., 
Mary,  John  H.,  and  Noyes  II. 

Emil  Wetzel  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in 
the  year  1844.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  18G9, 
spending  one  year  in  Chicago,  Illinois;  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  and  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota.  In  1870,  he 
came  to  Monticello  and  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
business,  which  he  still  continues.  He  married 
Miss  Zoraide  Hanaford  in  1870.  Their  children 
are,  Pansie,  Arthur  U.,  Emil,  and  Albert. 


MIDDLEVILLE. 


CHAPTER  CXXTX. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT— FIRST 

THINGS ORGANIZATION — SCHOOLS AGRICULT- 
URAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Middleville  lies  in  the  southwestern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  embraces  an  area  of  nearly  23,- 
000  acres,  2,90G  being  under  cultivation.  The  sur- 
face was  originally  covered  with  timber,  but  the 
hand  of  civilization  has  removed  many  acres  of 
the  primeval  forest  to  give  place  to  the  golden 
fields  of  wheat  and  other  grains.  The  North  Fork 
of  Crow  river  crosses  the  north  half  of  this  town 
in  an  easterly  direction,  and  it  is  otherwise  well 


watered  by  the  numerous  lakes  which  dot  its  sur- 
face. Of  these,  Howard  and  Smith  lakes  are  the 
largest,  both  lying  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town. 

The  first  settlers  in  t his  town  were  August  Enke 
and  George  Roinmuth,  who  came  in  April,  185G, 
and  took  claims  on  the  north  shore  of  Howard 
Lake.  They  erected  their  cabins,  and  soon  after, 
brought  their  families  to  the  new  homes,  and  still 
reside  there.  J.  L.  King  came  in  May  of  the 
same  year,  and  also  settled  on  the  bank  of  Howard 
Lake,  about  a mile  southeast  of  Reinmutli.  Ho 
still  lives  near  the  spot  where  he  first  settled. 
Henry  Boam  was  the  first  settler  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  town,  he  having  also  made  his  claim 
on  section  ten,  in  the  spring  of  185G.  This  is  now 
one  of  the  most  populous  towns  in  the  county,  the 
population,  in  188U,  numbering  1,174  persons. 

The  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  Rail- 
road crosses  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town, 
with  a station  at  the  little  village  of  Smith  Lake. 
This  village  began  its  growth  soon  after  the  rail- 
road passed  through,  and  is  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous little  towns  in  this  part  of  the  county. 

Middleville  was  organized  in  April,  1858,  and  the 
first  election  held  at  the  house  of  J.  L.  King,  who 
then  lived  where  the  village  of  Howard  Lake  now 
stands,  which  is  just  across  the  south  line  in  Victor 
township.  The  first  officers  chosen  were:  Super- 
visors, J.  L.  King,  Chairman,  Edwin  Rrewster, 
and  James  Lobdell;  Clerk,  M.  V.  Cochran;  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  A.  E.  Cochran  and  Timothy 
Lowell;  Assessor,  George  Doerfler;  and  Constables, 
C.  Tanner  and  Abraham  Freeman. 

The  present  town  of  Victor  was  a part  of  Mid- 
dleville prior  to  its  organization  in  18GG. 

The  first  school  was  held  at  Howard  Lake,  in 
the  present  town  of  Victor,  a notice  of  which  ap- 
pears in  the  chapter  devoted  to  that  town. 

The  first  death  was  that  of  Miss  Custis  King,  a 
daughter  of  J.  L.  King,  who  died  on  the  13th  of 
June,  18G9. 

The  first  child  born  was  Emma  Enke,  daughter 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  August  Enke,  and  now  Mrs. 
Jones,  of  Howard  Lake. 

From  the  Agricultural  Report  of  1880  we  glean 
the  following  as  the  product  of  the  town  for  that 
year:  Wheat,  36,292  bushels;  oats,  10,351  bushels, 
corn,  20,735  bushels;  barley,  2,165  bushels;  rye, 
8 bushels;  buckwheat,  4G  bushels;  potatoes,  4,580 
bushels;  beans,  86  bushels;  sugar-cane,  4,665 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  130  tons;  wild  hay,  1,193 
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tons;  tobacco,  477  pounds;  wool,  2,406  pounds; 
butter,  21,781  pounds;  and  honey,  474  pounds. 

niOGnArmcAij. 

William  Uiley  Anouks  is  a native  of  Fayette 
county,  Ohio,  born  on  the  25th  of  March,  1852. 
lie  was  roared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
August,  1870,  came  to  Minnesota;  rented  a farm 
for  one  year,  and  in  October  of  the  following  year 
purchased  his  present  land.  Miss  Catherine 
Bowers,  a native  of  Ohio,  became  his  wife  on  the 
8th  of  January,  1876.  They  have  four  children; 
Arthur  J.,  Charles  W.,  America  B.,  and  an  infant 
not  yet  named. 

Henry  Boam,  the  first  settler  in  this  town,  was 
born  in  Grafton  county,  New  Hampshire,  on  the 
10th  of  November,  1810.  When  lie  was  fourteen 
years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to  New  York, 
where  our  subject  received  his  education  and  fol- 
lowed farming.  In  1845,  he  moved  to  Huron 
county,  Ohio,  and  was  employed  by  a railroad 
company  as  station  agent  for  a number  of  years. 
While  out  with  Darling’s  surveying  party  in  1856, 
he  pre-empted  his  present  farm.  During  the 
Sioux  war  of  1862,  Mr.  Boam  served  for  seventy 
days  in  what  is  known  as  the  “Minnesota  Scouts,” 
for  which  he  received  pay.  At  t he  end  of  his  term 
of  service  ho  returned  to  his  farm  at  Middleville, 
and  has  since  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  Town  Clerk,  Assessor,  and  Chairman  of  the 
board  of  Supervisors.  Miss  Amy  Bibbins,  a na- 
tive of  Connecticut,  became  his  wife  in  1830,  and 
in  December,  1848,  died,  and  was  buried  in  Hu- 
ron County,  Ohio.  She  bore  him  eight  children; 
two  boys  and  one  girl  are  still  living.  The  maiden 
name  of  his  present  wife  was  Sarah  Southard,  a 
native  of  Vermont.  Of  five  children,  the  result  of 
this  union,  but  two  girls  are  living. 

Aaron  E.  Cociiran,  a native  of  Wetzel  county, 
West  Virginia,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  October, 
1811.  llis  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  Morrison 
county,  Virginia,  and  on  the  3d  of  July,  1856,  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  at  Howard  Lake. 
During  tin'  Indian  outbreak  of  1862,  ho  was  with 
a party  under  Captain  Sturges,  guarding  the  froir- 
tier.  It  was  Mr.  Cochran  who  found  the  Dustin 
family  after  their  massacre.  He  came  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Smith  Lake  in  1876,  in  which  he  owns 
twenty-seven  lots.  Was  married  in  1831,  to  Miss 
Lavinia  Lurtel,  a native  of  Virginia.  Of  nine 
children,  the  result  of  this  union,  six  are  living, 
two  boys  and  four  girls. 


James  Z.  Cochran  is  a native  of  Davis  county, 
Ohio,  but  when  quite  young,  his  parents  removed 
to  Wetzel  county,  West  Virginia.  In  1857,  they 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  the  town  of 
Vidor,  Wright  county,  where  our  subject  re- 
mained till  enlisting  in  the  Ifirst  Minnesota 
Mounted  Bangers,  Company  C,  under  Captain 
Henderson.  Was  with  several  scouting  parties 
after  the  Indians,  and  mustered  out,  at  Fort  S cel- 
ling, on  the  21st  of  October,  1863.  He  then 
came  to  Howard  Lake  and  was  engaged  by  the 
Government  in  carrying  the  mail,  having  live  or 
six  routes.  After  an  engagement  of  about  seven 
years  in  the  latter  business,  he  was  dealing  in  real 
estate  in  St.  Cloud,  for  a time.  Came  to  his  pres- 
ent home  in  the  village  of  Smith  Lake,  in  1871), 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness. Miss  Allie  Denny,  a native  of  Indiana,  be- 
came his  wife  in  1875.  They  have  three  children. 

Elijah  Dorle  is  a native  of  Somerset  county, 
Maine,  born  on  the  2d  of  April,  1828.  His  native 
State  claimed  him  as  a resident  till  the  fall  of 
1856,  when  he  came  to  Clearwater,  Wright  county, 
and  remained  twelve  years.  Since  March,  1868, 
Middleville  township  has  been  his  place  of  resi- 
dence. He  has  devoted  a portion  of  his  time  to 
his  trade  (carpenter),  and  owns  three  lots  and  a 
hotel  in  the  village  of  Smith  Lake.  Mr.  Doble 
served  in  a home  company  during  the  Indian  out- 
break. Miss  Cynthia  Dayton,  who  was  born  in 
Nova  Scotia,  and  when  quite  young  moved  to 
Maine,  where  she  grew  to  womanhood,  became  his 
wife  in  1853.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with 
four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  two  boys 
and  one  girl.  The  daughter  is  married,  one  son 
is  employed  on  the  railroad,  and  one  on  a farm. 

Henry  II.  Gray  (deceased)  was  born  near  Ra- 
leigh, North  Carolina,  on  the  23d  of  April,  1828. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  city,  after  which 
lie  taught  school  for  a few  years.  In  1861,  re- 
moved to  Indiana  and  located  on  a farm  near  In- 
dianapolis. After  a residence  of  several  years  in 
the  latter  place,  he  came  to  Middleville  township, 
and  purchased  a farm  on  section  fourteen.  In 
1853,  Mr.  Gray  was  married  to  Miss  Susan 
Whicker,  who  was  also  born  in  North  Carolina. 
Six  children  were  born  to  them,  three  girls  and 
three  boys.  Two  sons  are  married,  one  living  at 
home  and  the  other  on  an  adjoining  farm;  the 
two  oldest  daughters  are  also  married  and  live  in 
this  county.  On  the  9tli  of  August,  1881,  Mr.  Gray 
died  and  was  buried  at  the  Howard  Lake  cemetery. 
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Nathan  H.  Knowles  was  born  in  tlie  village  of 
Burlington,  Vermont,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1818. 
When  our  subject  was  but  an  infant  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Canada,  where  he  received  part  of  his  edu- 
cation. Returned  to  the  States  and  entered  a high 
school,  first  as  a scholar,  then  became  a teacher, 
after  which  he  went  to  Philadelphia  and  studied 
medicine  a few  months.  Then,  returning  to  his 
native  State,  lie  took  a thorough  course, 'attending 
lectures  in  Castleton  College,  in  Castleton,  and 
graduated  in  the  class  of  18G5.  In  the  same 
year,  he  came  west,  living  in  Iowa  until  coming 
to  Minnesota  a few  years  ago.  Has  been  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  within  the  last 
year  when  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  ac- 
count of  ill-health.  Since  then,  has  resided  on  a 
farm  in  Middleville  townshij).  Mr.  Knowles  has 
been  married  three  times.  His  present  wife  was 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Dix,  a native  of  Illinois.  They 
have  live  children  living  at  home. 

John  L.  Kino  was  born  in  Monongalia  county, 
West  Virginia,  on  the  liltli  of  June,  1821.  When 
he  was  but  three  years  of  age,  his  parents  removed 
to  Tyler  county,  Virginia,  where  John  remained 
until  coming  west.  In  1856,  ho  located  a farm  on 
section  thirty-live,  Middleville  township,  and  in 
187(1,  moved  to  his  present  homo  in  section  thirty- 
four.  Mr.  King  was  among  the  number  to  alibi'd 
assistance  to  the  Dustin  family  at  the  time  of  the 
massacre.  In  1 849,  Miss  Mary  Cochran,  a native 
of  Harrison  county,  West  Virginia,  became  his 
wife.  They  have  had  nine  children,  seven  of  whom 
are  living.  The  oldest  daughter,  Victoria  C.,  mar- 
ried AVilliam  11.  Marsh,  now  deceased,  and  lives  in 
Montrose.  His  son  Cyrus  M.,  was  the  first  white 
male  child  born  in  this  town,  his  birth  dating  the 
2d  of  August,  1859.  He  graduated  from  the 
Howard  Lake  high-school  in  the  class  of  1878,  en- 
tered as  sub-freshman  in  the  class  of  1880,  and  is 
preparing  to  attend  the  State  University  at  Minne- 
apolis. His  son  Octavius  B.  is  farming  near  Wil- 
mar,  and  the  remainder  of  the  family  are  at  home. 

doom'll  0.  Rimbaud  is  a native  of  Somerset 
county,  Maine,  born  on  the  4th  of  February,  1832. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he  came  to  Winnebago 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  and  farming  until  coming  to  Minne- 
sota in  I860.  Resided  in  Maine  Prairie,  Stearns 
county,  then  in  Swift  county,  and  in  1878,  came 
to  this  place,  where  lie  has  since  resided.  His 
mother,  now  eighty-four  years  of  age,  lives  with 
him  and  keeps  house.  Mr.  Kimball  served  in  the 


war,  enlisting  in  Comjiany  G,  of  the  Eleventh 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 

M.  J.  Morgan  is  a native  of  Wetzel  county, 
West  Virginia,  his  birth  dating  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1837.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in  Water- 
town,  Wright  county,  in  November,  1808,  and 
came  to  Middleville  township  in  1875.  Miss 
Mary  D.  Tomlinson,  a native  of  West  Virginia, 
born  on  the  17th  of  March,  1843,  became  his  wife 
in  1861.  Her  mother,  now  seventy-live  years  of 
age,  resides  with  them. 

John  S.  Parker  was  born  on  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, 1836,  in  Warren  county,  Ohio.  He  remained 
in  his  native  State  until  1846,  when  he  removed  to 
Indiana,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  and  in  stock 
speculation.  Enlisted,  in  Indianapolis,  in  Com- 
pany B,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  forty-seventh 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infailtry.  Mr.  Parker  learned 
the  carpenter’s  trade,  at  which  he  has  worked 
about  twenty  years.  Came  to  Minneapolis,  Min- 
nesota, in  1866,  and  in  March  of  the  following 
year,  to  this  place,  locating  a farm  on  section 
fourteen.  Has  been  Town  Supervisor  a number 
of  terms  since  coming  here.  Was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  C.  Wicker,  a native  of  Indiana,  in 
1860.  They  have  six  children;  four  boys  and  two 
girls. 

Barton  W.  Rickerson  was  bom  near  Coving- 
ton, Kentucky,  on  the  8th  of  January,  1849.  His 
parents  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  where  our 
subject  received  his  education.  In  1861,  they  re- 
moved to  a farm  above  Minneapolis,  and  four 
years  later,  to  Middleville  township,  where  they 
remained  until  within  the  past  few  years.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  with  General  Terry’s 
expedition  in  Dakota,  for  the  purpose  of  building 
forts,  though  they  had  several  skirmishes  with  the 
Indians.  After  building  forts  at  Devil’s  Lake 
and  several  other  places,  they  returned  to  St. 
Paul  and  Mr.  lviekerson  went  to  Minneapolis, 
where  ho  was  employed  in  the  mills  for  a time. 
He  located  his  farm  in  this  place  in  1876,  and  has 
since  made  it  his  home.  Was  married  in  August, 
1872,  to  Miss  Mary  Knowles,  daughter  of  Dr.  N. 
H.  Knowles.  They  have  three  children;  one  boy 
and  two  girls. 

Edward  Roberts,  a native  of  Ohio,  was  born 
about  the  year  1826.  Was  reared  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  also  worked  at  the  gunsmith’s  trade 
for  a time.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  old,  his 
parents  moved  to  Grant  county,  Indiana,  where 
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ovir  subject  lived  for  about  thirty  years.  Iu  1869, 
he  removed  to  Miami  county,  Kansas,  and  lived 
until  coming  to  his  present  farm  in  1875/  Mr. 
Roberts  has  been  married  three  times;  the  maiden 
name  of  his  present  wife  was  Martha  Ann  McDon- 
ald, the  marriage  occurring  in  1867.  She  has 
borne  him  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Ephraim  Stout  was  born  in  Randolph  county, 
Indiana.  His  parents  removed  to  Hamilton  county 
when  he  was  but  live  years  of  age.  He  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  and  resided  with  his  fa- 
ther until  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1865.  For  a 
time  after  coming  to  the  State,  he  was  engaged  in 
Minneapolis  at  carpenter  work.  Purchased  a farm 
on  section  four,  Middleville  township,  on  which  he 
lived  seven  years,  and  after  living  in  the  village  a 
time,  came  to  his  present  farm  in  the  spring  of 
1876.  Has  been  Treasurer  of  the  town  since  his 
residence  here.  Miss  T.  Phenis,  who  was  born  in 
Hamilton  county,  Indiana,  in  1840,  became  his 
wife  in  1856.  They  have  had  live  children;  the 
oldest  daughter  was  drowned  in  Grow  river  in  Oc- 
tober, 1870.  There  are  three  boys  and  one  girl 
living. 

Leander  Watson  was  born  in  Virginia,  on  the 
11th  of  June,  1842.  He  received  his  education  in 
his  native  town,  and  resided  in  the  State  till  he 
came  to  Minnesota,  in  October,  1865.  He  lived  in 
Montrose  for  about  a year  before  coining  to  his 
present  farm,  which  is  situated  on  section  thirty. 
Before  coming  to  this  State,  Mr.  Watson  served  in 
the  war,  enlisting  on  the  4th  of  December,  1862, 
in  Company  B,  of  the  West  Virginia  Volunteer 
Infantry.  Was  promoted  to  Corporal  and  mus- 
tered out  on  the  3d  of  April,  1864,  at  Wheeling, 
West  Virginia.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Julia  Ann  Martin,  a native  of  Indiana,  born 
on  the  31st  of  August,  1857.  This  union  lias  been 
blessed  with  two  daughters. 

Daniel  A.  AVyman  was  born  in  Somerset  coun- 
ty, Maine,  on  the  16th  of  March,  1837.  His  father 
died  when  he  was  eleven  years  old,  and  at  the  age 
of  seventeen,  he  went  with  a party  to  the  coast  of 
Africa,  on  a whaling  expedition.  After  his  return 
to  this  country,  he  resided  in  his  native  State,  enl 
gaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  until  coming  to  the 
West  iu  1858.  Located  first  in  Chippewa  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  was  in  the  lumber  business. 
In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  (1,  of 
the  Eighteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
participated  in  many  engagements.  Was  disabled 
for  a time  in  consequence  of  a wound  received  by 


a ball,  which  iirst  struck  a button  on  his  coat  and 
thus  lessened  its  force,  which  might  otherwise  have 
cost  him  his  life.  After  a service  of  four  years 
and  two  months,  he  was  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Randall,  Wisconsin,  and  was  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness till  1874.  Then  went  to  Florida,  and  for  a 
few  years,  devoted  his  time  to  raising  oranges, 
after  which  he  visited  the  eastern  States,  and  sub- 
sequently came  to  this  place,  purchasing  his  pres- 
ent farm  of  N.  C.  Rickerson.  Miss  Melissa  Jones 
became  his  wife  in  1866.  They  have  no  children 
of  their  own,  but  have  adopted  one. 


FRANKLIN. 


CHAPTER  CXXX. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  SETTLEMENT VILLAGE  HIS- 
TORY  CHURCHES SCHOOLS SOCIETIES AGRI- 

CULTURAL STATISTICS  - BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Franklin  is  the  extreme  southeastern  town  in 
Wright  county,  lying  south  of  Rockford,  and 
bounded  east  by  Hennepin  county,  south  by  Car- 
ver county,  and  west  by  the  towns  of  Marysville 
and  Woodland. 

The  North  Fork  of  Crow  river  forms  the  north- 
ern boundary  line,  while  the  South  Fork  enters 
from  the  south  in  section  thirty-four,  flows  in  a 
northerly  course,  varying  to  the  east,  forming  the 
eastern  boundary  near  the  northeast  corner,  and 
uniting  with  the  North  Fork  about  two  miles  above 
the  village  of  Rockford.  The  surface  is  uneven,  and 
heavily  timbered,  and  the  soil  a rich  loam  or  clay, 
with  clay  subsoil. 

The  principal  lakes  are,  Fountain,  in  the  west- 
ern part,  reaching  into  the  town  of  Woodland,  Ce- 
dar, iu  the  central  part,  and  Rice,  in  the  south- 
eastern part,  extending  a short  distance  into  Carver 
county. 

The  first  two  permanent  settlers  were  James  P. 
Lyle  and  James  Patten,  who  came  here  in  1855. 
They  came  by  the  newdy  opened  road  to  the  now 
defunct  city  of  Greenwood,  from  which  point  they 
followed  the  river  to  where  they  selected  claims, 
which,  when  surveyed,  located  Mr.  Lylo  on  sec- 
tions eleven,  twelve,  and  thirteen,  and  Mr.  Patten 
on  section  one.  Soon  after,  in  July,  they  were 
joined  by  J.  C.  Ellis,  who  settled  on  sections  eleven 
and  twelve,  and  S.  Patten,  who  selected  a home  on 
section  two.  They  were  from  Nova  Scotia,  as  was 
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also  David  White,  who  came  in  December,  1855, 
and  soon  after  took  a claim  on  section  fourteen, 
where  he  now  lives,  though  during  the  winter  of 
his  arrival  he  lived  with  Mr.  Lyle,  who  had  built 
a comfortable,  though  not  massive  claim  shanty. 
About  a year  later  Luther  and  V.  Walter  came 
from  Maine,  and  selected  claims,  the  former  on  sec- 
tion thirteen,  and  the  latter  on  section  two. 

Other  settlers  followed  soon  after,  and  in  later 
years,  when  the  shriek  of  the  locomotive  awoke 
the  echoes  in  the  yet  scarce  broken  forest,  an  in- 
flux of  immigration  followed  which  soon  gave  the 
town  a large,  as  well  as  thrifty  population.  The 
first  birth  in  the  town  was  Annie  Lyle,  on  the  ‘20th 
of  May,  1870. 

Mr.  White  and  J.  C.  Ellis  built  their  claim 
shanties  together,  one-half  of  the  building  situ- 
ated on  each  man’s  claim,  and  in  this  company 
habitation  the  first  school  was  taught  about  1858, 
by  Mr.  Ellis,  who  was  paid  by  subscription.  A 
log  sehoolhouse  was  afterward  built  near  the  mill, 
in  which  Miss  Stella  Strickland  taught  the  first 
term.  In  1871,  the  present  building  was  erected 
— a substantial  two-story  building  in  which  two 
departments  are  maintained,  though  it  is  not  a 
graded  school.  The  school  is  now  in  charge  of 
Mr.  S.  Mullley,  who  also  taught  in  the  winter  of 
1880-81. 

The  first  religious  exercises  were  held  in  the 
hotel  then  owned  by  J.  F.  Powers,  an  old  and 
highly  respected  citizen  still  a resident  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Delano.  This  was  in  18G9,  and  the  preach- 
ing was  soon  followed  by  the  organization  of  a 
Methodist  society  under  the  ministerial  guidance 
of  llev.  Mr.  Cressey.  In  course  of  time  the  soci- 
ety secured  the  use  of  “ Lucas  Hall,”  which  was 
list'd  as  a place  of  worship  until  the  completion 
of  their  church  edifice,  about  1873. 

A Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  about  the 
same  time,  the  first  meetings  being  held  at  the 
house  of  David  White,  the  minister  being  llev.  J. 
H.  Hunter.  They  afterwards  met  for  worship  in  a 
building  constructed  by  workmen  on  the  railroad, 
and  used  by  them  for  quarters  while  working  in 
this  vicinity,  llev.  J.  Prick  was  pastor  during 
this  time.  Later,  they  secured  the  privilege  of 
Lucas  Hall,  and  about  1876  or  ’71  their  present 
house  of  worship  was  erected.  llev.  Charles 
Thayer  succeeded  Mr.  Brick  about  seven  years  ago. 

A Catholic  Church — a small  log  building  reared 
by  the  united  eflorts  of  the  early  settlers — was 
built  something  over  a mile  west  of  the  present 


village,  not  later  than  1862  or  ’63.  Father  Mag- 
nus is  named  as  the  first  priest  who  celebrated 
mass  here.  In  1873,  the  society  having  made 
large  accessions  to  its  original  numbers,  the  old 
log  chapel  was  abandoned,  and  the  one  now 
standing  in  the  village  became  their  fane.  A par- 
ish house  was  built  in  1875,  both  this  and  the 
church  being  good  frame  buildings.  The  present 
membership  of  the  church  is  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty. 

The  German  Lutheran  Church  was  among  the 
early  organizations,  and  a small  log  building  was 
their  place  of  worship  for  many  years,  and  until 
the  erection  of.  the  neat  frame  structure  completed 
in  1879.  The  old  church  was  about  four  miles 
from  the  village,  on  the  Waverly  road;  the  new 
church  is  in  the  village,  where  regular  service  has 
been  held  since  its  completion.  The  present  pas- 
tor is  August  Lange,  with  whose  services  they 
have  been  favored  nearly  two  years. 

The  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  is 
represented  here  by  a Mission  established  some 
time  ago,  meeting  in  private  houses  until  recently, 
when  the  use  of  the  Methodist  church  was  ten- 
dered, through  the  Christian  courtesy  of  that  soci- 
ety. Their  meetings  are  yet  somewhat  irregular, 
having  no  local  pastor,  llev.  August  Bryngelson 
has  been  in  charge  of  this  mission  about  one 
year.  The  organization  of  the  society  has  not  yet 
been  perfected. 

Village  History.— The  location  and  subse- 
quent development  of  Delano  is  due  to  the  build- 
ing of  what  is  now  the  Breckenridge  Division  of 
the  8t.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Manitoba  railroad, 
the  completion  of  which  to  this  point  was  the  sig- 
nal for  new  and  rapid  developments  in  this  local- 
ity. Most  of  the  tract  now  embraced  in  the  pres- 
ent village  of  Delano  was  included  in  the  claim 
laid  out  by  John  C.  Ellis  in  1855,  to  which  refer- 
ence has  already  been  made.  In  1868,  Mr.  Ellis 
sold  about  twenty  acres  to  Messrs.  Breed,  Pate,  and 
Atwater,  and  seventeen  acres  to  Mr.  Lyle,  besides 
which  he  donated  six  acres  to  the  railroad  eom- 
pany  for  depot  grounds.  This  ground  was  all 
platted,  and  not  long  after,  the  remaining  portion 
of  Mr.  Ellis’  original  claim  was  purchased  by  W. 
B.  Litchfield,  and  with  the  other  tracts  just  men- 
tioned, constituted  the  village  of  Grow  ltiver  in 
1876,  by  tbe  provisions  of  a bill  approved  Febru- 
ary 11th,  1876,  which  named  W.  H.  Landes, 
George  T.  Mulford,  and  Miner  Ball  a special  com- 
mittee to  post  notices  for  the  first  election,  which 
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was  held  oil  the  19tli  of  February  immediately 
following,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  ollicers 
here  named  : President,  George  F.  Walker; 
Trustees,  Row  Brasie,  Jacob  Kurtz,  and  Paul  An- 
derson; Recorder,  Fred.  Braudes;  Treasurer,  G.  P. 
Schaeffer;  Justice,  L.  H.  Rawson;  and  Constable, 
Swan  Erick.  An  addition  to  the  original  tract 
was  made  in  1881,  but  has  not  yet  been  platted, 
and  includes  land  owned  by  several  different  in- 
dividuals. 

The  first  house  built  within  the  limits  of  the 
present  corporation  was  that  of  James  P.  Lyle, 
which  was  also  the  first  in  the  town.  Another, 
the  same  year,  was  a small  claim  shanty,  which 
has  since  been  removed.  In  the  first,  a small  stock 
of  goods  was  kept  by  William  Wasson,  abont  the 
time  of  the  building  of  the  railroad,  which  was 
the  first  store  at  this  point.  Soon  after,  a com- 
modious building  was  erected  by  Frank  B.  Hop- 
kins, in  which  he  opened  a general  store,  the  first 
prominent  business  house  in  the  place.  About 
this  time  Miner  Ball  erected  the  building  now  used 
as  a Bank,  in  which  a second  general  store  was 
soon  opened  by  Frank  Nichols.  In  another  build- 
ing then  erected,  Warren  Ames  opened  a saloon. 

The  name  of  the  village  was  changed  to  Delano 
at  an  early  period  of  its  existence.  A Post-office 
was  established  in  1869,  the  name  being  Crow 
River  Station.  The  office  was  kept  in  the  store 
of  F.  B.  Hopkins,  who  was  appointed  Post- 
master. His  successor  was  Frank  Nichols,  during 
whose  term  the  name  of  the  office  was  changed  to 
Delano.  It  has  bince  been  kept  by  W.  N.  Lang- 
ford, C.  B.  Moody,  and  in  February,  1880,  Mrs. 
M.  A.  Chance  was  appointed  Postmistress,  which 
position  she  still  retains. 

In  the  early  winter  of  1868,  Miner  Ball  moved 
one  of  the  old  Greenwood  buildings  to  this  place, 
which  he  fitted  for  a hotel,  and  in  December  of 
that  year  it  was  opened  to  the  public,  under  the 
personal  supervision  and  management  of  J.  F. 
Powers.  The  original  building  was  18x26  feet,  to 
which  additions  were  made  the  following  spring. 
In  1871,  the  present  proprietor,  James  D.  Young, 
assumed  the  duties  of  landlord,  which  he  has  since 
discharged  in  a manner  highly  creditable  to  him- 
self, and  has,  by  extensive  building  and  improve- 
ments, made  it  one  of  the  finest  hotels  on  this  line 
of  road. 

A weekly  newspaper,  called  the  “Big  Woods 
Citizen,”  was  established  by  Daniel  Fish  and  II. 
A.  Hall,  in  March,  1872,  and  in  August  of  that 


year,  several  citizens  of  the  place  secured  an  in- 
terest in  it,  making  it  a stock  enterprise.  'The 
name  of  the  paper  was  changed  to  the  “Wright 
County  Eagle,”  the  company  title  being  “Eagle 
Publishing  Company,”  with  I.  Gutzwiller,  Jr.,  as 
President.  Near  the  close  of  1873,  Frank  Matcli- 
ett  and  Mr.  Gutzwiller  became  sole  proprietors, 
the  former  assuming  editorial  charge,  which  he 
continued  for  some  time,  and  in  1877,  Mr.  Gutz- 
willer, the  present  proprietor,  assumed  the  editor- 
ial and  business  management,  enlarging  the  paper 
in  September,  1881,  to  an  eight-column  folio,  and 
changing  the  name  to  “ Delano  Eagle.” 

A flouring  mill,  with  two  run  of  stones,  was 
built  in  1869,  by  Miner  Ball  and  E.  D.  Barnett, 
the  frame  being  raised  on  the  4th  of  July.  The 
mill  has  several  times  changed  hands,  and  is  now 
owned  by  its  original  founder,  the  first  named 
builder.  A saw-mill  was  also  built,  adjoining  the 
grist  mill,  the  same  power,  steam,  being  employed 
in  operating  both  mills.  Two  engines  were  in 
use,  one  of  twenty-five,  and  one  of  forty-five  horse- 
power. 

A circular  elevator,  with  storing  capacity  of 
32,000  bnsliels,  was  built  in  1881,  and  is  operated 
by  an  engine  of  fifteen  horse-power.  It  was  built 
by  a conqiany  formed  of  citizens  of  the  village, 
who  now  control  it. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Delano  is  thoroughly 
organized  and  equipped,  and  is  justly  the  special 
pride  of  the  village.  It  is  composed  of  “Delano 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company  No.  1,”  and  “Empire 
Engine  and  Hose  Company  No  1,”  each  company 
maintaining  a separate  and  independent  organiza- 
tion, but  under  direction  of  a Chief  and  First 
Assistant,  elected  by  the  united  vote  of  both  com- 
panies. 

The  first  practical  steps  leading  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  pioneer  company,  was  a meeting  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1876,  at  the  house  of  John  Steffes, 
who  took  an  active  part  in  the  organization.  At 
this  meeting  an  organization  was  effected,  and  the 
following  officers  elected:  Foreman,  John  Steffes; 

First  Assistant,  William  Fenkner;  Second  Assist- 
ant, William  L.  Van  Email ; Clerk  and  Treasurer 
G.  T.  Mulford. 

John.Morth,  Ole  O.  Erwig,  Daniel  Fish,  and 
Valentine  Eppel  constituted  a standing  Commit- 
tee, and  E.  Knrtz  was  chosen  as  Steward.  It  was 
strictly  a Volunteer  company,  and  its  organiza- 
tion the  outgrowth  of  the  enterprise  of  its  mem- 
bers, which  was  about  twenty-five  in  number.  A 
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truck  was  at,  once  ordered,  which  wuh  made  in  the 
village  at  a coat  of  eighty  dollara,  and  on  the  26th 
of  October  tlie  company  had  its  first  parade. 

Empire  Engine  and  Hose  Company  No.  1 was 
organized  May  10th,  1880,  with  a full  list  of  offi- 
cers, and  articles  of  incorporation  were  filed  with 
the  Secretary  of  State.  The  officers  elected  were: 
Foreman,  H.  H.  Blum;  First  Assistant,  A.  J.  Wil- 
lard; Second  Assistant,  Swan  Erickson;  Secretary, 
C.  B.  Moody;  Treasurer,  E.  J.  Swedback;  Stew- 
ard, O.  L.  Billings.  The  Village  Coimcil  ordered  an 
engine,  which,  on  arrival,  was  not  such  as  ordered, 
and  was  refused.  Another  was  purchased,  how- 
ever, and  on  the  22d  of  April,  1881,  the  company, 
now  provided  with  the  necessary  outfit,  met  and 
held  a new  election,  and  were  given  charge  of  the 
equipage.  The  village  afterward  purchased  the 
material  of  the  other  company,  and  now  own  all, 
and  have  built  a cistern  reservoir  of  six  hundred 
barrels  capacity,  with  others  in  prospect. 

The  secret  societies  of  Delano  are  as  follows: 

Centennial  Lodge  No.  127,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  was 
instituted  February  19th,  1876,  with  the  following 
officers:  F.  S.  Swartz,  W.  M.;  W.  L.  Van  Email, 

S.  W. ; George  Mulford,  J.  W.;  Miner  Ball,  Sec.; 
G.  Roush,  Treas.;  J.  Ball,  S.  D.;  J.  Sherry,  J.  D. ; 
W.  Lewis,  S.  S.;  and  P.  Martin,  Tyler. 

An  Odd  Fellows  lodge  was  organized  in  Janu- 
ary, 1881,  with  name  and  number  of  Delano  Lodge 
No.  80,  and  with  the  following  officers:  A.  Y. 

Eaton,  N.  G.;  T.  Kerr,  V.  G. ; James  P.  Lyle, 
Treas. ; Monroe,  Sec. ; and  D.  A.  Freeman,  P.  G. 

The  Druids  aro  represented  by  Washington 
Grove  No.  9,  organized  in  1875,  with  about  fifteen 
charter  members,  from  whom  the  following  officers 
were  chosen:  J.  Morth,  N.  A.;  George  Walker, 

V.  A.;  George  A.  Hoffinan,  D.  A,;  and  Henry  l’ars- 
low,  Si'c.  A hall  is  now  in  process  of  construc- 
tion where  all  these  lodges  will  hold  their  meetings. 

Prominent  among  the  business  institutions  of 
Delano  is  the  Wright  County  Bank,  established  in 
1880,  by  Detmann  & Roosen,  who  are  doing  an 
extensive  business,  and  aro  about  to  establish 
themselves  in  now  and  elegant  quarters. 

According  to  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
there  were  3,600  acres  under  cultivation  in  Frank- 
lin, and  the  products  of  the  township  for  the  same 
year  were:  wheat,  44,271  bushels;  oats,  26,411 
bushels;  corn,  21,064  bushels;  barley,  2,585  bush- 
els; potatoes,  7,283  bushels;  beans,  51  bushels; 
sugar  cane,  2,983  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  1 79  tons; 
wild  hay,  1,978  tons;  tobacco,  50  pounds;  wool, 


2,909  pounds;  butter,  18,525  pounds;  cheese,  130 
pounds;  and  honey,  25  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

O.  L.  Billings  was  born  in  Portland,  Maine,  on 
the  5th  of  January,  1819.  When  a child,  the 
family  moved  to  Mechanic’s  Falls,  where  his  father 
died  in  1860.  The  family  moved  to  Goodhue 
county,  Minnesota,  in  1865,  where  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  taught  school  for  sixteen  terms.  In 
1874,  he  moved  to  Delano,  Wright  county;  was 
employed  as  a clerk  for  some  time,  then  taught 
school  and  read  law.  He  has  filled  the  office  of 
Village  Constable  for  six  years,  and  Notary  Pub- 
lic for  four  years,  and  is  now  conducting  the  busi- 
ness of  conveyancer  and  collecter.  He  married 
Miss  Lucy  Chapin  on  the  17th  of  March,  1875. 
They  have  two  children. 

Henry  A.  Ball,  a native  of  Albany  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  December,  1845. 
In  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  hundred  and  thir- 
teenth New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till 
the  close  of  the  war.  Returned  to  the  state  of 
New  York,  and  in  1865,  moved  to  Menominee, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  learned  the  photograph  busi- 
ness. In  1866,  he  moved  to  Greenwood,  Henne- 
jiin  county,  Minnesota,  and  in  1869,  to  Delano, 
Wright  county,  and  opened  a photograph  gallery, 
since  which  time  this  has  been  his  home.  He  has 
rooms  also  at  Howard  Lake,  and  spends  a portion 
of  his  time  taking  views  over  the  country.  He 
and  Daniel  Fish,  now  of  Minneapolis,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Ball  and  Fish,  started  the  first  news- 
paper in  this  place,  known  as  the  “ Big  Woods 
Citizen.” 

T.  J.  Catlin,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  Min- 
nesota valley,  anil  a natiye  of  Floyd  county,  Indi- 
ana, was  born  on  the  11th  of  June,  1849.  In 
1855,  the  family  moved  to  St.  Peter,  Minnesota, 
where  his  father  owned  and  cultivated  the  land 
on  which  the  State  Insane  Asylum  now. stands. 
He  attended  the  publio  schools;  then  the  parish 
school,  (Episcopal ) under  Rev.  E.  Livermore; 
was  in  the  printing  business  for  some  time;  stud- 
ied medicine  with  Drs.  C.  A.  McCollum  and  A.  W. 
Daniels,  and  afterwards  took  a course  at  the  Iowa 
State  University.  He  went  to  Rush  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1873,  and  graduated  the  following  year, 
and  soon  after  came  to  Delano,  where  lu'  is  now 
practicing  his  profession.  He  was  joined  in  wed- 
lock with  INI iss  Ella  .1.  Cunningham  on  the  22d  of 
Juno,  1875.  They  have  three  sons. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


John  Coolkn  was  born  in  Maasbraclit,  on  the 
luniks  of  II 10  Mans  rivor,  Germany,  on  tlio  ‘20th  of 
September,  18-14.  At  the  ago  of  fifteen  years  bo 
commenced  to  learn  tlie  art  of  paper-making, 
which  ho  followed  for  throe  years.  In  1800,  came 
to  Buffalo,  Wright  county,  where  he  engaged  in 
farming  until  1807,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Tenth 
Regular  United  States  Infantry,  serving  two 
years  at  Fort  Snelling  and  one  year  at  Corpus 
Cliristi,  Texas.  After  leaving  the  army  he  re- 
mained one  year  at  Corpus  Cliristi,  working  at  the 
carpenter  trade;  but  in  1871,  returned  to  Buffalo 
township  and  was  fanning  until  1875.  He  then 
moved  to  Delano  and  opened  a furniture  store,  and 
in  1877,  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business;  is 
also  a member  of  the  company  that  owns  and 
operates  the  grain  elevator  at  this  place.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Weldele  on  the 
31st  of  December,  1871.  They  have  three 
children.  * 

John  Cunningham,  a native  of  Lincoln  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  September,  1833. 
While  a young  man,  was  employed  four  years  in 
a cotton  factory  at  Lowell,  Massachusetts.  In 
1856,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  in  December  of  the 
same  year,  to  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty- 
three,  Franklin  township.  In  September,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  Third  Minnesota 
Volunteer  infantry,  serving  four  years.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Harriet  L.  Lowell  on  the  18tli  of  Sep- 
tember, 1856.  They  have  eight  children. 

Hiram  Dyer,  a native  of  Lancaster  county, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the  26tli  of  May,  1827. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  went  to  Philadel- 
phia and  learned  the  butcher  business.  In  the 
spring  of  1857,  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  fol- 
lowing his  trade  until  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  of  the  Kighth  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  with  General  Sully  on  the 
Plains,  and  afterwards  in  the  South  until  his  dis- 
charge in  August,  1865.  Then  returned  to  St. 
Paul  and  followed  his  trade  until  1880,  when  lie 
came  to  Delano,  following  his  old  business.  He 
is  Chief  of  the  Fire  Department  of  the  village. 
Was  married  to  Miss  Caroline  Blatz  in  the  year 
1860,  and  they  have  four  children. 

A.  Y.  Eaton,  a native  of  Columbia  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  3d  of  July,  1842.  He  lirst  at- 
tended the  common  schools,  then  Beaver  Academy, 
and  graduated  at  Mount  Union  College  in  1867, 
and  was  immediately  elected  Professor  of  Latin  and 
Greek  at  Wyoming  College,  Delaware,  where  he 


studied  law  under  Hon.  0.  P.  Ramsey.  After  two 
years  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and  graduated  at  the 
Ohio  Law  School,  in  1870.  He  then  traveled  for 
about  tivo  years,  after  which  he  located  at  San 
Saba,  Texas,  where  he  practiced  law  for  three 
years;  then  spent  some  time  traveling  through  the 
South,  and  part  of  South  America.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  making  it  his  home  till  1878, 
when  he  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  extending 
his  observations  over  the  North,  and  located  in 
Delano  in  1880,  where  lie  now  resides,  giving  his 
attention  to  the  practice  of  law. 

Ole  Erwig,  a native  of  northern  Norway,  was 
born  on  the  4tli  of  February,  1834.  While  young 
he  learned  the  tailor’s  trade,  and  followed  it  in  his 
native  country  until  1869,  when  he  emigrated  to 
America,  locating  in  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  and 
in  1873,  came  to  Delano,  and  opened  a merchant 
tailoring  establishment,  where  he  still  seeks  to 
accommodate  his  patrons.  He  married  Miss 
Martha  Erickson  in  March,  1877.  They  have  two 
children. 

Dagobert  Kerker  was  born  in  the  canton  of 
St.  Gall,  Switzerland,  on  the  26tli  of  February, 
1848.  He  attended  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive city  and  graduated  at  Wznaeh  in  1866,  and 
soon  after  came  to  America,  locating  in  Chaska, 
Carver  county,  Minnesota,  where  he  taught  the 
public  schools  for  four  years,  and  the  Cath- 
olic school  for  six  years,  and  was  organist  in 
the  Catholic  church  for  ten  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1881,  he  came  to  Delano,  and  opened  a board- 
ing-house, bakery,  and  saloon.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Veronika  Readier,  on  the  2d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1873.  They  have  two  children;  John  A.  and 
Edward. 

,1.  Lou m it, leu  was  born  at  Fort  Atkinson,  Wis- 
consin, on  (he  22d  of  June,  1856.  Attended  school 
until  old  enough,  then  learned  the  jeweler’s  trade, 
which  he  still  follows.  In  1877,  went  to  Chicago, 
where  he  worked  until  1879,  when  he  came  to 
Marshall,  Lyon  county,  Minnesota,  and  in  1880, 
to  Delano,  where  he  has  since  continued  in  his 
chosen  occupation. 

J.  P.  Lyle,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town  and 
a native  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
January,  1821.  He  lived  in  his  native  country 
engaged  in  farming  until  1852,  when  lie  moved  to 
New  Hampshire,  and  was  employed  as  watchman 
at  Salmon  Falls.  In  1854,  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  during  the  winter  worked  in  the  pineries.  In 
the  spring  following,  in  company  with  J.  Patten, 
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OTSEGO  TOWNSHIP. 


ho  made  a tour  through  this  section  and  selected  a 
claim,  which  is  now  his  home,  m section  twelve, 
Franklin  township,  and  brought  his  family  here 
the  following  fall.  Then  there  was  not  a resident 
in  the  town.  Fart  of  the  village  of  Delano  is 
located  on  his  farm,  which  was  covered  with  heavy 
timber,  but  is  now  one  of  the  best  improved  farms 
in  the  town.  He  was  the  first  Collector  in  the 
town;  has  been  Chairman  of  the  board  of  Super- 
visors for  two  years,  and  has  filled  most  of  the 
town  offices. 

Thomas  F.  O’Hair,  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
was  born  on  the  ‘25th  of  August,  1851.  When 
a boy,  the  family  moved  to  Ohio,  and  afterwards 
lived  in  various  places  until  1861,  when  they 
located  in  Iowa,  where  Thomas  F.  studied  law  at 
the  State  University,  graduating  in  the  law  de- 
partment in  1877.  Then  spent  a short  time  in 
Adrian,  Michigan,  and  soon  after  went  to  Mon- 
tana Territory,  but  returned  to  Iowa  in  the  fall  of 
1879,  and  attended  law  lectures  at  the  University 
during  the  winter,  and  in  1880,  came  to  Delano, 
where  he  is  practicing  his  profession. 

C.  G.  Roosen,  a native  of  Germany,  was  bom 
in  the  year  1848.  He  emigrated  to  America  in 
1872,  locating  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  In  1876, 
became  cashier  for  Seymour,  Sabin  & Co.,  of  Still- 
water, where  he  remained  until  1880,  when  the 
partnership  of  Ditman  and  Roosen  was  formed, 
and  the  Wright  County  Bank  established  at  Del- 
ano, which  has  since  been  in  operation.  Mr.  C.  M. 
Ditman  is  a banker  of  large  experience,  and  was 
instrumental  in  establishing  a bank  at  Farmington, 
Minnesota,  in  1876.  Ho  is  a resident  of  St.  Paul. 

John  Steppes  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Rhino,  Germany,  on  the  14th  of  January,  1837. 
Ih'  learned  the  weaver's  trade,  and  followed  it  un- 
til ho  emigrated  to  America  in  1857.  lie  stopped 
first  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  but  in  May,  1858,  came 
to  Wright  county,  and  located  on  a homestead  in 
Buffalo  township,  where  he  lived  for  about  twelve 
years,  being  Supervisor  eight  years  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  four  years.  In  1876,  he  came  to  Delano, 
kept  a saloon  for  three  years,  and  soon  after,  opened 
a butcher  shop  which  he  still  operates.  He  is  Pres- 
ident of  the  village  Council,  first  assistant  of  the 
fire  department,  and  foreman  of  the  Hook  and 
Ladder  Company.  He  married  Miss  Helen  Weldele, 
on  the  26th  of  November,  1868.  They  have  five 
children. 

Rit.ey  Sttjkman,  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Coshocton  county,  Ohio,  on  the 
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16th  of  May,  3830.  At  the  ago  of  seventeen,  came 
with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  and  in  1855,  to  Minne- 
sota, taking  a claim  on  what  is  now  section  twenty- 
three,  Franklin  township,  Wright  county.  He 
built  a claim  shanty  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  spent 
most  of  the  summer  on  the  claim,  returning  to  I lli- 
nois  in  the  fall.  Next  spring  he  returned  to  his 
claim,  and  has  since  made  this  his  home.  What 
was  then  a wilderness,  now  puts  on  the  garb  of  im- 
provement and  beauty.  He  has  also  a prairie  farm 
in  Redwood  county,  where  he  spends  a portion  of 
his  time.  He  has  been  Chairman  of  the  town 
board  for  three  years.  Married  Louisa  Murphy 
on  the  25tli  of  December,  1858.  They  have  twelve 
children. 

James  D.  Young  dates  his  birth  in  Lawrence 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1834. 
When  James  was  but  thirteen  years  old,  his  father 
died,  but  the  old  farm  continued  to  be  his  home, 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  came  west. 
He  came  directly  to  the  present  town  of  Green- 
wood, Hennepin  county,  where  he  was  one  of  the 
pioneers,  bringing  the  first  wagon  through  the 
woods  to  that  place  in  1855.  After  living  there 
two  years,  he  went  to  Minneapolis  and  opened  the 
first  restaurant  in  the  town,  but  returned  to  Green- 
wood two  years  later  and  kept  a hotel  for  a num- 
ber of  years.  In  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  from 
the  army  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Indepen- 
dence township,  Hennepin  county,  and  in  1871, 
came  to  Delano,  whore  he  now  lives.  He  first 
opened  a small  hotel,  but  his  ever  increasing  trade 
compelled  him,  in  1879,  to  erect  a large  and  com- 
modious houses,  one  of  the  finest  in  this  section  of 
country,  lbs  also  conducts  a livery  stable  in  con- 
nection with  the  hotel.  Mr.  Young  was  married 
on  the  17th  of  September,  1857,  to  Miss  Ruth  A. 
Powers.  They  have  six  children;  three  boys  and 
three  girls. 

OTSEGO. 

CHAPTER  CXXXI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 
GANIZATION   VILLAGE  MANUFACTURING  - 

SCHOOLS  — CHURCHES  — AGRICULTURAL  STATIS- 
TICS-BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Otsego  is  the  northeast  town  in  Wright  county, 
the  Mississippi  river  forming  its  northern  and  east- 
ern boundary,  and  separating  it  from  Sherburne 
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county.  It  lias  an  area  of  about  19,200  acres, 
about  2,300  of  which  arc  under  cultivation.  The 
surface  was  originally  nearly  all  covered  with 
timber,  except  a small  prairie  in  tho  eastern  part, 
known  aH  Garrick’s  Prairie.  Tho  Hoil  varies  from 
a sandy  loam,  near  the  river,  to  a dark  loam  in  the 
interior. 

John  McDonald,  the  first  permanent  settler  in 
Wright  county,  made  a claim  where  the  little  vil- 
lage of  Otsego  now  is,  in  October,  1852,  and  still 
resides  in  the  vicinity. 

Samuel  Garrick  is  said  to  have  had  a trading 
post  in  the  vicinity  of  Carriek’s  Prairie  as  early  as 
1850,  but  did  not  locate  a claim  until  1852.  He 
was  a soldier  in  the  Fourth  Minnesota  regiment, 
and  died  in  Andersonvillo  prison  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1804.  David  McPherson  also  settled  in  tho 
town  in  1852.  George  W.  and  James  W.  Garrick 
came  in  1853,  and  settled  on  Carrick’s  Prairie, 
near  their  brother  Samuel.  Alva  L.  Cooley  also 
arrived  that  year.  The  year  1854  witnessed  the 
arrival  of  John  Pepin,  Charles  Laplant  and  others. 

As  has  been  seen,  this  was  the  first  town  to  be 
settled  in  Wright  county,  and  it  has  maintained  a 
steady  growth  over  since,  the  population,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  numbering  740  persons. 

The  records  of  the  first  town  meetings  are  not 
in  existence,  and  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  chap- 
ter devoted  to  the  general  history  of  the  county 
for  the  date  of  organization  and  first  boundaries. 

The  oldest  village  in  the  county  is  Otsego,  lying 
on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  covering  a portion  of 
sections  seventeen  and  eighteen.  It  contains  a 
store,  church,  schoolliouse,  post-otlice,  and  board- 
ing house. 

A portion  of  Dayton  village  lies  in  this  town, 
and  is  in  the  extreme  eastern  part.  It  contains 
one  Homing  mill,  with  a capacity  of  thirty  lmr- 
rc'ls  per  day,  a cooper  shop,  and  a few  residences. 

There  is  a Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  the 
village  of  Otsego,  which  was  erected  by  that  de- 
nomination at  a cost  of  $3,500. 

The  first  religious  service  held  in  this  town  was 
by  the  ltev.  Mr.  White.  This  was  in  an  early  day, 
and  as  the  dwellings  were  rather  contracted  in 
size  as  well  as  primitive  in  appearance,  Mr.  John 
McDonald’s  barn  was  used  as  the  place  of  worship. 

The  first  child  born  was  David  McPherson,  a 
son  of  Norman  McPherson. 

The  first  marriage  .was  L.  McDonald,  a son  of 
John  McDonald,  and  Miss  C.  Spencer,  a daughter 
of  Ephraim  Spencer. 


The  first  school  taught  in  the  town  was  by  Mrs. 
Alva  L.  Cooley,  at  her  residence,  in  1854.  There 
are  now  five  schools,  in  which  the  regular  terms 
arp  taught. 

The  agricultural  products  for  1 880,  were:  wheat, 
22,804  bushels;  oafs,  10,17-1  bushels;  corn,  8,774 
bushels;  barley,  141  bushels;  rye,  171  bushels; 
buckwheat,  20  bushels;  potatoes,  5,350  bushels; 
beans,  44  bushels;  sugar  cane,  2,540  gallons;  cul- 
tivated hay,  175  tons;  wild  hay,  1,184  tons;  to- 
bacco, 355  pounds;  wool,  1,775  pounds;  butter, 
18,250  pounds;  and  honey,  150  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

James  William  Garrick  was  born  in  Washing- 
ton county,  Maine,  on  the  25th  of  December, 
1833.  Ho  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  soon  after,  to 
Minnesota,  locating  in  Otsego,  in  1853.  His 
brother  Samuel  had  come  to  this  town  some  time 
before  and  located  on  Garrick’s  Prairie.  Mr.  Car- 
rick  has  lived  in  this  town  since  coming  to  the 
State,  except  eight  years  spent  in  Montana  Terri- 
tory. Ho  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lucy 
Ann  Lovejoy,  on  the  13th  of  June,  1802.  Mrs. 
Garrick  was  born  on  the  23d  of  October,  1843, 
and  came  to  Minnesota  in  1855.  She  attended 
school  in  St.  Anthony  for  about  two  years,  then 
at  St.  Cloud  for  a number  of  years,  after  which 
she  taught  school  for  one  term  in  Sherburne 
county.  They  have  had  three  children;  two  of 
whom  are  living;  Georgia  and  Emma. 

George  W.  Garriok,  a son  of  Lemuel  Carrick, 
deceased,  is  oue  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  town. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  located  on  a part  of 
Samuel  Carrick’s  claim,  which  he  finally  pur- 
chased, and  where  he  still  resides.  This  was  tho 
first  farm  opened  on  Garrick  Prairie.  Samuel  en- 
listed in  tin-  Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry; 
was  captured  during  tho  advance  upon  Atlanta; 
kept  in  the  rebel  prison  at  Belle  Isle  during  tho 
winter,  and  in  the  spring  of  1804,  removed  to  An- 
dersonville,  where  he  died  in  May  of  the  same 
year.  There  were  five  brothers  in  this  family. 
Eli  was  drowned  in  the  west  branch  of  the  Rum 
river  in  1852.  Charles  .1.  is  a farmer  in  Dakota 
Territory,  and  James  William  is  mentioned  in  a 
previous  sketch.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
in  1870,  aged  seventy-live  years;  and  tho  father 
died  in  July,  1880,  aged  eighty-three  years. 
George  W.  Garrick  has  been  twice  married;  his 
first  wife,  Miss  Maryett  Thorpe?,  of  Connecticut, 
chosen  on  the  17th  of  August,  1803;  she  died  in 
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June,  1870,  leaving  three  children;  Anna,  Mary- 
ett,  and  William  W.  He  married  his  present  wife, 
Miss  Celia  Gould,  of  Otsego,  on  the  10th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1872.  They  have  had  two  children,  one 
of  whom  iH  living;  Clinton  A. 

John  McDonald  was  born  in  Standish,  Cum- 
berland county,  Maine,  on  the  5th  of  June,  1806. 
His  early  life  was  spent  on  a farm.  In  1827,  he 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  millwright  business. 
In  1817,  he  came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minnesota.  His 
first  work  was  to  repair  the  old  Government  saw- 
mill on  the  west  side  of  the  falls,  to  saw  plank  for  a 
flat-boat;  and  then  with  Caleb  Dorr,  Ard  Godfrey, 
George  Forbes,  W.  A.  Cheever,  and  others,  built 
the  first  dam  at  St.  Anthony  Falls  in  the  fall  of 
1847.  The  following  spring,  returned  to  Maine, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year  went  to  Willow 
river,  now  Hudson,  Wisconsin,  remaining  until 
May,  1849,  when  he  returned  to  St  Anthony  and 
built  two  mills.  Then  went  to  Little  Falls,  Min- 
nesota, and  spent  the  winter,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1850,  returned  to  Minneapolis,  remaining  till  1852, 
when  he  came  to  Otsego,  and  made  a claim  on  sec- 
tion seventeen.  He  built  a house,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing October,  moved  his  family  to  their  new 
home,  where  he  has  since  resided,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing. He  built  the  first  ferry  across  the  Missis- 
sippi at  this  place,  iu  April  1854.  Ho  was  Chair- 
man of  the  first  board  of  County  Commissioners 
in  1855,  and  was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr. 
McDonald  has  been  twice  married;  his  first  wife, 
Miss  Mary  Inman,  was  chosen  on  the  6th  of  Nov- 
ember, 1828.  They  had  two  sons;  John  and 
Lewis.  He  lost  his  companion,  and  married  for  a 
second  wife,  Miss  Zelplm  H.  Marsh,  of  Orono, 
Maine,  on  the  1st  of  August,  1841. 

Joseph  Davis,  a native  of  Lowell,  Penobscot 
county,  Maine,  was  born  in  the  year  1823,  and 
attained  manhood  on  a farm  in  his  native  State. 
When  thirty  years  of  age  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming  until  1850 
whim  he  located  at  St.  Anthony  and  gave  his 
whole  attention  to  lumbering  for  three  years.  Was 
a fireman  on  the  first,  steamboat  that  run  on  the 
Upper  Mississippi,  called  the  “ Governor  Ramsey,” 
commanded  by  Captain  Rollins.  In  1853,  he 
moved  on  a farm  near  Elk  River,  Sherburne 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1866,  when  he  came 
to  his  present  farm  on  section  eighteen,  part  of 
which  is  within  the  limits  of  the  village  of  Otsego. 
Mr.  Davis  has  been  twice  married.  His  present 
wife  was  Miss  Emeline  A.  Spencer,  to  whom  he 


was  married  in  December,  1855.  She  has  borne 
him  eleven  children,  five  girls  and  six  boys. 

Caleb  Fulton  Baker  was  born  in  Steuben 
county,  New  York,  on  the  18!h  of  December,  1820. 
Ho  lived  in  his  native  State  till  I860,  when  he 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  in  a short  time,  returned  to 
New  York,  where  he  lived  till  1867,  when  lie  came 
to  Minnesota,  and  located  on  a farm  in  this  town- 
ship where  he  still  resides.  He  keeps  a ferry  which 
is  known  as  Baker’s  Ferry.  He  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Emeline  Stevens  in  the  year  1849. 
Mrs.  Baker  is  a native  of  New  York,  and  they  have 
five  children;  three  boys,  and  two  girls. 

Watson  Hiram  Gerrish  was  born  in  the  town 
of  Brownville,  Maine,  on  the  28th  of  February, 
1 836,  where  he  lived  till  coming  to  Big  Lake,  Sher- 
burne county,  Minnesota,  in  1865.  Ho  came  to  his 
present  home  in  section  ten,  iu  March,  1874.  He 
married  Miss  Anna  Heath,  a native  of  Brownville, 
Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  on  the  31st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1866.  Their  children  are,  Evan  G.,  Ada,  Ed- 
ward F.,  Charles  W.,  and  Jay  Lyman. 

Joseph  Bradley  Hamlet,  a native  of  Brown- 
ville, Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  was  born  on  the 
5th  of  March,  1824.  He  lived  in  his  native  State 
till  1862,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the 
Eleventh  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry  under  Captain 
Stallord,  serving  seven  months.  Was  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Yorktown,  Virginia,  and  at  the  battle  of 
Seven  Pines;  was  wounded,  on  account  of  which 
he  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Yorktown,  Vir- 
ginia, on  the  7th  of  October,  1862.  Then  returned 
to  Maine,  where  he  lived  till  the  spring  of  1865, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  in  Otsego 
township  where  he  still  resides.  He  was  joined  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  M.  Snow,  a native  of 
Maine,  in  the  year  1845.  They  have  four  children; 
two  boys,  and  two  girls;  all  married. 

Hiram  Harper,  a native  of  Oxford  county, 
Maine,  was  born  in  the  year  1806.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  but  four  years  old,  and  his 
father  six  yearn  later.  He  lived  in  his  native  State 
till  thirty  years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  located  in  this  township  in  December, 
1855,  where  he  has  a farm  of  one  hundred  acres. 
Ho  married  Miss  Elmira  Heath,  of  Maine,  on  the 
19tli  of  August,  1827.  They  have  six  children. 
The  oldest  son,  Elisha  K.,  was  in  the  late  civil  war 
three  years.  After  receiving  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, was  employed  in  the  Provost-marshal’s 
department  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  in  the  Ad- 
jutant-general’s department,  and  also  performed 
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clerical  labor  for  President  Lincoln  for  a time. 
He  died  in  .Tunc,  1806,  in  Washington,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Congregational  cemetery  in  the  lat- 
ter city.  The  youngest  son,  Benjamin,  is  on  the 
home  farm;  three  of  the  other  children  are  living 
in  Minnesota,  and  one  resides  in  Michigan. 

Walter  Grove  Holly,  a native  of  New  York 
State,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  January,  1833, 
where  he  lived,  working  on  his  father’s  farm,  until 
he  moved  to  Michigan  in  1855.  In  1869,  he 
moved  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  working  in  a 
saw  mill  for  ten  years,  when  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  section  twenty-three.  He  married,  in 
1856,  Mrs.  Naomi  Markham,  who  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  They  have  seven  living  chil- 
dren; four  girls  and  three  boys.  Mrs.  Holly  had 
live  children  by  her  first  husband. 

Clark  Haley,  a native  of  Canada  East,  was 
born  on  the  16th  of  April,  1831.  His  father  moved 
to  New  York  soon  after  his  birth,  and  in  1850 
came  to  Minnesota  and  lived  in  Hennepin  county 
for  three  years,  after  which  ho  returned  to  the  state 
of  New  York.  I hi  enlisted  in  August,  18(51,  in 
Company  D,  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty- 
second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Cap- 
tain Jones,  serving  one  year;  was  in  several  en- 
gagements during  his  term  of  service.  He  lost 
his  health  in  the  army,  and  now  draws  a pension. 
Returned  to  Minnesota  in  1879,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Otsego  township,  known  as  the  Cory  farm, 
lie  married  Miss  Amanda  Lee,  a native  of  New 
York,  in  the  year  1856.  They  have  five  children. 
The  oldest  daughter  is  married,  and  the  remaining 
children  are  at  home. 

John  Nicholas  Morrell,  a native  of  the  prov- 
ince of  New  Brunswick,  was  born  on  the  25th  of 
December,  1820.  His  parents  moved  to  the  state 
of  Maine  when  he  was  but  eight  years  of  age.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  went  on  a sea  voyage  to  Bos- 
ton and  New  York,  then  back  to  Maine,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  lumbering  until  1855,  when 
ho  moved  to  Minneapolis  and  worked  in  a saw 
mill  for  Leonard  Day  A Brothers  for  a short  time, 
but  came  to  this  township  the  same  year,  whore, he 
has  lived  ever  since.  lie  bought  his  present  farm 
in  section  eighteen  in  1803.  lie  enlisted  on  the 
4th  of  October,  1801,  in  Company  C,  of  the  Fourth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Do- 
naldson; was  in  the  siego  of  Corinth,  where  he 
received  a sunstroke  and  laid  in  an  unconscious 
state  for  seven  weeks,  being  removed,  in  the  mean- 
time, to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  He  was  discharged  on  (ho 


12th  of  September,  1802,  on  account  of  disability; 
but  re-enlisted  in  August,  1804,  in  Company  F,  of 
his  old  regiment,  under  Captain  Wellman,  serving 
until  the  12th  of  June,  1865.  Then  returned  to 
his  farm,  and  now  resides  in  this  town.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Mary  A.  Leahey,  a native  of  Nova  Sco- 
tia, on  the  4tli  of  November,  1844.  They  have 
had  a family  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  arc 
living. 

Miss  Hattie  Josephine  Pepin  was  born  in  the 
town  of  Otsego,  Wright  county,  on  the  18th  of 
October,  1859,  where  she  still  resides.  Her  father, 
John  Pepin,  ivas  born  in  Montreal,  Canada,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  New  York,  where  he  lived 
till  coming  to  Minnesota,  in  1848.  Mr.  Pepin 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty-two, 
in  the  fall  of  1854,  where  the  family  now  live. 
He  married  Miss  Julia  Osier,  of  Canada,  on  the  1st 
of  January,  1848.  They  have  eight  children;  two 
sons  and  one  daughter  are  at  home.  Hattie  J.  at- 
tended school  in  the  district  where  they  reside,  for 
several  years,  and  one  year  at  Dayton,  Hennepin 
county. 

Miss  Sarah  E.  Bicker  was  born  in  the  town  of 
Bradford,  Penobscot  county,  Maine.  She  came 
with  her  parents  to  Manomin  county,  now  Fridley 
township,  Anoka  county,  in  April,  1855.  The 
family  came  to  Otsego  township  in  1850,  and 
moved  to  their  present  farm  in  1857.  Miss  Ricker 
has  been  teaching  school  for  a number  of  years 
with  credit  to  herself,  but  has  been  obliged  to  de- 
sist on  account  of  ill  health.  She  taught  the  first 
school  in  district  number  twelve  in  the  year  1865. 

Leonard  Snow  was  born  in  Penobscot  county, 
Maine,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1837,  where  he  lived 
till  twenty  years  of  age.  He  and  his  brother  came 
to  Minnesota  in  1850,  and  located  on  section  sev- 
enteen, Otsego  township,  where  ho  has  lived  since, 
except  while  in  the  army.  Enlisted  in  November, 
1861,  in  Company  C,  of  the  first  Minnesota  Volun- 
teer Infantry.  Soon  after  his  enlistment  he  was 
sent  to  Mar}' land;  was  through  the  Peninsula  Cam- 
paign; in  the  battle  of  Seven  Oaks;  at  the  second 
battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
Virginia.  After  serving  for  two  years,  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Baltimore,  when  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Minnesota,  and  has  since  resided  with  his 
brother. 

Nicholas  Schumacher,  a native  of  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  13th  of  -Inly,  1837.  lie  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1854,  and  soon  after,  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  section  thirty-four,  lie 
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lias  a farm  of  eighty  acres,  sixty  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  His  father  aud  mother  came 
to  the  town  with  him,  but  have  since  passed  away. 
1 [is  mother  died  on  the  27th  of  December,  1865, 
and  his  father,  on  the  12th  of  May,  18(17.  Ho 
married  Miss  Mary  Ann  Boden,  also  a native  of 
Germany,  in  the  year  18G5.  Their  children  are, 
Stephen,  Joseph,  Benedict,  Adam,  Ignatius,  and 
Vincent. 

William  James  Uran  was  bom  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  on  the  22d  of  September,  1833,  where 
he  lived  until  twenty-one  years  of  age,  working 
on  his  father’s  farm.  Game  to  Illinois  in  1854, 
and  lived  in  that  State,  Indiana,  and  Iowa,  until 
February,  1865,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-first  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  under  Captain  Goodwin.  Was  sent 
to  Tennessee,  and  after  serving  about  eight 
months,  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Nashville. 
Returned  from  the  army  and  came  to  Otsego 
township  in  1SGG,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He 
married  Miss  E.  A.  Dirniek,  a native  of  New  York, 
in  tlu!  year  1869.  They  have  had  four  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living;  two  boys  and  one  girl- 

Adam  John  Wood,  a native  of  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  9th  of  March,  1816,  where  he  lived 
until  1855,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  the 
following  year  located  on  a farm  in  this  township, 
which  was  his  home  for  twenty-one  years.  He 
now  lives  in  the  village  of  Otsego,  where  he  has 
a fine  residence,  and  still  owns  part  of  his  farm  in 
section  thirty.  He  married  Miss  Catharine  Wood 
on  the  2Gth  of  January,  1841,  who  died  on  the 
10th  of  November,  187G.  He  has  ten  children; 
eight  sons  and  two  daughters.  His  present  wife 
was  Mrs.  Nancy  Pierce.  His  son,  Adam  Jr.,  was 
born  in  Canada  West,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1852. 
He  came  with  the  family  to  Otsego,  in  1855,  and 
has  lived  in  the  town  ever  since.  He  has  a farm 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  thirty, 
eighty  of  which  is  part  of  the  original  home- 
stead of  his  father.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  E. 
Fleming  on  the  4th  of  July,  1857.  They  have 
two  children;  Harris  Walter  and  Frederick. 

Ephraim  P.  White,  a native  of  Belmont  town- 
ship, Waldo  county,  Maine,  was  born  on  the  22d 
of  November,  1823.  When  he  was  seven  years  of 
age,  his  parents  moved  to  Penobscot  county, 
where  he  lived  lill  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany Iv,  of  the  Eighth  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry, 
under  Captain  Conant.  Was  at  Fortress  Monroe 
at  the  time  of  its  capture,  and  also  at  Fort  Pu- 


laski. After  serving  fourteen  months  in  Company 
K,  was  transferred  to  Company  H,  of  the  First 
South  Carolina  Colored  Infantry,  and  promoted 
to  First  Lieutenant,  where  he  served  for  two  years, 
and  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Hilton,  South 
Carolina,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1864.  He  re- 
enlisted in  September,  1864,  in  the  Ninth  Maine 
Begulars,  serving  until  September,  1865.  He 
married,  on  the  14th  of  February,  1847,  Miss 
Emeline  M.  White,  by  whom  he  had  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  living.  His  two  sons, 
Henry  and  Buell  S.,  served  in  the  late  civil  war. 
His  wife  died  in  Greenbusli,  on  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1878. 

Edson  D.  AVashburn,  a native  of  Essex  county ; 
New  York,  was  bom  in  the  year  1841.  Came 
with  his  parents  to  Minnesota  in  1855,  and  soon 
after,  located  on  a farm  in  section  twenty-seven, 
Otsego  township.  He  enlisted  on  the  14tli  of 
August,  1862,  in  Company  E,  of  the  Eighth  Min- 
nesota Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Captain  Hartley. 
Spent  the  first  winter  at  Fort  Bipley,  then  on  a 
campaign  after  the  Indians,  during  the  summer 
of  1863.'  In  1864,  went  with  Sally’s  expedition 
into  Montana  Territory,  and  was  in  various  en- 
gagements with  the  Indians.  AVas  sent  south  in 
October,  1864;  was  in  an  engagement  at  Murfrees- 
boro’, and  several  other  places,  aud  mustered  out 
at  Fort  Snelling  after  nearly  three  years  of  con- 
tinued service.  He  was  joined  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Amelia  Wells,  who  was  born  in  New  York, 
in  the  year  1866.  They  have  a family  of  six  chil- 
dren. His  parents  live  with  him  on  the  same 
farm  which  he  selected  in  1855. 


ROCKFORD. 

CHAPTER  CXXXII. 

DESCRIPTIVE — EARLY  SETTLEMENT FIRST  THINGS- 

VILLAGE  HISTORY AGRICULTURAL. 

Rockford  is  one  of  the  southeastern  towns  of 
AVright  county,  and  has  an  area  of  about  24,960 
acres,  of  which  3,210  are  under  cultivation.  Its 
southern  and  eastern  boundaries  arc  irregular,  the 
former  being  marked  by  the  North  Fork  of  Crow 
River,  and  the  latter  by  the  main  stream,  or  Crow 
River,  formed  by  the  confluence  of  the  North  and 
South  Forks  at  a point  about  two  miles  above  the 
village. 
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The  surface  is  mainly  rolling,  and  originally 
well  timbered,  except  a small  tract  in  the  south- 
western portion,  known  as  Frederic’s  Prairie,  so 
named  for  one  of  the  early  settlors.  Here  the  soil 
is  somewhat  sandy,  but  elsewhere,  is  a rich  dark 
loam,  with  clay  sub-soil.  Several  fine  lakes  are 
found  in  this  town,  most  of  which  are  well  stocked 
with  fish.  The  principal  of  these  are,  Martha, 
Charlotte,  Moore’s,  Crawford,  Rinkard,  Dean,  and 
Mary  lakes,  the  last  three  of  which  find  an  outlet 
to  the  North  Fork  of  Crow  river. 

The  first  settlers  here  came  in  1855,  one  of 
whom,  Mr.  Fraser,  pre-empted  the  town  site  of 
Rockford  village,  and  soon  after  sold  his  claim  to 
George  F.  Ames,  Joel  Florida,  and  G.  D.  George, 
who  built  a steam  saw  mill  the  following 
year.  The  mill  burned  the  next  season,  and  was 
replaced  by  a water-power  mill,  and  a grist  mill 
was  added.  A portion  of  this  primitive  mill  yet 
remains,  though  scarcely  distinguishable  in  the 
present  structure.  Mr.  Ames  purchased  both  his 
partners’  interest  and  for  some  time  operated  the 
mills  alone.  None  of  the  original  proprietors  are 
now  living.  Mr.  Ames  died  at  Rockford,  October 
30th,  1878;  Mr.  Florida  some  years  since,  in  Min- 
neapolis, and  Mr.  George,  about  eight  years  since, 
at  Rockford.  In  1878,  George  W.  Florida,  a son 
of  .Joel  Florida,  acquired  the  title  to  this  prop- 
erty, and  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  in 
the  county  both  the  lumber  and  flouring  mills 
having  been  remodeled  and  fitted  up  with  ma- 
chinery of  the  latest  improved  style. 

Isaac  P.  Harvey  came  in  the  fall  of  1855,  and  is 
the,  oldest  living  settler  in  the  town.  He  is  a na- 
tive of  Ohio,  was  born  in  1834,  removed  to  Illi- 
nois in  1854,  and  here  the  following  year,  selecting 
tin'  claim  which  is  still  his  home.  He  was  much 
in  otlice  during  the  earlier  days  of  this  colony, 
having  filled  the  several  local  offices  of  importance 
in  his  town,  and  has  been  active  in  projecting 
many  public  improvements.  He  has  been  twice 
married;  first  in  185G,  to  Miss  Esther  Bushnell, 
who  died  in  August,  187i),  leaving  four  children; 
and  in  July,  1880,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Phoebe  Findley,  of  Monticello,  a prominent 
teacher,  at  one  time  employed  in  the  Academy  at 
Monticello. 

Among  other  early  settlers  were:  Owen  Davis, 
who  came  in  (lie  spring  of  185(1,  John  and  Jesse 
Prestige,  in  June  or  July  the  same  year,  Ralph 
Ames  and  James  Dixon,  later  in  the  season,  and 
William  Sleight,  who  now  has  one  of  the  finest 


fruit  farms  in  this  region.  He  is  of  English  birth, 
and  has,  since  coming  here,  been  prominently 
identified  with  church  and  other  public  affairs,  and 
one  of  the  founders  and  supporters  of  the  Wright 
County  Agricultural  Society,  and  Old  Settlers  As- 
sociation, in  both  of  which  he  has  held  several 
terms  as  President.  William  and  Thomas  Walker, 
John  Elliot,  the  Dean  family,  and  others  came  in 
1857,  besides  many  whose  names  are  not  learned. 

The  town  of  Rockford  was  organized  in  1858, 
and  Joel  Florida  was  the  first  chairman  of  Super- 
visors. Miner  Ball  was  the  first  Treasurer,  and  H. 
A.  Wallace  and  Oscar  F.  Jackson  were  also  among 
the  first  officers  elected. 

The  first  preaching  was  by  a Methodist  minis- 
ter about  1856,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  the 
sketch  of  the  Methodist  Church  in  the  village,  fol- 
lowing. 

The  first  school  was  taught  by  Miss  M.  Moses, 
in  the  winter  of  1856-57,  in  an  old  claim  shanty 
built  by  Mrs.  Ames,  afterwards  Mrs.  G.  D.  George. 
Miss  Moses  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Sook,  a 
prosperous  farmer  of  this  town. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  town  was 
Thomas  B.  Smith,  in  the  summer  of  1856.  The 
family  removed  from  this  locality  a few  months 
later. 

The  first  death  occurred  the  same  season,  re- 
moving from  the  community  Washington  Stew- 
ard, an  uncle  of  O.  J.  Steward,  the  present  County 
Superintendent  of  Wright  county. 

The  first  marriage  bears  date  October  11th, 
1856,  the  parties  being  Isaac  P.  Harvey  and  Miss 
Esther  Bushnell.  Ralph  Ames,  H.  Angell,  and 
George  Sook  also  selected  partners  about  this 
time. 

Aside  from  the  murder  of  Wallace,  with  which 
the  reader  is  already  familiar,  another  tragedy  oc- 
curred in  this  town,  which  is  still  well  remem- 
bered by  the  early  settlers.  In  1857,  a Mr. 
Sliippy,  living  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Henry 
Mack,  was  annoyed  by  a visit  from  three  drunken 
parties  who  evidently  miscalculated  the  mettle  of 
Mr.  Sliippy,  who,  though  a sort  of  recluse,  was  a 
quiet,  inoffensive  citizen  and  enjoyed  the  respect 
of  the  community.  A difficulty  ensued,  resulting 
in  the  death  of  Raymer,  a man  of  ill  repute,  whom 
Sliippy  dispatched  with  a shot  from  his  fowling 
piece.  Sliippy  was  arrested,  tried,  and  sentenced 
to  prison  for  life,  notwithstanding  the  general  ex- 
pressed opinion  that  it  was  a case  of  justifiable 
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homicide,  and  resulted  in  ridding  the  community 
of  an  obnoxious  character. 

The  village  of  ltoekford  was  platted  by  the 
original  mill  company  already  mentioned,  soon 
after  their  coming  hero,  and  a hotel  opened  by  (1. 
(!.  denies,  which  passed  through  the  bands  of  sev- 
eral parties,  and  was  removed  a few  years  since. 
A few  private  houses  have,  from  time  to  time, 
been  thrown  open  to  the  traveling  public,  but  no 
well-regulated  hotel  until  L.  Allars  built  the 
“ Centennial  Hotel”  in  1876,  which  has  since  ab- 
sorbed all  the  public  patronage.  Mr.  Allars  came 
to  the  town  of  Greenwood,  just  opposite,  in  1855, 
and  has  been  identified  with  ltoekford  ever  since. 
A man  named  Farnham  was  also  one  of  the  first 
settlers  on  the  east  side,  soon  changing  to  this 
side,  and  has  since  made  this  town  his  home. 

J.  Ralph  Ames  is  also  prominent  among  the 
settlers  of  1850.  He  is  a native  of  Colchester,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  born  on  the  ‘2d  of  Februay,  1827. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Miller  became  his  wife  June  7tli, 
1857,  and  two  children  were  born  to  them,  one  of 
whom,  Dow  D.,  is  still  living;  the  other,  Annie  E., 
died  March  17th,  1870.  Mr.  Ames  has  filled  the 
principal  town  ollices,  and  in  1870,  was  elected 
County  Auditor  of  Wright  County,  and  re-elected 
in  1872,  but  resigned  during  the  summer  of  1873 
on  account  of  poor  health.  He  is  now  living  in 
the  village  of  Rockford,  and  is  one  of  her  most 
honored  citizens. 

Ames  & Benner  opened  a small  store  here  in 
1850,  and  in  1858,  Miner  Ball,  now  a real  estate 
dealer  of  Minneapolis,  began  trade  here.  He  con- 
ducted the  business  for  a few  years  with  marked 
success,  then  sold  to  M.  W.  Shultis,  from  whom, 
after  one  or  two  changes,  it  passed,  in  1805,  to  J. 
Benner,  who  is  still  in  trade. 

The  Rockford  Woolen  Mills  is  the  outgrowth  of 
a small  carding  mill  established  in  1873,  by 
Parker  and  Reynolds.  The  next  season  Mr.  Rey- 
nolds sold  his  interest  to  M.  G.  Waren,  who  still 
holds  an  interest.  The  following  year,  spinning 
was  added,  and  one  loom  put  in.  J.  Benner  be- 
came a partner  the  same  year,  since  which  the  firm 
name  has  been  Parker,  Waren,  & Benner.  Two 
years  later,  another  loom  was  added,  the  next  year 
three  looms  and  a yarn  twister,  besides  a consider- 
able amount  of  finishing  machinery.  Still  fur- 
ther additions  were  made  in  1880,  and  now  the 
ltoekford  Woolen  Mills  sustain  a reputation  excelled 
by  none,  and  furnish  goods  to  the  trade  through- 
out a large  scope  of  territory.  Sixteen  operatives 


find  employment  here,  and  the  increasing  busi- 
ness will  soon  demand  the  services  of  additional 
numbers. 

The  village  is  fairly  supplied  with  stores,  shops, 
etc.,  and  has  a.  good  school  building,  where  two 
departments  arc  maintained  during  the  usual 
school  terms. 

Churches. — The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
was  organized  through  the  effort  of  Mr.  William 
Sleight,  soon  after  his  arrival  here  in  1850,  and  is 
still  maintained.  Rev.  Mr.  Abbott  was  among 
the  first  to  minister  to  the  society. 

A Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  during 
war  times,  Rev.  Mr.  Hunter  being  the  first 
setttled  pastor.  A church  edifice  was  soon 
after  erected,  in  which  meetings  are  now 
held  weekly,  Rev.  Mr.  Cheadle,  of  Buffalo,  offi- 
ciating. A Sabbath  School  has  been  maintained 
most  of  the  time  since  the  organization  of  the 
society. 

A Swedish  Lutheran  Church  was  organized 
some  years  ago,  and  a building  commenced  on 
section  seven,  which  is  not  yet  fully  completed, 
the  society  being  neither  numerous  nor  wealthy. 

A German  Methodist  Church  was  built  on  sec- 
tion nineteen,  in  1878,  near  which  the  society  also 
own  a parsonage.  The  church  edifice  is  a sym- 
metrical structure,  and  denotes  a prosperous  soci- 
ety. Near  this  church  is  another  in  process  of 
erection  by  the  German  Lutheran  society.  All 
these  churches  maintain  cemeteries  conveniently 
located. 

Societies. — Star  Lodge  No.  62,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
was  organized  U.D.  in  January,  1807,  and  chartered 
a year  later.  The  first  officers  were:  Erenis  W. 

Gray,  W.M.;  D.  W.  Guptill,  S.  W. ; and  E.  Dyer, 
J.  W.  Other  chartered  members  were:  F.  B. 

Angell,  George  Brown,  C.  T.  Coverdale,  John  Wil- 
liams, and  John  Acker.  The  present  officers  are: 
J.  R.  Ames,  W.  M.;  D.  W.  McCarter,  S.  W.;  I.  P. 
Harvey,  J.  W. ; Samuel  Hesler,  Treasurer;  G.  A. 
Ruckoldt,  Secretary;  H.  D.  Cadwell,  S.  D. ; C.  D. 
Fredericks,  J.  D. ; and  Enoch  Miller,  Tyler.  The 
present  membership  is  thirty-six. 

The  Good  Templars  were  represented  by  Myrtle 
Lodge  some  years  ago,  but  have  no  organiza- 
tion now. 

From  the  agricultural  report  of  1880,  we  gather 
the  following  statistics  as  the  aggregate  products 
of  Rockford  township  for  that  year:  wheat,  30,430 
bushels;  oats,  17,782  bushels;  corn,  22,533  bush- 
els; barley,  429  bushels;  rye,  140  bushels;  buck- 
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wheat,  67  bushels;  potatoes,  5,520  bushels;  beans, 
125  bushels;  sugar-cane,  2,843  gallons;  cultivated 
hay,  257  tons;  wild  hay,  1,404  tons;  tobacco,  468 
pounds;  wool,  6,021  pounds;  butter,  28,500 
pounds;  and  honey,  150  pounds. 


SILVER  CREEK. 


CHAPTER  CXXXIII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT TOWN 

SITES MILLS SCHOOLS CHURCHES — AGRICUL- 
TURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Silver  Creek  lies  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  embraces  an  area  of  about  24,300 
acres,  2,882  being  under  cultivation.  The  surface 
is  undulating,  and  in  the  eastern  part,  quite  broken. 
Extending  a few  miles  back  from  the  river,  it  is 
covered  with  brush  and  light  poplar  groves,  but 
towards  the  southwest  part,  heavier  timber  is  found. 
The  soil  near  the  river  is  light  and  sandy,  but  the 
greater  portion  of  the  town  has  a dark  loam.  Sil- 
ver creek  enters  the  town  on  the  south  line  and 
runs  in  a northerly  direction,  entering  the  Missis- 
sippi on  section  fifteen.  The  township  is  also  wa- 
tered by  numerous  lakes. 

The  first  white  man  to  remain  any  length  of 
time  in  this  town  was  Archie  Downie,  who  made  a 
claim  near  the  mouth  of  Silver  creek  about  1852 
or  1853.  When  the  Indians  were  removed  from 
the  vicinity,  he  also  left.  The  first  permanent  set- 
tlers were,  Joseph  S.  Locke,  J.  W.  Sanborn,  and 
Thomas  Melrose,  who  made  claims  in  1855,  and 
were  followed  during  that  and  the  following  year 
by  a number  of  others,  whe  settled  in  different 
parts  of  the  town.  The  population,  in  1880,  num- 
bered 381  persons. 

A town  site  was  surveyed  and  platted  about 
1856,  near  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  and  named 
Fremont.  The  principal  proprietors  were  George 
and  E.  II.  Day,  of  St.  Anthony.  A steam  saw- 
mill was  erected,  a store,  blacksmith  shop,  school- 
house,  anil  hotel  were  also  built,  but  further  im* 
provemcnts  seemed  impossible,  and  the  enterprise 
finally  collapsed.  All  that  remains  is  the  hotel, 
which  is  now  the  residence  of  Chester  Duuklee. 

Another  town,  named  Mount  Vernon,  was  laid 
out  in  1857,  by  F.  Thompson,  of  Monticello,  on  sec- 
tions four,  five,  and  eight,  but  this  never  rose 
above  the  common  dignity  of  a jiaper  town. 


A saw-mill  was  erected  on  section  five,  by  Lam- 
bert & Chubb  in  1875.  It  has  now  passed  into 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Chubb,  who  has  recently  remod- 
eled it.  The  present  capacity  is  five  thousand 
feet  per  day. 

. The  first  Post-oflice  was  established  in  1855  or 

1856,  and  named  “ Silver  Creek.”  It  was  located 
on  section  fifteen,  and  A.  G.  Descent  was  the  first 
Postmaster.  It  has  been  kept  at  different  places 
since,  but  is  now  in  charge  of  .T.  N.  Locke,  who 
resides  on  section  eight. 

A Post-office  was  established  at  the  house  of 
Moses  Goodrich  in  1857,  and  called  “ Bianca,” 
but  was  discontinued  in  three  or  four  years. 

“Ypsilauti”  Post-oflice  was  also  established  in 

1857,  at  the  house  of  J.  Brooks,  on  section  twenty- 
five,  but  suspended  a couple  of  years  later. 

The  first  religious  service  held  in  the  town  was 
at  the  house  of  a man  named  Glazier,  now 
owned  by  F.  Hitter,  by  a Baptist  clergyman,  in 

1858,  A church  organization  was  effected  soon 
after  by  Rev.  Reuben  Weeks.  Rev.  Moses  Good- 
rich, a Universalist  minister,  also  held  meetings  at 
his  own  house  on  section  eight,  and  in  other 
localities. 

Philip  Locke,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town, 
and  much  interested  in  its  welfare,  offered  $1,000 
to  the  denomination  that  should  erect  the  first 
house  of  worship.  This  was  taken  advantage  of 
by  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
who  erected  a building  on  section  thirty-three,  in 
1863,  but  it  was  subsequently  moved  to  its  present 
location  on  section  five.  Rev.  J.  B.  Chaffee  was 
the  first  minister. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  by  Miss 
Jeanette  Dunklee  at  the  old  town  of  Fremont  in 
the  summer  of  1858.  There  are  now  four  schools 
in  the  township,  in  which  the  regular  terms  are 
taught. 

From  the  agricultural  report  of  1880,  we  gather 
the  following  as  the  products  of  the  town  lor  that 
year:  wheat,  14,810  bushels;  oats,  5,267  bushels; 
corn,  11,315  bushels;  rye,  121  bushels;  potatoes, 
1,750  bushels;  beans,  14  bushels;  sugar  cane,  80] 
gallons;  cultivated  hay,  64  tons;  wild  hay,  857 
tons;  wool,  1,505  pounds;  butter,  16,110  pounds; 
cheese,  335  pounds;  and  honey,  700  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Anthony  Andrews,  a native  of  Mahoning 
county,  Ohio,  was  born  in  January,  1831.  He 
grew  to  manhood  under  his  father’s  tutorage,  on 
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the  farm.  In  1852,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating 
in  Richfield  township,  Hennepin  county,  which 
was  his  home  for  thirteen  years.  In  18G5,  ho 
came  to  Silver  Creek  township,  locating  on  section 
six,  where  he  has  Hmce  given  his  attention  to 
farming.  He  married  Miss  Mary  J.  Richard,  a 
native  of  New  York,  in  the  year  1851.  They  have 
eleven  children. 

Alfred  Brown,  a native  of  Newark,  New  Jer- 
sey, was  born  on  the  28th  of  May,  1841,  where 
his  father  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  gas 
fixtures.  In  IH5H,  the  family  moved  to  Illinois, 
and  engaged  in  farming  for  a time.  In  18GU,  Mr. 
Brown  visited  the  home  of  his  childhood,  remain- 
ing one  year.  On  his  return  to  Illinois,  in  18G1, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Il- 
linois Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three  years  and 
one  month.  During  his  soldier  life,  did  not  miss 
a march  or  an  engagement  in  which  the  regiment 
participated.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Stone  River,  Perryville,  Chiekamauga,  and  Mis- 
sion Ridge,  and  with  General  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  Atlanta.  After  being  discharged,  spent 
about  two  years  at  Waukegan,  Lake  county,  Il- 
linois, and  in  1866,  returned  to  Minnesota,  loca- 
ting on  a farm  in  section  thirty-four,  Silver  Creek 
township,  where  he  has  been  a tiller  of  the  soil 
over  since.  He  was  elected  Town  Clerk  in  1868, 
and  again  in  1875,  also  Town  Treasurer  the  same 
year,  and  has  filled  both  offices  since.  He  married 
Miss  Laura  A.  Heath  on  the  21st  of  August,  1865. 
They  have  five  children. 

Charles  Bryant,  a native  of  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, was  born  on  the  Dth  of  August,  1809. 
His  father  was  a mason,  and  Charles  learned 
the  trade  while  a boy,  working  with  his  father 
till  about  twenty  two  years  of  age,  when  he 
commenced  business  for  himself,  working  in  the 
vicinity  of  Boston  for  a number  of  years.  In 
1850,  he  moved  to  New  York,  working  in  that 
city  and  Brooklyn  until  1858,  when  he  bent 
his  way  westward,  remaining  in  Minneapolis  for 
one  year.  In  1859,  came  to  Silver  Creek  town- 
ship and  located  on  section  nine,  making  it  his 
home  for  a number  of  yearn,  but  during  the  hard 
times  was  compelled  to  give  it  up.  Then  he  took 
a homestead  in  Corinna  township,  where  he  lived 
a number  of  years,  but  subsequently  returned  to 
Silver  Creek,  where  he  still  resides. 

Charles  II.  Pkyant  xvas  born  in  East  Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts,  on  the  1st  of  March,  18159. 
When  a child  of  five  years,  the  family  removed  to 


Illinois,  remaining  about  live  years;  then  returned 
to  Massachusetts  for  one  year,  and  thence  to  New 
York  City,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived 
till  sixteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  West 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts,  serving  an  appren- 
ticeship of  two  and  one-half  years  to  the  carpenter 
trade.  The  following  year  he  came  to  Wisconsin, 
and  after  spending  some  time  in  that  State,  came 
to  Wright  county,  whither  his  father  and  family 
had  previously  moved.  In  1859,  he  secured  his 
present  farm  in  section  seventeen,  and  made  farm- 
ing his  business.  He  married  Miss  Belinda 
Mathers  on  the  21st  of  April,  1859.  They  have 
five  children. 

George  Coombs,  a native  of  Hancock  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  29th  of  June,  1823.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  eleven  years  old,  and 
from  that  time  till  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  worked 
on  some  neighboring  farm.  Then  went  on  the  Pe- 
nobscot river,  logging  and  lumbering  till  1857, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  what  is 
noxv  tho  township  of  Orrock,  Sherburne  county, 
where  he  farmed  for  two  years.  In  1859,  moved 
to  the  farm  in  this  township,  xvliere  he  still  resides. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  Smith,  of  Maine,  in  1845. 
She  died  on  the  18th  of  December,  1871,  leaving 
seven  children. 

Chester  Dunklee,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
the  town,  was  born  in  Vermont  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1810.  In  youth  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  and  followed  that  business  in  his  native 
county  for  a number  of  years.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-three,  he  left  home  and  went  to  Claremont, 
New  Hampshire,  following  his  trade  till  1840,  when 
he  engaged  in  the  marble  business,  continuing  it 
for  about  sixteen  years.  In  1856,  came  westward 
to  look  at  the  country  and  seek  a future  home,  and 
in  the  following  winter,  located  on  section  fifteen, 
Silver  Creek  township.  Soon  after  locating  he 
formed  a company  and  commenced  the  erection  of 
a steam  saw-mill,  on  what  was  then  the  town  site 
of  Fremont,  and  soon  after,  built  a hotel  which  is 
now  his  residence. 

Henry  Ferguson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
township,  and  now  one  of  the  oldest  residents,  was 
born  in  Canada  West  on  tho  14tli  of  January, 
1826,  where  he  lived  with  his  parents  on  the  farm, 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  His  father  died 
when  he  was  about  twenty-six  years  of  age;  after 
which  ho  controlled  the  farm  until  1855,  when  ho 
came  to  tho  United  States,  remaining  on  the  banks 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi  with  his  family,  among 
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about  eight  hundred  friendly  Indians,  in  what  is 
now  Sherburne  county.  In  a few  weeks  after  his 
arrival,  he  took  a claim  on  section  thirty-two,  Sil- 
ver Creek  township,  being  one  of  the  first  to  locate 
in  this  town.  The  land  at  that  time  was  not  sur- 
veyed, but  he  at  once  commenced  improving  the 
claim,  which  has  been  his  home  ever  since.  lie 
has  held  the  ollice  of  Assessor,  Supervisor,  Trustee, 
and  other  oilices  since  the  organization  of  the  town- 
ship. He  married  Miss  Letitia  Campbell,  on  the 
29th  of  September,  1853,  who  was  born  in  Canada, 
and  was  the  second  woman  in  this  township.  They 
have  six  children. 

John  J.  Chant  was  born  on  the  8tli  of  October, 
1829,  in  Chenango  county,  New  York;  when  but  a 
child,  the  family  moved  to  Genesee  county,  and 
from  thence  to  Steuben  county,  where  he  spent  his 
early  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty,  commenced 
working  in  the  pineries  during  the  winter,  and  on 
the  Erie  Canal  during  the  summer,  which  he  fol- 
lowed till  1862,  when  he  came  to  Monticello,  Min- 
nesota, and  rented  a farm  for  two  years,  then  located 
on  the  farm  in  this  township  where  he  now  resides. 
He  married  Miss  Adelaide  Mauley  on  the  9th  of 
September,  1859,  who  died  July  18th,  1865;  he 
chose  for  a second  wife,  Eva  M.  Walker,  on  the 
5tli  of  October,  1866.  They  have  five  children. 

Paul  Kennedy,  a native  of  Canada  West,  was 
born  on  the  6th  of  January,  1834.  He  grew  to 
manhood  at  homo,  accustomed  to  farm-work  and 
lumbering,  and  spent  a year  or  two  in  the  state  of 
New  York  prior  to  making  a trip  westward.  In 
1856,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing at  St.  Anthony  for  one  year,  when  lie  took  a 
claim  in  the  southern  portion  of  Silver  Creek  town- 
ship. In  1865,  took  a homestead  in  Woodland 
township,  but  soon  after,  sold  his  interest  in  the 
homestead  and  returned  to  Silver  Creek.  In  1869, 
he  located  on  his  present  farm  in  sections  twenty- 
one  and  twenty -eight.  In  1871,  he  visited  the 

Black  Hills,  and  remained  about  three  years  work- 
ing in  the  mines,  then  returned  to  his  home,  lie 
married  Miss  Catherine  McDonald,  of  Canada,  on 
the  22d  of  September,  1862.  They  have  seven 
children. 

1).  McKenzie,  one  of  the  oldest  living  settlers 
of  the  town,  was  born  in  Canada  West,  on  the  22d 
of  February,  1820.  His  parents  were  from  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  came  to  Canada  when 
our  subject  was  quite  young.  Mr.  McKenzie 
lived  with  his  parents  till  he  attained  manhood, 
wlnm  he  commenced  life  for  himself,  working  at 


farming,  lumbering,  etc.,  and  finally  became  em- 
ployed in  a Pail  factory  at  Gault,  Canada,  where 
he  remained  till  1856,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  soon  after  located  on  a farm  near  Limestone 
Lake,  Silver  Creek  township.  In  1857,  moved  to  his 
farm  in  the  same  township,  where  he  still  resides, 
located  on  the  west  bank  of  McKenzie  Lake.  Mr. 
McKenzie  has  been  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Super- 
visorfor  several  terms,  and  at  present,  is  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  He  married  Miss  Catherine  Quig,  on 
the  eighteenth  of  March,  1845.  They  have  three 
children. 

John  D.  McKenzie,  a nativo  of  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  21st  of  April,  1850.  In  1856,  the 
family  came  to  Minnesota,  spending  the  winter  at 
Stillwater.  In  the  following  spring,  his  father 
made  a claim  in  Silver  Creek  township,  to  which 
tlio  family  moved  in  the  fall.  In  the  fall  of  1879, 
John  D.  bought  a part  of  the  old  farm,  and  built 
a comfortable  house,  in  which  he  now  resides.  He 
married  Miss  Abbie  Dunklee,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers,  on  the  9th  of  November,  1873. 
They  have  four  children;  Homer  A.,  Howard  E., 
Ada  E.  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Mr.  McKenzie 
has  been  giving  special  attention  to  stock  raising 
for  some  years  past. 

E.  J.  Lambeiit,  an  old  settler  of  Hennepin 
county,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ithaca,  Tompkins 
county,  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  October,  1828. 
He  grew  to  manhood  on  a farm  near  the  above 
named  city.  A.t  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  left 
home,  engaging  in  various  pursuits  until  1855, 
when  he  went  to  Marquette,  Wisconsin,  returning 
to  New  York  the  following  spring.  In  1858,  lie 
moved  to  Hennepin  county,  Minnesota,  and  lived 
on  a farm  for  one  year;  then  came  to  Silver  Creek 
township  and  pre-empted  his  present  farm,  where 
he  lived  till  1874.  Then  moved  to  Minneapolis 
for  a few  years,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 
farm  and  has  lived  here  since.  Since  living  in  the 
State,  Mr.  Lambert  has  devoted  a large  portion  of 
liis  time  to  hunting  and  trapping.  He  hunted 
with  the  Sioux  Indians  several  seasons,  and  is  re- 
garded us  one  of  the  best  marksmen  and  most  suc- 
cessful hunters  in  the  country.  His  sou  John  is 
following  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  this  par- 
ticular, having  killed  over  fifty  deer  the  past  win- 
ter. Mr.  Lambert  Married  Miss  Mary  Jane  Mor- 
ris, November  21st,  1852.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren. 

Edson  M.  Lambeut,  one  of  the  early  settlors  of 
the  township,  and  a successful  trapper,  was  born 
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in  Tompkins  county,  New  York,  on  the  9tli  of  No- 
vember, 1830.  He  engaged  in  farming  until  1857, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota,  remaining  a few 
months  in  Winona  county;  then  returned  to  the 
state  of  Now  York.  The  following  year  ho  again 
returned  to  Minnesota,  locating  in  Hennepin 
county,  but  spent  most  of  his  time  in  Silver  Creek 
township,  hunting  and  trapping.  He  was  in  com- 
pany with  the  Sioux  Indians  on  several  hunting 
expeditions  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  1802.  Dur- 
ing the  Indian  war,  ho  was  one  of  the  party  that 
volunteered  from  Richfield  township,  Hennepin 
county,  to  aid  in  relieving  the  settlers,  and  was 
distinguished  for  his  bravery.  While  on  his  re- 
turn from  an  expedition  to  Fort  Ridgely,  he  was 
thrown  from  his  horse  and  injured,  from  which  he 
has  never  fully  recovered.  In  1805,  he  purchased 
a farm  in  Silver  Creek  township,  to  which  he  re- 
moved the  following  year.  In  1875,  he  and  J.  D. 
Chubb  built  a steam  saw  mill  in  the  town,  which 
he  controlled  for  a few  years  and  then  sold.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  B.  Culver  on  the  18th  of  May, 
1852,  who  died  on  the  0th  of  January,  1858.  Mar- 
ried Mrs.  Alma  A.  Reichards  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1803,  and  has  three  children. 

Joseph  S.  Locke,  (deceased)  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  town,  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
on  the  21st  of  July,  1804.  When  a youth,  he 
went  to  sea,  following  that  occupation  for  about 
three  years;  then  farmed  fora  time,  and  was  after- 
wards employed  in  a factory  in  Lowell,  Massa- 
chusetts; and  also  was  a policeman  in  that  city, 
and  thence  to  Franklin  county,  Maine,  where  he 
fanned  until  coming  to  Minnesota  in  the  spring 
of  1855.  He  then  took  a claim  in  Silver  Creek 
township,  and  was  a resident  of  the  town  till  his 
death,  which  occurred  on  the  22d  of  June,  1875. 
He  took  a prominent  part  in  all  the  affairs  of  the 
town.  His  oldest  son,  -T.  N.  Locke,  was  born  on 
the  17th  of  November,  1844,  and  lives  on  a part 
of  the  old  farm.  He  was  appointed  Post- 
master of  Silver  Creek  post-office  in  1880,  and 
has  held  the  office  since  that  date.  He  married 
Miss  Annie  L.  Melrose,  a daughter  of  one  of  tins 
pioneers  of  the  town,  on  the  0th  of  April,  1872. 
They  have  three  children. 

George  H.  Midwood,  a native  of  Rochester, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  28th  of  August,  1832. 
Soon  after  his  birth  the  family  moved  to  Auburn, 
New  York,  where  the  father  owned  and  operated 
a woolen  mill.  After  George  had  completed  his 
school  days,  he  assisted  liis  father  in  the  factory. 


In  1854,  the  family  removed  to  Richfield,  Hennepin 
county,  Minnesota,  where  he  lived  on  his  father’s 
farm  until  1803,  when  he  became  associated  with 
the  Quartermaster  department,  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  where  he  remained  till  1805.  He  then 
spent  about  two  years  in  travelling  through  the 
West.  In  1807,  located  on  a farm  in  Silver  Creek 
township,  where  he  still  lives.  Married  Miss  An- 
geline  H.  Tenny  in  1873.  They  have  one  son, 
named  George  L.  T. 

Thomas  Melrose,  a native  of  Edinburgh,  Scot- 
land, was  born  on  the  22d  of  February,  1822. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age,  commenced  to  learn 
ornamental  gardening,  serving  an  apprenticeship 
of  four  years'.  After  that,  was  employed  in  the 
offices  of  warehouses  at  Glasgow  and  Leith,  Scot- 
land, where  he  remained  until  1849,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  locating  at  Newark, 
New  Jersey.  Here  he  worked  at  ornamental  gar- 
dening for  about  five  years.  In  1855,  came  to 
Wright  county,  making  a claim  in  section  twenty- 
five,  Silver  Creek  township,  which  has  been  his 
home  since  that  date.  During  the  first  few'  years 
of  his  life  in  Minnesota,  devoted  a portion  of  his 
time  to  trapping  and  hunting,  to  procure  means  to 
improve  his  farm.  He  has  filled  most  of  the  town 
offices  with  credit  to  himself,  and  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  county  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives in  1874.  He  married  Miss  Ann  Robertson, 
in  Scotland,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1849.  They 
have  four  children. 

Gottlieb  Marti,  a native  of  Switzerland,  was 
born  in  December,  1820.  When  young  he  learned 
the  carpenter  trade,  and  took  a thorough  course 
in  music,  working  at  his  trade  and  being  a mem- 
ber of  the  Government  band.  In  1852,  he  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  and  located  at  Free- 
port, Illinois,  working  at  his  trade  and  organizing 
the  brass  and  string  bands  in  that  place.  In  1857, 
came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minnesota,  and  the  same 
year  took  a claim  on  section  fifteen,  Silver  Creek 
township.  He  made  St.  Paul  and  St.  Anthony  his 
home,  and  worked  at  his  trade  until  1801,  when  he 
moved  to  his  farm  in  this  county.  Married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Burkhart  in  May,  1840.  They  have  five 
children. 

Abram  Simmons,  a native  of  Schoharie  county, 
New  York,  was  bom  on  the  6th  of  May,  1827. 
While  yet  a child,  the  family  moved  to  Tompkins 
county,  where  he  grew  to  manhood,  working 
chiefly  in  the  lumber  business.  In  1857,  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  making  his  home  for  three  years  in 
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Richfield  township,  Hennepin  comity.  In  I860, 
moved  to  his  present  farm  in  section  six.  He 
married  Miss  Elmira  L.  Morris  on  the  153th  of 
July,  1819. 

Tennes  Sciiermeb,  a native  of  Holland,  was 
born  on  the  1st  of  December,  1841,  living  on  a 
farm  and  obtaining  a good  education.  In  1867,  pur- 
chased a mill  and  store  in  his  native  land,  which  he 
operated  till  1874,  when  he  sold  out  and  emigrated 
to  the  United  States.  Soon  after  landing  in  America, 
located  on  a farm  in  Silver  Creek  township,  where 
he  still  resides,  giving  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
married  Miss  Nellie  Slagter,  on  the  19tli  of  April 
18653.  They  have  eight  children. 

Conrad  Soiiomree  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Indiana,  on  the  1st  of  June,  1836,  where  he  lived 
with  his  father  until  1857.  Then  went  to  Texas 
on  a land  exploring  expedition,  remaining  three 
years.  In  1860,  returned  to  Indiana,  and  in  a 
short  time,  set  out  for  Minnesota,  spending  a few 
weeks  in  Stearns  county,  and  then  coming  to 
Wright  county,  where,  in  company  with  a partner, 
he  purchased  two  sections  of  land  in  Silver  Creek 
and  Maple  Lake  townships.  In  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  returned  to  Indiana,  and  in  1861,  en- 
listed in  Company  D,  of  the  Sixteenth  Indiana 
Volunteer  Infantry ; was  in  the  battles  of  Second 
Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Huntsville,  and  many  others, 
without  receiving  a single  wound.  When  dis- 
charged he  returned  to  Indiana,  and  in  186(5, 
moved  to  his  farm  in  Minnesota,  where  he  now 
resides,  being  one  of  the  most  extensive  farmers 
in  Silver  Creek  township.  He  married  Miss  Paul- 
ina Ghernbeck  on  the  29tli  of  June,  1864.  They 
have  five  children. 

Ira  C.  Wade,  a native  of  New  Brunswick,  was 
born  on  the  23d  of  August,  1829.  When  Ira  was 
about  nine  years  of  ago,  t ho  family  moved  to 
Aroostook  county,  Maim'.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one,  he  left  his  home  and  worked  in  the  pineries 
during  the  winter,  and  rafting  during  the  sum- 
mer until  1854,  when  he  went  to  Michigan  and  en- 
gaged in  lumbering  till  1856,  when  he  moved  to 
Minnesota  and  followed  his  old  business.  In 
1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the  First 
Minnesota  Cavalry,  known  as  the  “Mounted 
Rangers,”  serving  one  year.  In  1866,  he  came  to 
the  farm  in  section  twelve,  Silver  Creek  township, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  married  Miss  Susan  A. 
Bailey  on  the  2d  of  October,  1864. 

Thomas  Wann,  a native  of  Hartford  county, 
Maryland,  was  born  on  the  11th  of  October,  1836. 


His  parents  moved  to  Coles  county,  Illinois,  while 
Thomas  was  an  infant,  living  there  until  1849, 
when  they  moved  to  Bureau  county.  Here  Mr. 
Wann  lived  with  his  father  till  1858,  when  he  com- 
menced business  for  himself.  In  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  serving  three  years.  After  being 
discharged  he  returned  to  Bureau  county,  remain- 
ing till  1869;  then  came  to  Minnesota,  living  on  a 
rented  farm  until  1871,  when  he  located  on  the 
farm  in  section  thirty-four,  where  he  now  lives. 


SOUTHSIDE. 


CHAPTER  CXXXIV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  ■ — EARLY  SETTLEMENT  

ORGANIZATION CHURCHES SCHOOLS — AGRICUL- 
TURAL STATISTICS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Southside  is  the  most  northwestern  town  in  the 
county,  and  embraces  an  area  of  about  18,000 
acres,  912  being  under  cultivation.  The  surface 
is  undulating,  and  in  the  south  and  east,  generally 
covered  with  heavy  timber,  while  the  north  and 
west  is  mostly  brush  land.  The  soil  is  a dark 
loam  with  a clay  sub-soil. 

The  first  permanent  settler  was  Nathan  J.  Rob- 
inson, who  made  a claim  in  section  thirteen  in 
1857.  M.  Scoville  also  settled  on  the  same  sec- 
tion about  the  same  time,  but  both  are  dead. 
Thomas  J.  Noyes  settled  on  section  twelve  in  1803, 
and  now  lives  there.  He  had  resided  north  of  the 
river,  in  Maine  Prairie  township,  for  some  years. 
Charles  Dally  made  a claim  in  section  twenty-four, 
in  1864,  and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
These  pioneers  were  soon  followed  by  others, 
mostly  Americans,  and  in  1880,  the  population 
numbered  312  persons. 

Southside  was  organized  in  1868,  and  the  first 
election  held  at  the  house  of  N.  J.  Robinson  on 
the  9tli  of  March.  The  ollieers  chosen  were: 
Supervisors,  Joshua  Mayhew,  Chairman,  Thomas 
Ewing,  and  Jeremiah  Gould ; Clerk,  Thomas  J. 
Noyes;  Treasurer,  N.  J.  Robinson;  Assessor,  J.  13. 
Robinson;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  N.  J.  Robinson 
and  P.  Gould;  and  Constable,  Abel  Lambert. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  by  Elder 
N.  J.  Robinson  at  his  own  residence.  Rev.  M.  S. 
Harriman,  of  Corinna,  also  held  services  here  in 
an  early  day.  About  1878,  a church  was  erected 
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by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomination  on  sec- 
tion twenty-four,  in  which  services  are  held  once 
in  two  weeks. 

A Free-will  Baptist  organization  has  also  been 
effected,  and  a church  erected  on  section  twenty- 
three. 

The  first  school  taught  in  this  town  was  by  Mrs. 
Carrie  Scoville,  in  1800,  at  the  residence  of  Th.ad- 
dens  Robinson. 

The  town  is  now  divided  into  three  districts,  in 
each  of  which  good  schools  are  kept  during  the 
regular  terms. 

The  products  of  Southside,  according  to  the 
agricultural  report  of  1880,  were:  wheat,  0,435 
bushels;  oats,  3,010  bushels;  corn,  0,485  bushels; 
barley,  100  bushels;  rye,  40  bushels;  potatoes, 
1,283  bushels;  beans,  28  bushels;  sugar-cane, 
2,222  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  42  tons;  wild  hay, 
81  tons;  tobacco,  180  pounds;  wool,  180  pounds; 
butter,  3,735  pounds;  and  honey,  225  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Andrew  Barron,  a native  of  New  York,  was 
born  on  the  14th  of  January,  1834,  where  he  lived 
with  his  parents  until  I860,  engaged  in  logging 
on  the  Susquehanna  river.  In  this  year  Mr.  Bar- 
ron moved  to  Jefferson  county,  and  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  farming  until  1871,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  and  located  in  the  town  of  South- 
side  on  a farm  in  section  twenty-five,  where  he  has 
lived  since  that  date.  When  he  first  came  to  the 
country,  he  gave  hunting  some  attention,  to  sup- 
ply the  wants  of  his  family.  He  has  filled  a num- 
ber of  local  offices  of  the  town  with  credit  to  him- 
self. Was  joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Carrie 
Stedge  on  the  4th  of  July,  1865.  They  have  four 
children. 

Charles  Dally,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town, 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  Gth  of  October,  1810.  When  a child,  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Wayne  county,  Ohio.  While  young, 
he  learned  the  millwright  trade,  at  which  he  was 
employed  until  twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he 
moved  to  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  After  some 
time  he  bought,  a farm  in  Putnam  county,  where 
he  lived  until  1856,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  erected  a flouring  mill  at  the  mouth  of  Clear 
Lake,  in  Stearns  county,  which  was  one  of  the 
first  mills  in  the  county.  In  1864,  he  sold  the  mill 
and  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  Southside, 
living  on  it  until  1872,  when  he  moved  to  Greene 
county,  Iowa,  but  after  a stay  of  four  years,  re- 


turned to  his  home  in  Minnesota.  He  married 
Miss  Elizabeth  McQuillan,  who  died  in  1837.  He 
chose  for  a second  wife,  Miss  Margaret  Wherry,  in 
1839.  They  have  eight  children. 

Harry  E.  Jones  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1837.  When  la' 
was  quite  young,  the  family  moved  to  Stephenson 
county,  whore  his  father  erected  a Hom  ing  mill. 
In  a few  years  the  family  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
bnt  after  two  years,  returned  to  Stephenson  county. 
When  a youth,  Mr.  Jones  learned  the  mason  trade; 
which  he  followed  for  some  time  in  Illinois,  then 
went  to  California,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  two  and  a half  years.  In  1862,  returned  to 
Illinois,  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  of  the  Fif- 
teenth Illinois  Volunteer  Infinity,  in  which  he 
served  about  eighteen  months.  After  leaving  the 
army,  moved  to  Grinnell,  Iowa,  where  he  aided 
in  organizing  a company  for  the  State  Militia. 
Then,  after  visiting  California  for  a few  months, 
came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in  Monticello,  and 
after  living  in  various  places,  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  section  twenty-three,  in  1876.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maria  Jane  Ander- 
son, on  the  9tli  of  October,  1857.  They  have  had 
seven  children,  six  of  whom  are  living. 

Thomas  J.  Noyes,  a native  of  Washington 
county,  Maine,  was  born  on  the  16th  of  March, 
1839.  When  an  infant,  his  father  died,  and  in  a 
few  years  his  mother  married  a Mr.  Sylvanus  Jen- 
kins. In  1851,  the  family  came  to  St.  Anthony, 
Minnesota,  and  in  a few  months  removed  to  a farm 
in  Brooklyn  township,  Hennepin  county,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  until  about  1858, 
when  he  made  a claim  in  Maine  Prairie,  Stearns 
county.  In  1861,  he  located  near  Sauk  Centre, 
but  in  a few  months  returned  to  Hennepin  county. 
Then,  in  the  spring  of  1863,  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm  in  Southside  township.  He  was  the 
first  Town  Clerk,  and  has  filled  most  of  the  town 
olfices.  He  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Fourth 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry  in  1864,  serving 
about  nine  months,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his 
famous  “March  to  the  Sea.”  11c  married  Miss 
Margaret  Willey  on  the  1st  of  January,  1861. 
They  have  three  children,  all  girls. 

Jacob  Rudolph  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  19th  of  March,  1820, 
where  he  lived,  working  on  a farm  and  preparing 
building  timber.  In  1866,  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
the  following  year  took  a farm  in  section  fourteen, 
Southside  township,  where  he  still  resides.  He 
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married  Miss  Hannah  Arb  in  the  year  1847.  They 
have  four  children.  His  oldest  son,  S.  M.,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  on  the  14tli  of  June,  1853; 
has  always  lived  with  his  father,  and  for  the  past 
few  years  has  rented  the  farm. 

(1.  W.  Van  Devender,  a native  of  Oassopolis, 
Cass  county,  Michigan,  was  born  on  the  22d  of 
February,  1843.  His  father  was  a merchant,  and 
and  also  managed  a farm.  At  the  age  of  eighteen, 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  of  the  Second  Michigan  Volunteer  Infantry;  he 
was  in  about  twenty-live  different  engagements, 
and  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Jackson,  Missis- 
sippi; he  was  a private  for  one  year,  then  Orderly 
Sergeant  one  year,  and  then  promoted  to  First  Lieu- 
tenant, which  position  he  held  until  discharged  in 
July,  1865.  Alter  returning  from  the  army  ho 
lived  in  Michigan  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  his 
present  farm  in  Southside  township.  He  married 
Miss  Mary  A.  Kilbourn.  They  have  three  children. 


STOCKHOLM. 

CHAPTER  CXXXV. 

DESCRIPTIVE  EARLY  SETTLEMENT  ORGANIZA- 
TION — ■ AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIOGRAPH- 

ICAL. 

This  is  the  extreme  southwestern  town  of 
Wright  county,  and  contains  an  area  of  about 
23,000  acres,  of  which  3,617  are  under  cultivation. 
The  surface  is  rolling,  and  in  some  parts  hilly. 
The  soil  is  mainly  a dark  loam  with  clay  sub-soil, 
and  very  fertile,  producing  excellent  crops  of  the 
variety  common  in  this  latitude. 

Sucker  crock  rises  in  the  west  central  part, 
Hows  in  a northeasterly  course,  and  crosses  the 
town  line  south  of  Cokato  village.  The  principal 
lakes  are,  Rice  Lake,  in  the  eastern  part,  Little 
Lake,  in  the  northwestern  part,  and  still  farther 
west,  Collinwood  Lake,  lying  partly  in  Meeker 
county.  Timber  and  prairie  are  about  in  the 
same  proportion  as  in  Cokato,  adjoining  it  on  the 
north. 

The  early  history  of  this  town  iH  so  closely  iden- 
tified with  Cokato  as  to  require  little  detail  in  ad- 
dition to  the  written  history  of  that  town,  to 
which  the  reader  is  referred. 

The  present  organization  was  effected  in  1868, 
the  first  town  meeting  being  held  on  the  15th  of 


August,  when  the  following  officers  were  elected : 
Supervisors,  Henry  Bull,  Chairman,  Ole  H.  Holm- 
berg,  and  Andrew  Swanberg;  Clerk  and  Asses- 
sor, Carl  Carlson;  and  Treasurer,  Andrew  Alm- 
quist. 

The  first  settlors  were  Hugh  McNulty,  on  sec- 
tion three,  in  1856,  Mr.  Kincade,  in  1858,  and 
later,  the  Dustin  family.  The  first  Swede  settlers 
came  in  1862,  the  first  three  of  whom  were  Swan 
Swanson,  John  Brown,  and  Andrew  Johnson. 
About  four  years  later,  a large  Swede  emigration 
was  directed  to  this  town,  that  nationality  now 
being  the  leading  element  in  the  town.  Four 
good  schools  are  maintained  in  the  township,  the 
houses  being  situated  respectively  on  sections 
three,  seventeen,  twenty-four,  and  twenty-nine. 

The  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
Mooers  Prairie  is  the  exponent  of  the  religious 
element  of  the  town,  and  was  organized  July  6th, 
1866,  with  sixty -three  members,  which  number 
has  since  increased  to  about  four  hundred.  The 
first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  S.  Nilson,  whose  suc- 
cessor, Rev.  J.  G.  Lagerstrom,  was  the,  first  to 
settle  here.  His  successor  was  the  present  clergy- 
man, Rev.  P.  A.  Cederstam,  who  came  in  1874, 
and  is  elsewhere  mentioned.  A small  church  edi- 
fice was  erected  on  section  seventeen  in  1868,  and 
in  1871-72  a fine  parsonage  house  was  also  built. 
In  1876  the  old  church  was  supplanted  by  the 
present  substantial  edifice,  and  the  old  building 
purchased  by  the  school  district,  being  since  that 
time  devoted  to  school  purposes.  Cemetery  grounds 
adjoin  the  church  on  the  south,  making  with  the 
building  lots,  and  parsonage  grounds,  a tract  of 
forty  acres,  owned  by  the  society. 

The  products  of  Stockholm  for  1880,  as  gath- 
ered from  the  agricultural  report  of  that  year, 
were:  wheat,  55,710  bushels;  oats,  13,082  bushels; 
corn,  5,570  bushels;  barley,  30  bushels;  buck- 
wheat, 80  bushels;  potatoes,  1,521,  bushels;  sugar 
cane,  1,222  gallons;  wild  hay,  1,603  tons;  wool, 
2,450  pounds;  butter,  11,304  pounds;  and  honey, 
800  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Carl  Carlson,  a native  of  Sweden,  was  born 
on  the  11th  of  August,  1816.  He  held  several 
Government  oflices  in  his  native  country,  and  was 
at  one  time  collector  of  delinquent  taxes.  He  was 
church  chorister  for  sixteen  years,  and  came  to 
America  in  1851,  but  returned  to  the  old  country 
a year  and  a half  later.  In  1850,  he  again  came 
to  America,  bringing  his  family  and  locating  about 
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forty  miles  north  of  St.  Paul.  Came  to  Stock- 
holm in  1867,  and  located  on  his  present  farm  on 
section  twenty-one.  Mr.  Carlson  was  prominent 
among  the  organizers  of  this  town ; has  held  the 
otlice  of  Assessor,  was  the  first  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  terms,  lias 
been  Town  Clerk  since  its  organization,  llis  dwel- 
ling burned  in  the  summer  of  1881,  including 
nearly  everything  in  it;  the  town  records,  however, 
were  saved.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Kate  Bergman  in  April,  1838.  Of  ten- children 
born  to  them,  four  are  living;  Louisa,  Carrie, 
Charles,  and  Mary.  The  others  died  in  infancy. 

Amos  Chambers  is  a native  of  St.  Clair  county, 
Michigan,  born  on  the  ‘22d  of  August,  1834. 
Came  to  Blue  Earth  county,  Minnesota,  in  1852, 
but  soon  after,  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  about  two  years,  then  re- 
turned to  Minnesota  and  located  about  half  a 
mile  from  Cokato,  of  which  town  he  was  one  of 
the  organizers,  and  also  held  the  otlice  of  Super- 
visor for  several  terms.  During  the.  Indian 
troubles,  he  took  his  family  to  Greenwood  for 
safety,  and  in  July,  1803,  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
of  the  Second  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serv- 
ing till  July,  1805.  Was  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta, 
and  with  Sherman  on  his  “ March  to  the  Sea.” 
Came  to  Stockholm  township  in  1875,  and  has 
since  resided  on  a farm  on  section  three.  The 
first  marriage  in  the  town  of  Mooers  Prairie  was 
that  of  Mr.  Chambers  and  Miss  Clara  A.  Hoyt, 
adopted  daughter  of  J.  P.  Mooers.  Of  nine  chil- 
dren, the  result  of  this  union,  eight  are  living; 
ltichard  N.,  John  S.,  Sherman  T.,  Frances,  Elmer, 
Wilmot  F.,  Frank,  and  Marietta. 

liny.  Peter  A.  Oederstam,  a native  of  Sweden, 
was  born  on  the  19th  of  February,  1830.  Came 
to  America  in  1853,  and  after  living  in  New  York 
and  Illinois,  came  to  Minnesota  in  1855,  being  the 
first  Swedish  Lutheran  minister  in  the  State;  was 
located  at  Chisago  Lake,  Chisago  county,  and  also 
did  missionary  work  in  other  parts  of  the  State. 
After  going  to  St.  Peter  in  1858,  and  organizing 
a society,  he  returned  to  Illinois  in  18(52,  and. was 
obliged  to  suspend  labor  for  a year  on  account  of 
ill-health.  Came  again  to  Minnesota  in  lHfifi,  and 
the  following  year,  took  charge  of  the  society  at 
Vasa,  Goodhue  county,  remaining  till  1870,  after 
which  lie  traveled  as  a missionary  for  two  years, 
organizing  churches  in  Duluth  and  other  places. 
In  1872,  lie  located  at  Taylor’s  Falls,  and  two  years 
later,  in  Ibis  place.  Miss  Johann  Levean  became 


his  wife  in  1856,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at 
Galesburg,  Illinois.  They  have  had  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living;  Nathaniel  L.,  Georgiana 
S.,  Hulda  C.,  and  Esther  M. 


VICTOR. 

CHAPTER  CXXXVI. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  SETTLEMENT — ORGANIZATK  >N 

VILLAGE  HISTORY AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Victor  is  ono  of  the  extreme  southern  towns  in 
Wright  county,  and  formed  part  of  the  town  of 
Middleville  until  separated  as  hereafter  mentioned. 
Its  area  is  about  22,400  acres,  4,098  of  which  are 
under  cultivation.  The  name  was  adopted  at  the 
suggestion  of  M.  Fosket,  who  ollered  this  in  honor 
of  the  town  of  Victor,  in  Ontario  county,  New 
York. 

The  town  is  heavily  timbered,  and  has  a rich 
dark  soil,  beneath  which  is  a subsoil  of  clay. 

The  surface  is  gently  rolling,  trending  slightly 
to  the  northeast,  as  shown  by  the  direction  of  the 
principal  water  course,  Twelve  Mile  Creek,  which 
forms  the  outlet  to  Rice  lake,  in  the  town  of  Stock- 
holm, entering  this  town  from  the  west,  flowing  an 
easterly,  then  northeasterly  course  and  crossing 
the  east  line  at  the  extreme  northeast  corner.  It 
also  forms  the  outlet  of  Long  Lake,  and  Lakes 
Emma,  and  Ann,  flowing  through  the  latter.  The 
three  last  named  lie  east  of  the  center  of  the  town, 
as  do  also  Butler  Lake  and  Lake  Mary.  Farther 
north  is  Dutch  Lake,  whose  western  margin  forms 
part  of  the  corpoiato  bound  of  Howard  Lake  vil- 
lage. A few  other  bodies  of  moderate  size  give 
variety  to  the  more  western  portion  of  the  town, 
besides  which  Howard  Lake  encroaches  slightly 
from  the  north,  and  is  further  mentioned  in  con- 
nection with  the  village  bearing  that  name.  On 
the  south  bank  of  this  lake  the  first  cabin  was 
reared  in  the  fall  of  1855,  by  M.  V.  Cochran,  now 
a resident  of  Cokato,  and  noticed  in  the  history  of 
that  town.  Few  others  came  until  the  following 
year,  and  in  1857.  Among  those  who  came  thus 
early  were  Edwin  Brewster,  a native  of  Vermont, 
who  still  resides  on  his  original  claim  in  section 
fifteen.  A.  J.  Gardner,  deceased,  who  came  from 
New  York;  John  F.  Pearson,  a native  of  Ohio; 
Mark  Fosket,  of  Now  York,  A.  D.  Pinkerton,  and 
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others,  most  of  whom  are  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work.* 

The  present  town  organization  was  perfected  in 
18(50,  and  the  first  town  meeting  held  on* the  24th 
of  January  of  that  year,  at  the  residence  of  Mark 
Foskotut  which  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Supervisors,  A.  1).  Pinkerton, Chairman,  Jesse  Chris- 
topher and  Abner  Pearson;  Clerk,  George  McKin- 
ley; Treasurer,  J.  B.  Nelson. 

Village  of  Howard  Lake. — Though  the  pres- 
ent village  organization  is  of  comparatively  re- 
cent date,  it  is  by  no  means  the  first  demonstra- 
tion of  the  kind  having  this  spot  as  its  objective 
point.  Morgan  V.  Cochran  has  already  beeu 
mentioned  as  the  first  to  erect  a dwelling  on  this 
ground.  In  the  fall  of  1855,  he  came  here  in  the 
employ  of  a town  site  company,  having  been 
engaged  by  them  to  erect  a house  on  the  pres- 
ent site  of  the  village.  He  performed  the  re- 
quired labor,  and  then  looked  to  the  company  for 
the  promised  remuneration,  which,  however,  was 
never  received.  Being  thus  deserted,  the  company’s 
enthusiasm  having  died  out,  Mr.  Cochran,  the  fol- 
lowing spring,  1856,  took  out  pre-emption  papers 
on  the  tract  mentioned,  which  was  in  section  three, 
and  commenced  improvements  on  his  own  account. 
Lyuden,  which  was  to  have  been  the  name  of 
the  proposed  city,  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  old  town  site  house  afterward  became  the 
first  temple  of  learning,  and  within  its  rude  walls 
were  gathered  the  first  band  of  juvenile  students, 
in  the  winter  of  1858-59,  under  the  supervision 
and  instruction  of  Miss  Jane  P.  Gleason,  now 
Mrs.  M.  V.  Cochran.  Miss  Gleason  also  became 
the  first  bride  in  this  town,  her  marriage  with  Mr. 
Cochran  dating  May  9th,  1859.  Still  foremost  in 
all  good  works,  tliis  newly  wedded  couple  opened 
their  house  for  public  worship,  and  a few  months 
after  their  marriage,  the  first  religious  excercises  in 
the  place  were  held  at  their  residence  by  Rev. 
William  Baisley,  a Baptist  clergyman.  It  was 
not  long  until  the  beauty  of  the  location,  and  the 
fertility  of  the  soil  began  to  attract  settlers,  some  | 
of  whom,  peering  into  the  vista  of  the  future,  • 
saw  what  is  already  partially  realized  in  the  pres- 
ent growth  and  energy  of  tlm  village.  Perhaps, 
after  all,  no  one  is  entitled  to  special  credit  for 
founding  a village  here.  Nature  had  designed  it 
for  a comely  borough,  and  it  only  waited  the  ar- 
rival of  men  of  energy  to  perfect  the  plan.  In 
1869,  Mr.  Cochran  sold  his  land,  on  which  he  had 
made  considerable  improvments,  to  Charles  Good- 


sell,  who  occupied  it  as  a farm  until  completion  of 
the  railroad  to  this  point,  then,  in  the  spring  of 

1869,  platted  the  portion  of  the  present  site  then 
owned  by  him,  and  improvements  were  at  once 
commenced.  The  village;  takes  its  name  from  the 
beautiful  sheet  of  water,  on  the  south  of  which  it 
is  located,  and  which  tradition  informs  us  was 
named  by  the  first  surveyors  who  visited  this 
region,  in  honor  of  John  Howard,  the  English 
philanthropist.  Several  buildings  were  com- 
menced in  the  spring  of  1869,  and  pushed  to 
rapid  completion,  Jones  and  Algine  taking  the 
lead.  Their  building  was  the  Sherman  House, 
and  was  long  used  as  a hotel,  and  is  about  being 
re-opened  by  Richard  Knights,  former  proprietor 
of  the  leading  hotel  in  Buffalo,  the  Windsor  House. 
J.  M.  Markley  soon  had  a frame  building  fit  for 
occupancy,  in  which  he  opened  a general  store, 
and  during  the  summer  he  erected  a larger  build- 
ing for  mercantile  use.  George  Bay  ton  had  opened 
a stock  of  goods  in  a small  building  previous  to 
Mr.  Mackley’s.  John  A.  Johnson  began  the  erec- 
tion of  a lumber  and  grist  mill  about  the  same 
time.  Another  store  was  opened  soon  after  by 
J.  F.  Pearson,  and  the  village  made  rapid  strides 
in  general  development.  In  1879,  the  village  was 
incorporated,  and  its  citizens,  mostly  Americans, 
constitute  a strong  temperance  community,  and 
steadfastly  refuse  to  grant  license  for  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  drinks. 

The  People’s  Elevator  was  built  in  the  fall  and 
winter  of  1879,  by  Calvin  Mooers,  having  a ca- 
pacity of  20,000  bushels,  and  operated  by  a six 
horse-power  engine.  Mr.  D.  B.  Brown  bought  a 
half  interest  the  following  year,  since  which  time 
the  firm  name  is  Mooers  A Brown.  A new  elevator 
is  now  in  process  of  construction,  with  capacity  oT 
•10,000  bushels. 

A Post-ollice  was  established  in  1860,  and  A.  E. 
Cochran  appointed  Postmaster,  with  the  oilice  at 
his  residence  on  section  two.  In  1865,  he  sold  his 
farm  to  Joseph  Pearson,  who  also  became  his  suc- 
cessor in  the  oilice,  which  he  retained  till  January, 

1870,  when  it  was  moved  to  the  village,  and  J.  F. 
Pearson  appointed  Postmaster.  The  name  of  the 
oilice  was  originally  Middleville,  but  changed  to 
Howard  Lake  at  time  of  removal.  In  1877,  W.  L. 
McCollum  was  appointed  Postmaster,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  retains. 

Tn  1876,  a newspaper  was  started  by  Orlando  E. 
Hoag,  called  the  “Howard  Lake  Union.”  It  was 
| a live-column  quarto,  and  was  published  about  a 
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your,  then  suspended.  On  the  12th  of  Juno,  1877, 
Frank  Hatchett,  having  purchased  the  “ Union” 
outfit,  commenced  the  publication  of  a paper  bear- 
ing the  same  name,  reducing  the  size  to  a live-col- 
umn folio,  afterward  changing  to  its  former  size, 
and  changing  the  name  to  the  “ People’s  Advocate,” 
soon  after  which  ho  sold  to  Alley  & Smith,  and 
they,  in  February,  1879,  to  J.  E.  Warren,  from 
whom  it  was  purchased  by  the  present  proprietor, 
H.  Tanner,  in  October  of  that  year.  While  in  Mr. 
Warren’s  hands  it  was  changed  to  a six-column 
folio,  and  by  Mr.  Tanner  to  a seven-column  folio, 
which  is  its  present  size. 

Two  stave  factories  have  been  built  at  this  place 
1 >y  G.  W.  Thompson,  both  of  which  were  destroyed 
by  fire  after  a brief  existence. 

In  1878,  the  Jones  House,  a commodious  and 
well  arranged  hotel,  was  built  by  H.  E.  Jones,  who 
still  owns  and  controls  it. 

The  lumber  and  flouring  mills  built  by  John  A. 
Johnson,  already  mentioned,  contributed  much  to 
the  growth  of  the  village.  In  1874,  Mr.  Johnson 
took  G.  W.  Thompson  as  partner,  the  new  firm 
adding  the  manufacture  of  barrel  stock.  Mr. 
Draper  was  admitted  to  partnership,  the  firm  name 
being  Johnson,  Thompson  & Draper.  In  1876, 
Mr.  Draper  retired  from  the  firm,  and  in  1878,  Mr. 
Johnson  leased  his  partner’s  share  and  prosecuted 
the  business  alone,  afterwards  purchasing  his  share, 
and  now  owns  and  operates  it  alone,  having  recently 
made  material  alterations  and  improvements. 

CnunoiiES.  — The  Presbyterian  Church  was 
organized  in  1875,  with  eight  members,  holding 
their  meetings  in  the  Methodist  church  until  the 
erection  of  their  own  edifice  in  1879,  which  was 
dedicated  on  the  28t,h  of  December  of  that  year. 
Kev.  ,1.  W.  Dickey,  the  first  stated  pastor,  is  still  in 
charge  of  the  society,  which  now  numbers  about 
sixty-two. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized 
in  1867,  and  Rev.  W.  H.  Sherman  assigned  to  this 
charge.  Services  were  held  at  the  house  of  Joseph 
Pearson,  in  section  two,  until  the  village  commenced 
its  growth,  then  the  schoolhouse  became  their  place 
of  worship,  and  after  a time  the  building  was 
purchased  by  the  society  and  fitted  up  for  a 
church,  which  they  still  use.  Rev.  William  Brown 
is  their  present  pastor.  Previous  to  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  society,  Methodist  preaching  was  fur- 
nished by  the  Conference  as  early  as  1866,  when 
Rev.  A.  H.  Abbott  was  assigned  to  this,  with 


other  points,  holding  occasional  meetings  at  Lake 
Mary. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
ized as  a mission  in  the  spring  of  1876,  by  Rev. 

D.  B.  Knickorbaeker,  of  Minneapolis,  who  held 
service  here  in  1875.  The  organization  was 
known  as  All  Saints  Mission,  and  Johnson’s  Hall 
was  secured  as  their  place  of  worship.  J.  A. 
Johnson  was  chosen  Warden;  J.  E.  Warren,  Sec- 
retary; and  Joseph  Robinson,  Treasurer.  In  1880, 
they  were  offered,  and  accepted  the  use  of  the 
Methodist  church,  where  their  meetings  were  held 
monthly  by  Rev.  D.  B.  Knickerbaeker,  or  his 
Curate,  until  the  consecration  of  their  new  church 
in  August,  1881. 

The  Christian  Church  was  organized  in  July, 
1874,  by  Rev.  J.  C.  McReynolds,  State  Evangelist, 
with  eleven  members.  Their  meetings  were  held 
at  the  school  house  until  the  completion  of  their 
church  in  1875.  The  present  membership  is 
about  seventy-five,  and  service  is  conducted  by  C. 

E.  Carter  when  no  regular  clergyman  is  present. 

A Quaker  society  was  organized  in  1870,  meet- 
ings having  previously  been  held  at  private 
houses,  and  afterward  in  the  old  school  house, 
until  1871,  when  their  present  house  of  worship 
was  erected.  Service  has  been  conducted  most  of 
the  time  by  Daniel  McPherson.  The  present 
membership  is  about  eighty. 

The  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  is  a 
flourishing  society,  with  a good  church  edifice,  a 
large  membership,  and  is  now  in  charge  of  Rev. 

F.  H.  Kolbe, 

A Masonic  Lodge  was  organized  in  I860,  with 
about  thirteen  charter  members,  and  the  following 
oilicers:  N.  C.  Rickerson,  W.  M. ; K.  Wakefield,  S. 
W. ; Frank  Lafort,  J.  W.;  Charles  Goodsell,  Treas.; 
John  A.  Johnson,  Sec.;  C.  W.  Rickerson, 
S.  D.;  J.  M.  Markley,  J.  1).;  T.  Bluek,  Tyler. 
Lodge  meetings  were  held  in  Markley’s  Hall  until 
1879,  when  a hall  was  leased  over  the  store  of 
Smith  Brothers  k Co.,  where  they  have  fitted  up 
an  elegant  Lodge  room,  and  regular  commu- 
nications are  held  on  the  second  and  fourth 
Saturday  evenings  of  each  month.  The  present 
numerical  strength  of  the  Lodge  is  about  sixty. 

Howard  Lake  Grange  was  organized  in  1873, 
meeting  for  a few  months  at  the  residences  of 
members  of  the  order,  afterward  securing  a hall  in 
the  village.  Meetings  are  now  held,  at  irregular 
intervals,  at  the  residence  of  E.  Brewster,  section 
fifteen. 
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The  village  of  Howard  Lake  was  incorporated 
in  1878,  and  held  an  election  on  the  29tli  of  Au- 
gust of  that  year,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the 
following  officers:  President,  C.  E.  Carter; 

Trustees,  Charles  Goodsell,  Jonathan  Smith,  and 
John  E.  Pearson;  Treasurer,  H.  E.  Jones;  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  F.  E.  Latham;  Recorder,  Eugene 
Johnston;  Constable,  C.  W.  Fogle. 

An  Independent  School  District  was  organized, 
and  a building  erected  about  1870,  which  was  re- 
placed by  the  present  elegant  structure  in  1875. 
The  new  building  has  four  rooms,  and  three  de- 
partments are  maintained.  Five  common  school 
districts  arc  organized  in  the  town,  where  the 
usual  summer  and  winter  terms  are  held. 

We  gather  from  the  agricultural  report  of  1880, 
the  following  as  the  products  of  Victor  for  that 
year:  wheat,  49,201  bushels;  oats,  18,838  bushels; 
corn,  25,725  bushels;  barley,  3,208  bushels;  rye, 
66  bushels;  potatoes,  6,312  bushels;  beans,  37 
bushels;  sugar-cane,  5,373  gallons;  cultivated  hay, 
276  tons;  wild  hay,  1,281  tons;  tobacco,  392 
pounds;  wool,  2,708  pounds;  butter,  27,825 
pounds;  and  honey,  318  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Michael  Aritt,  a native  of  Alleghany  county, 
Virginia,  was  born  on  the  14tli  of  August,  1825. 
His  father  died  when  our  subject  was  but  twelve 
years  of  age,  and  he  resided  on  a farm  with  his 
mother  till  1846,  after  which,  until  October,  1874, 
he  was  farming  for  himself  in  the  same  county. 
In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  this  place,  which 
has  since  been  his  home.  Mr.  Aritt  has  been 
twice  married;  lirst  to  Eleanora  Rayhill,  on  the 
22d  of  January,  1846.  She  died  in  1871,  leaving 
eight  children.  His  present  wife’s  maiden  name 
was  Osea  Dew,  the  marriage  taking  plane  on  the 
19th  of  December,  1873.  She  has  borne  him  three 
children. 

Amos  C.  Bronson  was  born  in  Cayuga  county, 
Now  York,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1818.  He  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Wyoming  county  in  1832,  and 
in  1837,  to  Alleghany  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  wagons.  Went  to 
California  in  1869,  and  was  employed  by  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  upholster  their 
passenger  coaches.  He  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
his  present  farm  in  1872,  and  has  since  devoted 
the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  farming.  Mr. 
Bronson’s  lirst  wife  was  Laura  S.  Blakely,  to 
whom  ho  was  married  in  1838.  She  died  on  the 


29th  of  January,  1852.  His  present  wife  was  Lu- 
cinda P.  Taylor,  a native  of  New  Hampshire,  the 
ceremony  taking  place  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1853. 

Edwin  Brewster,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Cambridge,  Lamoille  county, 
Vermont,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1833.  When  he 
was  young,  his  parents  moved  to  Huron  county, 
Ohio,  where  he  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  commenced  work- 
ing at  the  millwright’s  trade  in  Vermont,  then 
New  York  and  Canada,  and  in  1856,  came  to  Min- 
nesota, locating  a farm  in  Hutchinson,  McLeod 
county,  and  that  winter  assisted  in  surveying  a 
road  from  the  latter  place  to  Watertown,  it  being 
the  first  opening  in  this  portion  of  the  county. 
In  May,  1857,  he  took  a claim  in  section  fifteen, 
Victor  township,  and  the  following  autumn, 
brought  his  family  to  their  new  home.  During 
the  Indian  outbreak,  Mr.  Brewster  served  three 
years  in  Hatch’s  Battalion.  Since  his  resi- 
dence in  this  place,  he  has  filled  nearly  all  the 
town  offices,  and  for  the  past  few  years,  has  been 
engaged  in  running  a portable  saw  mill  and  steam 
thresher.  Was  married  on  the  25th  of  May,  1854, 
to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Freeman.  They  have  had  four 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

Smith  Benhah,  a direct  descendant  of  the  Pil- 
grim Fathers,  was  born  on  the  19th  of  July,  1831, 
in  Chittenden  county,  Vermont.  He  learned  the 
harness  maker’s  trade  when  quite  young,  at  which 
he  worked,  in  connection  with  farming,  until  com- 
ing to  Minnesota  in  1858.  He  devoted  his  time 
to  stock-raising  and  farming  in  Houston  county, 
till  1864,  when  he  moved  to  Nicollet  county,  and 
engaged  in  farming  about  four  miles  from  Fort 
Ridgely.  He  came  to  his  present  farm  in  1876. 
Was  married  to  Hannah  Allen  on  the  20tli  of  Oc- 
tober, 1853.  They  have  had  eight  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living. 

D.  P.  Brown  was  born  in  Kalamazoo  county, 
Michigan,  on  the  16tli  of  October,  1849.  He  at- 
tended school  at  Ypsilanti  and  Ann  Arbor,  and 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  1877,  when  ho 
engaged  in  the  cattle  business  in  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory, where  he  remained  for  two  years,  meeting 
with  good  success.  Then  he  came  to  Howard 
Lake,  Minnesota,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
trade  for  a short  time,  when  he  purchased  a half 
interest  in  the  People's  Elevator,  and  in  connec- 
tion with  it,  conducts  a general  lumber  business, 

I the  firm  name  being  Mooers  and  Brown,  lie 
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was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Isabel  Sawyer, 
a native  of  Michigan,  cm  the  ‘20th  of  October, 
1872. 

C.  N.  Bliss,  a native  of  Yorkville,  Kalamazoo 
county,  Michigan,  was  born  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1858.  lie  lived  with  his  parents  at  Battle  Creek 
and  Ionia,  Michigan,  till  live  years  of  age,  then 
wont  to  live  with  his  grandfather,  which  was  his 
home  till  1877,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota.  He 
located  in  the  village  of  Howard  Lake,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business.  Mrs.  Bliss  con- 
ducts a Millinery  store,  the  firm  being  Bliss  and 
Fonda.  Mr.  Bliss  was  married  to  Miss  A.  Cronk, 
on  the  13th  of  January,  1877.  They  have  one 
son,  George  M. 

F.  M.  Ball  was  born  hi  Pickaway,  Ohio,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1839.  When  he  was  nine  years  of 
ago,  moved  to  New  Albany,  Indiana,  where  he  at- 
tended school  and  studied  medicine  with  Dr. 
Moore.  He  then  attended  the  Marion  County 
Medical  School  in  Kentucky,  for  three  years.  In 
18(51,  responded  to  the  call  for  75,000  men  to  sup- 
press the  Rebellious  South.  After  spending  some 
time  in  the  army  and  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  came 
to  Minnesota,  in  18(54,  teaching  school  in  Jordan, 
Scott  county,  for  two  years.  Then  practiced  med- 
icine and  kept  a drug  store  in  Carver  county  for 
about  five  years,  thence  to  Cokato,  Wright  county, 
and  thence  to  Howard  Lake  in  1880,  where  he  still 
resides  in  the  practico  of  his  profession.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Hardy,  on 
the  20th  of  September,  1802.  They  have  five, 
children. 

Thomas  R.  Briggs,  a native  of  Kent  county, 
Rhode  Island,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  December, 
1820.  At  the  age  of  twelve,  went  to  live  with  an 
uncle  in  Otsego  county,  New  York.  At  the  age  of 
sixteen,  began  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  oT  three 
years  at  the  carpenter  trade,  at  Fall  River,  Massa- 
chusetts, and  soon  after  the  three  years  had  ex- 
pired, began  to  clerk  in  a store  in  the  same  place. 
In  1855,  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  during 
the  same  year  located  in  what  was  then  called  the 
t ho  village  of  Columbus,  now  in  Anoka  county. 
The  following  year  he  moved  to  Greenwood, 
Hennepin  county,  where  he  opened  a store  and 
was  proprietor  of  the  “Beaver  House.”  The 
financial  depression  of  1857,  caused  him  to  close 
out  his  business,  after  which  he  made  Minne- 
apolis his  home  till  18(10,  when  he  returned  to 
I lock  ford,  and  was  engaged  at  his  trade  and  studied 
law  till  18(13.  lie  enlisted  in  llatoh’s  Independ- 


ent Battalion,  Company  B,  in  18(53,  serving  on  the 
frontier  till  18GG.  Then  returned  to  his  home  in 
Rockford,  and  in  18(17,  was  elected  County  Attor- 
ney for  two  years.  In  1870,  moved  to  Litchfield, 
Meeker  county,  and  in  1.872,  came  to  his  present 
home.  Was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1873,  since 
which  time  he  has  given  his  attention  to  the  prac- 
tice of  law.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sarah  Devoll,  on  the  15th  of  September,  1853. 
They  have  had  four  children,  but  one  of  whom  is 
living. 

J.  M.  Bishop,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Morgan  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  20tli  of  November,  1852.  When  about 
thirteen  years  of  age,  the  family  moved  to  High- 
land county,  where  he  attended  school,  and  studied 
medicine  under  Dr.  J.  F.  Bower,  after  which  he  at- 
tended the  Miami  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  graduating  in  the  class  of  1874.  The  same 
fall  he  visited  Minnesota,  and  returning,  spent  sev- 
eral months  with  Dr.  W.  H.  Reeves,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio.  Then  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  located 
in  the  village  of  Howard  Lake  in  187(5,  and  since 
that  date  has  given  his  attention  to  the  practice  of 
medicine.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Nettie  A. 
Scholar,  on  the  28th  of  June,  1880. 

J.  M.  Cokey  was  born  in  Hartford,  Windsor 
county,  Vermont.  His  parents  died  when  he  was 
young,  and  he  made  his  home  in  the  county  till 
about  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Then,  after  living 
in  New  Hampshire  and  New  York,  he  returned  to 
his  native  State,  remaining  till  1855.  In  the  latter 
year  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in  Maple 
Grove  township,  Hennepin  county.  Since  18(57, 
he  has  been  a resident  of  this  place,  his  farm  being 
located  on  section  twenty.  On  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber, 1845,  Miss  Hannah  M.  Crown  became  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Corey.  Of  ten  children,  the  result  of  this 
union,  eight  are  living.  Two  died  while  tlreir  resi- 
denee  was  in  Maple  Grove. 

Nathaniel  Chaffins  was  born  on  the  1st  of 
April,  183G,  in  Wayne  county,  West  Virginia.  He 
made  his  home  with  his  parents  till  1854,  when  he 
commenced  working  on  neighboring  farms.  On 
the  l()th  of  August,  18G1,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  of  the  Fifth  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  serv- 
ing till  the  9th  of  October,  18G2,  when  he  was  dis- 
charged for  disabilities  contracted  in  service.  On 
returning  to  his  farm  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
confined  in  the  Richmond  prison  for  about  four 
months;  then  was  exchanged,  and  in  18G5,  came 
to  M innesota,  and  to  his  present  farm  on  section 
thirty-two,  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year.  Was 
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united  in  marriage  with  Polly  C.  Sumners  on  the 
30tli  of  April,  1853.  They  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living. 

E.  Y.  Chilton,  INI.  D.,  a native  of  Cumberland 
county,  Kentucky,  was  born  on  the  25th  of  Au- 
gust, 181!).  At.  the  ago  of  thirteen,  moved  with 
his  parents  to  Indiana,  whore  he  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools,  and  subsequently,  the  Bedford  Acad- 
emy. In  1870,  returned  to  Kentucky,  and  imme- 
diately commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his 
brother,  Dr.  B.  H.  Chilton,  and  attended  the 
Miami  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati,  graduating 
in  1874.  He  practiced  in  Kentucky  until  1880, 
when  he  came  to  Howard  Lake,  and  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  J.  W.  Bishop.  He  was 
joined  in  marriage  with  Miss  Laura  Huddleston 
on  the  24th  of  December,  1875.  They  have  one 
boy  living,  named  Leo. 

E.  J.  Cutts,  a native  of  Kennebec  county, 
Maine,  was  born  on  the  17th  of  August,  1844. 
His  father,  AVilliam  Cutts,  was  a sea  captain,  and 
the  family  moved  to  New  York  City  about  1853, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  the  subject  of  our 
sketch  commenced  to  clerk  in  a store  in  that  city. 
In  18G2,  ho  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-second  New 
York  Militia,  serving  in  New  York  and  Virginia. 
In  18G9,  visited  the  West  Indies  for.  liis  health, 
and  after  returning,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  lived 
in  Minneapolis  and  vicinity  for  four  or  five  years. 
Tn  1874,  opened  a dry  goods  store  at  Buffalo, 
AVright  county,  and  in  1877,  came  to  Howard 
Lake  and  opened  a general  store,  where  he  may 
be  found  in  the  same  business.  In  187G,  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and  re-elected 
in  1880.  He  married  Miss  Jennie  M.  Oakley  on 
the  8th  of  May,  18G3.  They  have  two  children. 

C._E,  Cautiou,  a native  of  Clinton  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  5th  of  March,  1815.  lie  lived 
with  his  father  on  a farm  till  1837,  when  he  com- 
menced to  farm  for  himself,  and  continued  the 
same  in  different  parts  of  the  county  till  1840, 
when  he  engaged  in  a general  store  in  Sligo,  in 
the  same  county,  which  lie  continued  for  several 
years.  In  1855,  he  resumed  farming,  giving  it 
his  entire  attention  till  18G4,  when  he  moved  to 
Martinsville,  where  lie  resided  till  1874,  then  came 
to  Minnesota  and  located  at  Howard  Lake.  He 
deals  in  real  estate,  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  Christian  Church  of  this  place.  Mr.  Carter 
has  been  thrice  married,  and  is  now  a widower. 

Rev.  J.  W.  Diokey  was  born  hi  Janesville,  Ohio, 
on  the  10th  of  November,  1811.  When  he  was  a 


boy,  the  family  removed  to  Chester  county,  Penn- 
sylvania. He  early  evinced  a fondness  for  study, 
and  having  made  a choice  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion, was  licensed  to  preach,  by  the  Second  Pres- 
bytery of  Philadelphia,  and  located  in  Crawford 
county.  He  was  soon  after  ordained  by  the  Pres- 
bytery of  Erie,  and  after  being  located  at  Mans- 
field, Ohio,  for  four  years,  went  to  Venango,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  thence  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  in 
1876,  came  to  Howard  Lake,  where  he  was  the 
first  Presbyterian  minister.  He  was  married  on 
the  19th  of  October,  1847,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  I. 
Eaton,  daughter  of  Rev.  Johnston  Eaton,  of  Erie, 
Pennsylvania.  They  have  three  children.  One 
son  is  residing  in  Payette  county,  Iowa;  the  only 
daughter  is  now  Mrs.  E.  B.  Shaw,  of  West  Union, 
Iowa,  and  Hugh  M.  resides  at  home. 

Maiik  Fosket,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
section,  was  born  in  Newark,  Wayne  county,  New 
York,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1832.  AVhen  lie  was 
an  infant,  his  parents  moved  to  what  is  now  Gene- 
see county,  where  our  subject  resided  till  1854. 
Then,  after  living  in  Michigan  two  years  and  vis- 
iting his  native  State,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  ar- 
riving at  Lake  Mary,  ATctor  township,  on  the  4th 
of  May,  1857.  He  first  took  a claim  in  the  pres- 
ent town  of  Woodland,  then,  after  two  years,  came 
to  his  present  farm,  remaining  till  18G8.  He  then 
returned  to  New  York,  and  spent  nine  years  in 
that  State  and  Michigan,  after  which  lie  came 
again  to  his  farm  in  this  township,  and  has  since 
made  it  his  home.  Mr.  Fosket  is  a man  well 
posted  on  general  topics,  and  seems  calculated  for 
frontier  life.  His  fellow-citizens  appreciate  him, 
having  elected  him  to  several  local  oilices,  and  at 
present  is  Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors. 
Miss  Mary  E.  Taylor  became  his  wife  on  the  1st 
of  October,  187G.  They  have  three  children. 

W.  C.  Fonda  was  born  at  Battle  Creek,  Michi- 
gan, on  the  2Uth  of  October,  1850.  lie  worked 
with  his  father  on  a farm  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  when  he  commenced  learning  the  harness 
making  trade,  which  business  and  farming  occu- 
pied his  attention  till  1878,  when  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota. He  opened  a harness  shop  in  the  village 
of  Howard  Lake,  and  remains  in  the  trade.  His 
wife  is  a partner  in  the  millinery  firm  of  Bliss  & 
Fonda.  Mr.  Fonda  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Frances  Crunk,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1870. 

Wallace  Goodsell,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the 
township,  was  born  in  Macoupin  county,  Illinois, 
on  the  14tli  of  September,  1850.  When  he  was  a 
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boy  of  twelve  years,  tlie  family  moved  to  Inde- 
pendence, Hennepin  county,  Minnesota,  living  on 
a farm  till  the  spring  of  18(55,  when  they  moved 
to  the  present  site  of  Howard  Lake,  and  farmed 
till  18(59,  when  his  father  laid  out  the  village. 
Alter  this  Mr.  Goodsell  commenced  clerking,  and 
in  1875,  opened  a general  store  in  the  village,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  most  enterprising  business 
men  of  the  jdace  since  that  time.  He  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Liah  M.  Barnett,  on  the 
12tli  of  October,  1875.  They  have  two  children. 

H.  H.  Hounsom  was  born  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich- 
igan, on  the  18th  of  April,  183G.  When  a small 
boy  the  family  moved  to  Nauvoo,  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  and  in  1851  to  Mount  Morris,  Illinois, 
where  Mr.  Hounsom  learned  the  printing  business, 
and  continued  it  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion. He  enlisted  in  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-second  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving 
for  about  one  year.  Then  was  engaged  in  a 
printing  office  in  northeastern  Missouri,  until 
1873,  when  ill  health  compelled  him  to  move  to 
Minnesota.  He  opened  a notion  store  at  Howard 
Lake,  and  did  job  printing  on  a foot  press,  con- 
tinuing the  same  to  this  date.  He  married  Miss 
Ambrosia  Head  in  18G8.  They  have  one  child, 
Cora. 

E.  B.  Hyatt  was  born  near  Indianapolis,  Indi- 
ana, on  the  24th  of  June,  1839.  The  family 
moved  to  Minnesota  in  185(5,  and  located  near  the 
line  between  Isanti  and  Anoka  counties,  but  in 
the  former.  The  family  was  among  the  first  Qua- 
ker families  to  locate  in  the  Quaker  settlement. 
Mr.  Hyatt  lived  with  his  father  till  1859,  when  he 
went  to  Richmond,  Indiana,  learned  the  carpenter 
trade  and  followed  the  business  till  18(57,  when  he 
came  lo  Wright  county,  Minnesota,  and  took  a 
claim  in  TNI iddleville  township,  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  town,  working  on  his  claim  and  at 
his  trade  till  1872.  Then  spent  some  time  in  Min- 
neapolis, before  permanently  locating  at  Howard 
Lake,  since  which  time  lie  has  given  his  attention  to 
contracting  and  building.  He  still  holds  to  the 
Quaker  faith,  and  has  always  taken  a deep  interest 
in  the  church.  He  was  joined  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Eunice  Teas,  on  the  27th  of  November,  18G1, 
who  died  on  the  2Gth  of  December,  1875.  They 
had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

C.  T.  Hakius  was  born  in  Saratoga  county,  New 
York,  on  the  10th  of  September,  1852.  While 
young,  his  parents  moved  to  Walworth  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  lie  attended  the  public  schools 


of  the  place.  In  18G8,  the  family  moved  to  Ann 
Arbor,  where  ho  attended  the  University  of  Michi- 
gan, and  graduated  in  the  classical  course  in  1875. 
Then  he  became  Superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  at  Monroe,  Michigan,  for  live  years.  Tn 
1880,  came  to  Howard  Lake,  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile pursuits. 

J.  H.  Hobson,  a native  of  Jefferson  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  lltli  of  October,  1838. 
When  young,  he  moved  with  his  father  to  Wash- 
ington county,  and  in  18G4,  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business,  remaining  in  the  State  till  coming 
to  Minnesota  in  187G.  He  came  to  Howard  Lake 
and  purchased  the  hardware  store  of  J.  Smith, 
which  he  sold  in  a few  years,  and  in  company  with 
Mr.  Barker  opened  a general  mercantile  store  in 
the  spring  of  1880.  The  following  spring,  Mr. 
Ball  entered  as  a partner,  the  firm  name  now  being 
Parker,  Hobson,  and  Ball.  They  also  opened,  in 
an  adjoining  building,  a stock  of  hardware,  which 
they  still  continue,  doing  a fine  business.  Mr. 
Hobson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lydia 
M.  Bruce,  on  the  4th  of  April,  18(54.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  one  daughter,  Flora  A. 

Wesley  Huddle,  a native  of  Highland  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  May,  1835.  When 
about  seventeen  years  of  age,  he  removed  with  his 
parents  to  Indiana  and  devoted  his  time  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  Came  to  Wright  county  in 
April,  18G4,  and  the  following  June,  moved  to  a 
farm  near  Waverly,  remaining  one  year.  Since 
18(55,  Mr.  Huddle  has  been  a resident  of  this  place, 
his  farm  being  situated  on  section  twenty.  Was 
married  on  the  20th  of  October,  18G0,  to  Miss 
Mary  II.  Evans,  of  Ohio.  She  has  borne  him 
eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living. 

David  Ikons  is  a native  of  Lincoln  county, 
Ohio,  his  birth  dating  the  lGtliof  April,  1831.  He 
remained  in  the  State  until  coining  to  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin,  in  1847.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  1854, 
and  found  employment  in  Albert  Lea  for  two  years, 
then  engaged  in  farming  in  Blue  Earth  county, 
and  finally,  in  18G2,  located  his  present  farm; 
Married  Miss  Betsy  L.  Stilsou  on  the  24th  of  De- 
cember, 1859.  They  have  had  ten  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  living. 

H.  E.  Jones,  a prominent  old  settler  of  the  vil- 
lage, was  born  in  Fulton  county,  New  York,  liis 
father,  Ephraim  Jones,  was  engaged  in  manufac- 
turing pursuits,  in  which  his  son  participated  till 
about  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  1845,  Mr.  Jones 
visited  Michigan,  where  he  engaged  in  agricultu- 
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ml  pursuits.  In  1850,  moved  to  Neenali,  Wiscon- 
sin, where  lie  engaged  in  the  merchandise  trade 
for  one  year,  then  moved  to  Pennsylvania,  and  en- 
gaged in  the  same  business  for  three  years,  when 
lie  returned  to  Michigan  and  lived  till  1801.  Then 
camo  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  for  four  years 
traveled  in  that  State,  and  employed  his  time  in 
various  occupations.  In  1805,  located  on  afarm  in 
Woodland,  Wright  county;  then,  in  1869,  when 
the  village  of  Howard  Lake  was  laid  out,  moved 
to  this  place  and  erected  the  first  frame  building, 
known  as  the  “Sherman  House.”  In  1871,  he 
started  a general  store,  and  was  one  of  the  active 
business  men  of  the  town.  In  1879,  he  opened 
the  “Jones  House,”  since  which  time  he  has  closed 
out  his  other  business  and  given  his  attention  to 
the  hotel.  In  1877,  was  elected  County  Commis- 
sioner and  held  the  ollice  for  three  years. 

John  A.  Johnson,  a native  of  Leicester,  Eng- 
land, was  bom  on  the  1st  of  February,  1834. 
When  young,  served  an  apprenticeship  of  six  and 
a half  years  at  the  plumber  and  coppersmith  trade 
in  his  native  city.  Then  spent  some  years  in  va- 
rious places  iu  Europe,  working  at  his  trade  until 
1854,  when  he  emigrated  to  America.  He  located 
in  Lexington,  Michigan,  and  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building.  The  following  year  he  moved 
to  Canada,  and  in  1857,  came  to  Minnesota,  stop- 
ping one  year  in  St.  Paul  and  Minneapolis.  Then 
went  to  Watertown,  Carver  county,  and  engaged 
in  the  milling  business  until  1809.  As  soon  as 
Howard  Lake  was  platted,  he  moved  here  and 
erected  a flouring  and  saw  mill,  it  being  the  third 
frame  building  in  the  place,  which  he  continues  to 
operate.  He  also  has  an  interest  in  a mill  at  De- 
Gratf,  Swift  county,  which  was  built  in  1879.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Catharine  A.  Stoltz  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1805.  They  have  six  children. 

I'.  H.  Kot.iih,  pastor  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  was  born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  the  27th 
of  August,  1841.  He  attended  the  schools  at 
Leipsie,  and  in  1800,  enlisted  in  the  German  army, 
served  two  years  and  came  to  America.  He  en- 
tered a college  at  St.  Conis,  Missouri,  at  whiclj  lie 
graduated  in  1871.  Then,  came  to  Minnesota  and 
took  charge  of  a church  at  Green  Isle,  Sibley 
county.  Since  1879,  la1  has  been  a resident  of 
Howard  Lake  and  pastor  of  the  church  as  above 
mentioned.  Mrs.  Kolbo’s  maiden  name  was  Agnes 
Klenkenborg.  _ She  has  borne  him  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living. 

Riciiaud  Knights,  proprietor  of  the  Sherman 


House,  was  born  near  Sherbroke,  Canada,  on  the 
5tli  of  March,  1830.  In  1871,  he  moved  to  the 
United  States,  and  was  a resident  of  New  Hamp- 
shire for  six  months,  then  to  Minnesota,  living  in 
Rockford,  Wright  county,  till  March,  1873;  thence 
to  Minneapolis,  and  two  years  later,  to  Riillalo, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
staves,  etc.  In  November,  1877,  he  opened  a hotel 
in  which  he  did  a good  business,  and  was  a very 
popular  landlord.  In  June,  1881,  purchased  this 
hotel,  which  he  remodeled  and  opened  ift  the  fall 
of  the  same  year.  On  the  25th  of  February, 
1852,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary 
E.  Wigget,  who  was  born  in  England,  but  came 
to  America  in  early  childhood.  They  have  had 
eight  children;  Ada,  Ann  E.,  Mary,  (now  Mrs. 
Bryant,  living  in  Monticello)  Austin,  Madaline, 
Isabel,  Herbert,  and  Hattie.  On  the  8th  of  July, 
1881,  Herbert  was  thrown  from  a horse  and  sus- 
tained injuries  from  which  he  died  on  the  19tli  of 
July,  being  unconscious  from  the  time  of  the 
injury. 

HatjVohd  Lakson  is  a native  of  Sweden,  born 
on  the  28th  of  October,  1840.  He  engaged  in 
various  occupations  in  his  native  country  until 
coming  to  America  in  1809,  after  which  he  was 
employed  on  the  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Mani- 
toba railroad,  then  on  the  Northern  Paeitic  rail- 
road until  1875,  when  he  located  on  a farm  in  this 
place,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1872,  he  was  married  to  Christiana  Peterson, 
who  has  borne  him  three  children. 

J.  Chaig  Long  was  born  in  Donegal  county, 
Ireland,  on  the  19th  of  December,  1847.  When 
an  infant,  the  family  emigrated  to  America,  locat- 
ing in  New  York  City  for  one  year.  In  1850,  they 
moved  to  Freeport,  Illinois.  His  father  was  a 
merchant,  and  his  son  assisted  him  in  tin1  store 
until  twenty-one  years  old.  Soon  after  attaining 
his  majority,  went  to  Maquoketa,  Iowa,  and 
opened  a dry  goods  store,  which  he  controlled  for 
five  years,  then  moved  to  Independence,  where  he 
continued  in  the  same  business  for  some  years. 
In  1879,  came  to  his  present  home  in  Howard 
Lake,  and  immediately  identified  himself  with  the 
place  by  opening  a drug  store,  in  which  business 
he  still  continues. 

J.  W.  Mokgan,  a native  of  Concord,  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  born  on  the  9th  of  November,  1857. 
He  came  to  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  with  his  parents 
in  1808,  where  he  attended  school  and  graduated 
in  the  “Pharmacy  Department,”  in  1870.  The 
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following  year,  located  with  his  parents  at  Three 
llivers,  Michigan,  and  after  three  years  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  soon  after  located  at  Howard  Lake, 
engaging  in  business  with  0.  '1'.  Harris,  under  the 
linn  name  of  Harris  and  Morgan,  which  he  still 
continues.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Jessie  P.  Wheeler,  of  Three  llivers,  Michigan,  on 
the  25th  of  May,  1880. 

William  L.  McCollum  was  born  in  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1814.  He 
lived  with  his  parents  until  he  responded  to  the 
call  for  75,000  men  for  three  months,  in  18G1.  In 
1802,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  soon  after,  enlisted 
in  the  First  Minnesota  Mounted  Hangers,  in  Com- 
pany F,  serving  thirteen  months,  and  on  his  re- 
turn enlisted  in  Brackett’s  Battalion,  fighting  the 
Indians  on  the  plains;  was  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice in  May,  1860.  Then  located  in  Scott  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  lived  till  1874,  when  he 
moved  to  Watertown,  Carver  county,  and  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  for  eighteen  months.  In 
1870,  came  to  Howard  Lake  and  opened  a drug 
store,  which  lie  still  continues.  He  was  appointed 
Postmaster  in  1877,  which  olliee  he  still  holds. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah 
Freer  on  the  1st  of  January,  1808.  They  have 
had  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 

Louis  Olson  was  born  in  Christiana,  Norway, 
on  the  14th  of  November,  1843.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen,  learned  the  tailor  trade,  following  that 
occupation  till  1809,  when  ho  emigrated  to  the 
United  States.  After  working  at  his  trade  for  a 
year  and  a half  in  Minneapolis,  opened  a mer- 
chant tailoring  establishment  in  St.  Paul,  which 
he  conducted  till  1881,  when  he  moved  to  Howard 
Lake,  where  he  now  resides. 

James  IS.  Nelson  dates  his  birth  in  Greenup 
county,  Kentucky,  on  the  Dili  of  February,  1840. 
lie  was  apprenticed  to  a shoemaker  whim  quite 
young,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  eighteen 
years  of  ago,  when  he  came  to  Scioto  county,  Ohio, 
lie  found  employment  in  the  flouring  mills  of  that 
section  until  1805,  ivhen  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
selected  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  Mr. 
Nelson,  although  denied  the  privileges  of  an  early 
education,  has  acquired  a fund  of  information  fit- 
ting him  for  almost  any  business  in  life.  He  was 
the  first  Treasurer  of  Victor  township.  Mary  Jane 
Smith  became  his  wife  on  the  10th  of  October, 
1801.  They  have  nine  children. 

B.  F.  Pakkeu  was  born  in  Randolph  county, 
Indiana,  on  the  lltli  of  September,  1838.  His  father 


died  when  he  was  but  ten  years  old,  and  at  the  age 
of  fifteen,  he  took  charge  of  the  farm,  managing  it 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  Then  worked  at 
the  carpenter  trade  till  1803,  when  he  moved  to 
Union  City,  working  at  his  trade  and  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  till  1800.  Then  came  to  Min- 
nesota and  took  a homestead  in  the  town  of  Mid- 
dleville,  Wright  county,  and  commenced  opening 
a new  farm.  In  1878,  came  to  Howard  Lake, 
being  employed  in  a store  for  a time.  In  August, 
1880,  formed  a partnership  with  Hobson,  known 
as  Parker  V Hobson,  in  a general  mercantile  trade. 
In  February,  1881,  the  firm  name  was  made  Par- 
ker, Holmon  & Ball,  lie  was  joined  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Horn,  on  the  0th  of  February, 
1802.  Of  four  children,  but  one  is  living. 

Jay  Pease,  a native  of  Monroe  county,  New 
York,  was  bom  on  the  22d  of  November,  1834.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen,  the  family  moved  to  Green 
county,  AViscousin,  where  he  lived  till  1802,  when 
he  went  to  Goodhue  county,  Minnesota,  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  several  years.  Then  went 
to  Hodge  county  and  other  places,  engaging  in 
various  kinds  of  employment  until  1873,  when  he 
went  to  New  Film,  where  he  kept  a hotel  for  one 
and  one-half  years,  then  after  living  for  a time  in 
lledwood  Falls  and  Sleepy  Eye,  located  in  Howard 
Lake  in  1876,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness. He  married  Amelia  Jane  Lytle  on  the  24tli 
of  December,  1801.  They  have  three  children. 

A.  Ik  Pakkeu  was  born  in  Androscoggin  coun- 
ty, Maine,  on  the  17tli  of  October,  1825.  When 
about  twenty  years  old  he  became  engaged  in  the 
dairy  business  in  Boston,  continuing  that  occupa- 
tion for  eight  years.  He  then  went  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  remained  on  the  Pacific  slope,  engaged 
in  mining  the  greater  portion  of  the  time  until 
I860,  when  ho  came  to  Minnesota.  After  residing 
in  East  Minneapolis  about  two  years,  he  came  to 
the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  Miss  Margaret 
Panuett  became  his  wife  on  the  29th  of  June,  1807. 
They  have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living." 

A.  D.  Pin keiston  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Min- 
nesota. Ho  was  born  at  Ovid,  Seneca  county, 
New  York,  on  the  8th  of  December,  1825.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a lad  his  father 
died,  and  he  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  lie  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  farming  until  1853.  lie  then  came  to  Minne- 
sota, being  one  of  tho  first  settlers  in  Mower 
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comity.  He  built  the  first  house  on  the  site  of 
the  present  city  of  Austin,  which  he  helped  to 
survey  and  plat.  In  1855,  he  came  to  Albert  Lea, 
and  the  following  year  moved  to  Blue  Earth 
county,  where  lie  conducted  a farm  for  seven  years. 
He  came  to  the  farm  on  which  lie  now  lives  in 

1868,  and  the  following  year  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  of  the  Eleventh  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  to 
this  township  ho  lias  taken  an  active  part  in  its 
public  affairs.  He  was  the  first  Chairman  of  Su- 
pervisors, and  has  held  a number  of  local  offices 
since.  Mr.  Pinkerton  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  C.  Amelia  Woodbury,  on  the  14th  of 
June,  1849.  They  have  been  blessed  with  seven 
children. 

J.  E.  Pearson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Victor 
township,  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Ohio,  on 
the  10th  of  August,  1885.  When  he  was  an  in- 
fant, the  family  removed  to  Indiana,  and  in  1857, 
the  subject  of  our  sketch  left  home  and  came  to 
Minnesota,  locating  in  Victor  township  in  April  of 
the  same  year.  After  residing  on  his  farm  until 

1869,  he  came  to  the  village  of  Howard  Lake  where 
he  now  lives.  He  has  been  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  most  of  the  time  since  coming  to  the  vil- 
lage, but  is  now  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  to  dealing  it  stock.  He  was  the  first  Post- 
master at  Howard  Lake,  holding  the  office  until 
1877.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Mar- 
garet Buck,  on  the  18th  of  March,  1867.  They 
have  one  child,  Addy  L.  Mrs.  Pearson  had  one 
son  by  her  former  marriage,  named  Chassias  M. 

N.  C.  Riokerson  was  born  in  Newport,  Camp- 
bell county,  Kentucky.  When  about  sixteen  years 
old,  commenced  traveling  through  the  South  on 
business,  which  ho  continued  for  throe  years.  His 
father,  in  the  moan  lime,  moved  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, whore  Mr,  liiekerson  went  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  furniture  trade.  He  next  opened  a 
furniture  store  in  Harrison  county,  then  went  to 
Missouri  for  eight  years,  and  came  to  Minnesota 
in  1855.  He  engaged  in  the  furniture  business  in 
St.  Paul  till  1861,  after  which  he  moved  on  a fang 
near  Watertown,  Carver  county,  and  in  1865,  pur- 
chased a farm,  now  joining  the  town  site  of  How- 
ard Lake,  which  he  sold  in  the  spring  of  1881, 
and  opened  a furniture  store  in  the  village,  under 
the  name  of  Riokerson  and  Son.  Ho  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catharine  L.  Brooks.  They 
have  eight  children. 

C.  W.  Riokerson,  a native  of  Harrison  county, 


Kentucky,  was  born  on  the  27th  of  December! 
1847.  Lived  with  his  father  in  Kentucky  and 
Missouri,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Minnesota 
in  1855.  While  the  family  lived  at  Watertown, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
of  Hatch’s  Independent  Battalion,  serving  on  the 
western  frontier  for  three  years.  After  returning, 
located  in  Howard  Lake,  in  July,  1869,  taking 
charge  of  the  depot,  as  station  agent,  which  posi- 
tion he  still  occupies.  During  the  summer  of 
1881,  formed  a partnership  with  his  father  in  the 
furniture  business.  He  married  Miss  Eusebia  J. 
Gray  on  the  1st  of  January,  1870.  They  have 
two  children;  a boy  and  a girl. 

Albert  Smith,  a native  of  Hancock  county,  Il- 
linois, was  born  in  1851.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  town  and  subsequently,  Knox 
College,  at  Galesburg,  Illinois.  Then  engaged  in 
the  dry  goods  business  with  his  father,  William 
Smith,  in  which  he  continued  till  1872,  when  he 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  a farm  in 
Meeker  county.  In  1875,  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  lived  till  1878,  when  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent home  in  Howard  Lake,  and  formed  a partner- 
ship with  his  brother  in  the  hardware  and  agri- 
cultural implements  business,  under  the  name  of 
“ Smith  Brothers  & Hobson.”  The  following  year 
Mr.  Alley  bought  Mr.  Hobson’s  interest,  and  now 
the  firm  is  “ Smith  Brothers  & Co.”  lb;  was  joined 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  ,1.  Alley  on  the  8d 
of  November,  1880. 

H.  A.  Smith  was  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio, 
On  the  1st  of  August,  1841.  When  quite  young, 
he  came  with  the  family  to  what  is  now  Green 
Lake  county,  Wisconsin,  and  resided  with  his 
father  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
of  the  Forty-first  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
but  served  only  a few  months.  Ho  was  then  en- 
gaged, for  about  a year,  in  the  harness  business  at 
Ripon,  Wisconsin.  In  1865,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, but  a portion  of  tho  time  between  that  and 
188(1,  was  spent  in  Iowa,  being  in  business  for 
himself  a portion  of  the  time.  In  the  latter  year 
he  came  to  Howard  Lake  and  established  himself 
n the  harness  business,  which  he  still  continues. 

Charles  Schwalbe  was  born  in  Prussia  on  the 
16th  of  August,  1835.  When  five  years  of  age; 
he  came  with  his  parents  to  America,  settling  in 
East  Sterling,  Wayne  county,  Pennsylvania.  In 
1857,  Charles  came  to  Carver  county,  Minnesota, 
and  settled  on  a farm  in  Laketown,  but  in  1874, 
removed  to  this  town,  which  has  since  been  his 
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home.  Mr.  Schwalbe  has  taken  quite  a promi- 
nent part  in  town  affairs  since  coming  here,  and 
is  serving  his  fourth  term  as  Supervisor.  He  was 
married  on  the  28th  of  Fobuary,  1857,  to  Miss 
Louisa  Rhoda.  They  have  seven  children,  four 
hoys  and  three  girls. 

Herbert  Tanner,  editor  of  the  *•  People’s  Ad- 
vocate,” is  a native  of  Devon,  England,  and  came 
to  America  in  18(JG.  He  first  settled  in  Carver 
county,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  engaged  for  a 
number  of  years  in  the  mercantile  business.  He 
came  to  Wright  county  in  1871,  and  selected  his 
present  home  in  section  thirty-six,  Middleville 
township.  He  soon  after  opened  a store  at  his 
residence,  and  conducted  it  until  1875,  when  ho 
closed  out  the  business  and  devoted  his  energies 
exclusively  to  farming  for  a few  years.  In  Octo- 
ber, 1879,  he  assumed  the  editorial  and  business 
management  of  the  “ Advocate,”  in  which  he  has 
attained  a degree  of  success  far  in  advance  of  his 
predecessors,  having  largely  increased  its  circula- 
tion, and  placing  it  upon  a financial  basis  wholly 
new  in  its  history.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Esther  Dunn,  of  Carver  county,  in  1872. 

J.  E.  Warren,  a native  of  Rhode  Island,  was 
bom  on  the  15th  of  September,  1841.  His  father, 
' William  Warren,  a native  of  England,  was  one  of 
the  first  engravers  to  come  to  the  United  States, 
after  the  commencement  of  the  manufacture  of 
calico  in  this  country.  While  Mr.  Warren  was  an 
infant,  the  family  moved  to  Dover,  New  Hamp- 
shire, where  he  attended  the  High  School,  and 
then  Franklin  Academy  of  the  same  place,  gradu- 
ating in  1857.  The  following  year,  came  to  Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota,  and  engaged  in  teaching 
school  in  different  purls  of  the  State  till  1805, 
when  he  opened  a store  in  Forest  City,  Meeker 
county.  While  a resident  of  that  county,  was 
elected  Superintendent  of  public  schools.  In  1807, 
he  located  in  Clearwater,  Wright  county,  and 
served  as  Deputy  Revenue  Collector,  and  during 
the  same  year  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
resided  at  Buffalo.  In  1874,  came  to  Howard 
Lake,  taking  charge  of  the  schools  for  four  years. 
Having  studied  law,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
October,  1870,  and  has  since  practiced  in  this 
place.  In  1879,  owned  and  edited  the  “People’s 
Advocate,”  the  only  paper  in  the  place.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Branham  on 
the  11th  of  June,  1803.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  V.  Branham,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 


Meeker  county,  and  died  on  the  18th  of  July, 
1881,  leaving  one  daughter,  Jessie. 

William  Watrous,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  tho 
town,  was  born  in  Wyoming  county,  New  York, 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1830.  When  he  was 
seven  years  old  his  mother  died,  and  he  soon  after 
commenced  working  on  the  neighboring  farms, 
continuing  that  employment  there  until  1857,  when 
he  came  to  Minnesota.  He  selected  a claim  amid 
the  heavy  timber  on  the  west  bank  of  Lake  Mary, 
where,  by  energy  and  good  management,  lie  has 
opened  up  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township. 
He  was  married  on  the  10tli  of  March,  1852,  to 
Miss  Laura  L.  Freeman,  a native  of  Connecti- 
cut. They  have  two  children,  a son  and  daughter. 


WOODLAND. 


CHAPTER  CXXXYIT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT RE- 
LIGIOUS— SCHOOLS AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS 

- — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Woodland  is  one  of  the  four  southern  towns  of 
the  county,  its  southern  boundary  being  the  coun- 
ty line  between  Wright  and  Carver  counties.  Its 
area  is  about  23,050  acres,  of  which  2,600  are  un- 
der cultivation.  Its  surface  is  rolling,  and  heavily 
timbered,  except  where  the  march  of  civilization 
has  removed  portions  of  the  primeval  forest,  leav- 
ing well  tilled  farms  in  their  stead.  It  is  watered 
by  Grimshaw  creek  and  its  tributaries,  and  has  sev- 
eral small  lakes,  the  principal  of  which  are  Mud 
Lake  in  the  northeastern  part,  Garrigan  Lake  in  the 
northern,  and  Buckle’s,  Longwood,  Wolf’s,  Por- 
ter's, and  Ida  lakes  in  the  southwestern  part. 

Nearly  every  nationality  found  in  the  North- 
west has  its  representatives  here.  The  first  blow 
struck  in  this  forest  region  was  by  the  Grimshaw 
brothers,  who  built  a claim  shanty  in  the  north 
part  of  the  town  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  in 
May  of  that  year,  sold  to  M.  V.  Cochran  and 
Ezra  M.  Stacy.  This  claim  was  near  the  present 
village  of  Montrose.  John  Brabec,  a Bohemian, 
came  here  from  Illinois,  where  he  spent  one  year 
after  leaving  his  native  country,  in  the  fall  of 
1856,  and  took  a claim  on  section  twenty,  where 
he  still  resides.  In  June,  1857,  Cramer  Swartout, 
a native  of  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  settled  on 
section  twelve,  which  is  his  present  home.  In  Sop- 
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tember,  1857,  John  Lanzer,  a native  of  Bohemia, 
settled  in  the  town,  and  the  same-year,  James  Mc- 
Grath was  added  to  tlie  band  of  pioneer  settlers. 
Mrs.  Kline,  a widow,  now  Mrs.  Thomas  Young, 
was  among  the  early  arrivals,  and  is  remembered 
by  the  early  settlers  as  a woman  of  remarkable 
energy  and  perseverance,  having  once  walked 
from  the  present  village  of  Montrose  to  Forest 
City,  a distance  of  forty  miles,  pre-empted  her 
land,  and  returned  in  two  days.  During  her  first 
year  here  she  was  once  lost  in  the  woods,  and  not 
found  until  the  evening  of  the  third  day,  when 
she  was  discovered  about  five  miles  from  her  cabin, 
tired,  though  unharmed,  and  in  good  condition  to 
participate  in  a banquet. 

Woodland  was  organized  in  1858,  but  owing  to 
missing  records,  the  list  of  first  ollicers  is  wanting. 
Mr.  Cramer  Swartout  states  that  he  and  Miles  Mc- 
Dermot  were  the  first  Justices  of  the  Peace,  and 
that  Andrew  Stacy,  at  whose  house  the  election 
was  held,  was  the  first  Town  Clerk.  Mr.  Stacy 
was  among  the  earliest  settlers,  and  located  in  sec- 
tion one.  He  is  not  living  now. 

There  is  one  church  in  the  town — the  Swedish 
Lutheran— -in  section  thirty-one.  Five  schools  are 
maintained  in  the  town  during  the  usual  terms. 

The  products  of  Woodland  in  1880,  according  to 
the  agricultural  report,  wore:  wheat,  40, 070  bush- 
els; oats,  21,321  bushels;  coni,  20,400  bushels;  bar- 
ley, 201  bushels;  potatoes,  4,449  bushels;  beans, 
35  bushels;  sugar-cane,  2,3l8  gallons;  cultivated 
hay, -161  tons;  wildhay,  1,622  tons;  tobacco,  300 
pounds;  wool,  2,103  pounds;  and  butter,  18,005 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Hichard  Bennett,  a native  of  Allegany  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  17th  of  October,  1854, 
and  in  early  childhood  removed  with  the  family  to 
Michigan,  settling  on  a farm.  In  1857,  the  fam- 
ily sought  a home  in  Minnesota,  locating  on  their 
present  farm  in  section  three,  where  the  father 
died  October  lltli,  1874.  llichard  has  filled  the 
ollice  of  Supervisor  one  year  and  been  twice 
elected  to  the  office  of  Assessor  since  attaining  his 
majority.  His  mother  died  March  25tli,  1872, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  at  Wav- 
erly.  Since  her  death  the  care  of  the  old  home 
has  devolved  upon  him,  in  which  work  he  is 
assisted  by  his  brother,  John  W.,  whose  birth 
dates  November  20th,  18(52.  Three  sisters,  Mary, 
Margaret,  and  Ellen,  all  born  in  this  town, 
are  with  the  brothers  in  the  old  home.  Another 


sister,  Catharine  H.,  is  in  the  convent  at  Mendota. 

Patrick  Buckley,  fifty-two  years  of  age,  dates 
his  nativity  in  the  county  of  Cork,  Ireland.  In 
1857,  he  came  to  America,  worked  nine  years  in 
the  woolen  mills  at  Little  Falls,  New  York,  then 
came  to  Minnesota,  and  a few  years  after,  to  Knox 
county,  Missouri,  where  he  remained  six  years.  He 
returned  to  Minnesota  in  1879,  and  has  since 
made  this  town  his  home.  In  1859,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  McDonald,  whose 
birthplace  was  Ireland.  Four  boys  and  three 
girls  have  been  born  to  them,  all  living  at  home 
except  the  oldest  daughter,  who  is  married. 

William  W.  Crooks,  a member  of  the  board  of 
County  Commissioners  of  Wright  county,  was 
born  in  Allen  county,  Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1836.  At  the  age  of  six  years,  he  removed  with 
the  family  to  Miami  county,  Indiana,  from  which 
place  he  returned  to  Ohio  in  1857,  and  taught  a 
six  months  term  of  school  at  Westminster,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1858,  came  again  to  Indiana,  where 
his  time  was  employed  in  teaching  in  winter,  and 
when  not  otherwise  engaged,  at  carpenter  work  in 
summer,  until  his  marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Holliday,  of  Fulton  county,  Indiana,  which  oc- 
curred March  14th,  1861.  Their  nuptials  were 
celebrated  at  Logansport,  where  Mr.  Crooks  had 
spent  two  summers  at  school,  devoting  his  vaca- 
tions to  his  trade.  In  September,  1864,  he  came 
to  this  State,  selected  his  present  home  in  section 
twenty-eight,  and  in  October  following,  brought 
his  family  here,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  fore- 
most citizens  of  the  town.  He  has  been  Assessor 
three  terms,  Town  Clerk  for  1880-81,  was  ap- 
pointed to  take  the  census  of  his  town  in  1880, 
and  in  1879,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 
His  summers  have  been  devoted  to  farming  since 
settling  in  Woodland,  and  his  winters  to  teaching, 
closing  his  twenty-third  term  of  school,  since  that 
first  mentioned,  in  the  spring  of  1881.  Of  five 
children  born  to  this  couple,  four  are  living;  Eliza 
E.,  Carrie  I.,  Fanny  B.,  and  Loftus  J.  An  infant 
son,  Thomas  It.,  died  in  1874. 

John  William  Cruzen  was  born  on  the  14th  of 
March,  1833,  in  Green  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  lived  until 
thirty-five  years  of  age.  His  father  died  in  Au- 
gust, 1873,  and  was  buried  in  Illinois,  whither  he 
had  removed;  his  mother  is  still  living  in  the 
State,  at  Walnut  Hill,  Jefferson  county.  Mr.  Cru- 
zen came  to  his  present  farm  in  November,  186(5, 
and  has  now  about  one  hundred  acres  under  im- 
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provemeiit,  the  whole  farm  embracing  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres.  In  1855,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Hannah  Pierson,  whose  birth- 
place was  in  the  same  county  as  his  own.  <)!' 
eleven  children  born  to  them,  ten  are  living,  and 
all  still  enjoy  the  shelter  of  the  parental  roof  ex- 
cept Tabitha  E.,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  James 
Holliday,  of  this  town. 

Thomas  J.  Jordan,  now  about  sixty  years  of 
age,  is  a native  of  Ireland,  where  his  time  was 
spent  in  farming  and  working  at  the  weaver’s 
trade,  which  he  learned  when  quite  young.  In 
1841,  he  came  to  America,  and  after  brief  periods 
spent  in  New  York  and  Massachusetts,  located  in 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  remained  until  coming  to 
Minnesota  in  1858.  After  spending  four  years  in 
St.  Paul,  he  was  employed  for  a short  time  in  Hay- 
ton,  after  which  lie  came  to  his  present  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres  in  this  town.  He  has  held  the 
ollice  of  Supervisor,  and  Treasurer  of  his  school 
district.  He  married  Miss  Julia  Davitt,  in  1852, 
who  also  was  born  in  Ireland,  both  in  the  county 
of  Mayo.  Her  birth  dates  December  22d,  1835. 
Of  twelve  children  born  of  this  union,  one  is 
dead,  one  at  Wilmar  in  this  State,  and  the  others 
at  home. 

John  Lanzer  is  a native  of  Bohemia,  in  the 
eastern  part  of  which  province  his  birth  occurred 
June  15th,  1830.  lie  left  the  land  of  his  birth  in 
1857,  coming  to  this  State  soon  after  his  arrival 
in  New  York,  reaching  St.  Paul  in  September,  and 
thence  to  this  town,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
Until  1803,  he  lived  with  liis  parents  in  section 
seventeen,  but  is  now  on  his  own  estate  which  lies 
on  the  southwestern  shore  of  Longwood  Lake,  in 
section  thirty.  Miss  Anna  Brabee,  also  of  Bohe- 
mian birth,  became  liis  wife  in  1857,  and  has  borne 
him  five  children,  three  boys  and  two  girls.  The 
family  are,  without  exception,  interested  in  liter- 


ary matters,  and  their  library  is  such  as  is  seldom 
found  in  rural  homes. 

Ewen  McDonald  was  born  on  Christmas  Eve 
in  Upper  Canada,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  place,  being  engaged  in  lumbering  until 
1862,  when  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  for  one  year 
was  a foreman  on  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad. 
In  1864,  he  came  to  Minneapolis,  and  was  in  the 
employ  of  D.  W.  Morrison,  about  six  months.  In 
1866,  he  secured  his  present  farm  in  section  twenty- 
eight,  where  he  has  now  about  forty  acres  under 
cultivation.  He  has  filled  the  ollice  of  town  Super- 
visor five  or  six  years,  and  also  that  of  Treasurer. 
He  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Early,  a native  of 
Rhode  Island,  in  1869.  Six  children,  the  result  of 
this  union,  are  all  living,  and  at  homo. 

Ludwig  Schultz,  whose  birth  at  Mecklenburg, 
Germany,  is  dated  November  21st,  1835,  is  a man 
of  Agricultural  tastes,  and  has  been  a tiller  of  the 
soil  here  since  about  the  close  of  the  late  war.  He 
left  his  native  land  in  1858,  and  coming  to  New 
York,  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  Schultz  was 
among  that  class  of  intelligent,  patriotic  foreigners 
who,  having  sought  a home  in  this  great  Repub- 
lic, were  ready  to  aid  in  maintaining  the  Govern- 
ment, whether  assailed  by  foreign  or  domestic, 
foes,  and  in  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany C,  of  the  Fifty-seventh  New  York  Volun- 
teers, participating  in  the  second  battle  of  Hull 
Run,  also  the  battles  of  Fair  Oaks,  Peach  Orchard, 
James  River,  Antietam,  Harper's  Ferry,  Freder- 
icksburg, Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  the 
memorable  battle  in  front  of  Richmond.  After 
three  years  of  active  service,  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Richmond,  on  the  21st  of  August,  1863.  He 
was  twice  wounded  during  his  term  of  service; 
once  in  the  knee,  and  once  hi  the  arm.  Miss  Mary 
Belka,  a native  of  Prussia,  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Schultz  in  1866,  the  fruit  of  their  union  being  a 
family  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  boys. 


iWf.v 


' 1 •»'  " f"l*  I'  1*1!  • fflMIHI-  I I-.,;, „j 

* III  1*A'  •n;r,lll  Lili:,(,r  , . ' 

t"’t  '."11  <I!HIM!>I  I i Jii'.w  ,i  alv  , r 

1 1 ' • i ;M  ■ • V t 

aT  .'-'[.ynujn  tin  * ' .r  . iiv. ' M .<T  1,.  , 

* ; : f.  ■'  - 

' ' ' ' 1 ' ' i:.  v !.i;>7  ■ M .--,7  ,•■!'! 


J — t!  . ■!  > . • / : I,:;:}  I j . - } , 

! «'•'  'J  ■ I H vrr...r  ,J  ,.[//  ■ i,f  j • |.,. 

11  wl  «:ili  ; I rY_*;LLI;ti ( ! 

U>  8-1  r."  I y -,u  •%,  7/<  7-,  / >h  ’ 

■j  i . ■ its '-:•<]  ml  li.iiti'w  , 'fwni 
ut  " 'll.,  iit;.!  ,-i ..mwuA  ..5  'jtufH-'  oil 

1 " : ,*v  ,iv , 'i  - j / 

■'*>  »■  <>•  • ■■  u Hr.*-  - , - ~t mi  .i 

« ■“  1 ' "I  I'l  iHb.JO  «f  1 : 


J J ‘ i VU„. 


•*"  ■ ' - )!'•  ' <s  nl  il  ■ ::  '•  i ■ : . i ; , . f$ 


' " 'fell'  1/ .!'••, {».»•//  I'..;.,:  ..  . t 


586 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


MORRISON  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  CXXXVIII. 

DESCRIPTIVE — PIKE’S  FORT EARLY  SETTLEMENT — • 

TRADING  POSTS — ORGANIZATION — PAPER  TOWNS 

INDIAN  MURDERS — GRASSHOPPERS — RAILROADS — 
SAW  MILLS. 

Morrison  county  is  in  central  Minnesota ; is  about 
forty-two  miles  east  and  west,  and  its  western  part, 
about  forty  miles  north  and  south.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Cass  and  Crow  Wing  counties, 
east  by  Crow  Wing  and  Mille  Lacs,  south  by  Pen- 
ton  and  Stearns,  and  west  by  Todd  county.  That 
portion  lying  east  of  the  Mississippi  river  was  orig- 
inally included  in  Benton  county,  and  that  west  of 
the  Mississippi  once  formed  a part  of  Todd  county. 
The  county  has  an  area  of  1,139  square  miles  or 
728,960  acres,  of  which  about  16,000  are  under 
cultivation. 

The  surface  is  rolling,  and  well  timbered,  inter- 
spersed with  a number  of  prairies,  and  lakes.  In 
the  eastern  portion  are  about  ten  townships  mostly 
valuable  for  their  timber,  consisting  chiefly  of  pine 
and  maple.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
county,  about  five  townships  are  of  the  same  kind 
of  timber  land.  From  the  pine  region  north  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  south  to  the 
county  line,  is  an  almost  unbroken  forest.  The 
soil  of  this  region  is  remarkably  good,  while  for 
ten  miles  south  of  the  pine  region,  extensive  natural 
meadows  are  to  be  found. 

The  country  east  of  the  river,  not  included  in 
the  pine  districts,  contains  but  little  timber,  some 
brush  land,  marsh  and  meadow  land,  and  some 
prairie.  The  soil  is  generally  good. 

Pike’s  Fort  was  once  located  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  about  fifty  rods  below  the 
rapids.  At  this  place  the  bank  rises  about  fifteen 
feet,  on  the  summit  of  which  the  stockade  was 
built.  This  stockade  as  shown  by  recent  measure- 
ments, was  about  thirty-eight  feet  square.  In 
Pike’s  account  it  is  stated  that  his  licet  consisted 


of  two  long  boats,  one  of  which  they  put  upon 
either  side  of  the  passage  way  from  the  stockade 
to  the  river.  The  distance  from  the  water’s  edge 
being  not  over  sixty  feet  in  low  water,  there  is  no 
inconsistency  in  his  statement. 

Early  Settlement.-— The  early  movements  of 
the  traders  in  this  county  are  somewhat  compli- 
cated. In  1826,  Charles  Larose  and  Charles 
Chawboile  had  a trading  post  for  two  winters  on 
a small  fiat  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river  near  the  Big  Bend.  In  1837,  when  Wadena 
came  down  from  the  north  country,  he  found  two 
trading  posts  near  together  on  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  just  below  the  present  ferry 
crossing  at  Swan  river.  The  buildings  then  appeared 
quite  old.  A Mr.  Broce  traded  at  the  same  jioint 
after  Larose  and  Chawboile  left. 

An  Indian  trading  post  was  established  at  a 
very  early  day  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  now  in  Bellevue  town.  The  only  credible  ac- 
count given  is  from  Duncan  McDougal,  who 
formerly  lived  in  that  town,  but  now  resides  in 
Becker  county.  He  says  he  was  at  that  place  in 
the  spring  of  1849,  and  that  the  logs  of  the  build- 
ing were  then  about  half  decayed.  He  also  says 
the  post  had  been  run  by  August  Bellangier  and 
Baptist  Boy,  for  Allen  Morrison. 

Previous  to  1835,  all  goods  were  brought  across 
from  Lake  Superior,  but  after  this  date,  from 
points  below  on  the  Mississippi  river.  About  1844, 
a Mr.  Ewing,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  in  com- 
pany with  others,  started  a trading  post  at  Swan 
river  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  Philip 
Beaupre  and  Lewis  Merrow  were  employed  by 
tins  company  in  1846.  This  firm  was  superseded 
by  Peter  Chouteau  & Co. 

The  first  missionary  in  this  county  was  the 
ltev.  Samuel  Spates.  He  was  born  in  Bourbon 
county,  Kentucky,  on  the  31st  of  January,  1815, 
and  sent  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  into 
the  Northwest,  and  established  a Mission  near  the 
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mouth  of  Little  Elk  river  in  October,  1839.  He 
was  assisted  by  Revs.  Allen  Huddleston,  George 
Copway,  and  John  Johnson;  the  latter  being  a 
converted  Ojib  way  Indian.  Mr.  Spates  afterwards 
moved  to  Sandy  Luke,  then  to  Fond-du-Lac,  and 
in  185(1,  returned  to  Little  Falls,  and  after  two 
years  removed  to  Cannon  Falls,  Minnesota,  where 
he  still  lives,  and  is  engaged  in  preaching.  Neither 
of  his  assistants  remained  long  with  him  in  the 
good  cause,  except  John  Johnson,  who  soon  after 
1839,  moved  to  Gull  Lake,  and  subsequently  to 
White  Earth,  where  he  engaged  in  missionary 
work,  having  been  ordained  as  an  Episcopal 
clergyman. 

William  Nicholson,  now  a resident  of  the  town 
of  Little  Falls,  is  probably  the  oldest  white  set- 
tler in  the  county.  He  came  to  Swan  river  in  the 
summer  of  1817,  in  company  with  ten  other  men. 
They  forded  the  Mississippi  river  just  below  where 
the  Swan  river  ferry  now  is  located,  and  made  a 
raft  of  hewed  timber  from  pine  trees  growing  on 
the  river  bank,  for  use  in  the  construction  of  the 
first  dam  at  St.  Anthony  Falls.  They  run  the 
raft  but  a few  miles,  then  abandoned  it  on  account 
of  low  water.  Nicholson  went  below,  returning 
in  1818,  and  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  the 
same  place,  in  company  with  twenty-two  men,  and 
cut  a road  through  to  Long  Prairie,  returning, 
after  completing  the  road,  and  found  William 
Aitkin,  who  had  made  a claim  and  was  building  a 
hotel  and  store,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river  at  the  crossing. 

William  Aitkin  located  at  Swan  River,  now  in 
the  town  of  Little  Falls,  in  1818,  ami  conducted 
an  I mlian  trading  poHt. 

Father  Pier/,,  a Catholic  missionary,  came  to 
Minnesota,  among  the  Chippewa  Indians,  in  1852, 
and  finding  the  country  well  adapted  to  agricul- 
ture, he  wrote  letters  describing  the  beauty  of 
the  country  and  the  richness  of  the  soil,  and  sent 
them  to  several  of  the  leading  papers  in  Ger- 
many and  America,  which  soon  caused  a large 
German  emigration  to  this  part  of  the  country,  a 
part  of  which  located  in  Morrison  county.  A 
brief  account  of  this  noble  missionary’s  acts  at 
the  time  of  the  Indian  outbreak,  will  sufficiently 
illustrate  his  character.  In  the  fall  of  1862,  dur- 
ing the  Indian  war,  the  Chippewa  Indians  under 
their  chief,  Hole-in-the-Day,  were  assembled  at 
Gull  Lake,  threatening  an  attack  on  the  white 
settlers.  Father  Pierz  was  in  the  vicinity  of  St. 
Paul  at  the  time,  and  hearing  of  the  hostile  atti- 


tude of  the  Indians,  immediately  set  out  alone  to 
go  to  Gull  Lake,  traveling  day  and  night.  On 
his  way  he  met  the  Indian  guards,  who  positively 
refused  to  let  him  pass.  He  insisted,  and  unable 
longer  to  withstand  his  importuning,  the  guards 
picked  him  up  and  carried  him  over  the  “dead 
line,”  across  which  they  were  ordered  to  let  no 
white  man  pass  alive.  He  proceeded  to  their 
camp  and  saw  their  chief.  What  effect  this  inter- 
view with  Hole-in-the-Day  had,  is  not  definitely 
known,  but  the  Indians  did  not  attack  the  whites 
as  contemplated.  Too  much  cannot  be  said  of 
Father  Pierz  in  commendation.  It  is  certain  the 
white  people  -had  in  him  a friend  who  would  not 
desert  them  in  time  of  great  danger.  He  labored 
in  the  mission  field  till  1874,  when  he  retired  on 
account  of  old  age,  going  to  Germany  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  died  in'  Germany 
in  January,  1880,  having  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age 
of  ninety-two  years. 

Mr.  Frederick  Ayer,  a native  of  Stockbridge, 
Massachusetts,  was  sent  out  by  the  American 
Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  and  came  to  Sandy 
Lake,  Minnesota,  in  1831,  and  to  Red  Lake  in 
1842,  and  finally  to  Belle  Prairie,  in  this  county, 
in  1848.  Being  a persevering  and  energetic  man, 
he  soon  opened  a large  farm,  doing  the  first  break- 
ing done  in  Morrison  county,  in  1849,  with  oxen 
borrowed  from  Hon.  Henry  M.  Rice.  Desiring  to 
continue  his  work  among  the  Indians  and  the 
settlers  in  the  county,  he  erected  a large  dwelling 
house  in  1850,  and  a commodious  school  house, 
which  also  served  as  a church  for  a number  of 
years.  The  house  is  yet  standing,  after  the  lapse 
of  more  than  thirty  years,  a fit  monument  to  per- 
petuate the  memory  of  one  who  spent  his  whole 
life  in  the  cause  of  education  and  religion. 

Mr.  O.  A.  Coe  came  to  Minnesota  in  1838, 
working  on  the  St.  Croix  and  Snake  rivers.  He 
first  visited  Belle  Prairie  in  1849,  and  came  to 
this  place  in  1853,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
principally  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 

Rev.  A.  B.  Adams,  a missionary,  who  went  to 
Red  Cedar,  or  Cass  Lake,  about  1845,  came  to 
this  county  and  settled  at  Platte  River,  and 
preached  for  several  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Michigan. 

There  are  other  names  that  might  be  mentioned 
here,  but  are  reserved  for  their  respective  towns. 

OitOANiZATTON. — Morrison  county  was  organized 
by  an  act  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  approved 
on  the  25th  of  February,  1856. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


The  first  election  was  held  on  the  14th  of  April, 
1850,  and  the  following  ollicers  elected:  William 
Trask,  Elliot  «T.  Kidder,  and  AV.  AV.  Stebbins 
County  Commissioners;  Nathan  Richardson,  Reg- 
ister of  Deeds;  James  Fergus,  Judge  of  Probate; 
Jonathan  Pugh,  Sheriff;  AV.  13.  Fairbanks,  Dis- 
trict Attorney;  AV.  AV.  Tuttle,  and  John  Fry,  As- 
sessors. 

The  village  of  Little  Falls  was  made  the  county 
seat  by  the  act  providing  for  the  organization  of 
the  county,  and  still  retains  that  distinction.  The 
first  meeting  of  the  Board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners was  held  at  Little  Falls  on  the  1st  of  May, 
185G,  at  which  time  the  Commissioners  divided  the 
county  into  three  electoral  precincts;  Little  Falls, 
Platte  River,  and  Swan  River.  The  first  term  of 
Court  was  held  on  the  15th  of  May,  1856,  and  on 
the  5th  of  November,  the  Commissioners  voted  to 
pay  AVilliam  Sturgis  the  sum  of  eight  thousand 
dollars,  to  build  a Court  House  for  Morrison 
county,  and  on  the  ‘2  1th  of  the  same  month,  bonds 
to  that  amount  were  issued  and  delivered  to  AVil- 
liam Sturgis.  There  were  eight  bonds  of  one  thou* 
sand  dollars  each,  the  first  falling  due  in  three  years; 
and  one  each  subsequent  year  until  all  became  due, 
interest  at  twelve  per  cent,  per  annum  until  paid. 
Mr.  Sturgis  at  once  proceeded  with  the  erection  of 
the  Court  House,  and  after  getting  it  roofed  and  in- 
closed, but  still  far  from  completion,  failed,  leaving 
the  building  in  an  unfinished  condition.  He  had, 
prior  to  this,  disposed  of  the  bonds  to  a banker  in 
Washington,  D.  C.,  who  demanded  payment  as  the 
bonds  fell  due,  but  was  refused  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners, because  the  Court  House  had  not  been 
completed  according  to  contract.  After  many  at- 
tempts to  adjust  the  bond  claim,  running  through 
a number  of  years,  in  July  of  1861),  a compromise 
was  effected,  under  the  administration  of  William 
Butler,  William  Harrison,  and  Richard  L.  Trask, 
then  County  Commissioners.  By  the  terms  of  this 
compromise,  the  old  bonds  were  surrendered  and 
new  ones  issued  to  the  amount  of  eight  thousand 
dollars,  bearing  seven  per  cent,  interest,  one  thou- 
sand dollars  falling  due  each  year  until  paid. 
These  bonds  were  paid  as  they  became  due.  In 
the  spring  of  1858,  the  Commissioners  organized 
four  townships;  Belle  Prairie,  Granite,  Little  Falls, 
and  Bellevue,  the  four  organizations  comprising  all 
the  territory  of  the  county.  Subsequently,  the 
town  of  Granite  was  added  to  Belle  Prairie,  and  a 
number  of  now  towns  have  since  been  organized. 
The  present  towns  of  the  county  are,  Bello  Prairie, 


Bellevue,  Buckman,  Culdrum,  Elmdale,  Green 
Prairie,  Little  Falls,  Motley,  Oakwood,  Parker, 
Pierz,  Swan  River,  and  Two  Rivers. 

This  county,  like  others,  was  visited  with  the 
town  site  mania.  Twenty-four  town  plats  were 
recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds  of 
Morrison  county,  from  1855  to  1858.  Not  all  of 
these,  however,  were  located  in  Morrison  county. 
Many  were  platted  on  unsurveyed  Government 
lands.  None  of  these  towns  ever  attained  any 
degree  of  prominence,  except  Fergus  Falls,  in 
Otter  Tail  county,  and  Little  Falls.  Fergus  Falls 
was  located  by  a company  that  went  from  Little 
Falls  in  1856.  James  Fergus,  after  whom  the 
place  was  named,  was  a member  of  that  company. 
The  same  company  founded  a number  of  other 
towns  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  but  all 
were  short  lived.  Those  located  in  Morrison 
county  have  all  disappeared,  except  Little  Falls. 
A few  made  strenuous  efforts  to  maintain  an  ap- 
pearance, and  succeeded  for  some  time.  These 
were  Swan  River,  Belle  Prairie,  and  Granite  City. 
Those  established  for  mere  speculation  were,  Lulo, 
Buckfield,  Big  Bend,  Little  Elk,  Janesville,  and 
Glean.  These  have  a name  only  in  the  annals  of 
the  early  days  of  the  pioneer  fathers. 

EARLY  SETTLEMENT  AND  IMPROVEMENT. 

It  is  generally  believed  that  James  Green  was 
the  first  permanent  settler  of  this  county . He  took  a 
squatter’s  claim  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  at  the  present  site  of  Little  Falls,  in  1818. 
He  built  a saw  mill,  and  secured  water  power  by 
building  a wing  dam  to  the  island  above,  making 
a head  of  about  three  feet,  which  was  enough  to 
do  a good  business  with  the  abundant  supply  of 
water.  He  also  made  a boom  by  fastening  one 
end  on  the  ivest  bank  of  the  river,  near  Little 
Falls  ferry  landing,  and  the  other  to  the  head  of 
the  island  below,  and  by  this  means  managed  to 
run  most  of  the  logs  into  the  mill  pond.  This 
must  have  been  in  the  fall  of  1849.  Soon  after 
its  construction,  Mr.  Green  died,  when  H.  M.  Rice 
and  Captain  Todd  bought  the  mill.  They  sold  to 
AVilliam  Sturgis  in  1850,  who  run  the  mill  until 
' 1854,  when  he  sold  a two-thirds  interest  to  James 
Fergus  and  Calvin  A.  Tuttle,  and  formed  a co- 
partnership known  as  the  Little  Falls  Company. 
The  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  were 
surveyed  in  1852.  Prior  to  this,  John  M.  Kidder, 
father-in-law  of  AVilliam  Sturgis,  had  filed  a pre- 
emption claim  covering  that  portion  of  the  east  bank 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  embracing  the  water  power. 
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The  Little  Falls  Company  purchased  the  land  in- 
cluded in  the  Ividder  claim,  of  Mr.  Sturgis,  lie  hav- 
ing purchased  it  from  the  heirs  of  John  M.  Kidder, 
deceased,  who  died  before  the  land  came  into  mar- 
ket, so  that  the  Little  Falls  Company  purchased 
the  land  of  the  government  at  the  first  land  sale, 
in  November,  1855.  This  purchase  of  the  Com- 
pany included  the  Kidder  claim  and  the  land  ad- 
joining, upon  which  the  village  of  Little  Falls  is 
located,  amounting  in  all  to  about  two  thousand 
acres.  This  company  continued  but  a short  time, 
and  then  merged  into  a joint  stock  company,  in 
the  fall  of  1855,  known  as  the  Little  Falls  Manu- 
facturing Company.  This  Company  issued  stock 
to  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
Fergus,  Sturgis,  and  Tuttle  taking  half  the  stock, 
and  the  remainder  sold  readily  for  fifty  thousand 
dollars,  cash.  The  stock  advanced  rapidly  until 
it  reached  two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent.,  at 
which  price  most  of  the  shares  changed  hands. 
About  seventy-live  thousand  dollars  were  expended 
in  improving  the  water  power  at  this  place,  and  in 
building  a dam,  bridge,  and  mills.  While  the 
Manufacturing  Company  had  plenty  of  money 
they  spent  it  indiscriminately.  It  is  stated  that 
in  constructing  their  dam  on  the  east  side  of  the 
island,  the  water  was  first  shut  off  by  a horse  dam, 
that  sand  and  gravel  was  hauled  in  to  the  depth  of 
two  or  three  feet,  to  make  a level  bed  on  which  to 
place  the  frame  of  the  principal  dam.  The  bed  of 
the  river  was  rocky  and  uneven,  well  fitted  to  hold 
the  foot  of  a substantial  dam,  but  some  of  its  con- 
structors thought  a smooth  sand  bed  was  prefer- 
able, and  hence  it  was  so  constructed.  In  connec- 
tion with  the  dam,  this  Company  built  a fine 
Howe  truss  bridge.  This  bridge  was  constructed 
in  the  winter  of  1857-58,  and  the  main  portion 
stood  for  many  years.  After  about  nine  yearn  it 
was  found  to  be  rotting,  when  the  board  of  County 
Commissioners  had  it  repaired,  but  soon  afterward 
it  was  blown  down  aud  never  rebuilt.  It  was  af- 
terward used  in  building  the  bridge  at  Sauk  Rapids. 
The  Company  constructed  a large  saw  mill,  and  a 
large  two-and-a-half  story  cabinet  shop.  Mr. 
Fletcher  built  a commodious  flouring  mill,  which 
was  run  by  this  power.  In  all,  not  less  than  sev- 
enty-live thousand  dollars  were  expended  in  im- 
proving the  water  power,  building  dams,  bridge, 
and  mills  at  this  place. 

The  dam  was  broken  in  1859,  and  no  one  had 
courage  to  immediately  rebuild  it  ; and  Air. 
Fletcher  removed  his  flouring  mill  to  Sauk  River. 


The  dam  was  repaired  in  the  winter  of  1859-00, 
but  during  f lic  following  summer,  a sudden  rise  in 
the  river  destroyed  dam,  saw-mill,  and  cabinet 
shop,  so  that  in  a short  time  there  was  nothing  to 
show  for  all  the  money  and  labor  that  had  been 
expended  at  this  place.  The  stock  which  had 
been  in  great  demand,  now  depreciated  rapidly, 
until  in  I860,  it  was  worthless,  and  the  property 
of  the  company  was  insufficient  to  meet  their  lia- 
bilities. 

The  town  of  Little  Falls  was  surveyed  in 
1855,  by  S.  M.  Putnam,  but  not  incorporated. 
Immediately  after  the  town  was  platted,  a few  lots 
were  given  away,  after  which,  lots  sold  rapidly, 
some  of  those  most  fevorably  located  bringing  as 
high  as  a thousand  dollars  each,  and  land  near 
town,  for  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  But  as 
18G0,  with  its  mill  failure  came  on,  the  increase 
and  decrease  in  population,  the  rise  and  fall  in 
real  estate,  nearly  corresponded  with  the  fluctua- 
tion in  the  price  of  the  stock  of  the  manufactur- 
ing company.  The  island  known  as  Mill  Island, 
at  the  time  of  constructing  the  dam,  was  cut 
across  by  a ditch,  and  the  high  water  from  time 
to  time  kept  enlarging  the  opening,  until  the  wide 
channel  now  existing  was  plowed  out.  Within 
the  last  few  years  real  estate  has  steadily  advanced, 
and  at  present  both  lots  and  land  are  command- 
ing a fair  price.  The  recent  financial  movement, 
the  water-power  changing  hands,  and  the  sale  of 
a steam  mill  site  and  boom  privileges,  just  .above 
the  water-power,  gives  to  Little  Falls  the  prospect 
for  a bright  and  prosperous  future,  for  which  her 
citizens  have  waited  long  and  patiently. 

In  1857,  three  Indians,  who  were  under  arrest 
for  the  murder  of  a German  peddler,  on  the  road 
near  Gull  Lake,  were  taken  from  Sheriff  Pugh, 
while  enroute  for  St.  Paul,  and  summarily  dis- 
posed of  by  a party  under  the  leadership  of  An- 
son Northrup  and  Benjamin  Brown,  both  of  whom 
were  then  living  in  this  section.  The  party  were 
overtaken  near  the  present  station  of  Royalton, 
and  the  Indians  taken  back  to  the  southern  border 
of  the  prairie  south  of  Little  Falls  village,  and, 
still  chained  together,  hung  to  a pole  supported 
by  two  trees.  They  had,  on  the  way  back,  con- 
fessed their  crime,  and  made  no  attempt  at  resist- 
ance. Considerable  alarm  was  created  among  the 
settlements,  in  the  fear  of  an  uprising  among  the 
Indians;  but  no  demonstration  occurred,  and  the 
excitement  soon  died  away. 

The  first  saw-mill  was  built  in  1819,  at  Liitle 
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Falls,  by  James  Green,  and.  afterward  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  Littlo  Falls  Company,  who  en- 
larged it,  and  soon  after,  in  1858,  it  was  washed 
away.  Anson  Nortlirup  built  a steam  mill  at  Swan 
River  in  1850,  and  run  it  for  two  years.  William 
Sturgis  built  a mill  at  the  mouth  of  Littles  Flic 
river  in  1871,  which  was  swept  away  by  the  flood 
of  1858.  lie  immediately  erected  a new  mill  on 
the  same  site,  which  did  good  service  for  many 
years. 

This  county,  in  the  first  years  of  its  settlement, 
became  the  rendezvous  for  a lawless  gang  of  rene- 
gades, who,  when  the  hard  times  rendered  gam- 
bling unprofitable,  resorted  to  theft  and  robbery, 
and  at  last,  grown  desperate  by  the  failure  of  some 
cherished  schemes,  and  repeated  arrests  and  pun- 
ishments, attempted  the  life  of  R.  L.  Barnum,  the 
faithful  old  Justice  whose  Court  they  had  learned 
to  dread.  On  the  night  of  October  1st,  1858,  a 
part  of  the  gang  visited  the  old  man’s  cabin,  drag- 
ged him  out,  and  after  terrible  maltreatment,  left 
him  for  dead.  He  recovered,  however,  but  this 
crowning  outrage  led  to  a general  uprising  among 
the  law  abiding  citizens,  resulting  in  the  banish- 
ment from  the  community,  of  this  obnoxious  ele- 
ment. The  details  of  the  series  of  events  alluded 
to  are  known  among  the  old  settlers  as  “The  Little 
Falls  War.” 

GitAssuoi’Pnus. — In  the  summer  of  1850,  about 
the  latter  part  of  July,  the  grasshoppers  made  a 
sudden  descent  upon  this  county,  coming  from  a 
little  north  of  west.  Their  ravages  extended  to 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  county.  Grain  was  ripen- 
ing and  nearly  ready  for  the  harvest,  yet  about 
two-thirds  of  the  crop  was  destroyed.  They  de- 
posited their  eggs  in  great  quantities  that  fall, 
from  which,  the  following  spring,  an  immense 
swarm  appeared,  devouring  almost  every  green 
vegetable  substance,  but  by  the  first  of  .Inly  were 
all  gone.  The  people  endured  this  scourge  with 
comparatively  little  suffering,  as  there  was  teaming 
and  other  work  in  abundance  at  remunerative 
prices.  Since  the  departure  of  the  grasshoppers 
in  1857,  they  have  not  seriously  troubled  the 
county.  About  1878,  a few  appeared  in  the  west- 
ern part,  doing  considerable  damage  to  late  crops 
and  gardens,  since  which  time  the  county  lias  es- 
caped any  severe  scourge  of  this  character. 

Railroads. — The  history  of  railroads  in  Morri- 
son county  is  not  very  extensive.  On  the  3d  of 
March,  1857,  Congress  passed  an  act  making  a 
certain  grant  of  land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 


several  lines  of  railroads  in  the  then  Territory  of 
Minnesota.  One  of  these  lines  was  to  start  at 
Stillwater  and  run  via  St.  Paul  and  Crow  Wing  to 
the  Red  River  of  the  North,  passing  through  this 
county.  It  was  surveyed  by  the  Minnesota  & Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company,  who  first  undertook  to 
build  this  line,  but  failed.  The  first  land  grant 
gave  six  sections  to  the  mile.  In  1864,  the  grant 
was  increased  to  ten  sections  to  the  mile,  taking 
the  odd  numbered  sections  for  ten  miles  on  each 
side  of  the  line,  and  reserving  the  odd  sections  in 
the  next  ten  miles  to  make  up  the  deficiency  where 
the  odd  sections  of  the  land  on  the  first  ten  miles 
had  previously  been  sold.  By  this  condition  nearly 
all  the.  odd  sections  in  Morrison  county  were  held 
to  fill  the  railroad  grant. 

After  the  Minnesota  and  Pacific  railroad  com- 
pany had  forfeited  their  rights  to  this  grant,  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota,  by  an  act  approved  on 
the  10th  of  March,  1862,  turned  this  grant  over 
to  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  company.  This  com- 
pany completed  the  line  of  road  from  St.  Paul  to 
Sauk  Rapids,  where  it  stopped  for  several  years. 
In  1871,  the  company  commenced  this  line  to 
Brainerd,  to  connect  with  the  Northern  Pacific, 
and  continued  the  effort  into  1872,  when  the 
grading  was  nearly  completed  and  about  three 
miles  of  track  laid  south  from  Brainerd.  On  the 
failure  of  Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  of  New  York,  the 
work  stopped,  and  never  was  resumed  by  the  same 
company.  After  failing  to  fulfill  a number  of 
promises  looking  to  a completion  of'  the  road,  the 
State  Legislature,  by  an  act  approved  March  1st, 
1877,  declared  the  right  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  to  build  the  line  from 
Sauk  Rapids  to  Brainerd  forfeited,  with  all  aid 
appointed  for  its  construction.  The  same  act 
specified  I he  eoiulit  ions  on  which  any  other  com- 
pany might  build  the  road,  and  enjoy  the  emolu- 
ments arising  from  the  land  grant.  One  section 
of  the  act  provided  that  persons  who  had  settled 
upon  any  portion  of  the  land  of  the  grant,  and 
resided  upon  the  same  at  the  time  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill,  should  have  the  right  to  enter  their 
< claims  under  the  homestead,  or  pre-emption  laws. 
Under  this  provision,  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
claims  were  filed  at  the  Governor’s  ollice  in  St. 
Paul,  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  of  which  were 
allowed;  and  those  who  for  any  cause  were  not 
entitled  to  enter  the  lands  they  claimed,  and  had 
improved  them,  were  allowed  to  purchase  them  of 
the  Railroad  Company  at  Government  price.  On 


i .11  li.'.  uJ 


. v;  rO'l-'r  ■> 


1 1 ‘ 


y . [’I  ,F)  v !*■>!  f l 1 1 

nr  ■ .'-hi  . .1  K-nvm 

. , !■■  :■  if  'nil  • 

' 


. ■ ■ 1 ■ • •'  ■ ’ 9ll-i 

. ' , f„-  V : ■ • - in  “ ’ ' ‘ 1 * ! ■ T ''nI  ■ 

' ■ . ■ 


: f <>l  i "!  .ill '!  Vi  ■'¥  .>¥'  ’-l>  ' ' ' 


(I  I 111 

.i,,w  ail'  .i  ■■nrS'W-  1 ,m';L 

, - ;; i ! Fa, JO  41  ! „ i tivtllv 

, / jtttff  p-  ’ non  ii 


BELLE  PEAT  LITE  TOWNSHIP. 


591 


BELLE  PRAIRIE. 


the  2d  of  May,  1877,  the  Western  Railroad  Com- 
pany of  Minnesota,  informed  the  Governor  of  the 
State  that  they  were  ready  to  construct  the  road 
in  accordance  with  the  terms  named  in  the  act  of 
March  1st,  1877,  and  on'  receiving  his  approval, 
commenced  the  work,  and  completed  the  road  in 
tl i(i  month  of  November  of  that  year,  establishing 
three  stations  in  the  county,  one  at  Royalton,  one 
at  Little  Falls,  and  one  at  Belle  Prairie,  since 
which  time  the  road  has  been  in  active  operation. 

The  Little  Falls  and  Dakota  railroad,  a line 
leading  from  Little  Falls  westward  by  way  of 
Sauk  Centre,  Glcnwood,  and  Morrison,  to  Brown’s 
Valley,  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  State,  was 
projected  in  1872.  The  Legislature  of  Min- 
nesota passed  an  act  in  the  latter  year 
authorizing  the  St.  Paul  and  Pacific  rail- 
road company  to  construct  this  line  of  road 
as  a branch  line.  They  failed  to  build  the 
road  in  the  specified  time,  and  no  further  ac- 
tion was  taken  until  the  fall  of  1878,  when  a con- 
vention was  called  to  meet  at  Sauk  Centre  on  the 
23d  of  January,  1879.  On  the  day  following,  a 
company  called  the  Little  Falls  and  Dakota  Rail- 
road Company  was  organized,  with  J.  G.  Whitte- 
moro,  of  Glcnwood,  President;  N.  Richardson,  of 
Little  Falls,  Vice  President;  E.  P.  Barnum,  of 
Sauk  Centre,  Secretary;  and  J.  M.  Moore,  of  Mor- 
rison, Treasurer.  By  special  legislation,  all  the 
towns  and  counties  along  the  line,  except  Mor- 
rison county,  submitted  the  proposition  for  aid  in 
constructing  the  road  at  the  fall  election,  in  No- 
vember, 1879,  which  election  authorized  the  issu- 
ing of  bonds.  The  amount  asked  was  #200,000. 
The  amount  to  be  raised  by  Morrison  county  was 
#35,000.  The  following  spring,  Morrison  county 
vob'il  to  issue  bonds  by  a majority  vote  of  seven- 
ty five.  A partial  survey  of  the  line  was  ell’ected 
during  the  fall  of  187!).  The  same  company  re- 
organized on  the  17th  of  September,  1879,  at 
which  time  Hon  William  Crooks,  of  St.  Paul,  was 
chosen  President;  Charles  A.  DcGrall',  of  Janes- 
ville', Vice  President;  E.  P.  Barnum,  of  Sauk  Cen- 
tro, Secretary;  and  L.  E.  Reed,  of  St.  Paul,  Treas- 
urer. By  the  energy  of  the  President,  arrange- 
ments have  been  perfected  with  capitalists  whereby 
the  building  of  the  road  is  assured.  In  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  contract,  work  must  be 
commenced  prior  to  the  1st  of  July,  1880.  In 
obedience  to  this  requirement  ground  was  broken 
on  this  road,  at  Little  Falls,  on  the  25th  of  June, 
1880. 


CHAPTER  CXXXTX. 
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.schools — moult  Arn  icaij. 

Belle  Prairie  lies  in  the  northern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  extends  from  the  Mississippi  river 
to  Mille  Lacs  county.  It  contains  upwards  of  six 
congressional  townships,  or  152,320  acres,  2,102 
of  which  are  under  cultivation. 

A strip  of  prairie,  varying  from  one  and  a half 
to  two  and  a half  miles  in  width,  skirts  the  river, 
back  of  which,  the  surface  is  more  rolling,  and  in 
places,  qirite  broken.  Progressing  eastward,  heavy 
timber  appears,  cliielly  of  the  different  varieties  of 
hardwood,  excepting  in  the  northern  and  eastern 
part,  where  there  is  a considerable  acreage  of  pine 
land. 

The  first  white  settler  in  this  part  of  the  county 
was  Frederick  Ayer,  a native  of  Stockbridge,  Mas- 
sachusetts. In  youth  lie  had  studied  for  the  min- 
istry, but  owing  to  failing  health,  he  became  a 
missionary  among  the  Indians  of  the  Northwest. 
In  the  fall  of  1818,  he  came  to  this  locality  in 
search  of  a location  for  an  Indian  school,  lie  re- 
moved his  family  here  the  following  spring,  erected 
a building,  and  opened  a school  for  the  Winnebago 
children;  remained  until  after  the  close  of  the 
civil  war,  when  he  went  to  Georgia  as  a teacher 
for  the  freedmen,  where  his  useful  life  ended  in 
18(i7. 

Harrison  Fletcher  made  a claim  on  section  six, 
township  11  north,  range  31  west,  but  after  sev- 
eral years,  removed  to  Minneapolis  where  la1  now 
lives,  lb'  was  accompanied  by  Ids  brother,  Ben- 
jamin, who  made  a claim  near  him,  but  is  now 
dead.  Asher  Adams  settled  on  section  one  in  the 
same  township  in  1851,  where  lie  resided  until  his 
death  in  1801.  Dr.  William  Lewis  also  settled 
near  the  others  in  1851,  and  made  it  his  home  for 
several  years. 

Prominent  among  the  pioneers  who  soon  fol- 
lowed were,  O.  A.  Coe,  F.  J.  Farraml,  and  T. 
Hamilton.  Anton  Bisson  came  in  1853,  and  was 
the  first  French  Canadian  to  settle  in  the  town. 
Ho  was  soon  followed  by  a number  of  his  country- 
men, who  form  a majority  of  the  present  popu- 
lation. 

A portion  of  the  western  part  of  this  township 
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was  included  iu  the  Fort  Ripley  Reservation  until 
the  siiring  of  1878,  when  it  was  thrown  open  to 
settlors- 

Frank  Howard  obtained  permission  from  the 
War  Department  to  open  a farm  on  section  three, 
iu  IK, 58,  and  availed  himself  of  the  privilege  the 
same  vcar.  This  was  but  a short  distance  from 
the  Fort,  and  lie  remained  until  18(12. 

The  first  death  in  the  township  was  a son  of  Fred- 
erick Ayer,  named  Frederick  E.,  who  died  on  the 
6th  of  August,  1849. 

The  first  marriage  was  Benjamin  Fletcher  and 
Miss  Jane  Forbes,  in  1852  or  ’53. 

Belle  Prairie  was  organized  by  the  County  Com- 
missioners on  the  25th  of  March,  1859,  and  the 
following  oflicers  appointed:  F.  Ayer,  Supervisor; 
S.  T.  Hamilton,  Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  E.  Tay- 
lor, Clerk  The  first  election  was  held  on  the  5tli 
of  April  following,  and  a full  set  of  officers  chosen, 
as  follows  : Supervisors,  J.  E.  Amiot,  Chairman,  F. 
Ayer,  and  T.  Bellefeialle;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
William  Lewis  and  J.  E.  Amiot;  Clerk,  E.  Taylor; 
Assessor,  D.  Mason;  Collector,  S.  T.  Hamilton, 
Constables,  L).  Mason  and  H.  Houde;  and  Over- 
seer of  Roads,  0.  A.  Coe. 

Mr.  Ayer  was  a regularly  ordained  Congrega- 
tional Minister,  and  held  services  in  his  school 
house  soon  after  its  completion.  About  1854, 
meetings  were  held  in  the  same  building  by  the 
Methodist  denomination,  who  assisted  in  the  man- 
agement of  the  school  for  a time.  Rev.  E.  New- 
ton, Congregntionalist,  was  located  here  in  1875, 
and  succeeded  by  Rev.  IX  W.  Rosenkranz.  The 
congregation  is  now  regularly  visited  by  the  Rev 
Mr.  Hull,  of  Little  Falls. 

The  first  Catholic  services  were  held  by  Father 
Pierz,  in  the  house  of  Anton  Bisson,  in  the  fall  of 
1853.  Mass  was  conducted  at  this  place  until 
1855,  when  a chapel  was  erected,  and  Father  Buch 
placed  in  charge.  In  1877,  a more  commodious 
edifice  was  commenced.  It  was  finished  and  dedi- 
cated on  the  10th  of  October,  1880.  This  is  called 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Family,  and  is  under  the 
charge  of  Father  Fortier. 

A convent  was  built,  adjoining  the  church,  in 
1872,  and  a Sister’s  school  established.  There  is 
also  a substantial  frame  parsonage  on  the  grounds. 

As  before  stated,  Mr.  Ayer  opened  a school  here 
for  the  Indian  children  in  1849.  The  funds  for 
the  erection  of  buildings  and  support  of  the  school, 
which  employed  a number  of  teachers,  was  col- 
lected by  Mrs.  Ayers  for  that  purpose,  in  the  New 


England  states.  After  the  immigration  of  settlers 
began,  quite  a number  of  white  children  attended, 
but  on  the  removal  of  the  Indians  and  establish- 
ment of  district  schools,  the  enterprise  was  aban- 
doned. 

The  first  district  was  organized  about  1856,  and 
school  held  the  same  year  by  a Miss  Cunningham 
in  the  old  mission  school  building.  A school  house 
was  built  near  this  spot  in  1865,  and  the  present 
building  erected  ten  years  later.  There  arc  a num- 
ber of  schools  now  kept  in  the  township  during  the 
regular  terms. 

Gravelville. — In  1876,  Charles  Gravel  made  a 
claim  on  the-  Platte  river,  in  the  southeastern  por- 
tion of  the  town.  There  is  a good  mill  site  at  this 
point,  and  Mr.  Gravel  and  a brother  at  once  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a flour  and  saw  mill.  The 
mills  were  completed,  and  soon  after,  D.  O.  Goulet 
became  a partner.  In  1878,  F.  X.  Goulet  pur- 
chased his  brother’s  interest,  and  the  following 
year,  a general  store  was  opened.  This  company 
has  done  a very  successful  business  at  this  place 
and  are  now  making  valuable  improvements. 

A steam  saw  mill  was  also  built  near  the  mis- 
sion school  on  the  Mississippi  river,  by  a company, 
in  1855.  It  afterwards  became  the  property  of  F. 
Ayer,  who  sold  it  to  Mr.  Luther  in  1860.  It  was 
taken  down  and  removed  some  years  afterwards. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Frederick  Aver,  (deceased)  at  an  early  date,  was 
sent  by  the  American  board  of  foreign  missions,  to 
Minnesota.  His  first  mission  was  at  Sandy  Lake, 
where  he  spent  the  year  of  1831.  Then,  returning  to 
his  former  home  at  Mackinaw,  he  married,  and  in  a 
short  time,  was  sent  to  Yellow  Lake,  where  he  re- 
mained a year  and  went  to  Pokeguma  Lake.  In 
1843,  he  moved  to  Red  Lake,  was  there  for  seven 
years,  and  finally  came  to  Belle  Prairie.  Here  he 
started  a mission  school  which  he  and  his  wife 
conducted  till  the  Winnebagoes  were  removed.  Mr. 
Ayer  then  engaged  in  farming  until  1863,  when 
he  went  to  Atlanta,  Georgia,  as  Financial  Agent 
for  the  American  Missionary  Association,  which 
position  ho  held  until  his  death,  in  1866. 

Lyman  W.  Ayer,  a son  of  the  subject  of  our 
last  sketch,  was  born  at  the  Pokeguma  Mission, 
Minnesota,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1834,  being  the 
first  white  child  born  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
After  living  with  his  parents  till  1862,  lie  enlisted 
iu  the  Second  Minnesota  Light  Artillery,  and 
served  till  the  close  of  tho  war.  Then,  for  three 
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years,  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  one  year 
in  Tennessee,  and  two  at  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Re- 
turning to  this  State,  Mr.  Ayer  was  employed  in  a 
store  at  Little  Ralls  for  a short  time,  and  then 
came  to  Hello  I’rairie,  settling  on  the  old  home- 
stead, where,  he  now  lives. 

Michel  Aroux,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  horn  in  Canada  East  on  the  17th  of  April, 
1833.  When  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  visited  New 
York  and  Vermont,  returning  to  Canada  in  about 
a year.  In  1854,  he  came  to  Belle  Prairie,  Minne- 
sota, and  purchased  his  farm,  where,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  years  when  he  was  visiting,  ho 
has  since  lived.  On  the  15tli  of  April,  1801,  he 
was  married  to  Margaret  Ladoux.  They  have 
seven  children. 

Albert  Baiibeau  was  horn  in  the  province  of 
Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  14th  of  March,  1852. 
When  an  infant,  he  was  taken  by  his  brother-in- 
law,  who  came  to  Minnesota  in  18C5,  and  located 
at  Belle  Prairie.  In  187(1,  Mr.  Barbeau  purchased 
the  farm  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  the  9th  of  January,  1878,  to  Miss  A.  Char- 
tier,  who  has  borne  him  two  children. 

G.  Bisson  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  23d  of 
October,  1828.  In  1859,  he  came  to  Ohio,  and 
for  three  years,  was  employed  in  a brick-yard; 
then  for  about  seven  years,  was  engaged  in  Il- 
linois and  Iowa,  furnishing  wood  for  steamers  on 
the  Mississippi  river.  After  coming  to  Minnesota, 
he  resided  in  Anoka  and  Kandiyohi  counties  un- 
til 1879,  when  he  came  to  Belle  Prairie  and  settled 
on  his  present  farm. 

John  W.  Ball  was  born  in  Onondaga  county, 
New  York,  on  the  1st  of  November,  1832.  In 
1854,  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  after  two  years, 
visited  his  native  place,  hut  soon  returned  again 
to  Wisconsin.  In  1859,  Mr.  Ball  went  to  Pike’s 
Peak,  and  spent  the  greater  portion  of  the  time 
for  five  years,  in  hunting  in  the  mountains.  Go- 
ing from  there  to  Montana,  ho  carried  on  a stock 
and  hay  rancho  for  six  years.  Then,  after  spend- 
ing a short  time  in  Salt  Lake,  Mr.  Ball  returned 
to  New  York  in  1870,  and  the  same  year,  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Kate  Seibert.  They  came  to 
Little  Falls  in  1880,  and  purchased  their  present 
farm. 

Anton  Bisson  was  born  in  Wisconsin  on  the  2d 
of  March,  1828.  When  he  was  a child,  his  pa- 
rents moved  to  their  former  home  in  Canada, 
where  Anton  lived  until  sixteen  years  old,  after 
which  ho  was  employed  by  the  American  Fur 


Company,  under  the  charge  of  his  uncle,  Clement 
Bolio.  His  business  carried  him  throughout  the 
Northwest,  and  from  the  head  of  the  Mississippi 
river  to  St.  Louis.  For  nine  years,  Mr.  Bisson 
was  engaged  in  this  business,  traveling  from  one 
trading  post  to  another.  In  passing  through  Mor- 
rison county  ho  was  favorably  impressed  with  the 
country,  and  in  1853,  returned,  purchased  a farm, 
and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Amelia  Houde  in  1854.  They  have  had 
thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living. 

Felix  Baistien  was  born  in  the  district  of  Three 
Rivers,  Canada,  on  the  15th  of  July,  1836.  When 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  to  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, where  he  was  employed  for  a few  months 
in  a saw  mill.  Removing  to  Little  Falls,  he  was 
in  the  same  occupation  during  summers,  and  in 
the  woods  in  winter.  In  1856,  he  came  to  Bello 
Prairie,  where  he  has  since  remained,  carrying  on 
his  farm.  On  the  27th  of  October,  1862,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Adeline  Fournier.  They  have  had 
nine  children,  and  eight  are  living. 

P.  J.  Berk  was  horn  in  Europe  on  the  12th  of 
June,  1845.  Until  1870,  he  worked  at  farming  in 
his  native  country,  and  then  came  to  America.  Mr. 
Berk  came  directly  to  Morrison  county,  taking  a 
homestead  in  the  town  of  Pierz,  where  he  lived  un- 
til 1875.  He  then  purchased  a farm  in  this  town- 
ship, on  which  he  now  resides.  Mr.  Berk  also 
owns  eight  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Little  Falls, 
where  he  devotes  a part  of  his  time,  and  is  making 
extensive  improvements. 

O.  A.  Coe,  a native  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  2d  of  March,  1818.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age,  his  mother  died,  and  until 

1839,  he  was  employed  on  the  neighboring  farms. 
In  the  latter  year,  during  the  summer,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Illinois  and  Wisconsin.  In 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Coe  went  to  Taylor’s 
Falls,  going  on  the  first  steamer  ever  run  on  the 
St.  Croix  river.  During  the  winter  of  1839  and 

1840,  la;  was  engaged  in  tho  lumber  business,  and 
the  following  summer,  on  the  mission  farm  at  Po- 
lceguma  Lake.  In  1841,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  and 
three  years  later,  came  to  Red  Lake,  Beltrami 
county,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  Indian  agency 
farm.  In  1853,  Mr.  Coe  came  to  his  present  farm, 
being  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  the  town.  Miss 
Henrietta  Galawn  became  his  wife  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1844,  and  they  have  seven  children. 

A.  B.  Coe  was  horn  on  the  26th  of  January, 
1850,  at  Red  Lake,  Beltrami  county.  In  1853,  he 
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came  with  his  parents  to  Belle  Prairie,  and  worked 
on  the  farm  until  sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then 
went  to  Lake  Superior,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  In  1870,  he  came  to  Morrison 
county,  took  a claim  in  the  town  of  Piers:,  but 
soon  removed  to  Little  Falls.  In  1877,  Mr.  Coo 
came  to  his  present  farm.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Martha  Wilcox  on  the  2d  of  July,  1870. 
They  have  three  children. 

Moses  E.  Coe  was  also  boro  at  Red  Lake, 
Beltrami  county,  on  the  28th  of  August,  1852. 
When  he  was  an  infant  his  parents  moved  to  Belle 
Prairie,  where  he  assisted  his  father  on  a farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  after  which  he  de- 
voted his  time  to  hunting  and  lumbering.  In 
1877,  he  joined  the  Whitehead  party,  and  visited 
the  Black  Hills,  but  soon  returned  as  far  as  the 
Yellowstone,  where  he  took  a claim,  from  which 
he  supplied  the  steamers  on  the  river  with  wood. 
He  made  his  home  there  for  three  years,  and  on 
his  return  formed  a partnership  with  John  Gorst, 
erecting  a saw-mill  in  the  southern  part  of  Crow 
Wing  county,  which  they  operated  until  1881. 
After  disposing  of  the  mill,  Mr.  Coo  purchased  a 
farm  in  this  county,  and  was  married  on  the  11th 
of  January,  1881,  to  Miss  Mary  Gorst,  of  Boston. 

Aleck  Ciiaktier  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the 
7th  of  September,  1851.  When  he  was  three 
years  old  his  parents  moved  to  Illinois,  and  the 
following  year  came  to  Belle  Prairie.  In  18G9, 
Mr.  Cliartier  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  lumbering.  Three  year  later,  he  re- 
turned to  this  place,  and  in  1875,  purchased  the 
farm  where  lie  has  since  lived.  On  the  22d  of 
January,  1874,  Miss  Emily  Barbeau  became  his 
wife. 

Onestmus  Cilyndonnet  was  born  in  the  district 
of  Three  Rivers,  Canada,  on  the  18th  of  May,  1855. 
When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  came  to  Michigan, 
working  on  the  Saginaw  river.  Then,  removing  to 
Massachusetts,  he  was  employed  on  the  Hoosac 
Tunnel  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  has  since  resided  on  a farm.  Mr.  Chandonnet 
was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Brancliand  on  the  4tli 
of  July,  1879.  They  have  one  son. 

John  Clark  was  born  in  lower  Canada,  on  the 
21st  of  June,  18U7.  When  lie  was  about  three 
years  old,  his  parents  removed  to  Oneida  county, 
New  York,  and  subsequently  to  Herkimer  county. 
In  1829,  Mr.  Clark  went  to  Clinton  county,  where' 
ho  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade.  In  that  county 
he  filled  many  local  ollices,  and  had  oluirge  of  the 


Clinton  Prison.  In  18G9,  he  came  to  Belle  Prai- 
rie, and  for  ten  years  lived  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  township,  then,  came  to  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided.  On  the  11th  of'  January,  1870,  Miss 
Mary  Ann  Davis  became  his  wife. 

Joseph  Doucet  was  born  in  the;  district  of  Three 
Rivers,  Canada,  on  the  12th  of  July,  1835.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1853,  and  was  em- 
ployed for  a time  in  detroit,  Michigan,  and  in  the 
woods  near  Lake  Superior,  after  which  he  came 
to  Crow  Wing  in  a birch  bark  canoe,  arriving  there 
in  1856,  and  was  afterwards  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  Mr.  Doucet  then  moved  to  Otter  Lake 
and  opened  a hotel,  which  he  carried  on  for  a few 
years,  and  in  18G2,  came  to  Belle  Prairie.  After 
going  from  here  to  Crow  Wing,  Fort  Garry,  and 
Little  Falls,  he  returned  to  this  township,  and  has 
since  made  it  his  home.  He  married  Miss  Julia 
Aroux.  They  have  had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom 
are  living. 

John  Demars  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the  6th 
of  April,  1850.  He  resided  with  his  parents  until 
nineteen  years  of  age,  then  moved  to  New  Jersey, 
and  thence  to  Massachusetts,  where  lie  lived  for 
live  years.  In  about  1875,  he  went  to  Green 
Bay,  Wisconsin,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter 
trade.  Then,  after  living  in  Winona  and-  St.  Paul, 
he  was  employed  about  fifteen  months  in  the  cop- 
per mines  of  Lake  Superior.  In  1876,  Mr.  De- 
mars  came  to  this  township,  worked  at  his  trade 
for  two  years,  and  then  purchase  a farm,  which 
has  since  been  his  home. 

Cykiac  Du  Fort  was  born  in  Montreal,  Canada, 
on  the  13th  of  September,  1815.  He  assisted  his 
father  in  a meat  market  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
then  moved  to  Vermont,  and  the  following  year, 
to  Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  woods 
during  the  winters  and  on  the  lakes  in  summers. 
After  living  a few  years  in  New  York,  he  was  en- 
gaged, for  ten  years,  as  fireman  on  the  steamers 
of  Lake  Champlain.  Then  went  to  St.  Johns, 
Canada,  where  he  opened  a meat  market,  which 
he  carried  on  till  1855,  and  came  to  Belle  Prairie, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  Miss  Mary  Trablai  be- 
came his  wife  on  the  27th  of  February,  1813. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  only  one  of  whom 
is  living. 

Rev.  J.  Fortier  was  boro  in  Quebec,  Canada, 
on  the  19th  of  July,  1854.  He  attended  the  Nic- 
ollet College,  in  Canada,  ami  graduated  at  the 
ago  of  eighteen  years.  Then  took  up  a theologi- 
cal course,  which  he  continued  at  the  same  place 
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for  two  yearn,  and  then  went  to  the  Grand  Semi- 
nary of  Three  Rivers  for  one  year.  In  1875,  he 
was  ordained  by  Bishop  La  Fleche,  and  remained 
at  the  Seminary  as  an  assistant,  till  1879.  In  the 
latter  year  he  eanin  to  Orooliston,  M innesota,  where 
ho  had  charge  of  the  missionary  work  from 
Crookston  to  St.  Vincent.  In  1880,  he  came  to 
this  township,  where  he  has  charge  of  the  church 
of  The  Holy  Family. 

F.  J.  Farrand  was  born  in  Chittenden  county, 
Vermont,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1832.  He  learned 
the  carpenter  trade  of  his  father,  working  at  it 
near  Lis  home  and  in  Hartford  until  1855.  In 
the  latter  year  he  came  to  Belle  Prairie,  worked  at 
his  trade  for  two  years  and  returned  to  Vermont. 
In  1801,  he  came  again  to  this  place  and  pur- 
chased his  present  farm.  The  following  spring 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  First  Minnesota 
Infantry,  served  till  the  close  of  the  war  and  re- 
turned to  his  farm.  Mr.  Farrand  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  E.  Hamilton  on  the  16th  of  October, 
1850.  They  have  had  nine  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  living. 

Narotske  Gravel,  a native  of  Lower  Canada, 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  November,  1838.  When 
young,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  of  his 
father,  at  which  he  worked  until  coming  to  Min- 
nesota, in  1858.  After  his  arrival  in  this  State,  he 
made  his  home  at  Crow  Wing,  but  was  employed 
at  his  trade  by  the  Government,  at  Red  Lake, 
White  Earth,  and  other  places  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  State.  In  1870,  he  located  in  what  is 
now  known  as  Brainerd,  building  one  of  the  first 
houses  in  that  section.  Six  years  later,  ho  came 
to  Belle  Prairie  and  assisted  his  brother  in  the 
erection  of  the  mills  at  Gravelville,  and  finally  lo- 
cated on  his  present  farm,  which  he  had  previously 
taken  as  a homestead.  Mr.  Gravel  was  married 
to  Mias  Exida  Crouinard  on  the  30th  of  January, 
1862. 

Charles  Gravel,  the  original  owner,  and  now 
one  of  the  principal  owners  of  the  village  of  Grav- 
elville, was  born  in  the  city  of  Montreal,  Canada, 
on  the  15th  of  December,  1846.  He  removed  to 
Wisconsin  in  1867,  and  the  following  spring,  to 
Crow  Wing  village.  A few  months  later  he  was 
employed  by  the  Government  at  Leech  Lake,  re- 
maining in  that  employ  for  two  years.  During 
the  years  of  1872  and  1873,  ho  owned  and  oper- 
ated the  ferry  at  Crow  Wing.  Then,  after  being 
in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  a short  time,  he  moved  to  Little  Falls, 


and  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  for 
two  years.  In  1876,  Mr.  Gravel,  in  partnership 
with  Henry  Rasico,  took  the  contract  for  carrying 
the  mail  from  Ht.  Cloud  to  Brainerd,  being  in  the 
business  for  two  and  a half  years.  In  the  same 
year  (1876)  he  also  commenced  the  erection  of  a 
saw  and  grist  mill  and  store  at  Belle  Prairie,  to 
which,  since  1878,  he  has  devoted  his  entire  atten- 
tion. On  the  25th  of  November,  1874,  lie  was 
married  to  Miss  L.  Brown,  who  lias  borne  him 
four  children. 

F.  X.  Goulet,  a native  of  Quebec,  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  28th  of  November,  1844.  Previous  to 
coming  to  Michigan,  he  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
bering business  in  Canada.  After  living  in  Michi- 
gan.a short  time,  he  moved  to  Oconto  county, Wis- 
consin, and  was  in  the  lumber  business  there.  In 
1867,  he  came  to.  Little  Falls,  and  three  years 
later,  formed  a partnership  with  Mr.  Lefond,  and 
opened  a meat  market.  In  1873,  a branch  shop 
was  started  at  Brainerd,  Mr.  Goulet  having  charge 
of  it.  He  was  a member  of  the  first  City  Council 
of  Brainerd,  and  was  elected  County  Auditor  in 
1873,  which  ollice  he  held  for  five  years.  In  1876, 
he  was  elected  a member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  this  district.  Two  years  later,  he 
purchased  his  brother’s  interest  in  the  mills  and 
store  at  Belle  Prairie  station,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  time  to  his  largely  increasing  business. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Adelaide  Duclos,  on  the 
1 7 tli  of  February,  1871.  They  have  had  five 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

William  Harrison,  a native  of  Lincolnshire, 
England,  was  born  on  the  17th  of  January,  1826; 
He  was  employed  at  fanning  until  coming  to 
America  in  1851.  After  living  in  the  vicinity  of 
Janesville,  Wisconsin,  a few  months,  he  moved  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  in  1855,  came  to  Little  Falls, 
where,  for  several  years,  he  was  engaged  in  team- 
ing from  St.  Paul.  He  purchased  a farm  in  Belle 
Prairie,  on  which  he  lived  until  1872,  when  he 
came  to  his  present  farm.  For  twenty  successive 
years,  Mr.  Harrison  was  Assessor  of  this  town, 
and  was  also  County  Commissioner  for  one  term. 
He  was  married  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hainan,  on  the 
31st  of  May,  1857.  They  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living. 

().  Kino,  a pioneer  of  this  town,  was  born  on 
the  17th  of  March,  1830,  in  Montreal,  Canada. 
When  about  twenty-two  years  of  age,  he  came  to 
Chippewa  county,  Wisconsin,  where  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  In  1854,  ho  came 
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to  this  town,  purchased  a farm,  and  has  since  de- 
voted his  time  to  its  cultivation.  On  the  18th  of 
November,  1860,  he  was  married  to  Miss  P.  La- 
doux.  They  have  had  thirteen  children,  and  ten 
are  living. 

Guenon  G.  Kimrall,  was  born  in  Hollis,  York 
county,  Maine,  on  the  22d  of  October,  1825.  His 
father  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
and  George  assisted  him  until  eighteen  years  of 
age.  Ho  then  went  to  Saco,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  spinner,  at  which  he  worked  until  1855. 
Ho  came  to  Green  Prairie,  Morrison  county,  in 
June,  of  the  latter  year,  being  the  second  settler 
in  the  town.  In  October,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Fourth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  for 
three  years.  On  receiving  his  discharge,  he  came 
to  the  town  of  Two  Rivers,  Morrison  county, 
where  he  resided  on  a farm  until  1879.  He  then 
came  to  this  town  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 
He  was  married  on  the  27tli  of  March,  1848,  to 
Miss  Itubie  W.  Haekott.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, live  of  whom  are  living. 

James  F.  Kimrall  was  born  in  Lawrence,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the ,8th  of  January,  1851.  His  fa- 
ther came  to  Morrison  county  in  1855,  and  the 
family  the  following  year.  When  his  father  en- 
listed in  the  army,  they  lived  in  different  parts  of 
the  county,  and  on  his  return  settled  in  the  town 
of  Two  Rivers.  In  1872,  James  took  a farm  in 
the  latter  place,  where  lie  lived  until  coming  to 
this  town  in  1879.  Here  he  purchased  the  farm 
which  has  since  been  his  home.  On  the  27th  of 
October,  1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sora  Ann 
Roll’,  and  they  have  four  children. 

Michel  Ladoux  was  born  in  Canada  East,  on 
the  22d  of  January,  1823.  He  was  employed  at 
farming  in  his  native  place,  until  1846,  when  lie 
moved  to  Illinois.  In  1855,  Mr.  Ladoux  came  to 
Hello  Prairie,  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
for  about  three  years,  and  then  purchased  the  farm 
where  he  has  since  lived. 

Joseph  Ladoux  was  born  in  Illinois  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1839.  He  came  with  the  family  to 
Relic  Prairie,  and  was  employed  on  the  neighbor- 
ing farms  and  in  the  pineries.  In  1872,  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  on  which  he  has  resided 
since  1877.  Mr.  Ladoux  was  married  on  the  5th 
of  October,  1877,  to  Miss  0.  Doucet,  who  has 
borne  him  three  children,  two  of  whom  arc  living. 

John  R.  Laeond  was  born  in  the  district  of 
Three  Rivers,  Canada,  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1848.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to 


Michigan  and  was  employed  for  a short  time  in 
the  iron  mines  of  Lake  Superior.  He  then  moved 
to  Green  Ray,  Wisconsin,  remained  for  a short 
time  and  came  to  Little  Falls.  Soon  after,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Relic  Prairie,  resided  there  for  a 
time,  and  moved  to  Rrainerd,  where  lie  was  en- 
gaged in  a meat  market.  In  1877,  Mr.  Lafond 
returned  to  Relle  Prairie,  purchased  a farm,  and 
has  since  carried  it  on,  in  connection  with  the 
lumber  business,  in  which  he  has  been  extensively 
engaged  during  the  winter  months.  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Grinier  became  his  wife  on  the  15th  of  De- 
cember,  1870.  They  have  live  children. 

Edward  W.  Malijurn  was  born  in  Canada,  on 
the  23d  of  December,  1830.  When  he  was  an 
infant  his  parents  moved  to  New  York,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  various  pursuits  until  1868.  In 
the  latter  year,  he  came  to  Belle  Prairie,  devoted 
most  of  his  time  to  farming,  and  in  1877,  moved 
to  his  present  home. 

David  Morin  was  born  in  the  district  of  Three 
Rivers,  Canada,  on  the  22d  of  July,  1820.  At  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  he  commenced  lumbering  and 
making  square  timber  on  the- Ottawa  river.  In 
1842,  came  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  where  he  was 
employed  in  a saw-mill  for  four  years.  Mr.  Morin 
spent  one  winter  in  St.  Louis,  and  then  entered 
the  employ  of  the  American  Fur  Company,  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  in  the  Rocky  Mountains. 
For  three  years  he  was  in  the  lumber  business 
on  the  Chippewa  river,  then  moved  to  Belle  Plaine 
in  the  Minnesota  valley,  and  in  1857,  purchased  a 
farm  in  this  town,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 

Charles  Pelkey,  a native  of  Nicollet,  Canada, 
was  born  in  May,  1823.  When  fifteen  years  old, 
he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  West- 
port,  New  York,  and  was  employed  on  a farm  for 
some  ten  or  twelve  years.  Then,  moving  to  Essex 
county  ho  purchased  a farm,  resided  there  for 
several  years  and  moved  to  Vermont.  After  re- 
turning to  New  York  and  remaining  for  some 
time,  he  came  to  Minnesota  in  1866;  lived  in 
Little  Falls  one  year,  and  then  came  to  this  town 
which  has  since  been  his  home. 

Samuel  Tkuusy  was  born  in  Delaware  county, 
New  York,  on  the  20th  of  April,  1850.  At  the 
age  of  eight  years  lie  came  to  Minnesota  with  his 
father,  who  soon  returned  to  New  York.  Mr. 
Tribby  mitered  the  employ  of  a St.  Paul  grocery 
house,  where  lie  remained  for  three  years.  For 
the  next  six  years  lie  was  engaged  in  lumbering, 
and  also  on  the  river  steamboats.  In  I860,  he  was 
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employed  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, remaining;  until  1872.  Then,  alter  visiting 
the  east,  he  returned  to  thin  State  and  wan  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business,  putting  in  about 
live  million  feet  of  logs  a year.  In  the  spring  of 
1881,  Mr.  Tribby  came  to  this  township  and 
opened  a general  merchandise  store  on  section 
fourteen.  On  the  4th  of  September,  1873,  Miss 
Catharine  E.  Ireland  became  his  wife.  They  have 
had  two  children,  but  one  of  whom  is  living. 

Thomas  M.  Wilcox,  a native  of  Essex  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  June,  1841. 
In  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-first  New  York 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  eighteen  months,  re- 
enlisted in  the  United  States  Regular  Artillery 
and  served  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  his 
native  State  and  lived  until  coming  to  Belle 
Prairie  in  1808.  Here  he  rented  a farm  for  a few 
years,  and  in  1871,  purchased  his  present  home. 
In  1875,  Mr.  Wilcox  visited  Texas,  resided  there 
for  two  years,  and  returned  to  his  farm  in  this 
place.  Miss  Lydia  A.  Segnor  became  his  wife  on 
the  31st  ( if  December,  1805.  The  have  five  children. 


BELLEVUE. 

CHAPTER  CXL. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION — EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION  CHURCHES SCHOOLS- — VILLAGE  OF 

ROYALTON MANUFACTURING BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Bellevue  lie's  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  on  the  south  by  Benton  county.  It  em- 
braces an  area  of  about  28,800  acres,  of  which 
about  2,000  are  under  cultivation. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  John  McGilles, 
a Scotchman,  who  made  a claim  in  1852;  he  soon 
sold  out  to  John  B.  Hearing,  and  removed  to  Crow 
Wing.  Duncan  McDougal  and  Hugh  Patterson 
made  claims  on  sections  twenty  and  twenty-one 
about  the  same  time,  but  both  have  moved  away. 
Rev.  R.  D.  Kenney  was  for  many  years  a mission- 
ary among  the  Indians,  and  settled  on  section 
thirty-five  about  1853.  He  was  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, but  does  not  now  live  here.  P.  A.  Green,  a 
native  of  New  York,  came  in  the  fall  of  1854,  and 
took  a claim  in  section  thirty-five,  on  part  of  which 
f lic  present  village  of  Royalton  is  located.  Mr. 


Green  still  owns  the  property  but  resides  in  Benton 
county.  Among  other  early  settlers  were,  Richard 
Lambert,  Daniel  Lambert,  William  Trask,  Stephen 
Hill,  Mathias  Roof,  Sylvester  Henenlotte.r,  and  Jas- 
per II.  Hill;  a further  notice  of  some  of  the  above, 
appears  hereafter.  These  pioneers  all  settled  near 
the  river,  but  in  a few  years  the  settlement  extended 
towards  the  interior,  and  the  township  is  now  quite 
well  settled. 

This  town  was  organized  in  the  spring  of  1858, 
and  at  that  time  consisted  of  a strip  of  territory 
six  miles  wide  from  north  to  south,  and  extending 
twenty-eight  miles  east,  to  the  county  line.  A 
tract  eighteen  miles  in  -length  was  detached  in 
1874,  and  formed  into  Buckman  township,  and  in 
1881,  eighteen  sections  more  were  taken  from  the 
east  side  and  added  to  the  latter  town,  thus  reduc- 
ing Bellevue  to  its  present  limits.  Among  the 
first  town  officers  were:  R.  Lambert,  Chairman  of 
Supervisors;  D.  McDougal,  Clerk;  William  Trask, 
Treasurer;  J.  H.  Hill,  Constable;  John  McGilles, 
Justice  of  the  Peace;  and  John  Frye,  Assessor.  S. 
Ilenenlotter  was  also  one  of  the  Supervisors. 

Village  of  Royalton. — In.  1878,  P.  A.  Green 
surveyed  and  platted  a portion  of  his  land  on  sec- 
tion thirty- five,  and  named  it  Royalton,  but  did 
not  record  the  plat.  In  1879,  J.  D.  Logan  pur- 
chased a portion  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  sec- 
tion thirty-five,  and  had  it  surveyed,  platted,  and 
recorded,  the  jdat  also  bearing  the  name  of  Royal- 
ton. Subsequently,  Mr.  Green  recorded  his  plat, 
but,  although  it  is  the  original  town,  yet  it  occu- 
pies the  position  of  an  addition.  The  village  is 
located  on  the  Platte  river,  on  the  line  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  railroad,  and  near  the  south  line 
of  the  county.  It  contains  two  general  stores, 
two  blacksmith  shops,  one  saw  mill,  two  churches, 
a warehouse,  elevator,  Post-office,  etc. 

The  saw  mill  is  run  by  steam,  and  is  operated 
by  J.  D.  Logan  & Co.  It  was  erected  in  1879, 
and  has  a daily  capacity  of  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
thousand  feet.  It  also  contains  one  run  of  stone 
for  grinding  feed. 

Religious  meetings  were  held  at  the  house  of 
J.  B.  Hearing,  by  Stephen  Hill,  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  as  early  as  185G.  That  denomination  ap- 
pointed Rev.  Mr.  Hoople  as  the  first  regular  pas- 
tor, but  the  congrcgetion  has  not  been  very  reg- 
ularly supplied. 

There  is  a Presbyterian  organization,  which 
erected  a church  in  the  village  of  Royalton  in 
1880. 
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A Protestant  Episcopal  church  was  also  built  in 
1880.  It  is  visited  once  a month  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Hawley,  of  St.  Cloud. 

The  pioneer  missionary,  Father  Pierz,  held  mass 
at  the  house  of  Sylvester  Henenlotter  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1855,  but  as  there  are  but  few  Catholics  in 
the  town,  no  organization  has  been  effected. 

The  first  school  in  the  township  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Jasper  Hill,  on  section  twenty-two,  in 
1857.  Mrs.  Hill  was  the  teacher.  A small  frame 
school  house  was  built  the  following  year  on  sec- 
tion twenty-one,  and  in  1870,  the  present  building 
erected  on  section  twenty-seven.  There  are  two 
organized  districts  in  the  township,  the  other  not 
having  yet  erected  a sclioolhouse. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

James  Borden  was  born  in  1833,  in  Upper 
Canada.  When  young,  he  learned  the  carpenter’s 
trade,  and  worked  at  it  in  his  native  place  till 
coming  to  Minnesota,  in  1854.  He  resided  in  St. 
Paul  and  Stillwater  one  year,  and  in  1855,  came 
to  this  county  and  made  Bellevue  his  principal 
home,  but  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  different 
parts  of  the  State.  Mr.  Borden  returned  to  Can- 
ada in  1857,  and  was  engaged  in  shoemaking  and 
farming  until  1877,  when  he  returned  to  Minne- 
sota and  two  years  later,  purchased  his  present 
farm  which  has  since  been  his  home.  On  the  23d 
of  August,  18(53,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Hall.  They  have  had  eight  children,  and  seven 
are  living. 

James  Chapman  is  a native  of  the  county  of 
Surrey,  England,  and  was  born  in  March,  1815. 
He  resided  at  home  until  coming  to  America  in 
1855;  spent  one  season  in  Iowa,  and  in  1850, 
came  to  Bellevue  township  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
Mr.  Chapman  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  several  years,  and  Town  Supervisor,  also 
takes  a prominent  part  in  all  public  enterprise's. 

Eugene  A.  Bowers,  a native  of  Virginia,  was 
born  on  the  15th  of  November,  1850.  He  lived 
on  the  farm  until  thirteen  years  of  age,  then  at- 
tended school  at  Moorefield,  West  Virginia,  till 
1872,  when  he  was  for  a year  at  the  Kansas  State 
Agricultural  College,  at  Manhattan,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  attended  school  in  Missouri.  For  six 
months,  he  was  in  the  Gem  City  Business  College, 
at  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  in  1875,  with  his  brother, 
commenced  dealing  in  livestock  in  Missouri.  The 
following  year  lie  returned  to  the  Gem  City  Busi- 


ness College,  and  graduated.  After  having  made 
. a visit  to  the  East,  he  came  to  Morrison  county 
in  1879,  and  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  farming 
and  stock-raising. 

Robert  Brown,  proprietor  of  the  Royalton 
Hotel,  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Missouri,  on 
the  8th  of  September,  1839.  Resided  at  home 
until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  R,  of 
the  Second  Missouri  Infantry,  Confederate  Army, 
serving  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Shelby  county,  and  was  engaged  in 
teaching  school  winters  and  on  the  farm  during 
the  summer.  On  the  23d  of  April,  1873,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Rebecca  M.  Bowers.  In  1877, 
they  came  to  Morrison  county,  where  Mr.  Brown 
taught  school  at  different  places  until  1879,  then 
came  to  Bellevue  township  and  immediately  com- 
menced erecting  his  present  hotel.  Mr.  Brown  is 
the  present  Town  Clerk. 

Ira  W.  Bouok  is  a native  of  Independence, 
Iowa,  and  was  bom  on  the  22d  of  February,  1855. 
He  resided  at  home  until  seventeen  years  of  age, 
then  attended  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  Col- 
lege; graduated  in  1876,  and  was  made  Principal 
of  the  High-school  of  Dunlap,  Iowa,  filling  the 
latter  position  until  1880.  He  came  to  this  place 
in  October,  and  opened  a general  store,  which  he 
has  since  carried  on.  Was  married  on  the  25tli  of 
December,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  Lonsdale. 

Charles  A.  Green,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers 
of  Minnesota,  is  a native  of  Green  county,  New 
York,  born  on  the  4tli  of  October,  1844.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  State  when  only  ten  years 
of  age.  They  first  located  in  the  town  of  Belle- 
vue, where  our  subject  assisted  his  father  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm  till  1863,  when  he  visited 
the  East  and  the  family  removed  to  Langola, 
Benton  county.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Green  resided 
with  his  parents  till  1879,  when  he  came  to  the  old 
homestead  in  this  place,  on  section  thirty-five.  He 
also  owns  and  carries  on  a farm  east  of  Royalton, 
which  village  his  father  laid  out  some  years  since. 

Jasbar  II.  Hill,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  New  Brunswick,  on  the  23d  of 
December,  1825.  His  parents  moved  to  the  state 
of  Maine,  in  1839,  where  our  subject  was  engaged 
in  farming  and  lumbering  until  1856.  Since  then, 
he  has  been  a resident  of  this  place,  spending  the 
winters,  however,  in  the  'pineries.  Mr.  Hill  has 
filled  the  office  of  Town  Treasurer  for  the  last 
twenty-one  years,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mahala  I.  Hamilton,  on  the  1st  of  Oe- 
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tober,  1848.  They  have  had  nine  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  living. 

Svr.v ester  IIenenlotter,  the  oldest  living  set- 
lor  of  this  town,  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  Gth 
of  April,  1819.  lie  attended  school  until  fourteen 
years  old,  then  commenced  peddling,  traveling 
over  a large  portion  of  Europe.  In  1848,  he  came 
to  America,  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  lumber  in  the  state  of  New  York  until  1855. 
Then  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  his  pres- 
ent farm.  Since  his  residence  here,  Mr.  Henen- 
lotter  has  held  the  office  of  County  Commissioner 
three  years,  Supervisor  ten  years,  and  is  at  pres- 
ent Chairman  of  the  latter  board.  On  the  7th  of 
June,  1855,  Walburga  Roll  became  his  wife.  They 
have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living. 

Henry  S.  Hill,  son  of  Stephen  Hill,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Bellevue,  was  born  in  New  Bruns- 
wick on  the  30th  of  November,  1838.  His  parents 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1856,  locating  in  Bellevue, 
where  our  subject  resided,  being  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  connection  with  farming  until 
1873.  He  then  removed  to  Little  Falls,  purchased 
a mill  in  company  with  his  brother,  Elviu  G.,  who 
afterwards  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  M.  Hill 
now  owns  it  alone.  He  came  to  the  old  home- 
stead in  this  place  in  the  fall  of  1881. 

Mark  Kobe  is  a native  of  Austria,  and  was 
born  on  the  Gth  of  May,  1848.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  18G9,  and  was  employed  on  farms  in  New 
York  State  and  other  places  until  coming  to  Min- 
nesota in  1871.  He  located  in  Stearns  county, 
and  was  employed  in  stores  in  Richmond,  Cold 
Spring  City,  and  Melrose.  In  the  latter  place  he 
opened  a store  of  his  own  and  a branch  store  in 
Benton  county,  both  of  which  he  carried  on  till 
1H8U,  then  sold,  and  opened  a general  merchan- 
dise store  in  Iloyalton.  Mr.  Kobe  is  now  erecting 
a large  elevator  at  this  place.  He  was  married  on 
the  28th  of  August,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary  Terevy. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  them. 

J.  1).  Logan  was  born  in  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1838.  In 
1855,  he  came  to  what  is  now  known  as  North- 
field,  Minnesota;  remained  six  years,  and  on  flic 
18th  of  April,  1861,  enlisted  in  Company  G,  of  the 
First  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three 
years.  He  then  went  to  Mercer  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  operated  a saw  and  planing  mill  until 
the  fall  of  1878,  when  it  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  following  spring  he  came  to  Bellevue 
township  and  erected  the  saw  and  shingle  mill, 


which  he  still  operates.  Mr.  Logan  laid  out  the 
town  site  of  Royalton,  which  he  now  owns.  Miss 
Mary  J.  Walker  became  his  wife  on  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, 1864.  They  have  had  four  children,  three 
of  whom  are  living. 

Richard  L.  Lambert  is  a native  of  Aroostook 
county,  Maine,  born  on  the  26th  of  April,  1846. 
His  parents  came  to  this  place  when  he  was  but 
nine  years  of  age;  he  made  his  home  with  them 
till  about  1870,  when  he  purchased  the  farm 
and  now  operates  it.  Mr.  Lambert  divides  his 
time  between  farming  and  working  in  the  piner- 
ies. Was  married  on  the  3d  of  June,  1869,  to 
Miss  Helen  King,  who  has  borne  him  one  child, 
Ada  E. 

James  Lambert,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Kennebec  county,  Maine,  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1810.  He  made  his  home  with 
his  parents  till  twenty-one  years  old,  after  which 
time  he  spent  the  winters  in  the  pineries,  springs 
on  the  drive,  and  summers  on  a farm.  Came  to 
Minnesota  and  located  his  present  farm  in  1855. 
His  house  is  situated  on  the  old  Fort  Ripley  stage 
road  and  affords  a very  convenient  stopping  place 
for  travelers,  who  always  try  to  reach  “Lambert’s” 
about  night.  He  was  married  to  Ruth  A, 
Peters,  of  New  Brunswick,  on  the  23d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1833.  Of  thirteen  children,  eleven  are  living. 

Isaac  P.  Lambert,  a son  of  the  subject  of  our 
last  sketch,  was  born  in  Maine,  on  the  15th  of 
July,  1848.  Came  with  his  father  to  Minnesota 
in  1855,  and  when  old  enough,  commenced  work- 
ing in  the  woods  in  winter  and  on  the  drive  each 
following  spring.  In  1872,  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  himself,  and  two  years  later,  located  on  a 
farm  in  section  seventeen;  the  following  fall,  he 
moved  to  section  twenty-one,  and  is  now  carrying 
on  both  farms.  On  the  21st  of  May,  1872,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Stewart.  They 
have  four  children. 

Stei'hen  II.  Muncy  is  a native  of  Maine,  bom 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1842.  He  resided  with  his  pa- 
rents until  of  age,  then  commenced  farming  for 
himself  and  in  1865,  came  to  Minnesota.  Has 
since  been  a resident  of  Morrison  county,  engaged 
in  lumbering  and  farming,  coming  to  his  present 
farm  in  1876.  Mr.  Muuc.y  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Hannah  Hill  on  the  17th  of  October,  1868. 
They  have  had  four  children;  three  of  whom  are 
living. 
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BUCKMAN. 

CHAPTER  CXLI. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT — OR- 

GANIZATION—FIRST  THINGS— RELIGIOUS— SCHOOLS 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  town  lies  on  the  south  line  of  the  county, 
and  lias  an  area  of  about  34,000  acres,  of  which 
nearly  1,400  are  under  cultivation.  The  surface  is 
undulating,  and  the  greater  portion  is  prairie  in- 
terspersed with  oak  groves  and  patches  of  brush. 
There  is  some  light  timber  in  the  eastern  part. 
The  soil  varies  from  a light  sandy  to  a dark  loam, 
with  a gravelly  subsoil. 

The  first  settler  in  the  present  town  of  Buckman 
was  Joseph  Mishkee,  a Polander,  who  settled  on 
section  four  in  1H71,  and  still  lives  there.  Wil- 
liam II.  Young,  a native  of  Maine,  settled  on  sec- 
tion twenty-two  the  same  fall,  but  went  to  Missouri 
in  1877.  John  L.  Pinch,  a native  of  New  York 
State,  also  settled  on  section  twenty-two  about  the 
same  time,  and  is  now  a resident  of  the  town.  J. 
C.  Johnson  and  J.  H.  Docken,  natives  of  Norway, 
came  in  1872,  and  were  soon  followed  by,  Albert 
Morae,  C.  B.  Buckman,  Michael  Sand,  A.  B.  Skin- 
ner, and  Edmund  Geer. 

Buckman  was  organized  in  1874,  and  named  in 
honor  of  C.  B.  Buckman,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  the  town,  and  now  a resident  of  Little  Falls. 
When  it  was  organized,  three  congressional  town- 
ships were  included  within  its  boundaries,  but  in 
1881,  it  was  reduced  to  its  present  limits,  being 
nine  miles  long,  from  east  to  west,  and  six  miles 
from  north  to  south. 

The  first  election  tv  as  held  in  August,  and  the 
following  ollicers  chosen:  Supervisors,  C.  B. 

Buckman,  Chairman,  A.  Skinner,  and  William  H. 
Young ; Clerk,  J.  C.  Johnson;  Treasurer,  J.  H. 
Docken;  Assessor,  William  H.  Young;  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  G.  W.  Harvey  and  E.  J.  Verback;  and 
Constables,  G.  F.  Geer  and  Henry  Love. 

The  first  child  born  was  probably  Charles  H. 
Johnson,  son  of  J.  C.  Johnson,  born  on  the  28tli, 
of  November,  1872. 

The  first  death  was  John  Ebert,  son  of  Barney 
Ebert,  in  August,  1874. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Michael  Sand 
and  Louisa  Rauch,  on  the  28th  of  October,  187(5. 

The  first  school  taught  in  the  town  was  by  Mrs. 
Randall  in  1874.  There  are  now  two  schools  in 


regularly  organized  districts,  and  the  usual  terms 
are  being  held. 

The  Catholics  of  the  township  commenced  the 
erection  of  a church  in  1880,  and  completed  it  the 
following  year.  It  is  a mission  church,  and  sup- 
plied by  the  priest  from  Rich  Prairie. 

There  is  a Post-oHice,  named  Buckman,  located 
on  section  twenty.  It  was  established  in  1879, 
and  Ed.  Arnold  appointed  Postmaster. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William  Dallmeier,  a native  of  Prussia,  was 
born  on  the  3d  of  February,  1844.  Came  to 
America  and  located  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained,  residing  with  his  parents,  till 
1875.  Then  came  to  this  place,  and  took  a home- 
stead, on  which  he  now  lives.  Married  Minnie 
Potlioff  on  the  10th  of  October,  1871.  They  have 
three  children. 

G.  T.  Geer  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  New 
York,  on  the  13th  of  July,  1846.  When  a child, 
his  parents  moved  to  Canada,  but  AVilliam  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years.  He  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  in  Massachusetts  till  1867.  Then  came 
to  Minnesota  and  located  in  St.  Cloud,  where  he 
was  engaged  at  various  occupations.  Since  1875,  lie 
has  been  a resident  of  this  place,  living  on  a farm. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Lusettie  J.  Monk, 
who  is  the  mother  of  four  children.  Our  sub- 
ject’s father,  Edmund  Geer,  was  born  in  Lower 
Canada  on  the  27tli  of  March,  1822,  and  since 

1878,  has  resided  with  his  son  in  Buckman  town- 
ship. 

Harry  Heaton  is  a native  of  Vermont,  born  on 
the  10th  of  June,  1848.  Ho  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  Lyndon,  Stearns  county,  in  1856,  and 
assisted  on  the  farm  till  about  twenty-two  years 
of  age.  Then  was  employed  in  the  pineries  and 
on  the  river,  and  in  1876,  commenced  teaming 
from  Bismarck  to  the  Black  Hills.  He  came  to 
his  present  farm  in  1878,  and  has  since  given  it 
his  whole  attention.  On  the  5th  of  November, 

1879,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Geer.  They 
have  one  child,  named  Arthur. 

J.  G.  Johnson,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  town, 
was  born  in  Norway,  on  the  19th  of  December, 
1842.  When  thirteen  years  old  he  landed  on 
American  soil  and  settled  with  his  parents  in  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin.  In  1861,  he  left  home  and 
was  employed  on  a farm  and  attending  school  in 
Rook  county  for  some  time.  In  1862,  lie  enlisted 
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iu  Company  E,  of  the  Thirty-third  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  throe  years.  In  18(15, 
he  located  iu  Goodhue  county,  Minnesota,  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  a time,  but  sub- 
sequently was  employed  as  clerk  in  the  city  of 
lied  Wing.  In  1871,  he  went  to  Lyons  county, 
and  the  following  year,  selected  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  lives.  He  was  elected  Clerk  at  the  first 
election  held  in  the  town,  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  ollice  until  1879.  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  M.  Docken, 
on  the  30th  of  January,  1867.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  six  children. 

August  L.  Kienow  was  born  in  Prussia  on  the 
5th  of  July,  1838.  He  came  to  America  in  1853, 
and  settled  in  Wisconsin,  engaging  at  blacksmith 
work,  a trade  which  he  had  partially  acquired  in 
the  old  country.  In  1862,  ho  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Government  as  army  blacksmith,  and  was 
with  the  army  in  the  South  until  thecloseof  the  war. 
Returning  to  Wisconsin,  he  pursued  his  trade  un- 
til I860,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
on  a farm  in  Alberta  township,  Benton  county.  In 
1876,  he  settled  on  his  present  farm,  which  con- 
tains three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  a consider- 
able portion  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
Kienow  was  married  on  the  26th  of  February,  1867, 
to  Miss  D.  Baumgarten.  They  have  six  children. 

Junius  Kienow  is  also  a native  of  Prussia,  and 
was  born  on  the  26th  of  April,  1846.  When  a 
child,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  America;  they 
settling  in  Wisconsin,  where  Julius  was  reared  on 
his  father’s  farm  until  coming  to  Minnesota,  in 
1867.  He  settled  in  Benton  county  the  following 
year,  and  was  engaged  in  lumbering  and  farming 
until  coming  to  his  present  farm,  in  1877.  Mr. 
Kienow  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the 
town,  having  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  and 
Supervisor,  and  is  now  Chairman  of  the  latter 
Board.  He  was  married  on  the  15th  of  June, 
1881,  to  Miss  Mary  Gazette,  daughter  of  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Alberta  township,  Benton  county. 

Andrew  McCutchen  dates  his  birth  in  New 
Brunswick  on  the  12th  of  June,  1836.  He  was 
reared  on  a farm,  and  engaged  in  lumbering  until 
coming  to  Minnesota  in  1871.  After  remaining 
about  a year  in  Minneapolis,  he  came  to  Sauk 
Rapids,  and  in  1874,  selected  the  farm  on  which 
lie  now  lives.  Mr.  McCutchen  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Helen  S.  Nelson,  on  the  26th  of 
August,  1861.  Of  live  children  born  to  them,  four 
are  living. 


James  H.  Moiiton  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
Maine,  on  the  13th  of  January,  1836.  He  re- 
mained at  home  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  for 
three  months  in  the  First  Maine  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  after  being  discharged,  re-enlisted  in 
Company  A,  of  the  Eighth  Infantry,  serving  four 
years  and  five  months,  participating  in  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  battles  and  skirmishes.  Returning 
to  his  native  State,  he  carried  on  his  father’s  farm 
for  four  years,  and  the  next  three  years  were  spent 
in  Aroostook  county,  after  which,  in  1873,  he  came 
to  Minnesota.  His  first  place  of  residence  was  in 
Pierz  township,  Morrison  county,  but  in  1874,  he 
came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  has  since  lived. 
Miss  Sarah  A.  Crocker  became  his  wife  on  the  9th 
of  October,  1867.  They  have  five  children. 

Michael  Sand,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  town- 
ship, was  born  in  Luxemburg,  Germany,  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1852.  When  a child  lie  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  they  settling  in  Jackson 
county,  Iowa,  but  removed  to  Le  Sauk,  Stearns 
county,  three  years  later.  In  1872,  he  came  to 
this  township  and  selected  a farm  on  section  six, 
but  subsequently  removed  to  section  seventeen, 
where  lie  now  lives.  He  was  married  on  the  28th 
of  October,  1876,  to  Louisa  Rauch.  They  have 
three  children. 

Abner  B.  Skinner  was  born  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  29tli  of  January, 
1843.  He  came  to  Illinois  with  the  family  when 
ten  years  of  age,  and  subsequently  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  employed  on  his  father’s  farm  until 
1863.  He  then  enlisted  in  Company  11,  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Cold  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg, and  others.  He  was  wounded  on  the  18th 
of  June,  1864,  but  the  injury  was  not  of  a serious 
nature,  and  ho  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
1871,  ho  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after  remaining 
in  Benton  county  for  some  time,  located  on  his 
present  .farm  in  the  spring  of  1873.  Mr.  Skinner 
was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  Supervisors, 
and  held  several  other  town  oilices.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  the  7th  of  April,  1868,  to  Miss  Annette 
Josliu.  They  have  five  children. 
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CULDRUM. 

CHAPTER  CXLTT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  EARLY  SETTLEMENT 

ORGANIZATION-  SCHOOLS  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  township  lies  in  the  southwestern  portion 
of  the  county,  and  embraces  an  area  of  about 
40,000  acres,  483  being  under  cultivation.  Swan 
river  runs  through  this  town  from  west  to  east, 
and  is  joined  in  its  passage  by  a number  of  creeks. 
There  is  a large  acreage  of  timber  land,  and  nu- 
merous tamarack  swamps,  with  occasionally  a 
small  patch  of  brush  prairie. 

The  first  settler  Avas  J.  C.  Stebbins,  Avho  set- 
tled on  what  is  now  known  as  the  “ Martin 
place,”  in  1850.  About  1862,  he  abandoned  the 
farm  and  went  to  Iowa,  and  thence  to  West  Union, 
Todd  county,  and  later,  to  Sauk  Centre,  Stearns 
county.  The  next  settler  was  John  Shanks,  who 
lirst  opened  the  farm  now  occupied  by  John  Work- 
man, in  1860.  The  town  Avas  entirely  deserted 
during  the  Avar,  and  after  that  period  the  first  set- 
tler Avas  William  Rhoda,  Avho  settled  on  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  June,  1866.  He  Avas  followed  during 
the  same  year  by  Daniel  H.  Campbell  and  others. 
John  Workman  and  Wallace  Bain-Avere  also  early 
settlers  after  the  war. 

Culdrum  avus  a part  of  Little  Falls  toAvnsliip 
until  1870,  Avhen  a separate  organization  avus  ef- 
fected. The  lirst  election  Avas  held  on  the  2d  of 
June,  and  the  folloAving  oilieers  elected:  Super- 
visors, Daniel  Campbell,  Chairman,  W.  W.  Bain, 
and  William  Krueger;  Clerk,  W.  W.  Bain;  Treas- 
urer, John  Workman;  Assessor,  William  Rhoda; 
and  Justice  of 'the  l.Vaec\  W.  W.  Bain. 

The  lirst  school  was  taught  by  Mis.  Edna  A. 
Barnard  in  1868,  in  a little  log  school  house. 
I\  1 rs.  Barnard  is  now  a resident  of  Todd  county. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William  Wallace  Bain  Avas  born  in  GlasgoAV, 
Scotland,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1825.  His  father 
came  to  America  in  1833,  and  the  family  tAvo 
years  later.  They  located  in  Addison  county* 
Vermont,  Avhere  William  received  a good  corn- 
common  school  education.  In  1850,  lie  moved  to 
Wisconsin,  located  on  a farm,  Avhere  he  resided 
five  years,  and  removed  to  Minnesota,  being  en- 
gaged in  a hotel  at  Reed’s  Landing,  and  later,  as 
a gardener  in  Wabasha.  In  August,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Third  Minnesota 


Volunteer  infantry,  served  one  year,  and  Avas 
mustered  out  at  Jacksonport,  Arkansas.  In  1868, 
Mr.  Bain  came  to  his  present  farm,  Avhich  is  lo- 
cated on  section  thirty-two,  Culdrum  township, 
lie  was  elected  lirst  Justice  of  the  Peace  and 
Town  Clerk.  Miss  Jane  Woodend,  avIiu  is  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  became  his  Avife  in  the  year  1847. 
They  have  a family  of  five  boys  and  three  girls. 

Nazair  Blais  was  bom  in  Canada  East  about 
the  year  1836.  He  resided  on  a farm  and  Avas 
engaged  in  the  pineries  until  coming  to  the  United 
States.  In  1865,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  Avas 
employed  for  a time  by  the  GoA’ernment,  at 
Brainerd  and  Leech  Lake,  and  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  1866.  His  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  is  located  on  section  eighteen,  South 
Culdrum;  he  also  has  eighty  acres  iu  Todd  coun- 
ty. In  1866,  Mr.  Blais  Avas  united  in  marriage 
Avith  Miss  Margaret  St.  Peter,  a native  of  Canada. 
They  have  had  eight  children,  seA’en  of  whom, 
five  boys  and  two  girls,  are  living. 

Fred  Henry  Billings,  a native  of  LaFayette 
county,  Wisconsin,  avus  born  on  the  8th  of  August, 
1847.  He  lived  Avith  his  parents  until  five  years 
of  age,  after  Avliicli  he  resided  Avith  his  grand- 
parents, in  Neiv  York,  until  fifteen  years  old,  re- 
ceiving there  his  education.  On  the  14tli  of 
March,  1864,  he  enlisted  at  Fort  Leavemvorth, 
Kansas,  in  Company  D,  of  the  Seventh  Kansas 
Cavalry.  Was  mustered  out  on  the  5tli  of  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  returned  to  Wisconsin,  and  soon  after 
located  on  a farm  in  IoAva,  where  he  remained  till 
coming  to  Minnesota  in  1874.  For  four  years  he 
carried  on  a farm  in  Hennepin  county,  near  Crys- 
tal Lake,  then  came  to  his  present  farm  in  sec- 
tion twenty-tAvo,  north  Culdrum.  Since  his  resi- 
dence here,  Mr.  Billings  has  held  the  olliee  of  As- 
sessor of  the  town,  one  term.  Was  married  to 
Miss  Melviua  Tiukham,  a native  of  Wisconsin,  in 
1867.  Of  five  children  born  to  them,  three  are 
living,  two  boys  and  one  girl. 

Daniel  II.  Campbell  is  a native  of  Antrim 
comity,  Ireland,  born  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1835.  After  the  age  of  nine  years,  he  was  depen- 
dent upon  his  own  resources,  and  iu  1854,  came  to 
America.  Was  for  a time  engaged  in  farming  in 
the  state  of  Ohio,  and  for  three  years,  employed 
by  the  Little  Miami  Powder  Company.  During 
Morgan’s  raid,  he  served  in  the  State  Militia  for  a 
short  time.  Then  in  the  spring  of  1866,  came  to 
Little  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  the  following  fall,  to 
his  present  farm.  Mr.  Campbell  has  three  him- 


- \ V-  -W  ' • Vi  ' ^ ® 1 '' 


£ <J 


, ! 63(1.1  ' %U<  ’ V'[  ‘ ; 

«„rtvr  to  vm*  ,.^Uio  tH«b  ')Wfi  ^ 

. ■ /■,.  ' ■ I f ' ' f 

,•:  ...  .iWi.  Iti  MU:"  Jl 

®|V;  nil  Jjii  * ; "* 

.1  ■ *,,*>  1i>  *.ih.pi  • .ii  i 

uiui  •,  -.-ret  • l n Iq  ' ■-'■ 


MuacL  ro 


hi:  "j  %>  \ ":W‘* 

,1«t  wli  l>  ••‘■Ml  f«-'-  : " ' 

■ 

o , Li...  ■ ^ 

• ,r  • .,e.i  i if  .i. ’* 
, »■  ^ - ■■  ' 101  ■flmI  !rH: 
....  Kf  •>  i ^ hl  •'  ‘ 

i; I. *j-m.  . 1 *i'> 


'• 


GULDRUM  'TOWNSHIP. 


003 


ilreil  aiul  twenty  acres  of  land,  fifty  of  which  is 
meadow,  and  thirty  an;  under  cultivation.  He  has 
held  the  ollico  of  Chairman  of  Supervisors  for 
several  terms  since  his  residence  here.  Miss  Mar- 
garet Maxwell  Itecume  Iuh  wile  in  1858.  They 
have  had  eleven  children,  Heven  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, three  girlH  and  four  hoys. 

Maktin  Kinney  was  born  in  Ireland  on  the  0th 
of  November,  1815.  He  remained  on  a farm  and 
received  his  education  in  his  native  place  until 
1834.  Then,  coming  to  America,  he  located  on  a 
farm  in  New  York,  remaining  for  fourteen  years, 
after  which  lie  lived  on  a farm  in  Wisconsin,  till 
coming  to  his  present  land  in  1871.  Since  his 
residence  in  this  town,  Mr.  Kinney  has  been  Chair- 
man of  Supervisors  for  six  years,  and  Justice  of 
the  Peace  three  years.  In  1830,  Miss  Elizabeth 
Cox,  of  Ireland,  became  his  wife.  They  have  had 
nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living,  three  girls 
and  four  boys.  His  four  sons,  John,  Martin, 
Robert,  and  Bernard,  all  served  in  the  war,  and  are 
now  living  in  this  town. 

John  Kinney  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  on 
the  15th  of  September,  1839.  When  ten  years  of 
age,  he  came  to  America  with  his  uncle,  and  a year 
later,  joined  his  father  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  em- 
ployed on  the  lakes  till  the  18tli  of  May,  1801, 
when  lie  enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Fourth 
United  States  Regulars.  He  was  in  the  following 
engagements:  Cross  Lanes,  Spring  Hill,  Pilot 

Knob,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Stone  Ridge,  Chicka- 
mauga,  and  Nashville.  In  May,  1806,  lie  was 
mustered  out  at  Fort  McHenry,  Baltimore;  came 
directly  to  Chicago  and  was  employed  on  the  lakes 
for  some  time.  Then,  for  six  or  seven  years,  he 
resided  on  a farm  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1875,  came 
to  Todd  county,  Minnesota.  Two  years  later,  he 
went  to  the  Slack  Hills  ami  was  engaged  in  the 
mines  a short  time.  In  1878,  Mr.  Kinney  located 
on  his  present  farm  in  Culdrum  township.  Miss 
Alice  McLaughlin,  a native  of  New  York  City, 
became  his  wife  in  1808. 

Fkedekick  Muskey  is  a native  of  Germany, 
born  on  the  14th  of  August,  1851.  He  received 
a common  school  education  in  his  native  village, 
and  also  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  Came  to 
America  in  1807,  locating  first  in  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  various  pursuits,  and  in 
1809,  came  to  Minnesota.  He  resides  on  his 
father’s  homestead,  which  is  situated  on  section 
three,  south  Culdrum,  aiul  contains  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  one  hundred  of  which  arc  under 


cultivation.  Since  his  residence  here,  Mr.  Mus- 
key has  held  the  ollice  of  Supervisor  three  terms, 
and  other  local  ollices.  Was  married  to  Miss 
Minnie  Town,  of  Germany,  in  September,  1880. 
Their  union  lias  been  blessed  with  one  soil. 

W i Mil  am  Uiiooa  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Berlin,  Germany,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1830. 
He  received  a common  school  education  and  also 
took  a course  in  the  Academy  of  his  native  place. 
In  1856,  his  father  came  to  America,  and  the  fam- 
ily, the  following  year.  Resided  with  his  parents 
in  Carver  county,  Minnesota,  until  March,  1862, 
when  he  enlisted  at  Fort  Snelling,  in  Company  I), 
of  the  Fifth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  Was 
in  some  active  service  on  the  frontier,  and  in  De- 
cember, sent  South,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
battles  of  Richmond  and  Nashville,  and  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  In  March,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out  and  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Carver 
county.  In  June  of  the  following  year,  lie  located 
his  present  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres;  has  since  held  the  ollices  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace  and  Assessor  at  different  times,  and  since 
1872,  has  been  Town  Clerk.  Mr.  Rhoda  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Paulina  Newman,  of  Germany,  in 
I860.  They  have  had  five  children,  four  of  whom, 
two  boys  and  two  girls,  are  living. 

John  Wendt  was  born  in  Germany,  on  the  3d 
of  October,  1833.  He  received  his  education  in 
his  native  country.  Came  to  America,  arriving 
in  New  Orleans  in  1859,  and  was  there  employed 
as  street-car  driver  until  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty- 
first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Infantry,  on  the 
12th  of  May,  1862.  During  his  service  he  was 
in  the  siege  of  Fort  Hudson,  in  June,  1863,  and 
also  in  the  battles  of  Mansfield  Hill  and  Fort 
Blakely.  On  the  12th  of  May,  1865,  he  was  mus- 
stered  out  at  Mobile,  Alabama,  having  served  just 
three  years.  Returning  to  New  Orleans  he  again 
drove  street  cars,  and  in  the  spring  of  1868,  came 
to  Minnesota.  In  1874,  he  located  on  section 
thirty-foul',  south  Culdrum,  and  has  since  made 
it  his  home.  Has  a farm  of  two  hundred  acres, 
one-half  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  For  three 
years  Mr.  Wendt  was  Chairman  of  Supervisors. 
In  April,  1868,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Antonia 
Decker,  of  Baden,  Germany.  They  have  one 
adopted  son,  Anton  Decker,  a nephew  of  his  wife. 
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ELMDALE. 

CHAPTER  CXLTIT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  EARLY  .SETTLEMENT 

religious  schools  organization  — mo- 

1 1 1 C A 1 ’ 1 1 KIATj. 

Elmdale  is  the  most  soutliAvestem  town  in  Mor- 
rison county,  and  lias  an  area  of  about  40,000 
acres.  The  surface  is  generally  covered  Avith  tim- 
ber, with  an  occasional  patch  of  brush  prairie,  and 
the  soil  is  a rich  dark  loam.  Tavo  River  meanders 
through  this  toAvn  on  its  Avay  to  join  the  Father 
of  Waters,  and  furnishes  some  good  hay  meadows. 

There  Avere  probably  a few  settlers  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  this  toAvn  before  the  war,  but  no  reli- 
able information  regarding  them  can  be  obtained. 
The  oldest  living  settler  is  William  Boyle,  Avho 
made  a claim  on  section  eight  in  1865;  he  subse- 
quently removed  to  section  seventeen,  Avliere  he 
now  lives.  Mr.  I’.  Hausen  came  the  same  year 
and  settled  in  section  eight  where  he  still  resides. 

Andrew  Ferrell  settled  in  section  twenty-four 
in  1870,  and  still  lives  there,  and  the  following 
year  John  Buckley  and  J.  J.  Jacobson  also  arrived. 

This  town  formed  a part  of  Tavo  Rivers  until 
1881,  Avlien  a separate  organization  Avas  effected 
and  the  first  election  held  on  the  lltli  of  April,  at 
Avhich  the  following  ollicers  Avere  chosen:  Super- 
visors, Joseph  Thomas,  Chairman,  Benedict  Thom- 
son, and  AndreAv  Ferrell;  Clerk,  J.  J.  Jacobson; 
Treasurer,  J.  H.  Mitchell;  Assessor,  M.  P.  Hansen; 
and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  E.  F.  Tliornberry,  and 
J.  N.  Ferrell. 

There  is  a Lutheran  Church  in  the  toAvn, 
erected  in  1875.  The  first  services  Avere  held  by 
Father  Paulson,  and  the  congregation  now  num- 
nmnbers  about  fifty  families. 

The  first  school  Avas  held  by  Miss  Amanda 
Roach,  now  Mrs.  Henry  Coe,  of  SAvan  River,  in 
1869.  Two  schools  are  now  taught  in  the  toAvn 
during  the  regular  terms. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William  Boyle  is  a native  of  Belfast,  Ireland, 
and  Avas  born  on  the  3d  of  October,  1841.  He 
remained  on  the  farm  Avith  his  parents,  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  soon  after,  came  to  America. 
Was  engaged  in  the  butcher  business  in  New  York 
until  the  war  broke  out,  Avlien  he  enlisted  at  Fort 
Clark,  Texas,  in  Company  1),  of  the  Third  Regu- 
lar Infantry,  under  Captain  Jackson.  Was  in  the 


first  and  second  battles  of  Bull  Run,  avrs  also  at 
Gaines’  Hill,  Malvern  Ilill,  Antietam  Creek,  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Gettysburg,  and  Avith  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  from  the  26th  of  February,  1865,  fill  the 
1th  of  July  of  the  same  year.  In  September,  1865, 
lie  was  discharged,  and  returned  to  New  York,  but 
soon  after  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  section  eight,  Elmdale.  Mr.  Boyle  Avas 
united  in  marriage  Avith  Miss  Bethia  Bacon,  of 
Canada.  They  have  a family  of  three  daughters. 

Andrew  Ferrell  Avas  bom  in  Russell  county, 
Virginia,  in  about  the  year  1829.  Remained  in 
in  his  native  county  until  sixteen  years  old,  and 
one  year  later,  Avent  to  Virginia,  attended  school 
one  term,  after  which  he  avus  engaged  in  farming 
in  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  He  enlisted  in  the  army, 
for  one  hundred  days,  during  Morgan’s  raid,  and 
in  October,  1870,  came  to  Elmdale  toAvnship,  Min- 
nesota, Avhere  he  has  since  resided.  He  had  origi- 
nally a homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
but  has  giAren  half  to  one  of  his  sons.  In  Febru- 
ary, 1847,  he  Avas  married  to  Miss  Melissa  Damrel, 
of  Kentucky.  Of  eleven  children  born  to  them, 
seven  are  living;  two  girls  and  five  boys.  His  son, 
J.  N.  Ferrell,  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace  of 
this  town.  H.  G.  Ferrell  has  a Avife  and  five  chil- 
dien,  and  resides  on  eighty  acres  of  the  old  home- 
stead. John  W.  Ferrell  is  married,  has  six  chil- 
dren, and  lives  on  an  adjoining  farm. 

Knud  Hans  Gunderson  Avas  born  in  Denmark, 
on  the  9th  of  February,  1841.  He  received  a 
common  school  education  in  his  native  place,  and 
at  the  age  of  lifteen  Avas  dependent  upon  his  oavii 
resources.  He  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Minnesota  in  1867.  He  settled  at  St.  Cloud,  and 
engaged  in  various  occupations  before  coining  to 
this  place  in  1871.  Here  he  purchased  a farm  on 
section  eight  and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  In 

1878,  he  erected  a general  merchandise  store  on 
his  farm,  it  being  the  only  store  in  this  place.  In 

1879,  he  Avas  married  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Christian- 
son, of  Denmark.  She  had  six  children  by  her 
first  husband,  only  two  of  whom  are  living. 

Edward  Franklin  Tiiornberry,  a native  of 
Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  avrs  born  on  the  23d  of 
March,  1842.  He  received  a common  school  edu- 
cation and  remained  at  home  until  nineteen  years 
of  age.  On  the  15th  of  August,  1861,  he  enlisted 
at  Lancaster,  in  Company  A,  of  the  First  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Was  sent  to  Louisville,  Ken- 
tucky, and  participated  in  the  following  engage- 
ments: battles  of  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro’,  Chicka- 
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manga,  Mission  Ridge,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and 
on  the  9tli  of  August,  1864,  lie  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Rig  Shanty,  on  the  Cliickamauga 
river,  and  disabled  mild  April,  1805.  lie 
then  re  enlisted  an  a veteran,  in  the  Forty- 
third  Ohio  Regiment,  and  served  seven  months 
in  the  engineer  corps.  Was  mustered  out  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  in  August,  1805,  and 
returned  to  his  former  home  in  Ohio.  Then 
for  three  years  he  was  engaged  on  a farm  in 
in  Indiana,  and  in  the  fall  of  1870,  came  to  Min- 
nesota, and  located  on  his  present  farm.  He  has 
been  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  three  years,  having 
been  elected  at  the  first  election  held  in  the  town. 
On  the  28tli  of  November,  1865,  lie  was  married 
to  Miss  Catharine  Pletcli,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio. 
They  have  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living,  three  boys  and  three  girls. 


GREEN  PRAIRIE 


CHAPTER  CXLIV. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION— FORT  RIPLEY SCHOOLS— CHURCHES 

AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS — BIOGRAPHICAL. 
This  town  lies  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  county,  and  embraces  three  full,  and  two  frac- 
tional townships.  The  surface  is  gently  undulat- 
ing, except  in  the  northern  part  near  the  Missis- 
sippi river  which  forms  the  eastern  boundary, 
where  a number  of  high  Mulls  appear.  South  of 
these,  there  is  a long  narrow  strip  of  prairie,  on 
the  northern  part  of  which  Charles  H.  Green  sil- 
lied in  1855,  and  it  is  slill  called  Green’s  Prairie. 
There  is  a considerable  acreage  of  wild  meadow 
and  swamp  in  various  portions  of  the  township. 
The  soil  on  the  prairie  is  a sandy  loam,  and  else- 
where a clay  loam  with  a clay  subsoil. 

The  town  of  Green  Prairie  was  named  in  honor 
of  its  first  settler,  Charles  H.  Green,  a native  of 
Glen’s  Falls,  New  York,  who  came  here  from  Mas- 
sachusetts in  1855,  and  settled  on  a farm  now 
owned  by  Richard  Neill,  on  section  five.  At  the 
breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  Air.  Green  enlisted 
in  the  Third  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
when  the  regiment  surrendered  at  Murfreesboro’, 
fought  on  alter  the  colors  were  struck,  killing  sev- 
eral rebels,  when  he  fell,  pierced  by  sixteen  bullets 
and  a bayonet  thrust.  A cowardly  soldier  then 


dispatched  him  with  the  butt  of  his  musket,  for 
which  act  he  was  sharply  reproved  by  his  command- 
ing otlicer,  who  said,  “ So  brave  a man  as  that 
should  be  protoclod.” 

In  June,  1855,  tin'  second  settler,  George  G. 
Kimball,  a native  of  Hollis,  Alai  lie,  settled  near 
Air.  Green.  He  also  enlisted,  in  October,  1861, 
and  never  returned  to  his  claim;  he  is  now  a resi- 
dent of  Belle  Prairie  township. 

William  Racicot  settled  on  section  thirty-two  on 
the  9th  of  Alay,  1857.  He  went  to  the  war  in 
1862,  but  returned  to  his  old  homestead  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  and  now  lives  there,  the  oldest  living 
settler  in  the  town. 

There  were  several  other  settlers,  but  all  left 
during  the  war,  and  their  successors  found  their 
old  cabins  a convenient  shelter  for  the  first  few 
years.  It  was  not  until  1865,  that  the  era  of  civili- 
zation again  dawned  on  this  township.  Oliver 
Dwight  made  a claim  in  April  of  that  year,  but 
removed  to  Texas  about  eight  years  ago.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  same  month,  Alartin  Hall 
and  sons  became  residents,  nearly  all  of  whom  now 
live  in  the  town.  Richard  Neill  also  came  about 
that  time,  located  on  the  claim  made  by  Air.  Green 
ten  years  before,  and  was  followed,  soon  after,  by 
John  Denny,  who  still  resides  in  the  township. 
This  settlement  was  confined  to  the  narrow  belt  of 
prairie  along  the  river.  It  was  not  until  a few 
years  ago  that  any  attempt  at  settlement  was  made 
in  the  western  part  of  the  township,  Ephraim  Bates 
being  the  first  claimant  there  in  1876.  He  settled 
on  section  ten,  township  130  north,  range  30  west, 
and  still  resides  there.  A few  others  have  selected 
homes  in  the  same  locality. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  by  Aliss 
Alary  Denny  in  the  summer  of  1867.  It  was  in  a 
rude  frame  house,  built  by  subscription,  on  section 
seventeen.  "It  served  the  purpose,  however,  until 
the  erection  ol  the  present  neat  building  in  1880. 

Green  Prairie  was  organized  in  the  spring  of 
1868,  and  embraced  all  of  Alorrison  county  lying 
west  of  the  Alississippi  river  and  north  of  town- 
ship 121).  It  had  formerly  been  a part  of  Belle 
Prairie  township.  In  1870,  all  that  part  lying 
north  of  township  131  was  organized  as  Motley 
township,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880,  it  was  reduced 
to  its  present  limits  by  the  organization  of  Parker. 

Religious  services  were  first  held  here  about 
twelve  years  ago  by  the  Rev.  William  Cutler,  a 
Congregational  minister. 

Several  years  later,  Rev.  Air.  Aliller  organized  a 
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Baptist  Church,  and  meetings  were  held  in  the 
school  house  for  a time,  but  Mr.  Miller  died  about 
seven  years  ago,  and  the  services  have  not  since 
been  renewed. 

A Free  Methodist  society  has  been  in  existence 
about  five  years. 

Green  Prairie  Post-ollico  was  established  about 
1809,  with  Martin  Hall  as  Postmaster.  Mail  was 
obtained  weekly  from  Fort  Ripley,  but  since  the 
abandonment  of  that  post,  it  is  supplied  from 
Little  Falls  semi-weekly. 

Fobt  Ripley. — The  name  of  this  fort  was  orig- 
inally Fort  Gaines,  and  is  located  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  in  the  northeast  portion  of  this  town- 
ship. The  reservation,  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  embraces  nearly  1,500  acres,  and  has  over 
two  miles  of  river  front.  It  was  established  in 
1849,  and  used  as  a military  post  by  the  United 
States  Government  until  July,  1878.  Just  above 
the  fort  proper,  a ferry  was  established  by  the 
Government  with  eight  hundred  feet  of  cable,  at  a 
cost  of  $2,500.  When  the  Fort  was  abandoned, 
this  was  sold  to  11.  S.  Mooers,  and  is  now  being 
operated  by  him.  The  original  barracks  were 
built  of  logs  and  are  still  in  existence,  though  in 
a partially  dilapidated  condition. 

The  later  buildings,  in  use  until  its  abandon- 
ment, are:  three  double  sets  of  officers’  quarters, 
one  large  hospital,  erected  at  a cost  of  $4,500, 
barracks  to  accommodate  two  full  companies, 
a bakery,  powder  magazine,  three  block-houses 
with  the  necessary  port-holes  for  cannon  and  mus- 
ketry, bath-house,  carpenter  and  blacksmith  shops, 
guard-house,  warehouse,  two  sets  of  laundress’ 
quarters,  wagon  shed  and  stables  for  thirty  mules, 
twelve  horses,  four  oxen,  and  officers’  horses. 
Several  buildings  were  destroyed  by  tire  live  years 
ago. 

Another  fire  occurred,  with  fatal  results  on  the 
17th  of  June,  18(18.  The  quarters  occupied  by 
( Irdmmeo  Sergeant  ( 'harlcs  Frantzkee  were  burned, 
and  Sergeant  Frantzkee  with  his  four  children 
perished  in  the  flames.  His  wife  escaped  only 
to  Jive  a hopeless  lunatic. 

A cemetery  was  laid  out  at  an  early  date,  and 
enclosed  with  a high  picket  fence.  The  first  in- 
terment was  the  body  of  Private  Bums,  of  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  Sixth  United  States  Infantry,  on 
the  titli  of  December,  1850,  aged  fifty-two  years. 
There  have  been  fifty -two  interments,  including 
members  of  soldier’s  families.  The  remains  are 
about  to  be  removed  to  the  National  Cemetery  at 


Rock  Island,  Hlinois,  with  those  of  other  aban- 
doned military  posts. 

AVhen  the  post  was  abandoned  Ex-Sergeant 
Davis  was  given  charge  of  the  place,  to  prevent 
pillage  or  other  destruction  of  property,  and  still 
remains  in  that  capacity. 

In  accordance  with  a special  act  of  Congress,  a 
board  of  Appraisers  met  here  in  October,  1880, 
with  a view  to  the  ultimate  disposal  of  the  build- 
ings, but  the  act  requires  at  least  two-thirds  of 
the  appraiser’s  value  as  the  selling  price,  and  no 
offer  has  yet  been  made. 

In  the  “olden  time”  there  were  many  happy 
gatherings  at  the  Fort,  citizens  from  other  points 
joining  with  officers  and  soldiers  in  social  dances 
and  general  merrymaking. 

A library  was  also  maintained,  and  a theatrical 
entertainment  now  and  then  whiled  away  the  long 
winter  evenings  at  the  old  frontier  post. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Ephraim  Bates,  the  first  settlor  on  the  north 
side  of  Little  Elk  river,  was  born  on  the  25th  of 
May,  1835,  in  Livingston  county,  New  York.  He 
served  in  the  Eighth  New  York  Heavy  Artillery, 
from  the  12th  of  July,  1862,  till  the  12th  of  dune, 
1865,  receiving  several  wounds  and  losing  the 
sight  of  one  eye.  In  October,  1870,  Mr.  Bates 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  railroad  land  in 
Green  Prairie  township.  Five  years  ago  lie  re- 
moved to  his  present  home,  about  five  miles  west 
of  his  former  location.  He  was  married  on  the 
19th  of  January,  1866,  to  Miss  Lueetta  M.  Rob- 
erts, who  has  borne  him  seven  children;  Effie,  Ben- 
jamin, Theodore,  Cora,  Eva,  Sadie,  and  Carrie. 
Mr.  Bates  has  hold  the  offices  of  Supervisor,  Town 
Clerk,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  has  been  School 
Clerk  every  year  except  the  first  of  his  residence 
here. 

John  Denny,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
region,  was  born  in  Suffolk  county,  England,  on 
the  19th  of  September,  1820.  lie  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits,  after  which,  for  seven  and  a 
half  years,  he  was  a member  of  the  Staffordshire 
Constabulary,  part  of  the  time  acting  as  detec- 
tive. He  came  to  America,  reaching  New  York 
on  the  20th  of  July,  1855,  and  located  at  LeRoy. 
In  1866,  he  removed  to  Genesee  county,  Michi- 
gan, remained  for  two  years  and  came  to  Minne- 
sota. Mr.  Denny  and  family  reached  Sauk  Rap- 
ids, then  the  terminus  of  the  railroad,  on  the  5th 
of  September,  1868;  the  next  day  arrived  at  Belle 
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Prairie,  and  the  next,  crossed  the  river  to  his  pres- 
ent farm,  where  he  lias  built  a fine  home.  He  was 
one  of  the  prime  movers  in  organizing  this  town, 
lias  held  several  terms  of  office,  and  is  Treasurer 
this  year.  On  the  28tli  of  October,  1851,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Ella  Samuel,  in  the  old  Dudley 
church,  near  the  ruins  of  Dudley  Castle.  They 
have  had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living; 
Mary,  William,  Clam,  Elizabeth,  Fred,  and  Hubert. 

Augustus  Hunky  Dorman  was  born  in  Hanover, 
Germany,  on  the  30th  of  December,  1837.  When 
he  was  but  five  years  old,  the  family  came  to 
America  and  settled  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  Augustus  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  On 
the  16th  of  November,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  of  the  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war,  partici- 
pating in  the  battle  of  Petersburg,  where  he  was 
slightly  wounded.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Jef- 
fersonville, Indiana,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1865, 
and  at  once  returned  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
employed  at  his  trade  until  coming  to  Minnesota 
in  1878.  Mr.  Dorman  came  directly  to  the  farm 
on  which  he  has  lived  ever  since.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  1861,  to  Miss  Betsy  Lock,  who  is  a native 
of  New  York.  They  have  four  children,  all  girls. 

Ex-Sergeant  Edward  Davis,  a native  of  Car- 
diganshire, South  Wales,  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
June,  1820.  When  eighteen  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  America  with  his  brother  William,  in 
search  of  their  father,  John  Davis,  who  had  left  Eng- 
land some  years  before  with  a caravan  of  English 
merchants,  and  while  passing  through  Texas,  or 
Mexico,  was  robbed  by  Guerrillas,  after  which  Mr. 
Davis  entered  the  United  States  army,  serving 
through  the  Seminole  war,  in  Florida.  Edward 
arrived  in  1848,  and  after  considerable  fruitless 
search,  enlisted  in  the  regular  army  on  the  13tli  of 
November,  1848.  The  following  year,  while  at 
Fort  Ontario,  he  learned,  through  his  father’s  old 
Captain,  then  commandant  at  tho  fort,  of  his 
whereabouts,  in  Illinois.  He  wrote  to  his  mother, 
and  on  her  arrival,  obtained  a furlough,  went  with 
her  to  his  father’s  locality  and  participated  in  tho 
joyful  reunion,  returning  soon  to  duty.  His  whole 
time  of  service,  broken  by  intervals  of  citizen’s 
life,  was  twenty  years  ten  months  and  fourteen 
days,  during  which,  only  the  first  three  months  of 
his  enlistment  were  spent  as  a private  sol- 
dier. The  greater  portion  of  the  time  he  held  tho 
rank  of  Sergeant,  and  for  several  years,  that  of 
Orderly-Sergeant.  Mr.  Davis  has  served  in  all 


parts  of  the  Union,  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  and  in  the  department  of  the  Gulf; 
has  enjoyed  the  personal  friendship  of  our  most 
distinguished  military  men,  and  has,  on  several 
occasions,  declined  commissions,  by  reason  of 
doubt  as  to  his  ability  to  fully  meet  the  require- 
ments. His  first  service  at  Fort  Ripley  . was  in  the 
fall  of  1870.  In  1876,  he  was  again  stationed  here 
with  a commission  as  Orderly-Sergeant.  His  final 
discharge  was  on  the  18th  of  November,  1876. 
The  “ endorsements  ” and  “ recommends  ” among 
his  military  papers  are  such  as  any  man  might 
be  proud  of,  and  yet,  no  boastful  word  is  ever 
heard  from  the  faithful  old  soldier. 

Since  the  abandonment  of  Fort  Ripley,  in  July, 
1878,  Ex-Sergeant  Davis  has  beeu  stationed  here 
by  the  Government  to  attend  to  the  buildings  and 
prevent  pillage  or  other  damage,  a duty  he  has 
performed  most  faithfully,  and  saved  the  Govern- 
ment thousands  of  dollars.  On  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, 1867,  while  in  the  service,  he  was  married 
at  Newport,  Kentucky,  to  Mrs.  Mary  Ann  Tracy, 
widow  of  Francis  Tracy,  who  served  in  the  United 
States  Infantry  and  died  at  Warsaw,  Kentucky, 
leaving  two  children,  Patrick  and  Francis,  now 
members  of  Mr.  Davis’  family.  Mrs.  Davis  has 
had  by  her  present  husband,  five  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living;  John  W.,  Sarah  A.  and  Mary  E. 
Francis,  an  infant  son  died  in  Texas,  and  Katie 
died  here  in  March,  1881.  Mrs.  Davis  accompa- 
nied the  army  during  her  husband’s  service,  after 
their  marriage.  Mr.  Davis  has  now  taken  a home- 
stead near  Fort  Ripley,  on  part  of  the  original  res- 
ervation, where  he  expects  to  spend  his  declining 
years,  until  the  last  “bugle  call”  shall  summon 
him  to  the  presence  of  the  “ Great  Commander”  to 
receive  and  enjoy  his  “well  done  good  and  faith- 
ful servant.” 

James  Finney  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Ohio, 
on  the  14th  of  April,  1848.  His  parents  removed 
to  Illinois  when  lie  was  but  a year  old,  and  after 
living  in  Pike  county  about  six  years,  rami'  to 
Minnesota  and  settled  near  Northfield.  On  the 
12th  of  March,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F, 
of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
went  to  the  frontier  on  Gen.  Sully’s  expedition, 
after  which  lie  was  ordered  south.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  The  Cedars,  Stone  River,  Kings- 
ton, and  a number  of  others,  and  was  honorably 
discharged  on  the  11th  of  July,  1865.  Returned 
to  his  former  home,  near  Northfield,  and  afterwards 
visited  various  portions  of  the  Union,  finally  set- 
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tling  on  his  present  farm  in  1878.  Mr.  Finney 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Pen- 
nock,  in  1879.  Mrs.  Finney  is  a native  of  Han- 
cock county,  Illinois,  and  was  born  on  the  15tli  of 
July,  1858. 

Maktin  Hall,  the  oldest  living  settler  in  the 
central  part  of  this  town,  was  born  in  Genesee 
county,  New  York,  in  1811.  In  1865,  he  came  to 
this  State,  and  in  April  of  the  following  year  set- 
tled in  Green  Prairie.  Mr.  Ilall  was  the  prime 
mover  in  the  organization  of  the  town,  one  of  its 
first  Supervisors,  and  has  been  in  oflice  every  year 
since.  In  1869,  he  secured  the  establishment  of 
Green  Prairie  Post-office,  and  has  since  been  Post- 
master. Miss  Evelina  Salisbury  became  his  wife 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1832.  They  have  had  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  living;  Edwin,  Mary, 
William,  Freeman,  Franklin,  Albert,  and  George. 
The  latter  resides  at  home  and  has  charge  of  the 
farm. 

Rueus  IIicNDKitsoN  was  born  in  Canada  on  the 
12th  of  December  1851.  In  1869,  he  removed  to 
Iowa,  anil  in  1872,  enlisted  in  the  Twentieth 
United  States  Regular  Infantry;  was  one  year  in 
Dakota  Territory,  and  then  came  to  Fort  Ripley. 
At  the  time  of  the  Custer  massacre,  he  went  on  a 
tour  to  Montana  and  other  western  points,  under 
General  Terry;  they  arrived  after  the  fight,  just 
in  time  to  bury  the  unfortunate  victims.  He  then 
returned  to  Fort  Ripley,  remaining  till  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term,  in  1877.  He  soon  after  took 
a homestead  in  this  township,  where  he  still  re- 
sides. He  was  married  on  the  20th  of  September, 
1879,  to  Miss  Ellen  Brundrett,  who  has  borne 
him  one  child,  Florence. 

Moses  Minch,  a native  of  Detroit,  Michigan, 
wos  born  on  the  15th  of  December,  1839.  He 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1869,  and  was  a regular 
soldier  at  Fort  Ripley  for  five  years,  then,  for  over 
two  years  was  Government  blacksmith  at  the  same 
place,  after  which  he  located  in  this  township.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  Brundrett,  of  this  town, 
in  February,  1878.  They  have  one  child, 
George  E. 

John  Pennock  is  a native  of  Bradford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  on  the  4th  of  August, 
1825.  His  parents  removed  to  Hancock  county, 
Illinois,  in  1832,  where  John  grew  to  manhood. 
On  the  breaking  out  of  the  civil  war,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  G,  of  the  Seventy-second  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  Grand  Gulf,  Vicksburg,  Columbus,  Franklin, 


Nashville,  and  many  others.  After  his  discharge 
he  again  enlisted,  serving  till  the  close  of  the  war 
in  the  Thirty-third  Illinois  Infantry.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois,  and  in  1866,  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  after  remaining  three  years  in  McLeod 
county,  removed  to  Howard  Lake,  Wright  county, 
and  thence,  in  1879,  to  Green  Prairie,  where  he 
owns  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  Mr. 
Pen  nock  was  married  in  1847,  to  Miss  Melinda  J. 
Newingliam,  who  is  a native  of  Ohio.  They  had 
seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living;  one  son 
and  three  daughters. 

AVilliam  Racicot,  tire  oldest  living  settler  in 
Green  Prairie,  was  born  in  Canada,  on  the  24th  of 
January,  1826.  He  came  to  Green  Prairie,  Min- 
nesota, on  the  9th  of  May,  1857,  locating  on  his 
present  farm.  On  the  16th  of  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Seventh  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till  the  18th  of  Au- 
gust, 1865.  Owing  to  the  general  alarm  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indians,  his  family  returned  to  Can- 
ada during  the  period  of  his  enlistment,  but  re- 
turned on  the  1st  of  November,  1865.  For  eleven 
years,  Mr.  Racicot  was  County  Commissioner,  was 
also  Chairman  of  the  first  board  of  Supervisors, 
and  until  the  last  three  years,  was  always  in  town 
offices  and  often  holding  two  or  three  at  the  same 
time,  but  never  by  solicitation.  On  the  16th  of 
February,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Foisy.  They  have  had  ten  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living.  Mr.  Racieot’s  parents  are  both 
living  in  Green  Prairie,  his  father  being  eighty 
years  old  and  his  mother  one  year  younger.  Their 
marriage  occurred  fifty-nine  years  ago. 

Geokge  Swindell  was  born  in  England,  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1819.  In  1850,  he  came  to 
America  and  located  in  Illinois,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1865,  and  came  to  Minnesota. 
He  first  settled  in  Steele  county,  remaining  until 
1878,  and  then  came  to  his  present  home  in  this 
township.  In  1842,  he  married  Miss  Ann  Ashton, 
who  died  seven  years  after,  leaving  three  children; 
Louise,  George,  and  Alice.  In  1875,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Mrs.  Caroline  Boyse.  Her  son,  Bert,  now 
lives  with  them. 

Gilhebt  T.  Smith  was  born  in  Seneca  county, 
New  York,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1827.  AVhcn 
twenty-seven  years  old  he  came  to  Minnesota,  lo- 
cating in  St.  Paul  where  he  remained  two  years, 
and  moved  to  Dayton,  Hennepin  county.  In  1862, 
he  returned  to  St.  Paul,  and  five  years  later,  went 
to  Otsego,  Wright  county,  remaining  until  1877. 
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Then,  after  living  in  Dayton  two  years,  he  came  to 
his  present  farm  in  Green  Prairie  township.  Mr. 
Smith  has  a fine  water-power  on  the  Little  Elk 
river,  which  runs  through  his  farm,  where  he  is 
building  a lumber  and  shingle  mill.  On  the 
15th  of  December,  1851,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ly- 
dia Sluytcr,  of  Steuben  county,  New  York.  They 
have  had  seven  children,  five  of  whom  arc  living; 
Pony  A.,  Lizzie*  A.,  William  !>.,  Hattie,  and  George 
15.  The  first  three  named  have  homesteads  on  sec- 
tion eighteen  near  their  father’s  farm.  Charles, 
aged  eleven  years,  died  in  1861,  and  Cynthia,  aged 
two  and  a half,  in  1860. 


LITTLE  FALLS. 

CHAPTER  CXLV. 

nffisonii’TiVE — isA liny  hihtohy — village  of  little 

FALLS  — niOGllAVmOAL. 

Much  of  the  history  of  Little  Falls  has  already 
been  given  in  the  county  history.  Its  original 
boundaries  have  been  materially  changed  and 
much  reduced  by  the  formation  of  new  towns,  as 
the  territory  became  settled.  West  of  the  Missis- 
sippi the  town  includes  one  whole,  and  a small 
fractional  township,  in  all  about  forty-one  square 
miles.  On  the  east,  the  town  originally  extended 
to  the  eastern  limit  of  the  county,  but  was  reduced 
by  the  organization  of  the  town  of  Pierz,  to  its 
present  limits  of  about  fifty-eight  sections,  extend- 
ing about  twelve  miles  east  from  the  river,  with  a 
breadth  of  about  five  miles.  Its  northern  boun- 
dary is  a correction  line,  which  leaves  the  town- 
ship deficient  in  width.  When  the  town  of  Pierz 
was  organized,  by  a clerical  error  or  omission, 
thirty  sections  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
were  not  included,  and  are  therefore  still  a part  of 
Little  Falls,  though  twelve  miles  distant  from  the 
town  proper.  The  portion  west  of  the  river  is 
level,  timber  and  meadow  alternating,  and  with  a 
soil  unsurpassed  for  fertility. 

The  oldest  permanent  settler  on  the  west  sid6 
is  Milo  Porter,  who  removed  from  the  village  op- 
posite in  1868.  His  residence  is  within  the  vil- 
lage limits,  a portion  of  the  west  side  having  been 
platted  in  the  days  of  mills  and  manufacturing 
already  noted.  His  place  was  the  first  improved 
on  this  side,  Mr.  John  Workman  having  built  the 
house  now  constituting  a part  of  Mr.  Porter’s  resi- 


dence some  years  previous,  afterward  selling  to 
Mr.  Hyson,  from  whom  it  was  purchased  by  Mr. 
Porter.  ' 

The  principal  stream  ' on  this  side  is  Pike 
Creek,  which  Hows  eastward  through  the  central 
part,  and  wit  11  its  tributaries  drains  the  western 
and  central  portions  of  the  town.  Little  Elk  river 
crosses  the  extreme  northeastern  part  of  the  town, 
affording  a fine  water-power,  of  which  mention  is 
made  in  the  general  history  of  the  county. 

East  of  the  Mississippi  the  surface  is  level,  or 
gently  undulating,  except  along  the  streams  east, 
where  it  is  somewhat  broken.  The  soil  varies 
from  a light  sandy  loam,  to  rich  dark  loam,  and 
in  some  parts  clay.  Along  the  Mississippi,  and 
near  the  smaller  streams  in  the  eastern  part,  con- 
siderable prairie  abounds,  and  extensive  tracts  of 
wild  meadow  are  found  in  the  central  part,  border- 
ing on  Platte  and  Rice  lakes,  the  only  lakes  of 
note"  within  the  town.  The  Platte,  Rice,  and 
Skunk  rivers,  all  in  the  central  and  eastern  part, 
are  the  principal  streams. 

The  early  settlers  of  this  town,  besides  mention 
already  made  of  many  in  the  preceding  pages, 
are  further  mentioned  in  the  biographical  sketches 
following. 

The  town  was  organized  in  1858,  and  an  elec- 
tion held  on  the  11th  of  May,  at  which  the  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected : Supervisors,  P.  15.  Thomp- 
son, Chairman,  J.  R.  Perkins,  and  Nathan  Rates; 
Clerk,  William  Morse;  Assessor,  T.  M.  Smith; 
Treasurer,  F.  X.  Gravel.  The  meeting  was  held 
at  John  Ault’s  hotel,  now  the  Vasaly  House,  and 
the  total  number  of  votes  cast  was  eighty-two. 

A ferry  was  started  just  above  the  village  in 
1857,  by  William  Sturgis,  which  was  in  use  about 
three  years.  A ferry  was  also  established  at  Swan 
River  by  William  Aitkin,  soon  after  his  location 
there  in  18  18,  which  was  in  use  till  18615. 

The  suspension  of  these  ferries  was  a matter  of 
great  annoyance  to  the  settlers  on  either  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  there  being  no  crossing  within  the 
county  limits  below  Fort  Ripley,  where  a ferry  was 
established  by  the  Government  about  1 8 ID  or  1850. 
For  several  years  the  principal  means  of  crossing 
was  by  fording  the  stream  near  Swan  River,  which, 
however,  was  not  unattended  by  danger,  and  could 
only  be  accomplished  during  low  water.  On  the 
1st  of  April,  1868,  the  board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners passed  a resolution  appropriating  six  hun- 
dred dollars  for  the  establishment  of  three  ferries 
in  the  county,  the  points  designated  being  Relle 
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Prairie,  Little  Falls,  and  Bellevue,  each  to  receive 
one-third  the  amount  named.  Little  Falls  and 
Belle  Prairie  united  their  funds  and  secured  the 
establishment  of  a ferry  at  the  former  place,  just 
above  the  village. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  in 
the  spring  of  1856,  uniting  C.  S.  K.  Smith  and 
Miss  Ellen  Nichols. 

Miss  Nichols  was  also  the  first  teacher  here, 
having  conducted  a school  at  the  village  the  sum- 
mer previous  to  her  marriage. 

As  yet,  but  a small  part  of  the  town  of  Little 
Falls,  either  east  or  west  of  the  Mississippi,  is  under 
cultivation,  but  with  the  present  projected  im- 
provements it  is  probable  another  decade  will  wit- 
ness material  advancement  in  agriculture. 

Village  Histoey. — The  village  of  Little  Falls, 
aside  from  the  distinction  of  being  the  County 
seat,  has  a marked  advantage  in  the  matter  of 
location.  Situated  about  midway  betweeii  St. 
Cloud  and  Brainerd,  on  dry,  level  ground,  with 
the  best  of  railroad  facilities,  and  a water-power 
unrivalled  by  any  above  St.  Anthony  Falls,  with 
a large  scope  of  agricultural  country  naturally 
tributary  to  this  point,  its  future  outlook  is  most 
flattering.  The  rise  and  fall  of  its  manufacturing 
interests  has  already  been  given.  Its  early  re- 
markable rise,  and  subsequent  decline  are  not 
subjects  for  wonder.  The  universal  tendency  to 
immoderate  and  unreasonable  speculation  which 
marks  the  history  of  the  entire  valley  at  that 
period,  carried  this  place,  as  many  others,  too  far 
in  advance  of  their  surroundings,  and  it  was  only 
the  immutable  law  of  cause  and  effect,  that 
wrought  the  ruin  which  followed.  Since  that 
time  men  have  grown  wiser,  and  now  the  im- 
provements in  progress,  as  well  as  those  in  con- 
templation, are  based  upon  shrewd,  safe  calcula- 
tion, and  will  result  in  success.  The  proposed 
improvement  of  the  magnilicent  water-power  is  a 
sure  harbinger  of  grand  achievements  in  the  near 
future,  and  it  requires  no  prophetic  vision  to 
assure  the  observer  that  the  village  .will  soon 
rank  among  the  most  prosperous  towns  in  this 
valley.  The  Little  Falls  and  Dakota  railroad, 
when  completed,  will  still  further  enhance  the 
value  of  property  in  this  locality,  and  afford  addi- 
tional advantages  to  the  citizens  of  this  district-. 

Bespecting  this  road  wo  can  give  no  clearer 
statement  than  the  following  extract  from  a letter 
written  by  Hon.  Nathan  Richardson,  of  Little 
Falls,  under  date  of  October  16tli,  1881.  “At 


the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  a swamp  land 
grant  of  six  sections  to  the  mile  was  given  to  this 
road,  extending  from  Little  Falls  to  the  west  lino 
of  the  State,  by  way  of  Sauk  Centre,  Greenwood, 
and  Morris.  The  road  is  now  nearly  all  graded 
from  a point  live  miles  east  of  Sauk  Centre  to 
Morris,  in  Stevens  county,  and  during  the  winter 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Company  to  do  the  grad- 
ing from  Little  Falls  to  Sauk  Centre,  which  is 
mostly  through  timber  lands,  so  when  spring 
opens  they  will  commence  laying  the  track,  and 
will  have  completed  laying  the  track  by  the  1st  of 
November,  1882.  Parties  who  are  interested  in 
the  building  .of  this  line  of  road  have  recently 
bought  the  water-power  at  this  place,  and  will 
commence  to  improve  it  immediately.”  It  is  sup- 
posed the  railroad  bridge  will  extend  across  the  Mis 
sissippi  river  not  far  above  Boom  Island,  and 
arrangements  will  doubtless  be  made  for  a wagon 
bridge  in  connection.  The  island  just  referred  to 
is  not  without  its  local  history  or  tradition.  Wil- 
liam Nicholson  states  that  in  the  early  settlement 
of  this  place,  a small  party  of  Chippewa  Indians 
were  camping  on  this  island,  and  not  anticipating 
any  evil,  were  unguardedly  enjoying  their  repose, 
when  a band  of  Sioux  noiselessly  crossed  the 
channel,  and  under  cover  of  darkness  stole  in  upon 
the  sleepers,  and  killed  and  scalped  the  entire 
party  except  a young  girl,  who  swam  the  river 
and  secreted  herself  in  a stable,  where  she  was 
found  next  morning  pierced  through  with  an  ar- 
row. She  was  well  known  to  the  villagers,  and  a 
universal  favorite,  but  refused  the  hospitality  of- 
fered, as  well  as  the  medical  attendance  urged, 
saying  she  did  not  want  to  live,  as  her  friends 
were  all  dead.  She  bore  her  pain  with  that  silent 
stoicism  characteristic  of  her  race,  until  death 
sealed  her  passport  to  the  happy  hunting  grounds 
of  her  kindred. 

The  village  organization  is  among  the  later 
events  in  its  history.  The  bill  incorporating  it 
was  approved  February  25th  187!),  with  the  fol- 
lowing described  boundaries:  Sections  seven  aud 

eight,  and  the  north  half  of  sections  seventeen  and 
eighteen,  town  forty,  range  thirty-two,  and  lot 
three  in  section  thirty-four,  town  forty-one,  range 
thirty-two;  and  lots  one,  two,  and  three  in  section 
seventeen,  and  the  east  half  of  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  section  eighteen,  and  the  east  half  of  section 
nineteen,  town  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  range 
twenty-nine. 

The  first  election  was  held  at  the  court  house 
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on  tlio  18th  of  March,  1879,  and  the  following  offi- 
cers elected:  President,  Leon  Hondo;  Trustee, 

Peter  Medved;  Recorder,  A.  O.  Churchill;  Treas- 
urer, John  Wetzel;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  James 
McCauley.  On  the  21st  of  March,  the  Council 
held  its  first  meeting,  at  which  several  ordinances 
were  passed,  and  Jerry  Root  appointed  Marshal. 

Little  Falls,  in  1850,  was  the  only  place  within 
the  present  limits  of  Morrison  county  where  the 
right  of  suffrage  was  exercised,  and  the  number 
of  voters  present  at  the  fall  election  that  year  was 
one  hundred  and  thirty. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  the  county 
was  the  “Northern  Herald,”  by  Colonel  French, 
who  commenced  its  publication  here  in  the  fall  of 
1856.  Two  or  three  months  of  frontier  editorial 
life  sufficed  the  “Colonel,”  and  he  sold  the  oflice 
to  the  Little  Falls  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
followed  (lie  summer  birds  in  their  flight  south- 
ward, since  which  the  only  knowledge  his  friends 
have  of  him  was  obtained  through  “Harper’s 
Weekly,”  where  a cartoon  represented  him  in  the 
custody  of  a United  States  Marshall,  having  been 
detected  in  some  work  of  treason  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  next  editorial  effort  was  by  C.  E.  Church, 
who  bought  the  outfit  from  the  company  above 
named,  and  published  a paper  for  about  two  years, 
when  he  yielded  himself  to  the  god  Bacchus,  and 
the  “Herald”  was  discontinued.  From  that  time 
until  1874,  Morrison  county  was  without  a news- 
paper; then  the  “Little  Falls  Courier”  was  started 
by  A.  Do  Lacy  Wood,  who  continued  its  publica- 
tion about  two  years,  then  removed  to  Kcodsbiirg, 
Wisconsin.  The  first  man  to  make  a success  of 
newspaper  work  here  was  H.  C.  Stivers,  who  began 
the  publication  of  “The  Little  Falls  Transcript” 
after  the  departure  of  Wood,  issuing  the  first  num- 
ber under  daft'  of  September  7th,  1870.  On  the 
Kith  of  August  1880,  lie  also  began  the  issue  of  a 
small  daily  paper,  “The  Daily  Transcript."  In 
May,  1881,  the  “Transcript”  was  leased  by  its 
present  editor,  J.  F.  Pearson,  who  discontinued  the 
“ Daily  Transcript,”  devoting  his  attention  to  the 
“ Weekly.” 

Of  the  thirty-eight  schools  in  Morrison  county, 
the  leading  one  is  the  Independent  School  of  Lit- 
tle Falls.  Three  teachers  are  employed  in  this 
school,  and  the  number  enrolled  is  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three,  nearly  one-seventh  of  the  en- 
rollment of  the  entire  county.  The  school  prop- 
erty in  the  village  is  valued  at  $8,200. 


In  1857,  a Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized at  this  place,  under  the  pastoral  efforts  of 
Rev.  A.  J.  Nelson,  and  a church  edifice  erected  the 
sumo  year.  The  society  not  being  able  to  meet 
the  entire  cost  of  building,  the  church  was  mort- 
gaged for  the  amount  unpaid,  which  debt  re- 
mained until  1870,  when  the  building  was  sold  to 
the  Catholic  society  who  fitted  it  up  for  their 
place  of  worship.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add 
that  the  Methodist  Church  has  ceased  its  ex- 
istence. 

The  Rev.  Bishop  Whipple  organized  an  Episco- 
pal Church  here  as  early  as  1858,  and  in  1870,  the 
society  erected  a small,  but  neat  edifice,  in  which 
services  have  since  been  held,  thoirgh  at  somewhat 
irregular  intervals,  the  society  necessarily  depend- 
ing upon  pastors  of  other  and  wealthier  societies 
for  their  supply. 

A Congregational  Church  was  organized  at  this 
place  June  0th,  1850.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev. 
E.  Newton,  and  F.  J.  Farrand  and  Ezra  Hicks 
were  chosen  Trustees.  Rev.  W.  B.  Dada  succeeded 
Mr.  Newton  in  1800,  remaining  until  the  fall  of 
1802,  when  rumors  of  an  Indian  outbreak  caused 
his  sudden  and  final  departure.  The  church  was 
then  without  a pastor  until  1870,  when  Rev.  W. 
A.  Cutler  assumed  the  charge  of  this  and  the  Belle 
Prairie  church,  remaining  until  1875,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  D.  W.  Rosenkranz.  During 
the  first  year  of  his  ministry  here,  a fine  church 
building  was  erected.  Rev.  J.  S.  Hull,  the  pres-^ 
cut  pastor,  succeeded  Mr.  Rosenkranz  in  January, 
1881.  Services  arc  held  in  the  church  every  Sun- 
day morning  and  evening,  the  pastor  here  supply- 
ing the  church  at  Belle  Prairie  each  Sunday  after- 
noon. The  present  membership  is  thirty-seven. 

The  Catholic  church  is  the  most  numerous  of 
any  of  the  religious  denominations  hero,  but  had 
no  house  of  worship  until  the  purchase  of  the  old 
Methodist  church  before  mentioned.  Several  priests 
have  held  services  hero  since  the  organization  of  the 
society.  The  present  priest  is  Rev.  Charles  Augus- 
tus Richard,  who  came  in  1878,  and  has  since  re- 
mained, except  a brief  absence,  during  which  the 
church  was  supplied  by  Rev.  Joseph  Puli. 

Secret  societies  have  not  been  as  numerous  as  is 
usually  found  in  communities  of  this  size.  The 
Good  Templars  were  the  first  to  organize  here,  and 
about  1870,  had  a lodge  which  for  several  years 
was  in  a flourishing  condition,  but  has  since  been 
allowed  to  die  out.  * 

A Grange  was  organized  on  the  17th  of  April, 
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187G,  which,  if  not  dead,  is  at  least  dormant,  though 
it  enjoyed  an  average  degree  of  prosperity  for  a 
brief  period  after  its  organization. 

Little  Falls  Lodge  No.  140.  A.  F.  and  A.  M. 
was  organized  U.  1).  in  the  summer  of  1879,  and 
received  its  charter  in  January,  1880.  The 
number  of  charter  members  was  eleven,  and  the 
first  officers  were:  J.  H.  Rhodes,  W.  M.;  A.  Tan- 
ner, S.  W. ; L.  Segnor,  J.  W. ; L.  G.  Worthington, 
Sec.;  and  J.  Root,  Treas.  The  present  member- 
ship is  fifteen. 

The  Fire  Department  of  Little  Falls  is  a recent 
addition  to  the  popular  institutions  of  the  village. 
The  North  Star  Hook  and  Ladder  Company  was 
organized  in  September,  1878,  with  the  following 
officers : Chief  Engineer,  Peter  Medved ; Foreman, 
T.  J.  Hayes;  Treasurer,  C.  J.  Simmons;  and  Sec- 
retary, S.  C.  Vasaly.  The  organization  lias  twen- 
ty-eight members,  and  are  provided  with  a hook 
and  ladder  truck,  accompanied  by  the  usual  equi- 
page, and  a lire  engine  is  soon  to  be  added,  mak- 
ing this  one  of  the  most  etlicient  organizations  in 
the  valley. 

The  village  has  the  usual  complement  of  stores, 
hotels,  and  other  business  places;  a small  sash, 
door,  and  blind  factory  built  in  1878,  and  a sash, 
door,  and  blind  factory  and  planing  and  feed  mill 
combined,  built  by  White  k Bullard  in  the  spring 
of  1879. 

A large  elevator  recently  built  by  Sawyer  k 
Davis,  of  Duluth,  near  the  depot,  furnishes  ample 
facilities  for  storing  grain,  having  a capacity  of 
25,000  bushels. 

The  population  and  business  development  of 
Little  Falls,  though  marked  by  many  changes  in 
the  past,  is  now  steadily  advancing,  and  the  future 
promises  an  era  of  universal  prosperity. 

ItTOUltAlUIlOAL. 

Clarence  B.  Buckman,  the  founder  of  the  town 
of  Buckman,  was  born  on  the  1st  of  April,  1850, 
in  Bucks  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  lived  till 
manhood.  Then  he  came  to  Minnesota  for  his 
health;  was  in  8t.  Paul  a few  weeks  and  came  thence 
to  St.  Cloud.  Late  in  the  fall  of  1872,  he  explored 
the  region  from  which  the  town  was  carved  that 
now  bears  his  name,  and  was  so  well  pleased  with 
the  outlook,  that  he  purchased  some  land,  and  tins 
following  spring,  moved  there  and  began  opening 
a farm.  Was  one  of  the  lirst  settlers  in  the  town 
of  Buckman,  and  held  several  local  ollieos;  was 
elected  to  the  State  Legislature  in  the  fall  of  1880, 


representing  the  counties  of  Morrison,  Crow  Wing, 
Millo  Lacs,  Benton,  and  Sherburne.  Mr.  Buck- 
man  also  has  an  interest  in  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Stearns  county,  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
which  are  broken.  He  came  to  the  village  of 
Jjittle  Falls  in  the  fall  of  1880,  is  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  railroad  ties,  and  is  also  in  the 
lumber  business.  On  the  13tli  of  September,  187G, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  C. 
Harvey,  of  St.  Cloud.  In  the  fall  of  187G,  Mr. 
Buckman  met  with  an  accident  while  engaged 
near  a threshing  machine  and  has  since  worn  an 
artificial  limb. 

John  Billinger  was  bom  in  New  York  in  1849. 
When  he  was  young,  his  parents  located  in  Wis- 
consin. In  I860,  Mr.  Billinger  came  to  Sauk 
Centre,  Stearns  county,  where  he  learned  the  black- 
smith trade.  Four  years  later,  he  removed  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  for  ten  years  was  employed  at  his  trade. 
Then,  in  1880,  he  came  to  this  town,  where  he  is 
conducting  a shop  of  his  own. 

Phillip  W.  Bidwell  was  born  in  Columbus, 
Wisconsin,  on  the  2Gth  of  February,  1853.  In  the 
fall  of  18G3,  the  family  removed  to  Minnesota,  lo- 
cating in  Austin,  where  his  father  worked  at  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  In  18G7,  they  came  to  this 
county,  remained  for  eight  years  and  removed  to 
Kansas,  Phillip  stopping  at  Sioux  City,  where  lie 
was  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  upper  Mis- 
souri river.  In  187G,  Mr.  Bidwell  came  to  Mower 
county,  Minnesota,  remaining  until  one  year  ago, 
when  he  came  to  his  present  home.  Since  his  resi- 
dence here  he  has  been  engaged  as  carpenter  and 
harness-maker. 

John  Boyles,  a native  of  Monmouth,  Illinois, 
was  born  on  the  11th  of  July,  1842.  When  lie 
was  an  infant,  his  parents  moved  to  Wisconsin, 
where  John  remained  until  coming  to  this  county, 
in  September,  1878.  Mr.  Boyles  was  married  on 
the  17th  of  August,  18G4,  to  Miss  Melinda  Curtis, 
daughter  of  S.  G.  Curtis,  who  is  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  Cottage  Grove,  Wisconsin.  They  have 
had  three  children;  two  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  eldest,  Theodore,  is  now  seventeen  years  of  age. 

James  Brown,  a native  of  Ireland,  came  to 
America  in  18(11.  For  six  years  lie  lived  in  Ohio, 
devoting  his  time  to  gardening  and  farming.  In 
18(17,  he  came  to  Little  Falls,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  Hack  and  Livery  business,  also  carries  mail 
to  and  from  the  trains.  Mr.  Brown  bus  held  the 
ollices  of  Deputy  Bherilf  and  Censtable. 

Howard  Brodick  was  born  in  Canada  in  1850. 
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Came  to  Michigan  when  about  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  was  employed  on  steamboats  and  at  farm- 
ing until  his  return  to  Canada.  He  then  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade,  at  which  he  was  engaged 
till  1H74,  after  which,  for  about  two  years,  he  was 
working  at  his  trade  in  Manitoba,  then  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  stage  company  between  Bismarck 
and  the  Black  Hills.  In  1878,  he  came  to  Little 
Falls  and  opened  a blacksmith  shop,  to  which  his 
partner  now  attends,  he  having  charge  of  a branch 
shop  at  Royalton,  which  they  opened  in  the  spring 
of  1881. 

David  T.  Calhoun  is  a native  of  Tennessee, 
born  on  the  22d  of  June,  1853.  He  is  a son  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Calhoun,  whose  father  was  also  a 
clergyman.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  the 
Rev.  David  Lowry,  who  came  to  Minnesota  in  an 
early  day.  and  was  a missionary  among  the  Win- 
nebago Indians;  he  was  also  Indian  agent  at  Long 
Prairie,  Todd  county,  for  a number  of  years.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  St.  Cloud  with  his 
parents  in  1857.  They  went  to  Iowa,  however,  in 
1864,  and  David  received  his  education  in  that 
State,  but  is  now  a resident  of  Little  Falls. 

Allen  J.  Cbampton  was  born  on  the  12th  of  July, 
1853,  in  Canada.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he 
came  to  the  Chippewa  valley,  Wisconsin,  locating 
just  below  Eau  Claire.  In  187G,  he  came  to  this 
region  on  a hunting  expedition,  and  was  so  well 
pleased  with  the  country,  that  he  decided  to  make 
it  his  home.  Since  his  residence  here  he  has  been 
in  the  lumber  business  some,  but  given  his  princi- 
pal attention  to  farming.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
1881,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Philinda  Briggs, 
who  has  three  children  by  a former  marriage. 

Thomas  (1.  Coouean  was  born  near  Oskaloosa, 
Iowa,  on  the  81  h of  May,  1851).  lie  came  to 
Bellevue,  Morrison  county,  when  but  four  years 
<>ld,  and  in  18G3,  removed  to  Two  Rivers,  remained 
four  years  and  then  came  to  Little  Falls  village. 
Mr.  Cochran  came  to  his  present  location,  in  sec- 
tion live,  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Elk  river,  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  the  spring  of  1881.  He  spent 
one  year  at  the  Black  Hills,  and  one  in  southern 
Iowa  since  coming  to  Minnesota.  Mr.  Cochran’s 
mother  died  when  he  was  but  four  years  old,  since 
which  time  his  two  sisters,  Telitha  and  Sadie, 
have  resided  with  him. 

A iin ee  Wilson  Came  was  born  in  Chautauqua 
county,  New  York,  on  the  3d  of  October,  1835. 
lie  received  his  education,  and  remained  there 
until  nineteen  years  old.  Then,  coming  to  Min- 


nesota, he  located  on  Boom  Island,  near  Fort 
Snelling,  and  during  the  winter  Avas  employed  by 
his  brother,  George  A.  Camp.  In  1855,  ho  came 
to  Little  Falls,  where  he  was  engaged  in  survey- 
ing. In  May,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
of  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteers,  was  for  a 
short  time  on  the  frontier,  and  then  sent  south. 
He  participated  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  in 
July,  1861,  where  he  was  disabled,  and  the  follow- 
ing December,  discharged.  After  his  discharge, 
he  returned  to  his  native  place  in  New  York,  but 
remained  only  a short  time  and  came  to  Minne- 
apolis, and  soon,  after  to  his  father’s  farm  in  Swan 
River.  Mr.  Camp  now  has  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  in  section  thirty-four,  which  ad- 
joins his  father’s  old  claim.  He  now  lives  on  the 
old  homestead,  his  parents  both  being  dead. 

William  L.  Dow  was  born  in  1829,  in  Milltown, 
Maine,  where  he  learned  the  millwright  trade,  at 
Avhicli  occupation  he  Avas  engaged  until  1856.  He 
then  came  to  Minneapolis,  and  the  folloAving  year, 
to  Little  Falls,  Avhere  he  Avorked  at  his  trade  until 
1860;  then,  for  one  year,  devoted  his  time  to  ex- 
ploring the  pine  lands  in  the  vicinity.  On  the 
11th  of  October,  1861,  Mr.  Doav  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  of  the  First  Minnesota  Cavalry.  Serving 
only  about  nine  months,  he  joined  Company  G,  of 
the  Fifth  IoAva  Cavalry,  and  in  February  follow- 
ing, joined  Brackett’s  Battalion,  of  Minneapolis, 
from  Avhieh  he  avus  mustered  out  May  16th,  1866. 
Returning  to  Little  Falls,  Mr.  Dow  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  until  1869,  since  Avhen,  Avitli  the 
exception  of  one  term,  he  has  acted  as  County 
Surveyor. 

Teue  Doten,  a native  of  Maine,  Avas  born  on  the 
21st  of  January,  1850.  In  the  fall  of  1869,  ho 
came  to  Minnesota,  located  in  this  town  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  on  a homestead,  which  he 
afterward  sold,  and  in  1880,  bought  his  present 
farm.  Outlie  1st  of  January,  1877,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  Hallinnen,  who  Avas  born  on  the 
2d  of  January,  1857,  at  Sauk  Rapids.  They  have 
tAvo  children. 

James  Egcileston  avus  born  in  Franklin  county, 
New  York,  on  the  26th  of  November,  1806.  He 
resided  in  his  native  place  until  coming  to  Minne- 
sota in  January,  1855.  He  first  located  in  Kandi- 
yohi county,  thence  to  Kansas,  and  after  a resi- 
dence of  four  years,  came  here  in  the  spring 
of  1881,  and  took  a homestead  on  Little  Kill  river, 
about  one  mile  from  its  mouth.  Mr.  Eggleston  is 
a carpenter  and  joiner,  at  which  trade  he  has 
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worked  about  forty  years.  lie  was  married  on  the 
20th  of  January,  1831,  to  Miss  Mary  Burns,  of 
"Vermont,  who  bore  him  six  children,  and  died  in 
April,  1808. 

Hteimien  1’.  Four, nit,  a pioneer  of  this  town,  is 
a native  of  New Lmrg,  now  a ward  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  his  nativity  dating  on  the  8th  of  November, 
1822.  When  young,  he  learned  the  carpenter 
trade,  and  has  followed  it  most  of  his  life.  In 
April,  1838,  he  came  to  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin, 
and  from  there  to  Illinois,  remaining  two  or  three 
years.  In  1853,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after 
spending  a few  months  in  this  place  returned  to 
Illinois.  The  following  year  he  returned  to  Min- 
nesota, lived  in  Minneapolis  and  Anoka  for  two 
years,  and  in  May,  1850,  came  to  this  place  and 
brought  his  family  the  year  following.  Ho  first 
lived  on  the  west  side,  but  in  the  spring  of  1859, 
moved  to  the  east  side.  AVitli  the  exception  of 
about  six  months,  Mr.  Fuller  has  been  Justice  of 
the  Peace  since  1801 ; has  held  the  offices  of  Court 
Commissioner,  Judge  of  Probate,  and  Clerk  of 
Court,  each  one  term;  also  held  the  office  of  Town 
Clerk  several  terms,  and  at  present,  acts  in  that 
capacity.  Miss  Mary  Babbitt,  of  Ontario  county, 
New  York,  became  his  wife  on  the  lltli  of  Decem- 
ber, 1850.  They  have  two  children,  both  residing 
at  home. 

G.  M.  A.  Fortier,  M.  D.,  was  born  at  Saint 
David,  Canada,  on  the  15tli  of  April,  1857.  He 
received  his  education  at  Victoria  College,  Mon- 
treal, graduating  on  the  21th  of  March,  1881,  and 
came  directly  to  Little  halls,  where  he  follows  his 
profession. 

Phillip  II.  Gross,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  in  1840,  and  came  to  America  in  1803.  For 
three  years  lie  was  engaged  in  cigar-making  in 
Indiana.  I Le  then  came  to  St.  Cloud  and  carried 
on  the  same  business  for  two  years.  After  living 
on  a farm  until  1880,  he  came  to  Little  Falls  and 
built  the  Little  Falls  House,  of  which  ho  is  still 
the  proprietor. 

William  Geo  non  Green  was  born  in  Somer- 
setshire, England,  on  the  0th  of  April,  1850.  He. 
remained  there,  receiving  an  education,  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  sea,  and  was 
cabin  boy  on  a schooner.  In  1800,  he  came  to 
America,  locating  in  New  York,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  a farm  until  coming  to  Minnesota,  in 
1807.  Soon  after  his  removal  to  this  State,  he 
came  to  Little  Falls  and  purchased  his  farm,  which 
contains  about  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  In 


1874,  Mr.  Green  was  married  to  Mrs.  Sarah  H. 
Hammond,  who  had  three  children,  one  daughter 
and  two  sons,  by  her  first  marriage,  and  has  three 
daughters  and  one  son  by  the  present  union. 

William  E.  IIaktinii  was  born  in  Lancaster, 
Lancaster  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1832.  There 
he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  has  since 
been  his  occupation.  In  1871,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota and  located  in  St.  Paul,  and  for  three  years 
was  with  the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  Bail- 
road  Company,  as  carpenter  and  machinist.  Then 
went  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Junction  and  was  in 
charge  of  the  round  house  at  that  place  till  1870. 
He  came  to  Little  Falls  in  the  latter  year,  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  carpentering  aild  building, 
employing  from  twelve  to  fifteen  men  in  the  sum- 
mer season.  Mr.  Hal  ting  has  a son  who  is  a part- 
ner with  him  in  business. 

Elvin  G.  Hill  was  born  in  St.  James  Parisl^ 
New  Brunswick,  on  the  9th  of  May,  1833.  AVhen 
lie  was  six  years  of  age,  his  jiarents  removed  to 
Maine,  and  in  1855,  he  came  to  the  town  of  Belle- 
vue, Minnesota.  Ho  served  three  years  in  Com- 
pany E,  of  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 
In  the  spring  of  1807,  he  went  to  California  and 
returned  in  the  fall.  In  1870,  Air.  Hill  bought 
three  hundred  acres  of  land,  on  which  was  a good 
water-power,  grist  and  saw-mill.  In  1879,  he 
sold  the  grist-mill  to  E.  S.  Getchell  who  removed 
it  to  Swan  river,  where  it  has  been  remodeled  and 
rebuilt.  He  also  sold  the  farm  to  his  brother,  II. 
S.  Hill,  and  is  now  living  in  Little  Falls  village, 
lie  was  married  on  the  22d  of  January,  1873,  to 
Miss  Isadora  A.  Mix,  of  Vermont.  They  have 
four  children. 

Henry  Harrison  was  born  near  the  city  of 
Charleston,  Virginia,  on  the  4th  of  November, 
1829.  His  father  moved  to  Arkansas  in  1830,  and 
three  years  later,  to  Covington,  Kentucky,  where 
our  subject  received  his  education  and  afterwards 
attended  the  high-school  at  Georgetown  for  a year. 
After  leaving  school,  lie  learned  the  printer’s  trade, 
and  in  1857,  was  employed  on  the  “Cincinnati 
Daily  Commercial”  until  the  15th  of  April,  1801, 
when  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the  Fifth  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  On  being  discharged  lie  re- 
enlisted  as  a veteran  in  the  Heavy  Artillery,  under 
Captain  AVebb.  On  the  30th  of  July,  1804,  lie  was 
wounded,  taken  to  the  AVhito  Hall  hospital  and 
kept  for  one  year,  since  which  time  he  has  received 
a pension.  On  his  removal  from  the  hospital  he 
went  to  New  Jersey,  where  he  published  the  “New 
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Jersey  Mechanic”  two  years,  after  which  ho  ciuno 
to  Minnesota  and  selected  his  present  farm  in 
Little  Lulls.  Ho  did  not  move  hero,  however, 
until  after  an  engagement  of  several  years  on  the 
“ St.  Paul  Evening  Dispatch,”  and  about  two 
years  on  the  “ Sibley  County  Independent.”  It 
was  then,  in  1875,  that  he  located  in  this  place, 
and  has  since  been  elected  to  the  ofliee  of  Assessor 
three  times.  In  1867,  Miss  Annie  McCoy,  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  became  his  wife.  They  have  had 
three  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

Patrick  W.  Hayes  was  born  in  Limerick  coun- 
ty, Ireland,  on  the  15th  of  August,  1842.  At  the 
age  of  eleven  years,  he  came  to  America  with  his 
sister,  two  years  his  senior,  and  joined  their  father 
in  Canada.  In  1857,  Mr.  Hayes  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and,  though  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  was 
employed  as  traveling  salesman  by  Temple  and 
Baupre,  wholesale  grocers  of  St.  Paul.  He  con- 
tinued in  the  business  until  1873,  making  trips  to 
the  Indian  Agencies  at  Crow  Wing  and  Leech 
Lake  at  regular  intervals,  usually  having  charge 
of  six  loaded  teams  on  these  trips;  also  traded  at 
stores  along  the  route.  In  1873,  he  came  to  Little 
Falls,  and  two  years  later,  removed  to  Long  Prai- 
rie, Todd  county,  where  he  was  County  Commis- 
sioner five  years  and  held  some  town  office  every 
year.  He  came  to  his  present  farm  in  1881.  On 
the  20th  of  December,  1866,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Alice  E Churchill,  of  Little  Falls.  They 
have  had  six  children;  one  died  in  infancy,  and 
five  are  living. 

William  H.  Harker  is  a native  of  Dubuque 
county,  Iowa.  Since  1879,  he  has  been  Assistant 
Station  Agent  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  at  Little  Falls,  excepting  six  months, 
when  he  was  at  Jamestown  Station  in  Dakota. 

Louis  Kami. in  was  born  in  Canada,  in  1833. 
When  he  was  a child,  the  family  removed  to 
Northampton,  Massachusetts.  In  Belcliertown, 
Massachusetts,  lie  learned  the  blacksmith  trade,  at 
which  lie  was  employed  until  1856,  when  he  came 
to  Little  Falls.  Here,  for  eight  years,  he  followed 
the  lumbering  business,  but  since  1864,  has  been 
engaged  at  his  trade. 

Thomas  J.  Hayes,  Sheriff  of  Morrison  county 
since  1872,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1846.  The 
family  came  to  Canada  in  1853,  where  Thomas 
remained  till  1861,  and  came  to  Port  Huron,  Mich- 
igan. For  two  years  he  was  engaged  as  clerk  in 
the  Post-ollice,  then  removing  to  Kentucky,  lie  was 
employed  as  clerk  in  a store.  In  1 86(1,  Mr.  Hayes 


came  to  Little  Falls,  and  for  six  years,  was  em- 
ployed in  drawing  JYeight,  for  the  frontier  Forts, 
but  has  since  acceptably  filled  the  position  above 
mentioned. 

Elliott  J.  Kidder,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Allegheny  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  the  5tli  of  June,  1831.  When  six  years 
of  age  he  removed  with  his  parents  to  Iowa,  loca- 
ting near  Iowa  City.  The  winter  of  1847-48,  he 
spent  at  McGregor,  Iowa,  and  in  1849,  he,  with 
his  father,  John  M.  Kidder,  after  looking  about 
St.  Paul  and  St.  Anthony,  visited  Big  Meadows. 
In  1853,  they  came  to  Little  Falls  and  opened  a 
store,  which  they  carried  on  until  the  death  of  his 
father  in  1864.  Then  he  carried  on  the  enterprise 
alone  until  sometime  during  the  summer,  when 
he  closed  the  business,  but  resided  in  the  village 
until  1877.  He  then  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
his  land  being  entered  at  the  first  land  sale,  in 
1855.  Mr.  Kidder  was  one  of  the  first  County 
Commissioners  of  this  county,  has  held  several 
local  offices,  and  always  taken  an  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs.  He  was  married  on  the  25th  of  De- 
cember, 1853,  to  Miss  Matilda  A.  Trimble,  of  Iowa 
City.  They  have  had  nine  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living. 

Charles  H.  Laird  was  born  on  the  5th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1848,  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  In  1862,  he  came 
with  his  parents  to  AVisconsin;  served  for  eight 
months  in  Company  D,  of  the  Fourteenth  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  a 
carpenter  shop  at  Eau  Claire.  Mr.  Laird  spent  a 
few  months  at  Fergus  Falls,  Minnesota,  in  1880, 
and  later,  was  in  Chippewa  Falls,  Wisconsin,  and 
also  one  winter  engaged  as  a clerk  in  a hotel 
at  Black  River  Falls.  In  the  spring  of  1881,  he 
came  to  this  township,  where  he  has  been  occu- 
pied at  his  trade.  On  the  3d  of  April,  1868,  lio 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Keenan,  who  has  borne 
him  five  children,  only  two  of  whom  are  living,  a 
boy  and  a girl. 

Moses  Lefond,  a native  of  Lower  Canada,  was 
born  on  a farm  on  the  7th  of  March,  183(5,  where 
he  remained  until  nineteen  years  old.  Then,  earn- 
ing to  Minnesota,  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber- 
ing business  on  the  Mississippi  and  Rum  rivers. 
In  1856,  he  came  to  Little  Falls,  where,  for  six 
years,  lie  devoted  his  time  to  various  occupations. 
The  thirteen  years  following  he  was  in  a butcher 
shop,  where  for  seven  years  he  supplied  Fort  Aber- 
crombie with  beef.  Ho  then  became  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  which  lie  still  follows.  In 
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1880,  1 10  built,  it  tmiiill  Haw  mill,  which  ho  uIho  op- 
erates. l it  187-1,  Mr.  Refund  was  n monibor  of  the 
State  Logisliituro,  and  to  him  is  mainly  duo  the 
passage  of  the  act  protecting  settlers  who  had  lo- 
cated on  the  railroad  lands. 

J.  D.  Lachance,  present  County  Auditor  of 
Morrison  county,  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  19th 
of  October,  1845.  In  May,  18G5,  he  came  to  Lit- 
tle Falls,  where  lie  hits  since  resided.  Mr.  La- 
chance has  been  County  Auditor  since  1872,  has 
itlso  held  the  offices  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Dep- 
uty Sheriff,  and  Clerk  of  the  District  Court. 

W.  T.  Lambert,  present  Traasurer  of  Morrison 
county,  was  born  in  Aroostook  county,  Maine,  on 
the  24th  of  January,  1838.  In  1856,  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  in  1861,  enlisted  in  the  army,  serv- 
ing three  years  and  ten  months,  returning  to  his 
home  in  this  county.  He  was  elected  Treasurer 
in  1877,  which  office  he  has  since  tilled. 

Samuel  Lee  was  born  in  Somersetshire,  Eng- 
land, on  the  23d  of  February,  1823.  He  learned 
the  trade  of  a mill-wriglit,  and  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen, came  to  America,  locating  in  Madison  county, 
Illinois,  where  for  live  years,  he  was  employed  at 
his  former  occupation.  Then,  coming  to  Little 
Falls,  Minnesota,  in  1855,  he  was  engaged  at  his 
trade  for  two  years,  and  in  October,  purchased 
a farm  in  section  eight,  and  remained  for  a year  or 
two,  moving  to  Todd  county,  and  in  I860,  returned 
to  his  farm.  In  September,  18G3,  Mr.  Leo  enlisted 
at  Fort  Knelling,  in  Company  T,  of  the  Independ- 
ent Cavalry,  under  Captain  Boyd.  During  his  en- 
tire service  of  three  years,  he  was  at  the  frontier 
Forts.  Mr.  Lee,  in  company  with  his  sons,  is  now 
engaged  in  building  a flour  mill  in  Swan  River 
township,  which  is  the  only  one  in  the  town.  The 
machinery  will  be  propelled  by  a fifty  horse-power 
engine,  with  a capacity  for  grinding  twenty- live 
barrels  of  Hour  in  twelve  hours.  Mr.  Leo  was  mar- 
ried in  1848,  to  Miss  Jane  Green,  of  Somersetshire, 
England.  They  have  had  fourteen  children;  eight 
of  whom  are  living,  four  boys  and  four  girls. 

Samuel  McCauley  was  born  on  the  9th  of 
August,  1853,  at  St.  Hyacinthe,  Canada  East.  On 
the  22d  of  November,  1865,  he  came  to  Concord, ' 
New  Hampshire,  where  he  learned  the  carriage 
painter’s  trade  with  Abbott  and  Downing.  He 
remained  with  them  for  eight  and  a half  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time,  he  came  to  Little  Falls  and 
started  the  Concord  Carriage  Works. 

F.  W.  McNally  was  born  on  the  22d  of  March, 
1814,  in  the  state  of  Rhode  Island.  Ho  came  to 


Wisconsin  in  1846,  and  when  the  war  broke  out, 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  serving  till  after  the  first  battle  of  Bull 
llun.  Two  years  later,  he  went  to  Erie  county, 
New  York,  and  re-enlisted  in  Company  1),  of  the 
Forty -ninth  New  York  Infantry;  served  nearly 
three  years,  and  re-enlisted  in  the  same  company. 
Was  wounded  at  Cedar  Creek,  Virginia,  and  dis- 
charged, but  on  the  25tli  of  June,  1866,  he  again 
enlisted,  this  time  in  the  Forty-fourth  United 
States  Infantry  and  served  three  years.  On  ac- 
count of  the  loss  of  a limb,  while  in  the  service, 
Mr.  McNally  receives  a pension.  On  the  9th  of 
September,  1877,  he  came  to  Little  Falls,  where 
he  is  engaged  at  his  trade,  that  of  a painter. 

Robert  C.  Masters,  a native  of  Virginia,  was 
born  on  the  26th  of  April,  1809.  When  but  an 
infant,  his  parents  removed  to  Kentucky,  where 
our  subject  attended  school.  In  1828,  the  family 
removed  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  Robert  attending 
school  there  two  years,  then  engaged  as  teacher 
one  year,  and  afterwards  devoted  his  time  to  farm- 
ing and  surveying.  Since,  1855,  Minnesota  has 
claimed  him  as  a resident,  he  first  locating  in  Da- 
kota county,  where  he  was  twice  elected  to  the 
State  Legislature  by  the  Democratic  party.  Came 
to  his  present  farm  in  1878,  and  has  since  held 
the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  two  years.  Was 
married  in  1833,  to  Miss  Nancy  Ann  Traler,  a 
native  of  Kentucky.  They  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom,  three  girls  and  four  boys, 
are  living. 

William  Nicholson,  the  oldest  living  settler  of 
Morrison  county,  was  born  in  Venango  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1828.  When 
he  was  a child  his  parents  removed  to  western 
Ohio,  where  his  mother  died,  in  1814.  The  follow- 
ing year,  William  left  home,  and  came  with  friends 
to  the  Platte  Mounds,  in  Wisconsin.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1847,  he  came  to  Minnesota  with  a surveying 
party,  and  was  engaged  in  surveying  north  of  St. 
Paul.  In  the  fall  he  joined  a crew  who  came  up 
the  river,  near  this  vicinity,  for  timber  for  the  dam 
then  about  to  be  built  at  St.  Anthony.  Returning 
to  St.  Paul,  he  spent  the  winter  on  the  survey,  and 
returned  to  Wisconsin  in  March.  In  July,  1848, 
on  the  removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indians  from 
Wisconsin  and  Iowa,  he  engaged  as  Government 
teamster  at  Watab  and  Long  Prairie.  In  the  lat- 
ter place  ho  found  the  Indian  agent,  Fletcher,  and 
remained  in  his  employ  until  October,  putting  up 
a building  for  a trading  post.  The  winter  of 
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1811)  50,  was  spout  in  the  pineries.  The  follow- 
ing August,  he  name  to  Swan  River,  remaining 
until  1858.  After  the  Indian  outbreak,  at  the 
time  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chippewns,  he  was 
taken  prisoner,  not  being  held  long  however. 

I till  ing  the  period  of  anxiety  and  alarm,  Mr.  N ieh- 
olson  was  of  great  service  to  the  garrison  and 
settlers,  making  several  secret  trips,  and  once,  at  a 
great  risk,  guiding  James  Whitehead  and  Lafferty, 
the  former  bearer  of  a very  important  dispatch,  to 
Crow  Wing  Agency.  In  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr. 
Nicholson  went  on  a trapping  and  limiting  expe- 
dition, and  then  settled  at  Little  Falls,  remaining 
seven  years,  and  removed  to  his  present  farm.  In 
1851,  he  was  married,  at  Swan  River,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Anoka,  who  died  in  1853,  leaving  one  daugh- 
ter, Mary,  now  a milliner  at  Brainerd. 

John  F.  Oneu,  is  a Canadian  by  birth,  his 
nativity  dating  the  5th  of  August,  1858.  In  Oc- 
tober, 187U,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  has  re- 
sided with,  or  on  the  farm  of  his  cousin,  T.  J. 
Hayes.  Mr.  Oneil  has  purchased  a farm  on  section 
thirty.  He  has  two  brothers,  Thomas  and  Michael, 
and  also  a sister,  Johanna,  in  this  place.  His 
mother  came  here  in  1880,  and  died  during  the 
winter. 

Josiah  Page  is  a native  of  Hampton,  New 
Hampshire.  He  received  a good  education  in  his 
native  place,  and  afterward  learned  the  currier’s 
trade,  at  which  he  was  employed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire and  Massachusetts  until  the  4th  of  January, 
1864.  He  then  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-third  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer  Infantry,  Company  A,  serv- 
ing till  mustered  out  in  North  Carolina,  on  the 
25th  of  June,  1865.  During  Ids  service,  he  par- 
ticipated in  several  active  engagements,  and  when 
discharged,  returned  to  his  native  State.  Came  to 
Minnesota  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Freeborn  county,  which  was  his  residence 
till  coining  to  his  present  farm  on  the  10th  of 
June,  1875.  Miss  Cordelia  Rumpus,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, became  his  wife  in  1850.  They  have 
had  three  sons,  two  of  whom  are  living;  Warren 
L.  and  Charles  W. 

Milo  Porter,  a native  of  Watertown,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  7th  of  July,  1818.  When 
he  was  young,  Ids  parents  moved  to  St.  Lawrence 
county,  when'  he  remained  until  about  twenty- 
four  years  of  age.  lie  then  went  to  Allegany 
county,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming.  In 
1851,  he  came  west,  locating  in  Sauk  county,  Wis- 
consin, being  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  be- 


tween Reedsburg  and  Bamboo,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  He  then  moved  to  Juneau 
county,  where  he  married  Mrs.  Aurelia  Wirtz  in 
1863.  The  following  year  lie  came  to  Little  Falls, 
residing  for  four  years  on  the  east  side,  one  year 
us  landlord  of  what  is  now  the  Vasaly  House,  and 
the  balance  of  the  time  in  the  lumber  business. 
In  1868,  he  settled  in  section  seventeen,  where  he 
still  resides.  Mr.  Porter  served  for  about  one  year 
in  Company  E,  of  the  Sixteenth  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, most  of  the  time  as  Color  Sergeant.  He 
was  wounded  at  Tallahachee,  and  discharged  on 
account  of  injuries  received  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 
They  have  four-  children;  Asa,  Hermon,  Warren, 
and  Leslie. 

William  Pedley  was  born  near  London,  Eng- 
land, on  the  4th  of  January,  1836.  Leaving  his 
birthplace  when  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  America,  located  in  Ohio  and  remained 
until  June,  1855,  when  he  came  to  this  place.  He 
took  a claim  in  section  nine,  and  built  a house  in 
the  village  where  he  resided  two  years,  and  then 
came  to  his  claim.  Mr.  Pedley  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers of  this  county  as  well  as  of  the  town,  has 
been  County  Commissioner  and  held  several  town 
offices.  He  was  married  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on 
the  31st  of  May,  1855,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  llagan, 
formerly  of  Cambridgeshire,  England.  They  have 
had  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living.  Two 
daughters  are  graduates  of  the  Normal  school  and 
teach  in  this  county,  and  one  has  yet,  but  par- 
tially completed  her  course. 

Hon.  Nathan  Richardson,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Morrison  county,  and  its  first  Register 
of  Deeds,  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  New  York, 
on  the  24th  of  February,  1820.  When  Nathan  was 
about  six  years  old,  his  parents  moved  to  Mielii- 
igan,  and  settled  in  the  town  of  Commerce,  Oak- 
land county,  lie  received  his  education  at  the 
district  school,  and  at  the  Romeo  Academy,  teach- 
ing school  live  winters  before  leaving  Michigan. 
In  the  autumn  of  1854,  lie  came  to  the  territory 
of  Minnesota,  and  after  remaining  a short  time  in 
8St.  Paul,  went  up  the  Rum  river,  and  spent  the 
winter  in  lumbering.  In  the  spring  of  1855,  lie 
located  at  Little  Falls,  then  containing  little  more 
than  the  site  of  a town,  three  families  being  there, 
living  in  log  houses.  A saw  mill  was  in  opera- 
tion, but  Chippewas  were  much  more  adundant 
than  white  people.  The  first  work  Mr.  Richardson 
did  here  was  to  go  into  the  woods,  cut  the  trees, 
and  hew  and  haul  the  timber  fora  hotel,  which  hi' 
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and  his  cousin,  Lewis  Richardson,  erected.  When 
the  county  was  organized,  Mr.  Richardson  was 
elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and  was  therefore,  e.v- 
ojlicio , Olerlt  of  the  board  of  County  Commission- 
ers, which  included  also  the  duties  of  County  Audi- 
tor and  Treasurer.  lie  held  the  ollico  of  Register 
between  seven  and  eight  years;  then  engaged  in 
mercantile  trade  till  1871,  studying  law  mean- 
while, as  he  could  command  the  time.  In  1872, 
he  commenced  legal 'studies  with  more  earnest- 
ness, was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1876,  and  is  now 
engaged  iu  the  practice  of  law.  He  was  a mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature  in  18G7,  1872,  and 
1878;  was  Chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian 
affairs  during  the  second  session;  of  the  commit- 
tee on  towns  and  counties  during  the  third;  and 
was  also  on  the  committee  on  public  lands  and  sev- 
eral special  committees.  He  is  quite  active  in 
politics,  and  is  usually  a delegate  from  his  county 
in  district  and  State  conventions.  Mr.  Richardson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  A.  Roof, 
of  Morrison  county,  in  June,  1857.  They  have 
five  children;  Clara,  Martin  M.,  Raymond  J., 
Francis  A.,  and  Mary  A. 

I Ion.  Petek  Roy,  deceased,  was  born  on  the  23d 
of  February,  1828,  in  what  is  now  Itasca  county. 
Minnesota.  His  parents  were  both  half-breeds, 
and  had  a large  family  of  children,  six  of  whom 
are  living.  In  1875,  Peter  Roy  came  to  Morrison 
county,  remaining  on  a farm  until  1857,  when  he 
moved  to  Crow  Wing  and  opened  a store.  He  re- 
turned to  his  farm  in  this  county,  in  18G2,  and 
four  years  later  sold  it,  moved  to  Little  Falls,  and 
until  his  death,  devoted  most  of  his  time  to  the 
hotel  business.  Mr.  Roy  was  three  times  elected 
to  the  Legislature,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death 
was  Town  Clerk.  Ho  was  married  on  the  3d  of 
November,  1853,  at  the  Chippewa  Agency,  to  Miss 
Philemon  Chouinurd,  who  was  also  part  Indian. 
Fourteen  children  wore  born  to  them,  ten  of  whom 
are  still  living.  Mr.  Roy  died  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1881.  Rising  in  the  morning,  he  was  ap- 
parently as  well  as  ever,  and  while  conversing 
with  a friend,  dropped  from  his  chair,  and  before 
a physician  could  get  to  him  he  was  dead. 

William  H.  Rolpii  was  born  at  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, on  the  14th  of  August,  1842.  In  I860,  he 
went  to  the  Southern  States,  and  when  the  war 
broko  out  was  forced  into  service.  After  several 
unsuccessful  attempts  he  made  good  his  escape, 
and  in  18G3,  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Gales- 
burg, where  he  resided  until  1870.  Then,  coming 


to  Minnesota,  he  lived  at  St.  Cloud  for  seven 
years,  when  he  removed  to  his  jiresent  farm  at 
Little  Falls.  Mr.Rolph  is  a painter,  and  devotes 
a great  portion  of  his  time  to  that  occupation.  On 
the  lOtli  of  November,  1875,  lie  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  Knettlo,  of  Brockway  Prairie. 

Joseph  H.  Roy  was  born  in  St.  Francois  du 
Lac,  Canada,  in  1856.  At  the  age  of  eighteen, 
he  graduated  in  the  Sorel  College,  after  which  he 
assisted  his  father,  who  was  Collector  of  Inland 
Revenue.  In  1879,  he  came  to  Little  Falls,  and 
was  for  a short  time  eugaged  in  a store;  but  the 
past  year,  he  has  been  employed  in  the  oflices  of 
the  County  Auditor  and  Treasurer. 

T.  C.  Kinne,  a native  of  Norwich,  Connecticut, 
was  bom  on  the  17tli  of  September,  1847.  In  1871, 
he  graduated  at  the  Hartford  Theological  Semi- 
nary, and  moved  to  Wellsville,  Kansas,  where,  for 
three  years,  he  was  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
church  of  that  place.  He  then  came  to  Bellevue, 
Morrison  county,  and  had  charge  of  the  Union 
church  of  that  place.  On  account  of  poor  health, 
Mr.  Kinne  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  pulpit,  and 
in  1880,  came  to  Little  Falls  where  he  now  resides. 

John.  H.  Rhodes  was  born  at  Ithaca,  New  York, 
in  1846.  When  young  he  learned  the  drug  busi- 
ness, at  which  he  worked  for  a time  in  his  native 
State.  In  1871,  became  to  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota, 
and  opened  a drug  store,  which  he  continued  till 
coming  to  Little  Falls  in  1877. 

Alfhed  F.  Storey  is  a native  of  Gabon,  Ohio, 
and  was  born  on  the  22d  of  November,  1853,  and 
received  his  education  at  the  Central  College  of 
Iberia,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1873,  and 
a year  later,  located  at  Sauk  Centre,  where  lie  read 
law  with  Miner  and  Barto,  till  the  fall  of  1876. 
At  the  hitter  date  he  removed  to  St.  Cloud,  com- 
pleted his  studies  in  the  office  of  Oscar  Taylor, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  July,  1877.  He 
practiced  in  that  place,  with  Mr.  Taylor,  till  com- 
ing to  Tattle  Falls,  in  July,  1879.  A few  days 
after  coming  to  this  town,  he  was  appointed 
County  Attorney  to  lill  a vacancy,  and  occupied 
the  position  till  the  close  of  the  term.  In  the  fall 
of  1880,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  which 
position  he  still  occupies. 

Jonathan  Simmons  was  born  on  the  29th  of 
March,  1851,  at  Medina  county,  Ohio.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  this  place  in  1856,  and  in 
1868,  removed  to  Louisiana,  remaining  (ill  about 
1873.  Then  came  to  Little  Falls,  and  since  his 
residence  here  has  been  prominent  in  public  life; 
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was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1878.  Miss 
Charlotte  Sparks,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  be- 
came his  wife  in  the  spring  of  1873.  They 
had  one  child,  who  died  at  the  ago  of  two  years. 

Fuanic  I!.  Simmons,  a brother  of  Jonathan,  was 
born  at  Little  Falls,  on  the  18th  of  January,  1859. 
He  attended  school  one  year  at  Minneapolis,  then 
learned  the  printer’s  trade  in  the  “ Transcript  ’’ 
olliee  of  this  place,  and  now  has  a job  oilice  in 
the  Post-oilice  building.  He  is  also  Deputy  Post- 
master. 

At, n on  G.  Stone  was  born  in  Sturbridge,  Mas- 
sachusetts, on  the  13th  of  December,  1830.  In 
early  childhood  he  removed  to  Vermont,  and  in 
fall  of  1870,  to  Iowa.  Mr.  Stone  is  a carpenter, 
and  has  worked  at  his  trade  for  the  last  twenty 
years.  He  came  to  this  place  in  1879;  has  a resi- 
dence in  the  village,  and  owns  a farm  on  sections 
twenty  and  twenty-one,  near  the  village.  Was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  llill  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1852.  They  have  four  sons,  one  em- 
ployed on  the  farm,  one  at  carpenter  work,  one 
in  the  employ  of  the  Railroad  Company,  and  one 
at  school. 

O.  W.  Sylvestek  was  born  in  Waldo  county, 
Maine,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1837.  He  rejnained 
in  his  native  State  until  nineteen  yesrs  of  age, 
when  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  Mor- 
rison county.  Was  engaged  in  various  pursuits 
until  1802,  when  ho  went  to  Crow  Wing  and 
was  in  mercantile  business  until  18G7,  when  he 
returned  to  Morrison  county,  and  has  since  re- 
sided in  Little  Calls.  Mr.  Sylvester  was  married 
in  18i!7,  to  Miss  Ellen  It.  Gilman,  daughter  of 
Hon.  David  Gilman,  of  Watab.  They  have  had 
three  children,  but  one  of  whom,  Oshon  W.,  is 
living. 

John  Shea,  a native  of  Northampton,  New 
Brunswick,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  November, 
1823.  When  about  twenty-eight  years  of  age,  he 
removed  to  Maine,  and  three  years  later,  to  Min- 
nesota. His  first  winter  here  was  spent  in  the 
pinery,  since  which  time  he  has  devoted  several 
years  to  the  lumber  business.  He  purchased  Ids 
claim  on  section  eighteen,  of  a half-breed,  and 
entered  it  at  the  lirst  land  sale,  at  the  usual  Gov- 
ernment price.  The  Chippewa  Indians  were 
numerous  at  that  time,  and  sometimes  very 
troublesome.  Mrs.  Shea  is  a lady  very  much  inter- 
ested in  educational,  religious,  and  social  matters. 
On  tho  21st  of  September,  1817,  they  were  mar- 
ried at  Woodstock,  New  Brunswick.  They  have 


had  nine  children;  four  died  in  infancy,  and  five 
are  living. 

Aukaiiaivi  St.  Pierhe  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
December,  1855,  in  Canada.  In  1878,  became  here 
and  joined  bis  brother  Toussaent,  who  had  been  a 
resident  of  the  State  since  18(14.  They  are  equal 
shareholders  in  a fine  farm  on  section  twenty - 
eight.  Toussaent  was  born  in  Canada  on  the  3d 
of  October,  1848,  and  married  in  July,  1875,  to 
Miss  Philomon  Roy,  daughter  of  the  late  Hon. 
Peter  Roy. 

Jonathan  O.  Simmons  was  born  in  Westfield, 
Medina  county,  Ohio,  on  the  12tli  of  January, 
1821.  He  remained  on  the  farm  till  seventeen 
years  old;  then  clerked  in  a store  until  twenty- 
one.  For  the  tifteen  years  prior  to  coming 
to  Little  Falls,  he  was  engaged  in  various  occu- 
pations in  his  native  State.  He  opened  the  first 
store  at  La  Fayette,  and  was  also  engaged  in  tho 
manufacture  of  Hour,  but  principally  devoted  his 
time  to  live  stock  and  the  farm.  In  1857,  he  came 
to  this  place,  and  for  two  and  a half  years  was  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  one  year  in  a hotel. 
Then,  in  1801,  he  moved  to  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
where  lie  was  in  the  employ  of  tho  United  States 
Government  for  a year,  thence  to  Louisiana,  re- 
maining for  live  years  in  the  mercantile  business. 
Revisiting  Little  Falls  in  18G7,  he  remained  for 
two  years,  and  then  went  to  Bismarck  and  pre- 
empted land  on  which  ho  lived  for  three  years, 
lie  finally  returned  to  Little  Falls,  where  he  has 
since  been  practicing  medicine.  Mr.  Simmons 
has  also  served  as  Justice  of  tho  Peace,  Probate 
Judge,  County  Attorney,  and  Register  of  Deeds. 

I’ it  a nic  Isaiah  Souliee  was  born  in  Jcllerson 
county,  Indiana,  on  the  31st  of  July,  1857.  When 
he  was  about  four  years  old,  his  parents  moved  to 
Minnesota,  locating  in  Rice  county,  where  they 
remained  about  eighteen  years.  Mr.  Sclilief 
learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  for  the  greater 
portion  of  that  time  resided  with  his  parents.  In 
1878,  he  came  to  Little  Falls  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  in 
section  fourteen. 

Geoiuje  L.  Staples,  deceased,  a native  of 
Maine,  came  to  Minnesota  in  185(1.  After  spend- 
ing one  winter  in  Stillwater,  he  removed  to  Kann- 
beo  county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  several  years.  Mr.  Staples  founded  tho 
town  of  Brunswick,  now  the  county  seat  of  Kana- 
bec county,  naming  it  for  tho  town  in  his  native 
State.  After  moving  from  the  latter  place,  he  lo 
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cated  at  Elk  River,  and  was  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral mercantile  business  for  about  four  years. 
Tin'll  removed  to  Moutieello,  where  ho  followed 
the  some  business  until  Iuh  death  on  the  18t.li  of 
December,  1809.  lie  left  a wife  and  8i\  children^ 
live  lioyH,  one  of  whom  died  about  six  months 
after  his  rather,  and  one  daughter,  Mrs.  William 
Tubbs,  now  deceased.  His  two  sons,  Isaac  E.  and 
Samuel  I1'.,  were  both  born  in  Brunswick,  Minne- 
sota. 

Isaac  1C.  was  born  on  the  27th  of  April,  1859. 
Ih'  was  married  on  the  27th  of  December,  1879,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Chance,  of  Delano;  they  have  one 
child,  Cora  May. 

Samuel  F.  was  also  born  in  Brunswick,  on  the 
19th  of  November,  1 SCO.  In  February,  1881,  the 
two  brothers  located  in  Little  Falls,  and  are  in 
partnership  in  the  jewelry  business. 

John  P.  Smith  was  born  in  the  town  of  Rod- 
ney, Mississippi,  in  1852.  In  1803,  the  family 
came  to  Clinton  Falls,  Minnesota,  where  John  at- 
tended school  four  years.  Then,  moving  to  Owa- 
tonna,  he  was  employed  in  a printing  office  for  a 
year  and  a half,  lieturning  to  Mississippi,  he  was 
for  two  years  engaged  as  overseer  on  a cotton 
plantation.  In  about  1870,  Mr.  Smith  came  to 
Dodge  county,  Minnesota,  and  resided  on  a farm 
for  two  years,  and  then,  for  about  six  months,  had 
charge  of  a hotel  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  He 
then  returned  to  Dodge  county,  and  carried  on  a 
meat  market  for  about  two  years.  His  next  move 
was  to  Waterville,  LeSueur  county,  where  he  also 
conducted  the  meat  business  for  a short  time,  and 
then  came  to  Little  Falls,  where  ho  has  been 
engaged  in  the  same  line. 

James  li.  Steele  was  born  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
on  the  noth  of  December,  1815.  In  1851,  the 
family  came  to  Little  Falls,  where  James  lived 
until  seventeen  years  of  age.  Then  going  to 
Leech  Lake,  he  worked  three  years  at  the  trading- 
post,  thence  to  Crow  Wing,  in  the  same  business, 
for  four  years.  In  1809,  lie  returned  to  Little 
Falls,  and  was  in  a meat  market  for  a short  time; 
then  for  a year  and  a half,  in  a hotel  at  Brainerd. 
Again  coming  to  Little  Falls,  Mr.  Steele  pur- 
chased a farm  just  north  of  the  village,  working 
on  it  for  five  years.  Since  1880,  he  has  been  em- 
ployed by  J.  Simmons  in  the  merchandise  busi- 
ness. 

Alfred  Tanner  was  born  in  Otsego  county, 
New  York,  in  1810.  When  he  was  about  nine 
years  of  age,  his  father  moved  with  his  family  to 


St.  Paul.  In  1857,  Mr.  Tanner  came  to  Little 
Falls,  where  ho  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business  for  some  twelve  years.  Then  selling  out, 
he  purchased  a farm,  which  hi'  carried  on  for  live 
years.  The  year  1871,  was  spent  in  tint  hotel 
business  at  the  same  place,  and  from  that  time  till 
1879,  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  different  houses. 
Tn  the  latter  year,  the  firm  of  Simmons, Worthing- 
ton & Tanner  was  formed,  which  existed  but  one 
year.  In  1881,  Mr.  Tanner  purchased  the  general 
merchandise  establishment  of  Leon  Houde,  which 
he  still  owns.  The  Post-office  is  here  located,  Mr. 
Tanner  acting  as  Postmaster. 

Anton  Tembreull  was  born  in  Westphalia, 
Germany,  on  the  17th  of  March,  1849.  At  the 
age  of  six  years,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Mil- 
waukee county,  Wisconsin.  In  1801,  he  removed 
to  St.  Joseph,  Stearns  county,  Minnesota,  and  in 
August,  1873,  came  to  this  town,  locating  on  the 
farm  which  has  since  been  his  home.  On  the  17th 
of  June,  1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Lan- 
ger,  who  has  borne  him  four  children. 

James  M.  Thornton  was  born  near  Sherbroke, 
Canada,  on  the  12th  of  March,  1837.  He  was 
engaged  in  driving  stage,  and  the  freight  business 
until  1858.  He  then  came  to  Wisconsin,  and  in 
1801,  to  Minnesota.  In  September  of  the  latter 
year,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  of  the  Second 
Minnesota  Infantry,  serving  until  July,  1805.  He 
was  wounded  at  the  battles  of  Chiekamauga,  Ken- 
esaw  Mountain,  and  at  the  burning  of  a bridge 
by  our  troops,  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah 
railroad.  Was  taken  prisoner  at  Chiekamauga, 
but  paroled  nine  days  later.  On  his  return  from 
tho  army  he  settled  in  Fillmore  county.  In  1878, 
he  purchased  a farm  in  this  place  and  moved  to  it 
tin;  following  year.  Mr.  Thornton  has  been  Dep- 
uty  Sheriff  for  the  past  four  years.  In  April, 
1874,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Annie  Collins,  who 
has  borne  him  two  children. 

AN'.  E.  Teh  ax  is  a native  of  Racine  county,  Wis- 
consin. He  has  for  twelve  years  held  responsible 
positions  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
since  the  10th  of  August,  1881,  has  been  Station 
Agent  at  Little  Falls.  Before  his  engagement 
with  this  road,  he  was  on  the  Burlington,  Cedar 
Rapids,  and  Northern  line. 

Louis  Vasaly,  a native  of  the  Canton  of  Ticino, 
Italy,  was  born  on  the  14th  of  November,  1823. 
He  graduated  at  the  Ticino  College  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  and  also  graduated  at  the  Col- 
lege of  Pharmacy.  Until  1803,  he  was  engaged 
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in  ft  drug  store  in  his  native  country.  In  the  lat- 
tor  your  he  eamo  to  Amorioii,  cntcrod  the  Tenth 
Unit  ,od  Hiatus  Infantry  and  nerved  us  Hospital 
Steward,  and  afterwards  an  a private  soldier.  At 
the  close  of  the  term  lie  was  commissioned  I\wt- 
trader  and  Postmaster  at  Fort  Pi  ploy,  where  lie 
remained  for  two  years.  Then  coming  to  this 
town  he  was  for  eight  years  in  the  drug  business. 
In  1875,  he  bought  the  Vasaly  House,  which  he 
rented  for  four  years,  and  then  took  possession 
himself,  and  lias  since  conducted  it.  Ho  was  mar- 
ried in  Italy,  on  the  15th  of  October,  1859,  to 
Miss  Frances  Ribre.  Of  ten  children,  the  result 
of  this  union,  but  seven  are  living. 

Lewis  G.  Worthington,  a native  of  Pittsfield, 
Illinois,  was  born  on  the  9tli  of  December,  1854. 
For  a short  time  lie  was  employed  in  mercantile 
establishments,  and  in  1875,  came  to  Little  Falls. 
Here  he  went  in  partnership  with  Mr.  J.  Simmons, 
but  severed  his  connection  with  the  firm  a short 
time  ago. 

John  Wetzel,  a native  of  Elgin,  Illinois,  was 
born  in  1856.  Soon  after  his  birth,  his  parents 
moved  to  Chicago,  and  in  1866,  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  where  Mr.  Wetzel  was  employed  in  a drug 
store.  In  1876,  the  firm  of  Rhodes  and  Wetzel 
was  formed,  and  two  years  later,  their  establish- 
ment at  Little  Falls  was  burned,  but  immediately 
rebuilt.  In  addition  to  their  stock  of  drugs,  they 
keep  a line  of  furnishing  goods,  boots,  shoes,  etc. 


MOTLEY. 


CHAPTER  CXLVI. 

DKSCKII-TIVIC  ORGANIZATION VILLAGE  OF  MOTLEY 

-BlOOliAlHlIOAL. 

Motley  embraces  all  that  portion  of  Morrison 
county  west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  lying  north 
of  township  one  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  in- 
cludes an  area  of  about  one  hundred  and  ten  square 
miles,  most  of  which  is  yet  unimproved. 

The  surface  is  gently  undulating,  mostly  titn- 
bered,  and  contains  some  excellent  pine  lands,  as 
well  as  some  of  the  best  tracts  of  hard  wood  found 
in  the  county.  Wild  meadow  and  light  brush — 
almost  prairie— make  up  the  balance. 

The  soil  is  varied,  presenting,  on  the  uplands, 
the  several  grades  of  sandy  loam,  with  occasional 
tracts  of  clay  loam.  The  few  farms  already  opened 
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are  sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  value  of  this  sec- 
tion as  an  agricultural  district. 

In  the  south  central  part  is  Lake  Alexander,  one 
of  the  finest  sheets  of  water  in  the  State.  It  is 
about  six  miles  long,  and  from  one  to  three  miles 
in  breadth.  It  has  already  attained  some  distinc- 
tion as  a fishing  ground,  and  the  surrounding 
woodlands  as  excellent  hunting  ground.  North- 
west of  Lake  Alexander  is  Fish  Trap  Lake,  a 
smaller  body  of  water,  and  north  of  this,  another 
of  moderate  size,  known  as  Black  Bass  Lake,  but 
called  by  the  Indians,  Lost  Alexander. 

Crow  Wing  river  forms  the  northern,  and  the 
Mississippi,  the.eastern  boundary,  which,  with  Fish 
Trap  creek  in  the  west,  furnishing  an  outlet  to  the 
first  tw'o  lakes  mentioned,  affords  ample  drainage. 
With  the  exception  of  two  or  three  settlers  near 
Lake  Alexander,  the  population  of  the  township  is 
confined  to  the  village  of  Motley,  to  the  location 
and  growth  of  which  is  due  the  organization  of 
the  town.  This  town  was  formerly  a part  of  Green 
Prairie,  but  was  set  apart  in  1879,  and  organized  in 
the  spring  of  that  year  by  the  election  of  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  Supervisors,  II.  B.  Morrison, 

Chairman,  Frank  Weston,  and  J.  A.  McMillen; 
Clerk,  H.  Hawkins;  Assessor,  J.  R.  McMillen; 
Treasurer,  II.  B.  Morrison. 

Motley  station  is  in  the  extreme  northwest  cor- 
ner of  the  town,  on  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad. 
This  is  the  only  point  in  Morrison  county  crossed 
by  this  line  of  road,  and  the  station  was  estab- 
lished as  soon  as  the  road  reached  here,  although 
no  settlers  were  then  within  several  miles  of  this 
point.  The  position  was  the  most  favorable  of 
any  for  a distributing  point  for  lumbermen’s  camp 
supplies,  and  was  established  for  that  purpose.  A 
station  and  freight  house  were  built,  the  former 
of  which  is  still  in  use.  The  latter  was  removed 
to  Aldrich  about  two  years  ago,  and  is  now  used 
as  a passenger  depot,  and  its  place,  has  been  filled 
by  a new  and  larger  building.  Grain  was  bought 
here  soon  after  the  station  was  established,  being 
brought  from  a great  distance  and  loaded  into 
cars.  The  first  elevator  was  built  about  1871,  by 
Chandler,  Fisher,  and  Waite,  of  Long  Praire,  who 
still  own  and  operate  it.  Another  was  built  by 
Barnes  & McGill  in  the  fall  of  1879  and  is  still  in 
operation. 

The  first  depot  agent  here  was  T.  J.  Rothpletz, 
in  1871.  He  remained  but  a short  time,  and  has 
been  followed  by  two  or  three  others  previous  to 
the  present  agent,  11.  Hawkins,  elsewhere  men- 
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tioned.  The  buildings  of  the  Railroad  Company, 
in  addition  to  those  mentioned,  are  a section  house 
and  water  tank. 

The  village  was  platted  by  the  Lake  Superior 
and  Puget  Sound  Company,  who  still  own  the  un- 
sold portion  within  the  village  limits. 

The  oldest  settler  here  is  Calvin  Priestly,  who 
came  as  employee  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  in  the  fall  of  1872.  A 'few  others  came 
within  the  next  two  years,  but  there  was  no  exten- 
sive settlement  or  improvement  until  the  arrival 
of  H.  R.  Morrison,  to  whose  energy  Motley  is 
chiefly  indebted  for  its  present  growth  and  pros- 
perity. 

A Post-office  was  established  in  1874,  and  Wil- 
liam Johnson  appointed  Postmaster.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  A.  McMillen,  the  present  incumbent, 
in  April,  1879. 

In  the  spring  of  1878,  H.  B.  Morrison  built  a 
lumber  mill  here,  which  furnished  employment  for 
quite  a number  of  men,  and  was  the  means  of  in- 
ducing several  families  to  settle  here.  During  the 
summer,  a school  was  opened  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few  children  then  here,  and  Mrs.  Prank  Severance 
was  employed  as  teacher,  being  paid  by  subscrip- 
tion. The  following  year  a school  district  was  or- 
ganized, and  a house  built,  mainly  by  subscription, 
and  the  school  taught  that  year  was  supported  by 
funds  mostly  obtained  in  the  same  manner.  The 
house  is  still  in  nse,  but  a new  and  more  commo- 
dious one  is  in  contemplation. 

Early  in  1879,  Rev.  S.  A.  Guerut,  a Methodist 
clergyman,  commenced  preaching  at  Motley,  and 
since  the  close  of  that  year,  weekly  service  has 
been  maintained.  A small  class  was  also  formed 
during  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Guerut’s  ministry. 

In  all  matters  effecting  the  growth  of  the  place, 
Mr.  Morrison  has  been  a leader,  and  yet  fortune 
has  not  always  him i led  upon  his  endeavors.  11  is 
first  mill  was  burned  a few  months  after  comple- 
tion, and  with  it  perished  one  of  the  workmen  who 
was  sleeping  in  the  building,  and  not  awakened 
until  too  late.  Mr-  Morrison  suffered  heavily  by 
this  (ire,  but,  nothing  daunted,  at  once  commenced 
the  erection  of  a much  larger  mill  which  is  now  in 
operation.  It  is  driven  by  steam,  and  has  a daily 
capacity  of  over  forty  thousand,  running  ten  hours, 
and  has  cut  eighty-two  thousand  in  a run  of  twen- 
ty-two hours.  Lath,  pickets,  etc.,  are  also  manu- 
factured in  largo  quantities,  and  a force  of  from 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  men  are  employed  in 
and  about  the  mill. 


In  May,  1881,  Mr.  Morrison  opened  a brick-yard, 
in  which  about  twenty  men  are  employed,  and  ex- 
pects to  increase  the  business  another  season,  em- 
ploying a much  larger  force. 

About  a mile  from  the  village,  another  lumber 
mill  was  started  in  1881,  by  Curtis  & Lawrence. 
It  is  also  a steam  mill,  with  a daily  capacity  of 
twenty-five  thousand,  besides  which  lath  and 
shingles  are  manufactured,  employing  about  twen- 
ty-five men. 

Motley  has  three  good  stores,  two  hotels,  and  is 
fairly  supplied  with  shops  and  artisans,  and  from 
the  wilderness  of  a few  years  ago  has  grown  a 
village  already  numbering  about  three  hundred, 
and  with  the  surrounding  country  just  developing 
its  agricultural  wealth,  its  continued  prosperity  is 
not  a matter  of  doubt. 

BIOGIiAPIIICAL. 

Walteb  H.  Benson  is  a native  of  Stowe,  Ver- 
mont, and  was  born  on  the  31st.  of  March,  1853. 
When  five  years  of  age  he  came  west  with  his  pa- 
rents, locating  in  Minneapolis.  The  year  follow- 
ing, they  moved  to  Clearwater,  Wright  county, 
where  the  family  now  reside,  Walter  making  his 
home  with  them  until  coming  to  this  place  in 
April,  1878.  He  has  since  been  in  the  employ  of 
II.  B.  Morrison,  having  the  general  supervision  of 
his  lumber  yard  at  this  place.  On  the  15th  of 
April,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Viola  Phil- 
lips, of  Clearwater,  who  died  in  the  same  place  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1880. 

Owen  Davis,  a native  of  Mercer  county,  Ohio, 
was  born  on  the  18th  of  May,  1837.  Resided 
there  until  the  2d  of  September,  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  of  the  Thirty-first  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry.  In  February,  1862,  he  was 
detailed,  and  some  time  after,  transferred  to  the 
United  State's  Signal  Corps,  serving  three  years. 
On  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  for- 
mer home  in  Ohio,  remaining  till  September,  1866. 
Then  removed  to  Mason  City,  Iowa;  was  engaged 
one  year  at  farming,  and  afterwards  employed  at 
his  trade,  that  of  carpenter  and  joiner.  In  De- 
cember, 1879,  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  which 
is  situated  in  Todd  county,  adjoining  the  village 
of  Motley.  He  devotes  the  greater  portion  of  his 
time  to  mechanical  work.  On  the;  17th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1864,  he  was  married  to  Mary  E.  Stanberry, 
of  Mercer  county,  Ohio.  They  have  three  chil- 
dren. 

IIenuy  Hawkins,  the  first  Town  Clerk,  and  also 
Station  Agent  at  Motley,  is  a native  of  Canada,  his 
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birth  dating  on  the  18th  of  February,  1851.  He 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1871,  since  which  time  lie 
lias  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company.  For  about  fourteen  months 
he  was  at  New  York  Mills,  and  one  month  at 
Moorhead,  from  which  latter  place  he  came  here 
in  October,  1877.  Was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Julia  Walker,  of  New  York  Mills,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1877.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
child. 

Peter  Knudson  is  a son  of  Danish  parents,  and 
was  born  on  the  12th  of  February,  1851,  near  the 
city  of  Odense,  on  the  Island  of  Tunen.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years  he  left  school  and  entered  a 
mercantile  house  as  clerk,  and  three  years  later, 
was  employed  in  the  general  merchandise  store  of 
C.  F.  Bang,  Consul  of  the  Netherlands,  as  clerk  and 
book-keeper.  When  nearly  eighteen  years  old,  he 
voluntarily  entered  the  Danish  army,  serving  fif- 
teen months,  and  rising  to  the  rank  of  corporal. 
On  leaving  the  army,  ho  was  engaged  in  the  re- 
tail trade  about  one  year,  and  came  to  America,  in 
1871.  He  arrived  in  Chicago  on  the  15th  of 
June,  and  at  once  found  employment  with  Endlong 
and  Brother,  as  time-keeper.  A year  or  two  later, 
he  removed  to  Mason  City,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
employed  as  clerk  and  book-keeper  by  three  of 
the  leading  business  houses  of  that  place.  On 
the  15th  of  October,  1880,  he  came  to  Motley, 
where  he  has  since  been  engaged  as  book-keeper 
by  II.  B.  Morrison.  Mr.  Knudson  was  married  to 
Miss  Olive  Houston,  of  Arena,  Wisconsin,  on  the 
29th  of  October,  1873. 

IIenrv  B.  Morrison,  to  whose  energy  is  due  the 
actual  development  of  Motley,  is  a native  of  Ver- 
mont, and  was  born  on  the  29th  of  November, 
1813.  Until  1850,  the  family  lived  at  different 
points  along  the  Vermont  Central  railroad,  then 
removed  to  Cambridge,  New  York,  where  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  had  contracted  to  build  a rail- 
road bridge  across  the  Hoosac  river,  at  Eagle 
Bridge,  after  completing  which  the  family  returned 
to  Vermont,  stopping  a short  time  at  Waterbury. 
In  July,  1851,  they  removed  to  Bedford,  Indiana, 
the  father  still  continuing  in  railroad  bridge  work. 
After  a year  in  Indiana,  most  of  which  time  the 
family  suffered  from  fever  and  ague,  Mr.  Morrison, 
Sen.,  determined  upon  seeking  a more  congenial 
clime,  and  removed  to  Minnesota,  arriving  at  St. 
Paul  on  the  2d  of  August,  1852,  soon  after  which 
he  purchased  property  in  St.  Anthony,  and  about 
a year  later,  removed  to  the  west  side,  where  he 


bought  a farm,  now  included  in  the  city  limits  of 
Minneapolis.  In  1861,  the  subject  of  our  sketch 
removed  to  Clearwater,  Wright  county,  where  he 
remained  till  March,  1878,  when  ho  came  to  his 
present  location,  at  Motley,  Morrison  county.  'Die 
condition  of  the  place  at  the  time  of  his  arrival, 
and  the  changes  resulting  from  his  enterprise,  are 
mentioned  in  the  history  of  the  town.  On  the  9tli 
of  February,  1865,  Mr.  Morrison  became  a mem- 
ber of  Clearwater  Lodge  No.  28,  A.  F.  and  A.  M., 
and  on  the  29th  of  November,  I860,  became  a 
Itoyal  Arch  Mason,  uniting  with  the  Chapter  at 
St.  Cloud.  His  attention  has  been  devoted  to  lum- 
bering since  his  removal  to  Clearwater  in  I860, 
operating  a steam  saw  mill  there,  from  which  he 
took  the  engine  and  machinery  for  his  first  mill  at 
Motley.  Miss  Ida  A.  Benson,  daughter  of  George 
B.  Benson,  of  Clearwater,  became  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Morrison,  the  marriage  occurring  on  the  29th  of 
October,  1868. 

S.  A.  McMillen  is  a native  of  Ohio,  and  his 
wife  was  born  in  Vermont.  They  removed  to  Iowa 
in  its  early  days,  and  Mr.  MeMillen  owned  a farm 
and  also  kept  a trading  post  on  the  ground  now 
occupied  by  Mason  City.  Twice  they  were  driven 
to  the  necessity  of  flight  during  the  Indian  out- 
break of  1862,  leaving  everything  to  the  mercy  of 
the  plunderers.  They  came  to  Motley,  and  in  July, 
1879,  Mr.  MeMillen  opened  a general  merchandise 
store;  has  a separate  hardware  department,  in 
which  is  a tin-shop,  operated  by  his  son,  Charles 
W.,  who  was  born  in  Mason  City,  on  the  8th  of 
March,  1858,  and  came  here  iu  August,  1880.  He 
had  previously  worked  at  the  tinner’s  trade  for 
four  years  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  and  is  now  do- 
ing a good  business  hero. 

David  J.  Wilson,  a native  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  was  born  on  the  26th  of  August, 
1856.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Janesville,  Minnesota.  In  1879,  he 
went  to  Mission  Creek,  Pine  county,  and  was  em- 
ployed one  winter  in  a lumber  mill  at  that  place. 
In  the  spring  of  1880,  Mr.  Wilson  came  to  Mot- 
ley, and  has  since  been  engaged,  first  as  sawyer, 
and  later  as  setter,  in  the  lumber  mill  of  II.  B. 
Morrison. 

Franklin  L.  Wilson  was  born  in  Iroquois  coun- 
ty, Illinois,  on  the  2d  of  October,  1851.  When 
lie  was  three  years  old,  his  parents  removed  to 
Bremer  county,  Iowa,  where  his  father  died  in  Jan- 
uary, 1866.  In  March,  1881,  Mr.  Wilson  came  to 
this  place  with  his  mother,  now  Mrs.  1.  W.  Shaffer, 
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and  was  for  a time  engaged  at  carpenter  work.  In 
the  fall  of  188] , lm  built  and  opened  a barber-sliop, 
the  first  and  only  one  in  the  place.  Miss  Susie E. 
Taylor,  of  Indiana,  became  his  wife  on  the  9th  of 
December,  1875. 

Thank  Wkston,  head  sawyer  in  Morrison’s  mill, 
was  born  in  Somerset  county,  Maine,  on  the  tilth 
of  April,  1841.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he 
removed  to  . Pierce  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  till  the  1st  of  August,  1802. 
lie  then  enlisted  in  Comaany  A,  of  the  Thirtieth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  till  the  21st 
of  October,  1805.  Was  with  General  Sully’s  ex- 
pedition in  Dakota  in  the  summer  of  1804,  then  in 
Kentucky  till  the  close  of  the  war.  In  November, 
1877,  Mr.  Weston  came  to  Motley,  and  the  follow- 
ing spring  entered  the  employ  of  H.  B.  Morrison. 
Was  married  on  the  26tli  of  November,  1805,  to 
Miss  Catharine  Thurston,  of  Pierce  county,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  a native  of  the  same  State  and  county  as 
himself.  They  have  a family  of  four  children. 


OAKWOOD. 

This  town  was  originally  included  in  Buekman, 
from  which  it  was  detached  in  the  spring  of  1881, 
and  a meeting  held  at  the  sehoolhouse  on  section 
twenty-nine,  on  the  11th  of  April,  at  which  the 
following  officers  were  elected : Supervisors,  T.  D. 

Miller,  Chairman,  A.  T.  Sandy,  and  C.  D.  Hunter; 
Clerk,  John  F.  Hunter;  Assessor,  J.  Miller;  Treas- 
urer, George  Ferguson;  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
Henry  McNeal;  Constable,  A.  Miller. 

The  first  settler  here  waa  John  lloaeh,  who  came 
in  September,  1871.  and  settled  on  section  thirty, 
lie  was  of  Irish  extraction,  and  born  in  Canada. 
His  stay'  was  brief,  and  he  made  but  little  im- 
provement. F.  C.  Miller,  a native  of  New  York,  came 
in  the  spring  of  1870,  and  located  on  section  thir- 
ty-two, where  he  remained  till  the  spring  of  1881, 
when  lur  removed  to  his  present  home,  at  Rice’s 
Station,  Benton  county.  H.  Soudie,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, settled  on  section  thirty-two,  in  1870,  and 
is  still  a resident  of  the  town.  Other  early  set- 
tlers were,  T.  I).  Miller,  C.  D.  Hunter,  J.  Miller, 
L.  and  J.  Soudie. 

The  first  school  district  was  organized  in  Au- 
gust, 1877,  and  a term  taught  in  J.  Soudie’s 
house.  The  next  year  a school-house  was  built 


on  the  southwest  corner  of  section  twenty-nine. 
A Sabbath  school  was  organized  in  September, 
1879,  by  J.  Stewart. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Grace  Sou- 
die, on  the  13th  of  September,  1870. 

The  first  death  was  Maud  Radii!,  July  7th, 
1881. 

The  first  marriage  occurred  May  22d,  1881,  the 
parties  being  John  Hunter  and  Luella  Soudie. 

The  town  is  but  spuirsely  settled,  and  no  extensive 
improvements  are  yet  noted.  The  surface  is  rol- 
ling, and  covered  with  an  abundant  growth  of 
oak,  basswood,  poplar,  birch,  pine,  tamarack, 
spruce,  and  maple  timber.  It  is  well  watered,  and 
has  a rich  soil  of  black  loam,  with  clay  subsoil. 


PARKER. 

This  is  one  of  the  extreme  western  towns  of 
Morrison  county,  and  formed  part  of  the  town  of 
Green  Prairie  until  detached  in  1880. 

The  surface  is  gently  rolling,  and  covered  with 
a dense  growth  of  timber,  chiefly  hardwood,  but 
not  wholly  destitute  of  pine.  The  soil  is  clay  and 
black  loam,  and  only  awaits  the  labor  of  the  hus- 
bandman to  produce  the  most  abundant  harvest. 
It  is  watered  by  the  South  Fork  of  Little  Elk 
river,  and  its  aflluents,  along  which  are  found  ex- 
tensive tracts  of  fine  marsh  land  or  wild  meadow. 
Several  small  lakes  are  found  in  the  town,  most  of 
which  are  well  stocked  with  fish. 

About  thirty  homesteads  have  already  been 
taken,  but  no  extensive  improvements  are  yet 
made. 

The  town  was  named  for  its  first  settler,  G.  F. 
Parker,  who  located  on  section  twelve  in  1879. 
His  arrival  dates  April  17th  of  that  year. 

In  the  spring  of  1880,  a town  organization  was 
effected,  the  meeting  being  held  at  the  cabin  of 
J.  W.  Manbeck,  in  section  twenty-six,  at  which 
the  following  officers  were  elected:  Supervisors, 

It.  W.  Jones,  Chairman,  II.  A.  McCrary,  and 

Snow;  Clerk,  J.  W.  Manbeck;  Assessor. 

,1.  W.  Jones;  Treasurer,  G.  F.  Parker. 

In  the  spring  of  1881,  a school  district  was 
organized,  and  in  a small  building  erected  in  sec- 
tion twenty-two,  Mrs.  Aaron  Boyce  conducted  the 
first  school. 

The  establishment  of  a Post-office  has  just  been 
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secured,  located  in  section  fourteen,  with  D.  M. 
Brooks  Postmaster.  No  post  route  is  estab- 
lished, but  Little  Falls  is  named  as  the  place 
where  mail  is  to  bo  obtained  and  delivered. 

The  lirst  child  born  in  the  town  was  Hattie 
Jones,  on  the  14th  of  April,  1880. 

The  lirst  marriage  was  in  February,  1881,  unit- 
ing the  destinies  of  Frank  Bailey  and  Miss 

Ireland. 

No  death  is  reported  in  the  town  unless  it  is  the 
as  yet  mysterious  disappearance  of  Joseph  Ilol- 
stead,  who  lias  been  missing  since  July,  1880. 
Holstead  was  a single  man,  and  had  a claim  near 
Mr.  Parker,  with  whom  he  was  on  terms  of  inti- 
macy. In  July,  1881,  he  visited  Little  Falls,  and 
is  said  to  have  started  back  to  his  claim,  since 
which  no  trace  of  him  has  been  discovered. 

The  founder  of  this  town,  George  F.  Parker,  is 
a native  of  Bridgewater,  Massachusetts,  where  he 
was  born  December  26th,  1846.  He  served  one 
year  in  the  Forty-second  Massachusetts  Infantry, 
and  nineteen  months  in  the  Second  Massachusetts 
Cavalry,  five  months  of  which  were  spent  in  the 
Rebel  prison  at  Andcrsonvillo.  Miss  Edith  Muir, 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  became  his  wife  in 
January,  1871.  Their  infant  daughter,  Edith,  is 
the  third  child  born  in  this  town. 

mOGKArillCAL. 

Windsor  L.  Boyoe  was  bora  near  Saratoga 
Springs,  New  York,  on  the  23d  of  August,  1854. 
When  he  was  but  five  yturrs  old,  his  mother  died 
and  he  lived  with  different  families  till  nine  years 
old,  after  which  time  he  was  dependent  upon  his 
own  resources.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  en- 
gaged as  cabin  boy  on  the  ship  “ Thomas  Pope,” 
n isi t< 'il  Loudon,  Liverpool,  and  Paris,  and  returned 
to  America  after  three  years.  He  was  employed 
on  the  Erie  Canal  and  on  the  Lakes  till  the  spring 
of  1874,  when  he  came  to  Wright  county,  Minne- 
sota. The  following  year  ho  joined  Company  K, 
in  the  Third  United  States  Regular  Service,  and 
was  sent  South  during  the  troublg  of  1875,  after 
which  ho  was  transferred  to  Company  C,  Fourth 
Cavalry,  and  sent  to  the  frontier,  where  he  was  in 
several  skirmishes  with  the  Indians,  and  mustered 
out  in  February,  1871k  He  then  returned  to 
Wright  county,  and  resided  till  April,  1881, 
when  ho  came  to  his  present  farm  in  Parker 
township.  In  November,  1871),  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Eva  I.  Travis,  a native  of  New  York  City. 
They  had  one  child  who  died  in  infancy. 


D.  M.  Brooks,  a native  of  Grant  county,  Ken- 
tucky, was  born  on  the  2d  of  April,  1828.  Ho 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  1862, 
moved  to  Indiana,  and  two  years  later,  to  Minne- 
sota. He  first  located  in  Hennepin  county,  about 
live  miles  east  of  Watertown;  then,  in  1866,  pur- 
chased a farm  in  Victor,  Wright  county,  on  which 
he  lived  till  1880,  when  he  opened  a stock  farm 
in  Parker  township.  Mr.  Brooks  is  the  present  As- 
sessor of  this  town.  Was  married  in  1858  to  Ellen 
Jane  Huff,  who  has  borne  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  are  living. 

James  W.  Manbeck,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  town  of  Parker,  was  born  in  Harrison  county, 
Ohio,  on  the  9th  of  February,  1839.  Ib;  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  attended 
school  in  his  native  place.  In  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  of  the  One  hundred  and 
twenty-sixth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  Was  in 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and  on  the  1st  of  June, 

1864,  wounded  at  Cold  Harbor,  for  which  he  re- 
ceives a pension.  After  his  discharge,  in  January, 

1865,  he  returned  to  his  native  place  and  engaged 
in  various  occupations  until  his  removal  to  this 
State.  In  1875,  he  came  to  Howard  Lake,  Wright 
county,  and  kept  a hotel  for  four  years.  Then 
came  to  Parker  township  and  located  a farm  on 
section  six.  Miss  Elizabeth  Tope,  a native  of  Ohio, 
became  his  wife  in  1865.  They  have  two  children, 
a boy  and  a girl. 

Henry  A.  McCrary,  a native  of  Gibson  county, 
Indiana,  was  born  on  the  14th  of  May,  1828.  He 
remained  with  his  parents,  attending  school  and 
assisting  on  the  farm,  till  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Then  moved  to  Illinois,  where  he  resided  on  a farm 
till  1857,  when  he  came  to  Minneapolis,  Minne- 
sota, and  rented  a farm  near  the  present  fair 
grounds.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  he  came 
to  Victor,  Wright  county,  and  the  following  year, 
returned  to  Minneapolis,  where  ho  was  employed 
in  a butcher  shop  and  in  the  mills,  till  1864.  Then 
returned  to  his  native  place,  and  in  1868,  to  Vic- 
tor, remaining  nine  years.  Sinco  1879,  he  has 
been  a resident  of  Parker  township,  and  has  held 
the  olliccs  of  Treasurer  and  Supervisor.  In  1850, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Ameida  Hoblitt,  who  was 
born  in  Illinois  oir  the  4th  of  July,  1831.  They 
have  had  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  living. 
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PIERZ. 


CHAPTER  CXLVTT. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION— — EA  KEY  SETTLEMENT OR- 

GANIZATION   RELIGIOUS  — SCnOOLS — AGRICULT- 
URAL STATISTICS — IS  COGRAI’II  FOAL. 

Pierz  lies  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  and 
contains  162  square  miles,  or  102,400  acres,  of 
which  4,022  are  under  cultivation.  This  town  is 
named  in  honor  of  Father  Pierz,  who  was  mainly 
instrumental  in  inducing  the  present  thrifty  Ger- 
man settlers  to  locate  here. 

The  spot  presenting  the  greatest  attraction  was 
what  has  since  been  known  as  Rich  Prairie.  This 
Prairie  lies  in  the  southwest  portion  of  the  town, 
is  about  three  miles  wide  from  west  to  east,  and 
from  seven  to  eight  miles  long.  The  soil  is  a rich 
dark  loam  and  very  jiroductive.  The  balance  of 
the  town  is  mostly  covered  with  timber,  a portion 
being  heavy  pine  forests,  and  as  yet,  unimproved. 

The  first  settler  in  this  town  was  T.  Elwell,  now 
of  Minneapolis,  who  undertook  to  build  a city  near 
the  southwest  corner  of  township  forty-one  north, 
range  twenty-nine  west,  on  the  banks  of  Skunk 
river,  in  1858.  He  built  a saw-mill  and  a large  and 
commodious  hotel,  and  sold  a large  number  of  town 
lots.  Granite  rock  is  profusely  scattered  about  in 
this  vicinity,  and  as  Mr.  Elwell  intended  the  town 
to  be  built  iff  this  material,  he  named  it  “ Granite 
City.”  His  expectations  have  not  been  realized, 
and  not  a vestige  of  mill  or  house  remains  to  mark 
the  spot.  Many  claims  were  taken  at  that  time, 
and  settlers  commenced  laying  the  foundation  for 
future  homes,  as  the  lands  were  rich  and  the  coun- 
try beautiful;  but  the  war  came,  and  the  people 
wont  away,  never  to  return. 

In  the  fall  of  1865,  Herman  .T.  Billing,  a Ger- 
man, went  in  with  his  family  and  spent  the  winter 
in  the  Granite  City  Hotel.  The  following  spring 
he  took  a claim  on  section  eight,  township  40, 
range  30,  but  did  not  remain  long  and  is  now  in 
Otter  Tail  county.  He  was  followed  to  Pierz  du- 
ring that  and  the  following  summer,  by  Christ  Vir- 
ning,  William  Bergenhausen,  Frank  Yeager,  John 
Roch,  Nicholas  Meyer,  Reinhart  Stumpf,  Frank 
Konen,  and  others,  all  settling  on  Rich  Prairie. 
Since  then  this  portion  of  the  town  has  been  lan- 
idly  developed,  and  the  population  of  Pierz  in 
1880,  was  024  persons. 

This  town  was  organized  in  1868,  and  embraced 


townships  40  and  41,  range  30,  but  in  1874,  town- 
ships 40  and  41,  range  20,  were  added,  which 
comprises  the  present  area.  The  first  election  was 
held  at  the  house  of  Nicholas  Meyer,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  chosen:  Supervisors,  Herman  J. 
Billings,  Chairman,  John  Roch,  and  Frank  Yea- 
ger; Clerk,  Frank  Konen;  Treasurer,  Christ  Vir- 
ning;  Assessor,  R.  Stumpf;  Constable,  William 
Bergenhausen;  and  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Nicho- 
las Meyer  and  Frank  Konen. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  by  Father 
Pierz  soon  after  the  first  settlers  arrived,  and  he 
has  been  followed  by  Fathers  Buch,  Paulin,  Schnei- 
der, Sclienck,  and  the  present  priest,  Father  Ig- 
natius. 

In  1868,  a small  church  was  erected  on  section 
eight,  which  has  since  given  place  to  a more  com- 
modious house  of  worship.  In  1874,  a large  two- 
story  convent  was  built'  near  the  church.  It  is 
the  home  of  eight  or  ten  Sisters,  who  are  employed 
in  teaching  the  public  school,  which  is  also  situ- 
ated near  the  church.  A fine  parsonage  is  also  in 
process  of  construction. 

The  first  school  in  the  town  was  taught  by 
Frank  Konen  in  1868,  in  the  church,  then  just 
completed.  The  district  was  organized  the  same 
year,  and  the  sclioolhouse  erected  in  1870. 

District  number  nineteen  was  organized  in  1877, 
and  a sclioolhouse  built  the  same  year. 

District  number  twenty-eight  was  organized  in 
1880.  A good  frame  school  house  had  been  pre- 
viously built,  in  which  the  first  school  after  the 
organization,  was  held. 

There  are  two  general  stores  in  the  township. 
One  is  conducted  by  Blake  & Bentfelt,  and  the 
other  by  Frank  Yeager. 

A saw-mill  was  built  by  T.  Oapser  in  1874,  on 
the  Skunk  river,  with  a capacity  of  about  two 
thousand  feet  per  day.  Peter  H.  Berg  became  a 
partner  in  1876,  and  a run  of  stones  was  added. 
Mr.  Capser  has  again  obtained  control  of  the 
mill,  which  has  been  much  improved,  and  a fifteen 
horse-power  engine  recently  put  in. 

Pierz  Post-office  was  established  in  1873,  at  the 
house  of  Frank  Konen.  Mr.  Konen  hold  the 
ollice  for  three  years  when  James  Hall  was  ap- 
pointed. He  was  succeeded  by  George  Whitney 
in  1876,  and  the  name  changed  to  Rich  Prairie. 
Since  the  30th  of  December,  1878,  Peter  W.  Blake 
has  been  Postmaster,  with  the  ollice  at  his  store 
on  section  eight. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William  H.  Barnhart  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
April,  1837.  At  the  ago  of  seventeen  years,  ho 
visited  Michigan,  but  a few  months  later  located 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  ho  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  on  the  Alleghany  river.  In  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  the  One  hundred  and  forty-fifth 
Pennsylvania  Infantry,  was  engaged  in  the  battles 
of  The  Wilderness,  Gettysburg,  Fredericksburg, 
and  many  others,  serving  till  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1868,  he  visited  Minnesota,  and  in  1870, 
brought  his  family  and  located  at  Little  Falls. 
Three  years  later  he  came  to  the  town  of  Pierz, 
where  he  has  since  lived.  Mr.  Barnhart  was  mar- 
ried on  the  4th  of  July,  1867,  to  Miss  Elbe  L. 
Cripen,  who  has  borne  him  three  children. 

Lorenzo  Barnhart  was  born  in  Greenbu'sh, 
Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1840.  He  resided  for  a time  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  also  in  the  lumber 
business  on  the  Alleghany  river.  He  came  to  Min- 
nesota in  1873,  located  at  Belle  Prairie,  Morrison 
county,  and  was  engaged  in  the  jiinery  and  on  the 
farm  for  a few  seasons.  Hi:  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  1875,  and  on  the  11th  of  December,  1878, 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Stivers.  They  have 
two  children. 

Otto  Bolster  was  born  in  Bavaria  on  the  18th 
of  April,  1828.  He  learned  the  wood-turner’s 
trade  at  which  he  worked  until  coming  to  America, 
in  about  1856.  For  four  years  he  resided  in  Iowa 
county,  Wisconsin,  then,  until  1869,  was  engaged 
in  farming  in  Dane  county.  In  the  latter  year  he 
came  to  his  present  farm,  and  at  the  second  elec- 
tion held  in  the  town,  was  elected  Treasurer  and 
Supervisor,  which  ollices  he  held  two  terms  each. 
On  the  5th  of  February,  1861,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Holier;  they  have  had  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living. 

Lewis  Berg  was  born  in  the  Rhine  province, 
Prussia,  on  the  15tli  of  July,  1849.  When  he 
was  an  infant,  his  parents  came  to  America,  locat- 
ing in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided 
until  1868.  Then,  coming  to  this  town,  he  lived  with 
his  parents,  who  had  previously  settled  here,  and 
was  a portion  of  the  time  engaged  in  the  woods. 
In  1872,  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  and  in  De- 
cember of  the  following  year,  was  married  to  Miss 
B.  Roch.  They  have  six  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living. 

Peter  W.  Blake,  a native  of  McHenry  county, 
Illinois,  was  born  on  the  18th  of  January,  1846.  He 


learned  the  shoemaker’s  trade,  and  in  1871,  opened 
a boot  and  shoe  store  in  his  native  place.  In  1876, 
the  firm  of  Blake  & Bentfelt  was  formed,  and  the 
following  year  came  to  Pierz  and  opened  a general 
merchandise  store.  Mr.  Blake  has  since  given  1 1 is 
entire  attention  to  their  largely  increasing  busi- 
ness. On  the  14th  of  January,  1867,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Christiana  Miller.  Of  seven  children 
born  to  them,  six  are  living. 

Wilhelm  Berg  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Rhine,  Prussia,  on  the  27th  of  December,  1823. 
For  five  years  he  was  engaged  at  the  potter's 
trade,  and  also  served  in  the  army  five  years.  He 
came  to  America  "in  1853,  located  in  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  in  1869,  came  to  this  town,  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home.  Was  elected  Supervisor  and  held  the  office 
three  years.  Miss  Mary  Fierneg  became  his  wife 
on  the  14th  of  February,  1849.  They  have  had 
nine  children,  and  eight  are  living. 

J.  M.  Clark  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  5th  of  March,  1834.  He  resided 
in  that  State,  and  was  engaged  in  different  occu- 
pations until  1870.  Then,  coming  to  Minnesota 
he  located  on  a farm  in  Morrison  county,  remained 
two  years,  and  in  1873,  came  to  his  present  farm. 
On  tho  26th  of  August,  1858,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Rebecca  L.  Hess.  They  have  had  six  chil- 
dren, and  five  are  living. 

N.  Daiimen,  Sen.  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Rhine,  Prussia,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1824. 
He  was  employed  in  tho  iron  works  in  his  native 
country,  working  principally  at  building,  pudd- 
ling, and  heating  furnaces.  Was  in  the  Prussian 
army  from  1842  to  1844,  and  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Danville,  Pennsylvania,  in  1849.  Soon 
after,  moving  to  Groensborough,  lie  was  employed 
as  a mason,  and  engaged  in  building  railroad 
bridges.  In  about  1858,  he  came  to  Stearns 
county,  Minnesota,  and  ten  years  later,  to  his 
present  farm.  Ho  is  Chairman  of  the  board  of 
Supervisors.  In  April,  1853,  lie  was  married  to 
Miss  II.  Setzbergcr,  They  have  had  eight  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living. 

Nicolas  Daiimen,  Jr.  was  born  in  Greeusbor- 
ough,  Pennsylvania,  in  1853.  Whim  he  was  four 
years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to  Stearns  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  attended  school  till  1868. 
Then  the  family  came  to  this  town,  and  Nicolas 
purchased  his  present  farm  in  1874,  and  lias  since 
made  it  liis  home.  He  was  married  on  the  4th  of 
February,  1874,  to  Miss  Mary  Stumpf.  They 
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have  hail  throe  children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

William  Gkell,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  born 
on  the  4th  of  November,  183(5.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  lived  until  18(!8.  Then,  came 
to  his  present  farm,  and  lias  been  Town  Cleric  four 
years,  Justico  of  the  Peace  six  years,  and  laid  sev- 
eral other  town  offices.  Miss  Gertrude  Virning 
became  his  wife  on  the  31st  of  January,  1861. 
They  have  seven  children. 

John  Gross,  a native  of  Prussia,  was  born  in 
November,  1817.  lie  came  to  America  in  1845, 
spent  one  year  in  Chicago,  and  came  to  Fond  du 
Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  engaged  on 
a farm  for  twenty  years.  Then  coming  to  Minne- 
sota, he  lived  in  Stearns  county  until  1878,  and 
came  to  his  present  farm  ¥a  this  town.  He  mar- 
ried on  the  2d  of  February,  1841,  Miss  Anna  Pa- 
tars.  They  have  had  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living. 

George  Hofmann,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  town,  was  born  on  the  30th  of  May,  1827,  in 
Germany.  He  came  to  New  York  City  in  1852, 
and  was  employed  in  a factory  for  a time,  then 
opened  a grocery  store,  and  in  1868,  came  to  his 
present  farm..  He  was  married  in  1851,  to  Miss 
Mary  Dillinger.  They  have  had  five  children, 
three  of  whom  are  living. 

George  F.  Hoffman  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  on  the  12th  of  November,  1854.  He  was 
employed  in  his  native  city,  in  a mustard  factory, 
and  also  at  the  moulder’s  trade.  In  1869,  became 
to  this  town,  resided  with  his  parents  until  1875, 
wlii'ii  he  took  a claim,  but  soon  gavo  it  up  and 
purchased  his  present  farm.  Was  married  in  1875, 
to  Miss  Frances  Koch,  who  has  borne  him  three 
children,  two  of  whom  are  living. 

dosEFii  Hknnen  was  born  in  Germany  on  the 
29th  of  July,  1847.  His  parents  came  to  America, 
locating  at  Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin,  when  he  was 
but  a child.  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  commenced 
learning  the  carpenter  trade,  working  until  1871. 
Then  coining  to  Stearns  county,  Minnesota,  be 
was  engaged  on  a farm  and  at.  his  trade  for  two 
years.  For  about  eighteen  months  ho  resided ’in 
Minneapolis,  and  in  1875,  came  to  this  town,  pur- 
chased a farm,  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 
Married,  on  the  10th  of  June,  1872,  Miss  Catha- 
rine Gross.  Of  four  children,  which  they  have 
had,  but  two  are  living. 

Frank  Konen  was  born  in  the  province  of  Rhine, 
Prussia,  on  the  27tli  of  October,  1829.  lie  at- 


tended school  at  Dusseldorf  until  nineteen  years 
old,  then  served  eighteen  months  in  the  Prussian 
Infantry,  lie  caino  to  America,  locating  in  Dane 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1852,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  school,  and  also  (illcd  the  ollicc  of 
Town  Clerk  for  several  terms.  lie  came  to  his 
present  farm  in  1868,  taught  the  first  school  in  the 
town,  was  first  Postmaster,  and  also  first  Town 
Clerk,  holding  the  latter  office  nearly  every  year 
since.  On  the  24tli  of  July,  1853,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Barbara  Stumpf.  They  have  had  eleven 
children,  and  nine  are  living. 

Jacob  Kingen,  deceased,  was  a native  of  the  prov- 
ince of  Rhine,  Prussia,  his  nativity  dating  the  7tli 
of  April,  1823.  He  learned  the  blacksmith  trade, 
and  worked  at  it  in  the  old  country  until  coming 
to  America  in  1858.  For  eleven  years  he  resided 
in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  lie  was  engaged 
at  his  trade,  then  came  to  this  town  and  located  on 
the  farm  where  his  family  are  now  living.  He 
opened  the  first  blacksmith  shop  in  the  town,  and 
was  engaged  in  that  business  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  on  the  16th  of  January,  1880.  On  the 
2d  of  February,  1852,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Catharine  Brayer,  who  has  had  eight  children,  six 
of  whom  are  living.  * 

John  McGregor  was  born  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Martin,  Scotland,  on  the  17th  of  August,  1835. 
He  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years  at 
the  blacksmith  trade,  and  came  to  America  in  1854. 
He  was  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Madison,  Wiscon- 
sin, until  1877,  then  came  to  this  town  and  opened 
his  present  shop.  Mr.  McGregor  has  had  the  con- 
tract for  carrying  the  mail  from  Rice’s  station  to 
this  place  since  1878,  but  employs  a carrier.  On 
the  11th  of  March,  1854,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Margaret  Kneeland.  They  have  had  nine  chil- 
dren, and  eight  are  living. 

Nicholas  Meyer,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Prussia,  on  the  12th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1838.  For  a short  time  he  was  employed  in 
a flouring  mill  in  his  native  country.  In  1860,  he 
came  to  America,  located  in  Dane  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  seven  years  later,  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  this  town.  Mr.  Meyer  has  held  the  offices 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Supervisor,  and  County 
Commissioner,  each  for  several  terms.  Was  mar- 
ried on  the  14th  of  November,  1861,  to  Miss  Cath- 
arine Koch.  Of  eight  children  born  to  them,  six 
are  living. 

P.  Id.  Neuman,  a native  of  Troy,  New  York, 
was  born  on  the  25th  of  April,  1815.  When  he 
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w.-ra  young  his  parents  moved  to  Madison,  Wis- 
consin, where  he  lived  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  then  was  employed  on  farms  in  that  vicinity 
until  1874.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  this  town, 
purchased  his  present  farm,  and  has  since  made  it 
his  home.  Was  married  to  Miss  Gertrude  Dip- 
pen  on  the  9th  of  August,  1881.  They  have  six 
children. 

Peter  Netjman,  one  of  the  early  settlers  on  the 
east  side  of  Skunk  river,  is  a native  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Rhine,  Prussia,  his  nativity  dating  the 
9th  of  January,  1820.  He  learned  the  mill- 
wright trade  of  his  father  in  the  old  country,  at 
which  he  was  employed  until  coming  to  America 
in  1842.  After  working  at  his  trade,  and  also 
farming,  in  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  he  came, 
in  1853,  to  Madison,  Wisconsin,  where  he  held  the 
olliee  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and 
Deputy  Sheriff  eight  years.  He  came  to  this 
town  in  1874,  has  been  Probate  Judge  one  term, 
and  is  at  present  Justice  of  the  Peace.  Mr.  Neu- 
man is  a man  greatly  respected  by  all  who  know 
him.  Ho  was  married  on  the  10th  of  November, 
1838,  to  Miss  Margaret  Clemens.  Of  eleven  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  but  five  are  living. 

John  Neuman,  a native  of  Rensselaer  county, 
Newr  York,  was  born  on  the  23d  of  November, 
1845.  Ho  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  and  lived 
with  his  parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
Then  was  employed  at  his  trade  in  the  vicinity  of 
Madison,  Wisconsin,  until  coming  to  this  town  in 
1874.  During  the  first  two  years  of  his  residence 
here  he  was  employed  at  his  trade,  and  also  car- 
ried on  his  farm.  On  the  25th  of  September, 
1803,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Lambarty. 
Six  children  have  been  born,  and  five  are  living. 

John  Preimesherger,  a native  of  Germany, 
was  born  on  the  28th  of  May,  1850.  In  1870,  he 
came  to  this  town  with  his  parents.  He  has  a 
farm  on  section  fourteen,  but  as  yet,  resides  be- 
neath the  parental  roof.  On  the  28tli  of  Novem- 
ber, 1870,  lie  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Pedner, 
who  has  borne  him  four  children. 

•John  Hugh,  a pioneer  of  this  town,  was  born  in 
Mecklenburg,  Germany,  on  the  2d  of  May,  1813. 
He  came  to  America  in  1847,  located  in  Wisconsin, 
and  was  engaged  in  different  parts  of  the  State, 
until  1800.  Then,  coming  to  this  town,  ho  pur- 
chased a farm  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 
Mr.  Roeh  was  a member  of  the  first  board  of  Su- 
pervisors. He  was  married  in  1852,  to  Miss  Clara 
J Inbat.  They  have  seven  children. 


Michael  SchmidtbaUer,  a native  of  Bavaria, 
was  born  on  the  1st  of  September,  1837.  He 
came  to  America,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years, 
to  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin,  where  lie  devoted 
his  time  to  farming,  and  removed  to  his  present 
place  in  1879.  Ho  was  married  on  the  11th  of 
September,  1802,  to  Miss  Theresa  Faltermeir. 
They  have  had  eleven  children,  and  nine  are  living. 

Reinhart  Stumpf,  a pioneer  of  the  town,  was 
bom  in  the  province  of  Rhine,  Prussia,  on  the  1st 
of  November,  1827.  He  came  to  America  in  1849 
locating  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was 
employed  at  farming  until  1807.  He  then  came 
to  this  town  and  took  his  present  homestead, 
which  was  in  a wrild  state,  but  is  now  under  good 
cultivation.  Mr.  Stumpf  was  the  first  Assessor  of 
the  town,  and  has  also  held  other  local  offices.  On 
the  23d  of  May,  1853,  lie  was  married  to  Miss 
Adellieid  Hupsch.  There  have  been  seven  chil- 
dren, five  of  whom  are  living. 

John  Stumpf,  a native  of  Rhenish  Rrussia,  was 
born  on  the  25tli  of  December,  1837.  His  father 
died  when  John  was  quite  young,  and  at  the  age 
of  twelve  years  he  came  with  his  mother  to  Amer- 
ica, locating  in  Dane  county,  AVisconsin.  For  five 
years  he  was  employed  in  a brewery,  and  in  1808, 
came  to  this  town.  Since  taking  his  farm  he  has 
made  many  substantial  improvements.  In  1877, 
Mr.  Stumpf  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives from  this  district;  has  also  been  Super- 
visor for  four  years.  On  the  18th  of  July,  1801, 
he  married  Miss  Maggie  Dresen,  who  died  on  the 
20th  of  May,  1805,  leaving  three  children.  On  the 
1st  of  May,  1800,  he  married  Mrs.  R.  Koch,  who 
has  borne  him  seven  children. 

Rev.  Ignatius  Wesseling.,  O.  S.  B.,  was  born 
in  the  Parish  of  Meppen,  now  a province  of  the 
German  Empire,  on  the  10th  of  November,  1849. 
He  studied  at  the  gymnasium  at  Meppen  until 
1870,  then  came  to  America,  joined  the  Benedict- 
ines at  St.  Vincent,  Pennsylvania,  and  studied  two 
years.  He  came  to  St.  John’s  College,  in  Stearns 
county,  Minnesota,  and  was  ordained  on  the  10th 
of  August,  1875.  Then  sent  to  St.  Augusta,  in 
the  same  county,  to  take  charge  of  the  parishes  of 
St.  Augusta  and  St.  Wcndel,  and  the  missions  of 
Kimball  Prairie  and  Clearwater.  In  October,  1875, 
he  was  located  at  St.  Wend  el  as  a resident  priest, 
still  having  charge  of  the  two  latter  missions.  The 
year  of  1877,  lie  was  an  assistant  at  Prairie  du 
Cliien,  Wisconsin,  and  the  following  year  came  to 
his  present  charge  as  resident  priest. 
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Frank  Wise  was  born  in  Austria  on  the  17th  of 
July,  1838.  Ho  came  to  America  and  located  in 
Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1853,  where  lie  was 
engaged  in  farming.  In  1871,  he  came  to  the 
town  of  Pierz  and  purchased  a farm,  which  lias 
since  been  his  home.  He  has  been  Justice  of  the 
Peace  for  two  years.  Was  married  to  Miss  L. 
Dallmeier,  who  has  borne  him  eleven  children. 


SWAN  RIVER. 

CHAPTER  CXLVIII. 

GENERAL  DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT OR- 
GANIZATION  BIOGRAPHICAL. 

This  town  was  formerly  included  in  Two  Rivers, 
except  a strip  two  miles  in  width  on  the  north, 
which  was  detached  from  the  town  of  Little  Falls, 
its  name  is  from  a stream  of  moderate  size  flowing 
in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  town,  afford- 
ing an  outlet  to  Swan  Lake.  This  lake  was  named 
by  the  Chippewas,  Wabazu  Zagiagan,  the  lirst 
name  being  the  Chippewa  for  Swan. 

The  first  settlers  of  whom  wo  have  any  knowl- 
edge were,  George  Rice,  who  settled  on  section 
two,  in  1850,  and  Hiram  Sanders,  who  took  a claim 
in  section  eight  the  same  year.  Samuel  Leo,  now 
of  Little  Falls,  settled  on  section  eight  in  1857. 
Transient  settlers  may  have  come  previous  to  this 
date,  as  the  opposite  side  of  the  Mississippi  river  was 
settled  as  early  as  1849.  The  oldest  living  settler 
here  is  James  Green,  a native  of  Somersetshire, 
England,  who  came  to  Minnesota  in  1855,  locating 
at  Little  Falls,  and  to  his  present  farm,  formerly 
owned  by  Samuel  Leo,  in  the  spring  of  1858. 
With  the  exception  of  his  term  of  service  in  the 
late  civil  war,  tins  has  since  been  his  home. 

Henry  Meyers  settled  here  in  18G5,  taking  a 
homestead  in  section  eight.  He  is  a native  of  New 
York,  born  in  1811,  served  in  the  Florida  war, 
came  to  Minnesota  in  1838,  and  was  three  years  in 
the  army  during  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 

Robert  Lewis,  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  was 
born  in  1822,  came  to  Minnesota  in  1855,  and  to  his 
present  home  in  Swan  River  in  the  fall  of  18G5. 

Charles  Gilpatriek,  born  in  the  state  of  Maine 
in  1839,  came  to  Minnesota  in  18G5,  after  having 
served  a term  in  the  late  war,  and  located  in  Huh 
town,  whit'll  instill  Iuh  home. 

The  County  Commissioners,  in  response  to  a pe- 


tition presented  by  the  legal  voters  of  this  district 
in  December,  1874,  set  off  the  territory  now  com- 
prising this  town,  and  on  the  31st  of  January 
following,  a special  town  meeting  was  held,  and 
the  following  officers  chosen:  Supervisors,  F.  X. 
Ladoux,  Chairman,  Hans  C.  Hanson,  and  Milton 
Caliorn;  Clerk,  H.  S.  Clyde;  Justices  of  the  Peace, 
F.  S.  Flint  and  J.  Mason.  No  Assessor  or  Treas- 
urer were  chosen  until  the  regular  annual  meeting 
in  the  spring,  when  F.  S.  Flint  was  elected  to  the 
former,  and  Henry  Coe  to  the  latter  ollice. 

The  first  birth  occurred  July  2d,  1859,  in 
the  family  of  Samuel  Lee.  The  child,  George 
Silas  Lee,  is  now  a member  of  his  father’s  family 
at  Swan  river,  the  old  village  site  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  in  the  town  of  Little  Falls, 
and  is  interested  with  his  father  in  the  mill  now 
building  in  this  town  on  the  Swan  river. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Oscar  L.  Clyde  is  a native  of  Mercer  county, 
Pennsylvania,  born  on  the  20th  of  May,  1843. 
Ho  came  with  his  parents  to  Iowa  when  about 
eight  years  of  age.  They  located  near  Cedar 
Rapids,  where  our  subject  was  reared  to  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  attended  school.  On  the  18th 
of  July,  18G1,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the 
Eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  after  being  dis- 
charged, participated  in  Grant’s  campaign  and 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  mustered  out  in 
Alabama  on  the  9th  of  October,  18G5,  and  after 
visiting  his  home  in  Iowa,  came  to  Minnesota,  re- 
maining but  one  year.  In  187G,  he  again  came  to 
this  State,  and  located  his  present  farm,  having 
made  it  his  home  ever  since.  Miss  Abby  A.  Ste- 
vens, a native  of  Somerset  county,  Maine,  became 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Clyde  in  18G3.  They  have  had 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 

Henry  S.  Clyde  is  also  a native  of  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  born  on  the  5th 
of  November,  1845.  He  came  with  his  parents 
to  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  his  father  died.  His 
mother  died  in  Buchanan  county,  in  the  same 
State,  in  1855,  leaving  our  subject  an  orphan  at 
the  ago  of  ten  years.  He  improved  all  opportu- 
nities afforded  him  to  attend  school,  till  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  when  ho  went  to  Marion,  to 
enlist,  but  on  account  of  poor  health,  was  not  ac- 
cepted. On  the  18th  of  March,  18(12,  he  went  to 
Dubuque,  was  accepted,  and  enlisted  in  Company 
11,  of  the  Thirteenth  United  States  Infantry.  Par- 
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ticipated  in  many  important  battles  and  was  mus- 
tered out  on  the  18th  of  March,  1865.  After  his 
discharge,  he  was  in  the  oil  regions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  a short  time,  engaged  in  contracting  for 
(he  digging  of  oil  woIIh.  (lame  to  Minnesota  the 
same  year  (1865),  and  was  engaged  in  teaching 
school  and  at  other  occupations,  till  coming  to 
his  farm  in  section  twenty,  Swan  River  township, 
in  1871.  In  1878,  he  removed  to  his  present  farm 
in  section  eighteen.  Since  his  residence  in  the 
town  Mr.  Clyde  had  held  the  offices  of  Town  Clerk, 
Assessor,  and  Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors. 
He  has  been  twice  married,  first,  in  1868,  to  Miss 
Emma  Mapes,  who  died  in  February,  1877.  His 
present  wife’s  maiden  name  was  Susan  Thompson. 
She  has  borne  him  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living. 

Duka  Corbin  was  born  in  Chautauqua  county, 
New  York,  on  the  9th  of  August,  1842.  When 
lie  was  but  four  years  of  age,  his  parents  moved 
to  Wisconsin,  and  ten  years  after,  to  Oberlin,  Ohio, 
our  subject  receiving  his  education  in  the  two  lat- 
ter places.  In  1859,  the  family  came  to  Winona 
county,  Minnesota,  and  in  1864,  Mr.  Corbin  en- 
listed at  La  Crosse,  in  Company  I,  of  the  Eighth 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  Participated  in 
the  battle  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  was  after- 
wards detailed  as  hospital  Steward.  Was  mus- 
tered out  at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  in  September, 
1865,  and  after  visiting  his  father  at  La  Crosse, 
came  to  St.  Charles,  Minnesota,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  hi  a store,  He  owns  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  this  place,  and  has 
been  Town  Clerk  since  the  first  election  held  in 
the  town.  Was  married  in  1867,  to  Miss  Minnie 
K.  Hurrill,  of  New  York.  They  have  two  chil- 
dren, a son  and  a daughter. 

James  Green,  the  oldest  living  settler  of  this 
town,  is  a native  of  Somersetshire,  England.  When 
about  fourteen  years  of  age,  ho  came  to  America 
and  was  engaged  in  various  occupations  in  New 
York,  until  coming  west.  He  first  came  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  and  for  two  years  was  employed  on  the 
steamboat  line  running  between  Buffalo  and  Chi- 
cago. Then  coming  to  Minnesota,  he  worked  at 
liis  trade  (carpenter)  and  in  the  butcher  business 
in  Little  Falls  till  1858,  when  he  came  to  Swan 
Iliver  and  located  in  section  eight,  remaining  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  In  January,  1862, 
he  enlisted  at  Port  Snolling  hi  the  Second  Minne- 
sota Battery.  Was  soon  after  sent  to  Missouri, 
and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Alexandria.  He 


was  discharged  on  account  of  injuries  sustained  by 
a fall  while  in  the  service,  for  which  he  receives  a 
pension.  Returned  to  his  farm  after  being  dis- 
charged, and  has  since  made  it  his  home.  Miss 
Amelia  Hailey,  a native  of  Missouri,  became  his 
wife  in  1868.  They  have  four  children,  two  boys 
and  two  girls. 

John  Hamlin,  one  of  the  organizers  of  Swan 
River  township,  was  bom  in  Canada  East,  on  the 
12th  of  October,  1837.  He  resided  in  his  native 
place  till  eight  years  old,  when  his  parents  came 
to  Northampton,  Massachusetts,  where  our  subject 
learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  In  1855,  he  came 
to  Little  Falls,  Minnesota,  and  was  engaged  at  his 
trade  during  winters  and  piloting  on  the  Missis- 
sippi in  summer.  Since  1868,  Swan  River  has 
claimed  Mr.  Hamlin  as  a resident,  he  being  en- 
gaged in  the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  Was  united 
in  marriage  in  1855,  with  Miss  Zeoa  Young,  who 
was  born  in  Vermont.  Of  eleven  children  born  to 
them,  six  are  living,  all  boys. 

Robert  Lewis  was  born  in  Beaver  county, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  11th  of  September,  1822. 
He  received  an  education  in  his  native  county, 
and  learned  the  stonemason’s  trade.  Came  west 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Indiana,  in  1850,  and 
five  years  after,  to  Scott  county,  Minnesota.  On 
the  15th  of  August,  1862,  he  eidisted  in  Company 
I,  of  the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Was  in  Sully’s  expedition  in  1863,  then  sent  south 
to  Murfreesboro’,  and  participated  in  several  ac- 
tive engagements.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Fort  Snelling  and  came  to  this  place, 
locating  on  his  present  farm  in  section  eight.  In 
1852,  Miss  Elizabeth  Miller,  of  Indiana,  became 
liis  wife.  This  union  has  been  blessed  with  one 
daughter,  who  is  now  married. 

Charles  W.  Larin,  a native  of  Washington 
county,  Maine,  wns  born  on  the  2d  of  June,  1831. 
He  received  his  education  and  learned  the  carpen- 
ter trade  in  his  nativo  State.  Came  to  Minnesota 
in  1867,  and  located  in  Bellevue  township,  re- 
mained two  years,  and  came  to  his  present  farm, 
which  is  situated  in  the  fractional  part  of  Swan 
River,  section  thirty-two.  Mr.  Lalcin  has  held  the 
office  of  Supervisor  several  terms,  and  been  a mem- 
ber of  the  board  of  County  Commissioners  for  the 
past  three  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mary  Ann  Muncy,  a native  of  Maine,  in  1858.  She 
has  borne  him  seven  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living. 

Georoe  W.  Munuy  is  a native  of  Maine,  born 
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on  tlie  14tli  of  March,  1846.  When  he  was  an  in- 
fant, his  parents  removed  to  the  city  of  St.  Ste- 
phens, New  Brunswick,  where  our  subject  was 
reared,  following  fanning  and  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. When  he  was  twenty  years  old,  ho  wont  to 
( lalifornia,  remaining  fill  1871,  when  ho  came  to 
M iniK'sola  and  purchased  his  present  farm,  which 
is  located  in  section  twenty-nine,  the  fractional 
part  of  Swan  River  township.  He  did  not  remove 
here,  however,  till  December,  1871,  since  which 
time  his  parents  have  both  died.  In  December, 
1874,  tin'  marriage  of  Mr.  Muncy  and  Miss  Er- 
mina  Goodwin  took  place.  The  Union  has  been 
blessed  with  two  daughters. 

Neil  M.  O’Donnell  was  bom  in  Mayo  county, 
Ireland,  in  1817.  He  remained  with  his  parents 
until  their  death,  when  he  came  to  America.  Com- 
ing directly  to  Vermont,  in  1836,  he  was  engaged 
in  various  employments,  then  went  to  New  York 
and  resided  on  a farm  four  years.  After  which 
time,  till  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  was  in 
Wisconsin.  On  the  31st  of  December,  1863,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the  Second  Wisconsin 
Cavalry;  was  sent  to  Missouri,  and  participated  in 
several  skirmishes.  In  November,  1865,  he  was 
mustered  out  at  Austin,  Texas;  returned  to  Wis- 
consin, and  in  November,  1872,  came  to  this  placo 
and  located  his  present  farm  in  section  eighteen. 
In  1847,  Miss  Rose  Stevens,  of  Ireland,  became 
his  wife.  They  have  had  nine  children,  eight  of 
whom  are  living;  five  girls  and  three  boys. 

Levi  J.  Smith  was  born  in  Johnson  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  14th  of  July,  1844.  In  1859,  his 
father  moved  to  Kansas,  where  our  subject  resided 
till  August,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  II, 
of  the  Eighth  Missouri  Home  Guards,  under  Cap- 
tain Hill.  At  the  end  of  his  term  of  service, 
(seven  months)  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  D,  of 
the  Fifteenth  Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry.  Was  in 
the  battles  of  Fort  Wayne,  Pea  Ridge,  Fayette- 
ville and  several  others,  and  was  mustered  out  on 
the  17th  of  October,  1865.  Then,  until  coming 
to  Minnesota,  he  was  engaged  in  farming  in  Mi- 
ami county,  Kansas.  Came  to  Howard  Lake, 
Wright  county,  in  May,  1874,  and  to  Swan  River 
township,  in  1878,  since  which  time  he  has  given 
his  attention  to  farming  during  the  summers,  and 
lumbering  in  winter.  Mr.  Smith’s  mother  died 
when  he  was  but  eight  years  old,  and  his  father 
now  resides  in  Missouri. 

Henky  Vanzile  is  a native  of  Ontario  county, 
New  York,  born  on  the  13tli  of  March,  1826. 


Since  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  has  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resourses,  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  other  occupations.  On  the  24tli  of  April, 
1861,  ho  enlisted  at  Waterloo  in  Company  C,  of 
the  Thirty-third  Now  York  Volunteer  Infantry. 
Was  wounded  in  Iho  Seven  Gays  Fight,  on  the 
29lh  of  June,  1862,  taken  to  Libby  prison,  and 
the  following  August,  exchanged,  after  which  he 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam  and  Fred- 
ericksburg. At  the  end  of  his  term  of  service, 
(June,  1863)  he  was  discharged,  and  in  August 
of  the  same  year,  re-enlisted;  was  in  several  active 
engagements  and  mustered  out  cn  the  20tli  of 
July,  1865.  After  living  in  New  York  several 
years,  he  came  to  Minnesota  in  1873,  and  located 
in  Green  Prairie,  Morrison  county,  for  two  years, 
then  came  to  his  present  farm.  Mr.  Vanzile  has 
been  married  twice;  first  to  Miss  Mary  Anderson, 
who  died  on  the  2d  of  June,  1870.  His  present 
wife  was  Mrs.  Helen  Brasie,  a native  of  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  to  whom  he  was  married  in 
October,  1870.  He  has  a family  of  five  children, 
four  girls  and  one  boy. 


TWO  RIVERS. 


CHAPTER  CXLIX. 

DESCRIPTIVE FIRST  SETTLERS  — ORGANIZATION 

FIRST  THINGS MILLS BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Two  Rivers  is  one  of  the  extreme  southern  towns 
of  Morrison  county  west  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
river  marks  its  eastern  boundary.  The  surface  is 
undulating,  with  light  soil  near  the  river.  Along 
the  eastern  part  prairie  and  light  brush  land  are 
found,  which  changes  in  the  central  and  western 
part  to  heavy  timber,  and  the  soil  from  light  to 
dark  rich  loam. 

The  first  settler  in  the  town  is  believed  to  be 
William  Trask,  a native  of  Kennebec  county, 
Maine,  who  settled  here  in  1861,  and  died  at  the 
old  homestead  in  section  five,  in  the  year  1876,  and 
was  buried  in  Bellevue  cemetery.  Several  members 
of  the  family  are  still  residents  of  the  town.  Ja- 
cob Thramer,  of  German  birth,  settled  in  section 
seventeen  in  1865,  and  has  since  made  this  town 
his  home. 

Nicholas  Kinzer,  also  a native  of  Germany,  came 
here  in  1864,  locating  on  section  twenty,  where  ho 
still  resides. 
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John  anti  Jacob  Betzoldt,  brothers,  and  of  Ger- 
man birth,  settled  hero  in  1801. 

Calvin  A.  Tuttle,  bom  in  Connecticut  in  1811, 
settled  hero  in  I8G7,  ami  ih  hI  i 1 1 1 i v i 1 1 on  hiH  orig- 
inal location  in  section  eight.  Mr.  Tuttle  came  to 
Minnesota  in  1838,  and  is  frequently  mentioned  in 
these  pagqs,  having  been  intimately  associated  with 
the  settlement  of  this  valley. 

The  town  of  Two  Iiivers  derives  its  name  from 
Two  River,  a stream  Hewing  through  its  limits 
and  mingling  its  waters  with  those  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. The  town  organization  was  authorized  by 
the  County  Commissioners,  at  a meeting  of  the 
Board  on  the  5tli  of  September,  18G5.  Follow- 
ing are  the  officers  chosen  at  the  first  election,  held 
at  the  residence  of  William  Trask,  Sen.,  Septem- 
ber 20th,  18G5:  Supervisors,  George  Borman, 
Chairman,  Charles  Austin,  and  John  Betzoldt; 
Clerk,  Aaron  Canfield;  Treasurer,  William  Trask, 
Sen.;  Justioes  of  the  Peace,  Alexander  D.  Cash,  and 
Nicholas  Itinzer;  Constables,  Allen  Blanchard,  and 
Jacob  Thramer. 

The  town  originally  embraced  about  two  and 
one-lialf  townships,  but  was  reduced  to  its  present 
size  by  the  organization  of  the  town  of  Elindale, 
in  the  spring  of  1881,  by  which  over  half  the  orig- 
hial  territory  was  detached. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  dwelling  house 
of  John  Betzoldt  in  the  fall  of  18GG;  the  next  was 
in  a log  school  house  in  section  twenty. 

In  the  same  section,  a log  building  long  ago 
served  as  a church  for  the  Catholics,  and  in  it  the 
first  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  Bev. 
Father  Buch. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  in 
February,  18G7,  the  contracting  parties  being  John 
Bockneeli  and  Susan  Simon.  Mr.  Boeknecli  died 
June  2Gth  of  that  year,  and  was  among  the  first, 
if  not  the  first  death  in  the  town. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  town,  was 
John  Thramer,  whose  birth  dates  July  27th,  1805. 

There  are  two  saw  mills  owned  by  C.  A.  & C.  J. 
Tuttle,  and  are  the  first  built  in  the  town. 

A Hom  ing  mill  has  recently  been  built  by  Ciq>- 
tain  Hubert  B.  Young  A Son,  which,  with  the 
lumber  mills  mentioned,  represents  the  milling  in- 
terests of  the  town. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Henry  Akmstuong,  a native  of  Holland,  was 
born  in  March,  1818.  He  came  to  America  and 
located  in  Bellevue,  Morrison  county,  in  about 


185G.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  worked 
at  it  in  connection  with  farming  until  coming  to  Two 
Iiivers  in  18GG.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  a well  im- 
proved farm,  about  eighty  acres  of  which  are  under 
cultivation.  Since  his  residence  here,  lie  has  held 
the  office  of  Supervisor  several  years,  and  Assessor 
one  year.  Was  general  agent  for  several  dillerent 
harvesters,  self-binders,  and  threshing  machines,  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Gertrude  Frey,  of  Wurtemburg,  Germany,  on 
the  2d  of  May,  1827.  Of  ten  children  born  to 
them,  but  seven  are  living. 

George  Borman,  a native  of  Hocking  county, 
Ohio,  was  born  on  the  13th  of  May,  1812. 
When  he  was  an  infant  his  parents  removed  to 
Columbus,  where  lie  resided  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  attending  school  and  partly  learn- 
ing the  carpenter’s  trade.  He  came  to  Bellevue, 
Morrison  county,  in  an  early  day,  and  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  18G6.  Mr.  Borman  was  the  first 
Chairman  of  the  board  of  Supervisors,  for  two 
years  was  Assessor,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of 
Town  Treasurer.  In  1830,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Ann  King,  who  bore  him  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  now  living.  She  died  in  1849.  In 
1851,  ho  married  his  second  wife,  Miss  Margaret 
Cochran,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Borman  had  two  sons  in 
the  civil  war;  one  died  in  Anderson ville  prison, 
after  serving  four  years,  and  the  other  was  in  the 
service  six  months. 

Franklin  Pierce  Farrow  was  bom  in  Minne- 
apolis, Minnesota,  on  the  28th  of  March,  1857. 
His  father  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Bellevue  and 
Green  Prairie.  In  18GG,  Mr.  Farrow  came  to  Two 
Rivers,  and  since  his  residence  here,  has  been  en- 
gaged in  various  occupations,  coming  to  his  farm 
only  a few  years  since.  In  1877,  Miss  Jennie 
Muncy,  of  Aroostook  county,  Maine,  liecame  his 
wife.  They  have  three  children,  two  girls  and 
one  boy. 

Isaiah  Lemuel  Foster  was  bom  in  New  Bruns- 
wiek,  in  1832.  When  he  was  quite  young,  his 
mother  died,  and  his  father  moved  to  Fredericton. 
At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  loft  home,  and  by 
his  own  exertions  obtained  a fair  education.  For 
a time  before  coming  to  Minnesota,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  the  lumber  business,  and  in 
18G1,  came  to  this  State.  Mr.  Foster  built  the 
Pacific  House  in  tit.  Cloud,  and  had  charge  of  it 
until  18G7,  when  he  came  to  this  township,  pur- 
chased a farm  in  section  two,  and  has  since  made 
it  his  homo.  In  18G0,  ho  was  married  to  Miss 
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Mary  A.  Estabrook.  They  have  not  been  blessed, 
with  children  of  their  own,  but  have  adopted  three. 

John  Gkokoe  Geissel  was  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1842.  In  1851, 
his  parents  came  to  America,  locating  in  Michi- 
gan. When  Mr.  Geissel  was  seventeen  years  of 
age  he  went  to  Louisiana,  and  was  engaged  in 
steamboating  on  the  Mississippi  river.  In  May, 
1862,  he  was  drafted  in  New  Orleans,  in  the  Con- 
federate army;  was  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  but  in 
the  second  engagement  at  the  latter  place,  es- 
caped, and  joined  the  Third  Ohio  Independent 
Battery.  Ho  participated  in  the  battle  of  La 
Grange,  Siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  Nashville,  Ten- 
nesssse;  was  also  in  the  march  with  Sherman  to 
Atlanta.  In  July,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  at 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  came  to  Steams  county,  Min- 
nesota, where  his  father  had  resided  since  1856 
In  1870,  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county,  and 
afterward  re-elected,  but  in  1876,  resigned,  and  re- 
moved to  this  town.  Here,  under  the  firm  name 
of  Geissel  and  Zeir,  there  is  a ten  thousand  dollar 
stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  also  a flouring 
mill.  Mr.  Geissel  has  been  County  Commissioner 
since  1879,  and  was  Chairman  one  year.  In  1858, 
Miss  Ilosina  Utsch,  of  Missouri,  became  his  wife. 
They  have  had  eight  children;  four  boys  and  two 
gil  ls  are  living. 

Michel  Thank  Gessner  was  bora  in  Baden, 
Germany,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1845.  He  came 
with  his  parents  to  America  in  1849,  and  ten  years 
later,  moved  to  Scioto  county,  Ohio,  where,  with 
his  father,  he  was  employed  on  the  canal  and  in 
the  mines  until  twenty-two  years  of  age.  On  the 
4th  of  October,  1864,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  ninety  second  Ohio  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  under  Captain  Titus.  Was  mus- 
tered out  on  the  3d  of  July,  1865,  and  returned  to 
his  former  home  in  Ohio.  In  1866,  he  came  to  St. 
Cloud,  Minnesota,  and  the  following  year,  to  sec- 
tion ten  of  this  town.  Mr.  Gessner  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Wey ranch,  of  St.  Louis, 
in  1867.  They  have  seven  children,  four  boys 
and  three  gills. 

Elijah  Dickey  Goodwin  was  born  near  the 
village  of  Truro,  Nova  Scotia,  on  the  12th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1835.  Ho  received  a good  common  school 
education  and  was  employed  in  the  gold  mines  of 
his  native  province  until  coming  to  Minnesota  in 
1868.  He  lived  in  St.  Paul  about  two  years,  and 
was  employed  at  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he 
learned  in  his  native  town.  He  purchased  a farm 


in  the  town  of  Swan  River,  and  after  living  on  it 
about  seven  years,  removed  to  his  present  farm  in 
section  one,  Two  Rivers.  Mr.  Goodwin  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Smith,  of  London,  in  1872. 
They  have  five  children,  three  girls  and  two  boys. 

Calhoun  Hays  was  born  in  Gilmer  county, 
AVest  Virginia,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1841.  He 
lived  on  his  father’s  plantation  until  coming  to 
Sauk  Rapids,  receiving  a good  education.  His 
father  was  a Congressman,  also  a member  of  the 
Constitutional  Convention,  and  was  elected  State 
Senator  for  several  terms.  In  1857,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  appointed  Receiver  in  the  Land 
Office  at  Sauk- Rapids,  and  it  was  he  who  was  first 
to  improve  the  water  power  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sauk  river.  He  resided  at  Little  Falls  for  a time, 
and  while  there  held  the  offices  of  County  Attor- 
ney and  Register  of  Deeds,  each  for  two  terms.  In 
1867,  he  came  to  his  present  farm,  and  is  now  Court 
Commissioner,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  Town  Clerk, 
Notary  Public,  and  Insurance  and  Real  Estate 
Agent.  In  1863,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lavinia 
H.  Lambert,  of  Maine.  They  have  nine  children, 
six  girls  and  three  boys. 

Samuel  AVillard  Muncy  was  born  in  AVasli- 
ington  county,  Maine,  on  the  17th  of  April,  1838. 
When  he  was  an  infant,  his  parents  moved  to  New 
Brunswick,  where  he  attended  school.  Iu  1866, 
he  came  to  Minnesota,  and  for  seven  years  was 
employed  by  E.  C.  Pratt,  running  an  express  from 
Minneapolis  to  St.  Paul,  after  which  he  was  en- 
gaged in  different  occupations,  until  coming  to  his 
present  farm  in  this  place,  in  June,  1879.  In  1861, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Maria  Hanson,  of  St.  Ste- 
phens, New  Brunswick.  They  have  eight  chil- 
dren, four  boys  and  four  girls. 

Alexander  McLeod,  was  born  in  February, 
1839,  in  one  of  the  Scottish  Isles.  He  is  a de- 
scendant of  Lord  McLeod,  who  was  an  ancient 
Highland  Chief  of  the  northern  part  of  his  native 
isle.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years,  he  came  to 
America  with  friends,  and  was  employed  on  a 
farm  near  Rochester  for  several  years.  In  1855, 
ho  removed  to  Minnesota,  remained  a few  years 
and  went  to  Louisiana.  When  the  civil  war  com 
menced,  Mr.  McLeod  came  to  Hudson,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  enlisted  in  Company  D,  of  the  Second 
AVisconsin  Volunteer  Cavalry.  The  Company  was 
in  a great  deal  of  active  service,  without  being 
in  many  heavy  engagements.  In  February,  1865, 
he  was  mustered  out  at  Memphis,  Tennessee, 
after  which,  he  was  in  the  construction  service  for 


: . ■■  ""  " ‘ 

* ! *"-'M  “ »«“  * ”“'a° 


, t : : V 


,,  I -Mil  .r:  : A 1o  U.1-  ‘-A  ' : * 


t VRt  ,i»nsuu>  w :>■•••  w r v'  • 

- . ,vr  ' a " :r,:"  : ,>1 


: ■ i.l  ' . hi ■■  ■ ' 1 ■ > 

■'  " ' 


,JJ,:  at  in  «*«.'•  I 


''•MW  Jl‘hVBlfj-1' I 


: 

, . ,h  , ) , . ...  - w .v  V'<  • ' | 


...  • ■ <»■  >V 

OV.-J  ; “ ‘1  .••*«  ai  bo'Hai  ;t>#< 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


635 


a few  months.  Then,  returning  to  Minnesota,  he 
located  hi  what  was  then  Two  Hi  vers,  but  now 
belongs  to  Elmdale.  In  1874,  he  came  to  his  pres- 
ent farm  in  this  town.  The  same  year  lie  was 
married  to  Mrs.  Hulda  Wyatt,  of  Illinois.  They 
have  had  seven  children,  six  of  whom  arc  living; 
three  boys  and  three  girls. 

Paul  Noe  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
where  he  received  a good  common  school  educa- 
tion. He  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen years,  lirst  resided  with  relatives,  and  was 
employed  in  rolling-mills,  then  went  to  Ohio, 
where  ho  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  enlisted  at  Lima,  in  Com- 
pauy  C,  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, was  sent  to  Chatanooga,  and  afterwards  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Spring  Hill,  Nashville, 
and  Franklin.  Was  in  the  entire  campaign  with 
General  Thomas  through  Tennessee  and  Alabama, 
and  in  April,  1865,  the  Company  was  stationed  at 
Bull  Gap,  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  some  of  Lee’s 
Army.  In  June,  1865,  Mr.  Noe  was  mustered  out 
at  Nashville,  Tennessee,  and  returned  to  his  home 
in  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1866,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, and  the  following  spring,  to  his  present  farm 
in  section  ten.  Mr.  Noe  has  held  the  oilice  of 
Chairman  of  Supervisors  for  several  years.  Was 
married  in  1860,  to  Miss  Margaret  Gessner,  of 
Germany.  They  have  had  eight  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  living;  four  girls  and  three  boys. 

Silas  Simon  Parmeter  was  born  in  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  on  the  12th  of  May,  1835. 
He  learned  the  cooper’s  trade,  and  resided  with 
his  parents  until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Then, 
coming  to  Minnesota,  he  worked  at  his  trade  for 
one  year  in  Dakota  county,  and  afterward  moved 
to  Wright  county.  In  the  fall  of  1861,  he  enlist- 
ed at  Fort  Snelling  in  Company  A,  of  the  Second 
Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Fredericksburg  in  April,  1862, 
and  the  following  August,  was  discharged  for 
disability.  Returned  to  his  native  place  in  New 
York,  and  in  1865,  re-enlisted  in  Company  C,  of 
the  Fortieth  New  York  Infantry;  was  in  the  battle 
of  Petersburg  in  April,  and  was  mustered  out 
in  the  following  July.  Mr.  Parmeter  then  re- 
turned to  Minnesota,  and  until  1876,  was  engaged 
in  di Horen t occupations.  In  the  latter  year  ho 
(anno  to  his  farm  in  this  township  and  has  since 
made  it  his  home.  Mr.  Parmeter’s  first  wife  died 
in  Buffalo,  Wright  county,  on  the  5th  of  January, 
1870,  and  in  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza 


Partridge.  There  are  ten  children  living,  five 
boys  and  five  girls,  and  two  are  deceased. 

Henry  Albert  Riioda,  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  town  of  Bernhansville,  Todd  county,  is  a German 
by  birth,  his  nativity  dating  on  the  13th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1837.  He  received  an  academic  education  in  his 
native  laud,  and  came  with  his  father  to  America  in 
1856,  locating  in  Carver  county,  Minnesota,  where 
he  resided  until  the  war.  On  the  lltli  of  March, 
1862,  he  enlisted  at  Fort  Snelling,  in  Company  I),  of 
the  Fifth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  Com- 
pany was  sent  south  the  following  December,  and 
participated  in  the  following  engagements:  battle 
of  Jackson,  siege  and  assault  of  Vicksburg,  assault 
of  Fort  De  Russy,  battles  of  Richmond,  Pleasant 
Hill,  Oxford,  and  Spanish  Fort.  On  the  6th  of 
September,  1864,  ho  was  mustered  out  at  Demop- 
olis,  Alabama,  returning  to  his  former  home  in 
Carver  county,  and  in  1866,  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  the  town  of  Bernhansville,  near  the  line  of 
Morrison  county.  Mr.  Rhoda  has  held  the  ollices 
of  Chairman  of  Supervisors,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  County  Commissioner  at  different  times,  and 
for  five  or  six  years,  has  been  County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools.  Was  married  in  1866,  to  Matilda 
Minning.  Six  children  have  been  born,  three  boys 
and  three  girls. 

James  Stanley  was  born  near  Franklinville, 
Iowa,  in  February,  1852.  When  he  was  six  years 
of  age  his  father  was  murdered  by  thieves,  after 
which  James  resided  with  a Mr.  Henry  McSwaine, 
in  Wisconsin,  until  eleven  years  old.  He  then 
learned  the  broom-maker’s  trade  in  Algona,  Iowa. 
Mr.  Stanley  came  to  Minnesota  only  a few  years 
ago,  located  in  this  town  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  butchering  and  lumbering. 

Richard  Lambert  Trask  was  born  in  Aroostook 
county,  Maine,  on  the  30th  of  October,  1831.  He 
came  to  Minnesota  about  the  year  1856,  and 
located  on  a farm  in  the  town  of  Bellevue.  In 
1870,  he  removed  to  his  present  farm  in  this  town. 
Since  his  residence  here  Mr.  Trask  has  been 
County  Commissioner  for  several  terms  and  also 
held  the  oflico  of  Supervisor.  In  1860,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Martha  Borman,  of  Ohio.  They 
had  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  are  living;  six 
girls  and  three  hoys. 

Samuel  Muncy  Trask,  a native  of  Aroostook 
county,  Maine,  was  born  on  the  3d  of  July,  1847. 
His  father  came  to  Bellevue,  Morrison  county,  in 
1856,  and  in  April,  1861,  to  this  town,  being  the 
lirst  permanent  settler,  and  assisting  in  its  organ- 
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ization.  Samuel  resided  at  home  until  the  death 
of  his  father,  since  which  time  he  has  lived  with 
his  brother  Marcus,  devoting  his  time  to  the  lum- 
ber business  and  farming. 

Daniel  Tease  was  born  in  Aroostook  county, 
Maine,  on  the  Gist  of  January,  1832.  Ho  was 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father 
until  coming  to  Minnesota  in  1856.  In  1861,  he 
came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  He  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  of  the  First  Minnesota  Vol- 
unteer Artillery,  in  1864;  was  sent  to  Chatta- 
nooga, Tennesse,  where  he  was  detailed  in  the 
Quartermaster  department.  In  June,  1865,  lie 
was  mustered  out,  and  soon  after,  returned  to  his 
farm  in  this  place.  Mr.  Trask  was  married  to 
Miss  Emma  Godfrey,  of  Maine,  in  1863.  They 
have  three  children;  one  girl  and  two  boys. 

Calvin  Austin  Tuttle  was  born  in  Tolland 
county,  Connecticut,  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1811.  He  received  his  education  at  the  Academy 
of  Tolland,  and  also  learned  the  trade  of  a mill- 
wright. For  two  years  he  lived  at  Alton,  Illinois, 
and  in  July,  1838,  came  to  Minnesota.  He  was 
employed  for  a few  years  by  the  St.  Louis  Com- 
pany, at  the  Falls  of  St.  Croix;  then  moved  to 
Iowa,  and  to  Illinois,  and  finally  returned  to  this 
State,  locating  at  St.  Anthony.  He  was  employed 
by  Franklin  Steele  & Co.,  in  the  erection  of  the 
first  mill  built  at  the  Falls;  also  built  for  himself 


the  second  mill  at  Minnetonka.  During  Mr. 
Tuttle’s  residence  at  Minneapolis,  he  was  Terri- 
torial Treasurer  for  six  years  by  appointment  from 
Governor  Bamsey.  In  1867,  he  came  to  this 
town,  located  on  his  present  farm,  and  has  been 
Town  Treasurer  most  of  the  time  since.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Charlotte  Minkler,  of  New  York, 
in  December,  1840.  They  have  had  seven  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living. 

Captain  Robert  B.  Young  was  born  in  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1814.  In  1856,  he  came 
to  Minnesota,  locating  on  a farm  in  Scott  county. 
In  September,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  serv- 
ing as  First  Lieutenant.  During  the  winter  he 
was  on  the  frontier,  and  the  following  spring  was 
promoted  to  Captain  and  sent  south.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  also  in  the  battles 
of  Jackson  and  Champion  Hills.  While  in  the 
latter  battle,  Captain  Young  was  sunstruck,  and  in 
June,  1863,  resigned,  since  which  time  he  has 
drawn  a pension.  In  the  latter  year  he  returned 
to  his  former  home  in  Scott  county,  and  after- 
wards became  engaged  in  the  milling  business 
with  his  sons,  Thomas  M.,  James  M.,  and  Milo  N. 
They  now  own  a flouring-mill  in  this  township, 
erected  in  1875.  It  is  36x36  feet,  four  stories 
high,  has  two  run  of  stones  and  one  set  of  rolls, 
with  a capacity  of  twenty  barrels  per  day. 
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CHAPTER  CL. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  EXPLORATIONS  AND  SETTLE- 
MENTS  VILLAGE  OF  CROW  WING ORGANIZATION 

FORT  RIPLEY  STATION. 

Crow  Wing  county,  located  in  north  central 
Minnesota,  was  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, approved  on  the  23d  of  May,  1857,  with  the 
following  described  boundaries:  beginning  at  the 
southeast  corner  of  township  forty-three  north, 
range  twenty -eight  west  of  the  fourth  principal 
meridian;  thence  north  on  the  line  between  ranges 
twenty-seven  and  twenty-eight,  to  the  center  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river;  thence 
down  the  center  of  said  channel  to  its  intersection 
with  the  line  between  townships  forty-two  and 
forty-three;  thence  east  on  said  township  line  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  The  county  is  bounded 
on  the  west  and  north  by  the  Mississippi  river,  on 
the  east  by  Aitkin  and  Mille  Lac«  counties,  and 
on  the  south  by  Morrison  county.  The  surface  is 
generally  undulating,  with  a slight  trend  to  the 
south  and  west.  It  is  drained  by  the  Mississippi 
river  and  its  tributaries,  the  chief  of  which  are 
the  Little  Nokay  and  Noka  Sebe  rivers,  whose 
general  direction  is  south  and  west. 

Long  Lake  and  several  smaller  lakes  in  the  cen- 
tral and  eastern  part,  have  outlets  flowing  into  the 
“ Father  of  Waters.”  The  soil  varies  from  a light 
sandy,  to  a rich  dark  loam,  with  occasional  tracts 
of  clay  loam,  and  with  the  abundant  supply 
of  wild  meadow,  renders  this  region  well  adapted 
to  agriculture  and  grazing.  Situated  in  the  south- 
ern portion  of  the  pine  region,  its  surface  is  mostly 
wooded,  the  usual  varieties  of  hard  wood  abound- 
ing, in  addition  to  its  forests  of  pine.  In  the 
southwest  is  found  prairie  and  light  burr  oak  open- 
ings. At  the  old  village  site  of  Crow  AVing  a 
fierce  encounter  is  said  to  have  occurred  between 
the  Sioux  and  Chippewas  many  years  ago,  traces 
of  the  pits  dug  by  the  latter  being  still  visible. 


Among  the  early  explorers  of  this  region,  the 
names  of  G.  C.  Beltrami  and  C.  H.  Beauleau  are 
still  preserved  in  tradition.  The  former  is  be- 
lieved to  have  passed  through  here  as  early  as 
1823,  and  the  latter  is  said  to  have  had  a trading 
post  at  or  near  the  mouth  of  the  Crow  AVing 
river  about  the  year  1837.  Hon.  H.  M.  Rice  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  William  Aitkin 
opened  a trading  post  at  the  mouth  of  Little  Rock 
river,  and  0.  H.  Beauleau  at  Crow 'AVing,  in  1846, 
and  were  furnished  with  goods  from  Prairie  du 
Chien.  Philip  Beaupre,  now  residing  near  Sauk 
Rapids,  came  from  Fort  Garry,  on  the  Red  River, 
to  Crow  AVing,  in  the  spring  of  1844.  AVhen  he 
came  to  this  place  he  found  Allen  Morrison  and 
Donald  McDonald  trading  with  the  Indians. 
About  the  time  Fort  Ripley  was  established,  S.  B. 
Olmstead  settled  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi 
river  opposite  the  Fort,  the  location  being,  at  that 
time,  a part  of  Benton  county,  but  afterwards  in- 
cluded in  Crow  AVing.  This  farm  is  now  the  home 
of  Daniel  S.  Mooers,  who  purchased  it  in  the  year 
1868.  Among  other  early  settlers  or  traders  who 
came  about  this  date,  were  Clemens  II.  Beauleau, 
John  Fairbanks,  John  McGillis,  AVallace  Bean, 
and  David  MoArthur.  Crow  AVing  was  then  the 
centre  of  Indian  trading  for  all  the  upper  coun- 
try, the  general  supply  store  being  located  at  this 
place,  under  the  management  of  Beauleau  & Co., 
from  which  the  trading  posts  in  the  country  drew 
their  supplies  from  time  to  time.  This  state  of 
things  continued  for  a number  of  years.  Benja- 
min Brown  opened  a hotel  here  about  1860.  From 
this  date,  additions  were  made  year  by  year  to  the 
population  and  the  business  interests  of  the  place. 
In  1866,  the  settlement  and  village  contained 
seven  families  of  whites,  and  about  twenty-three 
of  half-breeds  and  Chippewas,  with  a large  tran- 
sient population,  which  is  variously  estimated  by 
parties  who  resided  in  the  village  at  the  time.  The 
entire  population  was,  from  reliable  estimates,  about 


. v£\y:;.\  -iYv'0 


I ;■  f.hSi  1.0  HI  o'olo  •'  ' gfiOCtA 

■r:  .-.i.u-?1 .5 .0  nr .'•'ihiT  ,0  ;M  77  ns:.;; 

,fci  . iui  - T .uojfEviri’  -u  !,/■  : •'.>  Iii:ja 

. i • ...  : ' .1  /'"P  •..  •••;.  ,-i  : >!■  •• 

■l,,:>o7  roiC  'M  :-.  in'o'n  -n:.  ;;  /..•  !■.;;< 

7 7 7 hi  i 7.  .'!«•  7 In  ■'  .■  !'i  ;7. 

. : »■  ■ j • ■ lUlKli  ' •"*  • ' -I  '.)  1>  ' >• 

•' Hi.  jici  il'-r'  '-rO  7-  ;»«  iOv*  •'.»  Cm  t /fl 

■n  ji  a'  : i'  ; ■ '/  ..  '■  . >i  .-  juo 

........ 

,v  ■ ..  [>•.■:•  rryu.r  ■ai 

* i ;i  ;i«V/  i ; V:  T • .T-qa  - <; ; su  p-riV-  't.0  ...m 

,s  ikY  tii’l  C 

.;  :il  4 ;•!•!.{  •.!'  iin'VjI  ;M  j ;,v'  ‘.'7 .j  -iKs-  ' ftvH 

et&4ii  ilhoi &r.iyxu\.;:  ixv >M  .d  ; jcj>vi  'io 
t,  ,•/;■  A ••  ,•  '•  lOioli 

■ . . ■ W "< 

, ' f.-j  10  ■ Cif* I ■ ■ M 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

I . O')  ■ ' 7 I iil'lUi.  'i.:'  , I ' ' 

• 

Y - > ■'  - lo 

, - ■ ".7  ■■  ' ."'.si  •>:  V 7 ■ 7 V -7- 

i’..,  . ,i  ; "V  i i i ■ - !7.  7 44'-  >"  ■■  7. 


«/.  i -i  -i  . k ■!  dm  ‘ m:  ...  ■ i i-  : , : '7  ■'  ..  o 

17  ..  ...  -7..  ;i  ) 7 . , \<S  :•  ,i  .7  • : I 7-1. 

./.or.  77  ,.  ;jrj-na  Tiorr  - 

hr-ja  • ii-rr.?:  f '7  . ! . V/  V.'O'jD 

,7-  ; ■ 7.  ' 7,  ...  .77' 

i 17  1.7  ; o'  7.1,117  '71.  «u:  //.  u; 

['I'-.-  r..  77:7.  1 -ii.  ■ 1 7 7‘7./i7:. 

. . ,7  i 7-1  ...  .7.  ! ■ ..7  I." 

, -r  u ■ (■',.  1 c jj,'  ,:•>  . *•:('. r - • ■ 7:  ; 

7 j-  s'  0 bkr  ' 7 ■fl.fi&adl  r fori 

JiXli  f.7-  .;j  " ; .-Ot  7 7./!'  7.7  7.7'  . I vn 

......  77..  . ' «0«Iq 

JO  . f • J ! 1 .7!  'JOii  . 7ii.  77.  70 

.f,  :■  :o.  . . 7 ijU'A  »;•  , ’i 

: 7.,'ii  7 7,!;  ■ ....  71  7-  7.7  , ■ iflV-J-X:  1'!.:, 

7.  ■ ..  i«f  ' o7l  , . i ii!  7 1 ii  It  if  . 7 70.11 

o ■ ....  7 ' '7  7 . 7 . .17,;):;.  7'  .1  - ir  V/h 

T\  l 0<7 ' ,:7  7-  ■ 7 '77  7 1 ill 

' ! 7,-1  ; . - 1 1;  77  7 7 7-  i'V  . ! ; 7 7..  [ ..'77 

. -((/:  . .a.j'.fl)  > l‘  1!  IJ  t'XlO  *5.  i(< 

( 1 .7  ,.  . L;.;,  I 7 , ■ 7 . -•  . ...  .7 , UfV.  to 

-1,..  10(7;  7,  0.7.1!  h i.  ii  7'  . .-7  7.1 1'.'  ,i,  1«' 

,.7  - cn  ; . ,.  "'i  7.  j ;.  ■■  Xii 

. . 7 - 7,  - . ! i get  l.i  7 7.  | ':k  1 --  ir  -rirwa 

.a  gu YH  wp«0  io  7 .«  fa  • ; : - ; r.iit 

....  ■ 77;  . 1 1 

.-.7 ,7  ■■  li'ia  r..--..-  -iy.i:;  ..! ' -i  7:  7 ! . " i- 


G38 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UTTER  MISSISSITTI  VALLEY 


six  hundred.  There  wore  two  hotels,  a number  of 
boarding-houses,  two  stores,  one  blacksmith  shop, 
an  Episcopal,  and  a Catholic  church,  a school 
kept  in  the  Episcopal  church  edifice,  and  two 
saloons  at  this  date.  Mrs.  Beauleau,  Mrs.  Chap- 
man, and  Mrs.  Whipple  were  the  only  white 
women  in  the  place  in  18GG. 

Crow  Wing,  as  a business  point,  has  passed 
away,  most  of  the  buildings  having  been  removed 
to  Brainerd,  and  the  remaining  ones  destroyed.  It 
is  stated  by  former  residents  of  the  village  that 
the  number  of  families  did  not  exceed  twenty-five, 
and  the  entire  population  could  not  have  exceeded 
six  hundred  persons. 

When  the  county  was  organized  in  1857,  it  was 
attached  to  Morrison  county  for  judicial  purposes. 
The  first  District  Court  was  held  in  Crow  Wing 
about  1859,  Judge  J.  McKelvy  presiding.  Charles 
Beauleau  was  clerk  of  the  District  Court;  William 
Wade,  Sheriff;  Allen  Morrison,  John  II.  Fair- 
banks, andC.  II.  Beauleau,  Son.,  were  the  first  Com- 
missioners. The  comity  business  was  conducted, 
in  an  irregular  manner  for  a few  years,  when  the 
organization  was  abandoned,  and  reorganized  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1870.  The  first  meeting  of  the  County  Commis- 
sioners bears  the  date,  January  19tli,  1870,  and 
was  held  at  the  hotel  of  Henry  Whipple,  at  Crow 
Wing.  Henry  Whipple,  Wallace  Beau,  and  F.  W. 
Peake  were  constituted  the  Board  of  Commission- 
ers, the  first  named  being  chairman.  The  old 
Auditor  sent  in  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to 
the  county  and  in  use  under  the  former  organiza- 
tion. F.  M.  Campbell  was  sworn  as  Auditor;  F. 
Cat  heart  was  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  on  the 
29tli  of  January,  1870,  and  on  the  same  date  II. 
M.  Mixter  and  C.  H.  Beauleau,  Sen.,  were  ap- 
pointed County  Commissioners.  John  Mcdillis 
was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  on  the  21st  of 
February,  1870.  On  the  8th  of  March,  1870,  the 
County  Commissioners  passed  a resolution  decla- 
ring all  official  proceedings  prior  to  that  date  ille- 
gal, and  all  orders  drawn  upon  the  county  treas- 
ury, void  and  not  subject  to  payment. 

The  officers  for  1870  were:  County  Commis-* 
sioners,  Wallace  Bean,  Chairman,  Henry  Whipple, 
and  F.  W.  Peake;  Treasurer,  E.  B.  Snyder;  Sheriff, 
William  Wood;  Auditor,  F.  M.  Campbell;  Clerk  of 
the  Court,  C.  H.  Beauleau. 

About  twenty  miles  south  of  Brainerd,  and 
about  eight  from  the  old  village  of  Crow  Wing  is 
Fort  Ripley  Station,  about  half  a mile  from  the 


river,  and  opposite  the  old  Fort  from  which  it  de- 
rives its  name.  It  was  established  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  the  railroad  from  Sauk  Rapids  to  Brain- 
erd, and  F.  A.  Perley  assigned  to  duty  here  as 
agent.  The  present  agent  is  L.  I.  Baker,  who  is 
also  Postmaster.  The  depot,  a grain  warehouse, 
water-tank,  and  a small  store  comprise  the  build- 
ings. 

About  four  miles  northeast  of  the  station  is  a 
lumber  mill,  with  capacity  of  three  thousand  feet 
per  day.  It  is  on  the  Noka  Sebe  river,  which  fur- 
nishes the  motive  power.  It  was  built  in  October, 
1880,  by  J.  Grorst  and  M.  E.  Coe,  the  latter  re- 
tiring form  the -firm  in  March,  1881,  since  which 
time  Mr.  Gorst  has  conducted  the  business  alone. 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1871,  Miss  Ellen  McArthur, 
a daughter  of  David  McArthur,  living  about  two 
miles  east  of  Crow  Wing,  was  murdered  by  two 
Indians,  while  on  her  way  from  her  father’s  house 
to  that  of  Henry  Whipple.  For  some  time  it  was 
supposed  she  had  run  away,  though  no  reason  ex- 
isted for  such  an  act.  In  August,  an  old  Indian 
woman  whom  the  murderers  had  offended,  told  a 
young  girl,  Ida  Whipple,  the  truth,  and  named 
the  guilty  parties.  This  information  subsequently 
led  to  their  arrest  at  White  Earth,  from  whence 
they  were  brought  to  Brainerd  and  lodged  in  jail, 
from  which  they  were  taken  by  a party  said  to 
have  been  led  by  Anson  Nortlirup,  and  hanged 
without  ceremony  to  a pine  tree  in  the  village. 
The  old  pine  is  yet  standing,  though  dead,  and 
without  top  or  branch,  except  the  bare  arm  from 
which  the  murderers  were  suspended. 


BRAINERD. 


CHAPTER  CLI. 

SITUATION — EAltLY  CLAIMANTS — SETTLEMENT  AND 

GKOWTH EIlt.ST  NEWSPAPER — CITY  GOVERNMENT 

— SCHOOLS — CH  U RCIIES SOCIETIES NORTHERN 

PACIFIC  RAILROAD — BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Brainerd,  the  county  seat  of  Crow  Wing  county, 
is  located  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
on- ground  sixty  feet  above  high  water  mark,  one 
hundred  ami  thirty-six  miles  fram  St.  Paul,  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  from  Duluth,  and  one  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  east  of  Moorhead,  on  the  Red 
River.  Accounts  of  its  early  settlement,  though 
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or  comparatively  recent  (Into,  arc  somewhat,  con- 
flicting. The  following  account  is  from  one  of  the 
participants  in  the  early  movements  anil  may  bo 
received  as  authentic. 

The  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  was  surveyed  to 
the  present  site  of  this  town,  and  the  railroad  cross- 
ing of  the  Mississippi  river  determined  in  June, 
1870.  A few  days  after  the  surveying  party  had 
passed  Little  Falls  on  their  way  north,  O.  W.  Syl- 
vester, Lewis  Hamlin,  William  H.  Horn,  Alfred 
Tanner,  Robert  A.  Beggs,  Moses  Lefond,  and  per- 
haps others,  formed  a temporary  company  and 
sent  part  of  their  number  up  the  river  to  secure  the 
ground  for  a town  site,  at  the  place  where  the  sur- 
veying party  should  determine  to  cross  the  river. 
Proceeding  to  Grow  Wing  by  wagon,  thence  in  ca- 
noes, they  reached  this  point  about  the  time  the 
surveyors  were  completing  their  work.  Under 
pretext  of  hunting,  they  remained  near  by  until 
the  surveyors  left,  then  located  and  marked  out  a 
claim  embracing  what  they  deemed  sullicient  for  a 
town,  and  railroad  purposes.  They  then  returned 
to  Little  Falls,  and  soon  a part  of  the  company 
visited  the  claim  and  constructed  two  or  three  tem- 
porary residences,  and  divided  the  ground,  each 
member  being  assigned  his  part.  Some  of  these 
were  evidently  sold  to  Mrs.  Hester  Gilman,  who 
entered  part  of  the  present  site  of  Brainerd,  the 
patent  bearing  the  date  of  record  December  10th, 
1870.  The  same  record  shows  a transfer  of  her 
rights  to  the  Lake  Superior  and  Puget  Sound 
Company,  on  the  13th  of  August,  1870.  The  re- 
maining members  of  the  original  claimants  sold 
their  interests  to  the  same  Company.  About  this 
time  Charles  Darby  “jumped”  a portion  of  the 
town  site  not.  included  in  Mrs.  Gilman’s  claim,  and 
built  the  first  house  of  round  logs,  completed  as  a 
permanent  dwelling,  near  the  ground  now  occu- 
pied by  the  railroad  shops,  in  block  eighteen. 
Soon  after,  he  also  sold  to  the  Lake  Superior  and 
Puget  Sound  Company. 

The  second  house  was  built  by  Stuart  Seeley, 
and  was  of  hewed  logs,  a few  rods  north  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  used  as  a boarding  house.  The 
third  was  a small,  hastily  constructed  building 'oc- 
cupied as  a saloon.  The  next  was  tho  residence 
of  L.  P.  White,  agent  of  the  Lake  Superior  and 
Puget  Sound  Company,  corner  of  Seventh  and 
Juniper  streets.  This  company  took  immediate 
steps  for  building  up  a town,  and  the  sale  of  lots. 
The  town  was  platted  in  the  full  of  1870,  and  re- 
corded September  29,  1871.  From  the  location  of 


the  town,  settlors  began  to  flock  to  tho  place.  S. 
W.  Taylor,  John  Bishop,  Edward  B.  Lyndo,  John 
Martin,  W.  W.  Hartley,  Fred  W.  Peake,  Thomas 
Holmes,  and  two  of  his  brothers,  H.  A.  Hall,  Frank 
Dunn,  Edward  Morse,  and  a number  of  others, 
came  during  the  fall  of  1870,  and  a number  of 
boarding  houses  and  hotels  were  started.  Illy  & 
Co.  started  a general  supply  store,  and  others  of 
the  new  comers  started  some  of  the  different  lines 
of  trade  and  business.  The  Headquarters  Hotel 
was  built  soon  after  by  the  Railroad  Company,  and 
the  Northwestern  House  by  Joseph  Styles. 

In  the  fall  of  1870,  the  first  marriage  occurred, 
the  parties  being  Joseph  Gronden  and  Miss  Darby. 

Numerous  houses  of  various  kinds,  shapes  and 
styles  were  erected  during  this  summer.  A large 
portion  of  the  buildings,  that  had  served  a noble 
purpose  for  many  years  in  tho  village  of  Crow 
Wing,  were,  during  this  summer  removed  to  this 
place,  and  occupied  either  for  residences  or  busi- 
ness houses.  The  crowded  streets,  the  busy  stores, 
the  jammed  hotels,  the  rumbling  of  the  ears,  the 
sound  of  the  hammer  all  day  and  a large  portion 
of  the  night,  and  the  constant  ingress  of  emigrants, 
bearing  unmistakable  evidence  of  a real  life,  flowed 
onward  like  a stream  with  great  force. 

In  1871,  measures  were  taken  for  the  erection  of 
a court  house  and  jail,  the  contract  being  awarded 
to  L.  P.  White,  for  the  sum  of  $971.(10.  The 
building  was  18x20  feet,  and  two  stories  high. 
On  tho  first  floor  were  four  cells,  1x8  feet,  and  two, 
8x8  feet,  in  front  of  which  was  a room,  8x18  feet, 
for  a ShorilFs  ollieo.  Tho  walls  of  the  jail  were 
of  scantling  lying  Hat,  and  spiked  together,  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  pounds  of  large  spikes 
being  used  in  the  construction.  The  second  Hour 
of  the  building  was  furnished  for  a court  room. 

During  this  your  the  first  ferry  across  the  !\lis- 
sissippi  was  built  by  tho  railroad  company,  and 
after  some  time  the  title  was  transferred  to  Cass 
county. 

The  Post-office  was  established  and  Dr.  S.  W. 
Thayer  commissioned  Postmaster.  He  was  also 
the  first  practicing  physician.  H.  M.  Mixtcr 
opened  tho  first  blacksmith  shop;  and  church  and 
school  interests  were  given  due  attention.  During 
the  winter  of  1871-72,  over  two  hundred  lots  were 
sold  by  Mr.  White.  In  the  latter  year,  the  Le- 
land  House  was  built,  with  eighteen  rooms,  which, 
by  its  addition  in  1879,  was  increased  to  sixty. 
The  Merchants  Hotel  was  also  built  during  this 
year  by  Mrs.  Chapman,  who  still  owns  and  con- 
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trols  it.  H.  A.  Hills,  who  had  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  trade  prior  to  thin  date,  started  the 
first  bank  during  this  year.  Prank  Dunn  opened 
the  first  livery  stable,  but  soon  after  sold  it  to  S. 
V.  It.  Sherwood,  who  in  1H74,  sold  to  N.  McKaddon, 
the  present  owner.  During  the  early  part  of  the 
year,  the  Brainerd  Hook  and  Ladder  Company 
was  organized. 

This  year  also  witnessed  the  establishment  of 
the  “ Brainerd  Tribune,”  through  which  medium 
Brainerd  began  to  be  known  abroad,  and  to  which 
was  largely  due  the  influx  of  settlers  and  remark- 
able developments  following.  Luring  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  a charter  was  obtained,  authoriz- 
ing the  organization  of  the  City  of  Brainerd,  and 
on  the  11th  of  January,  18711,  the  Common  Coun- 
cil was  organized  with  the  following  officers : 
President,  L.  1’.  White;  Vice  President,  M.  Tuttle; 
Aldermen,  L.  P.  White,  M.  Tuttle,  W.  L.  Heatli- 
cote,  William  Murphy,  Antony  Mahlum,  and  P. 
X.  Goulet;  City  Clerk,  P.  H.  Trudell;  City  Treas- 
urer, Robert  McNider;  City  Attorney,  C.  B. 
Sleeper;  and  City  Justice,  W.  W.  Hurtle}'. 

Under  this  organization  several  additions  to  the 
original  plat  were  surveyed  and  recorded,  as  the 
rapid  development  of  the  place  required. 

The  name  first  suggested  for  this  place  was 
“Ogamagua,”  in  honor  of  Mrs.  Emma  Bullion,  a 
woman  of  rare  personal  beauty,  to  whom  the  In- 
dians gave  the  name  mentioned,  meaning  Queen, 
or  Chief  Woman.  The  present  name  was  chosen 
in  honor  of  the  wife  of  J.  Gregory  Smith,  first 
President  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, Mrs.  Smith’s  family  name  being  Brainerd. 

During  this  year  Barrows,  Prescott,  & Basset 
built  a steam  saw  mill  near  the  railroad  bridge, 
capacitated  to  do  good  work.  This  firiii  run  the 
mill  one  year,  then  sold  it  to  George  W.  LcDuo, 
who,  in  a short  time,  sold  to  Mr.  lily,  who  soon 
after  removed  it  to  its  present  site,  about  three- 
fourths  of  a mile  south  of  the  city,  and  in  187(i, 
sold  it  to  Jones  Brothers,  who  operated  it  until 
1878,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  J.  A.  Davis 
& Co.,  the  present  proprietors.  The  mill,  with  its 
enlargements,  has  now  a daily  capacity  of  fifty 
thousand  feet  of  lumber,  eighty  thousand  shingles, 
and  twenty-five  thousand  lath.  It  is  operated  by 
an  engine  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  horse- 
power. Near  this  is  a planing  and  shingle  mill 
driven  by  a seventy-five  horse-power  engine.  This 
company  employs  about  seventy-five  men  in  and 
about  the  milk). 


With  tho  establishment  of  lumber  manufacto- 
ries, substantial  and  even  elegant  dwellings  sup- 
planted the  ruder  cabins,  and  with  the  exception 
of  a temporary  check  growing  out  of  Jay  Cooke’s 
failure,  and  the  suspension  of  railroad  construc- 
tion, the  place  has  since  enjoyed  a steady  growth, 
and  is  now  the  most  active  town  on  this  line  of 
road.  Its  population,  in  1880,  as  shown  by  tho 
census  returns,  was  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-four,  which  has  since  increased  to  much 
larger  proportions,  a local  writer  of  tho  “Brainerd 
Tribune”  claiming  not  less  than  four  thousand  in 
tho  early  autumn  of  1881.  The  number  of  sub- 
stantial business  houses,  representatives  of  the  va- 
rious professions,  churches,  schools,  societies,  etc., 
mark  a development  rarely  met  with  in  so  young 
a city. 

Not  less  remarkable  than  the  rapid  growth  of 
the  place  was  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  approved 
January  11th,  1876,  reducing  the  city  organiza- 
tion, and  substituting  an  ordinary  township  gov- 
ernment, in  which  condition  it  still  remains.  It  is 
hardly  probable,  however,  that  with  the  spirit  of 
progress  now  apparent,  the  place  will  long  remain 
without  a municipal  form  of  government. 

A National  Bank  Association  was  formed  at  this 
place  yi  August,  1881,  with  a capital  stock  of 
$50,000,  and  the  following  board  of  Directors: 
William  Ferris,  H.  A.  Towne,  G.  W.  Holland,  L. 
P.  White,  J.  A.  Davis,  0.  B.  Sleeper,  James  Gard- 
ner, C.  Abby,  G.  G.  Hartley,  Adam  Brown,  and 
James  Dewar,  the  first  named  being  chosen  Pres- 
ident. 

The  first  educational  effort  was  in  the  early 
summer  of  1872,  under  tho  direction  of  Messrs. 
Bean,  Prescott,  and  White,  who,  as  a self-consti- 
tuted committee,  purchased  of  John  Hess,  for  fifty 
dollars,  a building  of  hewed  logs  near  the  rail- 
road bridge,  in  which  Miss  Hall  was  employed  as 
teacher. 

During  the  same  season  an  independent  school 
district  was  formed,  with  L.  P.  White,  Clerk;  P. 
D.  Davenport,  Director;  and  T.  F.  Knappen, 
Treasurer.  In  1878,  the  main  part  of  the  present 
school  building  was  erected,  which,  with  its  addi- 
tions will  accommodate  two  hundred  and  fifty 
scholars,  arranged  in  four  departments.  The  only 
school  building  in  the  county  aside  from  this,  is 
located  near  Crow  Wing,  in  district  number  one, 
which  embraces  all  the  county  outside  the  town- 
ship of  Brainerd.  A building,  however,  is  in  con- 
templation at  Brainerd,  north  of  the  railuuid,  for 


m 


|,.  «Iiw  ! ■ ' P1,::  ’,(ii  1"  J‘  ! 

,..o-.  ' ,01  • : > '■  - " ' * ' ■ ' ' 

..  . . , . ; ' 1 ' 1 ' " 

■lV.-..r  ^ *"  V h ■f"1' 

i.i  ■ ' • ' )"i'  1 : { 

; ■:  Bi-  l 

' . .Ua-AU  'l  T ».«•  • ' - -H  ' f , 

; , . ,;  ./o  0 f.  : A <\  -li-iitl"  ; -V-'  ■ } !il 

a . :;u-  r-  , u il«&  ■ li! 

k O'  >:t 

....  ::  ■}  Luo  -Un  -lit  -i!  ■' 

l-Zr  v,  11  t,"  - -b, 

I . ’•  /’  ' flfl 

..Mi  :*/,w  ' 1 

„ , , ,-rf  ! i- • i.  iAj'  >1.11  !v/  V.\  O'.'" 

( , . ;■  ■ •:  ■■  1,0 : ■ r,fci  As  ■"  ' ' 

, 1 A*.  T A ■" 

.;  ' AUhBi  ir,  >;  ; ; - ' ' 

' ; , : . ■■  ' 

. 


, |.t  . ■ 'I,  ,';U:  K-J  »’  'll*.!  ofcttT  ' Al«l. 

, ..mi .-n,  -<*  i-i  -i-!-"  ‘ 

,,  .,  . - . !■■■  i ' 1 ' ; 

'ill  . ' 'll 

: -•  . , ■ v'.'3'/';: 

' ■' 

, : . -.  ; ■rf>  • l'.  ' ' 

:...  r.;,,  -10'  . 

. ...  ...  . . r/i  , -r  ■ ■ ft  .iiv  ’■  ! . i* 

■it : . > ■ ■■•  o 

", .,  ir-'  - '"‘:i 

t • . 0 1 -1  •-  *•* 

t . .'0'  ' ' ■ ;T'  : • ' '<'  ' ' 

. ,i  , ,.  i.i i ; '.  O ' ' '<!  ;!  ' •’ 

....  ' . . ..  ' ' , ' 'A 

• . u ‘SJi.A  J -A.  M ’• 

,I0".  ....  ..  ■ • to  -.00  ■ >o  ",SiiOoS£fl-3J 

- ! ia.>ilw  -u  , 0 .01  ffiio  - ooi  V 

... 

„•  , f 1...  . !l  r ( -Jii'.  Off  ' O lo.lt J u: 

■■  .......  :T,0  .1.  v.  ,K 


o:l  Ao"’  O r • 

,,,.  if  ...,  .'  . . o .•'.'."I 

i .,  : .P-,  ■ ,.  • •"«.  A,l) 

. .,t  ' > ..  OOftta 

, . , j„  i ■><  ...  !..  .,  1 -0  , 0"  . O'  ' O"1'  >•  ' 

1.1  - • o;  "i  o<  r'>Av 

-.A  I.  .-  .v;  - ’■■. u>i  :i  ; " ;J : 

1 IT  oonoo,!  o.  M-. i!  o A ■ 

v..'  ■ 

. .,  - • ' 


BRAIN ERD 


641 


an  additional  primary  department,  to  accommo- 
date residents  of  that  locality.  The  estimated 
value  of  school  property  in  the  county  is  $3,055, 
and  the  amount  expended  for  teachers’  wages  in 
1880,  was  $‘2,250. 

The  “ lirninord  Tribune,”  already  mentioned, 
was  started  by  M.  G.  Russell,  and  was  for  some 
time  printed  in  the  “ Journal ” ollioe  at  St.  Cloud, 
arriving  here  Sunday  morning  by  stage.  The 
first  issue  was  opened  at  the  Post-office  on  Sunday 
morning,  February  6th,  1872,  and  among  the 
crowd  of  men  who  gathered  there,  six  hundred 
copies  were  sold  at  ten  cents  each.  This  was  the 
first  newspaper  on  the  line  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad.  After  six  months  Mr.  Russell  was  en- 
abled to  purchase  an  outfit;  and  published  the 
“Tribune”  at  Braiuerd.  Tn  1871,  his  entire  out- 
lit  with  the  new  building  but  recently  occupied, 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  involving  a total  loss. 
With  scarce  the  loss  of  a week,  a new  outfit  was 
procured,  and  the  publication  resumed.  In  April, 
1875,  VV.  W.  Hartley  purchased  the  ollice,  under 
whose  management  it  still  continues. 

CirnuciLKS. — The  first  religious  service  held  at 
Braiuerd,  was  in  1870,  and  conducted  by  Dr.  S. 
W.  Thayer,  a physician  in  the  employ  of  the 
Railroad  company,  reading  the  Episcopal  service 
in  a log  house  near  the  river.  Bishop  Whipple 
afterwards  visited  the  place,  and  in  1871,  Rev.  J. 
A.  Gilfillan  preached  in  the  open  air,  in  front  of 
the  Headquarters  Hotel,  calling  his  congregation 
together  by  means  of  a small  hand-bell.  The  next 
year  a church  edifice  was  erected,  the  furniture  for 
which  was  made  in  St.  Cloud,  and  shipped  by  rail 
to  this  point  by  way  of  St.  Paul  and  Duluth.  A 
church  was  organized  with  the  following  officers: 
C.  W.  Mead,  Senior  Warden;  F.  II.  Harvey,  Ju- 
nior Warden;  S.  W.  Thayer,  C.  T.  Hobart,  John 
Blackman,  William  Lytle,  II.  G.  Coykendall,  L. 
P.  White,  John  Davis,  and  T.  F.  Knappen,  Ves- 
trymen. The  church  was  consecrated  May  24th, 
1873,  by  Bishop  Whipple.  Revs.  F.  R.  Mills- 
paugh,  W.  Root,  and  F.  J.  Hawley  have  suc- 
ceeded to  the  Rectorship,  the  latter  being  in  charge 
since  May,  1880. 

Early  in  1871,  the  Rev.  James  Gourley,  a Moth- 
odist  Episcopal  Missionary,  held  religious  service 
here  in  a log  hut  near  the  river,  and  on  the  13th 
of  October,  1872,  a Methodist  church  was  organ- 
ized under  the  pastoral  ellbrts  of  Rev.  H.  J. 
Crist,  with  a membership  of  nine,  which  has 
since  increased  to  twenty-five.  The  same  year  a 
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houso  of  worship  was  erected  at  a cost  of  $1,000. 
Revs.  A.  A.  Button,  M.  B.  Smith,  C.  II.  Dixon,  and 
E.  Nelthorpe  have  been  the  pastors,  the  latter 
now  being  in  charge. 

A Baptist  church  was  organized  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1872,  through  the  ell’orts  of  Rev.  .John 
Wood,  of  tho  Baptist  Home  Missionary  Society, 
and  during  the  year  a church  edifice  and  parson- 
age were  built  at  a cost  of  $1,150.  The  removal 
of  several  prominent  members  soon  reduced  the 
society,  and  led  to  the  omission  of  regular  service 
from  October,  1875,  to  the  present  year,  when 
Rev.  G.  W.  Huntley  began  holding  regular  ser- 
vices, and  soon -secured  the  services  of  Rev.  J. 
Wilkins  as  Pastor,  since  which  the  society  has  en- 
joyed uninterrupted  prosperity. 

A Congregational  Church  was  organized  on  the 
13th  of  August,  1872,  with  twenty  members.  A 
house  of  worship  was  built  and  donated  to  the 
church  by  J.  Gregory  Smith,  whose  wife  also  pre- 
sented the  society  with  an  organ.  The  church  was 
dedicated  on  the  22d  of  January,  1873,  and  Rev. 
Samuel  Ingham  became  their  first  pastor.  His 
successors  have  been  Revs.  E.  S.  Williams,  — 
Cadwallader,  C.  C.  Saltej,  C.  A.  Conant,  Adam 
Simpson,  and  the  present  minister,  Rev.  It.  A. 
Beard,  ivho  assumed  charge  in  September,  1879. 
The  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  7th  of 
January,  1881,  and  a new  one  is  in  course  of  erec- 
tion. The  present  membership  is  seventy-five. 

The  Catholics  also  have  a small  church  edifice, 
and  the  society,  which  is  not  numerous,  is  supplied 
by  the  priest  located  at  Little  Falls. 

SOCIETIES. 

Masonic. — Aurora  Lodge  No.  100,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.  was  organized  January  15th,  1879,  with  the 
following  officers:  C.  P.  Thayer,  W.  M.;  C.  D. 
Wiley,  S.  W.;  B.  L.  Perry,  J.  W. : F.  11.  Harvey, 
Sec.;  H.  G.  Coykendall,  Treas.;  George  Dow,  S. 
D.;  M.  C.  Kellog,  J.  D.;  and  G.  Gage,  Tyler. 
The  present  membership  is  thirty-nine. 

Odd  Fellows. — Wildey  Lodge  No.  37,  I.  O. 
of  O.  F.,  was  organized  December  5th,  1872,  with 
the  following  official  roster:  1’.  H.  Trudell,  N.  G.; 
W.  M.  Falconer,  V.  G. ; J.  C.  Waller,  Sec.;  and 
William  Aylmer,  Treas.  It  has  enjoyed  a pros 
porous  career,  and  now  numbers  sixty-two  mem- 
bers. 

Bushworth  Encampment  No.  19,  I.  t).  of  0. 11'., 
was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1879.  The  charter 
officers  were:  E.  R.  French,  C.  lt.jW.W.  Hart- 
ley, H.  P. ; II.  H.  Scobie,  S.  W. ; A.  Mahlum,  S. ; 
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Thomas  Bason,  T. ; P.  M.  Lagerquist,  J.  W. ; E. 
P.  McKee,  O.  S.  S, ; N.  Hiller,  I.  S.  S.;  and  James 
Dewar,  G. 

Brainord  Lodge  No.  47,  A.  O.  of  U.  W.  was  or- 
ganized February  l llli,  1H7H,  and  flic  following 
were  I lie  first  ollieors  of  the  lodge:  W.  W.  Hartley, 
P.  M.  W. ; 4.  0.  Congdon,  N.  W. ; Janies  Dewar, 
Treas.;  II.  A.  Campbell,  Sec.;  W.  A.  Smith,  11. ; 
and  T.  P.  Cantwell,  F. 

Brainerd  Division  No.  144,  Brotherhood  of  Lo- 
comotive Engineers  was  organized  in  1873,  with 
ten  members.  The  object  of  the  order  is  the  ben- 
efit of  engineers  and  their  families,  either  in  sick- 
ness or  want,  and  has  an  insurance  department 
sinTilar  to  that  of  other  orders.  Its  first  officers 
were:  P.  II.  Carney,  Chief  Engineer;  James  Pe- 
tergin,  First  Assistant.  The  present  membership 
is  forty. 

Pine  City  Lodge  No.  81,  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Firemen,  was  organized  August  17th,  1881. 
Its  object  and  management  is  similar  to  that  last 
mentioned.  Its  official  roster  is  as  follows:  F.  D. 
Millspaugh,  Master;  J.  Collins,  Treas.  and  Sec.; 
L.  II.  Smith,  Fin.  Sec.:  and  F.  D.  Millspaugh, 
Managing  Agent.  The  society  now  numbers  six- 
teen. 

William  Tell  Lodge  No.  15,  Herman’s  Sons,  was 
organized  April  1st,  1880.  The  first  officers  were: 
Adolph  Schultz,  Pres.;  Adam  Bellmuth,  Vice  Pres.; 
E.  P.  Gassman,  Ex'- Pres. ; Peter  Ort,  Sec.;  and 
Henry  Gunther,  Treas.  The  present  membership 
is  twenty-one. 

A Good  Templars  Lodge  was  organized  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1873,  with  J.  S.  Campbell,  W.  C.  T.;  Mrs. 
D.  O.  Preston,  W.  V.  T. ; D.  O.  Preston,  B.  S.;  H. 
J.  Humphry,  F.  S.;  Mrs.  J.  S.  Campbell,  Treas,; 
S.  II.  Thorn,  Marshal;  and  Bev.  D.  Williams, 
Chaplain.  Sixteen  charter  members  were  enrolled, 
and  for  a time  the  lodge  enjoyed  a fair  degree  of 
prosperity,  then  ceased  to  exist. 

In  October,  1881,  a new  lodge  was  organized, 
and  the  first  five  officers,  in  the  order  just  named, 
are:  A.  E.  Loesy,  Mrs.  Thomas  Watts,  A.  S.  Bab- 
cock, Mrs.  Fessenden,  and  Thomas  Watts.  The 
Chaplain  is  Bev.  J.  Williams. 

Noktheun  Pacific  Railroad. — Without  in  the 
least  detracting  from  the  credit  due  the  citizens  of 
Brainerd,  whose  several  enterprises  have  already 
been  mentioned,  it  is  but  just  to  state  that  this, 
as  well  as  other  flourishing  towns  ulong  this  line 
of  road,  owes  its  existence,  and  its  chief  develop- 


ment to  the  Railroad  Company,  of  which  a brief 
history  is  here  given. 

Decades  have  elapsed  since  the  grand  scheme  of 
connecting  the  great  Lakes  with  the  Pacific  ocean 
by  rail  first  attracted  public  notice,  anil  while  the 
project  was  yet  in  embryo,  Mr.  Perliam,  an  enthu- 
siast and  a dreamer,  with  a horde  of  kindred  spirits, 
thought  to  grapple  with  this  great  project  wit  hout 
the  aid  of  either  capital,  influence,  or  experience. 
They  believed  it  an  easy  matter  to  find  a million 
of  men  who  would  each  take  a share,  of  one  hun- 
dred dollars,  and  thus  a hundred  million  dollars 
be  obtained  with  which  to  build  and  equip  the 
road.  But  they  were  not  found,  and  so  this  air 
castle  crumbled  and  perished.  Mr.  Perliam  died 
long  ago,  and  is  only  remembered  as  the  origina- 
tor of  this  fruitless  project. 

The  next  were  men  of  different  mold,  and,  ap- 
preciating the  great  task  to  be  accomplished, 
sought  aid  in  the  shape  of  Government  bonds,  and 
a bill  granting  the  required  aid  passed  one  house 
in  Congress,  and  barely  failed  in  the  other;  but  it 
was  no  less  a failure,  and  so  this  second  association 
passed  from  the  stage,  and  were  forgotten.  At 
last  there  came  men  of  character — mek  of  experi- 
ence, who  unitedly  determined  upon  pushing  the 
enterprise  to  successful  completion.  Among  these 
were,  J.  Edgar  Thompson,  President  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad;  Thomas  A.  Scott,  its  Vice  Pres- 
ident; William  B.  Ogden,  President  of  the  Chicago 
and  Northwestern  railroad;  J.  Gregory  Smith, 
President  of  the  Vermont  Central  system;  B.  P. 
Cheney,  of  Boston;  George  W.  Cass,  President  of 
the  Pittsburg  and  Fort  Wayne  railroad;  with  the 
leading  men  in  the  great  house  of  Wells,  Fargo, 
& Co.  Through  their  efforts  the  banking  house  of 
Jay  Cooke  & Co.,  were  induced  to  lend  their  aid; 
and  so  at  last  the  work  began. 

The  act  of  incorporation  was  approved  July  2d, 
1864.  It  named  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  in- 
corporators, among  whom  were  General  U.  S. 
Grant,  Alexander  Mitchell,  of  Wisconsin,  and  in 
this  State,  Hon.  II.  M.  Bice,  Cyrus  Aldrich,  11.  C. 
Waite,  and  others.  In  1867,  the  first  survey  was 
made  under  direction  of  Edmund  I'.  Johnson, 
Chief  Engineer,  and  under  the  personal  supervi- 
sion of  General  Ira  Spaulding,  one  line  being  run 
from  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  to  Fort  Aber- 
crombie, and  one  from  Bayfield,  Wisconsin,  to  St. 
Cloud,  and  thence  up  the  valley  of  the  Sauk  river. 
Still  the  work  lagged,  and  it  was  not  until  Janu 
ary,  1870,  when  Jay  Cooke  came  to  the  front  and 
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raised  $5,000,000,  that  the  long  delayed  start  was 
made.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  fol- 
lowing, the  first  dirt  was  moved  at  the  Northern 
Pacific  Junction  near  Duluth,  and  within  a year 
the  track  was  pushed  forward  to  Brainerd,  and, 
scarcely  halting,  reached  westward,  until  in  1873, 
trains  were  running  to  Bismarck  on  the  Missouri 
river,  covering  a distance  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  besides  one  hundred  on  the  Pacific 
side.  But  the  enormous  expense  incurred,  and 
the  meager  returns,  proved  too  much  to  overcome, 
and  in  September  there  came  a general  crash, 
plunging  the  Company  into  hopeless  bankruptcy. 
In  the  spring  of  1875,  foreclosure  was  resorted  to 
as  the  oidy  means  of  relief,  and  in  five  months  the 
property  was  sold  under  a plan  of  re-organization 
provided  for  in  the  decree  of  foreclosure. 

It  is  proper  here  to  state  some  of  the  obstacles 
which  not  only  impeded  the  Company’s  progress, 
but  contributed  to  the  unhappy  condition  of  af- 
fairs mentioned.  First,  the  proposition  at  the  out- 
set, was  one  of  the  most  gigantic  in  the  history 
of  the  Nation,  tire  proposed  road  with  its  main 
line,  and  branch  over  the  Cascade  range,  covering 
a distance  of  three  thousand  three  hundred  miles, 
eighteen  hundred  of  which  was  to  run  through  a 
region  unredeemed  from  the  barbarity  of  the  Sav- 
age, and  only  policed  and  garrisoned  by  a limited 
number  of  United  States  troops.  Added  to  this 
was  the  prejudice  existing  against  the  region  to 
be  traversed.  Early  geographers  marked  in  this 
area  the  “Great  American  Desert;”  General  Sully 
had  written  disparagingly  of  the  Bad  Lands, 
which  he  described  as  “ an  imaginary  hell  with 
the  fires  put  out;”  General  Stanley  pronounced  the 
region  only  fit  for  Indians  and  mules;  to  which 
General  llnzen  added,  that  land  west  of  the  one 
hundredth  meridian  was  wholly  unproductive,  and 
that  the  whole  Northern  Pacific  belt  was  a swindle. 
J.  Proctor  Knott  added  the  crowning  effort  in  this 
series  of  fallacies,  in  his  Duluth  speech  in  187(1, 
in  which,  however,  the  picture  was  so  overwrought 
that  its  ultimate  effect  was  beneficial  to  the  Com- 
pany. 

Time  has  banished  the  errors  of  earlier  days, 
and  the  public  have  learned  that  the  route  trav- 
versed  by  this  road  is  one  rarely  equaled  in  fertil- 
ity, and  offers  many  superior  inducements  to 
settlers. 

The  land  grant  of  the  company,  in  Minnesota, 
embraces  a tract  extending  twenty  miles  on  either 
side  of  the  line,  with  an  additional  twenty  in 


which  to  supply  the  deficiency  caused  by  previ- 
ous sales  within  the  first  named  limit;  and  through 
the  Territories  west,  the  regular  limit  is  forty 
miles  on  either  side,  with  an  additional  ten  to  supply 
deficiencies.  Thousands  of  settlers  have  already 
found  homes  along  this  route,  and  about  fifty  per 
cent,  is  annually  added  to  the  cultivated  area. 

At  all  principal  points  on  the  line  are  large  ele- 
vators, and  at  Duluth  a monster  receptacle 
has  been  built  by  the  Lake  Superior  Elevator 
Company,  with  a capacity  of  one  million  bushels, 
and  another  of  like  dimensions  is  now  being  built. 

Since  January,  1880,  the  company  has  main- 
maintained  an  Express  company  of  its  own,  the 
net  earnings  of  which  for  the  year  ending  June 
30th,  1881,  was  $51,579.92.  The  company  also 
owns  the  sleeping  cars  in  use  on  its  several  lines, 
on  which  the  net  earnings  for  the  last  fiscal  year 
were  $15,976.86. 

The  equipment,  as  shown  by  the  last  annual  re- 
port, was  one  hundred  and  four  locomotives,  six- 
ty-eight passenger,  sleeping,  mail,  and  baggage 
cars;  and  of  freight,  including  cabooses,  boarding 
and  mess  cars,  three  thousand  and  twenty-one. 
Eighty-seven  more  locomotives  are  already  con- 
tracted for,  and  large  additions  are  being  made  to 
the  rolling  stock,  to  meet  the  increasing  demand 
in  freight  and  passenger  traffic. 

About  one-half  the  main  line  is  now  built  and 
in  operation,  making,  with  branch  and  rented 
lines,  a total  of  one  thousand  and  sixty-live  miles 
in  use  at  the  date  mentioned. 

In  1876,  for  the  first  time  in  the  Company’s  his- 
tory, the  earnings  were  in  excess  of  the  expendi- 
tures. Its  last  report  gives  the  gross  earnings  at 
$1,198,965.71,  leav  ing  a balance  over  all  expenses, 
of  $969,129.19.  The  Presidents  of  the  Bail  road 
have  been  J.  Gregory  Smith,  George  W.  Cass, 
Charles  B.  Wright,  Frederick  Billings,  and  the 
present  official,  H.  Villard.  Other  officers  at  pres- 
ent are:  Vice-President,  Thomas  F.  Oakes;  Sec- 

retary, Samuel  Wilkinson;  General  Counsel, 
George  Gray;  Engineer  in  Chief,  Adna  Anderson; 
Treasurer,  It.  Lenox  Helknap;  General  Auditor, 
,1.  A.  Barker;  General  Manager  Eastern  Division, 
Herman  Haupt;  General  Superintendent  Western 
Division,  J.  W.  Sprague. 

The  headquarters  of  the  company  are  at  Braiu- 
erd,  this  point  having  been  selected,  and  work 
begun  upon  the  arrival  of  the  road  in  1871.  The 
first  train,  a special,  reached  here  March  11th 
1871,  in  charge  of  Conductor  William  1’.  Spal- 
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ding,  who  also  brought  the  first  regular  passenger 
train  through  in  September  following,  and  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1877,  Mr.  Spalding  brought 
the  first  passenger  train  from  St.  Paul,  by  way  of 
Sauk  Rapids. 

The  local  offices  here  are  in  an  elegant  building 
latter  being  a resident  partner,  and  the  former  in 
costing  $36,000,  near  which  is  the  Headquarters 
Hotel,  also  owned  by  the  company.  All  the  local 
offices  are  here  except  those  of  the  General  Man- 
ager, Superintendent  of  Transportation,  General 
Passenger,  and  Freight,  Treasurer,  Auditor, 
Superintendent  of  Express,  Superintendent  of 
Telegraph,  Attorney,  and  Land  Office.  A new 
building  is  in  process  of  construction  at  the  corner 
of  Broadway  and  Fourth  street,  St.  Paul,  which, 
when  completed,  will  be  the  best  constructed 
building  in  the  city,  if  not  in  the  Northwest.  Its 
walls  rest  upon  piles,  covered  by  flag-stone,  above 
which  is  concrete,  and  its  basement  is  of  St.  Paul 
and  Kasota  limestone,  the  whole  to  be  surmounted 
with  brick  walls,  the  face  brick  shipped  from 
Glen’s  Falls,  New  York.  The  building  is  152x62 
feet,  and  of  faultless  design.  The  main  shops  are 
at  Brainerd,  whore  over  five  hundred  men  are  con- 
stantly employed,  and  about  twelve  hundred  will 
be  required  the  coming  year.  The  shops  now  in  use 
cover  an  aggregate  of  over  forty-seven  thousand 
square  feet,  and  new  buildings  soon  to  be  completed, 
willadd  over  one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand,  be- 
side their  new  round-house,  three  hundred  and  six 
teen  feet  in  diameter,  with  stalLs  for  forty-four  en- 
gines. All  the  new  buildings  have  stone  founda- 
tions, heavy  brick  walls,  and  iron  roofs  covered 
with  slate.  Bepair  shops  are  also  maintained  at 
other  points,  although  this  is  the  headquarters  for 
all  the  mechanical  departments. 

lllOmiAlUIlCAL. 

Isaac  W.  Adams  is  a native  of  England,  born 
on  the  19th  of  August,  1859.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  1870,  and  for  four  years  was  employed  at 
cabinet  making  in  Duluth.  Then  came  to  Brain- 
erd and  worked  in  the  paint  shop  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Bailroad  Company  till  April,  1881,  when 
in  company  with  Mr.  Congdon,  ho  commenced  the 
business  of  house,  sign,  and  ornamental  painting. 

Allen  Awnur, hy,  a native  of  New  Brunswick, 
was  born  in  1818.  In  1871,  he  came  to  Brainerd, 
remained  a year  and  returned  to  his  native  place, 
where  for  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  lumbering.  Then  went  to  Pennsylvania  for  a 


year,  and  in  April,  1878,  came  again  to  this  place, 
and  carries  on  a boarding  stable,  which  is  con- 
nected with  the  Leland  House.  He  also  owns  a 
half  interest  in  a livery  and  side  stable,  which  was 
started  a few  months  ago,  his  partner  being  ( leorge 
H.  Stratton. 

Rev.  R.  A.  Beard  is  a native  of  Union  coun- 
ty, Ohio,  born  in  1851.  lie  attended  a high 
school,  and  partly  completed  a collegiate  course, 
after  which  he  studied  law,  and  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  on  his  twenty-first  birthday.  He  prac- 
ticed his  profession  two  years  in  Ashley,  Ohio,  and 
three  years  in  Columbus.  He  finally  decided  to 
enter  the  ministry,  and  in  September,  187G,  began 
a course  at  Oberlin  Theological  Seminary,  gradu- 
ating and  receiving  the  degree  of  B.  1).,  in  June, 
1879.  Took  charge  of  the  church  in  this  pla 
which  was  his  first  pastorate. 

Wallace  Beane  was  born  in  England  in  1832. 
He  came  to  America  in  1810,  and  lived  on  farms 
in  different  parts  of  the  state  of  Illinois  for  ten 
years.  Then  came  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  en- 
gaged in  hauling  merchandise  from  that  city  to 
the  frontier.  In  185G,  he  went  to  the  Chippewa 
agency,  remained  four  years  and  came  to  Crow 
Wing,  where  he  pre-empted  land  on  which  he  lived 
till  1870.  In  the  latter  year  he  came  to  Brainerd, 
taking  a homestead  about  a mile  and  a half  south- 
west of  the  village.  Mr.  Beane  was  a member  of 
the  board  of  County  Commissioners  at  the  time  the 
county  seat  was  changed  from  Crow  Wing  to 
Brainerd. 

T.  C.  Bivins,  a native  of  Erie  county,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  1st  of  September,  1832. 
His  family  moved  to  Ohio  when  lie  was  young, 
but  he  remained  in  his  native  place  till  1851. 
Then  came  to  Minnesota  and  engaged  in  driving 
stage  and  carrying  the  mail  from  St.  Paul  to  Man- 
kato. After  spending  two  years  in  the  latter  occu- 
pation, and  three  in  farming,  he  removed  to  Hough- 
ton, Michigan,  and  worked  in  the  copper  mines  of 
that  place  ten  years.  Then  returned  to  Mankato, 
and  a year  later,  went  to  Duluth,  where  he  was 
employed  by  the  railroad  company  in  hauling  sup- 
plies. In  March,  1881,  he  came  to  Brainerd  in  the 
employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
and  is  at  present  timber  inspector  for  that  corpora- 
tion. 

James  Bain,  a native  of  Scotland,  was  born  in 
1832.  Ho  came  to  America  in  1871,  resided  one 
year  in  Duluth  engaged  at  his  trade,  (shocmak- 
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ing)  and  tlien  came  to  Brainerd,  starting  a shop 
which  lie  still  carries  on. 

Lewis  I.  Bakek,  present  Agent  and  Postmaster 
at  Port  Ripley  Station,  was  born  in  Canada  on  the 
7th  of  July,  1842.  When  ho  was  an  infant,  the  fam- 
ily moved,  and  at  his  earliest  recollection,  were  liv- 
ing at  Detroit,  Michigan.  After  living  there  and  in 
Wisconsin  for  a time,  they  returned  to  Canada  in 
1854,  and  two  years  later,  came  to  Minnesota; 
thence  to  Kentucky,  Indiana,  and  Ohio,  where  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1862,  in  Company 
K,  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  Cavalry.  At  the  battle  of 
Waynesboro,  Louisiana,  in  May,  1865,  he  was 
wounded,  a ball  passing  through  the  windpipe, 
after  which  he  was  discharged.  In  1868,  he  came 
again  to  Minnesota,  and  took  charge  of  the  rail- 
way station  at  Minneapolis  Junction,  having  full 
charge  of  the  business  of  three  different  organiza- 
tions till  December,  1880.  Then  came  to  this  sta- 
tion, where  he  also  has  charge  of  a-grain  house  and 
buys  grain  for  II.  A.  Sawyer.  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  Vail,  on  the 
17th  of  December,  1871,  the  ceremony  taking 
place  at  St.  Anthony.  They  have  had  five  chil- 
dren; two  died  in  infancy,  and  three  are  living. 

Thomas  R.  Congdon  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
October,  1859,  at  Addison,  New  York.  Sineo  1875, 
ho  has  been  a resident  of  Brainerd,  being  em- 
ployed the  lirst  four  years  in  the  paint  shop  of 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  Has 
since  been  in  the  business  with  Mr.  Adams,  the 
firm  name  being  Congdon  & Adams. 

Joseph  Ii.  Cavanagh,  a native  of  England,  was 
born  in  1857.  In  1869,  he  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  where  he  was  in 
the  employ  of  the  Iowa  Central  Railroad  Com- 
pany; remained  in  their  employ  till  May,  1881, 
being  for  ten  years  ear  accountant.  At  the  lat- 
ter date  lie  came  to  Brainerd  and  took  the  posi- 
tion of  clerk  in  the  car  accountant  department, 
which  position  he  now  holds. 

John  C.  Congdon,  master  painter  of  the  North- 
ern Pacilic  Railroad  Company,  is  a native  of  Nel- 
son, Tioga  county,  Pennsylvania,  bom  on  the  4tli 
of  December,  1842.  He  learned  his  trade  in'  his 
native  town,  alter  which  he  moved  to  Illinois,  re- 
mained a year,  and  then  went  to  Wisconsin  for 
two  years,  still  working  at  his  trade.  After  an 
engagement  of  two  years  with  the  Chicago,  Mil- 
waukee and  »St.  Paul  Railroad  Company,  he  ac- 
cepted his  present  employment,  remained  two 
years  in  St.  Paul,  and  came  to  Brainerd  in  1872. 


Noble  H.  Congee  was  born  on  the  13th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1843,  in  St.  Laurence  county,  New  York. 
He  received  his  education  at  the  Lawrencevillo 
Academy,  and  in  1870,  commenced  the  practice  of 
dentistry  in  Malone,  New  York.  Two  years  later 
he  removed  to  Iowa,  whore  he  was  engaged  at  his 
profession  four  years,  then  for  the  same  length  of 
time  in  the  United  States  army.  In  1880,  Mr. 
Conger  came  to  Brainerd,  opened  a dentist  office, 
and  also  owns  a photograph  gallery,  which  is  in 
charge  of  Mr.  McCall. 

Miss  Mattie  Caley  has  conducted  the  restaur- 
ant, confectionery,  and  fruit  business  since  1879. 
The  business  was  established  by  Mrs.  C.  J.  Birch, 
in  1878,  who  sold  the  following  year  to  the  present 
owner. 

Cheistopiiee  M.  Child  was  born  in  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1846.  In  1871,  he  re- 
moved to  Michigan,  and  was  employed  in  a ma- 
chine shop  till  coming  to  Brainerd,  in  1876.  Since 
his  residence  here,  he  was  employed  two  years  as 
fireman,  and  six  months  as  engineer  on  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad.  Then,  on  account  of  poor 
health,  he  was  compelled  to  leave  the  engine,  and 
is  now  night  fireman  in  the  round  house  at  this 
place. 

Julius  D.  Cheney,  a native  of  Illinois,  was 
born  in  1842.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  years,  removed  to  Quincy, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  in  a drug  store. 
In  1866,  came  to  Hastings,  Minnesota,  and  started 
in  business  for  himself;  sold  out  after  a short  time, 
and  for  three  years  resided  on  a farm.  Then,  after 
living  on  a farm  in  Stearns  county  for  a time,  he 
again  started  in  the  drug  business,  to  which  he 
has  since  devoted  his  time.  In  1876,  he  moved  to 
Sauk  Rapids,  and  in  March,  1881,  to  Brainerd, 
whore  he  keeps  a drug  and  notion  store. 

John  B.  Conant  was  born  in  1827,  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  He  was  a resident  of  Iowa  from 
1855  till  coming  to  Brainerd  in  1870,  excepting 
three  years  service  in  the  war.  Mr.  Conant  owns 
a farm  about  two  miles  from  Brainerd,  which  he  is 
improving,  but  resides  hi  the  village.  He  has 
held  several  town  offices  since  his  resilience  here; 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  an  early  day,  and  is 
at  present  Court  Commissioner. 

Mas.  Saeaii  Chapman  came  to  Brainerd  in  1872 
erected  the  house  which  she  named  the.  Merchants 
Hotel,  and  has  since  conducted  it.  It  is  a two  and 
a half  story  frame  building,  containing  fifteen 
rooms. 
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Thomas  J.  De  La  Mere  was  born  in  New  York 
City,  in  1848.  Prom  boyhood,  he  has  been  in  the 
railroad  business,  and  since  1873,  with  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  is  at  present 
their  ear  accountant. 

Walter  Davis,  foreman  of  the  car  shops  at 
Brainerd,  is  of  English  birth,  his  nativity  dating 
in  1841.  He  learned  the  ship-joiner’s  trade  in  his 
native  country,  and  came  to  America  in  1869. 
Came  to  Minnesota  and  resided  on  a farm  in  Jackson 
county,  (ill  1871,  then  was  employed  in  car  shops 
at  Duluth  a few  months  and  returned  to  his  farm. 
In  Ihe  spring  of  1873,  he  went  to  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Junction,  and  the  following  August,  came  to 
Brainerd.  Was  for  three  years  employed  as  jour- 
neyman in  the  car  shops,  since  which  time  he  has 
held  his  present  position. 

Paul  D.  Davenport  is  a native  of  Cambridge, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  born  in  1821.  He 
was  reared  on  a farm,  remaining  in  his  native 
State  till  185(3.  Then  came  to  Sauk  Rapids,  Min- 
nesota, and  took  a homestead  in  Maple  Grove,  but 
lived  in  the  former  place.  In  1858,  he  sold  his 
farm  and  settled  in  Le  Sauk,  where  he  lived  till 
1870,  when  he,  with  his  son  Levi,  started  for 
Brainerd.  They  engaged  in  the  freighting  busi- 
ness from  Sauk  Rapids  to  Brainerd,  sometimes 
employing  as  many  as  fourteen  teams  on  the  road. 
In  the  spring  of  1871,  they  started  in  the  grocery 
business,  since  which  time  they  have  twice  been 
burned  out,  but  are  now  doing  a good  business. 
Levi  D.  Davenport,  his  son,  was  born  in  1857,  in 
New  York.  He  has  always  been  with  his  father, 
and  for  several  years  past,  associated  with  him  in 
business. 

Barnard  A.  Buefra  is  a native  of  Norway,  and 
was  born  in  1843.  He  came  to  America  in  18(5(3, 
resided  one  year  in  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Mar- 
seilles, Illinois,  fill  1870.  Then,  for  ten  years,  he 
was  employed  at  the  painter’s  trade  in  Chicago.  In 
1880,  he  came  to  Brainerd  and  formed  a partner- 
ship with  Mr.  Fredrickson  in  the  painting  busi- 
ness. 

John  A.  Davis  is  a son  of  Andrew  S.  Davis, 
who  came  to  St.  Anthony,  Minnesota,  in  184if, 
and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  Our  subject 
was  born  on  the  19th  of  March,  1842,  in  Maine. 
In  1801,  he  enlisted  in  the  army,  served  three  and 
a half  years,  and  on  his  return,  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  in  company  with  his  father,  con- 
tinuing until  1880.  Tu  1871,  they  iverc  appointed 
by  the  Government  to  look  after  the  pine  interests 


and  tresspassers  on  the  Government  lands  in  this 
locality,  which  position  they  held  five  years.  In 
April,  1880,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to 
Brainerd,  and  in  company  with  Farnham  & Love- 
joy,  purchased  the  lumber  mills  which  they  still 
own  and  operate;  the  firm  name  being  J.  A.  Davis 
& Co. 

William  L.  Pratcher  was  bom  on  the  24th  of 
February,  1857,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  He 
Avas  employed  as  clerk  in  the  boot  and  shoe  store 
of  his  father  until  about  tAventy  years  of  age. 
Then  came  to  Brainerd,  and  has  since  held  the 
position  of  clerk  in  the  roadmaster’s  department 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 

Andrf.av  Fredrickson  Avas  born  in  1845,  in 
Norway.  He  came  to  America  in  1866,  and  avrs, 
for  a feAv  months,  engaged  at  his  trade  in  Gales- 
burg, Illinois.  After  a residence  of  tAvelve  years 
in  Chicago,  he  came  to  Brainerd,  in  June,  1879, 
and  the  following  year,  the  company  of  Fredrick- 
son and  Duffra  Avas  formed.  They  do  a large 
business  in  house,  sign,  carriage,  and  ornamental 
painting. 

Milo  D.  Ford  is  a native  of  Berkshire  county, 
Massachusetts,  born  in  the  year  1834.  In  1858, 
he  came  to  Alma,  Buffalo  county,  Wisconsin, 
Avliere  he  carried  on  a farm  for  eight  years.  Then, 
after  engaging  at  the  carpenter  trade  three  years 
in  Wabasha,  and  the  same  length  of  time  at 
Greenfield,  he  came  to  Brainerd,  in  1874.  The 
first  two  years  heAvas  employed  on  bridge  Avorlc  for 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  then  in 
the  shops  of  the  car  department  till  the  spring  of 
1879,  since  Avhicli  time  he  has  had  charge  of  the 
wood  department  in  the  engine  shop. 

Geo  rue  Forsyth  is  a native  of  England,  born 
in  the  year  1842.  When  twelve  years  of  age,  he 
came  to  Canada,  learned  the  machinist’s  trade  at 
Hamilton,  and  in  1865,  removed  to  Syracuse,  New 
York.  Brainerd  has  claimed  him  for  a resident 
since  1876,  he  being  employed  in  the  machine 
shops  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 
In  July,  1881,  he  accepted  the  position  of  fore- 
man of  tools  and  machinery,  in  the  same  shops. 

Gilbert  T.  Fenno  Avas  born  in  the  toAvn  of 
Dix,  Schuyler  county,  Ncav  York,  in  1850.  He 
Avas  reared  on  a farm,  but  Avhen  young,  com- 
menced clerking  in  mercantile  establishments.  In 
1871,  Mr.  Fenno  entered  the  employ  of  the  United 
States  Express  company, first  as  clerk, and  afterward 
as  route  agent,  remaining  Avith  them  for  three  and  a 
half  years.  He  came  to  Brainerd  in  1879,  and 
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was  engaged  by  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany an  clerk  in  the  freight  department,  and  wince 
June,  1881,  has  also  been  cashier. 

Andrew  P.  Farrar  was  born  in  Meredith,  New 
Hampshire,  in  1827.  He  learned  the  machinist 
trade  at  the  Amoskeag  Locomotive  Works,  at  Man- 
chester, remaining  with  the  Company  eleven  years. 
In  1857,  he  removed  to  Detroit,  Michigan,  and 
was  engaged  as  general  foreman  of  locomotives  for 
a year;  thence  to  Milwaukee  in  the  same  position 
on  the  Milwaukee  and  Prairie  du  Chien  railroad. 
In  18(52,  ho  entered  the  employ  of  the  Galena  and 
Chicago  Union,  and  two  years  later,  the  Michigan 
Central  Company,  as  master  mechanic.  In  1872, 
at  the  death  of  A.  S.  Sweet,  Mr.  Farrar  was  ap- 
pointed Superintendent  of  the  motive  pov'er  at 
Michigan  City,  filling  the  position  till  June,  1875. 
Then,  after  completing  an  engagement  with  the 
Rockford,  Rock  Island  and  St.  Louis  Railroad 
Company,  lie  came  to  Brainerd  in  December,  1877, 
and  is  superintendent  of  the  machine  shops  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  at  this  place. 

Harmon  D.  Follett  is  a native  of  Bellevue,  Ohio, 
born  on  the  17th  of  March,  1838.  He  graduated 
at  the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  in  18G2, 
and  from  the  law  department  of  the  same  institu- 
tion, in  18GG.  Then  removed  to  La  Salle,  Illinois, 
and  practiced  his  profession  six  years,  when,  on 
account  of  poor  health,  he  was  obliged  to  give  up 
business  for  a time.  After  returning  to  Ann  Arbor 
and  residing  three  years,  Mr.  Follett  came  to  Brain- 
erd, in  1872,  and  for  four  years  carried  on  a dairy. 
In  the  spring  of  188(1,  lie  was  appointed  store- 
keeper for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company . 
I las  been  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  past  four  years, 
and  filled  various  town  offices  since  his  residence 
here. 

William  Fkrius,  a native  of  New  York,  came 
to  Brainerd  in  1872,  as  agent  for  the  United  States 
Express  Company.  Was  with  the  company  till 
January,  1880,  when  the  business  went  into  the 
hands  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Express  Company, 
and  our  subject  started  the  Bank  of  Brainerd, 
which  is  about  to  become  a National  Bank,  with 
Mr.  Ferris  as  President. 

Ed.  R.  French  is  the  eldest  son  of  A.  R. 
French,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
on  the  25th  of  November,  1802.  He  came  to  Min- 
nesota in  1831,  and  was  a soldier  in  the  Regular 
Army,  stationed  at  Fort  Snelling.  In  183G,  he 
married  Mary  Ann  Henry,  a direct  descendant  of 
Cat  rick  Henry,  and  was  soon  alter  ordered  away 


on  duty.  His  wife  returned  to  her  home  in  Ohio, 
where  our  subject  was  born  on  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1838.  In  June,  1842,  she,  with  her  son  re- 
turned to  her  husband  at  Fort  Snelling.  The 
father  remained  in  service  till  1848,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  farming,  between  St.  Paul  and  the  Fort, 
till  the  spring  of  1849;  then  lived  in  St.  Paul  till 
1853.  In  the  latter  year,  he  removed  to  Dakota 
county,  of  which  he  was  the  first  Sheriff. 
He  served  in  the  civil  war,  as  did  also  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  In  1867,  Mr.  French,  Sen.  re- 
ceived an  appointment  in  the  Auditor’s  depart- 
ment at  Washington,  1).  C.,  which  position  he 
still  fills.  Ed.  R.,  has  spent  his  life  in  Minnesota, 
and  since  1872,  been  a resident  of  Brainerd.  Has 
since  kept  a house  of  public  entertainment,  and  is 
at  present  proprietor  of  the  new  “Le  Bon  Ton.” 
He  is  a member  of  the  board  of  County  Com- 
missioners. 

John  Gorst  was  born  in  St.  JolinH,  New  Bruns- 
wick, on  the  22d  of  February,  1838.  After  be- 
coming a man,  he  engaged  in  farming  and  lum- 
bering in  his  native  place  till  1855,  when  he  came 
to  Minnesota  and  located  on  a farm  in  Bellevue 
township.  In  1858,  he  returned  to  the  East,  as 
far  ns  Maine,  where  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Maine  Volunteer  Infantry.  Served 
as  Color-Sergeant,  and  at  the  battle  of  Pleasant 
Hill,  Louisiana,  won  a recommendation  from  the 
commanding  officer  for  meritorious  conduct.  In 
January,  18G5,  he  was  discharged,  and  the  follow- 
ing fall  returned  to  Minnesota  and  located  on  a 
farm  in  Belle  Prairie,  but  devoted  most  of  his 
time  to  lumbering.  In  October,  1880,  lie  came 
to  Ids  present  location,  Gorst’s  Mill,  and  began 
the  manufacture  of  lumber.  Miss  Lorinda  M. 
Coe,  daughter  of  Rev.  O.  A.  Coe,  who  was  formerly 
a missionary  at  Red  Lake,  and  now  residing  at  Belle 
Prairie,  became  his  wife  on  the  25th  of  August, 
18G4.  The  ceremony  occurred  at  Oberliu,  Ohio, 
during  Mr.  Gorst’s  army  life,  while  absent  from 
his  regiment  on  furlough.  The  union  has  been 
blessed  with  six  children. 

John  Gibb  is  a native  of  Scotland,  born  in  the 
year  1837.  He  came  to  America  in  18G7,  and 
located  at  Syracuse,  New  York,  where  lie  was  em- 
ployed in  the  railroad  shops  ten  years.  Since 
1877,  he  has  filled  the  position  of  foreman  of  the 
boiler  shops  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Brainerd. 

Henry  G.  Gross,  a son  of  Henry  Gross,  who 
for  many  years  has  been  a merchant  at  Red  Wing 
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wits  born  in  Goodhue  county,  in  thin  State,  and 
camo  to  Brainerd  in  1880.  Until  August,  1881, 
in'  wan  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Schwartz;  then,  in 
company  with  liin  father,  bought  out  the  estab- 
lishment, which  they  conduct  under  the  linn 
name ol  11.  (Irons  & Son.  The  son  attendn  to  this 
business  while  the  father  is  still  in  Red  AVing. 
The  stock  in  tin's  place  amounts  to  about  $10,000, 
carrying  a line  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  etc. 

B.  F.  Hartley  is  a native  of  York  county,  New 
Brunswick,  born  on  the  11th  of  April,  1850.  He 
has  been  a resident  of  Brainerd  since  the  fall  of 
1871,  spending  the  first  two  years  as  chief  clerk 
in  the  mercantile  establishment  of  H.  A.  Hills  & 
Go.  Then,  in  company  with  Major  James  AVliite- 
head,  took  the  contract  for  surveying  the  Leech 
Lake  and  AVhite  Oak  Point  Indian  Reservations.  In 
the  spring  of  1875,  our  subject  entered  into  a con- 
tract with  the  Post-ofiice  department  to  carry  the 
mail  from  this  place  to  Leech  Lake,  Avhich  duty  he 
faithfully  performed  five  years,  establishing  a 
stage  line,  and  putting  the  first  Concord  coach 
on  the  road.  In  the  fall  of  1875,  he  was 
elected  Probate  Judge  of  Cass  county,  and  for 
the  past  five  years,  has  been  extensively  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business,  and  has  sold  over  half  a 
million  dollars  worth  of  general  merchandise  in 
three  years.  Mr.  Hartley  built  the  first  Brick 
building  in  Brainerd,  it  being  known  as  the  Hart- 
ley Block. 

Joseph  AV.  Hicks  was  bom  in  Xenia,  Ohio,  on 
the  25tli  of  December,  1818.  He  came  to  Brainerd 
in  1874,  and  was  employed  in  the  Headquarters 
Hotel  till  June,  1881,  Avhen  he  opened  a billiard 
hall,  which  lie  still  conducts. 

John  R.  Howes,  M.  D.,  a son  of  Rev  John 
Howes,  was  born  in  the  town  of  Richmond,  Can- 
ada, on  the  15th  of  October,  1818.  lie  received 
his  education  at  the  Victoria  College,  of  Toronto, 
at  which  he  graduated  on  the  Gtli  of  March,  1871. 
For  one  year,  he  Avas  a resident  physician  at  the 
Toronto  Hospital,  then  removed  to  Indiana,  where 
he  practiced  his  profession  till  March,  1879,  when 
he  came  to  Brainerd.  In  1880,  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  erected  a hospital  for  the 
benefit  of  the  injured  on  the  road,  and  aside  from 
his  regular  practice,  Dr.  Howes  is  surgeon  of  the 
latter.  He  is  also  United  States  Examiner  for 
pensions. 

Lewis  Hendhickson  was  born  in  Steuben  coun- 
ty, New  York,  in  18415.  He  removed  to  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a gun- 


smith, at  which  he  Avorkod  till  1872.  Then  went 
to  Ohio  and  opened  a gun  shop,  which  he  carried 
on  four  years,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ 
of  a publishing  house,  remaining  three  years. 
AVas  traveling  salesman  one  year,  and  during  the 
year  1880,  was  employed  in  a machine  shop  at 
Cleveland.  In  February,  1881,  Mr.  Hendrickson 
came  to  Brainerd  and  opened  a gun  shop,  which 
lie  still  operates. 

Michael  Hagberg  is  a native  of  Sweden,  born 
in  1851.  He  came  to  America  and  directly  to 
Brainerd  in  1872.  The  first  four  years  he  was 
employed  at  his  trade,  then,  in  1876,  opened  a 
blacksmith  shop  of  his  own,  it  being  the  only  one 
in  the  place. 

G.  AV.  Holland  is  a native  of  New  York.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  Madison  University, 
AVisconsin,  where  he  graduated  in  1868,  and  the 
following  year,  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  of  that 
State.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1871,  Avas  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  of  this  State,  and  in  the  fall  of' 
the  same  year,  elected  County  Attorney  of  Crow 
AVing  county,  which  ollice  he  has  since  tilled  with 
the  exception  of  one  year.  Soon  after  coming  to 
Brainerd,  in  1872,  he  Avas  appointed  to  till  a va- 
cancy on  the  board  of  Supervisors,  and  has  held 
different  ollices,  such  as  member  of  the  board  of 
Education,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  etc. 

Charles  L.  Heath  Avas  born  in  Lincoln,  Maine, 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1856.  He  was  reared 
on  a farm,  and  the  year  1877  Avas  spent  in  the  lum- 
ber business  in  Michigan.  He  came  to  Brainerd 
in  1878,  and  the  following  year,  in  company  Avith 
G.  11.  Stratton,  rented  the  Leland  House,  of  Avhioli 
they  are  at  present  the  proprietors. 

' AVilliam  H.  Jones  was  born  in  1847,  in  Eng- 
land. Ho  came  to  America  in  1871,  and  until 
April,  1880,  avrs  in  the  employ  of  the  Michigan 
Central  Railroad  Company.  Since  the  latter  date 
he  has  been  chief  clerk  in  the  roadmaster’s  depart- 
ment at  Brainerd. 

Edgar  E.  Jones  dates  his  nativity  in  Clinton 
county,  NeAv  York,  on  the  12tli  of  September,  184 6. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1856,  locating  in  Austin, 
where  he  remained  till  November,  1863,  and  en- 
listed in  the  Second  Minnesota  Cavalry.  AATas  at 
Fort  Ripley  the  Avinter  of  1863-64,  and  the  fol- 
lowing season  accompanied  Sully’s  expedition 
across  the  plains.  After  serving  three  years,  he 
returned  to  his  native  State,  and  in  1876,  came 
again  to  Minnesota,  locating  at  Lansing.  In  1879, 
Mr.  Jones  took  his  present  homestead,  which  is 
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situated  about  four  and  a half  miles  from  Fort 
Ripley  Station.  Was  married  in  Hamilton  coun- 
ty, New  York,  on  the  18th  of  May,  18G8,  to  Miss 
Mary  N.  Morrison,  who  lias  borne  him  five  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  are  living. 

Aliiion  K.  P.  Knowles  was  born  in  Maine,  in 
1827.  He  served  four  years  in  the  war,  first 
in  the  Second,  then  the  Twenty -fourth  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  18GG, 
resided  one  year  in  Rochester,  thence  to  Meeker 
county  on  a farm  eighteen  months,  then,  after  liv- 
ing in  St.  Cloud  and  Sauk  Rapids,  he  came  to 
Brainerd  in  July,  1877.  Has,  since  his  residence 
here,  been  engaged  in  teaming. 

J.  II.  Koop  was  born  in  Hanover,  Europe,  on 
the  8tli  of  February,  1851.  He  came  to  America 
and  located  in  Stearns  county,  Minnesota,  in 
18G9,  where  he  attended  St.  John’s  College. 
Came  to  Brainerd  in  1880,  and  as  a partner  of 
Joseph  H.  Linnemaun,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Minnesota,  started  in  the  mercantile  business, 
under  the  firm  name  of  Linnemaun  and  Koop,  the 
former  being  in  business  at  St.  Joseph,  Stearns 
county.  They  also  have  branch  stores  at  New  Mu- 
nich and  Sauk  Rapids.  The  one  in  this  place  was 
opened  in  the  summer  of  1880,  and  carries  a 
stock  of  about  $25,000. 

Leon  E.  Lum  was  born  in  Anoka,  Anoka  county, 
Minnesota,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1859.  He  received 
his  education  at  the  High  School  and  State  Uni- 
versity at  Minneapolis,  after  which,  he  studied  law 
and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1880.  Since  July, 
1881,  Mr.  Lum  has  been  a resident  of  Brainerd, 
practicing  his  profession. 

Hunky  E.  Lulano  is  a native  of  Penobscot 
county,  Maine,  born  on  the  18tli  of  October,  1849. 
He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
1807,  came  to  Monticollo,  Minnesota,  where,  for 
ten  years,  he  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
In  1877,  he  removed  to  this  place  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Since  the 
spring  of  1881,  Mr.  Leland  has  been  the  owner 
and  proprietor  of  the  Nicollet  House,  which  is  a 
two-and-a-lialf  story  frame  house,  with  twenty- 
four  guest  rooms. 

Samuel  Leland,  also  a native  of  Maine,  was 
born  on  the  Gth  of  June,  1844.  He  has  always 
followed  farming  until  coming  to  Brainerd,  in 
187G.  Since  living  here  has  been  engaged  in  the 
saloon  and  restaurant  business. 

Wakken  II.  Leland  was  born  in  Chester,  Pe- 
nobscot county,  Maine,  on  the  18th  of  August, 


1837.  He  resided  on  a farm  until  twenty-two 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  New  Brunswick 
and  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits.  Returning 
to  the  States,  he  came  to  Montiecllo,  Minnesota,  in 
18GG,  and  was  in  the  lumber  business  till  coming 
to  Brainerd  in  March,  1872.  For  about  six  months 
after  coming,  Mr.  Leland  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  railroad  ties,  then  built  the  Leland 
House,  of  which  he  was  proprietor  till  July,  1880, 
then  rented  it,  and  in  1881,  sold  to  W.  AV.  Hartley. 
In  1877-78,  our  subject,  in  connection  with  the 
hotel,  was  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  also  carried 
on  a store  of  general  merchandise;  but  on  account 
of  poor  health,  was  obliged  to  suspend  business 
for  a time.  Is  at  present  dealing  in  real  estate. 
Has  filled  the  office  of  County  Commissioner  two 
terms,  besides  other  local  positions.  Miss  Ellen 
Young,  of  York  county,  New  Brunswick,  became 
his  wife  on  the  30th  of  July,  1859. 

Harry  Lowell  was  born  in  Buffalo,  New  York, 
in  1840.  He  removed  to  Kenosha,  AViseonsin,  in 
1854,  thence  to  Illinois,  where  he  was  employed  in 
an  iron  foundry  for  three  years.  Came  to  AVaba- 
sha  county,  Mnnesota,  in  1858,  and  settled  on  a 
farm.  Served  in  the  war  four  years  and  returned 
to  AVabasha  county.  From  18G8  to  1874,  he  was 
working  at  his  trade  in  Minneapolis.  Then  en- 
tered the  employ  of  the  Southern  Minnesota  Rail- 
road Company,  remained  four  years,  and  after 
living  in  La  Crosse,  AViseonsin,  about  two  years, 
came  to  Brainerd  in  March,  1880,  and  has  since 
had  charge  of  the  foundry  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  at  this  place. 

Albert  E.  Losev  dates  his  birth  on  the  5th  of 
October,  1849,  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  where  he 
learned  the  upholstering  trade.  He  was  engaged 
at  his  trade  in  Nelson,  Pennsylvania,  a few  months, 
then  in  Buffalo  and  Addison,  New  York,  after 
which  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  remained 
five  years.  For  one  year  he  was  traveling  for  a 
Philadelphia  publishing  house,  and  after  residing 
in  Iowa  a year,  took  a trip  to  Florida,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1879,  came  to  Brainerd.  Has  since  been  su- 
perintendent of  the  upholstery  department  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  shops. 

John  MuClary  was  born  in  Ireland  in  the  year 
1810.  When  quite  young  he  came  to  America,  and 
after  living  in  Marshall,  Michigan,  until  1859,  set 
out  for  California,  and  spent  nine  years  in  the 
mines  on  the  Pacific  slope.  Ho  then  returned  to 
Marshall,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  until 
1878,  when  he  came  to  Brainerd  and  purchased  the 
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Metropolitan  Hotel,  changing  its  name  to  the  Mar- 
shall House,  as  it  is  now  known. 

Lawrence  McPherson,  foreman  of  the  round- 
house of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
at  Brainerd,  is  a native  of  Scotland,  and  was  born 
in  1843.  He  came  to  America  in  180!!,  and  after 
three  years  employment  in  Chicago,  came  to  St. 
Paul  and  worked  for  the  St  Paul  and  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company  for  some  time.  In  1873,  he  came 
to  Brainerd,  and  has  since  occupied  his  present 
position. 

Daniel  S.  Mooers,  one  of  the  prominent  early 
settlers  of  the  upper  Mississippi  Valley,  was 
born  in  Kennebec  county,  Maine,  on  the  19tli 
of  February,  1837.  In  the  spring  of  1852,  he 
came  to  Minnesota  with  a cousin  of  his  father, 
Josiah  P.  Mooers,  who  was  an  early  settler  in 
Cokato,  Wright  county.  The  first  four  or  five 
years  in  the  West,  were  spent  at  Minneapolis  and 
St.  Paul,  mostly  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
He  then  came  to  Crow  Wing,  and  about  two 
months  later,  to  the  Chippewa  Agency  at  Gull 
River,  where  he  lived  about  eight  years,  being  em- 
ployed by  the  Government  a portion  of  the  time, 
and  was  also  in  the  cattle  trade.  In  1800,  he  pur- 
chased a farm  opposite  Fort  Ripley,  of  S.  B.  Olm- 
stead,  which  had  been  opened  before  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Reservation,  and  was  the  first 
farm  cultivated  in  Crow  Wing  oounty.  When  the 
old  stage  line  was  running,  this  was  one  of  their 
stopping  places,  and  when  the  Fort  was  aban- 
doned, Mrs.  Mooers  was  commissioned  Postmis- 
tress. Mr.  Mooers  owns  a fine  farm  of  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  with  valuable  improvements, 
llis  wife  was  Miss  Martha  Root,  of  Little  Falls, 
the  marriage  taking  iilace  on  the  18th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1877. 

Wmuo  Madson  dates  his  birth  in  Denmark,  in 
the  year  1853.  lie  came  to  America  in  1870,  and 
after  remaining  a short  time  at  Menomonee,  Wis- 
consin, came  to  Minneapolis,  and  was  employed 
at  his  trade,  that  of  shoemaker,  in  different  por- 
tions of  the  State,  until  coming  to  Brainerd  in 
1878.  Mr.  Madson  has  established  himself  in 
business  here,  and  has  a prosperous  trade.  . 

Milton  MoFadden  is  one  of  the  rising  men  of 
Crow  Wing  county.  He  came  here  less  than  two 
years  ago,  and  is  now  acceptably  filling  the  posi- 
tion of  Deputy  Auditor. 

Newton  MoFadden,  a native  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  was  born  in  the  year  1850.  lie 
learned  the  drug  business  in  early  life,  and  has 


followed  that  profession  ever  since.  He  went  to 
Duluth,  Minnesota,  in  1870,  and  after  clerking  in 
a drug  store  for  eighteen  months,  went  to  Detroit 
Lake,  Becker  county,  and  eight  months  later,  came 
to  Brainerd  and  was  clerk  in  Mr.  Sherwood’s  drug 
store  until  1874,  when  lie  purchased  the  business 
and  still  carries  it  on.  He  was  elected  to  the  ollice 
of  County  Treasurer  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  has 
been  retained  in  that  position  ever  since,  faithfully 
discharging  the  duties  devolving  upon  him. 

Petek  Mektz  was  born  in  Auglaise  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  year  1851.  When  he  was  young,  the 
family  removed  to  Hancock  county,  where  Peter 
was  reared  on-a  farm,  In  1875,  he  came  to  Mille 
Lacs  Lake,  Crow  Wing  county,  and  kept  a trading 
post  there  for  two  years,  coming  thence  to  Brain- 
erd, where  he  now  carries  on  the  business  of  a 
livery  stable.  He  has  been  Sheriff  of  Crow  Wing 
county  since  January,  1880. 

John  A.  McCall  was  born  in  Canada  on  the 
6th  of  July,  1859.  Ho  learned  the  art  of  photog- 
raphy in  his  native  country,  where  he  remained 
till  twenty-one  years  of  age.  In  February,  1880, 
he  went  to  Winnipeg,  and  in  March,  1881,  came  to 
Brainerd,  and  is  now  conducting  business  in  the 
line  of  his  chosen  profession. 

William  E.  Martin  is  a native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  was  born  on  the  2d  of  August,  1850. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  he  left  home  and 
entered  the  marine  service  on  the  Missouri  river, 
remaining  until  April,  1870.  He  then  came  to 
Brainerd,  and  the  May  following  went  to  Perluim, 
Otter  Tail  county,  and  had  charge  of  the  machin- 
ery in  the  mills  of  Clark  & McClure  at  that  place 
for  three  years.  He  returned  to  Brainerd  in  July, 
1879,  and  opened  the  Fifth  Street  Billiard  Parlor 
and  Sample  Room,  which  he  still  conducts. 

Anton  Maiilum  was  born  in  Norway  in  the 
year  1849.  lie  came  to  America  in  1809,  and 
after  three  years  spent  in  the  lumber  yards  at 
Minneapolis,  came  to  Brainerd  and  has  lived  here 
ever  since.  During  the  first  three  years  of  his 
residence,  he  was  employed  in  Various  occupations, 
being  Deputy  Sheriff  a portion  of  the  time.  In 
the  spring  of  1875,  he  was  employed  by  the  Nor- 
thern Pacific  Railroad  Company  as  car  repairer, 
and  in  the  fall  was  given  the  position  of  assistant 
store-keeper  and  time-keeper  for  the  shops,  which 
ho  held  four  years,  and  on  the  death  of  C.  E. 
Williams,  succeeded  to  the  position  occupied  by 
him,  that  of  chief  clerk  in  the  machinery  depart- 
ment. Mr.  Mahlum  has  recently  completed  a 
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hotel  for  t.lio  accommodation  of  the  railroad  em- 
ployees. It  is  26x80  feet,  and  three  stories  high, 
with  a wing  26x40  feet,  and  contains  seventy 
sleeping  rooms. 

Allen  Morrison,  deceased,  was  one  of  Minne- 
sota’s earliest  pioneers.  He  was  one  of  a family 
of  twelve,  seven  boys  and  five  girls.  His  father  was 
born  in  Scotland,  but  emigrated  to  Canada,  where 
he  died  in  1812.  Two  of  the  boys  were  in  the  Eng- 
lish navy,  and  killed  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar,  in 
Egypt.  William  Morrison,  a brother  of  Allen, 
and  several  years  his  senior,  was  among  the  early 
explorers  of  Northern  Minnesota,  having  visited 
the  territory  as  early  as  1800,  and  was  one  of  the 
party  who  discovered  Lake  Itasca,  the  source  of 
the  Mississippi  river.  Allen’s  first  visit  to  this 
region  was  in  1820,  when  he  came  to  Fond  du 

I 

Lac,  as  a trader  in  what  was  then  known  as  the 
“ Northern  Outlit.”  For  several  years  he  was 
associated  with  his  brother  William,  in  the  Foud- 
du  Lac  department,  during  which  time  he  was 
stationed  at  Sandy  Lake,  Leech  Lake,  Red  Lake, 
Mille  Lacs,  and  Crow  Wing,  and  when  the  Indians 
were  removed  to  White  Earth,  went  there  also,  and 
remained  until  his  death.  He  was  married  in 
1826,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Chaboullier,  who  died  at 
Crow  Wing  in  the  fall  of  1872.  She  was  a daugh- 
ter of  a member  of  the  old  Northwestern  Fur 
Company,  who  was  a trader  on  the  Saskatchewan, 
and  died  in  Canada  in  1812.  Mr.  Morrison  was 
the  father  of  eleven  children.  Caroline  now  re- 
sides in  Brainerd;  she  was  born  at  Crow  Wing, 
where  her  lather  was  the  first  settler,  on  the  28th 
of  April,  1846;  and  was  married  to  Chris.  Gran- 
dehnyer  in  April,  1864.  She  removed  to  Brainerd 
in  1878,  where  she  is  now  doing  a prosperous  busi- 
ness as  Milliner  and  Dressmaker.  Resides  Mrs. 
(I.,  there  are  live  other  members  of  the  family  in 
the  State;  Rachel,  who  resides  with  her  sister, 
Mrs.  Grandelmyer,  at  Brainerd;  John  J.  and 
Allen,  at  White  Earth;  Mary,  the  eldest,  now  Mrs. 

J.  R.  Sloan,  of  St.  Cloud;  and  Louisa,  now  Mrs. 
John  Bromley,  of  Northern  Pacific  Junction. 
Until  the  spring  immediately  preceding  his 
death,  Mr.  Morrison  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  his 
usual  health  and  strength,  but  with  the  retreat  of 
winter,  his  sons  were  paiiled  to  notice  that  steady, 
but  unmistakable  decline  that  presages  final  dis- 
solution, and  on  the  28th  of  November,  1878,  t he 
battle  of  life  was  ended,  and  the.  old  frontiersman 
was  at  rest,  lie  was  buried  at  White  I'laifh,  in 
the  historic  valley  where  he  had  passed  so  many 


eventful  years.  His  name,  however,  will  not  per- 
ish, nor  his  virtues  be  forgotten.  In  the  first 
Territorial  Legislature,  he  represented  the  district 
embracing  the  voting  precincts  of  Sauk  Rapids 
and  Crow  Wing,  ami  when  the  present  county  of 
Morrison  was  set  of!,  the  Legislature  named  it  in 
honor  of  this  esteemed  veteran  pioneer. 

John  McNaughton,  foreman  in  the  blacksmith 
shop  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad,  at  this 
point,  was  born  in  Genesee  county,  New  York,  in 
the  year  1839.  In  1848,  he  removed  to  Michigan 
with  his  parents,  where  he  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade,  and  remained  until  1866.  He  then  went  to 
Chicago,  and  two  years  later,  to  Duluth,  where  he 
was  employed  four  years  by  the  Lake  Superior  & 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  and  since  then, 
has  worked  for  his  present  employers. 

Henry  Mohle  is  a native  of  Germany,  born  in 
the  year  1849.  He  came  to  America  with  the 
family  in  1851,  who  settled  in  Chicago.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  years,  he  went  to  Leland,  Illinois, 
and  learned  telegraphy  with  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton & Quincy  Railroad  Company,  remaining  there 
two  years.  He  was  then  with  the  Chicago  & 
Northwestern  Railroad  Company  two  years  and  a 
half,  after  which  he  attended  school  one  term,  then 
returned  to  his  old  employers  and  remained  until 
1872.  11c  then  went  to  Hannibal,  Missouri,  and 

after  eighteen  months  service  with  the  Missouri, 
Kansas,  & Texas  Railroad  Company,  returned  to 
the  Chicago  & Northwestern,  and  in  1878,  came  to 
Brainerd,  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pacific; 
Railroad  Company.  He  is  now  Chief  of  the  Train 
1 lispatclicr’s  department. 

John  N.  Neveks  is  a native  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  came  to  Brainerd  in  1872.  Six  months  after 
his  arrival  lie  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
continuing  it  for  four  yours,  lie  then  formed  a 
partnership  with  B.  F.  Hartley  and  kept  the  Le- 
land House  for  one  year,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  in  the  mercantile  business.  He  carries  a 
stock  of  about  .ttldJlUO,  consisting  of  clothing 
and  furnishing  goods,  and  also  carries  on  a me  r- 
chant tailoring  department. 

Ezra  Northi'ielh  was  born  in  England  in  the 
year  1844.  When  lie  was  five  years  old,  the  family 
came  to  America  and  settled  in  Milwaukee,  Wis- 
consin. In  1863,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came 
to  Minnesota,  and  after  a residence  of  ten  years 
in  Lake  City,  came  to  Burnhamsville,  Todd  county, 
lie  had  a mail  contract  from  the  latter  place  to 
St.  Joseph,  Stearns  county,  but  returned  to  Lake 
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City  in  1874,  and  was  engaged  in  farming  for 
about  two  years.  Tic  again  came  to  Burnhams- 
ville,  and  lias  lived  at  that  place  and  Brainerd 
ever  since.  While  a resident  of  the  forme)-  place, 
lie  wiis  Postmaster  and  Town  Clerk.  lie  came 
to  Brainerd  in  the  spring  of  1881,  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  this  place  his  permanent  home. 

John  O’Neill  dates  his  birth  in  Steubenville, 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  on  the  lltli  of  July,  1827. 
He  learned  the  trade  of  stone-cutter  when  young, 
followed  the  business  for  a number  of  years,  and 
was  afterward  employed  on  the  Ohio  and  Missis- 
sippi river  boats.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1872, 
and  after  living  in  Lake  City,  Mankato,  and  Bed 
Wing,  came  to  Brainerd  in  1877,  and  has  lived 
here  ever  since.  Ho  is  the  present  proprietor  of 
the  saloon  known  as  “The  Last  Turn,”  in  front  of 
which  still  stands  the  pine  tree  on  which  the  two 
Indians  were  hung  in  1872,  for  the  murder  of 
Miss  McArthur 

Peter  Ort  was  born  in  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin, 
in  the  year  1849.  He  came  to  Brainerd  in  1870, 
and  was  employed  at  the  carpenter  trade  for  five 
yeai-s.  Was  then  clerk  in  the  “ Headquarters 
Hotel”  until  January,  1880,  when  he  opened  a 
billiard  hall  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  Laurel 
streets,  of  which  he  is  now  the  proprietor. 

Alexander  Orr  was  born  in  New  Brunswick, 
in  the  year  1850.  He  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
penter and  joiner  in  his  native  country,  which  has 
been  his  occupation  through  life.  In  1879,  he 
came  to  Brainerd  and  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building.  In  April,  1881,  William  E.  Seelye  be- 
came a partner,  and  they  are  now  doing  a profit- 
able business,  employing  an  average  of  ten  men. 

W.  A.  Parsons,  M.  D.,  is  a native  of  Worthington, 
Hampshire  county,  Massachusetts,  and  was  born  on 
the  .'list  of  March,  1857.  He  prepared  for  coliege, 
and  graduated  at  Harvard  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1880.  After  a few  months  practice  at  Athol, 
Massachusetts,  he  came  to  Brainerd,  arriving  in 
March,  1881,  and  has  since  been  in  the  active  prac- 
tice of  his  profession. 

George  B.  Perley  dates  his  birth  in  Michi- 
gan, on  the  19th  of  March,  1848.  When  a child,' 
the  family  came  to  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  where 
the  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  was  reared  on  a 
farm.  In  18(17,  he  went  to  Wyandotte  City,  Kan- 
sas, and  learned  the  carriage  maker’s  trade,  resid- 
ing there  until  1873.  Then  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  after  living  on  a farm  in  Todd  county  for 
lour  years,  came  to  Brainerd;  was  employed  at 


his  trado  until  the  spring  of  1881,  since  which 
time  he  has  conducted  business  on  his  own  ac- 
count. 

Beujsen  H.  Paine  was  born  in  Victory,  Cayuga 
county,  New  York,  on  the  27th  of  November,  184(1. 
At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  went  to  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  and  after  a residence  of  four  years 
there,  came  to  Lake  City,  Minnesota,  and  was  farm- 
ing there  for  two  years.  His  next  move  was  to 
Long  Prairie,  Todd  county,  where  he  conducted 
the  grocery  business  until  1872,  when  he  came  to 
Brainerd,  and  after  six  years  of  active  business, 
went  to  Little  Falls  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business,  but  returned  again  to  Brainerd  after  one 
year.  He  then  formed  a partnership  with  his 
brother,  K.  S.  Paine,  and  J.  C.  Flynn,  the  firm  being 
known  as  Paine  Brothers  & Flynn,  wholesale  and 
retail  dealers  in  live  stock  and  dressed  meats. 

John  C.  Bosser,  M.  1).,  was  born  at  Lynchburg, 
Virginia,  on  the  2d  of  December,  1840.  After 
taking  the  usual  preparatory  course  he  entered  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  at  Philadelphia,  where 
he  graduated  in  1867.  Prior  to  his  graduation 
he  had  served  four  years  in  the  army  during 
the  civil  war,  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Texas  Volun- 
teers, two  years  as  hospital  steward,  and  two  years 
as  assistant  surgeon.  Beturning  from  college  he 
settled  in  his  native  town,  where  he  practiced  his 
profession  until  coming  to  Brainerd  in  1871,  and 
still  continues  in  active  practice.  He  has  held  the 
olfice  of  Coroner  since  1873,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected in  the  neighborhood. 

George  H.  Stratton  is  a native  of  Chester, 
Maine,  born  in  the  year  1835.  When  he  was  lif- 
teen  years  old,  he  became  engaged  with  his  father 
in  the  hotel  business,  continuing  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  when  lie  became  proprietor  of  the 
Five  Island  House,  in  the  town  of  Winn,  Penob- 
scot county.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Eleventh 
Maine  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  a private,  but  was 
soon  after  promoted  to  Second  Lieutenant,  but 
discharged  on  account  of  ill  health,  after  one  year’s 
service.  Beturning  to  Maine  he  again  engaged  in 
the  hotel  business,  in  connection  with  lumbering, 
carrying  on  the  same  until  1865,  when  he  entered 
the  employ  of  Henry  Poore  & Son,  who  had  an 
extensive  tan-yard  in  the  town  of  Winn.  Tn  1874, 
he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  was  in  the  lumber 
business  until  1879,  when  ho  came  to  Brainerd, 
and  after  conducting  the  lumber  business  about  a 
year,  formed  a partnership  with  Charles  L.  Heath. 
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They  are  now  the  popular  proprietors  of  the  Leland 
House. 

Sylvester  Y.  11.  Sherwood  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut in  the  year  1822.  He  grew  to  manhood 
in  New  England,  and  in  1870,  came  to  Minnesota, 
and  was  employed  in  the  construction  department 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad.  He  run  the 
second  regular  train  for  that  company,  and  acted 
as  conductor  until  December,  1872.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  the  drug  business  for  a time,  but  subse- 
quently changed  to  books  and  stationery,  and 
smokers’  supplies,  in  which  line  he  still  continues. 

William  P.  Spalding  is  a native  of  Lowell, 
Massachusetts,  and  was  born  on  the  1st  of  Novem- 
ber, 1823.  He  was  reared  on  a farm,  and  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age  was  employed  as  con- 
ductor on  the  Rutland  & Washington  Railroad, 
where  he  continued  until  1861;  when  he  enlisted  in 
tlie  Fifth  Vermont  Infantry,  holding  the  offices  of 
Lieutenant  and  Captain,  and  serving  three  years. 
In  1865,  he  went  to  Illinois  and  was  farming  for  five 
years.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1870,  and  went 
to  work  in  the  construction  department  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  was  the 
conductor  of  the  first  train  over  that  road.  This 
was  a special  from  Duluth  to  Brainerd  on  the  11th 
of  March,  1871;  he  also  run  the  first  regular  train 
in  September  of  the  same  year.  He  run  the  first 
regular  train  on  their  line  from  St.  Paul,  on  the 
1st  of  November,  1877,  and  was  conductor  until 
April,  1881.  when  the  company  were  pleased  to  re- 
ward his  faithful  services  by  tendering  him  the 
appointment  of  claim  agent. 

George  Stevenson  was  born  in  Canada  in  the 
year  1853.  When  a boy  ho  commenced  working 
in  a store,  and  on  arriving  at  maturity,  engaged 
in  mercantile  business  on  his  own  account.  He 
came  to  Brainerd  in  the  spring  of  1881,  and  pur- 
chased the  grocery  and  provision  business  of  Mr. 
Hartley,  which  he  still  prosperously  continues. 

W.  A.  Smith  is  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
New  York,  where  he  was  reared  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Syracuse  and  at- 
tended school  for  some  time.  He  was  then  em 
ploye'd  as  clerk  in  various  mercantile  houses  until 
September,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Brainerd  and 
entered  the  employ  of  Mr.  Bly,  and  became  a 
partner  the  following  spring.  11.  A.  Campbell 
purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Bly  soon  after,  and 
the  business  was  conducted  by  Smith  «fc  Campbell 
until  March,  1880,  when  Mr.  Campbell  retired 
from  the  firm.  Subsequently,  Mr.  Smith  formed 


a partnership  with  W.  E.  Campbell,  under  the 
firm  name  of  H.  A.  Smith  & Co.  Their  business 
is  quite  extensive,  carrying  a stock  of  #20,000, 
and  employing  four  salesmen. 

William  E.  Seely e dates  his  birth  at  St. 
George,  New  Brunswick,  on  the  22d  of  duly,  1817. 
When  a child,  the  family  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
after  remaining  in  Minneapolis  one  year,  went  to 
Anoka.  William  resided  with  his  parents  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  three 
years.  He  returned  to  Anoka  and  learned  the 
carpenter  trade,  which  he  followed  in  that  vicinity 
until  1879,  and  removed  to  Gull  River,  where  he 
carried  on  a door,  sash,  and  blind  factory  until 
the  spring  of  1881.  He  then  came  to  Brainerd 
find  formed  a partnership  with  Alexander  Orr,  the 
company  doing  a general  business  as  contractors 
and  builders. 

Daniel  D.  Smith  was  born  in  Franklin  county, 
New  York  in  1818.  He  went  to  Boston,  Massa- 
chusetts, in  1869,  and  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  there  for  ten  years.  'Then  came  to  Brain- 
erd and  established  a business  in  the  same  line, 
which  he  is  now  conducting. 

David  E.  Slipp  is  a native  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  was  reared  on  a farm  in  his  native  province. 
He  came  to  Brainerd  in  1871,  and  carried  on  a 
grocery  business  till  June  1880,  when  he  opened 
a hardware  store,  and  is  still  in  the  business. 

Fred  J.  Slipp  is  also  a native  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, and  is  a brother  of  the  subject  of  our  last 
sketch.  He  came  to  Brainerd  in  1879,  "and  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business  until  the  spring 
of  1881;  but  since  then,  has  been  with  his  brother 
in  the  hardware,  business. 

Frank  B.  Thompson  dates  his  birth  in  Portland. 
Maine,  in  the  year  1852.  He  came  to  Minnesota 
in  1869,  and  after  a stay  of  six  months  in  Duluth, 
engaged  in  the  construction  department  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  ivas 
afterward  in  the  land  department  until  the  re- 
moval of  that  office  to  St.  Paul,  in  1880.  Mr. 
Thompson  lias  been  a resident  of  Brainerd  since 
1873;  six  years  of  the  time  lie  was  Register  of 
Deeds  of  Crow  Wing  county,  and  since  1880,  has 
held  the  office  of  County  Auditor. 

Seth  C.  Tennis  is  a native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  was  born  in  the  year  1826.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  was  employed  in  a grocery 
store  in  Philadelphia,  remaining  there  for  eight 
years.  He  then  came  to  Minnesota,  and  was  agent 
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for  the  town-site  company  at  Wabasha  for  some 
time,  but  subsequently  engaged  in  farming,  and 
in  1804,  obtained  the  position  of  mail  agent  on 
the  Mississippi  river  steamboats.  In  1870,  he 
went  to  Duluth,  and  was  employed  by  the  Lake 
Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company  as 
book-keeper  in  the  supply  department  of  the  Du- 
luth division.  He  was  afterwards  employed  as 
Station  Agent  at  the  Northern  Pacific  Junction, 
and  in  1872,  came  to  Brainerd  and  was  book- 
keeper in  a mercantile  establishment  for  one  year; 
after  which  he  carried  on  a farm  until  1879,  and 
has  since  been  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company,  as  time-keeper.  Mr. 
Tennis  resides  across  the  river  in  Cass  county,  at 
and  during  the  period  of  that  County’s  organiz- 
ation, was  Register  of  Deeds  and  Treasurer. 

Louis  Tauiie,  telegraph  operator  at  the  shops 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  was 
born  in  Canada  in  1857.  Ho  came  to  Minnesota 
in  187C,  and  after  remaining  a few  months  in 
Ht.  Paul,  went  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Junction  in 
the  employ  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad 
Company,  and  thence  to  Rush  City,  and  in  April, 
1881,  came  to  Brainerd  and  was  installed  in  his 
present  position. 

Edward  White  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Connec- 
ticut, on  the  4th  of  April,  1812.  He  learned  the 
carpenter  trade  in  his  native  town,  and  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  went  to  Worcester,  Massachusetts, 
and  engaged  in  building  for  four  years.  lie  then 
went  to  Tazwell  county,  Illinois,  which  was  his 
home  until  I860,  when  he  came  to  Minnesota.  He 
lived  at  Glencoe  three  years,  and  then  went  to 
Franconia,  on  the  St.  Croix  river,  where  he  was 
Postmaster  five  years.  He  came  to  Brainerd  in 
July,  1870,  and  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  for  several  years,  lie 
is  now  carrying  on  the  business  of  contractor  and  | 
builder,  his  son  Isaac  being  a partner. 

Gen.  Lyman  P.  White  is  appropriately  denom- 
inated the  “ Father  of  Brainerd,”  by  its  inhabit- 
ants; while  the  Indians  throughout  this  entire  re- 
gion call  him  the  “ Big  White  Father.”  lie  is  a 
man  of  a powerful  frame,  six  feet  high,  broad 
shoulders,  corpulent,  and  of  a remarkably  line 
physique.  Born  in  Whiting,  Vermont,  in  1811, 
and  ono  of  a family  of  eleven  children.  His  father 
was  a revolutionary  soldier,  and  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  Soon  after  peace  was  de- 
clared he  became  one  of  the  earliest  settlors  of  Ver- 
mont, after  whom  Whiting  was  named.  Gen. 


White’s  early  advantages  were  only  equal  to  the 
majority  of  New  England’s  sons  of  that  day;  but 
his  natural  ability,  quick  perception,  and  sound 
common  sense  placed  him  in  the  foremost  ranks  in 
business  or  political  circles.  lie  soon  became  a 
leader  in  his  Stale.  For  several  years  lie  was  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature,  and  at  various 
times  declined  important  positions  offered  him  by 
the  United  States  Government,  choosing  rather  a 
business  than  a political  life.  He  has  been  mar- 
ried twice;  first  to  Phebe  Keeler,  who  had  six 
children,  now  grown  to  manhood  and  womanhood; 
after  her  decease,  to  Jennie  Knight,  who  came  with 
him,  the  first  white  woman,  to  Brainerd.  They 
have  one  daughter,  Miss  Jennie,  who  for  two  years 
was  the  only  white  child  in  the  place,  and  until 
old  enough  to  be  sent  east  to  boarding  schools,  was 
taught  by  her  mother  when  a governess  could  not 
be  obtained.  Gen.  White  came  to  Chicago  in  1859, 
entering  largely  into  business  there,  and  in  the 
year  1870  came  to  Brainerd  as  the  general  agent 
of  the  Lake  Superior  and  Puget  Sound  Com- 
pany, with  Thomas  Canfield  as  president,  which 
position  lie  still  retains.  He  laid  out  the  townsites 
of  Brainerd  and  the  other  places  on  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  is  more  closely  identified  with 
this  locality  than  any  other  man.  He  has  always 
been  a friend  to  the  poor,  and  especially  adapted 
to  the  building  up  of  this  growing  country;  full 
of  sympathy,  ready  to  aid  with  a liberal  hand,  and 
wise  in  counsel  to  those  who  are  seeking  homes  in 
the  Northwest.  He  lives  in  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  communities  extending  for  hundreds  of 
miles  westward. 

His  beautiful  and  spacious  residence  in  Brainerd 
was  the  first  frame  dwelling  house  in  the  place;  the 
wing  built  at  that  time  is  now  his  office.  The 
lumber  was  drawn  by  teams,  a distance  of  seventy 
miles,  about  one  year  and  six  months  prior  to  the 
completion  of  the  railroad  to  this  point.  Their 
first  Christmas  dinner  in  this  house  was  an  event- 
ful one.  Distinguished  guests  were  present,  con- 
sisting mostly  of  the  eastern  capitalists  interested 
in  the  construction  of  the  railroad.  At  great 
trouble  and  expense,  turkeys,  chickens,  oysters, 
and  all  delicacies  that  eastern  markets  afforded  had 
been  secured  for  the  occasion.  Mrs.  White,  the 
I esteemed  hostess,  had  spared  no  pains  in  preparing 
the  menu  in  the  most  tempting  manner.  Whenread  v, 
she  left  the  dining  room  for  a few  moments,  and 
returned  escorting  the  guests,  when  to  her  amaze- 
| mont,  found  that  during  her  absence,  the  Indians, 
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who  hurt  skulked  about;  the  premises,  bad  improved 
this  favorable  opportunity,  and  cleared  the  table  of 
its  contents.  It  win  tie  better  imagined  than  de- 
scribed, the  feelings  of  all  interested,  as  they  were 
waiting  while  another  dinner  was  prepared  con- 
sisting of  bacon,  hominy,  and  wild  rice.  General 
White  has  been  very  successful  in  the  management 
of  the  Indians,  never  armed  and  never  suffering 
annoyances  from  them,  save  their  petty  thieving. 
] taring  the  time  lie  was  Mayor  of  Brainerd,  he  had 
an  ordinance  passed,  that  all  Indians  found  within 
the  city  limits  after  dark  should  be  locked  up 
within  a building  prepared  for  that  purpose,  and 
the  people  were  freed  from  the  night  prowlings 
and  hideous  whoops  that  would  have  otherwise 
disturbed  their  slumbers.  General  and  Mrs.  White 
have  done  much  toward  moulding  the  Christian  sen- 
timent of  the  jilace,  he  being  a leader  in  the  Epis- 
copal church,  and  she  entering  into  the  work  with 
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earnestness  and  almost  single  handed,  until  now  a 
flourishing  society  and  an  imposing  church  edifice 
stands  sh  a monument  to  their  labors.  Their  house 
has  ever  been  a home  of  hospitality,  and  from  their 
larder  has  charity  been  generously  dispensed. 

Eugene  M.  Westfall,  ticket  and  freight  agent 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  at  this  point, 
was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1848.  When  a child,  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Hannibal,  where  he  was  engaged  with 
his  father  in  the  lumber  business  until  twenty- 
one  years  of  age.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Hannibal  and  St.  Joseph  Railroad  Company, 
as  clerk  in  the  construction  department.  He  came 
to  Brainerd  in  July,  1874,  and  has  been  in  the 
employ  of  this  company  ever  since;  first  as  clerk 
in  the  office  of  the  master  mechanic,  and  then  in 
the  superintendent’s  office,  coming  to  his  present 
position  in  June,  1881. 
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CHAPTER  CLII. 

DESCRIPTIVE — EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION 

VILLAGE  OP  AlTKIN BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Aitkin  is  situated  in  the  north  central  part  of 
Minnesota,  embracing  an  area  of  about  two  thou- 
sand square  acres,  only  a small  part  of  which  is 
yet  under  cultivation. 

The  Mississippi  river  Hows  through  the  north- 
western part,  along  which  are  rich  bottom  lands 
covering  a belt  of  about  two  miles  in  width,  in 
which  is  found  a heavy  growth  of  hard  wood 
timber.  Elsewhere  the  surface  is  gently  rolling, 
the  north  half  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  pine, 
while  in  the  south  half  is  pine,  bass  wood,  sugar 
maple,  and  other  hard  woods.  • 

The  soil  is  clay  and  black  loam,  with  an  abun- 
dance of  excellent  wild  meadow.  In  the  central 
part  are  ridges,  on  which  are  found  poplar  and 
white  birch,  while  intervening  are  fine  tamarack 
swamps. 

besides  the  Mississippi,  the  principal  streams 
arc,  Willow,  Tamarac,  Rice,  Moose,  Hill,  Pine,  and 


Snake  rivers,  the  last  two  of  which  are  in  the 
southeastern  part,  the  others  in  the  central  and 
northern  part.  Mille  Lacs  lake  covers  about  one 
hundred  and  eight  sections  in  the  southwestern 
part,  lying  partly  in  this  and  partly  in* Mille  Lacs 
county.  Several  smaller  lakes  are  found  south 
of  the  center,  while  north  of  the  center  is  Sandy 
lake,  one  of  the  most  historic  localities  in  North- 
ern Minnesota. 

Although  the  present  settlement  of  this  county 
is  of  comparatively  recent  date,  its  first  occupancy 
by  white  men  ante-dates  that  of  many  of  the  most 
populous  counties  in  the  State.  • Sandy  lake  was 
visited  by  white  men,  and  a trading  post  estab- 
lished there  by  the  Northwest  Company  in  1794. 
Captain  Zebulon  Montgomery  Pike,  the  first  Amer- 
ican officer  who  visited  Minnesota  in  an  official 
capacity,  was  at  this  lake  in  September,  1805. 
Governor  Cass,  and  others  were  here  in  1819, 
William  Morrison  being  then  in  charge  of  the 
post.  A school  was  opened  hero  by  Rev.  Sher- 
man Hull,  in  18112,  through  the  solicitation  of 
Mr.  Aitkin,  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  of  voy- 
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ageurs  and  a few  traders.  All  this,  however, 
passed  away,  and  the  comity  remained  unsettled 
until  the  survey  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad. 

On  the  13th  of  September,  1870,  Nathaniel 
Tibbetts,  then  with  the  surveying  party,  selected 
a claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  sections 
twenty-three,  twenty-four,  twenty-live,  and  twenty- 
six,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  on  the  8th  of 
May,  1871.  A tew  others  came  in  August,  among 
whom  wore,  ,T.  W.  Tibbetts,  Warren  Potter,  lticli- 
ard  Mills,  George  Jenkins,  and  William  Wade,  be- 
sides a few  transient  laborers  engaged  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  railroad.  The  road  reached  this 
point  on  the  23d  of  February,  1871,  then  halted 
eighteen  days  for  tho  completion  of  a cut  near  by. 

In  1872,  the  county  of  Aitkin  was  organized, 
and  an  election  held  on  the  30th  of  July,  at  which 
the  following  ollicers  were  chosen : County  Commis- 
sioners, N.  Tibbetts,  Chairman,  William  Hallstram 
and  William  Wade;  Register  of  Deeds,  William 
Hallstram;  Auditor,  R.  E.  Cowell;  Attorney,  D.  C. 
Preston;  Sheriff,  James  W.  Tibbetts;  Treasurer, 
George  Clapp;  and  Coroner,  N.  Tibbetts.  At  a meet- 
ing of  the  Board, on  the  18th  of  September,  J.  H. 
Van  Nett  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace.  By  a 
clerical  error,  or  fault  in  publishing,  the  books  and 
ollieial  documents  of  the  county  were  printed 
“ Aitken.”  Although  the  name  adopted  was 
“ Aitkin,”  in  honor  of  Robert  Aitkin,  a trader  and 
resident  of  Sandy  Lake,  in  the  early  part  of  the 
present  century. 

The  village  of  Aitkin  is  on  tho  Northern  Pacific 
railroad,  where  Mr.  Tibbetts  first  settled,  as  al- 
ready mentioned.  It  is  pleasantly  located  on,  and 
near  the  mouth  of  Ripple  creek,  so  called  by  the 
settlers  on  account  of  its  clear,  rippling  waters. 
By  some  means  the  Indian  name  for  this  stream 
was  interpreted  Mud  creek,  which,  however,  is 
ignored  by  t ho  villagers.  Near  the  present  vil- 
lage is  an  old  town  site,  platted  in  1853,  and  called 
Ojibway.  Its  proprietors  created  quite  a furore  in 
eastern  localities,  sold  shares  for  fabulous  prices, 
but  like  other  ventures  of  the  kind  it  soon  col- 
lapsed, never  having  even  a building. 

The  present  village  is  under  an  ordinary  town- 
ship government,  organized  in  1873,  with  the  fol- 
lowing ollicers,  elected  on  the  19th  ol'  August:  j 
Supervisors,  Nathaniel  Tibbetts,  Chairman,  James 
W.  Tibbetts,  and  Solomon  S.  Clapp;  Clerk,  W.  H. 
Williams;  Treasurer,  George  N.  Clapp;  Assessor, 
John  E.  Crouse;  Justices  of  the  Peace,  James  II. 
Van  Nett  and  W.  II.  Williams;  Constables,  Simon 


Weaver  and  George  Falconer;  and  Overseer,  Geo. 
Jenkins. 

Wlu'ii  the  railroad  reached  this  point,  a station 
was  established,  and  a depot  building  erected  in  the 
autumn  of  1872,  also  a water  tank,  section  house, 
freight  house,  and  an  engine  house  40x80  feet, 
which  burned  the  next  year  and  was  never  rebuilt. 
In  the  fall  of  1872,  Richard  Mills  opened  the  lirst 
store  in  the  place,  in  tho  old  claim  shanty  of  Na- 
thaniel Tibbetts.  The  next  year  Mr.  Tibbetts 
opened  a store,  which  he  conducted  about  eighteen 
months,  then  sold  to  Clapp  & Son.  Another  store 
building  was  erected  in  the  fall  of  1873,  but  used 
the  first  year  as  a saloon  by  George  Jenkins,  then 
by  Peak  k Wakefield,  as  an  Indian  trading  post, 
then  as  a general  store  by  Knox  & Whipple,  then 
Knox  Brothers;  Knox  Brothers  & Richardson; 
Knox  Brothers  & Dorman,  and  now  (D.  J. ) Knox 
& Dorman.  The  firm  are  now  doing  a business 
amounting  to  $200,000  annually,  carrying  a stock 
of  about  $40,000.  Warren  Potter  lias  a store,  do- 
ing about  $75,000  business  annually  besides  his 
flouring  mill,  which  has  a capacity  of  one  hun- 
dred barrels  in  ten  hours.  In  the  mill  he  has  a 
partner,  D.  Willard. 

There  are  three  hotels,  three  saloons,  two  black- 
smith shops,  and  one  meat  market. 

The  first  hotel  was  built  by  Nathaniel  Tibbetts, 
the  first  year  of  his  residence  here,  and  was  called 
the  Ojibway  House.  Tho  next  year  he  built  a 
larger  house,  of  hewed  logs,  sided  and  lathed  and 
plastered  inside.  The  next  hotel  was  opened  in 
May,  1875,  by  Mrs.  Nellie  Whipple,  a sketch  of 
whose  life  appears  elsewhere.  This  house  burned 
in  1879,  and  in  tho  February  following,  Mrs. 
Whipple  opened  another,  called  the  Whipple 
House,  which  she  still  conducts.  In  November, 
1880,  John  Crosley,  opened  the  Crosley  House, 
which  has  been  under  the  management  of  Joseph 
Wakefield  since  the  spring  of  1881.  The  Mam- 
moth Hotel  was  opened  in  December,  1880,  by 
C.  H.  Douglas,  under  whose  management  it  has 
since  been  a popular  home  for  travelers. 

The  village  has  now  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  inhabitants,  and  is  rapidly  developing. 

The  first  school  was  taught  in  the  summer  of 
1874,  by  Miss  Belle  Lowe,  now  the  wife  of  Dr. 
Rosser,  of  Brainerd.  A good  school  house  was 
built  in  the  fall  of  1870,  in  which  school  is  main- 
tained nine  months  in  the  year. 

The  first  religious  services  were  conducted  in  the 
old  log  building  first  erected  by  Nathaniel  Tib- 
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betts,  in  the  winter  of  1870  71,  by  a young  the- 
ological .student  who  was  employed  by  the  work- 
men of  the  railroad  company,  for  three  weeks, 
preaching  evenings  and  Sundays.  Since  then, 
services  have  been  maintained  monthly,  with 
slight  intermissions,  Rev.  Mr.  Hawley,  of  Brainerd, 
ollieiating  for  the  last  year. 

The  first  child  bom  here  was  Markie,  son  of 
Nathaniel  and  Susan  G.  Tibbetts,  near  the  close  of 
the  year  1872.  He  died  in  February  follow- 
ing, being  the  first  death  here. 

The  first  marriage  was  that  of  Robert  E.  Cowell 
and  Miss  M.  E.  Tibbetts,  on  the  1 ltli  of  Septem- 
ber, 1873. 

Outside  of  the  village,  there  is  but  little  settle- 
ment in  the  county.  A few  settlers  are  located 
at  the  mouth  of  Willow  river,  and  a few  have 
homes  at  Sandy  Lake. 

A Post-office  was  established  at  the  village  in 
September,  1872,  and  mail,  by  trains,  is  supplied 
daily.  In  1873,  a steamboat,  the  “ Po-keg-u-ma,” 
was  built  to  run  between  this  point  and  Pokegu- 
ma  Falls.  In  the  fall  of  1878  it  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  the  next  season  replaced  by  the 
steamer  “City  of  Aitkin,”  which  is  still  in  use,  un- 
der command  of  Captain  Houghton. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Carl  II.  Douglas  is  a native  of  Lower  Can- 
ada, born  in  the  year  1848.  In  1850,  he  came, 
with  his  parents,  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  re- 
maining five  years.  Then,  after  teaming  about 
ten  years  in  Rockford,  he  came  to  this  place  in 
1874,  and  purchased  the  Aitkin  House,  to  which 
he  made  several  additions  and  conducted  till  its 
destruction  by  fire  in  the  fall  of  1880.  Mr.  Doug- 
las at  once  set  about  the  erection  of  a new  hotel, 
and  eventually  opened  to  the  traveling  public,  the 
Douglas  House,  which  was  built  at  a cost  of 
#8,000,  and  contains  fifty-six  rooms  for  the  accom- 
modation of  guests. 

EmvAitD  L.  Douglas  was  born  in  Canada  in 
1848.  He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1807,  and 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Rockford, 
Wright  county.  He  came  to  Aitkin  in  1870,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  hotel 
business.  He  is  a partner  with  Knox  Brothers  in 
the  lumber  business. 

Durance  II.  Dokman,  son  of  I).  B.  Dorman,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota, 
was  born  in  the  latter  city  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1850.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  place, 


being  engaged  with  Merriman  & Barrows,  lumber 
dealers,  for  five  years.  He  is  a member  of  the 
firm  of  Knox  & Dorman,  having  formed  the  part- 
nership in  March,  1881. 

Charles  N.  Howe  dates  his  birth  in  the  state  of 
New  York,  on  the  17th  of  May,  1835.  He  learned 
the  carpenter  trade  when  a young  man,  and  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  the  West  and  South  fora 
number  of  years.  He  was  in  Georgia  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  civil  war,  and,  for  some  time,  was 
unable  to  get  north.  Seizing  the  first  opportunity, 
however,  he  crossed  the  lines  and  enlisted  in  the 
Northern  navy,  serving  three  years  on  the  llag  ship 
“ Minnesota,”'  of  the  North  Atlantic  blockading 
squadron.  Mr.  Howe  came  to  Minnesota  in  1870, 
and  after  remaining  one  year  in  Minneapolis,  came 
to  Aitkin  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  In 
the  spring  of  1880,  he  opened  a blacksmith  and 
wood  shop,  and  does  quite  an  extensive  business  in 
the  building  of  bateaux. 

Daniel  J.  Knox  is  a native  of  Beloit,  Wiscon- 
sin, and  was  born  on  the  26th  of  August,  1840. 
When  he  was  a child  the  family  removed  to  Dell 
Prairie,  Wisconsin,  where  David  grew  to  man- 
hood on  his  father’s  farm.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  he  went  to  Sparta  and  attended  the  Com- 
mercial College  at  that  place  eighteen  months 
going  thence  to  Eau  Claire  as  general  manager  in 
the  mercantile  house  of  Jackson  Brothers.  After 
spending  from  one  to  three  years  each  in  Eau 
Claire,  Elroy,  and  Idaho,  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, lie  came  to  Aitkin  and  opened  a general 
store  in  a small  building  24x30  feet.  His  brother, 
G.  W.  Knox,  afterwards  became  a partner,  who 
has  recently  been  superseded  by  D.  11.  Dorman. 
Large  stores  have  been  erected,  and  the  business 
has  become  quite  extensive,  amounting,  in  1880, 
to  upwards  of  #225,000.  They  have  also  a branch 
store  at  Grand  Rapids,  Itasca  county,  which  does 
an  annual  business  of  #30,000.  Mr.  Knox,  in 
company  with  his  brother,  G.  W.,  and  E.  L.  Doug- 
las, are  constructing  a saw-mill,  which,  when 
completed,  will  have  a daily  capacity  of  fifty  thou- 
sand feet,  besides  lath,  shingles,  etc. 

Edwin  B.  Lowell  was  born  in  Abbott,  Maine, 
in  March,  1833.  He  was  reared  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  1855,  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled 
in  Champlin,  Hennepin  county,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  farming  three  years.  He  then  followed 
lumbering  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  when 
ho  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  three  years.  Returning  from 
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the  army  he  again  engaged  in  lumbering,  and  still 
follows  that  occupation.  Ifis  field  of  labor  is  on 
the  Swan  river,  where  he  banks  a large  number  of 
logs  each  winter,  employing  about  thirty  men. 

Samuel  S.  Lutiieu  dates  his  birth  in  Pennsyl- 
vania in  the  year  1850.  When  a young  man  his 
time  was  divided  between  clerking  in  a store  and 
the  lumber  business.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1873,  and  was  employed  at  lumbering  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  sjjent  some  time  at  the  car- 
penter trade,  in  Aitkin.  For  the  past  two  and  a 
half  years  he  has  been  clerk  in  the  store  of  Knox 
Brothers;  he  is  also  town  Clerk  and  Register  of 
Deeds. 

Loring  G.  Seavey  was  born  in  East  Machias, 
Maine,  in  1817.  lie  came  to  Minnesota  in  1806, 
and  after  spending  about  seven  years  in  the  lum- 
ber mills  at  Minneapolis,  and  iu  the  lumber  woods, 
went  to  Grand  Rapids,  Itasca  county,  and  engag- 
ed in  the  hotel  business.  After  spending  six  years 
at  the  latter  place,  he  removed  to  a point  near  the 
mouth  of  Willow  river,  where  he  owns  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and  carries  on  a 
small  hotel.  His  family  reside  at  Aitkin. 

Charles  W.  Sawyer  is  a native  of  Cnrlinville, 
Illinois,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1845.  He 
learned  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  was  employed 
as  an  engineer  on  the  Mississippi  river  steamboats 
until  18GG,  when  he  went  to  Hudson,  Wisconsin, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  grain  trade  for  three 
years.  Then,  after  three  years  spent  in  farming, 
went  to  Duluth,  and  two  years  later,  engaged  in 
bridge-building  on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad, 
lie  soon  after  returned  to  Hudson,  where  he  was 
engineer  iu  a flouring  mill  until  July,  1881,  when 
he  came  to  Aitkin,  and  has  since  been  employed 
as  engineer  iu  the  Northern  Pacific  roller  mills. 

Christopher  0.  Button  was  born  in  Grant 
county,  Wisconsin,  in  1846.  The  family  removed 
to  Stevens  Point  in  1856,  where  Christopher  resided 
until  the  spring  of  1881,  when  he  came  to  Aitkin. 
He  conducted  a meat  market  several  years  in  Ste- 
vens Point,  and  since  coming  here  has  carried  on  a 
grocery  and  provision  store. 

David  E.  Tull,  Station  and  Express  agent  for 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  at  this 
point,  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  in 
1852.  The  family  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  1862, 
which  was  the  home  of  our  subject  until  1873, when 
he  engaged  with  his  present  employers  and  went 
to  Perliam.  He  has  occupied  his  present  position 
since  the  spring  of  1880. 


William  L.  Wakefield,  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
this  section  of  the  State,  was  born  in  Chcrryficld, 
Washington  county,  Maine,  in  the  year  1833.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  millwright  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  1854,  came  to  Minneapolis,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mills  at  that  place  for  eighteen 
munths.  He  then  came  to  the  frontier  and  estab- 
lished trading  posts  at  Sandy  Lake  and  Pokeg- 
uma  Falls,  and  also  engaged  in  lumbering  on 
the  Swan  river  until  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the 
First  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
three  years.  On  being  diacharged  he  came  to 
Crow  Wing  and  opened  a trading  post,  besides 
having  a pest  at  each  of  his  former  locations.  In 
1871,  he  went  to  White  Earth,  and  two  years  later, 
engaged  iu  lumbering,  continuing  that  occupa- 
tion until  1878,  when  he  opened  a hotel  and  trad- 
ing post  at  Grand  Rapids,  Itasca  county.  In 
June,  1881,  he  came  to  Aitkin,  and  in  company 
with  his  brother  Joseph,  is  now  keeping  the  Wake- 
field House.  Joseph  was  born  in  1835,  and  came 
west  about  two  years  later  than  his  brother,  and 
has  been  identified  with  him  in  most  of  his  busi- 
ness enterprises  since. 

Mrs.  Nellie  Whiffle,  nee  De  Ren,  to  whose 
remarkably  retentive  memory  the  authors  of  this 
work  are  indebted  for  much  valuable  historic  data, 
was  born  in  Ohio,  outlie  17th  of  August,  1839. 
Her  birthplace  was  near  the  old  city  of  Maumee, 
where  she  lived  until  nine  years  of  age.  Her 
father,  Louis  De  Reo,  died  wheu  she  was  about 
two  years  old,  and  her  mother,  four  years  later. 
In  1848,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  removed  with 
relatives  to  what  is  now  Green  Lake  county,  Wis- 
consin, and  soon  after  went  to  Madison,  where  she 
received  a good  education.  In  1854,  she  came 
with  friends  to  St.  Paul,  taking  passage  on  the 
steamer  Itasca,  at  La  Crosse.  She  resided  in  St. 
Paul  the  next  two  years,  during  which  time  she 
visited  the  valley  of  the  upper  Mississippi  several 
times.  Iu  1856,  she  went  to  live  with  Mrs.  Hat- 
tie Whipple  at  St.  Anthony,  widow  of  Joseph 
Whipple,  an  early  pioneer  whose  interment  was 
the  second  in  the  St.  Anthony  cemetery.  Mrs. 
Whipple  resided  with  her  son  Henry,  who  kept 
the  American  House,  and  to  whom  Nellie  was 
united  in  marriage  on  the  5th  of  November,  1857. 
The  young  couple  remained  in  the  American 
House  until  18(57,  when  they  removed  to  Crow 
Wing  and  opened  the  Northern  House  which 
they  conducted  till  May,  1875,  and  removed  to 
Aitkin,  opening  the  Whipple  House,  of  which 
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Mrs.  Whipplo  is  now  the  hostess.  Mr.  Whipple 
(lied  on  the  11th  of  February,  1879.  He  had  led 
an  active  life,  and  been  honored  with  many  public 
ollie.es,  being  almost  constantly  in  some  official 
position.  He  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  or- 
ganization of  Crow  Wing  county,  and  the  first 
Chairman  of  the  board  of  County  Commissioners. 
During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  life,  he  was  a 
great  sufferer  from  rheumatism.  He  had  used 
every  means  of  relief  in  vain,  including  a visit  to 
the  Hot  Springs  in  Arkansas.  His  body  was 
placed  beside  the  remains  of  his  father  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  St.  Anthony.  They  had  been  blessed 
with  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  living 

Nathaniel  Tibbetts,  the  first  permanent  settler 
of  Aitkin  county,  was  born  in  New  Sharon,  Maine, 
on  the  21st  of  March,  1824.  Leaving  his  native 
State  in  1847,  he  came  westward  and  located  in 
Plover,  Wisconsin,  and  after  remaining  there  one 
year,  came  to  the  St.  Croix  river  and  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  until  June,  1850.  He  then  came  to 
Minnesota,  and  passing  through  St.  Paul  and  St. 
Anthony,  came  to  Elk  River,  and  was  among  the 
first  to  make  improvements  at  that  point.  He  fol- 
lowed lumbering  there  until  August,  1862,  when 
he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  Company  A,  of 
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the  Eighth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  receiv- 
ing a Lieutenant’s  commission.  After  a little  more 
than  a year’s  service,  he  was  commissioned  Quar- 
termaster and  retained  that  position  until  he  was 
mustered  out  at  St.  Paul  in  August,  1865.  Re- 
turning to  his  homo  at  Elk  River  he  gave  his  at- 
tention to  farming  and  stock-raising  until  July, 
1870,  when  he  joined  the  Northern  Pacific  survey 
from  Duluth  westward,  and  when  the  present  site 
of  Aitkin  was  reached,  being  favorably  impressed 
with  the  locality,  he  decided  upon  this  as  his  fu- 
ture home,  and  in  May,  1871,  removed  his  family 
here.  He  built  the  first  house  at  Aitkin,  which 
was  the  first  in  the  county,  also,  the  first  hotel 
and  first  store,  and  was  the  first  Postmaster.  He 
was  Chairman  of  the  first  board  of  County  Com- 
missioners, has  been  Register  of  Deeds,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1879,  was  elected  Sheriff.  Mr.  Tibbetts 
was  married  on  the  5th  of  August,  1855,  at  Elk 
River,  to  Miss  Susan  C.  Davis,  of  that  place,  who 
died  at  Aitkin  on  the  10th  of  January,  1876.  They 
had  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Those 
deceased  were  named  Markie  and  Etta ; the  former 
dying  in  February,  1873,  and  the  latter  on  the 
10th  of  January,  1875. 


GASS  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  CTjTTT. 

DESCRIPTIVE  —EARLY  HISTORY CHIPPEWA  AGEN- 

OIEH — ORGANIZATION GULL  RIVER  STATION — BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

Cass  county  occupies  a large,  almost  level  area 
in  the  northern  portion  of  the  State,  portions  of 
which  are  frequently  mentioned  in  the  previous 
chapters  of  this  work.  It  contains  some  of  the 
finest  forests  of  pine  in  the  Northwest,  inter- 
spersed with  hardwood  timber  and  prairie.  On 
the  western  margin  is  the  true  source  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, from  which,  with  myriad  others  lying 
within  the  county  limits,  the  river  commences  its 
life.  At  one  point  on  the  river  a ledge  of  granite 
crops  out,  over  which  the  water  falls  about  twenty 


feet,  forming  a beautiful  cascade  known  as  Granite 
Falls. 

The  largest  body  of  water  is  Leech  lake,  in  the 
northern  part,  beyond  which,  on  the  extreme  north- 
ern border,  are  Cass  and  Winnibigoshish  lakes. 
Leech  lake  presents  an  irregular  outline,  forming 
a peninsula  opening  to  the  south  and  east,  on 
which  is  located  the  Leech  Lake  Agency.  This 
is  the  home  of  a portion  of  the  Chippewa  Indians, 
this  branch  now  numbering  about  two  thousand. 

Here  the  early  missionaries  established  a school 
and  farm,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Raid  well,  who  for  a 
time  acted  as  Indian  Agent,  and  was  much  respected, 
died.  Ry  a typographical  error  on  page  195,  ho  is 
called  Routwell,  conveying  the  impression  that  lie 
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was  the  first  missionary  at  Leech  Lake,  the  Lev.  W, 
T.  Boutwcll,  who  is  ntill  living  near  Stillwater,  in 
Washington  county.  In  18-19,  the  Crow  Wing 
Agency  was  established,  near  the  mouth  of  Gull 
river,  and  a road  cut  to  the  Leech  Lake  Agency, 
which  was  established  the  same  year.  This  was 
the  lirst  Chippewa  Agency  in  Minnesota.  At  the 
first  place  a saw-mill  was  built,  and  at  the  latter  a 
small  grist-mill,  both  at  Government  expense.  The 
saw-mill  burned  after  about  eight  years,  and  the 
grist-mill  perished  from  age  and  neglect.  In 
1867,  J.  B.  Bassett,  now  of  Minneapolis,  took 
charge  of  these  agencies',  remaining  until  1870. 
During  this  time  Mr.  Bassett  visited  Washington 
with  some  of  the  Gull  lliver  band,  and  effected 
an  exchange  by  which  they  ceded  the  twelve  town- 
ships included  in  this  reservation,  for  thirty-six 
sections  at  White  Earth  and  $150,000  in  cash. 
Portions  of  the  reservation  have  since  been  sold  to 
settlers,  and  a few  farms  have  been  opened,  the 
chief  and  oldest  of  which  is  that  of  T.  H.  Mooers, 
near  the  present  station  of  Gull  Biver.  A few 
others  have  opened  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
county;  and  B.  A.  Manters,  A.  E.  Dickinson, 
and  others  have  opened  farms  along  the  Shell 
river.  Although  little  advance  has  thus  far  been 
made  in  agriculture,  there  is  a considerable  amount 
of  good  farming  land  which  will  not  long  remain 
unoccupied. 

Cass  county,  then  including  a much  larger  area, 
was  created  in  1851,  and  in  1872,  a county  organ- 
ization was  effected;  the  following  officers  being 
appointed  by  Governor  Austin:  County  Commis- 
sioners, Charles  Ahrens,  Chairman,  J.  A.  Barnd- 
well,  and  G.  A.  Morrison.  Other  officers  were: 
Begister  of  Deeds,  A.  Barnard;  Auditor,  A.  Buff'; 
Sheriff',  C.  E.  Moores;  County  Attorney,  Thomas 
Keating;  ami  Coroner,  E.  E.  Keating.  The  county 
seat  was  located  in  the  extreme  southeastern  part, 
just  opposite  Brainerd,  where  a court  house  was 
built  on  ground  donated  so  long  as  used  for  county 
purposes.  Not  long  after,  the  county  organiza- 
tion was  dissolved,  and  the  land,  with  the  build- 
ings, reverted  to  the  original  owners. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Bail  road 
on  Gull  river,  a village  and  station  have  sprung 
up,  where  Chase,  Pillsbury  & Co.  have  erected  a 
large,  elegant  lumber  mill,  and  are  doing  an  ex- 
tensive business  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber, 
lath  and  shingles.  They  also  have  an  interest  in  a 
sash,  door,  and  blind  factory,  with  Horr,  Heel  ye  ,V 
Co.  The  mill  has  a capacity  of  80,000  in  ten 


hours,  employing  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
and  the  factory  manufactures  $2,000  worth  of  goods 
monthly.  Both  enterprises  were  started  in  1880, 
the  first  named  company  taking  the  initiative- 
They  also  own  a large  general  stoic,  a" boarding- 
house, dry  house,  a lino  office  building,  and  over 
twenty  houses.  They  have  large  tracts  of  pine 
land  on  Gull  river  and  lake,  having  a steamer  on 
the  latter  for  running  rafts  of  logs  through  on  the 
way  to  their  mill.  The  railroad  station  was  estab- 
lished here  in  1880,  with  C.  E.  Woodruff,  Agent, 
who  was  succeeded  in  December  by  the  present 
Agent,  W.  H.  McMillen.  A Post-office  was  also 
established,  .with  Thomas  ,T.  Nary,  Postmaster.  In 
the  fall  of  1880,  Miss  Minnie  Taylor  taught  the 
first  school,  in  one  of  Chase,  Pillsbury,  k Com- 
pany’s buildings.  Since  the  time  mentioned,  Bev. 
B.  A.  Beard,  of  Brainerd,  has  held  religious  ser- 
vices semi-monthly;  and  a Sabbath  school  is  main- 
tained. The  village  owes  its  origin  and  growth  to 
the  linn  first  mentioned. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Ezra  Butler,  a native  of  Jennings  county,  In- 
diana, dates  his  birth  the  10th  of  March,  1850. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  September,  1872,  and 
was  employed  as  scaler  in  the  lumber  mills  at. Min- 
neapolis until  May,  1880.  Since  the  latter  date 
he  has  been  a resident  of  this  place,  in  the  employ 
of  Chase,  Pillsbury  & Co.,  first  in  the  lumber  yard, 
then  in  charge  of  the  dry  house,  and  since  April, 
1881,  overseer  of  the  Company’s  boarding  house. 
Miss  Frances  Hollister,  of  Indiana,  became  his  wife 
on  the  1st  of  October,  1867.  They  have  three 
children. 

Jonathan  Chase,  whose  birth  dates  the  1st  of 
January,  1819,  in  Sclav,  Maine,  furnishes  an  apt 
illustration  of  that  spirit  of  energy  and  persever- 
ance to  which  this  valley  owes  its  present  state  of 
development.  His  first  business  in  his  native 
State  was  lumbering,  to  which  lie  has  since  de- 
voted his  energies.  He  came  to  the  West  in  1854, 
and  entered  about  sixteen  thousand  acres  of  pine 
land  on  the  Chippewa,  St.  Croix,  Minomonee,  and 
Willow  rivers  in  Wisconsin.  The  following  year 
he  came  to  this  State  and  located  at  the  then 
scarcely  outlined  city  of  Minneapolis,  and  at  once 
formed  a partnership  with  S.  A.  Jewett,  engaging 
in  the  lumber  business.  The  firm  lumbered  on  the 
Bum  river  four  or  live  yearn,  then  dissolved  part- 
nership with  immense  liabilities.  Though  legally 
exempt  from  liabilities,  Mr.  Chase  sold  his  Wiseon- 
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sin  land,  paid  every  claim  against  him  in  full,  and 
commenced  anew.  For  a time  he  was  in  company 
with  Leavitt  and  Horr,  the  firm  name  being  Leav- 
itt, Chase  Xr  Co.;  but  in  August  1H7!),  entered  in- 
to the  present  partnership,  the  name  being  Chase, 
L’illsbnry  & On.,  and  by  his  untiring  energy  Iuih 
built  up  a nourishing  business.  Mr.  Ohase  was 
in  the  lower  house  of  the  Territorial  Legislature 
one  term,  a member  of  the  State  Constitutional 
Convention,  and  also  in  the  State  Senate  one  term. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Melissa  Pol- 
lard in  February,  1853.  They  have  had  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  living.  Our  subject 
spends  most  of  his  time  at  Gull  River  Station,  the 
family  occupying  a pleasant  home  in  East  Minne- 
apolis Corner  of  7tli  Street  and  Gtli  Avenue  South. 

Charles  E.  Gill  was  born  on  the  20th  of  June, 
1854,  in  Aurora,  Illinois,  where  he  received  his 
education,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  in 
1871.  He  afterwards  went  to  Chicago,  engaged 
in  the  hardware  and  notion  business,  then  to  Iowa, 
and  thence  to  Kansas,  spending  about  two  years 
in  each  place.  Five  years  of  his  life  have  been 
devoted  to  book-keeping,  and  his  present  position 
with  Chase,  Pillsbury  <fc  Co.  is  abundant  evidence 
of  his  proficiency.  He  went  to  Minneapolis  in 
about  1871),  was  employed  as  sealer,  and  part  of 
the  time  as  book-keeper  till  May,  1880,  when  he 
came  to  this  place  and  entered  upon  his  present 
position.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gill  with  Miss 
Ella  Thompson  occurred  on  the  22d  of  Septem- 
ber, 1875,  in  Aurora,  Illinois.  The  union  has  been 
blessed  with  one  child. 

Renselaee  C.  Leavitt,  a native  of  Cumber- 
land county,  Maine,  was  born  on  the  15th  of  May, 
1835.  His  father  was  a farmer  and  lumberman, 
and  in  those  occupations  our  subject  was  reared, 
lie  removed  to  Boston  soon  after  attaining  his 
majority,  and  was  associated  with  his  uncle  in  bus- 
iness. In  1803,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  locating  in 
St.  Anthony,  and  in  company  with  his  father  and 
brother-in-law,  engaged  in  lumbering.  In  1873, 
or  ’74,  under  the  the  firm  name  of  Todd,  Haven, 
and  Leavitt,  commenced  the  manufacture  of  Jum- 
ber  at  St.  Anthony  Falls,  the  firm  name  afterwards 
being  changed  to  Leavitt,  Chase  & Co.,  and  later 
the  mill  was  sold  to  Captain  John  Martin,  and  the 
lumber  yard  to  C.  1).  Haven.  Mr.  Leavitt  then 
entered  the  firm  of  Chase,  Pillsbury  & Co.,  of 
which  he  is  now  a member.  Ho  was  married  in 
Maine,  on  the  31st  of  August,  1851),  to  Miss  An- 
nette Barker.  They  had  one  child,  who  died  in 
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infancy.  Mr.  Leavitt’s  home  is  in  East  Minne- 
apolis, No.  425  Fourth  street,  South. 

William  H.  McMillan,  now  Station  Agent  at 
Gull  River,  is  a native  of  Danville,  Vermont, 
where  his  birth  occurred  February  Gth,  IHOO.  At 
the  age  of  fifteen  lie  came  to  Minnesota,  and  after 
attending  school  about  three  years  in  Minneapolis, 
entered  the  Insurance  ollice  of  his  brother,  P.  1). 
McMillen,  where  lie  remained  for  some  time,  after- 
ward learning  telegraphy.  He  then  entered  the 
service  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company ; 
first  as  operator  at  Valley  City,  from  which  place 
lie  came  to  Gull  River,  December  25th,  1880,  and 
has  since  been  in  charge  of  this  station. 

Horatio  N.  Seelye,  whose  birth  dates  June 
23d,  1828,  is  a native  of  St.  George,  New  Bruns- 
wick, where  his  attention  was  given  to  lumbering 
until  coming  to  this  State  in  185G.  He  first  located 
at  St.  Anthony,  then  farmed  one  year  about  nine 
miles  west  of  the  city,  after  which  he  commenced 
business  as  contractor  and  builder,  to  which  he 
devoted  his  energies  until  coming  to  this  place  in 
1880,  as  a member  of  the  manufacturing  firm  of 
Horr,  Seeyle  & Co.  The  firm  at  once  erected,  and 
now  operate  a sash,  door,  and  blind  factory,  in 
which  enterprise  they  have  been  eminently  suc- 
cessful. Mr.  Seelye  ivas  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Emma  Brockway,  of  New  Brunswick,  the 
ceremony  dating  June  1st,  1850.  Of  ten  children 
born  of  this  union,  nine  are  living.  Two  daugh- 
ters— the  oldest — are  married  and  living  in  Min- 
neapolis; the  others  still  share  the  parental  roof. 


BELTRAMI  COUNTY. 

Beltrami  county  bears  the  name  of  the  Italian 
explorer  of  that  name,  of  whom,  a sketch  has  been 
given  in  the  Thirty-fifth  Chapter  of  this  History, 
with  extracts  from  his  journal. 

The  county  was  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  18GG,  with  the  following  boundaries: 
“ Beginning  at  the  point  where  the  line  between 
ranges  thirty-eight  (38)  and  thirty-nine  (3!))  in- 
tersects the  lino  between  townships  one  hundred 
and  forty-two  (142)  and  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three  (143);  thence  northwardly  on  said  range 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  township  one  hundred 
and  fifty-four  (154)  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-live 
(155);  thence  east wardly  to  the  line  between  ranges 
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twenty-nine  (29;  and  thirty  (30),  or  to  the  nearest 
range  line  east  of  the  mouth  of  Turtle  River;  thence 
southwardly  on  said  range  line  to  the  centre  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  Mississippi  river;  thence 
up  the  ooutor  of  the  main  channel  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  ils  intersection  with  the  line  between 
townships  one  hundred  and  forty-two  (112) 
and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  (143);  thence 
westwardly  along  said  township  line  to  the 
place  of  beginning.”  By  the  census  of  1880,  it 
contained  ten  inhabitants. 

While  as  yet  it  contains  but  few  permanent  set- 
tlers, yet  for  years  it  has  been  frequented  by  In- 
dian traders.  Within  its  borders  is  a large  sheet 
of  water  known  as  Red  Lake.  Yerendrye,  the  ex- 
plorer of  the  country  by  the  chain  of  lakes  west 
of  Lake  Superior,  in  a sketch  prepared  in 
1737,  which  has  never  been  published,  and  still 
preserved  among  the  archives  of  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, marks  Red  Lake. 

In  1843,  missionaries  came  to  benefit  the  In- 
dians of  this  region,  of  whom  a notice  will  be 
found  in  the  Thirty -ninth  Chapter. 

Dr.  ,T.  G.  Norwood,  an  assistant  of  Owens,  the 
United  States  Geologist,  in  1847,  examined  this 
country.  In  his  report  he  writes:  “We  reached 

Red  Lake  on  the  24th  of  September,  and  were 
most  kindly  received  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayer,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright,  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Lewis  of  the 
mission  here. 

“ The  lake,  which  is  the  largest  of  all  the  small 
lakes  in  the  Territory,  being  about  thirty  miles  in 
ilia  meter,  is  a double  one.  It  is  divided  by  two 
long  peninsulas,  which  project  into  it  from  its  east- 
ern and  western  sides,  dividing  it  into  nearly  equal 
portions,  the  strait  connecting  them  being  about  two 
and  a half  miles  in  width.  I t contains  no  islands, 
ami  is  represented  as  being  very  shallow  in  pro- 
portion to  its  size.  Its  general  shape,  and  the  rel- 
ative position  of  the  two  divisions  can  be  better 
understood  by  consulting  the  map  than  from  any 
description  I can  give.  * * * * The  eastern 

peninsula  is  represented  as  being  the  site  of  In- 
dian gardens.” 

The  mission  which  was  established  in  this  place 
in  1843,  has  been  of  great  service  to  the  Indians. 
Under  the  instructions  and  example  of  the  mission- 
aries, and  by  their  assistance  a large  tract  of  land 
has  been  cleared  by  the  Indians,  in  which  they 
cultivate  fields  of  corn  and  potatoes.  Three  thou- 
sand bushels  of  potatoes  were  raised  by  them,  be- 
sides squashes,  and  other  vegetables  in  abundance. 


A number  of  the  Indians  have  good  log  houses; 
and  their  bark  lodges  are  larger  and  better  ap- 
pointed than  in  the  generality  of  Indian  villages. 

The  strip  of  fine  land  on  which  the  farms  are  situ- 
ated, is  about  eight  miles  long,  and  from  a quarter 
to  three  quarters  of  a mile  in  width,  and  is  situated 
along  the  north  shore  of  the  lake.  The  houses  of 
the  missionaries  are  good  and  comfortable,  and 
their  farm  is  kept  in  as  good  order,  and  is  as  well 
cultivated  as  any  farm  in  the  States.  It  is  really 
what  it  is  intended  to  be,  a “ model  farm,”  and  the 
happy  results  of  their  example  are  seen  all  around 
them  in  the  well  cultivated  fields  of  the  Indians 
and  the  excellent  cabins  of  many  of  them. 


ITASCA  COUNTY. 


Although  one  of  the  original  nine  counties  cre- 
ated by  the  Territorial  Legislature  of  1849,  Itasca 
county  is  still  unorganized,  and  almost  unsettled, 
the  census  report  of  1880  showing  but  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  persons  residing  within  its 
borders.  Notwithstanding  its  reduction  by  the 
organization  of  new  counties,  it  still  embraces  a 
large  area,  most  of  which  is  a dense  forest.  It  ex- 
tends from  Cass  and  Aitkin  counties,  south,  to  the 
British  Possessions,  north;  from  which  it  is  sepa- 
rated by  Rainy  Lake  and  Rainy  Lake  river,  Hew- 
ing from  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  finally 
mingling  its  waters  with  Lake  Superior.  St. 
Louis  county  forms  its  eastern,  and  Beltrami  and 
Pembina  its  western  boundary.  Lake  Winnibi- 
goshish  lies  partly  within  its  borders,  and  the  Bed 
Lake  Reservation  covers  several  thousand  acres  of 
its  territory  in  the  western  part.  Its  limited  pop- 
ulation is  composed  chiefly  of  trappers  and  lum- 
bermen. Only  a small  portion  of  the  territory 
has  been  surveyed,  and  it  is  destitute  of  recent 
history.  The  old  voyageurs  traversed  this  green- 
wood in  bygone  years,  in  search  of  furs,  encoun- 
tering dangers  and  privations  from  which  the 
present  generation  would  shrink  in  dismay.  Such 
of  these  events  as  are  chronicled  in  the  first  chap- 
ters of  this  volume  must  constitute  the  written 
history  of  Itasca  county,  until  the  march  of  im- 
provement shall  reduce  the  primeval  forests,  and 
transform  this  wilderness  into  a thriving  and  en- 
lightened community — the  fit  abode  of  man. 
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MILLE  LACS  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  CLIV. 

DESCRIPTION — ORGANIZATION EARLY  SETTLEMENT 

— FIRST  THINGS  — BROTTSBURG. 

Mille  Lacs  county  is  located  in  east  central  Min- 
nesota, and  is  about  fifty  miles  in  length,  north 
and  south,  with  an  average  width  of  fifteen  miles. 
It  is  partially  covered  with  heavy  pine  timber,  ex- 
cept a small  prairie  in  the  southeastern  part.  It 
has  an  area  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  square 
miles,  including  one-lmlf  of  Lake  Mille  Lacs, 
which  forms  its  northern  boundary,  leaving  the 
land  area  about  five  hundred  and  seventy  square 
miles.  It  is  drained  by  the  Rum  river;  the  east 
branch  being  the  outlet  of  Mille  Lacs  Lake,  which 
river  gathers  its  waters  and  winds  its  course 
through  the  entire  length  of  the  county,  flowing 
in  a southern  direction,  leaving  the  county  about 
three  miles  from  its  southeast  corner;  and  the 
western  branch  of  Rum  river,  rising  in  Benton 
county,  entering  the  county  from  the  west  about 
twelve  miles  from  its  south  line,  running  south- 
east, and  joining  the  east  branch  about  one  mile 
from  the  south  boundary  of  the  county.  Aside 
from  Mille  Lacs,  there  are  only  four  lakes  of  note 
in  the  county;  Ncssawue  and  Onamia  in  the  north 
and  Silver  and  Rice  lakes  in  the  southern  part. 
The  agricultural  efforts  are  confined  to  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  county.  The  soil  is  sandy,  though 
good,  producing  all  kinds  of  grain  grown  in  this 
part  of  the  State. 

The  exportation  of  timber  and  logs  is  carried  on 
to  considerable  extent.  The  timber  is  cut  and 
formed  into  rafts  during  the  fall  and  winter 
months,  and  during  the  spring  freshet  floated 
down  to  the  Mississippi,  and  thence  to  the  manu- 
facturing centers  along  its  banks. 

A portion  of  the  county,  comprising  about  two 
congressional  townships  on  the  south  shore  of 
Mille  Lacs  Lake,  is  occupied  by  a band  of  the 
Chippewa  Indians,  known  as  the  “ Mille  Lacs 


Band.”  They  ceded  the  land  to  the  Government 
in  1803,  but  reserved  the  right  of  possession  dur- 
ing good  behavior.  This  section  is  known  as  the 
Mille  Lacs  Indian  Reservation.  The  locality  is 
well  suited  to  their  peculiar  habits,  affording  them 
ample  opportunity  to  fish  and  hunt.  These  rich 
pine  forests  have  excited  the  cupidity  of  lumber 
speculators,  who  have  urged  their  removal  to  the 
White  Earth  Reservation.  There  are  about  seven 
hundred  in  the  Band. 

Organization. — All  that  part  of  Mille  Lacs 
county  lying  west  of  the  west  branch  of  Rum 
river  was  a part  of  Benton  county,  organized  by 
the  Territorial  Legislature  in  1849,  but  detached 
and  made  a part  of  Mille  Lacs  on  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  latter.  That  part  lying  east  of  the 
above  named  branch  was  afterwards  embraced  in 
the  unorganized  county  of  Mille  Lac. 

In  1858,  the  Territory  becoming  a State,  Hon. 
Joseph  B.  Carpenter  was  chosen  to  represent  this 
district  in  the  first  State  Legislature.  Through 
his  exertions,  assisted  by  J.  L.  Cater  and  others, 
an  act  was  approved  on  the  20th  of  March,  1858, 
for  the  organization  of  a new  county,  to  be  known 
as  Monroe,  comprising  the  old  county  of  Mille 
Lac,  and  a small  portion  of  Benton  and  Isanti 
counties,  fixing  the  county  scat  at  Princeton.  The 
law  of  the  State  required  each  of  the  counties  af- 
fected by  the  change  to  ratify  the  act  at  the  polls, 
which  Isanti  county  failed  to  do  by  two  votes. 
This  effort  failing,  the  inconvenience  of  going  to 
Sauk  Rapids  and  Little  Falls,  for  all  county  bus- 
iness, aroused  the  people,  and  they  became  alive 
to  the  importance  of  organizing  a new  county. 
After  some  canvassing,  another  effort  was  made  by 
Messrs.  Samuel  Ross  and  Joseph  L.  Cater,  which, 
after  a long  struggle  on  their  part  at  St.  Paul,  in 
the  winter  of  1859  GO,  resulted  in  an  act  of  the 
legislature  organizing  a new  county  to  be  called 
Mille  Lacs.  It  became  necessary  to  organize  the 
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old  county  of  Millo  Lac,  before  un  election  could 
bo  bold.  For  this  purpose  a special  bill  was  se- 
cured, and  Dexter  C.  Payne,  B.  F.  Whitney,  and 
George  Bocklioven  were  appointed  County  Com- 
missioners of  Millo  Lao  county,  and  limy  in  turn 
appointed  the  other  ollioers.  All  the  counties  af- 
fected by  the  change,  concurred  in  the  action,  and 
the  new  county  of  Mille  Lacs  was  organized  with 
Princeton  as  the  county  seat. 

The  first  election  was  held  in  18G0,  by  which 
the  following  ollioers  were  elected:  Joseph  L. 
Cater,  Chairman,  Samuel  Orton,  and  S.  C.  Moses, 
County  Commissioners;  William  W.  Payne,  County 
Auditor  and  Register  of  Deeds;  S.  M.  Byers, 
Clerk  of  Court;  William  McCauley,  Sheriff;  E.  J. 
Whitney,  County  Treasurer;  Samuel  Ross,  Judge 
of  Probate;  and  S.  M. Byers,  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
The  first  term  of  court  was  held  in  the  summer  of 
I860,  Judge  Vanderburg,  of  Minneapolis,  presid- 
ing. This  term  was  held  in  what  was  known  as 
the  “Old  Quarters  Building.”  It  is  said  there 
were  but  two  cases,  and  the  Judge  dispatched  the 
business  in  half  a day  and  left  the  same  afternoon 
for  Minneapolis. 

Early  Settlement. — The  first  white  man  to 
visit  this  county  was  Father  Hennepin,  in  1680, 
who  spent  several  days  in  the  valley  of  the  Rum 
river,  then  passed  up  to  Lake  Mille  Lacs.  No 
other  white  man,  except  some  of  the  early  explor- 
ers and  missionaries,  are  known  to  have  visited 
this  county  until  about  tho  year  1818,  when  Dan- 
iel Stanclitield,  of  St.  Anthony  Falls,  came  up  the 
river  with  others  in  a bateau  on  a pine  log  and 
lumber  expedition.  Nichols  and  others  followed 
on  the  same  enterprise  the  next  year.  David  Day, 
in  the  winter  of  1855-56,  brought  his  wife  into 
the  pineries,  who  was  the  first  white  woman  in  the 
county.  The  first  claim  made  was  by  A.  B.  Da- 
mon in  1851,  covering  the  present  town  site  of 
Princeton.  During  the  same  year  Henry  Joues 
with  his  family  became  residents  of  the  vicinity. 
The  first  frame  dwrelling  was  built  in  185G  by 
Hazen  Weeks  near  the  southeast  corner  of  tho 
county. 

The  first  store  was  opened  by  George  and  John 
Oxnord  in  a building  erected  by  Dr.  V.  Fell. 

Tho  paper  town  of  Brot.tsburg  was  located  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  section  one, and  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  twelve,  town  thirty-eight, 
range  twenty -seven.  It.  was  platted  by  'I'.  II. 

Barrett  in  1857,  and  recorded  on  tho  IGth  of  .Ian 
uary,  1857.  No  trace  can  be  found  of  the  town, 


though  a large  hotel  was  erected  there  in  an  early 
day,  and  visited  frequently  by  lumbermen  when 
in  this  county. 


VILLAGE  OF  PRINCETON. 

CHAPTER  CLV. 

DESCRIPTION EARLY  SETTLEMENT — INDIAN  TROUB- 
LES OF  18G2 BRIDGES MILLS SCHOOLS 

CHURCHES—  MASONIC  — POST-OFFICE FIRE  DE- 
PARTMENT  NEWSPAPERS. 

The  village  of  Princeton  was  laid  out  and  plat- 
ted by  Hon.  Samuel  Ross,  James  W.  Gillam,  Dor- 
ilius  Morrison,  John  S.  Prince,  and  Richard  Chute, 
in  the  fall  or  winter  of  1855,  and  the  plat  recorded 
on  the  19th  of  April,  185G,  at  the  office  of  the 
Register  of  Deeds  in  Benton  county.  A.  B.  Da- 
mon laid  out  a portion  of  his  claim  adjoining  the 
original  plat  on  the  south,  which  is  known  as 
Damon’s  Addition,  in  the  summer  of  1858.  Sub- 
sequently, Cater’s,  Murray’s,  Dunham’s,  and  High- 
land’s Additions  were  added.  The  village  con- 
tinued as  a center  of  lumbering  interest  for  many 
years,  without  any  formal  village  organization.  It 
was  incorporated  in  1877,  and  the  first  election  held 
in  the  month  of  March  of  that  year,  at  which  the 
following  officers  were  elected : C.  II.  Bines,  Presi- 

dent; F.  M.  Campbell,  I.  S.  Mmlgett,  and  T.  H. 
Caley,  Trustees;  S.  L.  Staples,  Recorder;  D.  H. 
Murray,  Treasurer;  Charles  Keith  and  S.  M.  Jus- 
tice, Justices  of  the  Peace;  and  William  Martin, 
Constable. 

Early  Settlement. — The  first  shanty  built 
within  the  limits  of  Princeton  was  in  1849,  and  oc- 
cupied by  a mulatto,  known  by  the  name  of 
“Banjo  Bill,”  who  kept  a “stopping  place.”  This 
shantystood  near  the  old  elm  tree,  in  the  rear  of 
the  North  Star  Hotel.  The  next  shanty  and  first 
real  place  of  entertainment,  was  kept  by  Charles 
Whitcomb  and  Mr.  Dunton,  in  1854,  who  occupied 
it  a short  time,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
A.  B.  Damon,  who  ranked  as  the  first  permanent 
white  settler  of  the  place.  The  following  year, 
Messrs.  Damon  and  Allen  farmed  the  land  now 
occupied  by  the  town,  which  was  probably  the 
first  farming  of  any  importance  done  in  the  (anili- 
ty. Early  in  185G,  Hon.  Samuel  boss  completed 
his  log  hotel,  which  was  immediately  opened  to 
the  public.  This  was  known  as  the  Princeton 
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House.  About  this  time  Thomas  troubling  also 
opened  the  American  House. 

The  first  frame  building  in  the  village  was  tho 
Oxnord  store,  now  owned  by  IF.  13.  Cowles  & Co., 
and  used  as  a store  room.  The  next  was  the 
dwelling  house  of  Dr.  V.  Dell,  removed  about  18711, 
from  Benjamin  Soule’s  lot  in  block  nine,  and  now 
occupied  by  John  AV.  Dimmick. 

About  this  date  Princeton  began  to  assume  the 
proportions  of  a business  place.  H.  B.  Cowles, 
B.  F.  Whitney,  and  John  Bines  were  in  the  mer- 
cantile business.  The  first  blacksmith  shop  was 
built  in  1856,  by  Samuel  Ross,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  James  Roundtree,  the  first  mechanic  in 
this  lino  in  the  place,  who  was  soon  followed  by 
Mr.  Hamilton.  The  new  North  Star  Hotel  was 
built  in  1868.  The  financial  crisis  of  1857,  run- 
ning through  several  years;  the  grasshopper 
scourge  of  the  same  date,  leaving  a poor  people 
in  almost  destitute  circumstances,  caused  “blue 
times”  in  this  county.  Flour  and  sugar  were  to 
be  used  only  on  the  most  important  occasions. 
Most  of  tin-  people  were  glad  if  they  could  secure 
even  corn  meal  and  venison  to  HatiHfy  the  wants 
of  the  inner  man.  Notwithstanding  the  general 
scarcity,  the  people  were  not  disheartened,  nor 
would  they  be  driven  from  their  homes. 

During  the  civil  war  a sufficient  number  of  men 
volunteered  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  Union,  so 
that  no  draft  was  made.  The  entire  number  of 
inhabitants  at  that  time  did  not  exceed  three  hun- 
dred, and  less  than  one  hundred  men  were  able  to 
bear  arms. 

When  other  settlements  were  fleeing  to  St.  Paul 
and  Minneapolis  in  anticipation  of  an  attack  by 
the  murderous  Sioux,  the  inhabitants  of  this  county 
organized  and  erected  a stockade  at  Princeton,  to 
which  the  settlers  resorted  and  held  themselves  in 
readiness  in  case  of  a surprise.  The  Mille  Lacs 
band  of  Ohippeways  remained  friendly,  and  no 
depredations  by  the  hostiles  were  committed  in  the 
county.  Several  companies  of  Tnfantry  and  Cav- 
alry were  also  sent  at  different  times  to  guard  the 
town. 

Mills.  — In  1850,  William  F.  Dunham  and  others 
built  the  first  steam  saw  mill.  It  had  a capacity 
of  six  thousand  feet  in  ten  hours.  This  mill  was 
burned  about  four  years  alter  its  erection.  It  is 
said  Messrs.  William  Carmody,  John  ( lleasoii,  mid 
Jana'S  Dimmick  sawed  a portion  of  the  lumber 
used  in  the  erection  of  this  mill  with  a common 
whip-saw. 


The  next  was  built  by  Samuel  Ross  in  1858. 
This  was  a water  mill,  with  a capacity  of  three 
thousand  feet  in  ten  hours.  The  third  was  built 
by  Benjamin  Soule  in  1807,  and  has  a capacity  of 
fifteen  thousand  feet  of  lumber,  ami  fifteen  thou- 
sand shingles  in  ten  hours;  it  is  run  by  a forty 
horse-power  engine. 

The  first  flour-mill  was  built  in  1870,  by  Ben- 
jamin Soule.  It  is  a water  mill  with  a capacity  of 
twenty  barrels  per  day.  There  is  another  mill 
about  one  and  a quarter  miles  up  the  stream;  built 
in  1808,  by  J.H.  Allen, with  a capacity  of  twenty  bar- 
rels per  day.  B.  F. Whitney  built  a feed  mill  in  1875) 
which  is  run  by  a twenty  horse-power  engine,  with 
a daily  capacity  of  ten  tons. 

Schools. — In  1850,  the  first  school  house  in  the 
county  was  built  in  the  town  of  Princeton.  Tho 
money  was  secured  by  subscription.  The  first 
school  taught  was  a three  months’  term  in  the 
winter  of  1850,  by  James  M.  Dayton.  Terms  of 
three  months  were  held  in  this  building  each  year 
until  1858,  when  the  first  school  district  was  formed. 
The  records  show  that  at  a meeting  of  the  citi- 
zens on  tho  20th  of  November,  1858,  Joseph  D. 
Morris,  Franklin  Libby,  and  Albert  B.  Damon 
were  elected  Trustees;  and  John  H.  Allen,  Clerk. 
In  1859,  the  school  was  supported  by  private  sub- 
scriptions. In  1801,  district  number  two  was  set 
off  from  district  number  one.  In  1807,  the  pres- 
ent school  house  was  erected  on  the  corner  of  Cen- 
tral Avenue  and  Third  Street,  at  a cost  of  $3,009; 
but  this  is  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  demands 
of  the  present,  and  a more  commodious  build- 
ing is  contemplated. 

There  are  eight  districts  in  the  county,  and  ten 
schools  are  in  operation  during  the  regular  terms. 
There  are  fifteen  teachers,  and  four  hundred  and 
thirty-three  scholars  enrolled.  The  salaiies  paid 
for  the  last  school  year  amounted  to  $1,709.88, 
and  tho  total  value  of  school  property  was  $4,800. 

CHUitonES. — The  First  Congregational  Church 
was  organized  by  Rev.  Royal  Twitehell,  in  August 
1850,  with  thirteen  members.  The  subsequent 
pastors  were  L.  C.  Gilbert,  A.  V.  House,  C.  A. 
Hampton,  S.  Ollenshan,  C.  C.  Reed,  M.  Storms,  and 
D.  Henderson.  The  church  was  erected,  and  ded- 
icated on  the  lfith  day  of  March,  1873;  the  pres- 
ent membership  is  sixteen. 

The  Methodist  Fpiseojml  church  was  organized 
in  the  year  1857,  with  seven  members,  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Hooper,  and  the  church  was  built  the  same 
year.  Rev.  S.  H.  Adams  held  services  in  private 


Vi'  . 


• Mi  ?{,)!,! 

I<X  'ti  Hi'  • - i!<]  . : ) l>;,  .f  j.<|  C.  ).«> 

-d  4 :i.-i  j;£r?(.!  kv.y  I<  otitxs  y.l-t  ,Ofiv  ( •<  ( ; 

' I’'1'.  (0  ' Sic* ' 1 ' -'LJ  j : Jl  . ! • 

1 i i :s  ,;•>  . '•*  ,,  i.f  ’ i ’ 

’■ ' " : . ' 

■ 1 ' ‘111 

■ i:  ' i .*  ■ ..'V  • t| 

■ 

h ."It  > /-  . . - : • j 

'!•  1 1 *‘>  -■  I-I.  ■ an  ' /.  'tj  : ,V,  -r  ' 


' ‘ ; - V • ■>!  ■ ■ ' •"  ■,  <•.  f 

■' 'i-'-  : ■:  "i  1 .YS'U««tf>  ' ! :;i,  **  nsr.i 

' i 

■ i £ Ji"i  • £ r c!*.  Ilttf:..  .•(ilia  ■ 

.i  ) . . it:  ,J. 

f-  'W.i  41  i \ti  . it  . tit  ■ ; ! .(  L : : L lUlr.iltOj  ti  V 'M  mi 

1 ' I ' ' r | | J.  ' i . ( L | 1 , 


6G6 


HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


bouses  before  the  church  was  erected.  The  first 
service  in  the  church  was  held  in  the  fall  of  1857. 

Masonic. — Fraternal  Lodge  No.  92,  A.  F.  and 
A.  M.,  was  organized  under  dispensation,  on  the 
25th  of  March,  1871.  The  first  officers  were:  John 
Parker,  W.  M.;  Hilas  L.  Staples,  B.  YV. ; Alexander 
Young,  <T.  \V. ; W.  A.  Dorr,  Treas. ; If.  M.  Jameson, 
Sec.;  J.  Kollinson,  S.  D. ; C.  Morehouse,  J.  D. ; N. 
M.  Smith,  S.  S. ; and  James  A.  Prince,  Tyler.  The 
charter  w:ts  granted  on  the  10th  of  January,  1872. 

Post-Office. — The  first  Post-office  was  estab- 
lished in  1856,  and  Mr.  Boss  took  the  contract  to 
convey  the  mail  to  and  from  Anoka  once  a week. 
The  first  Postmaster  was  O.  E.  Garrison.  The 
subsequent  Postmasters  have  been  J.  L.  Cater, 
John  H.  Allen,  David  E.  Golden,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Cun- 
ningham, George  D.  Loring,  and  Newell  A.  Boss, 
the  present  incumbent.  This  office  recievesa  daily 
mail  by  stage,  from  Elk  Biver. 

Fire  Department. — The  Princeton  Engine  Com- 
pany No.  1,  was  organized  on  the  28th  of  May, 
1881,  with  the  following  officers:  Henry  Webster, 
Foreman;  T.  H.  Caloy,  1st  Asst.;  C.  II.  Bines,  2d 
Asst.;  J.  L.  Brady,  Sec.;  and  Charles  Keith,  Treas. 
They  have  provided  themselves  with  an  Engine, 
Hose,  and  all  the  necessary  equipments;  the  cost 
of  the  outfit  being  about  #2,000.00. 

Newspapers. — The  first  newspaper  to  connect 
Princeton  with  the  outer  world  and  supply  the  de- 
mands of  a growing  spirit  in  civilized  life,  was 
“ The  Princeton  Appeal,”  published  by  William 
M.  Quigley.  The  first  number  appeared  in  the 
mouth  of  December,  1873.  Mr.  Quigley  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  S.  Brocklehurst  in  May,  1875,  who 
discontinued  the  paper  the  following  spring.  B. 
C.  Dunn  commenced  the  publication  of  “ The 
Princeton  Union  ” in  December,  1876,  which  he 
still  continues.  It  is  published  on  Thursday  of 
each  week,  and  is  a six  eolum  quarto  sheet. 

Bank  of  Princeton. — This  place  of  business 
was  established  on  the  1st  of  March,  1880,  by 
Cochran,  Clark,  & Pratt,  who  sold  it  to  C.  H. 
Bines,  F.  M.  Campbell,  and  G.  J.  Bowden,  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1881.  A general  banking  business 
is  transacted,  and  the  officers  arc:  President,  F. 
M.  Campbell;  Vice-President,  C.  II.  Bines;  and 
Cashier,  G.  J.  Bowden. 

PRINCETON  TOWNSHIP. 

This  town  comprises  the  whole  county  outside 
of  Greenbush  and  Milo,  and  was  organized  in 
1857,  with  J.  L.  Cater,  C.  W.  Houston,  and  Elias 
Pratt  as  Supervisors;  John  H.  Allen,  Town  Clerk;  , 


Dr.  V.  Fell  and  H.  M.  Atkins,  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  This  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  river, 
and  formed  a part  of  Benton  county. 

The  town  of  East  Princeton,  Millo  Lao  county, 
was  organized  by  the  County  Commissioners  on 
the  9th  of  March,  1860,  bounded  as  follows:  All 

that  portion  of  township  thirty-six  north  of  range 
twenty -six  west,  that  lies  east  of  the  main  channel 
of  Bum  river,  according  to  the  Government  sur- 
vey. The  first  annual  meeting  was  held  at  the 
office  of  the  Begister  of  Deeds,  on  the  3d  of  April, 
1860.  The  officers  elected  were:  Supervisors,  E. 
J.  Whitney,  Chairman,  S.  M.  Moses,  and  Charles 
Lindeke;  Clerk,  W.  W.  Payne;  Treasurer,  B- 
F.  Whitney;  Assessor,  George  Bockhoven;  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace,  W.  W.  Payne  and  Benedict 
Hipler;  Constables,  D.  C.  Payne  and  Jacob  Haber- 
meyer. 

After  the  formation  of  Mille  Lacs  county,  the 
town  of  East  Princeton,  by  a vote  of  the  people 
in  accordance  with  an  order  of  the  board  of 
County  Commissioners,  disorganized,  and  its  ter- 
ritory was  annexed  to  the  town  of  Princeton,  since 
which  time  it  has  been  one  township. 

The  general  characteristics  of  the  county  de- 
scribe the  township.  Its  soil  is  good,  and  the  har- 
vests as  certain  as  in  any  part  of  the  State. 

The  timber,  both  pine  and  hardwood,  is  unex- 
celled in  quality.  There  arc  some  excellent 
meadow  lands,  affording  large  quantities  of  hay, 
and  pasturage. 

As  an  agriculturing  district,  this  town  combines 
all  that  is  of  advantage  in  the  county.  The  agri- 
cultural report  of  1880,  furnishes  the  following  fig- 
ures: wheat,  6,180  bushels;  oats,  4,18-1  bushels; 
corn,  10,821  bushels;  barley,  36  bushels;  rye,  1,107 
bushels;  buckwheat,  112  bushels;  potatoes,  298 
bushels;  beans,  112  bushels;  sugar-cane,  304  gal- 
lons; wild  hay,  1,600  tons;  wool,  506  pounds; 
butter,  16,050  pounds;  and  honey,  400  pounds. 

The  cultivated  area  of  1881  is  2,578  acres. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Almon  P.  Barker,  one  of  the  leading  attorneys 
and  representative  men  of  Millo  Lacs  county,  was 
born  at  Naples,  Cumberland  county,  Maine,  on  the 
lltli  of  August,  1846.  Ho  was  reared  on  a farm, 
and  provided  witli  such  educational  facilities  as 
were  furnished  by  the  common  and  high  schools 
of  the  locality,  with  a few  terms  at  Bridgton  Acad- 
emy and  one  term  at  Westbrook  Seminary.  In 
i 1864,  he  commenced  teaching  school  during  (lie 
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winter  months,  and  followed  that  occupation  more 
or  less  until  after  settling  in  Princeton  in  1873. 
lie  came  to  Minnesota  in  18(!8,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  Mar  the  following  year,  but  returned  to 
Maine  in  1870,  and  was  in  business  at  Ellsworth 
for  some  time.  In  the  spring  of  1873,  lie  returned 
to  Minnesota,  and  after  being  employed  as  book- 
keeper for  Farnham  it  Lovcjoy  at  Minneapolis,  for 
six  months,  came  to  Princeton  and  occupied  the 
position  of  Principal  of  the  graded  schools  during 
the  school  year.  In  July,  1874,  he  opened  a law 
ollice,  and  has  been  in  active  practice  ever  since. 
In  the  same  year  he  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  Schools  for  Mille  Lacs  county,  and  elected 
Town  Clerk  and  Judge  of  Probate,  holding  the 
former  ollice  four  years,  and  the  latter,  two  years. 
In  1876,  he  was  an  independent  republican  candi- 
date for  Representative  in  the  State  Legislature, 
but  defeated  by  seventeen  votes.  In  1877,  he  re- 
ceived the  regular  republican  nomination  for  State 
Senator,  which,  however,  he  declined.  Tn  1878,  he 
was  elected  County  Attorney,  and  re-elected  in 
1880.  Mr.  Marker  is  also  largely  interested  m the 
real  estate  business,  lie  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Olive  Ross,  daughter  of  the  late  Samuel 
Ross,  Esq.,  of  Princeton,  on  the  13th  of  July, 
1876. 

Joseph  L.  Beady,  also  a prominent  lawyer  of 
Princeton,  was  born  at  New  Lebanon  Springs, 
Columbia  county,  New  York,  on  the  14tli  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1849.  When  lie  was  seven  years  old  the 
family  came  to  Minnesota,  and  settled  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Palmer,  Sherburne  county. 
Ho  attended  the  St.  Cloud  Institute,  where  ho 
graduated  in  1866,  and  subsequently  pursued 
classical  studies  under  a private  tutor  until  1868. 
lie  commenced  writing  for  the  public  press  in 
1869,  contributing  valuable  articles  to  the  “Min- 
nesota Monthly  ” and  “ St.  Paul  Pioneer,”  besides  a 
number  of  eastern  and  local  journals;  also  a series 
of  articles  entitled  “ Sketches  and  Incidents  of 
Western  Life,”  which  appeared  in  the  “Gleaner,” 
and  were  afterwards  republished  in  pamphlet  form. 
From  1874  to  1877,  he  was  Principal  of  tjie 
graded  school  at  Payncsville,  Stearns  county, -and 
on  the  19th  of  September,  1878,  was  admitted  to 
the  Bar  as  an  attorney,  at  Princeton,  where  he  is 
now  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Mr.  Brady  has  taken  quite  a prominent 
part  in  jmblie  allairs  since  settling  here,  and  is 
now  County  Superintendent  of  Schools,  and  also 
Village  Attorney  of  Princeton.  Miss  Mary  J. 


Keuely  became  his  wife  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1873. 

Samuel  M.  Byers,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Princeton,  was  born  on  the  9th  of  November,  1828. 
lie  came  to  Princeton  from  New  York  in  18.r>7,  his 
family  being  the  first  to  arrive  after  the  town  site 
was  laid  out.  He  took  a claim  on  sections  twen- 
ty-two and  twenty-three,  township  thirty-six, 
range  twenty-six  west;  where  he  resided  two  years, 
having  erected  a house  in  the  village  in  the  mean 
time,  to  which  he  then  removed.  Mr.  Byers  was 
the  first  Clerk  of  the  Court  in  Mille  Lacs  county. 
Ho  taught  the  second  school,  and  until  1874, 
spent  a considerable  portion  of  his  time  in  that 
occupation.  Since  the  latter  date,  he  has  carried 
on  the  mercantile  business,  his  annual  sales  now 
amounting  to  $12,000. 

An  due  w J.  Bullis  was  born  in  Knox  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  year  1844.  The  family  removed  to 
Indiana  when  Andrew  was  a child,  where  he  grew 
to  manhood  and  learned  the  carpenter  trade.  He 
came  to  Princeton  in  1866,  and  after  following 
his  trade  until  1879,  opened  a wagon  shop,  which 
he  now  carries  on,  making  a specialty  of  job  work. 

Charles  L.  Bray  dates  his  birth  at  Freeman, 
Maine,  in  the  year  1830.  When  a child,  the  fam- 
ily removed  to  Dover,  where  Charles  lived  until 
1853  and  came  to  Minnesota.  After  spending 
four  years  at  lumbering  in  Minneapolis,  he  came 
to  Baldwin,  Sherburne  county,  and  settled  on  a 
farm,  where  he  remained  for  three  or  four  years, 
lie  then  removed  to  Princeton,  and  was  engaged 
in  lumbering  two  years,  after  which  he  settled  on 
his  present  farm  in  section  eleven.  Mr.  Bray  has 
been  twice  married;  first  to  Miss  Hannah  P.  Chase 
in  1856,  who  died  after  two  years  of  wedded  life. 
His  present  wife  was  Miss  Mary  Mudgett,  chosen 
on  the  24th  of  March,  I860.  They  have  been 
blessed  with  two  children. 

Robert  D.  Byers,  a son  of  Samuel  Byers,  was 
born  in  New  York,  in  Mai'cli,  1850.  He  came  to 
this  State  with  his  parents  when  seven  years  old, 
and  lived  at  home  until  1874,  when  he  took  a trip 
to  California  and  was  engaged  in  lumbering  there 
for  one  year  and  a half.  Returning  thence  to 
Princeton,  ho  made  that  his  residence  until  1878, 
when  he  moved  to  his  present  farm  on  section 
seven. 

George  Bockiioven,  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Mille  Lacs  county,  was  born  in  New  York  in  the 
year  1818.  He  came  to  Princeton  with  his  family 
in  1856,  and  settled  on  a farm  on  section  thirteen. 
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Ho  was  married  in  his  native  State  to  Miss  Sophia 
Brooks,  the  event  taking  place  in  1850.  Of  nine 
children,  the  result  of  thin  union,  seven  are  living; 
Nanny  M.,  deorge  LL,  John  1*’.,  Lafayette  ]).,  Cora 
JO.,  Leonard,  and  Lemuel. 

Francis  M.  Camphell  is  a native  of  Maine,  and 
was  born  in  the  year  1837.  His  father  kept  a 
hotel  and  Francis  was  reared  in  that  occupation 
until  1857,  when  he  went  to  California  and  remained 
six  years  west  of  the  llooky  Mountains,  engaged  in 
mining  and  lumbering.  Returning  to  his  native 
State  he  enlisted  in  the  Eighteenth  Maine  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  serving  one  year.  After  his  dis- 
charge he  came  to  Minnesota,  in  1866,  and  re- 
mained one  year  in  Minneapolis,  coming  thence  to 
Princeton,  where  he  has  since  lived.  His  first 
business  venture  here  was  the  purchase  of  the 
American  House,  which  he  conducted  until  1879, 
and  sold  to  Henry  Webster,  the  present  proprietor. 
Mr.  Campbell  is  President  of  the'  Bank  of  Prince- 
ton, and  for  the  last  six  years  has  been  Treasurer 
of  Mille  Lacs  county.  He  also  carries  on  a liv- 
ery stable  and  does  quite  an  extensive  logging 
business. 

John  W.  Cormack  was  born  in  Illinois  in  the 
year  1816.  He  is  one  of  the  very  early  pioneers 
of  Minnesota,  having  visited  the  present  site  of 
Stillwater  as  early  as  1841.  As  early  as  1848,  he 
commenced  rafting  lumber  down  the  St.  Croix  and 
Mississippi  rivers  to  St.  Louis,  following  that  oc- 
cupation most  of  the  time  until  1874.  He  settled 
at  St.  Anthony  in  1859,  and  made  that  place  his 
home  until  his  removal  to  Princeton  in  1874.  Al- 
though nearing  the  threescore  and  ten  years  gen- 
erally allotted  to  man,  Mr.  Cormack  still  retains 
much  of  his  youthful  vigor,  and  spends  a great 
portion  of  his  time  logging  and  lumbering,  and 
exploring  the  wilds  of  this  northern  country. 

IIiuam  B.  Cowi, us  dates  his  birth  at  Greene, 
Chenango  county,  New  York,  on  the  1st  of  April, 
1835.  When  a child,  the  family  removed  to  Steu- 
ben county,  where  Hiram  resided  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  Minnesota,  and 
was  chirk  in  a banking  house  at  St.  Anthony  for 
some  time.  In  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Min'- 
nesota  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  two  months 
was  transferred  to  the  position  of  clerk  in  the 
Quartermaster  department  at  Fort  Snelling,  where 
he  remained  about  one  and  a half  years.  He 
came  to  Princeton  in  1863,  and  established  a mer- 
cantile business  which  he  still  carries  on,  having 
one  of  the  most  extensive  establishments  in  the 


village.  He  also  carries  on  a logging  business 
during  the  winter  months,  employing  about  twen- 
ty-live men.  Mr.  Cowles  has  also  taken  quite  an 
active  part  in  public  allairs  since  coming  to  Prince- 
ton; ho  has  been  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  and 
is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  Treasurer  of  the 
township,  and  his  fifth  term  as  school  district 
Treasurer. 

Daniel  A.  Caley  is  a native  of  Canada,  and  was 
born  on  the  15th  of  August,  1849.  When  quite 
young  the  family  removed  to  Janesville,  Wiscon- 
sin, where  Daniel  resided  until  1864,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  Forty-seventh  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
then  went  to  Cresco,  Iowa,  and  learned  the  tin- 
ner’s trade,  and  in  1868,  came  to  Minnesota.  Af- 
ter remaining  a few  months  in  St.  Paul  he  came  to 
Anoka,  and  followed  his  trade  until  coming  to 
Princeton  in  1870.  He  at  once  opened  a hardware 
store  here,  being  associated  with  Fitch  & Smith  of 
Anoka,  as  partners.  In  1871,  his  brother  entered 
the  firm,  and  in  1873,  Daniel  disposed  of  his  inter- 
est to  Robert  M.  Neely,  and  in  July  of  the  follow- 
ing year  engaged  in  the  drug  business  which  he 
still  continues.  Mr.  Caley  has  held  the  Position 
of  Register  of  Deeds  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
is  now  serving  his  fifth  term  as  Clerk  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court. 

Joseph  L.  Cater  was  born  in  Barrington,  New 
Hampshire,  on  the  28tli  of  March,  1828.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  in  1855,  came 
to  Princeton,  but  returned  to  Maine  the  same  fall. 
Coming  again  to  Minnesota  in  the  spring  of  1856, 
lit'  took  a claim  in  Baldwin  township,  Sherburne 
county,  and  also  erected  a house  in  Princeton  the 
same  year.  He  disposed  of  both  those  claims  in 
1862,  and  has  since  lived  on  his  present  farm, 
which  consists  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
and  adjoins  the  village  of  Princeton. 

Martin  V.  B.  Cater  is  also  a native  of  Bar- 
rington, New  Hampshire,  and  was  born  on  the 
15th  tif  August,  1831.  He  was  reared  to  farming 
pursuits,  and  in  1857,  came  to  Minnesota  and  was 
engaged  in  freighting  between  St.  Paul  and  Prince- 
ton for  a few  months.  In  the  same  fall  he  took 
a claim  in  Baldwin  township,  Sherburne  county, 
where  he  lived  for  eleven  years.  He  then  sold  his 
farm  and  removed  to  Princeton  township,  where 
he  now  owns  five  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  over 
two  hundred  of  which  are  under  cultivation. 

Andrew  J.  Cater  was  born  in  Brunswick, 
Maine,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1828.  When  quite 
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young  the  family  removed  to  Barrington,  New 
Hampishire,  where  Andrew  lived  on  bin  father's 
farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  Ho  then  went 
to  Massachusetts  and  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade* 
which  was  his  occupation  until  coming  to  Prince- 
ton in  1807.  Mr.  Cater  has  since  resided  on  a 
farm  located  on  section  thirty,  and  containing  two 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  of  which  upwards  of  one 
hundred  are  under  cultivation. 

William  A.  Caiimody  is  a native  of  Ireland, 
and  was  born  in  the  year  1829.  He  came  to 
America  in  1851,  and  after  spending  one  year 
each  in  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  came  to  Minnesota. 
He  remained  in  St.  Anthony  two  years,  being  em- 
ployed in  the  erection  of  the  suspension  bridge, 
and  also  lumbering  and  farming.  In  1855,  he 
came  to  Princeton  and  selected  his  present  farm  on 
section  thirty-two,  where  he  erected  a house  and 
moved  the  following  year.  Mr.  Carmody  has  a 
fino  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Edwaiid  W.  Cater  is  a son  of  Martin  V.  B. 
Cater,  and  was  born  in  Barrington,  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1855.  When  he  was  two  years  old  the 
family  removed  to  Minnesota,  and  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  years  at  school  in  Minneapolis,  resided 
at  home  until  1875,  when  he  bought  a farm  of 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  located  on  sec- 
tions twenty-three  and  twenty-four,  where  he  now 
lives. 

Geo  nun  W.  1)  unton  dates  his  birth  in  Oldtown, 
Maine,  on  the  25th  of  February,  1830.  In  early 
life  he  learned  the  trade  of  brick-mason,  and  was 
afterwards  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lime 
and  brick.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1856,  and 
after  a three  years  stay  in  Minneapolis,  went  to 
St.  Cloud  and  lived  until  1870.  He  then  came  to 
Princeton  and  opened  a brick-yard  about  two 
miles  north  of  the  village,  which  he  has  recently 
sold  to  his  son,  Francis  E.  Dun  ton,  and  opened 
another  about  one  mile  and  a quarter  east  of  the 
village.  Mr.  Dunton  manufactured  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  brick  during  the  year  1880. 

Rom:  nr  C.  Dunn,  editor  and  proprietor  of  tlio 
“ Princeton  Union,”  was  born  in  county  Tyrone, 
in  the  North  of  Ireland,  on  the  14th  of  February, 
1855.  His  parents  were  of  Scotch  descent,  and 
members  of  the  Established  Church  of  England. 
Robert  attended  a National  school  regularly  until  he 
was  fifteen  years  old,  in  all  about  ono  hundred 
months  of  school  days,  lie  was  then  apprenticed 
in  a dry  goods  store  in  Londonderry,  Ireland,  but 


after  serving  six  months,  the  business  being  dis- 
tasteful to  him,  he  took  “French  leave”  and  came 
to  America,  making  his  way  alone  to  friends  in 
Wisconsin,  in  April,  1870.  The  following  winter 
he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  soon  after  to  Vicksburg, 
Mississippi,  and  spent  six  months  as  clerk  for  a 
railroad  contractor.  Returning  to  St.  Louis,  ho 
entered  the  office  of  the  “Missouri  State  Atlas,” 
with  the  intention  of  learning  the  printer’s  trade, 
for  which  he  had  long  cherished  a desire.  After 
the  campaign  of  1872,  the  “Atlas”  suspended,  and 
Robert  entered  the  office  of  the  “Industrial  Age,” 
and  later,  the  “Journal”  office,  where  he  finished  his 
apprenticeship!.-  He  continued  his  journalistic  labors 
there  until  January,  1876,  when  he  was  prostrated 
by  piartial  piaralysis,  and  suffered  severely  for  four 
months.  For  the  benefit  of  his  health  he  came  to 
Minnesota,  where  he  soon  partially  recovered,  and 
on  the  30th  of  December,  by  the  kind  assistance 
of  friends,  he  issued  the  first  number  of  the  “Prince- 
ton Union.”  He  was  then  less  than  twenty-two 
years  old,  and  pirobably  the  youngest  editor  in  the 
State.  Since  then  the  “ Union”  has  steadily  in- 
creased in  popularity,  and  under  his  management, 
has  attained  an  extensive  circulation  in  Mille 
Lacs  and  the  adjoining  counties  of  Sherburne  and 
Isanti,  and  will  compare  favorably  with  any  coun- 
try newspaper  in  the  State.  Mr.  Dunn  is  well 
liked  by  the  pieopile  of  Princeton,  irrespective  of 
piarty,  and  his  papier  is  noted  for  its  piolitical  iude- 
pendence,  although  the  editor  is  a republican. 

A lise lit  B.  Damon,  the  oldest  living  settler  of 
Mille  Lacs  county,  was  born  in  Troy,  Maine,  on 
the  4tli  of  June,  1824.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in 
1852,  and  after  remaining  one  winter  about  five 
miles  north  of  the  piresent  city  of  Minneapiolis, 
came  to  Princeton,  and  made  the  first  claim  on  the 
site  of  the  puvsent  village.  “Banjo  Bill”  and  one  or 
two  others  had  been  here  before,  but  did  not  make 
claims.  The  former  had  built  the  first  shanty,  and 
Mr.  Damon  built  the  second,  a log  house  which  still 
stands  in  the  rear  of  the.North  Star  House.  Thero 
was  no  settler  nearer  Mr.  Damon  than  Elk  River,  on 
the  ]\Iississi[)])i.  In  1855,  ho  sold  his  claim  to 
j Samuel  Ross,  and  selected  the  quarter  section  ad- 
; joining  his  first  claim  on  the  Houth,  a portion  of 
which  ho  has  since  surveyed  and  platted,  and  is 
now  known  as  Damon’s  addition  to  Princeton.  In 
1802,  Mr.  Damon  enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  three  years. 
On  returning  from  the  army  he  settled  in  section 
eighteen,  Baldwin  township),  Sherburne  county, 
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whore  lie  now  lives  on  a fine  farm  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres. 

John  W.  Dimmiok,  also  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Princeton,  was  born  in  Tompkins,  Delaware  comi- 
ty, New  York,  on  the  29th  of  August,  1818. 
When  lie  was  twelve  years  old  the  family  removed 
to  Livingston  county,  and  five  years  later,  to  Alle- 
gany county,  where  John  lived,  being  engaged 
at  the  carpenter  trade  and  as  a millwright  until 
1855.  He  came  to  Minnesota  in  the  fall  of  the 
latter  year,  and  in  January,  1856,  came  to  Prince- 
ton and  took  a claim  on  section  twenty-nine.  He 
lived  with  Mr.  Boss  during  the  winter,  and  in  the 
spring,  built  a house  on  his  claim,  and  on  the  ar- 
rival of  his  family  from  New  York,  took  posses- 
sion of  it,  and  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
His  wife  was  Miss  Cynthia  Payne,  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  of  seven  children  born  to  them,  five  are 
living.  His  son,  William  W.  Dimmick,  is  also  a 
resident  of  Princeton.  He  was  born  at  Ossian, 
New  York,  in  the  year  1844,  and  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents.  He  owns  and  operates  a farm 
in  Isanti  county. 

Charles  E.  Foster,  whose  place  of  nativity  is 
in  the  state  of  Maine,  was  born  in  the  year  1848. 
He  is  a son  of  William  Foster,  one  of  the  pioneer 
lumbermen  on  the  St.  Croix  river.  He  came  to 
Minnesota  with  the  family  when  quite  young,  and 
was  reared  in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  has 
followed  through  life.  Mr.  Foster  came  to  Prince- 
ton in  1872,  and  carries  on  a logging  business 
about  thirty-five  miles  above  the  village. 

E.  C.  (tile,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Addison,  Steu- 
ben county,  New  York,  on  the  9tli  of  September, 
1836.  After  taking  the  usual  preparatory  courses, 
he  entered  the  Bennett  Medical  College  at  Chi- 
cago, where  he  graduated  in  1870.  Ho  prac- 
ticed medicine  four  years  at  Cambridge,  Isanti 
county,  but  lias  since  resided  at  Princeton  in  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession. 

Thomas  Goulding,  deceased,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  in  this  region,  was  born  in  England,  but 
became  a resident  of  Ohio  in  1830.  He  came  to 
Minnesota  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and  spent  the  ! 
summer  in  making  the  road  from  St.  Paul  to 
Leech  Lake.  The  following  spring  he  settled  in 
Isanti  county,  and  after  a residence  of  two  years, 
came  to  Princeton  and  purchased  the  property  on 
which  the  American  House  now  stands.  There 
was  then  a small  house,  10x24  feet,  standing  on 
the  premises,  which  was  soon  replaced  by  the 
American  House,  Mr.  Goulding  conducting  it  un- 


til its  sale  to  F.  M.  Campbell  in  1867.  The  sub- 
ject of  our  sketch  died  at  Princeton  in  the  year 
1875. 

John  W.  Goulding,  a son  of  the  subject  of  the 
last  brief  memoir,  was  born  at  Pomeroy,  Ohio,  in 
the  year  1845.  He  came  to  this  State  in  youth, 
and  was  reared  with  his  father  in  the  hotel  busi- 
ness. He  is  a resident  of  Princeton,  and  engaged 
in  farming  and  lumbering. 

Albion  P.  Harmon  was  born  in  Foxcroft,  Maine, 
on  the  17th  of  April,  1832.  He  was  raised  on  a 
farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  went  to 
learn  the  slater’s  trade,  which  was  his  occupation 
for  a number  of  years.  In  1859,  he  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, and  was  engaged  in  lumbering  and  min- 
ing there  and  in  Nevada,  until  1862,  when  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  State.  After  farming  there 
for  ten  years,  he  came  to  Princeton  and  has  lived 
here  ever  since.  He  has  been  Deputy  Sheriff  of 
Mille  Lacs  county  for  the  last  two  years. 

Arthur  F.  Howard  is  a native  of  Brownville, 
Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  and  was  born  in  the 
year  1847.  He  came  to  Princeton  in  1865,  and 
has  been  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  this 
locality  nearly  ever  since.  During  the  years 
1872  -73,  he  was  in  California,  also  engaged  in 
lumbering.  His  present  field  of  operations  is 
about  thirty  miles  up  the  east  branch  of  Bum 
river.  Mr.  Howard  takes  quite  an  interest  in  pub- 
lic affairs,  and  is  serving  his  third  term  as  Sheriff 
of  the  county. 

Floyd  H.  Hatcher  dates  his  birth  in  Virginia, 
on  the  10th  of  September,  1835.  He  came  to 
Iowa  in  1853,  and  after  farming  there  for  three 
years,  came  to  Minnesota  and  settled  at  St.  Peter. 
After  a residence  of  four  years  in  that  locality, 
during  which  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  team- 
ing, ho  came  to  Princeton  and  took  a homestead  on 
section  five.  He  removed  to  Blue  Hill,  Sherburne 
county,  five  years  later,  but  soon  returned  to  his 
present  residence  on  section  twenty. 

Jonas  11.  Hill  was  born  in  New  Brunswick  in 
1830.  He  came  to  the  state  of  Maine  when 
twelve  years  old,  but  returned  to  his  native  Prov- 
ince at  the  age  of  nineteen,  and  was  lumbering 
and  farming  for  four  years.  He  came  to  Minne- 
sota in  1853,  and  settled  in  Langola,  Benton 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1861,  when  he  en- 
listed in  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  three  years.  Ho  returned  to  Princeton 
in  1864,  and  has  followed  lumbering  most  of 
the  time  since.  Mr.  Hill  owns  a good  farm  of 
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one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  about  two  miles  east 
of  the  village. 

John  C.  Hatch  is  a native  of  Newcastle,  Maine, 
and  was  born  on  the  5th  of  October,  1828.  He 
learned  the  trade  of  ship-carpenter  when  a young 
man,  and  followed  that  occupation  until  1855, 
when  ho  came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  what 
is  now  the  town  of  Milo,  about  ten  miles  north- 
west of  Princeton,  being  one  of  the  first  three 
settlers  in  that  town.  Three  years  later  he  came 
to  Princeton,  and  was  employed  at  the  carpenter 
trade  here  for  seven  years,  after  which  he  took  a 
homestead  and  followed  the  plow  for  live  years. 
Then,  after  a four  years  further  sojourn  in 
Princeton,  he  removed  to  Anoka,  but  in  1877, 
again  returned  to  Princeton,  where  he  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  carpenter  business.  Mr.  Hatch  was 
married  on  the  25th  of  June,  1854,  to  Miss  Mar- 
tha A.  Hilton,  of  Jefferson,  Maine.  They  have  four 
children. 

Nelson  E.  Jesmer  was  born  in  Franklin  coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania,  on  the  25th  of  May,  1840.  He 
came  to  Princeton  in  I860,  and  was  employed  on 
a farm  when  not  attending  school,  for  about  four 
years.  He  then  engaged  as  clerk  in  the  store  of 
H.  B.  Cowles,  and  after  an  experience  of  four 
years  behind  the  counter,  opened  a general  store 
on  his  own  account,  which  ho  now  conducts,  doing 
an  annual  business  of  $30,000. 

Charles  Keith  is  a native  of  Farmington, 
Franklin  county,  Maine.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion at  the  High  School  and  Farmington  Acad- 
emy, and  came  to  Princeton  in  January,  1873. 
Mr.  Keith  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
county,  and  has  tilled  a number  of  responsible 
positions.  He  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
1875,  and  Probate  Judge  in  1876,  both  of  which 
positions  he  has  hold  ever  since.  He  was  also  As- 
sessor for  several  years,  and  census  enumerator  in 
1880.  In  addition  to  his  public  labors  he  is  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  and  real  estate  business. 
Miss  Eva  Smith,  also  a native  of  Maine,  became 
his  wife  in  October,  1874. 

Peter  Kiuirke  was  bom  in  Prussia  on  the  18th 
of  December,  1820.  He  was  engaged  in  the  mftn- 
ufaeturo  of  furniture,  and  carpenter  work  in  his 
native  country.  In  1865,  lie  came  to  America,  and 
soon  after,  settled  in  this  township,  where  he  owns 
a good  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Ho 
was  married  in  1851,  to  Miss  Louisa  Gerth,  who 
has  borne  him  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing. The  eldest  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Wil- 


helm, of  St.  Paul,  and  the  others  reside  at  home. 

Charles  E.  Leonard,  one  of  Minnesota’s  ear- 
liest pioneers,  was  born  in  Worthington,  Hamp- 
shire county,  Massachusetts,  on  the  25th  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1810.  His  father  died  when  he  was  but 
four  years  old,  and  his  mother  supported  herself 
and  two  children  until  1817,  by  teaching  school. 
She  then  married  Aljfiious  Nichols,  who  removed  to 
Rodman,  Jefferson  county,  New  York,  then  a new 
and  sparsely  settled  country.  When  fourteen  years 
of  age,  Charles  went  to  live  with  a widowed  sister 
of  his  step-father,  and  aided  by  her  son,  who  was 
four  years  his  junior,  carried  on  her  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  lady  then 
gave  him  one  hundred  dollars  in  cash,  and  suf- 
ficient clothing  to  last  three  years.  He  then  went 
to  Louisville,  New  York,  and  hired  to  Judge  I.  W. 
Bostwick,  a lawyer  who  carried  on  a large  farm,  to 
take  charge  of  it  for  one  hundred  and  thirty -two 
dollars  per  year,  out  of  which  he  was  enabled  to 
save  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars.  Remained  in  his 
employ  two  years,  and  then  rented  the  farm,  but 
gave  it  up  soon  after.  He  next  conducted  a farm 
of  his  own  for  three  years,  but  finding  that  his 
health  had  been  injured  by  hard  labor,  gave  up 
farming.  He  next  run  a hotel  at  Depauville,  but 
continued  poor  health  obliged  him  to  give  it  up  also. 
Leaving  his  family  with  his  mother,  Mr.  Leonard 
started  west,  and  in  1846,  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Hancock  county,  Illinois,  his  family 
following  him  the  next  spring.  Finding  the  cli- 
mate still  unfavorable  to  health,  he  again  sought 
a home,  further  north.  He  embarked  on  the 
steamer  Highland  Mary,  and  came  to  Stillwater, 
which  he  found  to  be  a very  desirable  place,  and 
began  making  preparations  to  stay,  and  opened  a 
store  in  a building  rented  of  Hr.  Carli. 

In  the  latter  part  of  December,  he  received  a 
letter  from  his  wife,  saying  their  little  girl  was 
very  sick  and  not  expected  to  live.  Locking  up 
the  store,  and  giving  the  key  to  Dr.  Carli,  in  the 
bitter  cold  winter  lie  started  on  foot  for  Illinois. 
After  much  suffering  ho  reached  his  family  a few 
days  before  his  child  died,  having  traveled  over 
three  hundred  miles,  sleeping  at  night  on  the  snow 
covered  ground.  In  the  spring  of  1848,  he  brought, 
his  family  to  their  new  home,  to  find  that  in  his 
absence,  his  property  had  been  almost  entirely  de- 
stroyed by  tire.  He  then  bought  a set  of  carpen- 
ter’s tools,  and  went  to  work  at  two  dollars  per 
day,  meanwhile  building  a house  for  himself,  by 
| working  mornings  and  evenings.  Mr.  Leonard, 
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as  Sheriff  of  St.  Croix  county,  opened  the  first 
court  in  Stillwater,  Judges  Goodrich  and  Cooper 
presiding.  In  1849,  he  moved  to  St.  Anthony,  was 
Territorial  Treasurer  from  1854,  to  1857,  and  was 
a member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in  the 
latter  year.  He  then  removed  to  Point  Douglas 
and  built  the  Leonard  House,  which  he  kept  un- 
til 1862,  and  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota 
Mounted  Hangers,  and  was  among  the  first  to  go 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  Ridgely,  remaining  in  the  ser- 
vice fifteen  months.  He  then  returned  to  Point 
Douglas,  sold  his  hotel,  and  erected  a fine  resi- 
dence which  was  his  home  until  1877.  Then  went 
to  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  but  after  two  years,  returned 
to  Minnesota  and  settled  in  Isanti  county,  and  in 
September,  1880,  came  to  his  present  home  in 
Princeton.  Mr.  Leonard  is  Justice  of  the  Peace 
in  this  village,  an  office  that  he  has  held  almost 
continuously  since  coming  to  the  Territory.  He 
was  married  on  the  1st  of  January,  1885,  to  Miss 
Catharine  Sendes,  of  Louisville,  New  York.  They 
have  had  three  sons  and  one  daughter;  James  E. 
and  George  Y.,  are  living. 

George  D.  Luring  was  born  in  Yarmouth, 
Maine,  on  the  25tli  of  May,  1835.  His  father  was 
a carpenter,  and  with  him  George  learned  the 
trade.  He  came  to  Anoka,  Minnesota,  when 
twenty  years  old,  and  thence,  one  year  later,  to 
Spencer  Brook,  Isanti  county.  lie  followed  farm- 
ing there  until  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Sec- 
ond Minnesota  Cavalry,  serving  two  years  and 
one  month.  Returning  from  the  army,  he  came 
to  Princeton  and  engaged  in  the.  lumber  business, 
which  he  still  continues;  his  field  of  labor  being 
on  the  Rum  river,  about  thirty-five  miles  north  of 
Princeton.  In  1880,  Mr.  Luring  formed  a part- 
nership with  II.  C.  Head,  and  under  the  firm  name 
of  Head  & Luring,  engaged  in  the  mercantile 
business.  The  firm  do  a business  of  about  #20,- 
000  annually. 

Isaiah  S.  Muimjett  is  a native  of  Penobscot 
county,  Maine,  where  his  birth  occurred  June  7th, 
1839.  After  receiving  a liberal  education  at  En- 
field, in  his  native  State,  he  came  to  Point  Doug- 
lass, Minnesota,  arriving  in  October,  1858.  In 
1865,  lie  came  to  Princeton,  and  the  same  year 
was  elected  Auditor  of  Mille  Lacs  county,  which 
ollice  he  has  since  held,  except  four  years,  from 
1870  to  1874. 

George  Mahoney  was  born  in  Atkinson,  Maine, 
on  I lie  8th  of  April,  1823.  lie  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  which  he  followed  till  1852, 


when  he  removed  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  mercantile  business.  Since  1874,  Mr. 
Mahoney  has  bceu  a resident  of  Princeton,  where 
he  owns  a billiard  hall. 

Mkjiiael  Mahoney  was  born  in  Ireland,  in 
1845.  He  came  to  America  when  eleven  years  of 
age,  and  resided  in  New  York  City  till  1861,  since 
which  time  he  has  lived  in  Princeton.  During  the 
first  six  years  of  his  residence  here,  he  was  em- 
ployed on  farms  and  in  the  lumber  woods,  but 
since  1867,  has  owned  a farm  in  section  thirty-one, 
on  which  he  still  lives. 

John  McMinn,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  born  in 
1830.  He  came  to  America  in  1846,  worked  at  the 
blacksmith  trade  in  Ogdensburg,  New  York,  until 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-second  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  serv- 
ing eighteen  months.  After  his  discharge,  he  re- 
turned to  New  York,  and  was  employed  at  black- 
smithing  till  1865.  Then  came  to  Princeton,  and 
for  several  years  was  engaged  at  his  trade.  In 
1873,  Mr.  McMinn  purchased  a farm  in  section 
nineteen,  and  now  owns  about  seven  hundred  acres 
in  that  locality. 

Samuel  Miller  is  a native  of  Trumbull  county, 
Ohio,  born  on  the  3d  of  July,  1848.  When  he  was 
six  years  old,  his  parents  moved  to  Monroe  county, 
thence  to  Washington  county,  and  in  1868,  to  An- 
oka county,  Minnesota,  where  they  now  reside. 
Our  subject  was  employed  in  his  uncle’s  mill  in 
Ohio,  and  since  1872,  has  been  head  miller  in  the 
flouring  mill  at  Princeton. 

Robert  M.  Neely  was  bom  in  Washington 
county,  Indiana,  on  the  12th  of  April,  1832.  He 
lived  on  a farm  until  moving  to  Marion,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business,  fol- 
lowing it  for  five  years.  Then,  with  a Government 
surveying  party,  was  in  Minnesota  and  Dakota  for 
six  years.  In  1858,  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  re- 
sided on  a farm  in  Muscatine,  till  1870,  when  he 
came  to  Princeton.  For  two  years  Mr.  Neely  was 
engaged  in  the  milling  business,  but  since  then,  in 
company  with  Thomas  II.  Caley,  has  been  dealing 
in  hardware  and  agricultural  implements.  They 
have  a fine  store  28x60  feet,  a waroroom  for  agri- 
cultural implements  28x70  feet,  and  carry  a stock 
of  #15,000,  doing  a business  of  $100,000  annually. 

Richard  B.  Newton,  a native  of  England,  was 
born  in  the  year  1826.  He  learned  the  machinist 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  till  coming  to  America 
in  1867.  Game  directly  to  Minnesota,  locating 
on  a farm  in  Isanti  county.  In  1871,  he  came  to 
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Princeton  and  has  since  boon  engaged  in  the 
butcher  business,  in  connection  with  which,  in 
October,  1880,  he  opened  a general  merchandise 
store,  and  carries  a stock  of  $3,500. 

Herman  Neuman  is  a native  of  Germany,  but 
came  to  America  when  a child,  lie  was  a resident 
of  Iowa,  first  living  in  Clinton,  where  he  learned 
the  blacksmith  trade,  then  in  Decorah  until  com- 
ing to  Minnesota  in  1878.  His  first  two  years  in 
this  State  were  spent  in  Minneapolis,  then  came 
to  Princeton,  where  he  has  since  conducted  a gen- 
eral blacksmith  shop. 

J.  W.  Nokes  was  born  in  Lake  county,  Illinois 
on  the  2d  of  January,  1857.  He  is  a son  of  ltufus 
Nokes,  who  came  to  Princeton  in  1869.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  owns  a farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  section  six,  in  Wyanetle, 
Isanti  county,  on  which  he  has  lived  since  1878. 

Leonard  Pratt  is  a native  of  Foxcroft,  Pisca- 
taquis county,  Maine,  born  on  the  13th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1825.  He  resided  on  a farm  till  eighteen 
years  of  age,  then  for  thirteen  years  engaged  in 
the  lumber  business  and  exploring  pine  lands. 
Since  1856,  Mr.  Pratt  has  made  his  home  in 
Princeton  and  devoted  his  time  to  exploring  and 
surveying  pine  lands,  having  traveled  over  a large 
portion  of  this  section  of  the  country. 

James  M.  Price  is  a native  of  Marion  county, 
Ohio,  born  in  the  year  1855.  There  he  learned 
the  trado  of  carpenter  and  builder,  at  which  ho 
was  employed  till  1879.  Came  to  Princeton  in 
the  latter  year,  and  has  since  been  engaged  at  his 
trade. 

Caleb  J.  I’inkiiam,  a native  of  the  town  of 
Munson,  Ohio,  was  born  on  the  lOtli  of  July,  1843. 
When  he  was  a child  the  family  removed  to  Wis- 
consin, whore  our  subject  remained  till  1861,  when 
he  enlisted  in  the  Twelfth  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
serving  till  the  close  of  the  war.  Came  to  Prince- 
ton in  1867,  and  located  a farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  in  section  thirty,  which  has  since  been 
his  home. 

Addison  G.  Plummer  was  born  in  the  year 
1830,  in  Montgomery  county,  Virginia.  Tn  1862, 
he  removed  to  Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of  the 
following  year,  enlisted  in  the  Nineteenth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry;  was  discharged  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  service,  (three  years)  and  re-enlisted  in 
Battery  B,  First  I llinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  serv- 
ing I ill  the  close  of  the  war.  Mr.  Plummer  came 
to  ITineeton  in  1868,  and  has  since  devoted  his 
time  to  various  occupations. 


Newell  A.  Ross  was  born  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1845,  spending  his  early  life  on  a farm.  In 
1864,  he  sailed  in  a merchantman,  and  spent 
three  yoars  on  the  sea.  On  his  return,  he  worked 
two  years  in  the  Portsmouth  navy-yard,  in  Kitlery, 
Maine.  Then  came  to  Princeton,  and  for  seven 
years  was  employed  at  the  carpenter  trade.  In 
1876,  Mr.  Ross  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
the  following  year  Postmaster,  and  has  held  both 
offices  ever  since. 

George  M.  Reynolds,  a native  of  Lumberville, 
Clearfield  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  born  on  the 
11th  of  March,  1853.  He  was  reared  on  a farm 
and  when  ten  years  of  age  came  to  Dakota  county, 
Minnesota,  where  he  followed  farming  till  1872. 
Then,  after  living  in  Missouri  for  a time,  ho  went 
to  Jefferson  county,  Pennsylvania,  ayd  was  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business  six  years.  In  1879, 
Mr.  Reynolds  returned  to  Minnesota  and  entered 
the  employ  of  a Fire  and  Marine  Insurance  Com- 
pany in  St.  Paul,  and  in  a few  months  was  sent  to 
Princeton  as  agent  for  the  Company.  Associated 
with  him  as  partner,  is  J.  L.  Brady,  and  in  June, 
1880,  they  opened  a restaurant,  which  they  operate 
in  connection  with  the  Insurance  business. 

Joseph  A.  Ross  is  a native  of  Jefferson,  Maine, 
his  birth  dating  the  22d  of  September,  1829.  He 
received  his  education  at  the  Waterville  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1856,  and  has  since 
devoted  the  greater  portion  of  his  time  to  teaching 
school.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  1869,  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1876,  and  has  since  divided  hit;  time 
between  the  practice  of  law  and  school  teaching. 

Sylvester  Russell  was  bom  on  the  6th  of 
July,  1833,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  where  he  was 
reared  on  a farm.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  1856, 
and  located  on  a farm  in  Hastings,  remaining  till 
1870.  Then,  after  living  on  a farm  in  Baldwin, 
Sherburne  county,  six  years,  he  came  to  Prince- 
ton, where  ho  owns  a home,  and  works  in  the  flour- 
ing mills. 

Charles  II.  Rines,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  region,  was  born  in  Maine,  on  the  1st  of  De- 
cember, 1842.  His  parents  came  to  Princeton  in 
1856,  and  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  our 
subject  enlisted  in  the  First  Minnesota  Volunteer 
Infantry.  After  serving  three  years  he  returned 
to  Princeton,  and  when  twenty-live  years  of  age, 
opened  a general  mercantile  establishment,  which 
he  has  since  continued,  lie  has  also  been  in  the 
lumber  business  for  the  past  six  years,  with  Leon- 
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a rd  Pratt  as  partner.  During  the  season  they  em- 
ploy about  fifty  men. 

Hon.  Samuel  Ross,  deceased,  was  born  near 
Fairfield,  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  on  the  22d 
of  August,  1812.  He  was  educated  at  the  com- 
mon schools  and  at  the  Western  Reserve  College, 
Ohio,  but  on  account  of  ill  health  did  not  gradu- 
ate from  the  latter  institution.  He  came  west 
soon  after  leaving  college,  and  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Illinois.  In  1839,  removed  to  Mar- 
ion, Linn  county,  Iowa,  where  he  acquired  consid- 
erable property,  and  married  Miss  Mary  Vaughn 
on  the  12th  of  December,  1841.  Two  daughters 
were  born  to  them;  Myra,  the  elder,  died  in  early 
girlhood;  and  Olive,  now  Mrs.  A.  P.  Baker,  re- 
sides in  Princeton.  Some  time  after  his  marriage, 
Mr.  Ross  moved  to  Hazel  Green,  Wisconsin. 
About  1846,  he  returned  to  Marion,  where  the 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1851.  The  following 
year  he  engaged  in  buying  cattle  and  horses  in 
Iowa,  and  selling  them  in  Minnesota.  He  soon 
after  settled  in  St.  Anthony,  (now  East  Minnea- 
polis) and  in  1855  came  to  Princeton  and  pur- 
chased from  Albert  B.  Damon  his  squatter’s  right 
to  the  land  now  comprising  a part  of  the  town 
site  of  Princeton.  The  following  year  (1856)  he, 
in  company  with  John  S.  Prince,  Dorilius  Morri- 
son, Richard  Chute,  and  James  W.  Gillam,  platted  ; 
and  laid  out  the  town.  Although  others  had  kept 
“ stopping  places,”  Mr.  Ross  was  the  first  to  open 
a hotel  in  this  county,  and  continued  in  this  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  Until  1869,  he  was  in  the 
old  Princeton  House,  a large  log  hotel  substan- 
tially built,  sided  up  and  painted;  but  in  the  latter  | 
year,  ho  completed  the  North  Star  Hotel,  a large  I 
three  story  frame  building,  with  thirty  sleeping  1 
rooms. 

j 

It  was  Mr.  Ross  who  built  and  operated  the  first 
mill,  and  blacksmith  shop  in  this  county.  He  also 
run  an  express  between  Princeton  and  St.  An- 
thony for  the  convenience  of  passengers,  and  car- 
ried the  first  mails.  In  1859,  lie  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  Justice,  of  Marion, 
Iowa,  who  survives  him.  Mr.  Ross  was  an  active 
business  man,  and  upon  the  organization  of  Mille 
Lac  county  in  I860,  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Ram- 
sey, Judge  of  Probate,  lie  also  held  other  ofli- 
cial  positions,  always  acceptably,  and  in  1868,  rep- 
resented this  district  in  the  State  Legislature. 
Early  in  life  lie  was  a prominent  anti-slavery  man, 
even  when  to  be  an  abolitionist  was  to  be  unpopu- 
lar with  the  clergy.  Mr.  Ross  was  an  early  advo- 


cate of  total  abstinence,  and  foremost  in  church 
matters.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  first 
Congregational  church  at  Marion,  Iowa,  and  also 
at  St.  Anthony  and  Princeton,  the  one  at  St.  An- 
thony being  (it  is  thought)  the  first  of  that  de- 
nomination in  this  State.  II is  health  was  never 
the  best,  but  his  mind  was  active,  and  before  it  be- 
came impaired,  he  was  distinguished  in  the  locali- 
ties in  which  he  lived  as  a public  debater,  and  was 
a man  of  quite  decided  literary  tastes.  About 
1873,  he  suffered  a stroke  of  paralysis,  since  which 
time  his  faculties  gradually  failed,  resulting  in 
softening  of  the  brain,  causing  his  deatli  on  the 
9th  of  October,  1881. 

Benjamin  Soule  was  born  on  the  16th  of 
March,  1820,  in  Piscataquis  county,  Maine,  where 
he  was  reared,  and  when  old  enough,  became  en- 
gaged in  the  lumber  business.  In  1854,  came  to 
Minnesota,  remained  three  years  in  St.  Anthony, 
then  to  Princeton.  In  1867,  he  built  a steam  saw- 
mill, with  a thirty  horse-power  engine  and  a capa- 
city for  cutting  10,000  feet  per  day.  This  mill 
was  operated  till  May,  1881,  when  it  was  torn 
down  and  a larger  one  built,  the  latter  being  situ- 
ated about  eighty  rods  below  the  junction  of  the 
east  and  west  branches  of  the  river,  and  is  noticed 
elsewhere.  Mi'.  Soule  also  built  a flouring  mill  in 
1870,  which  he  operated  till  June,  1874,  and  sold 
to  J.  T.  D.  Sadley,  the  present  owner.  Our  sub- 
ject has  served  as  County  Attorney  several  years, 
since  his  residence  in  this  town. 

John  T.  D.  Sadley  was  born  in  the  year  1834, 
in  England,  where  he  was  reared  to  Agricultural 
pursuits.  Came  to  America  in  1852,  residing 
three  years  in  Ohio,  then  to  Minnesota  in  1856, 
locating  a farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
in  Becker,  Sherburne  county,  which  he  still  owns. 
Since  1874,  Mr.  Sadley  has  been  a resident  of 
Princeton,  having  in  that  year  purchased  the 
ilouring  mill  of  B.  Soule,  which  he  still  operates. 
He  also  owns  a mill  about  a mile  and  a half  up 
the  west  branch  of  Rum  river. 

G.  J.  Sovvden,  son  of  William  Sowden,  a resi- 
dent of  Anoka,  is  a native  of  Massachusetts.  The 
family  came  to  Minnesota  when  our  subject  was 
but  a child,  and  located  in  Stillwater,  where  he 
resided  most  of  the  time  till  coming  to  Princeton 
in  1880.  In  that  year  the  Princeton  Bank  was 
established  by  Cochren  & Clark,  with  Air.  Sowden 
as  cashier;  but  in  April,  1881,  the  proprietors  Hold 
to  the  present  owners,  Mr.  Sowden  being  cashier 
and  part  owner. 


. L'a1A?uoi  vv''Vo'-v.  ' i wx.-'i  'V'  H/wyy.v.nv 


. • >|  < ’ j i ’ '■>!' ’■  '•  - ■ r-hi 

,i  , ; . ■•il  . loh-'  >L  ■ i!uvnh  ' ' '• 

. . ;,|ii  ,1!  .•♦)!•») I |!'J  I 1 ;?.••«!} 

, ...  a>  • - i ■ /;• 

ii;, i .’■■a.rii  ":i  t,-1  !'■!•'«  .i 1 1 ’ ' iii  ’’ 

, '■■■■.,  ' u 

■ 

t . , ,,  u 1 .'•■v  tb<'"  ,-ni  i ,fi 

' i it  ■ aii'-  ' nrii  ■ > a i -i  - tv  ft-nf!’ 


1 

. ’ ^ ! •’ 

- roi . -iw 

,t , ;■  ;.n  V:  id 

L-iu  . i v .dai  - 11  ' .-a 


\ : V.nj'  and  ' f ■ , :t\  ■!.  Vi-  ! .-,,1  ,-i- 

>(  ••  .i.  -j  lli.j ;•>?  \-rr  ,«ii'fub  .•  i lo  *nh’-  ;'■•••  , 

•mn  ..oiii.  V>  ■:!  «w  • »< it  j 

d • ■ • , , t«f«  Jr.f- 

1 ■ ‘>j  -I- 

•| I ! . , " Mi  ) ' 1 ! lV  • -i:'  l*M  >",l  M-  •'  j 

* I 1 ‘ f 


i !vin  U\,,.i  ilM  ■ - l " a 1 . ■ ■ 

■ !,/,  , . ■«  /!!<>  > i : 

■ 

j - i|  j : " tn  i'1  likal  , K ; • i V .:3ti  i1'  ’> 

,,vi  ,8  . a ffivi  3 ...( i .1  li  . -jviv  jiia  V.il  v , ; vol 
, i : - . -.r  I i b !>  ,■'-•‘11 

q , i.  . - m.  -J>  . la'') 

■ | • ■ . . ,,  : V i ‘ ■’  } ( • * 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 


c>7r> 


Reed  E.  Sanford  in  a native  of  Livingston 
county,  Now  York,  born  in  the  year  1844.  At  the 
ago  of  fourteen  years,  he  removed  to  Pennsylvania, 
whom  ho  was  engaged  in  farming  until  hoonlislod 
in  the  Second  United  Slates  (lavalry,  and  nflor  a 
service  of  three  years  returned  to  I’ennsy Ivaniii. 
Came  to  Princeton  in  1870,  and  owns  a farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  nineteeen, 
which  is  his  home. 

Smith  N.  Soule,  son  of  Benjamin  Saule,  was 
born  in  Brownville,  Maine,  on  the  22d  of  Febru- 
ary, 1852.  He  lias  resided  with  his  parents  most 
of  his  life  and  for  the  past  eight  years  has  been  in 
company  with  his  father  in  the  lumber  and  mill 
business. 

Gilbert  L.  Sanford  was  born  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1833,  in  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
where  he  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  till  1854. 
Then  was  engaged  on  neighboring  farms  for  a 
time,  after  which  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade. 
Came  to  Mille  Lac  county  in  1859,  and  pre- 
empted a farm  on  which  he  has  made  great  im- 
provements and  now  resides. 

Moses  A.  Tibbetts  is  a native  of  New  Sharon, 
Maine,  born  in  the  year  1828.  He  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business  in  his  native  place,  till  com- 
ing to  St.  Anthony,  Minnesota,  in  1855,  making 
it  his  home  ten  years.  Came  from  the  latter  place 
to  Princeton,  where  he  resides  three  months  of 
the  year;  the  balance  being  spent  about  twenty- 
live  miles  up  the  east  branch  of  the  Bum  river, 
where,  for  the  past  six  years,  he  has  kept  a stop- 
ping place.  Mr.  Tibbetts  is  also  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  sending  a crew  of  men  in  the 
woods  every  winter. 

Almon  B.  Tgbey  was  born  in  Somerville,  Maine, 
on  the  12th  of  October,  184(1.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Maine  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  serving  two  years  and  eleven 
months.  Came  to  Minnesota  in  18(58,  and  after 
living  in  Hutchinson  and  Henderson  each  one 
year,  came  to  Princeton,  and  engaged  in  the  jew- 
elry business,  which  he  still  follows.  Since  1873, 
ln>  has  operated  a photograph  parlor  in  connection 
with  the  above  business. 

Isaac  W.  Veale  is  a son  of  Bichard  P.  Veale, 
who  came  to  Princeton  in  18(1(1,  located  a farm  in 
section  eleven  and  died  a few  months  after.  Our 
subject  was  born  in  Indiana,  in  the  year  1851.  He 
devotes  the  summer  months  to  the  improvement  of 
the  farm  located  by  his  father,  and  spends  the 
winters  in  the  lumber  woods. 


Alexander  L.  Van  Wormer  was  born  in  1827, 
in  the  state  of  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  on 
a farm,  and  afterward  followed  the  same  occupa- 
tion in  Illinois  and  Howard  county,  Iowa,  (lame 
lo  I’rincolon  in  1873,  and  took  a claim  in  section 
nine,  but  resides  in  Ihc  village  most  of  the  lime. 
He  is  engaged  in  teaming  from  Elk  Biver  to 
Princeton,  and  spends  the  winter  months  in  the 
pineries.  Mr.  Van  Wormer  also  owns  a farm  in 
Traverse  county. 

Benjamin  F.  Whitney  is  a native  of  Allegany 
county,  New  York,  his  birth  dating  the  24th  of 
December,  1836.  He  learned  the  carpenter  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  in  his  native  State  till  1855, 
and  removed  to  Illinois.  Came  to  Princeton  in 
the  spring  of  the  following  year,  and  car- 
ried on  the  old  log  tavern  during  the  summer. 
In  the  fall,  took  a claim  in  section  thirty-four, 
where  lie  resided  three  years;  then  moved  one  and 
a half  miles  west  of  the  village,  and  a year  later, 
to  the  village,  still  carrying  on  both  farms.  In 
1862,  he  removed  to  Hasting,  worked  at  his  trade 
two  years,  then  enlisted  in  the  Second  Minne- 
sota Cavalry,  serving  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
After  receiving  his  discharge,  he  returned  to 
Princeton  and  has  lived  here  ever  since.  In  1874, 
Mr.  Whitney  built  a feed  mill,  and  also  owns  a 
wagon  shop.  His  younger  son,  Elmer  E.,  is  a 
part ner^in  the  latter  business;  and  the  elder  son, 
Harley  W.,  operates  the  feed  mill.  Our  subject 
has  tilled  several  county  and  town  offices,  and  is 
now  Chairman  of  the  board  of  County  Commis- 
sioners. 

Henry  Webster,  is  a native  of  Orono,  Penob- 
scot county,  Maine,  born  on  the  4th  of  April,  1852. 
He  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  his 
native  State  till  coming  to  Minnesota,  in  May, 
1874.  Then  was  employed  by  W.  D.  Washburn 
to  take  charge  of  the  lumber  yard  in  Minneap- 
olis, for  two  years;  thence,  in  the  same  employ,  to 
Anoka,  till  October,  1879.  Came  to  this  place  on 
the  latter  date,  and  purchased  the  American  House, 
of  which  he  is  now  proprietor.  The  house  is  a 
two  story  frame  building,  containing  twenty-six 
rooms. 

Joseph  A.  Walker  was  born  on  the  lltli  of 
November,  1813,  in  the  state  of  Connecticut. 
When  young,  his  parents  moved  to  New  York, 
where  he  learned  the  shoe-maker's  trade,  at  which 
he  has  since  devoted  his  time.  In  1860,  he  moved 
to  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  in  1875,  to  Galena;  thence 
to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  till  duly, 
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1878,  and  came  to  Princeton.  Mr.  Walker  has 
since  carried  on  a boot  and  shoe  shop,  which  is  the 
only  one  in  the  village. 


GREENBUSH. 


CHAPTER  CL VI. 

DESCRIPTIVE — EARLY  SETTLEMENT— FIRST  THINGS 

ORGANIZATION — AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS BIO- 

GRAPHICAL. 

This  town  originally  embraced  four  Congres- 
sional townships,  lying  along  the  western  line  of 
the  county,  beginning  with  the  southwestern  town- 
ship of  the  county,  and  so  remained  until  the 
organization  of  the  town  of  Milo,  which  reduced 
its  area  one-fourth.  Near  the  south  line  of  the 
town  is  the  border  of  the  heavy  timber  which  ex- 
tends many  miles  northward,  and  the  dense  forest 
suggested  to  the  early  settlers  the  name  adopted 
— Greenbush.  The  ontire  area  embraced  is  about 
69,120  acres,  of  which  1,236  are  improved. 

The  surface  is  rolling,  and  somewhat  broken  near 
some  of  the  streams.  In  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
south  township,  is  a small  tract  of  brush  prai- 
rie, with  light,  sandy  soil;  the  remainder  of  the 
township  having  a rich,  heavy  soil,  heavily  tim- 
bered, with  extensive  wild  meadows  intervening. 
In  the  next  township  north,  is  a fine  growth  of 
hardwood  timber,  with  tracts  of  pine,  much  of 
which  has  been  removed  by  lumbermen. 

The  town  is  watered  by  Battle  and  Estes  brooks, 
and  Rum  river  in  the  south,  and  in  the  northern 
part  by  the  West  Branch  of  Rum  river,  also  the 
main  stream,  Chase  Brook,  and  several  affluents  of 
Rum  river  further  north.  Among  the  first  settlers 
within  the  present  limits  of  the  town  were:  Philan- 
der P.  Farrington,  a native  of  Maine,  whose  father 
also  came  with  him,  the  two  settling  on  sections 
twelve  and  thirteen,  in  1856.  The  former  is  still 
living  on  the  original  farm.  Robert  Ceraw,  a na- 
tive of  Ireland,  came  in  1856,  and  located  in  sec- 
tion twenty-five,  where  he  has  since  resided.  'Flie 
samo  year,  Murdock  Campbell,  of  Scottish  birth, 
came  here  from  Canada,  and  selected  his  present 
home  in  section  eleven.  Isaac  Gillespie,  B.  S. 
Farrington,  L.  Twitchel,  Mr.  Perkins,  and  others, 
were  also  among  the  early  settlers. 

The  first  religious  services  were  conducted  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Twitchel,  Congregationalist,  at  the  resi- 


dence of  B.  S.  Farrington,  about  the  year  1857, 
and  by  others  of  the  same  denomination,  at  other 
private  houses,  until  the  erection  of  a school- 
house,  after  which  that  was  used  for  preaching, 
and  other  public  meetings.  For  the  past  few 
years  the  Methodists  have  occupied  the  field,  the 
minister  stationed  at  Princeton  officiating. 

Catholic  services  were  held  in  what  is  known  as 
the  French  Settlement,  in  1868,  by  Father  Maurer, 
at  the  residence  of  Joseph  Robideaux,  in  section 
thirty-two.  Soon  after  the  residence  of  Louis 
Rushford  became  their  place  of  worship,  and  in 
1880,  they  had  completed  a new  church  near  by, 
which  has  been  used  at  somewhat  irregular  inter- 
vals since. 

The  first  school  was  taught  about  1860,  in  the 
residence  of  B.  S.  Farrington,  by  M.  A.  Twitchel, 
who  was  paid  by  subscription.  About  two  years 
later  a small  log  sclioolhouse  was  built,  which  in 
time  was  replaced  by  a frame  building.  This 
was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  soon  after,  the  present 
building  was  brought  here  from  Princeton,  and  is 
near  the  site  of  the  old  one,  section  twenty-five. 

The  first  school  in  district  number  five  was 
opened  in  the  spring  of  1869,  at  the  residence  of 
M.  Kenely,  in  section  twenty-eight,  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Kenely  being  employed  as  teacher.  In 
1870,  a sclioolhouse  was  built  on  section  twenty, 
which  has  since  been  in  use. 

In  district  number  four  a building  was  erected 
for  school  purposes  in  1867.  It  was  located  on 
section  two,  and  was  in  use  until  replaced  by  the 
present  structure,  in  the  spring  of  1881. 

A Post-office — Estes  Brook — was  removed  from 
the  town  of  Milo,  and  established  at  the  residence 
of  William  Huggins,  in  section  six,  in  the  fall  of 
1880. 

Greenbush  was  organized  in  1869,  the  first 
meeting  being  held  at  the  school  house  on  section 
two,  at  which  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
Supervisors,  B.  Babb,  Chairman,  C.  W.  Maddox 
and  George  Wetzel;  Clerk,  George  S.  Maxfield; 
Treasurer  and  Assessor,  B.  S.  Farrington;  Justices 
of  the  Peace,  Samuel  Orton  and  M.  Kenely;  the 
last  named,  however,  did  not  qualify.  The  same 
year  the  territory  was  dismembered  by  the  organ- 
ization of  the  town  of  Milo,  north  of  which  are 
but  few  settlers,  the  major  portion  being  in  the 
south  congressional  township. 

The  agricultural  report  of  1880  furnishes  the 
following  as  the  products  of  the  town:  wheat, 
6,339  bushels;  oats,  5,832  bushels;  corn,  5,927 
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bushels;  barley,  96  bushels;  rye,  407  bushels; 
buckwheat,  60  bushels;  potatoes,  2,904  bushels; 
beans,  46  bushels;  sugar-cane,  40  gallons;  culti- 
vated hay,  56  tons;  wild  hay,  1,417  tons;  clover 
seed,  383  bushels;  tobacco,  40  pounds;  wool,  408 
pounds; butter,  14,827  pounds;  cheese,  900  pounds; 
.and  honey,  1,116  pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Murdock  Campbell  was  born  in  1823,  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland,  where  he  remained  until 
eight  years  of  age.  Then  came  with  his  parents 
to  Canada,  and  when  old  enough,  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  and  was  soon  made  foreman  in  a 
lumber  camp.  In  1856,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and 
located  his  present  farm,  being  one  of  the  first  set- 
tlers in  the  town.  Since  his  residence  here,  Mr. 
Campbell  has  devoted  his  time  to  the  cultivation 
of  hay,  which  he  sells  to  the  lumbermen,  and  is 
also  engaged  in  freighting.  He  was  united  in 
marriage,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1852,  to  Margaret 
McCosliain,  who  has  borne  him  four  children. 

Robert  Ceraw,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
town,  was  born  in  Ireland,  on  the  7th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1826.  His  parents  came  to  Canada  when  he 
was  but  an  infant,  our  subject  making  that  his 
home  till  twenty  years  of  age.  Then,  after  living 
in  New  York  about  ten  years,  he  came  to  this 
place  in  1856,  and  has  since  resided  here. 

Michael  Corbit  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born  on 
the  20th  of  August,  1827.  He  landed  in  America 
in  the  spring  of  1847,  spent  several  years  in  the 
states  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  and  came 
west,  locating  in  Wisconsin  in  1855.  Three  years 
later,  he  removed  to  Sliakopee,  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  on  steamers  on  the  Minnesota  river 
for  about  ten  years.  Since  1868,  has  been  a resi- 
dent of  this  town,  locating  first  in  section  twenty- 
six  and  subsequently  coming  to  his  present  farm. 
Miss  Ann  McQuinn  became  his  wife  on  the  3d  of 
October,  1858.  They  have  three  children. 

Alexander  De  Shaw  was  born  in  the  province 
of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  20tli  of  May,  1838. 
Both  his  father  and  grandfather  visited  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country  at  a very  early  date;  the  lat- 
ter spending  twenty-two  years  in  the  employ  of 
the  Fur  Company,  coming  as  early  as  1800.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  an  infant  his  parents 
moved  to  New  York,  where  he  was  reared  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  remaining  till  1871,  when  he 
came  to  this  township  and  located  his  present 
farm.  He  has  held  a number  of  local  offices,  and 


since  1875,  has  been  Assessor  of  the  town.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  De  Shaw  with  Miss  Eliza  A. 
Grow  occurred  on  the  2d  of  March,  1859.  Of  ten 
children,  the  result  of  this  union,  eight  are  living. 

Philander  P.  Farrington,  the  first  settler  in 
this  town,  is  a native  of  Andover,  Maine,  in  which 
place  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  After  liv- 
ing in  Portland  for  some  time,  he  came  to  Minne- 
sota, engaged  in  the  lumber  business  on  the  Rum 
river,  and  staked  out  a claim  on  the  land  now  in- 
cluded in  the  village  of  Princeton;  but  returning, 
after  an  absence,  found  it  taken  by  another.  He 
located  the  farm  which  has  since  been  his  home, 
in  1856.  Mr.  Farrington  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
of  the  First  Minnesota  Mounted  Rangers,  serving 
till  the  close  of  the  war.  Was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Melinda  Orton,  on  the  19th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1865.  They  have  had  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  living. 

Benjamin  S.  Farrington  dates  his  birth  on  the 
3d  of  February,  1827,  in  Oxford  county,  Maine, 
where  he  was  reared  on  a farm  and  resided  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  Then  removed  to  Mas- 
sachusetts, remaining  but  a few  mouths,  however, 
and  returned  to  Maine.  In  1852,  he  took  a trip 
to  California,  and  being  quite  successful  in  min- 
ing, remained  several  years.  Came  to  Minnesota 
in  1855,  and  the  following  year  located  his  pres- 
ent farm.  Mr.  Farrington  was  the  first  Assessor 
and  Treasurer  of  the  town,  holding  both  offices 
two  years;  also  held  the  office  of  County  Commis- 
sioner two  terms. 

Isaac  Gillespie,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this 
town,  was  born  near  Belfast,  Ireland,  in  1829.  He 
resided  with  his  parents  until  coming  to  America 
in  1857,  and  the  spring  of  the  following  year 
came  to  the  farm  which  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  On  the  7th  of  June,  1858,  he  was  married 
to  Margaret  Henry. 

Paul  Groff,  a native  of  Otsego  county,  New 
York,  was  born  on  the  27th  of  December,  1820. 
When  twenty-two  years  old  he  enlisted  in  Company 
I,  of  the  Fourth  United  States  Artillery  ; was  dis- 
charged at  the  end  of  five  years,  and  re-eidisted  in 
Company  K,  of  the  First  United  States  Dragoons, 
serving  one  year.  Then,. after  living  on  a farm  in 
Iowa,  he  came  to  Sherburne  county,  Minnesota,  in 
about  1859,  and  finally  to  his  present  home,  which 
is  located  on  section  twenty- four;  he  also  owns 
land  on  which  he  is  making  improvements,  in  sec- 
tion one. 

Nelson  A.  Grow  was  born  on  the  14tli  of  No- 
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veinber,  1841,  in  Franklin  county,  New  York, 
which  was  his  home  until  coming  to  Minnesota  in 
1869.  Came  directly  to  this  place,  and  now  owns  a 
farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  Mr.  Grow  has  served 
the  town  as  Supervisor  three  years,  and  for  the 
past  two  years  has  been  Treasurer.  Miss  Adaline 
Jesmer  became  his  wife  on  the  3d  of  July,  1864, 
and  eight  children  have  been  born  to  them. 

Frank  Henry  was  born  in  the  northern  part  of 
Ireland  on  the  3d  of  December,  1819.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  coming  to  America  in  1849. 
After  remaining  a few  years  in  New  York,  he  came 
to  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet Hoey  in  1855.  They  came  to  Minnesota 
and  located  on  a farm  near  St.  Paul  till  1858;  then 
removed  to  Oak  Grove,  Anoka  county ; and  in  1867, 
came  to  this  place,  having  since  made  it  their 
home.  The  union  has  been  blessed  with  nine 
children. 

A.  D.  Jesmer  is  a native  of  Franklin  county, 
New  York,  born  on  the  7th  of  June,  1846.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  commenced  life  for 
himself;  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  his 
native  State  for  a year,  then  came  to  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  and  the  same  year  (1867)  located  a 
claim  in  section  thirty-two,  Greenbush  township, 
and  has  since  lived  here.  Mr.  Jesmer  was  a mem- 
lier.of  the  board  of  County  Commissioners  for  six 
successive  years,  and  is  at  present  Town  Clerk, 
having  held  the  oflice  several  terms.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Julia  Ann  Robideaux,  on 
the  9th  of  September,  1868. 

Joseph  Jesmer  is  also  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  and  was  born  in  the  year  1848. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1867,  purchased  land  in 
this  township  the  same  year,  and  now  has  a well 
improved  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 
The  maiden  name  of  his  wife  was  Mary  Ann  Robi- 
deaux. She  has  borne  him  fourteen  children,  thir- 
teen of  whom  are  living. 

Michael  Kenely  is  a native  of  Ireland,  born 
on  the  16th  of  March,  1812.  At  the  age  of  four- 
tram  years  he  commenced  learning  the  nail  maker’s 
trade,  at  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of 
seven  years,  then  was  employed  in  his  native  place 
till  1839.  After  coming  to  this  country  in  the 
latter  year,  he  resided  six  years  on  a farm  in  Can- 
ada, thence  to  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  un- 
til coming  to  his  present  farm  in  1868.  Mr.  Ken- 
ely  was  the  first  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  this  town. 
He  was  married  on  the  5th  of  October,  1848,  to 


Miss  Ellen  Larkin,  who  has  borne  him  eight  chil 
dren,  seven  of  whom  are  living. 

L.  S.  Liury  dates  his  birth  on  the  16th  of  June, 
1850,  in  Kennebec  county,  Maine,  which  was  his 
home  until  eight  years  of  age,  when  his  parents 
came  to  Minnesota  and  located  in  Princeton.  Our 
subject  was  engaged  in  the  pineries  during  the 
winters,  and  in  1878,  purchased  a farm  in  this 
township,  which  has  since  been  his  home,  devot- 
ing a portion  of  his  time  to  the  lumber  business. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1873,  to  Miss  Etta  M.  Smith. 

Samoel  Marshall  is  a native  of  Carrol  county, 
Ohio,  born  on  the  3d  of  April,  1830.  He  was 
reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  commenced  learning  the  trade  of  a car- 
riage maker,  at  which  he  was  employed  three 
years.  Then,  for  three  years,  studied  medicine, 
and  in  1859,  came  to  Minnesota  and  practiced  his 
profession  seven  years  in  Anoka  county.  After 
residing  on  a farm  in  Richland  county,  Wisconsin, 
he  returned  to  Minnesota  and  to  his  present  farm 
in  about  1873;  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  til- 
ling the  soil  and  the  practice  of  medicine. 

Samuel  M.  Orton  was  born  on  the  20th  of 
June,  1847,  in  Canada,  where  he  lived  until  nine 
years  of  age,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Min- 
nesota. They  lirst  located  in  what  is  now  the 
town  of  Milo,  remaining  about  four  years,  and 
came  to  this  township  where  they  still  reside. 
When  our  subject  was  twenty -one  years  old,  he 
purchased  his  present  farm,  and  was  married  on 
the  12th  of  June,  of  the  following  year,  his  wife’s 
maiden  name  being  Maribe  J.  Dunning.  Of  six 
children,  the  result  of  this  union,  four  are  living. 

Louis  Rocheford  dates  his  birth  the  lltli  of 
September,  1825,  in  Quebec,  Canada;  where  he 
learned  the  carpenter  trade.  Came  to  the  Lake  Su- 
perior copper  mines  in  1852,  and  opened  a hotel, 
which  he  conducted  three  years,  and  then  removed 
to  Superior  City,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early 
settlers.  Since  1868,  lie  has  been  a resident  of 
Greenbush  township,  tilled  some  of  its  ollices;  and 
has  a fine  farm.  Was  married  to  Miss  Caroline 
Bertrand  on  the  22d  of  September,  1861.  They 
have  three  children. 

Joseph  Rorideaux,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  town,  dates  his  birth  in  Franklin  county,  New 
York,  on  the  22d  of  August,  1821.  He  resided 
with  his  parents  until  1847,  when  he  purchased  a 
farm  in  the  same  county,  making  that  and  St. 
Lawrence  county  his  home  till  coming  to  St.  Raul, 
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Minnesota,  in  1863.  There  he  operated  a saw- 
mill until  1866,  when  he  located  his  present  farm, 
and  the  following  spring  brought  his  family  here, 
lie  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Catharine 
Jesmer  on  the  1st  of  November,  1817.  They  have 
had  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living. 

Peter  Robideaux,  also  a native  of  Franklin 
county,  New  York,  was  bom  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 183U.  When  quite  young  he  engaged  as 
a sailor  on  the  Lakes  and  St.  Lawrence  river;  was 
soon  made  Captain,  and  finally  purchased  a steamer 
of  his  own,  continuing  in  the  business  for  about 
seventeen  years.  Then,  after  farming  in  New  York 
for  some  time,  he  came  to  Minnesota  in  1868,  and 
purchased  his  present  farm  which  he  has  since 
greatly  improved.  Married  Julia  Jesmer  on  the 
2d  of  August,  1853.  They  have  thirteen  children. 

Peter  S.  Robideaux,  a son  of  the  subject  of  our 
last  sketch,  was  bom  in  the  same  county  as  his 
father,  on  the  27th  of  March,  1858,  and  came  with 
him  to  Minnesota,  residing  at  home  until  1879.  He 
was  employed  in  the  woods  and  on  the  river  until 
purchasing  his  present  farm  in  the  latter  year. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Sophie  He  Shaw,  who  has 
borne  him  one  child,  named  Edmond. 

Gideon  B.  Reves  was  bom  in  Portage  county, 
Ohio,  in  the  year  1826.  In  1857,  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota and  opened  a farm  in  Hassan,  Hennepin 
county,  on  which  ho  lived  three  years;  then,  after 
living  in  Minneapolis  two  years  engaged  in  paint- 
ing, he  returned  to  his  farm  and  remained  until 
1866.  In  the  latter  year  Mr.  Reves  came  to  his 
present  farm  in  Greenbush,  Mille  Lacs  county, 
where  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He 
served  for  a time  as  County  Commissioner. 

J.  J.  A.  Robideaux  dates  his  birth  on  the  15th 
of  August,  1852,  in  Franklin  county,  New  York. 
His  parents  came  to  Greenbush  when  our  sub- 
ject was  quite  young,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years,  he  commenced  labor  as  a sawyer, 
to  which  ho  has  since  devoted  the  greater  por- 
tion of  his  time;  having  been  employed  in  the 
mills  of  Minneapolis,  Anoka,  Princeton,  and  San- 
tiago, Sherburne  county. 

Donalt  Scott  is  a native  of  Canada,  in  which 
place  his  father  died  when  our  subject  was  quite 
young,  and  lie  was  left  in  charge  of  the  old  home- 
stead. In  1872,  he  came  to  Minnesota,  purchased 
a farm  in  this  place  and  has  since  made  it  his 
home.  Miss  Margaret  Orton  became  his  wife  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1857.  They  have  four  children. 

Reuben  Seaby  is  a native  of  Stafford  county, 


New  Hampshire,  bora  on  the  19th  of  September, 
1812.  He  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and 
resided  in  his  native  State  until  coming  to  Minne- 
sota in  1857.  He  has  lived  in  this  county  ever 
since,  but  in  1862,  removed  to  his  present  farm. 
Mr.  Seaby  was  united  in  marriage,  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1855,  with  Mrs.  Eunice  Moulton,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county  as  himself.  They  have 
had  six  children,  five  of  whom  are  living. 


MILO. 


CHAPTER  CLVII. 

DESCRIPTIVE EARLY  SETTLEMENT ORGANIZATION 

FIRST  THINGS— AGRICULTURAL  STATISTICS— BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

The  town  of  Milo  was  carved  out  from  the  orig- 
inal territory  embraced  in  Greenbush,  as  men- 
tioned in  the  history  of  that  town.  It  is  the  sec- 
ond congressional  township  north  of  the  county 
line  south,  and  in  the  west  tier  of  townships.  Its 
area  is  about  23,000  acres,  of  which  185  are  under 
cultivation.  It  is  heavily  timbered,  and  originally 
contained  some  fine  tracts  of  pine,  now  removed. 
The  west  branch  of  Rum  river,  and  Estes  brook, 
are  the  principal  streams,  the  former  ilowing 
through  the  town  in  a southeasterly  direction. 
The  surface  is  somewhat  broken  along  the  streams; 
otherwise  it  is  gently  undulating,  and  the  soil 
mostly  a dark  loam,  with  extensive  tracts  of  wild 
meadow.  Among  the  early  settlers  in  this  town 
were:  John  C.  Hatch,  now  a resident  of  Princeton, 
and  mentioned  among  the  personnels  of  that  place, 
and  William  Fifield,  now  of  Sauk  Rapids,  in  1856, 
both  of  whom  were  engaged  in  lumbering;  Sam- 
uel Orton,  now  of  Greenbush,  and  C.  Piukham,  a 
native  of  Canada,  who  came  in  1866.  The  earliest 
among  the  present  settlers  were:  Sylvester  Cone, 
of  Ohio;  Daniel  Algnire,  of  Canada,  and  M.  E. 
Northway.  Allen  McDonald  came  about  the  time, 
or  before  those  last  named,  but  has  since  removed. 

The  organization  of  Milo  was  the  outgrowth  of 
dissatisfaction  arising  at  the  first  town  meeting 
under  the  town  organization  of  Greenbush,  and 
the  same  year  Milo  was  organized  with  the  follow- 
ing ollieers:  Supervisors,  Sylvester  Cone,  Chair- 
man, C.  Pinkliam,  and  George  Crooks;  Clerk  and 
Assessor,  P.  I.  Northway;  Treasurer,  INI.  E.  North- 
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way;  Justices  of  tlie  Peace,  J.  H.  Farnsworth,  and 
J.  W.  Babcock;  and  Constables,  D.  Alguire  and 
M.  E.  North  way. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  town  was  Alvird, 
daughter  of  William  Fi field,  in  185G. 

The  first  school  was  opened  in  tlio  house  of 
Caleb  Pinkham,  about  the  year  18G8,  under  the 
supervision  of  Miss  Helen  Cone,  and  was  a private 
school.  In  18G9,  a school  house  was  completed, 
in  which  a term  of  school  was  taught  that  year. 
In  district  number  seven,  the  first  school  was 
opened  in  1874,  by  Miss  Nellie  Ryan. 

The  first  religious  services  were  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  William  Fifield,  by  Rev  R.  Walker,  in 
1857.  In  the  new  sestlement  meetings  were  held 
at  the  school  house,  soon  after  its  completion,  by 
Rev.  William  Kerr,  and  in  1879,  by  Bev.  H.  Hunt, 
of  Princeton. 

A Post-ollice  was  established  in  1874,  John  A. 
Simmons  being  Postmaster,  with  the  office  at  his 
residence,  where  it  remained  until  removed  to 
Greenbusli,  in  1880.  Mail  has  been  supplied 
weekly  from  Sauk  Rapids,  when  not  rendered  im- 
possible by  the  condition  of  the  roads. 

The  agricultural  report  for  1880  show  the  fol- 
lowing products:  Wheat,  802  bushels;  oats,  9G2 
bushels;  corn,  280  bushels;  barley,  114  bushels; 
buckwheat,  64  bushels;  potatoes,  570  bushels; 
sugar-cane,  10  gallons;  cultivated  hay,  47  tons; 
wild  hay,  444  tons;  wool,  46  pounds;  butter,  2,325 
pounds. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Georoe  Crook  dates  his  birth  on  the  2d  of  Oc- 
tober, 1827,  in  Carroll  county,  Indiana,  where  ho 
engaged  in  farming  until  1855.  Then  came  to 
Crawford  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  18G7,  to  this 
township,  where  ho  owns  a farm  and  has  filled 
several  local  offices.  Was  Cohnty  Commissioner 
for  three  years 

Sylvester  Cone,  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
towns  of  Milo  and  Greenbusli,  is  a native  of  Trum- 
bull county,  Ohio,  bom  on  the  18tli  of  March, 
1810.  He  has  always  followed  farming,  remaining 
iu  his  native  State  until  coming  to  Rice  county,' 
Minnesota,  in  1862.  Came  to  this  township  in 
186li,  and  pre-empted  his  present  land.  Mr.  Cone 


filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  a time, 
and  is  at  present  Town  Clerk. 

John  A.  Emmons  dates  his  birth  in  Greene 
county,  Now  York,  on  the  2Gth  of  February,  1832. 
He  came  to  Minnesota  in  1857,  and  located  in 
Wabasha  county,  which  was  his  home  several 
years.  In  1862,  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  with  Grant,  Sherman, 
and  Thomas,  and  when  in  Nashville,  Tennessee, 
was  wounded,  but  served  to  the  close  of  the  war. 
On  his  return,  Mr.  Emmons  resided  in  St.  Cloud 
for  a time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1866,  came  to  this 
place  and  purchased  a farm.  Since  1874,  he  has 
been  Postmaster  at  Estes  Brook,  until  the  removal 
of  the  office  in  1880. 

Miron  E.  Northway  was  born  on  the  8th  of 
September,  1847,  iu  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and  driving 
stage  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
of  the  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry.  After  a short  term  of 
service  he  was  discharged  for  disability,  and  iu 
1865,  came  to  Rice  county,  Minnesota,  and  the 
fall  of  the  following  year  to  this  township.  Since 
his  residence  here  Mr.  Northway  has  tilled  a num- 
ber of  local  offices.  Was  married  on  the  28th  of 
October,  1866,  to  Miss  Lucy  Cone,  who  has  borne 
him  four  children. 

Comfort  Pinkham,  a native  of  Canada,  was 
born  on  the  20th  of  July,  1831.  His  parents  re- 
moved to  Ohio  when  our  subject  was  but  three 
years  old.  In  1850,  he  came  to  Wisconsin,  re- 
sided on  a farm  in  Greene  county  seven  years; 
then  moved  to  Crawford  county,  and  in  1861  en- 
listed iu  Company  I,  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  served  three  years  and 
eleven  months,  and  participated  in  twenty-five  en- 
gagements, among  which  were  the  battles  of  Get- 
tysburg, Fredericksburg,  socond  Bull  Run,  and 
Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  on  receiving  his  dis- 
charge, returned  to  Crawford  county.  In  1866, 
he  came  to  this  township  which  has  since  been  his 
homo.  Has  been  a member  of  the  board  of  Su- 
pervisors since  the  organization  of  the  town,  and 
also  filled  the  office  of  County  Commissioner  one 
term.  Ho  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  A. 
Norton  on  the  24th  of  July,  1853.  They  have 
had  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  living. 
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CHAPTER  CLVIII. 

EARLY  HISTORY  — DESCRIPTIVE  — - DULUTH  — CITY 

HISTORY CHURCHES SOCIETIES  — NEWSPAPERS 

ST.  PAUL  AND  DULUTH  RAILROAD  — BIO- 
GRAPHICAL. 

As  early  as  1640,  adventurous  traders  lmd 
reached  the  extremity  of  Lake  Superior,  and 
brought  to  Quebec  the  news  of  the  existence  of 
copper  upon  Isle  Royale  and  at  other  points. 

Groselliers,  and  his  brother-in-law,  Radisson,  in 
1659,  were  here,  and  the  Pigeon  River,  now 
a portion  of  the  boundary  between  Canada 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  upon  early 
French  maps  bears  the  name  of  the  former,  of 
whom  a notice  will  be  found  in  the  First  Chapter 
of  this  volume. 

In  the  year  1662,  Groselliers  arrived  in  Montreal 
from  a journey  to  Hudson’s  Bay.  In  1665,  a com- 
pany of  traders  reached  La  Pointe,.  and  Father 
Allouez,  a priest,  accompanied  them,  and  estab- 
lished there  the  “ Mission  of  the  Holy  Spirit.” 
During  his  brief  residence  there,  he  coasted  with 
the  traders  around  the  western  and  northern  shores 
of  Lake  Superior  as  far  as  the  tributary  of  Lako 
Nopigon,  and  at  Fond  du  Lac,  near  the  present 
site  of  the  city  of  Du  Luth,  ho  saw  some  Sioux, 
and  on  the  fourth  page  of  this  history,  will  be 
found  his  description  of  this  tribe. 

Marquette  succeeded  Allouez,  but  the  mission  in 
1671,  was  abandoned,  as  the  Hurons  and  Ottawas 
moved  eastward,  from  fear  of  the  Sioux. 

Daniel  Greysolon  Du  Luth  in  the  summer  of 
1679,  entered  the  Sioux  country  by  way  of  the 
Saint  Louis  river.  In  the  thirtieth  chapter  of  this 
work  it  will  bo  seen  that  in  September  of  the  sapie 
year,  lie  held  a council  with  the  Assiniboines  and 
other  tribes,  at  the  extremity  of  Lake  Superior 
to  induce  them  to  make  peace  with  the  Nado- 
wayscioux,  their  common  enemy. 

In  June,  1680,  he  was  at  or  near  the  site  of  the 
city  which  preserves  his  name,  and  from  thence 
went  eighty  leagues  on  the  south  side  of  the  Lako 
to  the  moulli  of  a river,  which  ho  ascended,  and 


then  made  a portage  to  the  Saint  Croix  River 
which  he  descended  to  the  Mississippi. 

It  was  not  unusual  for  traders  and  explorers  to 
compliment  their  friends  by  attaching  the  names 
of  saints  whose  names  had  been  given  to  their 
friends  at  the  time  of  baptism,  to  the  rivers  which 
floated  their  canoes,  or,  of  which  they  heard  from 
the  Indians. 

Hayes  river,  which  flows  into  Hudson’s  Bay,  was 
called  Saiut  Theresa,  by  Groselliers,  in  compli- 
ment to  his  wife,  Theresa;  upon  the  early  French 
maps,  the  Assiniboine  river  is  marked  St.  Charles, 
in  compliment  to  Charles  Beauhamois,  the  Gover- 
nor of  Canada,  at  the  time  of  its  discotj^ry  by  the 
French,  and  one  of  its  branches  was  named  St. 
Pierre,  in  honor  of  Pierre  Verendrye,  the  leader  of 
exploration  in  that  region.  So,  it  is  probable  the 
name  St.  Louis  was  given  to  the  River  Fond-du- 
Lac  of  the  most  ancient  maps,  because  the  French 
who  first  ascended  it  desired  to  compliment  Count 
Frontenac,  Governor  General  of  Canada  at  the 
time  of  Du  Luth’s  exploration,  whose  family  name 
was  Louis  Buade.  The  latter  name,  Buade,  was 
given  by  Du  Luth  to  the  sheet  of  water  now  called 
Mille  Lacs. 

The  bay  at  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  was 
called  West  Bay,  and  on  a map  engraved  in  Lon- 
don, in  1778,  to  illustrate  Carver’s  Travels,  the 
site  of  Du  Luth  is  designated  as  Boston. 

The  voyageurs  of  Canada  called  all  Englishmen 
Bostunnois,  because  Canadians  traded  at  Boston, 
which  two  hundred  years  ago  was  one  of  the  most 
populous  and  most  important  commercial  towns  of 
the  English  Colonies. 

Groselliers,  the  first  white  man  to  explore  Min- 
nesota before  the  year  1670,  traded  with  its  citi- 
zens, and  a native  of  Boston  co-operated  with  him 
in  developing  the  Hudson  Bay  fur  trade.  After 
the  French,  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  in  1763,  ceded 
this  country  to  Great  Britain,  English  traders 
came  to  the  head  of  Lako  Superior.  In  1767,  to- 
ward the  latter  end  of  July,  Carver  coasted  along 
the  shores  of  West  Pay  on  his  way  to  the  remlez- 
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vouh  of  English  traders  at  Grand  Portage.  His 
companion  was  a,  trader  named  Goddard,  and  on 
one  of  his  maps  the  liois  Brule  is  called  Goddard’s 
river.  The  name,  Boston,  was  probably  given  to 
the  point  at  the  mouth  of  the  Saint  Louis  river, 
because  here  was  an  English  trading  post. 

It  was  not  until  the  year  1820,  that  an  expedi- 
tion, under  the  auspices  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  reached  the  head  of  Lake  Superior.  Gov- 
ernor Cass,  of  Michigan,  on  the  5th  of  July,  ar- 
rived with  a party  on  a tour  to  the  Upper  Missis- 
sippi. His  historiographer  wrote  as  follows : “The 
western  termination  of  the  Lake  in  the  great  bay 
of  Fond  du  Lae  denotes  a double  or  masked  shore, 
which  appears  to  have  been  formed  of  pebbles  and 
sand  thrown  up  by  the  tempests,  at  the  distance 
of  a mile  or  two  outside  of  the  original  shore. 

“ The  result  is  shown  by  an  elongated  piece  of 
water,  resembling  a lake,  which  receives  at  the 
north,  the  river  St.  Louis,  and  the  Agoche,  or 
Lilt  Hand  river,  at  its  south  extremity. 

“About  three  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
we  land  at  a Chippewa  village.  While  exchanging 
the  usual  salutations  with  them  we  noticed  the 
children  of  an  African  who  had  intermarried  with 
this  tribe.  The  children  were  the  third  in  de- 
scent from  Bango,  a freed  man  of  a former  Brit- 
ish commanding  officer  at  the  island  of  Micliilli- 
mackinack.  They  possessed  as  black  skins  as  the 
father,  a fact  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  ob- 
serving what  I afterwards  learned,  that  the  marri- 
ages were  in  the  case  of  the  grandfather  and  father 
with  the  pure  Indian.” 

Until  1854,  Saint  Louis  county  was  seldom  vis- 
ited by  any  white  men,  except  traders  and  mis- 
sionaries to  the  Indians. 

The  large  area  embraced  in  St.  Louis  county 
was  included  in  the  lauds  ceded  to  the  United 
States  by  the  Indians,  at  the  treaty  consummated 
at  La  Point,  in  1854,  at  which  the  old  Chief, 
Hole-in-tlie-Day,  was  an  object  of  marked  interest 
to  all  present.  The  peninsula  known  as  Minne- 
sota Point  had  for  years  been  a favorite  resort  for 
the  Lake  Superior  Bands,  and  had  become  their 
burial  ground. 

The  surface  is  undulating,  and  in  some  parts 
quite  broken.  The  area  of  the  county  is  6,500 
square  miles.  Its  principal  streams  are  the  St. 
Louis  river  and  its  tributaries,  which  drain  the 
southern  portion,  flowing  into  Lake  Superior  at 
its  western  extremity.  Along  this  stream  is  found 
some  of  the  most  picturesque  scenery  in  the  North- 


west, the  “Halles  of  the  St.  Louis”  having  gained 
the  admiration  of  thousands  of  travelers  who  have 
been  favored  with  a panoramic  view  of  this  charm- 
ing spot,  in  passing  over  the  St.  Paul  and  Dul- 
uth railroad,  north  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Junc- 
tion. 

The  country  in  the  vicinity  of  Duluth  is  mainly 
woodland,  consisting  of  pine,  birch,  maple,  spruce, 
tamarack,  oak,  poplar,  etc.,  with  tracts  of  wild 
meadow.  The  soil  near  the  lake  is  a red  marly 
clay,  intermixed  with  sand,  which  improves  in 
quality  as  it  recedes  from  the  lake.  As  yet,  the 
settlement  is  confined  to  that  portion  adjacent  to 
Lake  Superior,  and  on  the  St.  Louis  river.  Al- 
though lying  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State, 
the  efforts  thus  far  made  in  farming  have  been 
attended  with  satisfactory  results,  and  such  as  to 
justify  more  extensive  investments  in  agriculture. 
Small  grains,  roots,  and  grass  yield  good  returns, 
and  it  is  claimed  that  no  county  in  the  State 
excels,  while  few  equal  this  for  clover,  while  in 
fruit  raising  this  locality  compares  favorably  with 
other  portions  of  the  State.  The  first  attempt  at 
farming  in  this  region  was  in  1820,  when  the 
American  Fur  Company  sent  a limited  amount  of 
stock  and  farming  utensils  to  Fond-du-Lac,  which 
was  then  one  of  their  trading  posts.  About  four 
acres  were  cultivated,  and  it  is  claimed  that  a good 
crop  of  potatoes  and  garden  vegetables  and  a 
fair  crop  of  corn  was  the  result  of  the  effort.  The 
statements  are  furnished  in  Schoolcraft’s  journal, 
and  if  true,  this  was  the  first  agricultural  effort 
in  the  territory  now  embraced  in  Minnesota,  being 
three  years  before  Lieutentant  Camp’s  experiment 
at  Fort  Snelling.  We  have  no  information  as  to 
the1  length  of  time  this  miniature  farm  was  culti- 
vated, or  what  further  results  were  accomplished. 

The  county  was  organized  in  1856,  and  the  fol- 
lowing officers  appointed  by  the  Governor:  Clerk 
of  the  Court,  J.  B.  Culver;  Sheriff,  A.  J.  Ellis; 
Register  of  Deeds,  R.  H.  Barrett;  Auditor,  I.  E. 
Brown.  An  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year,  at  the  building  known  as  the  Nettleton 
claim  shanty.  Unfortunately  we  have  no  authen- 
tic records  of  this  meeting.  On  the  4th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1858,  the  first  board  of  County  Commission- 
ers met  at  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Deeds. 
The  Board  consisted  of  E.  C.  Martin,  Chairman, 
Vose  Palmer,  and  Z.  J.  Brown.  At  their  second 
meeting,  January  19th,  six  school  districts  were 
created;  and  at  their  third,  April  5th,  the  towns 
of  Carlton,  Duluth,  Martin,  and  Carp  River  were 
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formed.  From  subsequent  changes,  there  are 
now  ten  organized  school  districts,  and  the  towns 
are,  Oneota,  Fond  du  Lac,  Rice  Lake,  Hermann, 
and  Gresen. 

The  history  of  early  settlements  reaches  back  to 
the  missionary  efforts,  about  the  middle  of  the  pres- 
ent century.  Rev.  Edmund  F.  Ely,  representing 
the  American  Board  of  Foreign  Missions,  was  at 
Oneota  in  1856,  and  Mr.  Spencer  was  here  at  an 
early  date,  instructing  the  Indians  in  agriculture, 
education  and  religion.  While  these  had  little  to 
do  with  the  actual  settlement,  they  nevertheless 
gave  direction  to  the  tide  of  immigration,  and 
thus  indirectly  had  their  effect  in  shaping  the 
future  movements.  Superior  City  was  located  in 
1853,  platted  in  1851,  and  the  plat  recorded  in 
September  of  that  year  by  a company  organized 
under  the  title  of  Proprietors  of  Superior.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  in  the  winter  of  1850-51,  George  E. 
Nettleton  and  .T.  B.  Culver  conducted  a trading 
post,  at  Fond  du  Lac,  and  in  the  spring  each 
selected  a claim  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
under  an  act  of  Congress  relating  to  the  establish- 
ment of  trading  posts.  Their  claims  were  on 
Minnesota  Point,  where  George  E.  Nettleton  es- 
tablished a post,  and  engaged  in  the  fur  trade 
with  the  Indians.  Culver  and  William  Nettleton, 
feeling  insecure  in  a region  wholly  given  over  to 
Indians,  removed  to  St.  Paul  and  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile life.  The  claims,  under  the  supervision  of 
Mr.  Nettleton,  remained  undisturbed  and  uncov- 
eted until  the  sjjring  of  1851,  when  it  became  evi- 
dent that  additional  measures  were  necessary  to 
insure  their  permanent  possession.  During  the 
summer  the  North  Shore  Land  Company  was  or- 
ganized, composed  of  J.  B.  Culver,  George  E. 
Nolt lolon,  and  Orrin  W.  Bice,  who  took  posses- 
sion of  the  entire  water  front  from  Minnesota 
Point  to  Grassy  Point,  each  member  of  the  Com- 
pany establishing  an  individual  claim  to  a portion 
of  the  territory.  Nettleton’s  claim  was  on  Min- 
nesota Point,  Culver’s  extended  from  the  Point 
some  distance  up  the  hill,  and  along  the  shore  to 
Rice’s  Point,  and  Rice’s  claim  was  on  the  Point 
now  bearing  his  name.  These  claims  were  made 
under  provision  of  the  act  already  referred  to, 
while  all  subsequent  claims  were  under  the  usual 
Government  rights. 

Tn  1856,  the  village  of  Oneota,  on  St.  Louis 
Bay,  was  platted  by  William  McCracken,  R.  II. 
Bacon,  and  Edmund  F.  Ely,  the  sito  being  selected 
by  the  latlcr,  who  afterward  removed  to  California. 


The  site  selected  was  one  of  rare  natural  beauty, 
and  but  for  the  sudden  rise  of  Duluth,  would 
doubtless  have  exhibited  remarkable  development 
long  ere  this. 

Fond-du-Lac  village,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
St.  Louis  river,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Duluth, 
was  platted  in  1856.  This  place  has  already  been 
mentioned  as  a trading  post  of  the  American  Fur 
Company,  and  the  remains  of  some  of  the  old 
buildings  are  yet  visible,  as  was  also  traces  of  the 
old  garden,  until  within  the  last  few  years.  It  is 
now  a station  on  the  St.  Paul  & Duluth  Railroad, 
and  among  other  advantages,  has  a fine  water- 
power. 


DULUTH. 


This  city  is  situated  at  the  head  of  Lake 
Superior,  resting  upon  the  lake  and  Duluth  Bay, 
on  a gently  sloping  hill,  with  a southern  expos- 
ure, and  sheltered  from  the  north  and  west  winds 
by  the  bluffs  and  timber  back  of  the  city. 

It  has  a natural  drainage  to  the  lake,  and  viewed 
from  the  lake  or  bay,  presents  one  of  the  most 
charming  prospects  met  throughout  the  Northwest. 
Being  at  the  head  of  navigation,  forming  the 
gateway  of  commerce  between  the  East  and  West, 
possessing  the  largest  harbor  on  the  lake,  and 
being  the  terminal  point  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
railroad,  its  importance  as  a commercial  point 
needs  no  extended  notice.  The  harbor  is  formed 
by  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  Points,  which  to- 
gether inclose  a bay  several  miles  in  length,  fur- 
nishing harbor  room  for  more  than  the  entire  licet 
of  tin'  great  lakes,  and  so  sheltered  as  to  insure 
perfect  safety.  There  are  two  entrances  to  this 
harbor;  one  being  the  natural  passage  between 
the  extremities  of  the  points  named,  which  is  about 
four  hundred  feet  wide,  and  an  artificial  passage, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  wide,  cut  through  Min- 
nesota Point,  about  half  a mile  from  the  main  land. 
In  this  excellent  land-locked  harbor,  vessels  may 
lay  at  anchor  during  the  severest  gales  that  visit 
the  lakes,  and  either  passage  may  lie  entered  with- 
out risk  by  the  largest  vessels. 

A substantial  lighthouse  was  constructed,  at 
Government  expense,  at  the  extremity  of  Minne- 
sota Point,  guarding  that  ent  rance,  and  the  people 
of  Duluth  constructed  the  canal,  or  artificial  on- 
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trance,  and  lighthouses,  the  whole  costing  about 
$210,000,  including  a dylco  across  the  middlo  of 
the  bay,  which  was  asked  by  the  citizons  of  Su- 
perior City,  and  ordered  by  a decision  of  the 
United  States  Court.  The  dyke  was  scarce  com- 
pleted when  the  Superior  City  people  saw  their 
error,  and  sought  relief  by  asking  the  build- 
ers to  undo  their  work.  They  were  relieved  from 
their  dilemma  by  a severe  “northeaster,”  which 
sent  the  great  waves  rushing  through  the  channel 
until  their  accumulated  force  broke  down  the  bar- 
rier, affording  free  passage  for  vessels  through  the 
bay. 

In  1850,  the  steamer  Manhattan  entered  Duluth 
Bay  and  ascended  to  the  trading  post  of  the  Amer- 
ican Fur  Company,  on  the  north  side  of  the  St. 
Louis  river,  twenty-one  miles  from  its  mouth. 
This  was  the  first  and  only  steamer  to  reach  this 
point  on  the  river. 

The  early  settlement  of  Duluth  has  already  been 
noted,  and  the  first  claimants  named.  Others  who 
came  in  1855  were,  Robert  Emmet  Jefferson,  who 
made  a claim  about  the  Middle  of  Minnesota 
Point,  and  B.  Shultz,  whose  claim  extended  from 
Jefferson’s  south  line  to  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  point.  On  the  mainland,  S.  C.  McQuade,  W. 
W.  Kingsbury,  and  W.  W.  Whiteside  selected 
claims,  extending  one  and  one-half  miles  along  the 
lake  shore.  The  arrival  of  “claim-jumpers”  oc- 
casioned some  difficulty  this  season,  which,  how- 
ever, resulted  in  the  original  claimants  maintain- 
ing their  rights.  Of  several  claim  shanties  built 
here  in  1850,  only  one,  that  of  Captain  Forney, 
remains.  It  may  be  seen  on  First  street,  between 
Second  and  Third  Avenues  west. 

The  first  building  within  the  present  limits  of 
Duluth  was  erected  in  the  spring  of  1851,  by 
Ot'orgo  E.  Nottloton,  and  used  by  him  as  a trading 
post.  It  was  located  in  what  is  now  Superior 
Street,  between  First  and  Second  Avenues  East. 
It  was  of  round  logs,  one  story  in  liiglit,  with  one 
door  and  one  window  and  was  in  use  many  years. 
In  this  primitive  building  the  first  election  was 
held,  while  this  was  only  a voting  precinct,  known 
as  the  North  Shore  and  Lake  Superior  precinct. 
Some  who  held  claims  here,  claiming  this  as  home, 
voted  at  this  election,  though  actually  living  in 
Superior.  During  this  and  the  following  year, 
several  additional  shanties  marked  the  chosen  lo- 
cations of  new  comers,  who  were  forced  to  remove 
the  dense  growth  of  brush  and  low  timber  which 
was  impenetrable  except  in  a few  already  cleared 


passages.  There  is  a tradition  of  an  Englishman 
of  capital,  who  camo  to  Duluth  at  an  early  day 
from  Canada,  bringing  the  entire  outfit  for  his  fu- 
ture dwelling  by  boat,  in  imitation  of  William 
Penn,  in  the  old  Colonial  times. 

The  City  of  Duluth  was  platted  by  George  E. 
Nettleton,  J.  B.  Culver,  Orrin  W.  Rice,  William 
Nettlcton,  and  Robert  E.  Jefferson,  under  the  town 
site  law  of  1844,  and  the  plat  filed  for  record  on 
the  26th  of  may,  1856.  The  tract  embraced  in  this 
plat  was  what  is  now  known  as  Upper,  or  Old  Du- 
luth. Under  a provisson  of  the  same  act  an  elec- 
tion was  held,  and  the  following  officers  chosen : 
President,  George  E.  Nettleton;  Trustees,  Orrin 
W.  Rice,  William  Nettleton,  and  Robert  E.  Jeffer- 
son; and  Recorder,  J.  B.  Culver.  Lots  were  sold 
before  the  completion  of  the  survey,  and  upon  its 
completion  a small  tract  of  unclaimed  land  was 
found  between  the  claims  of  George  E.  Nettleton 
and  J.  B.  Culver,  which  was  taken  by  the  company, 
and  platted  as  Cowell’s  addition. 

As  in  individual  nativity,  so  in  the  birth  of  this 
unfledged  city,  it  became  necessary  to  select  a 
name.  Anticipating  a brilliant  future,  the  found- 
ers of  the  city  looked  with  disfavor  upon  the 
adoption  of  any  prosaic  appellation,  and  adopted 
a novel  mode  by  which  to  secure  a name  worthy 
of  their  future  anticipations.  A picnic  was  called, 
to  be  held  on  Minnesota  Point,  each  invited  guest 
being  required  to  present  a name.  In  addition  to 
the  sumptuous  repast,  boats  were  in  readiness  to 
convey  visitors  from  Superior  City,  and  the  occa- 
sion proved  one  of  unalloyed  pleasure.  After  a 
number  of  names  had  been  presented  and  rejected, 
Rev.  J.  G.  Wilson,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 
the  acknowledged  wit  and  genius  of  the  party, 
arose  and  read  from  a slip  of  paper,  “ Du  Luth,” 
following  with  a fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of 
that  hardy  explorer,  with  incidents  of  his  life  and 
adventures  in  this  region;  and  when  at  the  close 
of  his  address,  an  expression  was  called  for,  a 
universal  shout  of  assent  announced  the  adoption 
of  the  name.  Feasting  and  congratulations  fol- 
lowed, and  in  the  fast  approaching  twilight,  the 
party  dispersed,  first  drinking  to  the  future  pros- 
perity of  the  “Zenith  City  of  the  Uusalted  Seas.” 

From  this  time  the  growth  of  the  place  was 
rapid.  In  the  summer  of  1856,  George  E.  Nettle- 
ton  and  J.  B.  Culver  erected  a steam  saw-mill, 
dwelling-house,  boarding-house,  blacksmith  shop, 
besides  barns  and  sheds.  During  the  same  sea- 
son, Portland,  now  a part  of  the  city,  was  platted 
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by  A.  B.  Robinson,  James  D.  Ray,  C.  Markell,  and 
John  J.  Post.  This  plat  was  on  the  north  shore, 
and  adjoining  the  Duluth  plat.  Although  the 
two  towns  were  separate  and  distinct,  their  growth 
was  simultaneous.  Rice  and  Jefferson  built  a 
hotel  in  the  summer  of  1857,  and  the  same  year 
work  was  commenced  on  a dock,  offices,  and  a 
warolumso  on  the  north  shore,  also  a few  residences. 

In  1868,  Duluth,  Portland,  and  Rice’s  Point, 
until  then  three  separate  organizations,  were  con- 
solidated, and  all  assumed  the  name  of  Duluth. 
Two  of  the  old  buildings  of  Portland  are  yet 
standing. 

The  growth  of  the  city  was  now  surprisingly 
rapid,  and  hotel  and  boarding  house  facilities  were 
wholly  inadequate  to  meet  the  public  want.  The 
Bay  View  House  was  built  this  season,  and 
thronged  with  guests  at  four  dollars  per  day, 
transient  rates;  and  another  large  hotel  was  built 
the  same  season,  besides  stores,  offices,  and  a large 
warehouse  and  supply  store,  with  docks  attached, 
on  Minnesota  Point.  This  was  then  a base  for 
supplies  in  the  work  of  railroad  construction,  and 
added  very  materially  to  the  life  of  the  place. 
The  winter  witnessed  a temporary  lull  in  business, 
but  the  summer  of  1870  was  heralded  by  an  in- 
flux far  in  excess  of  the  previous  year,  and  by  Au- 
gust, when  the  railroad  arrived,  the  population 
had  reached  about  two  thousand.  When  the 
Northern  Pacific  railroad  commenced  work  west- 
ward from  the  Junction,  with  terminal  facilities  at 
Duluth,  the  labor  furnished,  and  the  general  busi- 
ness growing  out  of  this  enterprise,  aided  in  main- 
taining the  life  and  further  growth  of  the  city. 
Flushed  with  present  success,  and  making  no 
doubt  of  future  developments,  the  people  indulged 
in  extravagant  anticipations,  and  contracted  im- 
mense debts  in  the  way  of  county  and  city  bonds. 
St.  Louis  county  pledged  her  faith  to  the  amount 
of  $150,000,  in  aid  of  a railroad  to  St.  Paul;  the 
city  of  Duluth  $50,000,  to  the  same  road  for  har- 
bor improvements,  $30,000  to  the  blast  furnace, 
$25,000  to  the  Citizens’  Dock,  besides  numerous 
lesser  sums  for  other  public  improvements,  which, 
including  the  harbor  improvements,  formed  'an 
indebtedness  against  the  city  of  not  less  than  $200,- 
000.  This  was  the  condition  of  things  when  the 
panic  of  1873  swept  over  the  country,  crumbling 
every  unsubstantial  enterprise,  and  only  sparing 
such  as  were  “ budded  upon  a rock.” 

It  is  useless  here  to  introduce  any  preambles,  or 
attempt  any  useless  explanations.  The  simple 


fact  appears,  that  Duluth  had  outstripped  her  re- 
sources, and  misfortune  followed. 

The  former  influx  of  settlers  was  more  than 
equalled  by  the  exodus  following  the  general  de- 
pression in  business.  Homo,  whose  business  rela- 
tions prevented  their  removal,  and  others  who  were 
not  inclined  to  desert  the  ship  in  any  event,  re- 
mained, and  united  their  efforts  in  restoring  the 
place  to  its  former  prosperity.  Three-fourths  of 
the  taxable  property  of  the  county  was  within  the 
city,  and  holden  for  a corresponding  amount  of 
the  county  bonds,  which,  added  to  the  direct  lia- 
bilities of  the  city,  formed  an  aggregate  indebted- 
ness of  alarming  proportions,  and  one  which  cap- 
italists were  not  inclined  to  assume.  To  remove, 
or  render  manageable  this  immense  burden,  and 
render  future  progress  possible,  a new  organiza- 
tion was  effected,  by  which  that  portion  represent- 
ing the  principal  wealth  of  the  place,  was  organized 
as  the  village  of  Duluth,  with  power  to  take  up 
such  bonds  as  the  holders  might  surrender,  issuing 
new  ones  in  their  stead,  calling  for  one-fourth  the 
original  amount.  This  effected  the  needed  relief, 
and  capital  again  sought  investment  here.  In 
the  early  summer  of  1879,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  Mich- 
igan, leased  a mill  site  on  Minnesota  Point,  and 
soon  after  James  Charnley  & Co.,  from  Chicago, 
commenced  buying  pine  lands,  and  the  same  year 
a mill  was  built  on  Rice’s  Point,  by  Graff,  Little, 
& Co.,  of  Grand  Rapids,  Michigan.  From  this  a 
general  awakening  followed.  Mill  sites  were  in 
demand,  real  estate  made  sudden  advances,  and  a 
general  revival  of  business  ushered  in  the  day  of 
Duluth’s  permanent  prosperity.  With  no  un- 
wieldy indebtedness,  with  superior  dock  and  har- 
bor accommodations,  being  the  terminal  point  of 
the  great  railroad  line  of  commerce  between  the 
fast,  growing  territory  west,  and  the  eastern  sea- 
board, the  city,  to  all  human  appearances,  seems 
destined  to  live  in  history  as  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant commercial  centers  in  the  Northwest. 

The  Government  laud  office  is  located  here,  and 
large  business  blocks,  hotels,  schools,  and  churches 
furnish  evidence  of  influence,  wealth  and  energy. 

The  first  attorney  in  Duluth  was  E.  F.  Parker, 
who  opened  an  office  in  1868. 

The  first  death  in  Duluth  was  that  of  Mary 
Culver,  daughter  of  J.  B.  Culver,  April  11,  1857. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  occurred  on  the 
27th  of  April,  1870,  the  parties  united  being  Cap- 
tain Thomas  II.  Pressnell  and  Miss  Cora  E.  Parker. 
The  ceremony  occurred  at  the  residence  of  the 
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bride’s  father,  E.  F.  Parker,  Rev.  W.  R.  Higgins 
officiating. 

A private  school  was  taught  in  the  upper  room 
of  J.  B.  Culver’s  store  building,  in  the  summer  of 
1858,  bv  Miss  Jennie  Woodman,  with  ten  or 
twelve  pupils  iu  attendance.  The  next  year,  a rude 
building  was  erected  on  the  north  shore,  in  the 
platted  portion  named  Portland,  in  which  Miss 
Jennie  Clark  was  first  installed  as  teacher.  The 
logs  for  this  building  were  cut  on  the  southern  ex- 
tremity of  Minnesota  Point,  and  rafted  along  the 
shore  to  a point  nearest  the  location  of  the  house, 
the  work  being  voluntary  on  the  part  of  the  few 
then  residing  there. 

A Post-office  was  established  as  early  as  1856, 
and  J.  B.  Culver  appointed  Postmaster.  Mail 
was  brought  from  Superior  City,  which  place  was 
supplied  by  carrier  from  St.  Paul,  over  the  old 
military  road. 

Religious  exercises  were  conducted  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1856,  by  Rev.  John  Barnett,  in  a boarding 
shanty  erected  by  the  mill  company.  On  the  last 
Sabbath  of  July,  1881,  this  reverend  gentleman, 
then  visiting  Duluth  after  an  absence  of  some 
twenty-three  years,  preached  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church  from  the  same  text  used  at  his  first  service 
in  1856:  “ What  must  I do  to  be  saved  V” 

The  several  churches  and  societies  organized  at 
Duluth  are  as  follows: 

cnuRoiiES. 

St.  John’s  Episcopal  Chuisch  was  organized  Oc- 
tober 25th,  1870,  with  George  B.  Sargent  and  J.  B. 
Culver,  Wardens;  Henry  Selby,  George  W.  Cott- 
rell, William  S.  Woodbridge,  Charles  G.  Nicholas 
James  S.  Smith,  and  Charles  C.  Jones,  Vestrymen. 
Services  were  held  some  time  previous  by  Rev. 
Mason  Gallagher,  and  later  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Gilfillan. 
During  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Gallagher  the  present 
church  edifice  was  erected,  partly  through  the 
liberality  of  Jay  Cooke.  Rev.  Mr.  Freeman  was 
called  to  this  parish  in  1872,  remaining  until  1874. 
Revs.  Joseph  A.  Russell,  F.  R.  Millspaugh,  and 
Richard  Wainright,  successively  filled  the  pulpit 
until  November,  1878.  The  present  rector,  Rev. 
C.  A.  Cummings,  began  his  labors  here  in  July, 
1870. 

Tin',  I’lLditiM  Congregational  Chituoii  was 
organized  January  18th,  1871,  with  sixteen  mem- 
bers, and  Rev.  C.  C.  Slater,  Pastor.  During  the 
first  six  months  public  services  were  held  in  a 
room  in  Pendleton’s  block,  Superior  Street.  The 
chapel  was  erected  in  the  summer  of  1871,  and 


dedicated  on  the  16th  of  July  of  the  same  year 
The  first  officers  were:  Jero  Kimball  and  Wil- 
liam S.  Woodbridge,  Deacons:  J.  L.  Dumont, 
Clerk;  L.  H.  Tenny,  Treasurer;  J.  1).  Ensign, 
R.  S.  Monger,  O.  K.  Patterson,  E.  E.  Smith,  and  E. 
II.  Teimy,  Trustees.  Services  are  held  regularly 
every  Sabbath  morning  and  evening.  The  pres- 
ent membership  is  fifty,  and  Rev.  C.  C.  Slater 
is  still  in  charge. 

Catholic. — A mission  was  established  Decem- 
ber 18th,  1861),  and  a house  of  worship  erected 
next  year.  The  first  priest  was  Father  George 
Keller.  Father  J.  B.  M.  Genin  was  stationed  here 
in  1873,  an'd  has  since  remained,  except  about 
eighteen  months  spent  among  the  Indians.  The 
society  now  claims  a membership  of  1,800,  and 
their  church  property  is  estimated  at  $12,000.  A 
parochial  school  was  established  in  January,  1881, 
with  200  pupils. 

St.  Paul’s  Gekman  Evangelical  Church,  was 
organized  on  the  11th  of  May,  1872,  with  thirty 
members,  under  the  pastoral  efforts  of  Rev.  Johanns 
Lucder.  A church  was  erected  in  the  summer  of 
1873.  '[’lie  society  has  no  pastor  at  present.  William 
the  First,  Emperor  of  Germany,  sent  this  church  a 
cannon  taken  in  the  Franco-German  war,  in  De- 
cember 1873,  which  was  on  exhibition  in  the  City 
of  Duluth  for  some  time,  then  sent  to  New  York 
and  recast  into  a bell,  which  now  hangs  in  the  cu- 
pola of  the  church. 

Norwegian  Danish  Evangelical  Lutheran. — 
This  society  was  organized  in  1870,  with  ten  mem- 
bers, and  a church  built  in  1872,  which  was  blown 
down  about  three  years  later,  after  which  they 
were  without  a house  of  worship  until  the  purchase 
of  their  present  edifice  about  a year  afterward. 

Swedish  Evangelical  Lutheran.— This  church 
was  organized  by  Rev.  Mr.  Cederstam  in  1869, 
and  held  public  service  for  a time  in  the  school- 
house.  Their  church  edifice  was  erected  in  the 
summer  of  1870,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  $2,800. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  November,  1869,  by  Rev.  II.  Webb.  They 
worshiped  for  a time  in  a school  house  and  else- 
where, until  the  erection  of  their  present  church 
edifice.  The  following  -pastors  have  since  offi- 
ciated: Revs.  Henry  J.  Curtis,  William  McKuley, 

J.  ().  Rich,  H.  S.  Hill,  and  L.  II.  Shumate.  The 
present  membership  is  fifty-eight. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
August  27th,  1870,  with  twelve  members,  and 
supplied  with  preaching  by  Rev.  J.  E.  Wood,  a 
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missionary  of  that  denomination.  Rev.  J.  L.  A. 
Fish  became  pastor  in  June,  1872,  and  the  follow- 
ing year  a house  of  worship  was  erected,  costing 
about  $4,000. 

Rich  Point  Presbyterian  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  the  spring  of  1873,  with  live  members. 
Mr.  E.  F.  Ely  was  the  first  Elder,  and  Rev.  J.  A. 
Lowry  was  chosen  Pastor,  and  still  remains.  A 
house  of  worship  was  erected  in  the  summer  of 
1873,  at  a cost  of  $2,200. 

SOCIETIES. 

Palestine  Lodge  No.  79,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  was 
organized,  U.  D.,  on  the  10th  of  April,  1809,  and 
chartered  June  12th,  1870.  The  first  officers  were: 
Joshua  B.  Culver,  W.  M.;  James  D.  Ray,  S.  W.; 
Franklin  W.  Ely,  J.  W. ; Albert  N.  Seip,  Sec. ; 
John  F.  McLaren,  Jr.  Treas.;  Walter  Van  Brunt, 
S.  D.;  George  G.  Barnum,  J.  D. ; Herman  Oswald, 

S.  S.;  Clinton  Markell,  Tyler. 

Masonry  is  further  represented  by  Key  Stone 
Chapter  No.  20,  and  Duluth  Council,  No.  0.  The 
first  meets  twice  a month,  and  the  second  monthly. 

Siierwood  Lodge,  I.  O.  of  O.  F.,  was  organ- 
ized on  the  25th  of  August,  1870,  with  five  char- 
ter members.  The  following  were  the  first  officers : 

T.  H.  Pressnell,  N.  G.;  David  Geiger,  V.  G.;  P.  M. 
Trudell,  Secretary;  Herman  Oswald,  Treasurer. 
This  lodge  meets  every  Friday  evening. 

Superior  Lodge,  No.  10,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was 
organized  on  the  3d  of  April,  1870,  with  twenty 
members.  Its  first  officers  were:  O.  J.  Johnson, 
P.  M.  W.;  T.  H.  Pressnell,  M.  W.;  C.  F.  Johnson, 
F.;  Edward  Ingals,  O. ; Frank  Burk,  R.;  W.  H. 
Smith,  F. ; J.  B.  Scovill,  R.  This  lodge  meets 
every  Tuesday  evening,  and  has  eighty  members. 

Duluth  Lodge  No.  58,  was  organized  on  the 
25th  of  July,  1878,  with  sixteen  charter  members. 
The  first  officers  were:  B.  Wainwright,  P.  M.  W. ; 
George  La  Vaque,  M.  W. ; H.  Buy  water,  I1'.; 
F.  B.  Smith,  O. ; L.  A.  Marvin,  R. ; J.  C.  Hunter, 
R.  This  lodge  meets  semi-monthly,  and  has 
twenty-nine  members. 

Zenith  City  Lodge,  I.  O.  G.  T.,  was  organized 
in  October,  187(1,  with  fifteen  members.  'flic 
membership  is  now  sixty-nine,  and  meetings  ‘are 
held  weekly. 

Fire  Department.  A Hose  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1870,  and  an  engine  purchased  by  the 
city.  A fully  organized  Fire  Department  was 
formed  in  1873,  which  was  substituted  by  a board 
of  Fire  Marshals  in  1877,  using  the  equipage  of 
the  old  organization. 


The  school  interest  has  kept  pace  with  other 
matters,  and  in  addition  to  the  Ward  schools,  the 
High  School  of  Duluth  has  been  duly  enrolled  by 
the  State  High  School  Board,  and  on  July  1st, 
1881,  the  contract  was  awarded  for  the  erection  of 
the  buildings. 

The  first  newspaper  hero  was  the  “ Minnesotian,’’ 
published  by  Dr.  Thomas  Foster,  the  initial  num- 
ber dating  April  24th,  18G9.  For  the  want  of  a 
better  place,  a stable  was  first  used  as  sanctum  and 
composing  room.  In  August  1872,  Thomas  H. 
Pressnell  leased  the  office,  and  continued  the  publi- 
cation until  June,  1875,  being  assisted  a portion  of 
the  time  by  Judge  E.  F.  Parker.  At  the  date  last 
mentioned,  the  “ Herald”  was  purchased  by  M.  C. 
Russell  and  T.  H.  Pressnell,  who  enlarged  it  to  a 
nine  column  folio,  continuing  its  publication  till 
August,  1875,  when  Mr.  Russell  withdrew,  and 
Air.  Pressnell  continued  it  alone  until  September, 
when  he  was  appointed  Receiver  in  the  Land  Gf 
fice  at  Duluth,  and  sold  to  E.  H.  Foster,  who  con- 
solidated it  with  the  “ Minnesotian.” 

In  May,  1870,  the  “ Tribune”  was  established 
by  R.  C.  Mitchell,  and  during  a portion  of  1872, 
and  ’73,  he  published  a daily,  which  was  sus- 
pended during  the  hard  times,  but  is  now  resumed. 
Other  newspaper  efforts  either  resulted  in  failure, 
or  merged  into  the  “Tribune,”  which  still  contin- 
ues under  Air.  Alitchell’s  management. 

The  “ Lake  Superior  News”  was  started  in  1878, 
by  W.  S.  Woodbridge,  who  still  continues  its  pub- 
lication. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  volume  to  note  all  the 
points  of  local  or  general  interest,  or  indulge  in  a 
detailed  narration  of  events  connected  with  the 
varying  fortunes  and  present  attainments  of  the 
city.  Enough  is  given  to  show  the  spirit  of  en- 
terprise to  which  its  prosperity  is  due,  and  which 
it  is  believed  points  to  a future  greatness  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  anticipations  of  its  original  founders. 

St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad.— The  his- 
tory of  this  company  dates  back  to  the  year  1857, 
when  a charter,  dating  Alay  23d,  was  granted  to 
the  Nebraska  and  Lake  Superior  Railroad  Com- 
pany, Edmund  Rice  and  Franklin  Steele  being 
among  the  incorporators.  No  work  was  done 
under  this  charter,  and  on  tin1  8th  of  Alurch,  1801, 
the  charter  was  altered  by  an  amendment  to  the 
former  legislative  act,  changing  the  title  to  the 
Lake  Superior  and  Alississippi  Railroad  Company. 
The  first  charter  contemplated  routes,  the  main 
line  of  which  should  extend  from  the  west  end  of 
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Lake  Suporior  to  the  Nebraska  line,  with  a branch 
lino  from  some  point  on  the  Mississippi  river  to 
Taylor’s  Falls.  The  new  charter  anticipated  a 
line  from  the  west  end  of  Lake  Superior  to  some 
point  on  the  Mississippi  river,  with  the  right  to 
extend  to  the  Minnesota  river;  and  a branch  line  to 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  St.  Croix,  the  main 
line  to  be  built  first.  The  charter  required  the 
Company  to  survey  and  locate  the  road  within 
one  year,  to  grade  at  least  twenty  miles  within 
two  years,  and  to  complete  the  main  line  within 
five  years.  In  July,  1877,  the  title  was  changed 
to  the  present,  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad 
Company. 

Work  on  this  Tine  was  begun  at  St.  Paul  in 
1867,  and  two  years  later  at  Duluth.  In  1869  or 
’70  the  main  line  was  completed  and  has  since 
been  in  operation.  The  Company  also  own  and 
operate  several  branch  lines,  and  are  constantly 
adding  to  their  lines  and  equipage. 

The  distance  by  rail  from  St.  Paul  to  Duluth  is 
one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles,  most  of  which  is 
through  a region  unsettled  before  the  building  of 
the  road.  Since  then,  several  large,  and  many 
average  size  farms  have  been  opened,  with  satis- 
factory results.  The  Edgorton  Farm,  and  Mah- 
towa  Stock  Farm,  have  demonstrated  the  protits  of 
farming  on  a large  scale,  and  have  inspired  others 
with  faith  to  engage  in  agricultural  pursuits  along 
this  lino  of  road. 

The  provisions  of  the  land  grants  of  the  United 
States  and  State  of  Minnesota,  gave  to  this  Com- 
pany nearly  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand 
acres  of  land,  of  which  about  five  hundred  thou- 
sand are  covered  with  white  pine  timber. 

The  offices  of  the  Company  are  at  St.  Paul,  as 
are  also  their  main  shops,  round-house,  etc.  They 
have  an  engine  house  and  repair  shops  at  Rice’s 
Point,  one  mile  south  of  Duluth,  and  own  the 
depot  at  Duluth,  which  is  also  used  by  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company.  The  general  oflices 
in  St.  Paul  are  at  the  corner  of  Fourth  and  Wa- 
couta  streets,  and  shops,  etc.,  at  foot  of  Fourth 
street.  The  present  oflicers  are:  James  Smith,  Jr., 
President;  W.  H.  Rhawn,  Vice  President;  E.  'Q. 
Sewall,  General  Superintendent;  P.  S,  Harris, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer;  F.  S.  Ilsloy,  Auditor;  A. 
M.  Eddy,  General  Freight  and  Ticket  Agent;  and 
W.  D.  Kelly,  Road  Master. 

RIOGKAl'JIIOAIj. 

Hickman  Buko  is  a native  of  Germany.  In 
185*2,  he  emne  to  America,  located  in  Detroit, 


Michigan,  and  resided  four  years.  Then,  after  liv- 
ing two  years  at  Duluth,  he  removed  to  Ontonagon 
county,  Michigan,  remaining  until  1866.  In  the 
latter  year  he  went  to  Lake  Vermillion,  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  mines  until  coming  to  Superior 
City.  In  1870,  he  returned  to  Duluth,  and  opened 
the  Lake  Superior  Meat  Market,  which  business 
he  still  continues,  supplying  many  of  the  boats  at 
the  head  of  the  lake,  besides  a large  city  trade. 

Carl  Berkelmann  was  born  in  1819,  in  Ger- 
many. He  came  to  America  in  1861,  residing  for 
six  years  in  New  York.  Then  coming  to  Duluth, 
for  five  years  he  was  employed  in  a grocery  store. 
In  1875,  Mr.  Berkelmann  moved  to  Bismarck,  and 
remained  four  ye  are.  Returning  to  Duluth,  ho 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  furniture  business. 

George  Berkelmann  was  born  on  the  16th  of 
September,  1811,  in  Germany.  He  came  to  Amer- 
ica, arriving  in  New  York  in  July,  1861.  Three 
years  later  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  was  em- 
ployed in  the  coal  mines  on  the  upper  Cotton- 
wood, and  also  participated  in  the  explorations  of 
Walnut  Grove.  On  the  15th  of  December,  1865, 
Mr.  Berkelmann  came  to  Duluth  and  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  Minnesota  Gold  Mining  Company, 
working  for  some  time  at  Lake  Vermillion.  In 
1868,  he  and  three  friends  cut  forty  miles  of  the 
Duluth  and  Vermillion  road,  and  also  assisted  hi 
the  building  of  the  Duluth  and  Oneota  county 
road.  Then,  after  another  exploring  tour  down 
the  North  Shore  with  Prof.  R.  M.  Eames  and  H. 
Mayhew,  he  was  employed  as  axman  and  later  as 
commissary  of  the  Engineer  corps  on  the  north- 
ern division  of  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  railroad.  For 
two  years  Mr.  Berkelmann  was  Town  Clerk,  and 
in  1870,  acted  as  policeman,  then  as  chief  of 
police,  filling  the  latter  office  under  the  first  three 
Mayors  of  Duluth.  From  1873,  to  ’77,  ho  served 
as  County  Sheriff  and  since  as  County  Auditor. 

Albert  Block  is  a native  of  Germany.  He 
came  to  America  in  1873,  spent  a few  months  at 
Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  then  came  directly  to 
Duluth.  For  about  three  years,  he  was  engaged 
in  different  occupations;  then,  having  learned  the 
baker’s  trade  in  the  old  country,  he  opened  a 
bakery,  and  has  since  followed  that  business,  his 
brother  going  in  as  partner  a short  time  ago. 

Alexander  Craweoed,  a native  of  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  was  born  on  the  22d  of  January,  1837. 
Ho  learned  the  machinist’s  trade  in  his  native  land, 
came  to  America  in  1855,  and  located  in  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  ho  was  employed  at  his  trade 
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during  the  first  winter,  after  which,  for  twenty- 
one  years,  he  was  employed  as  engineer  on  the 
lake  steamers.  In  1880,  he  removed  to  Duluth, 
and  has  since  been  engineer  at  Elevator  15,  in  this 
city. 

William  Curtis  was  born  in  1855,  in  England. 
He  came  to  America  when  a child,  living  in  Chi- 
cago until  coming  to  Duluth  in  1871.  Mr.  Curtis 
is  now  fireman  of  Elevator  15,  of  this  place. 

Albert  S.  Chase  is  Station  Agent  at  this  place 
for  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  a 
position  which  he  has  held  since  the  completion  of 
the  road  to  this  point. 

Frank  E.  Culver,  son  of  J.  B.  Culver,  who  is 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this  city,  occupies  a 
position  with  the  Northern  Pacific  Company. 

E.  J.  Crossett  is  a native  of  Vermont.  In 
1865,  he  moved  to  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  remain- 
ing but  a short  time,  after  which  lie  entered  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  Express  Company, 
and  for  a few  months  was  messenger  between  St. 
Paul,  Minnesota;  and  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  then 
between  St.  Paul  and  Prairie  du  Chien  for  eight 
years,  and  finally,  between  St.  Paul  and  Duluth 
until  April,  1879.  Since  the  latter  date  Mr.  Cros- 
sett has  been  Agent  at  Duluth. 

Henry  A.  Campbell,  a native  of  Nova  Scotia, 
was  born  in  1850.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years 
he  removed  to  Reading,  Massachusetts,  remaining 
for  one  year  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  and 
then  came  to  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  The  two 
years  following  he  was  employed  on  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad,  going  from  place  to  place  as  the 
road  advanced,  and  keeping  a small  stock  of  boots 
and  shoes.  Then,  until  April,  1880,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  general  merchandise  business  at 
Brainerd.  In  the  latter  year  ho  came  to  this  place, 
where  in  connection  with  boots  and  shoes  he  keeps 
a line  of  dry  goods,  hats,  caps,  clothing,  &c.,  being 
a member  of  the  firm  of  Campbell  & Smith.  Their 
increasing  business  obliged  them  to  enlarge  their 
store,  and  they  are  now  having  a heavy  trade. 

Thomas  Cullyeord,  a native  of  England,  was 
born  in  1841.  Most  of  his  life  being  spent  at 
hotels,  he  has  become  familiar  with  the  busine'ss, 
and  in  July,  1879,  came  to  Duluth  and  rented  the 
Clark  House.  This  house  was  built  by  the  Lake 
Superior  and  Mississippi  Railroad  Company,  and 
opened  to  the  public  in  1871,  Scott,  & Hull  being 
proprietors  until  1876;  then  the  former  refin'd, 
and  the  latter  continued  the  business  alone  for 
three  years.  In  the  mean  time  the  house  had 
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passed  into  the  hands  of  0.  II.  Clark  and  others, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  still  own  it.  The  Clark 
House  is  a three-story  frame  building  with  office, 
parlors,  reception  rooms,  dining  room,  Ac.  on  the 
first  Hour,  and  sixty-live  guest-rooms  above. 

John  It.  Carey  was  born  in  Maine  on  the  -Id  of 
March,  1890.  On  the  12tli  of  April,  1853,  he 
came  to  Minnesota  with  a New  England  colony; 
resided  in  St.  Paul  two  years,  and  came  to  Supe- 
rior City,  Wisconsin,  on  the  2d  of  June,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business.  He 
took  a claim,  and  in  October,  1855,  voted  for  a 
Delegate  to  Congress,  it  being  the  first  election 
ever  held  in  the  county.  In  October,  1857,  he  re- 
moved to  Oneota,  and  assisted  in  the  entry  and 
settlement  of  that  town.  Mr.  Carey  was  elected 
Judge  of  Probate  in  October,  1859,  and  re-elected 
for  five  successive  terms;  was  appointed  United 
States  Commissioner  for  the  district  of  Minnesota 
in  1862,  by  Hon.  R.  R.  Nelson.  In  1869,  he  was 
elected  Clerk  of  the  District  Court,  re-elected  three 
terms,  and  has  also  held  the  office  of  City  Justice 
for  two  years. 

J.  E.  Cooley,  of  the  firm  of  Cooley,  La  Vaque 
& Co.,  is  a native  of  New  York  State.  He  came  to 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  1868,  where,  for  five 
years,  lie  was  engaged  in  the  lumber  business. 
Then,  in  1873,  he  came  to  Duluth,  and  as  a mem- 
ber of  the  above  firm  has  carried  on  an  extensive 
fishery  business,  supplying  markets  all  over  the 
Northwest;  the  catch  amounts  to  about  twenty 
thousand  pounds  per  week. 

Peter  Dean  was  born  in  1828,  in  New  York 
City.  He  learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  a car- 
penter for  several  years,  and  in  1818,  came  to  the 
Bruce  copper  mines  at  Lake  Huron.  Two  years 
later,  lie  removed  to  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  and 
was  engaged  for  five  years  at  his  trade.  Thence, 
to  Superior  City  until  1858,  when  he  returned  for 
two  years  to  Ontonagon,  and  in  1860,  went  to 
Houghton,  Michigan,  clerking  in  a mercantile 
establishment  for  seven  years,  and  two  years  in 
business  for  himself.  Then  coming  to  Duluth  lie 
was  one  of  the  first  to  start  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of 
the  city.  Has  been  Mayor  of  the  city,  and  iu 
1880,  was  President  of  the  Village  Council. 

John  Dunphy,  a native  of  Ireland,  was  born 
in  December,  1811.  When  quite  young  he  wont 
to  the  West  Indies,  where,  for  three  years,  lie  was 
engaged  as  book-keeper,  and  for  four  years  had 
charge  of  a plantation.  Then  coming  to  Canada, 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


ho  was  employed  on  a farm  four  years,  thence  to 
Cleveland,  Ohio,  engaging  in  the  manufacturing 
business,  and  afterwards  in  the  same  business  in 
Chicago.  After  an  engagement  of  four  years  in 
the  mining  regions  of  Michigan,  lie  came  to  I ) ti- 
ll 1 1 1 1 in  IHfi(i.  Here  lie  pro  einpted  the  I'urm  which 
lie  still  owns;  was  elected  Register  of  Deeds,  and 
for  two  years  was  clerking  in  a real  estate  oilice. 
The  year  1802  finds  him  at  Twin  Lakes,  Carleton 
county,  in  the  hotel  business,  and  also  keeping  the 
Post-office.  Mr.  Dunphy  returned  to  Duluth  in 
1874,  and  in  1870,  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate; 
served  two  years,  and  in  1880,  was  re-elected,  and 
still  holds  the  office.  On  the  20tli  of  June,  1854, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  lleady.  Their 
children  tire,  James  V.,  John  T.,  Mary  A.,  Catha- 
rine, Julia,  Angela,  and  Carroll  P. 

Henry  A.  Davis,  a millwright  by  fyade,  is  a 
native  of  New  York  State.  He  has  been  four 
years  in  Minnesota,  one  year  at  Stillwater  and 
three  at  Duluth.  Mr.  Davis  has  a line  farm  at 
New  York  Mills,  about  sixty  miles  from  Brainerd, 
on  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 

Jaspeb  S.  Daniels  is  also  a native  of  New 
York  State.  Ho  served  four  years  in  the  army, 
two  and  half  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  the  balance  of  the  time  as  First  Lieutenant  in 
the  First  Wisconsin  Artillery.  Was  for  two  years 
on  an  exploring  expedition  in  Canada,  and  in 
1869,  came  to  Duluth  and  was  for  several  years 
employed  at  various  occupations.  Since  June, 
1880,  Mr.  Daniels  has  been  Village  Marshal,  with 
three  assistants  on  the  police  force. 

Frank  W.  Eaton  was  born  in  New  Hampshire, 
in  1849.  Was  employed  on  farms  in  his  native 
State  until  coining  to  the  St.  Croix  Valley,  Minne- 
sota, in  1868,  where  ho  was  for  two  years  engaged 
in  Hit'  lumber  business,  fn  1870,  ho  came  to  Du- 
luth, and  has  since  been  in  the  real  estate  busi- 
ness and  dealing  in  pine  lands.  Since  the  organ- 
ization of  the  village,  Mr.  Eaton  has  tilled  the 
position  of  Recorder. 

James  Edwards  was  born  in  Wales  in  1823. 
He  came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1831,  and 
located  in  Wyoming  Valley,  Pennsylvania,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  the  mines.  In  1850,  he  re- 
moved to  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  and  remained  for 
several  years.  The  years  1853-54  were  spent  in 
Superior  City,  having  taken  land  about  nine 
miles  south  of  that  place.  In  1857,  lie  started  a 
general  store  at  Superior  City,  which  he  emit imied 
until  1862;  then,  for  about  fourteon  months,  was 


employed  by  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroa 
Company  in  contracting  and  building.  He  wa 
next  engaged  on  a steamboat  running  betweei 
Superior  and  Duluth,  and  about  the  head  of  th 
lake,  but  has  been  out  of  business  for  the  last  lev 
years. 

William  Fraser  entered  the  employ  of  tin 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  in  1875,  at 
receiving  clerk,  and  since  May,  1880,  has  been 
cashier  at  this  point. 

John  Flynn,  a native  of  Buffalo,  New  York, 
was  born  in  1849.  He  was  employed  as  clerk  on 
the  lake  steamers  for  many  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1880,  became  to  Duluth  as  agent  for  the  Lake 
Michigan  and  Lake  Superior  Transportation  Com- 
pany. The  officers  of  this  company  are:  S.  F. 

Leopold,  President;  A.  T.  Spencer,  Vice  President; 
C.  F.  A.  Spencer,  Secretary  and  Treasurer;  and 
Joseph  Austrian,  General  Manager.  Mr.  Flynn 
is  also  agent  for  the  Lake  Superior  and  South 
Shore  line. 

Edward  Fieeiger,  a native  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  1867.  Was  one  year  in  Watertown, 
Wisconsin,  and  five  years  in  Shakopee,  Minnesota; 
in  both  places  being  engaged  at  blacksmith  work. 
In  1873,  he  came  to  Duluth  and  started  a black- 
smith shop,  and  six  years  later,  added  a full  lino 
of  stoves  and  hardware. 

James  H.  Flynt,  a native  of  Franklin,  New 
York,  came  to  Superior  City  in  1856,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  surveying  until  1861;  then  enlisted  in 
the  Fifteenth  Iowa  Infantry  and  served  four  years. 
Since  1865,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  jewelry 
business;  two  years  in  Albany,  New  York;  two 
years  at  Shelby,  Ohio;  and  in  South  Bend,  Indi- 
ana, until  1872,  since  which  time  he  has  conducted 
a jewelry  store  tit  this  place. 

M.  Fink,  a native  of  Germany,  came  to  America 
in  1867,  locating  in  Minnesota,  lie  first  lived  two 
years  at  Chaslca,  then  one  year  at  St.  Paul,  and 
six  at  Stillwater.  Came  to  Duluth  in  1876,  rented 
the  brewery,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  tho 
manufacture  of  beer. 

James  Ferguson  is  a native  of  Prince  Edward’s 
Island.  He  came  to  Michigan  in  1871,  and  wi.s 
for  ten  years  employed  on  the  Flint  and  Marquette 
Railroad.  In  May,  1881,  ho  came  to  Duluth  and 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  being  in  part- 
nership with  William  A.  Ilicken. 

Charles  Hinman  Graves,  a man  well  known 
throughout  northern  and  central  Minnesota,  is  a 
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native  of  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  the  year  1839.  He  is  the  son  of 
Rev.  H.  A.  Graves,  a Baptist  clergyman,  and  edi- 
tor of  the  “Christian  Watchman  and  Uolloctor,” 
of  Huston,  INI r.  () raves  received  a common  school 
education  in  Boston,  afterward  clerking  in  a dry 
goods  store  until  May,  18(51,  when  he  enlisted  at 
West  Cambridge,  in  a volunteer  company  raised 
by  Captain  Ingalls,  which  in  .Tune  was  assigned 
to  the  Fortieth  Regiment  of  New  York  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  ordered  to  Washington.  After  serv- 
ing as  a private  and  non-commissioned  otlicer  till 
November,  18(51,  he  was  promoted  to  Second  Lieu- 
tenant as  the  result  of  a competitive  examination 
of  all  the  non-commissioned  officers  in  the  Regi- 
ment. He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Bull  Run, 
Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  and  Seven  Oaks,  and  in 
June,  1802,  was  detailed  as  Ordnance  Officer  and 
Aid-de-Camp  on  General  Kearney’s  Staff.  He 
also  served  as  Staff'  Officer  under  Generals  Stone- 
man,  Birney,  Graham,  and  Terry.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  First  Lieutenant,  and  Captain  in  his 
Regiment,  then  to  Captain  and  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  and  soon  after  was  raised  to  the  rank  of 
Maj  or  “ for  gallant  services  in  the  attack  on  Fort 
Fisher,  North  Carolina.”  He  was  also  brevet 
Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Colonel,  and  in  18(55,  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant  of  Infantry  in  the  Regular 
army,  and  the  following  year  promoted  to  Cap- 
tain, serving  as  Inspector-General  of  the  depart- 
ment of  Dakota,  and  in  other  important  positions. 
During  his  service  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac, 
he  was  severely  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Gettys- 
burg. After  long  and  active  service,  he  resigned 
his  commission  in  December,  1870,  and  has  since 
been  a resident  of  Duluth.  As  a citizen,  his  life 
has  been  no  less  active  than  as  a soldier.  He  was 
a member  of  the  State  Senate  from  1875!  to  187(5 
inclusive,  for  several  years  a member  of  the  Re- 
publican State  Central  Committee,  and  Chairman 
of  the  Republican  Congressional  Convention  of 
the  Third  district  in  1880.  For  several  years  he 
has  been  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  St.  Paul  and 
Duluth  railroad,  and  is  now  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  C.  II.  Graves  <fe  Co.,  the  leading  wholesale 
house  of  Duluth;  is  also  President  of  the  Union 
Improvement  and  Elevator  Company,  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Lake  Superior  Elevator  Company; 
Secretary  of  the  Duluth  Iron  Company,  and  a 
member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Duluth. 

P.  B.  Gaylord  is  a native  of  Ohio.  He  was  for 
a time  engaged  in  the  town  of  Jefferson,  as  a pho- 
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tographer.  Then,  in  1869,  came  to  Duluth,  where 
he  is  now  in  the  same  business. 

J.  15.  M.  Genin  was  born  near  Lyons,  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  France,  on  the  4th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1839.  lie  graduated  at  the  commercial  Col- 
lege of  Hour-gen- Hresso.  In  18(50,  he  came  to 
Canada,  and  for  four  years  was  a teacher  at  the  St. 
Joseph  College,  Ottawa,  being  ordained  priest  in 
1863.  His  first  charge  was  a mission  in  the  north- 
ern part  of  Canada,  remaining  until  1865.  Then 
for  a year  he  had  charge  of  a mission  between  the 
McKenzie  river  and  the  Arctic  Ocean.  In  1866,  he 
was  sent  to  Europe  for  a few  months  on  business 
in  connection  with  the  missions,  and  on  his  return 
went  among  the  Sioux  Indians.  In  1867,  he  built 
a house  at  Holy  Cross,  on  the  Red  river,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Wild  Rice  river,  and  the  following 
year  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  that  point. 
This  was  the  war  path  of  the  Sioux  and  Chippewa 
Indians,  and  near  the  graves  of  many  victims  of 
the  Sioux  massacre  of  1862.  His  object  in  locat- 
ing at  this  point  was  to  make  an  effort  to  check 
the  depredations  of  the  Indians  on  the  whites,  and 
was  also  the  means  of  a settlement  in  that  region. 
At  his  instigation  a meeting  was  held  at  Fort 
Abercrombie  on  the  15th  of  August,  1870,  before 
General  Hunt,  the  officer  of  the  fort,  when  a treaty 
was  framed,  the  Chippewa  and  Sioux  tribes  agree- 
ing to  no  more  molest  the  whites,  and  also  to  live 
friendly  with  each  other.  In  1868,  a cross  was 
erected  by  Father  Genin  at  that  point;  he  also 
built  a church  there.  In  1873,  he  took  charge  of 
a church  at  Duluth,  anil  has  since  resided  in  this 
place. 

William  A.  Hicken  is  a native  of  Prince  Ed- 
ward’s Island,  and  resided  there  until  he  came  to 
Duluth.  Since  May,  1881,  lie  has  been  in  the 
grocery  business  in  partnership  with  James  Fer- 
guson. 

Franklin  P.  Hopkins  was  born  in  Prattsburg, 
New  York,  in  1820.  When  a child  lie  came  with 
his  parents  to  Michigan;  remained  on  a farm  till 
1850,  then,  for  three  years,  was  engaged  in  car- 
pentering, and  afterwards,  until  1871,  was  in  the 
lumber  and  mill  business  in  Yermontvillc.  In  tho 
latter  year  he  came  to  Duluth,  purchased  a farm 
on  section  twelve,  town  of  Herman,  a short  dis- 
tance from  Duluth,  and  was  engaged  in  farming 
and  also  worked  at  his  trade.  Since  February, 
1880,  he  has  been  employed  in  elevator  15,  at  (he 
carpenter  and  millwright  trade. 

Otto  0.  Hartman  was  born  in  Shakopee,  Min- 
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nesota,  in  1860.  When  ho  was  ton  years  old  his 
parents  came  to  Duluth,  and  in  1876,  lie  wont 
into  the  employ  of  tho  Northwestern  Telegraph 
Company.  Three  years  later  ho  accepted  tho 
position  of  manager  for  tho  company  at  Duluth. 
In  July,  18H],  tho  ollieo  passed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company,  and  Mr. 
Ilartman  occupies  the  same  position  under  the 
new  management. 

William  J.  Hambly  is  a native  of  England, 
and  was  born  on  the  9tli  of  March,  1845.  He 
came  to  America  in  1867,  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  touching  school  at  Eagle  river,  Mich- 
igan. Then  for  eighteen  months  he  taught  school 
in  this  place,  and  afterward  removed  to  Hancock, 
Michigan,  where  he  was  employed  as  an  account- 
ant; thence  to  Silver  Island,  Ontario,  where  he 
had  charge  of  a silver  stamp  mill  for  eighteen 
months.  In  1878,  he  came  again  to  Duluth  and 
has  since  been  employed  as  accountant  for  differ- 
ent parties.  Miss  Busina  Thomas  became  his  wife 
on  the  21st  of  December,  1865.  Of  six  children 
born,  four  are  living;  Bessie,  John  S.,  Albert  W., 
and  Oliver. 

Neiiemi.ah  Hu lett  was  born  in  Hampton, 
Washington  county,  New  York,  on  the  3Uth  of 
January,  1823.  He  was  reared  on  a farm  and  re- 
ceived an  academic  education.  In  September, 
1856,  he  came  to  Winona  county,  Minnesota,  and 
a few  months  later  to  Faribault,  remaining  until 
May,  1857;  thence  to  Duluth,  where  he  spent 
some  time  in  exploring  the  country,  and  finally 
took  a claim  near  Spirit  Lake,  about  eight  miles 
south  of  Duluth,  where  he  resided  two  years.  He 
then  returned  to  the  east  and  spent  a greater  por- 
tion of  the  time  till  1864,  in  his  native  State.  He 
was  for  a year  and  a half  in  Oneota,  after  which, 
until  1867,  he  divided  his  time  between  this  sec- 
tion of  flu1  country  and  the  old  homestead  in  New 
York.  . In  the  fall  of  1867,  Mr.  Hulett  was  elected 
Treasurer  of  St.  Louis  county,  and  held  the  posi- 
tion eight  years;  since  which  he  has  been  en- 
gaged in  farming. 

Math  IAS  IIaiui  is  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  1861.  The  lirst  live  years  of 
his  resilience  in  this  country  he  spent  in  tho  cop- 
per mines  of  Michigan,  then  came  to  Duluth, 
remained  a short  time,  and  visited  Vermillion,  re- 
maining six  months.  He  then  returned  to  Du- 
luth, where  he  Iuih  been  engaged  in  different  oc- 
cupations; lirst  in  a saw  mill,  then  in  the  fishing 
business  four  or  live  years,  and  is  at  present  in  a 


confectionery,  bakery,  and  cigar  store,  with  a bil 
hard  hall  attached. 

Chkist  Haug  is  a native  of  Germany,  and  cans 
to  America  in  1864.  He  first  located  in  the  towi 
of  Dockland,  Ontonagon  county,  Michigan,  when 
he  was  in  tho  jewelry  business  for  about  elover 
years;  thence  to  Houghton,  same  State,  remain- 
ing until  1879.  He  came  to  Duluth  in  the  lattei 
year,  and  is  engaged  in  the  watchmaking  and 
jewelry  business. 

Chancy  Joslin,  proprietor  of  the  Windsor 
House,  was  born  in  March,  1827,  in  Wayne  coun- 
ty, Michigan.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  ac- 
cepting the  position  of  conductor  on  tho  Michi- 
gan Central  Railroad,  remaining  twenty -six  years. 
On  leaving  the  Company,  Mr.  Joslin  came  to 
Minnesota,  was  employed  on  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  one  year;  then  took  charge  of  the  Eating 
House  at  Island  Lake,  where  he  remained  until 
coming  to  Duluth  and  purchasing  the  Windsor 
House  on  the  25th  of  June,  1881.  The  house  is 
a three  story  frame  structure,  with  thirty  rooms; 
was  built  by  William  Lynn  and  opened  to  the 
public  in  April,  1880. 

Ciiakles  F.  Johnson,  a native  of  Sweden,  was 
born  in  1843.  His  parents  came  to  America  in 
1853,  and  two  years  afterward  settled  in  St.  Paul, 
Avhere  our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  book  and 
stationery  business.  For  two  years  he  served  in 
the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  1869, 
he  came  to  Duluth,  and  the  following  year,  was 
elected  City  Comptroller,  which  office  he  resigned 
in  1875,  to  take  that  of  Deputy  Collector  of  Cus- 
toms, which  latter  position  he  still  holds.  He 
also  has  a book  and  stationery  store,  and  job 
I printing  and  bindery  house.  In  April,  1869,  he 
was  married  to  Minnie  Sherry  of  Chicago.  The 
result  of  this  union  has  been  two  children;  Fred- 
erick and  Emma. 

Joseph  E.  Knowlton  was  born  on  the  15th  of 
April,  1835,  in  Maine.  In  1868,  he  came  to  Min- 
nesota, remained  one  year  in  Minneapolis  and  came 
to  Duluth,  where  for  two  years  lie  was  engaged  in 
contracting  dock  work.  In  1871,  Mr.  Knowlton, 
in  partnership  with  a Mr.  Pratt,  opened  a livery 
stable,  running  the  first  bus  in  Duluth.  In  1876, 
Moses  O’Brien  entered  the  firm,  and  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Pratt  in  May,  1880,  the  firm  name 
was  changed  to  O'Brien  and  Knowlton.  They 
have  a line  stable  on  Superior  Street,  40x1 15  feet, 
and  two  and  a half  stories  high ; own  about  twenty 
I horses,  and  run  a line  of  buses  and  hacks  to  the 
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boats  and  trains.  In  1876-77,  Mr.  Knowlton  was 
Receiver  in  tbo  Land  Office,  and  in  April,  1881, 
received  an  appointment  from  the  Governor  of  the. 
State  as  Surveyor  General  of  logs  and  lumber  for 
the  Fifth  district. 

Howard  C.  Kendall  is  a native  of  Monticello, 
Indiana.  In  1866,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Pun  Handle  Railroad  Company  as  operator,  at 
Logansport,  Indiana,  remaining  three  years  ; 
thence  to  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  engaged  on  the  Rock 
Island  road,  one  year;  with  the  Hannibal  and  St. 
Joe  Company  nine  months,  and  returned  to  the 
Pan  Handle  road;  then  with  the  St.  Paul  and 
Pacific  road  till  1874.  In  the  latter  year  he 
came  to  Duluth  as  a supply  in  the  ticket  office, 
till  1880,  since  which  time  he  has  been  the  reg- 
ular ticket  Agent  for  the  Northern  Pacific,  and  St. 
Paul  and  Duluth  Companies. 

1)1,  F.  Ivrklwitz  is  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  1841).  He  first  lived  one  win- 
ter in  Wisconsin,  then  removed  to  Mackinaw, 
Michigan,  where  he  remained  till  1853;  thence  to 
the  copper  mines  of  Lake  Supeiorr,  remaining 
sixteen  years;  and  came  to  Duluth  and  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  soda  water  one  year.  From 
1870  to  1880,  Mr.  Krelwitz  was  in  the  Marquette 
iron  and  copper  mines,  after  which  he  came  again 
to  Duluth,  and  has  since  been  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness. 

Frederick  Kroschke  is  a native  of  Germany. 
He  came  to  America,  locating  in  Utica,  New  York, 
in  1853;  remained  but  a few  months  and  came  to 
Dodge  county,  Minnesota,  where,  for  nine  years 
he  was  engaged  in  carpentering  and  building; 
thence  to  Appleton,  Wisconsin,  ten  years,  in  the 
furniture  business,  after  which,  until  1860,  he  was 
in  Owatonna,  Minnesota,  in  the  same  business.  In 
the  latter  year  he  came  to  Duluth,  remained  a 
year  and  a half,  and  returned  to  Appleton,  Wis- 
consin, remaining  a few  years.  Since  his  return 
to  Duluth,  ho  has  been  engaged  in  the  furniture 
business. 

Allen  M.  Longstreet  was  born  in  1834,  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York.  When  he  was  quite  young, 
his  parents  removed  to  Connecticut,  where  our 
subject  remained  till  twenty  years  of  age.  He 
then  removed  to  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  and 
for  four  years  was  engaged  in  the  woolen  mills  of 
that  place.  He  came  west  and  enlisted  in  the 
army  in  1861,  serving  till  the  close  of  the  war. 
Going  to  Indiana,  he  was  employed  in  the  woolen 
mills  two  years,  after  which,  until  1872,  he  was  in 


the  same  business  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Mr. 
Longstreet  came  to  Duluth  in  the  latter  year  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Ho 
is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  Bay  View  House, 
a three-story  frame  structure,  pleasantly  located 
on  Superior  street,  facing  the;  Lake,  and  contain- 
ing about  fifty  rooms. 

James  R.  Levins  was  born  in  June  1840,  in 
New  York  City,  where  he  learned  the  hatters’  trade. 
In  1862,  he  removed  to  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  re- 
mained in  the  mining  districts  three  years  and  re- 
turned to  his  native  place.  In  1868,  he  went  again 
to  Ontonagon,  Michigan,  and  the  following  year, 
to  Duluth.  For  two  years  since  coming  here,  Mr. 
Levins  was  engaged  in  fishing,  and  has  since  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad 
Company,  first  as  receiving  clerk,  and  since,  as 
check  clerk. 

S.  Londrerg  is  a native  of  Sweden  and  came  to 
America  in  1864.  He  was  three  years  in  St.  Paul, 
then  in  Minneapolis  till  coming  to  Duluth  in  1871; 
has  since  made  this  his  home,  and  is  at  present 
in  a billiard  house  and  bowling  alley,  on  Lake 
avenue. 

Joseph  Lloyd  is  a native  of  England,  and  came 
to  Canada  in  1854.  For  ten  years  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  Great  Western  Railroad,  and  in 
1864,  went  to  Houghton,  Michigan,  where  he  was 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  pop  and  other  bot- 
tle goods.  After  a twelve  years  residence  in  the 
latter  place,  he  removed  to  Danse,  same  State,  re- 
maining till  May,  1880;  then  came  to  Duluth  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  the  same  business  on 
Lake  avenue. 

John  II.  La  Vaque  is  a native  of  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  born  on  the  4th  of  March,  1845.  When 
he  was  an  infant,  his  parents  removed  to  Stevens 
Point  in  the  same  State,  where  our  subject  resided 
during  his  youth.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  he 
came  to  St.  Cloud,  Minnesota,  learned  painting 
and  after  three  years,  removed  to  St.  Paul, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  For  two  years 
he  served  in  the  war,  one  year  in  the  Minnesota 
Mounted  Rangers,  and  one  in  the  Eleventh  Minne- 
sota Volunteer  Infantry.  In  1870,  lie  came  to  Du- 
luth and  has  since  been  engaged  at  No.  18  West 
Superior  street,  keeping  a line  of  paints,  oils,  var- 
nishes, wall-paper,  window-shades,  curtain  fixtures, 
chromes,  engravings,  picture -frames,  etc.  Mr.  La 
Vaque  carries  a stock  of  from  $8,000  to  $10,000 
and  his  business  in  the  year  of  1880,  amounted  to 
$40,000. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY. 


William  McLaren  was  born  in  Toronto,  Can- 
ada, in  the  year  1858.  For  several  years,  previous 
to  coming  to  Duluth  he  was  engaged  in  steam- 
boating. He  came  here  in  1879,  was  one  year  en- 
gaged in  the  saw-mills,  and  is  now  employed  at 
elevator  15. 

Theodore  Maov,  a native  of  Livingston  county, 
New  York,  was  born  on  the  24th  of  September, 
18138.  When  quite  young,  he  was  employed  iu 
a Houring  mill  for  seven  years,  then  engaged  in 
contracting  until  18(50;  when  ho  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Marquette  and  Ontonagon  Railroad 
Company,  remaining  eleven  years,  ten  of  which 
he  was  conductor.  In  1871,  Mr.  Macy  came 
to  Duluth  and  is  at  present  assistant  Yard-master 
for  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth  Railroad  Company. 

James  S.  Mattocks  was  born  in  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, on  the  lltli  of  December,  18(51.  He  came 
to  Duluth  in  1878,  and  has  since  been  engaged  as 
fireman  in  elevator  A. 

A.  INI.  Mill  Eli  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1839. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he  came  to  America, 
and  for  several  years  was  in  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  k St.  Paul  Railroad  Com- 
pany. In  1871),  Mr.  Miller  came  to  Duluth,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  the  lumber  business.  He  also 
owns  a lumber,  lath,  and  shingle  mill  in  Thomp- 
son, Carleton  county,  which  has  a daily  capacity 
of  fifty  thousand  feet  in  ten  hours.  He  also  keeps 
a stock  of  lumber  at  Rice’s  Point. 

Alexander  M.  Morrison  is  a native  of  Scot- 
land, born  in  1850.  At  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
he  came  to  America  and  directly  to  Duluth.  For 
one  year  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a hardware 
store,  then  two  years  in  a grocery  store.  In  187(5, 
he  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account;  has 
since  had  several  partners,  his  present  one,  Mr. 
McGregor,  having  purchased  his  interest  in  June, 
1881.  They  carry  a stock  of  about  $7,000,  and 
their  business,  in  1880,  amounted  to  $40,000. 

Allen  J.  Miller,  a native  of  Germany,  was 
born  in  1811.  When  he  was  an  infant,  his  parents 
came  to  America,  lived  for  four  years  in  St.  Louis, 
Missouri;  thence  to  Wisconsin,  remaining  four 
years;  after  which,  until  1872,  our  subject  wad  in 
the  grocery  business  in  Chicago.  In  the  latter 
year,  he  came  to  Duluth,  was  employed  one  year 
as  a clerk,  and  in  1873,  in  company  with  Calvin 
1’.  Railey,  engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  firm 
name  of  A.  J.  Miller  k Co.  They  carry  a stock 
of  $10,000,  and  their  business  in  1880,  amounted 
to  $47,000. 


H.  E.  McDaniels  is  a native  of  Indiana.  H 
came  to  Duluth  in  1869,  and  was  employed  tw 
years  at  the  carpenter  trade,  then  two  years  i 
the  furniture  business.  In  1873,  he  engaged  ii 
the  latter  business  on  his  own  account,  both  manu 
facturing  and  selling  furniture. 

John  It.  Meininq  is  a native  of  Hamilton,  Can 
ada,  born  in  1856.  In  1869,  he  came  to  Duluth 
and  learned  the  tinner’s  trade,  at  which  he  worked 
eight  years.  He  then  removed  to  Fargo,  remain- 
ing three  years,  and  in  the  spring  of  1880,  re- 
turned to  this  place  where  he  has  since  been  in 
the  hardware  business,  keeping  stoves,  tin  and 
hardware. 

Lon  Merritt  dates  his  birth  in  1844,  at  Chau- 
tauqua county,  New  York.  In  1857,  the  family 
came  to  this  county,  located  at  Oneota,  being 
among  the  first  to  settle  in  the  county.  In  1871, 
our  subject,  in  company  with  his  brother  Alfred, 
built  a schooner  of  seventy-two  tons  burden,  and 
the  following  year  another;  which  are  the  only 
vessels  ever  built  at  the  head  of  the  lake.  Mr. 
Merritt,  for  several  years  past,  has  been  exploring 
the  country,  and  dealing  in  real  estate  and  pine 
lands,  lh'  resides  in  Oneota,  but  his  ollico  is  at 
Duluth.  The  firm  name  is  Eaton  and  Merritt. 

Edwin  P.  Martin  was  born  iu  Culpepper 
county,  Virginia,  on  the  8th  of  March,  1819.  At 
the  age  of  seventeen,  he  entered  the  University  of 
that  State,  remained  one  year,  and  entered  the 
Columbia  College  at  Washington;  after  which  he 
was  in  the  Treasury  Department,  and  later  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  the  same  place.  Returning 
to  the  University  at  Virginia,  he  graduated  in 
1841,  and  came  west,  locating  at  Newburg,  Indi- 
ana; was  general  manager  for  the  contractors  of 
the  Wabash  and  Erie  canal,  and  two  years  later, 
removed  to  Park  county,  where  ho  was  engaged 
in  general  merchandise  for  a year  and  a half;  and 
tla  nee  to  Attica,  in  the  drug  business  till  1860. 
In  the  latter  year  he  removed  to  Crawford  county, 
Illinois;  was  Clerk  of  the  Courts  two  years,  and 
in  1862,  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Soon  after,  ho  was  appointed  Quartermaster's 
clerk,  und  on  the  26th  of  December,  1862,  pro- 
moted to  Adjutant  of  the  Regiment.  In  April, 
of  the  following  year,  ho  resigned,  returned  to 
Crawford  county,  Illinois,  and  was  elected  Provost 
Marshal  of  that  county.  On  the  20tli  of  Septem- 
ber, 1864,  lie  went  to  Vicksburg,  enlisted  as  a 
private  in  his  old  regiment,  was  at  once  promoted 
to  Second  Lieutenant,  and  served  till  the  surren- 
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cler  of  Lee.  Returning  then  to  Illinois,  he  was 
engaged  in  farming  till  1870,  when  he  removed 
to  Rawlins,  the  county  seat  of  Carbon  county, 
Wyoming  Territory,  and  remained  three  years. 
While  there,  was  elected  Judge  of  Probate,  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  County  Treasurer.  In  1879, 
Mr.  Martin  came  to  Duluth  and  for  two  years  was 
engaged  in  the  grocery  business,  and  was  elected 
Village  Justice,  which  position  he  still  holds.  On 
the  9th  of  February,  1850,  Miss  Amanda  Elkins 
became  liis  wife.  Their  children  are,  Thomas  V., 
Laura,  and  Frank. 

Joseph  Mannheim  was  born  in  Faribault, 
Steele  county,  Minnesota,  on  the  1st  of  January, 
1859.  When  he  was  ten  years  old,  his  parents 
came  to  Duluth,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  he  was 
engaged  as  clerk  in  a hotel.  In  1880,  Mr.  Mann- 
heim was  elected  to  the  office  of  Register  of 
Deeds  of  St.  Louis  county,  and  still  holds  the  po- 
sition. On  the  25th  of  December,  1878,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  McKin- 
non. Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  two 
children;  Margaret  F.,  and  Joseph  E. 

Fkank  McWhouteii  is  a native  of  Buffalo,  Now 
York.  He  came  to  Duluth  in  1809,  by  way  of 
the  Lakes,  bringing  with  him  a stock  of  general 
merchandise,  and  started  in  business  near  where 
the  nanal  now  is.  A few  months  later  he  re- 
moved to  Superior  street,  remained  five  years,  and 
returned  to  his  native  place.  In  1878,  he  again 
came  to  Duluth  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 

John  McLean  is  a native  of  Canada,  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1800.  He  remained  a 
short  time  in  Chicago,  thence  to  Marquette,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  (carpentering)  until  1809. 
He  then  came  to  Duluth  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  fishing;  the  company  doing  a business 
of  $50,000  a year. 

Thomas  F.  McGowan  is  a native  of  Buffalo, 
New  York.  Arriving  at  maturity,  he  was  for 
fourteen  years  lumber  insjiector  in  his  native 
place.  From  1872  to  1878,  Mr.  McGowan  was 
trading  on  the  Lake  between  Duluth  and  Portage, 
after  which  he  settled  in  Duluth  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in  the  wine,  liquor,  and  cigar  b'usi- 

IlCHN. 

Sam  it  el  0.  MoQuaoe  was  born  in  1829,  in  Penn- 
sylvania. At  the  age  of  sixteen,  lie  removed  to 
Michigan,  learned  the  carpenter  trade  and  re- 
mained until  twenty-three  years  old.  In  1852, 
he  came  to  Superior  City,  explored  in  the  copper 
mines  four  years,  in  the  meantime,  making  a 


claim  on  French  river,  twelve  miles  north  of  Du- 
luth, where  he  resided  till  1858.  The  following 
year  he  went  to  Portage  Lake,  Michigan,  and  was 
engaged  at  his  trade  till  1861.  He  then  enlisted 
in  the  Twenty-seventh  Michigan  Infantry,  was 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant,  and  in  1864,  mus- 
tered out  at  Portage  Lake,  where  he  was  employed 
at  his  trade  till  1870.  He  then  came  to  Duluth, 
and  in  company  with  O.  K.  Patterson,  was  for 
five  years  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  sash, 
and  doors,  and  since  at  the  carpenter  trade.  Since 
1876,  Mr.  McQuade  has  been  Sheriff  of  this 
county;  wasfpr  three  years  Chairman  of  the  board 
of  County  Commissioners,  and  also  village  Al- 
derman. 

Moses  O’Bbien  is  a native  of  Bradford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  1837.  When  sixteen  years 
of  age,  he,  in  company  with  his  uncle,  made  a 
survey  of  the  ship  channel  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  spending  something  over  two  years  on  the 
the  trip,  visiting  East  and  West  Indies  and  Cen- 
tral America.  On  his  return  he  was  for  a time  in 
West  Virginia,  then  in  California,  and  in  various 
business  interests  has  traveled  over  quite  a portion 
of  the  United  States.  He  came  to  Duluth  in 
1870,  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which 
he  has  since  followed.  In  1876,  he  became  a part- 
ner with  Pratt  and  Knowlton,  and  on  the  death  of 
the  former,  in  1880,  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
O’Brien  & Knowlton. 

Camille  Poiiuer  was  bom  in  March,  1838,  in 
Canada.  He  learned  the  shoemaker  trade  in  his 
native  place  and  in  1864,  came  to  St.  Paul,  Min- 
nesota, where  he  was  employed  as  superintendent 
in  a boot  and  shoe  establishment  for  five  years. 
Then  coming  to  Duluth  he  has  since  been  in 
the  same  business,  having  increased  his  stock  from 
year  to  year  until  now  he  has  a line  stock,  and  the 
leading  establishment  in  the  city. 

Michael  Pastoret  is  a native  of  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  1856.  He  first  lived  in  Wis- 
consin one  year;  then,  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  one 
year;  then,  at  Eagle  Harbor,  Michigan,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  liquor  business 
till  1869.  In  the  latter  year,  he  came  to  Duluth 
and  has  since  been  in  the  wholesale  business  of 
wines,  liquors  and  cigars. 

John  M.  Rich  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, in  1838.  He  is  a machinist,  and  since 
coming  to  Duluth  in  1872,  has  had  the  superin- 
tendency of  putting  in  the  foundations  of  elevator 
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No.  1,  and  elevator  B.,  and  is  at  present  engaged 
in  that  of  elevator  C. 

John  G.  Ea kowsky  is  a native  of  Germany. 
Coming  to  America  in  18(35,  ho  came  directly  to 
Duluth,  and  lias  since  been  engaged  in  the  gro- 
cery and  provision  business. 

Hon.  Ojsoha  P.  Stearns,  Judge  of  the  Eleventh 
Judicial  District,  was  born  at  De  Kalb,  St.  Law- 
rence county,  New  York,  on  the  13th  of  January, 
1831,  and  at  the  age  of  two  years  removed  with 
the  family  to  Lake  county,  Ohio.  In  a family  of 
ten  children,  Ozora  was  the  youngest  son.  He 
early  evinced  a strong  desire  to  obtain  a liberal 
education,  and  to  that  end  his  youthful  energies 
were  directed,  never  swerving  from  this  fixed  pur- 
pose. Belying  wholly  upon  his  own  resources, 
his  progress  was  not  rapid;  but  in  1858,  the  goal 
was  reached,  and  he  graduated  with  honors  at  the 
University  of  Michigan.  During  his  protracted 
course  he  had  visited  several  other  States,  once 
going  to  California,  where  he  was  mining,  in  1853; 
engaging  in  various  employments,  always  with  the 
single  purpose  of  completing  his  education.  In 
18(30,  he  graduated  in  the  Law  deparement  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  and  during  the  year,  came 
to  this  State,  and  located  at  Rochester,  where  he 
arrived  with  but  twenty  cents  in  his  pocket,  and 
at  once  opened  a law  office.  In  the  fall,  he  took 
part  in  the  political  campaign,  in  the  interests  of 
the  Kepublican  party,  and  the  next  fall  was  elected 
County  Attorney  of  Olmsted  county. 

In  August,  18(32,  lie  entered  the  army,  being 
commissioned  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  F, 
Ninth  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry.  In  April, 
180-1,  he  was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  United  States  Infantry,  (colored)  which 
position  he  held  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac'  from  the  battle'  of 
tlio  Wilderness  until  after  the  battle  of  Petersburg; 
them  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  James,  and 
accompanied  both  Butler’s  and  Terry’s  Fort 
Fisher  expeditions.  In  January,  I860,  lie  returned 
to  Rochester  and  was  elected  to  the  office  lie  re- 
signed on  entering  the  army.  The  following  year 
he  was  appointed  Register  in  Bankruptcy  for  the 
southern  district  of  Minnesota,  and  in  January, 
1871,  was  elected  United  State's  Senator,  vice 
Daniel  S.  Norton,  deceased.  In  the  spring  of  1872, 
he  removed  to  Duluth,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  His  present  office  was  first  received  by 
appointment  in  the  spring  of  1874,  and  since  the 
fall  of  that  year,  has  been  held  by  election.  His 


pleasant  home  in  Duluth  is  shared  by  a family  c 
interesting  children,  the  fruits  of  his  union  wit 
Miss  Sarah  Burger,  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  who  be 
came  his  wife  in  February,  18(33,  and  still  share 
his  fortunes. 

Eugene  A.  Sylvester.  a native  of  New  Market 
New  Hampshire,  was  born  in  184G.  He  came  tc 
Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  in  1871,  and  for  six  yean 
was  with  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
then  came  to  Duluth,  and  until  1880  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  United  States  Express  Company, 
since  which  he  has  been  in  Elevator  B. 

Andrew  J.  Sawyeh  was  born  at  Lockport,  Ni- 
agara county,  New  York,  in  1834.  Before  coming 
to  Duluth,  he  dealt  in  livestock  ( cattle  and  horses ) 
in  his  native  place.  In  1879,  he  came  here  and 
has  a line  of  warehouses  on  the  line  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad,  extending  from  Duluth  to 
Sanburn,  Dakota  Territory,  his  office  being  located 
at  this  place.  During  the  year  1880,  he  bought, 
on  the  line,  nearly  one  million  bushels  of  wheat. 

Thomas  Sexton,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
this  region,  was  born  in  Ireland,  in  1825.  His 
family  came  to  Canada  when  he  was  an  infant,  and 
in  1854,  removed  to  Ontonagon  county,  Michigan, 
where  our  subject  was  engaged  in  the  mines  for 
one  winter.  Then  coming  to  Superior  City,  Wis- 
consin, he  was  employed  for  a time  in  bridge 
building,  and  removed  to  Agate  Bay,  Minnesota, 
where  he  engaged  in  mining  and  fishing  till  the 
spring  of  1881.  Ho  now  makes  Duluth  his  head- 
quarters and  is  at  present  engaged  as  commissary 
with  the  surveying  party  on  the  proposed  railroad 
route  from  Duluth  to  Winnipeg.  Mr.  Sexton  still 
owns  a homestead  at  Agate  Bay. 

J.  B.  Sutphin  is  a native  of  New  Jersey.  In 
the  year  of  1870,  he  came  to  Duluth,  and  has 
since  been  dealing  in  cattle  and  horses.  In  April, 
1881,  in  connection  with  the  latter  business^  and  in 
company  with  W.  Lampson,  Mr.  Sutphin  pur- 
chased the  Duluth  city  meat  market.  The  busi- 
ness was  established  in  18G8,  by  Samuel  J.  Dun- 
ning and  afterward  owned  by  J.  P.  Johnson,  of 
whom  our  subject  purchased. 

Oloe  Stenson,  a native  of  Norway,  came  to 
America  in  1872.  Coming  directly  to  Duluth,  ho 
was  engaged  a year  at  mason  work  and  railroad- 
ing. Since  1873,  Mr.  Stenson  has  been  in  the 
grocery  business. 

Paul  Suarvy  was  born  in  Norway.  In  18G5, 
he  came  to  America,  and  for  two  years,  was  em- 
ployed as  clerk  in  a grocery  store  at  Chicago, 
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thence  to  La  Crosse,  Wisconsin,  two  years,  in  tlio 
same  business.  Aftor  living  in  St.  Paul  one  year, 
Mr.  Sharvy  came  to  Duluth  in  1870,  and  for  four 
years  was  engaged  in  the  grocery  business;  after 
which  he  was  Sheriff  two  years.  Since  1870,  he 
has  been  engaged  in  the  elevator. 

Benjamin  P.  Smith,  a native  of  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  was  born  on  the  12th  of  June, 
1850.  He  learned  the  machinist  trade  at  Charles- 
town, in  his  native  State,  and  was  employed  by 
the  Boston  and  Maine  Railroad  Company  for  ten 
years,  most  of  which  time  he  run  a locomotive. 
In  1874,  he  came  to  Minnesota  and  was  engaged 
as  clerk  in  the  grocery  store  of  Henry  A.  Camp- 
bell at  Brainerd,  until  coming  to  Duluth,  since 
which  he  has  been  a partner  in  the  establishment. 

William  W.  Spalding  is  a native  of  Bradford 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  dates  his  birth  on  the 
11th  of  July,  1820.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years, 
he  commenced  clerking  in  a mercantile  house.  In 
183(5,  his  parents  came  to  Illinois,  lived  a short 
time  in  Bureau  county,  thence  to  La  Salle  county, 
where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  till 
1841,  when  he  engaged  for  four  years  in  the  lead 
mines  of  that  State.  He  then  came  to  the  Lake 
Superior  copper  mines,  where  he  was  engaged  until 
1869.  In  March,  1848,  Mr.  Spalding  discovered 
the  ancient  copper  mines  of  Ontonagon  county, 
about  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  east  of  Duluth. 
In  these  old  mines  were  found  mining  tools  and 
every  evidence  of  their  having  been  worked  thou- 
sands of  years  ago.  Mr.  Spalding  was  a member 
of  the  Buffalo  Tract  Town  Site  Company,  which 
land  was  bought  in  1854,  and  soon  after  surveyed; 
but  not  platted  until  1869  or  ’70.  In  1869,  he 
came  to  Duluth,  and  has  served  the  people  as 
Alderman  a number  of  years.  He  was  for  a long 
time  President  of  the  Agricultural  Society;  three 
years  President  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  at  the  organization  of  the  Board  of  Trade  in 
the  spring  of  1881,  became  its  Secretary.  On  the 
27th  of  April,  1854,  Miss  E.  Wilkinson  became 
his  wife.  Their  children  are  William  M.,  and 
Jessie  O. 

George  W.  Sherwood  is  a native  of  Duchess 
county,  New  York.  When  a young  man,  he  re- 
moved to  Buffalo  and  was  live  years  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business,  and  three  in  the  hack  and 
livery  business.  He  was  Sheriff  eleven  years,  and 
Police  Constable  during  the  same  time.  In  1869, 
he  came  to  Duluth,  and  for  three  seasons  run  the 
yacht,  J.  C.  Keens,  around  the  head  of  the  lake, 


carrying  freight  and  passengers.  He  has  since  been 
dealing  in  wines,  liquors,  and  cigars. 

Ansell  Smith,  deceased,  was  a native  of  Graf- 
ton, Windham  county,  Vermont,  his  birth  dating 
the  13th  of  January,  1821.  He  received  an  aca- 
demic education,  and  taught  school  from  1836  to 
1842.  In  1845,  he  removed  to  St.  Charles,  Illi- 
nois, where  he  published  a paper  a few  years,  and 
in  1850,  came  to  Minnesota,  and  located  at  Taylor’s 
Falls,  Chisago  county,  remaining  three  years. 
After  a residence  of  sixteen  years  at  Franconia, 
in  the  same  county,  Mr.  Smith  accepted  the  posi- 
tion of  Register  in  the  United  States  Land  Office 
at  Duluth  in  1869,  holding  the  office  until  his 
death,  on  the  27th  of  June,  1877.  Mr.  Smith  was 
quite  prominent  in  local  matters  while  a resident 
of  Chisago  county,  and  represented  that  district 
in  the  State  Legislature  during  the  years  of  1863- 
64  and  ’66.  He  married  Miss  Adaline  Kidder,  of 
Fayetteville,  Vermont,  in  1845. 

Georoe  M.  Smith,  a son  of  John  T.  Smith, 
who  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Superior  City, 
Wisconsin,  is  a native  of  Jefferson,  Wisconsin. 
His  father  was  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business, 
and  George  was  employed  as  clerk  for  several 
years.  In  1869,  he  came  to  Duluth,  returning  to 
Superior  City  after  a year’s  stay,  and  engaged  for 
four  years  in  a flour  and  feed  store.  In  1874,  he 
again  came  to  Duluth  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  the  same  business.  In  January,  1880,  the 
Northern  Pacific  Express  Company  established  an 
office  at  Duluth,  of  which  our  subject  has  since 
been  the  Agent.  In  1868,  J.  Cooke  made  his  first 
visit  to  this  region,  and  Mr.  Smith  was  the  one 
to  escort  him  from  Superior  City  to  Duluth. 

Albert  N.  Seip  was  born  at  Newburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, on  the  13th  of  January,  1840.  He.  was 
educated  at  Easton  High  School  and  Lafayette 
College,  and  in  1861,  joined  the  Union  army,  serv- 
ing in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  as  private,  Lieu- 
tenant, and  Captain  of  Cavalry,  also  as  Lieutenant 
in  the  United  States  Signal  Corps.  At  the  close 
of  the  war  Mr.  Seip  settled  in  Washington  county, 
entered  Columbia  Law  College  as  a student,  grad- 
uated in  1867,  and  the  same  year  was  admitted  to 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  On 
the  3d  of  June,  1869,  he  came  to  Duluth,  and  on 
the  14th  of  the  same  month,  opened,  and  for  two 
months  taught  the  first  public  school  in  Duluth;- 
and  under  its  new  development,  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  schools,  which  office  lie 
held  until  1871.  He  also,  by  the  appointment  of 
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Judge  McKelvy,  liold  the  oilice  of  Court  Commis- 
sioner for  the  county,  County  Attorney  for  Carl- 
ton county  in  1872,  and  City  Attorney  of  Duluth 
in  the  defense  of  several  civil  actions  instituted  orf 
damages  on  account  of  the  construction  of  a canal, 
grading  of  streets,  etc.  He  has  always  taken  a 
deej)  interest  in  public  matters,  being  one  of  the 
founders  of  the  St.  Louis  County  Agricultural 
Society,  for  many  years  its  Treasurer,  and  is  now 
its  President.  Ho  was  for  a number  of  years  Secre- 
tary of  the  St.  Louis  River  Dalles  Company.  He 
is  interested  in  all  educational  and  literary  institu- 
tions, has  been  for  many  years  corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  public  library  of  Duluth,  and  since 
1877,  Clerk  of  the  board  of  Education.  In  1872, 
Mr.  Snip  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  Du- 
luth Savings  Bank,  being  its  Vice-President  till 
1876,  when  he  resigned.  This  is  the  only  bank 
now  at  Duluth.  In  1877,  he  was  elected  a mem- 
ber of  the  first  Village  Council,  and  two  years 
later,  County  Attorney.  Since  1877,  he  has  been 
a member  from  the  Eleventh  Judicial  District  of  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  having  been  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  three  different  times. 
Mr.  Seip  also  takes  an  active  interest  in  social  or- 
ganizations, has  served  as  Judge  Advocate  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of  Department 
Seven,  Minnesota  ; also  Commander  of  Sherbrook 
Post  of  Duluth,  and  was  the  first,  and  for  many 
years  held  the  position  of  Secretary  of  Palestine 
Lodge,  No.  79,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.  Mr.  Seip  has  in- 
vested largely  in  Duluth,  made  a number  of  im- 
provements, and  has  many  real  estate  interests  in 
his  care. 

Charles  Schiller  is  a native  of  Michigan,  in 
which  State  he  resided  until  coming  to  Duluth  in 
1880.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture and  side  of  cigars  in  company  with  Ed- 
mund Vogtlin. 

'A.  I).  Scott,  a native  of  Michigan,  removed  to 
Minnesota,  and  for  several  years  was  employed  in 
factories  at  Minneapolis.  In  April,  1880,  he  came 
to  Duluth,  where  in  company  with  D.  E.  Holston, 
he  owns  a planing  mill,  and  a door,  sash,  and 
blind  factory. 

John  S.  Taylor,  a native  of  Scotland,  was  born 
in  1831,  and  came  to  Canada  when  a child.  Tn 
1850,  he  removed  to  Michigan,  and  four  years  later, 
engaged  in  the  lumber  business  in  West  Bay  City, 
at  which  he  continued  twenty-eight  years,  being- 
one  of  the  pioneer  lumbermen  of  that  place.  In 
June,  1879,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Du- 


luth on  a pleasure  trip,  and  being  favorably  im- 
pressed with  the  locality  soon  returned,  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  built  a saw  mill  at  Rico’s 
Point,  with  Messrs,  Fish  and  Ilaupt  as  partners; 
the  latter  being  non-residents.  Mr.  Taylor  also 
rents  the  old  Monger  and  Gray  mill  which  is  op- 
erated under  the  firm  name  of  J.  S.  Taylor  and 
sons. 

George  Taylor  dates  his  birth  on  the  7tli  of 
February,  1836,  in  New  Brunswick;  and  in  early 
life  worked  at  the  mill-wright  trade.  The  year 
1869,  was  spent  as  carpenter  on  the  Hlinois  Cen- 
tral Railroad,  and  in  1870,  became  to  Duluth  and 
has  since  filled  the  position  of  engineer  in  ele- 
vator A. 

Henry  Truelson,  a native  of  Germany,  came 
to  America  in  1866,  and  for  three  years  was  em- 
ployed as  book-keeper  in  northern  Michigan.  He 
came  to  Duluth  in  1869,  and  started  a general 
mercantile  store  with  a stock  of  about  !j^200;  has 
since  very  much  increased  the  business,  and  at 
present  occiqfies  three  adjoining  stores. 

Walter  Van  Brunt,  a native  of  Beloit,  Wis- 
consin, was  born  in  the  year  1816.  His  parents 
removed  to  Faribault,  Minnesota,  when  our  sub- 
ject was  but  nine  years  old;  thence,  in  1866,  to 
St.  Paul,  where  Walter  was  engaged  in  a hardware 
store  two  years,  then  returned  to  Faribault  and 
remained  one  year.  Since  1869,  Mr.  Van  Brunt 
has  been  a resident  of  Duluth;  the  first  four  years 
were  spent  as  clerk  in  a hardware  store,  then  as 
book-keeper  for  Graves  & Co.  until  January,  1880, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  a partner  in  the  firm 
of  Graves  & Bostwick,  general  commission  mer- 
chants. He  is  also  Manager  of  the  Duluth  Tele- 
phone Company,  and  Treasurer  of  the  Duluth 
Brick  and  Fill  Company  recently  organized,  the 
yard  being  located  at  Spirit  Lake. 

Edmund  Vogtlin  was  born  in  the  state  of 
Michigan,  which  was  his  home  until  his  removal 
to  this  place  in  1879.  The  following  year  the  firm 
of  Schiller  & Vogtlin  was  formed,  and  lias  since 
been  continued. 

Charles  W.  Vance  has  for  the  past  two  years 
been  agent  for  the  St.  Paul  and  Duluth,  and  also 
the  Minneapolis  and  St.  Louis  Railroad  compa- 
ny, at  this  place.  Previous  to  coming  here  he 
was  three  years' with  the  former  company  at  St. 
Paul. 

Edward  V.  Wright,  a native  of  Quebec,  Can- 
ada, dates  his  birth  the  8th  of  December,  1813. 
When  young,  ho  lqurned  the  harness-maker 
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trade  and  for  several  years  conducted  liis  father’s 
business,  then  for  six  years  carried  on  a shop  of 
his  own.  He  came  to  Duluth  in  about  1879,  where 
he  owns  and  conducts  a harness-shop  on  Superior 
street. 

Von ley  S.  Wilkinson  was  born  in  1835,  in  the 
state  of  Ohio,  but  in  1851,  removed  to  Illinois, 
where  for  ten  years  he  resided  on  a farm.  Then 
enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  served  four 
years,  and  returned  to  Bureau  county.  The  year 
I860,  was  spent  in  the  County  Treasurer’s  office, 
theuce  to  Ontonagon  county,  Michigan,  where  he 
was  employed  as  book-keeper  for  a mining  com- 
pany till  18G9.  Since  the  latter  year,  lie  has  been 
a resident  of  Duluth  and  had  charge  of  the  mer- 
cantile store  of  W.  W.  Spalding. 

So aug Ann  Wakewn  was  born  in  England  in  the 
year  1822,  and  came  to  America  in  1852.  After  a 
residence  of  four  years  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  he 
came  to  Superior  City,  Wisconsin,  and  kept  a 
boarding  house  for  a year.  In  1857,  he,  in  com- 
pany with  liis  brother  Edward,  pre-empted  the 
town  site  of  Clifton,  which  had  been  laid  out  the 
year  previous  by  another  party,  but  abandoned 
soon  after.  Our  subject  resided  there  for  seven  or 
eight  years  and  then  returned  to  Superior  City, 
where  he  remained  till  coming  to  Duluth  in  1871. 
The  following  year,  he  opened  a hotel  which  he 
still  operates.  The  Wakelin  House  is  a frame 
building  containing  forty  rooms;  with  a fine  stable 
in  connection.  Mr.  Wakelin  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  Leighton,  of  England,  in 
1850. 

Louis  Weber,  a native  of  Germany,  came  to 
America  in  1817,  and  for  two  years  resided  in  De- 
troit, Michigan,  thence  to  Ontonagon,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  copper  mines  until  18G9. 
Then  came  to  Duluth  and  started  a bakery,  which 
he  now  conducts,  also  owns  a confectionery  and 
ice  cream  restaurant  on  Superior  Street. 

William  Whiteside,  a native  of  St.  Louis,  Mis- ' 


souri,  came  to  Duluth  in  1854,  and  resided  three 
} ears,  doing  business  at  Superior  City.  In  1858,  he 
went  to  Houghton,  Michigan,  opened  a photo- 
graph gallery,  and  also  had  business  interests  in 
Mnmiiolto,  at  which  ho  continued  until  1878. 
Then  returned  to  Duluth  and  has  since  operated  a 
photograph  gallery  in  this  place. 

Iver  Wisted,  a native  of  Norway,  came  to 
America  in  18G6,  and  after  a residence  of  a few 
years  in  St.  Paul,  came  to  this  place  in  18G9. 
Until  1877,  he  was  employed  at  the  carpenter 
trade,  but  has  since  conducted  business  on  his 
own  account,  employing  as  many  as  twelve  men. 

Ernst  Wieland  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
came  to  America  in  1849.  He  resided  in  Ohio, 
engaged  in  a tannery  for  about  nine  years,  then 
came  to  Superior  City  a short  time,  and  thence 
about  fifty  miles  above  Duluth,  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business.  In  1878,  he  came  to  Duluth, 
opened  his  present  tannery,  which  is  32x104  feet, 
and  three  stories  high,  and  in  which  he  employs 
fifteen  men.  During  the  year  1880,  he  handled 
from  3,000  to  4,000  hides,  doing  a business  of 
about  $30,000. 

C.  E.  Wentworth  was  born  in  Rome,  Oneida 
county,  New  York,  and  came  to  Duluth  in  18G9 
in  the  employ  of  Jay  Cooke,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  laborers  for  the  Lake  Superior  and 
Mississippi  Railroad  Company.  In  1870,  he  went 
to  Oneota,  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  and 
remained  three  years,  thence  to  Iowa  in  the  same 
business  until  1880,  wlieu  he  removed  to  St.  Paul, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1881,  returned  to  Duluth. 
Has  since  been  proprietor  of  the  Tropical  Saloon. 

J.  D.  and  F.  I).  Walsh  are  natives  of  Canada, 
but  came  to  the  United  States  when  young  and 
learned  the  trade  of  boiler  maker  in  Chicago, 
where  they  were  employed  until  the  fall  of  1880. 
Then  came  to  Duluth  and  started  an  establishment 
of  their  own,  under  the  name  of  the  American 
Steam  Boiler  Works. 
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THE  flEOLOGY 

OF  THE 

UPPER  MISSISSIPPI  AND  SAINT  LOUIS  VALLEYS. 

— BY — 

Prof.  N.  H.  Winchell. 


CHAPTER  CLIX. 

If  any  part  of  the  State  were  to  be  designa- 
ted, above  all  others,  as  typical  and  character- 
istic of  the  topography  and  other  surface  features 
that  resulted  from  the  glacial  epoch,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  select  this  portion.  It  is  limited  on 
the  west  and  northwest,  and  is  crossed  at  several 
places,  and  in  different  directions,  by  ridges  of 
morainic  accumulations  that  rise  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  general  level.  It  is  buried  every- 
where under  a burden  of  drift  that  is  probably 
200  feet  thick,  in  average.  It  is  thickly  strewn 
with  lakes  which  not  only  bear  on  their  surfaces 
the  numerous  species  of  migratory  water-fowl  of 
the  northwest,  but  reflect  the  shadows  of  dense 
overhanging  forests.  It  is  swampy.  It  is  sandy, 
and  in  some  places  it  is  stony.  Its  waters  run  in 
rapid,  gurgling,  clear  brooks  down  its  steep  de- 
clines, or  wander  in  sluggish  movement  through 
the  tortuous  ways  of  dismal  swamps.  Its  animal 
life  is  varied,  and  its  vegetation  is  rank.  It  sel- 
dom reveals  by  exposure,  in  situ,  the  rocky  stra- 
tum underlying,  and  it  is  only  by  broad  general- 
izations that  the  direction  of  its  rock  terranes  can 
be  expressed. 

Nevertheless,  although  it  is,  more  than  the  rest 
of  Minnesota,  a term  incai/nita  of  civilization,  it  is 
still  the  mysterious  “Upper  Nile”  of  southern 
Minnesota,  and  annually  bears  in  its  great  arteries 
of  How  and  Hood  the  treasures  of  its  upper  coun- 
try to  the  plains  below. 

GENERAL  TOPOGRAPHY. 

That  which  shuts  in  the  upper  Mississippi 
region,  and  the  upper  St.  Louis,  with  their  thou- 
sands of  lakes,  like  the  rim  of  a basin,  is  a line 


of  glacial  moraine  which  seems  to  run  continu- 
ously in  a grand  sweep,  covering  a belt  from  three 
to  thirty  miles  in  width,  from  the  headwaters  of 
the  Crow  river  in  Kandiyohi  and  Rope  counties 
northward  through  Otter  Tail  and  Becker  coun- 
ties, into  the  White  Earth  Indian  Reservation, 
northeastward  past  Rice  lake  and  Pemidji  lake, 
including  the  “Julian  .Sources”  of  the  Missisippi, 
discovered  and  described  by  Beltrami,  and  east- 
ward to  the  southern  sources  of  the  Big  Fork 
river;  and  finally,  uniting  with  the  Mcsabi  Heights 
ridge,  passes  out  of  Minnesota  into  Ontario,  or 
sinks  away  near  Gnnflint  Lake.  The  line  of  high 
land,  which  at  once  forms  the  divide  and  the 
source  of  numerous  streams  that  How  from  it, 
consists  of  coarse  drift  materials  essentially,  but 
more  stony  toward  the  north,  and  has  been  known 
and  named  in  several  places  where  it  exliibts  an 
unusual  development.  The  Leaf  Hills,  the  Mes- 
abi  Heights,  Dividing  Ridge,  Blue  Hills,  Langhei 
Hills,  and  Blue  Mounds  are  some  of  the  names 
by  which  it  is  known  at  different  localities.  What- 
ever is  south  or  east  of  this  belt  is  strikingly  dif- 
ferent from  the  country  to  the  north  and  west  of 
it.  On  the  south  and  east  of  this  belt  of  rolling 
and  rough  land  is  found  the  greatest  effect  of  sur- 
face water.  Here  is  modified  drift.  Here  is  sandy 
plain  and  gravelly  terrace.  Here  are  swamps  and 
and  ancient  water  levels,  and  multitudes  of  deep 
lakes  of  clear  water.  Here  are  eroded  bluffs  and 
rocky  gorges.  Here  we  find  great  diversity. 
On  the  other  side  is  monotony— a plain  extends 
without  interruption  along  the  west  side  of  Minne- 
sota, outside  this  hilly  chain,  from  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods  to  Spirit  lake,  on  the  Iowa  State  line. 
It  is  timbered  in  the  northeast;  it  is  prairie  in  the 
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south.  Here  ;ire  no  Lakes,  orvery  few,  and  they  are 
shallow.  Here  we  see  no  extensive  sandy  plains, 
no  deep  rocky  gorges,  no  rock  exposure.*  One 
universal  mantle  of  till  covers  it,  and  it  is  as  level 
as  the  ocean. 

We  said  that  to  the  south  and  east  of  this  hilly 
boundary  is  seen  the  greatest  effect  of  surface  drain- 
age. It  has  been  also  the  scene  of  moving  and  of 
contending  glacier  currents,  but  at  an  earlier  date. 
Medial  moraines,  or  cross-ridges,  are  seen  inter- 
secting the  country,  showing  where  the  line  of 
battle  was  fiercest  or  longest  maintained.  One 
How  moved  from  the  northwest,  and  one  moved 
from  the  northeast.  Where  they  met  they  left  the 
traces  of  their  conllict  in  the  form  of  boulders  and 
lieaped-up  clay.  Each  contributed  its  peculiar 
product  to  the  mass.  Limestone  and  blue  clay 
came  from  the  northwest.  Green  stones,  sand- 
stone, and  red  clay  from  the  northeast.  Some- 
limes  the  northwestern  current  fell  first  and  was 
buried  by  the  other,  sometimes  the  northeast- 
ern, and  sometimes  the  contest  was  evenly  main- 
tained, as  shown  by  the  complete  mingling  of  their 
remains  in  the  same  tomb.  These  medial  moraines 
may  be  seen  in  Todd,  Morrison,  Crow  Wing,  and 
Cass  counties,  and  probably  at  many  points  not 
yet  ascertained.  The  whole  country  between  Mille 
Lacs  and  Leech  Lake,  and  south  and  west  from 
Leech  lake  is  broken  and  even  hilly,  with  drift  ac- 
cumulations. South  of  the  Mesabi  Range,  in 
Itasca  and  St.  Louis  counties,  are  other  tracts  of 
hilly  land,  characterized  by  frequent  lakes,  which 
probably  were  produced  by  the  same  cause. 

Much  of  the  area  included  in  this  basin  is  fiat. 
These  flat  tracts,  while  deeply  underlain  by  till,  at 
the  surface  may  be  either  swampy,  with  growth  of 
cedar  or  tamarao,  or  sandy  and  dry,  with  Bank’s 
pine.  Such  swamps  are  found  in  Aitkin  county, 
northwest  of  Sandy  lake,  along  both  sides  of  the 
Willow  and  Little  Willow  rivers,  where  great  num- 
bers of  cedar  telegraph  poles  have  been  cut,  and 
in  Carlton  county,  between  Sandy  lake  and  Thom- 
son. Much  of  the  country  is  swampy  between 
Eokeguma  Falls  and  Leech  lake,  as  well  as  aloffg 
much  of  the  course  of  the  St.  Louis  and  its  tribu- 
taries. There  are  also  extensive  swamps  in  south- 
ern Carlton  and  in  Pine  counties.  The  sandy 
plains,  in  which  the  most  abundant  tree  is  Bank’s 
pine,  (often  styled  Jack  pine)  are  found  further 
south.  North  of  the  Leaf  river,  and  of  the  Wing 


river,  after  they  unite,  extending  from  Shell  lake, 
in  Becker  county,  to  the  Mississippi  river,  is  an 
extensive  tract  of  this  kind.  After  crossing  the 
Mississippi  this  becomes  narrow,  and  is  deflected 
southward  along  the  east  side  of  the  river  into 
Crow  Wing  and  Morrison  counties.  It  then  turns 
east,  widening,  and  finally  uniting  with  a similar 
tract  that  comes  from  Wisconsin  across  the  upper 
waters  of  the  St.  Croix  river.  On  the  west  side  of 
the  Mississippi,  in  Becker  and  Cass  counties,  this 
belt  is  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  miles  wide; 
where  it  crosses  the  Mississippi  it  is  about  fifteen 
miles  wide,  and  Braiuerd  is  near  the  center.  South 
of  the  Mesabi  range,  in  St.  Louis  county,  north  of 
the  Big  White  Face  river,  is  another  belt  of 
similar  flat  and  sandy  country,  on  which  the  Bank’s 
pine  is  the  chief  tree. 

TIMBEll. 

This  country  is  almost  wholly  covered  with  for- 
est. There  is  a little  prairie  included  in  it  in  Kan- 
diyohi, Stearns  and  Todd  counties,  and  small 
patches  elsewhere,  but  with  these  exceptions  the 
Upper  Mississipi  valley  including  the  area  drained 
by  its  tributaries,  and  the  region  drained  by  the 
St.  Louis  river,  were  covered,  when  first  visited  by 
the  European,  with  a forest  that  stretched  almost 
unbroken  from  the  northern  boundary  nearly  to 
the  Iowa  line  in  the  neighborhood  of  Winnebago 
City  tapering  to  a wedge-shaped  extremity  to- 
ward the  south,  in  ascending  the  Blue  Earth  val- 
ley. This  was  a varied  forest — coniferous  largely 
in  the  north,  and  deciduous  toward  the  south,  and 
embraced  a great  variety  of  species.  Among  the 
conifers  are  three  species  of  pine,  though  the  lum- 
bermen speak  also  of  distinctions  by  which  they  are 
led  to  believe  that  several  other  species  are  found. 
The  only  three  pines  are  Finn * strobns,  P.  rcsinosa , 
and  P.  Banksiana.  Other  conifers  are  also  abun- 
dant, such  as  White  cedar,  Thuja  occidental is,  Bal- 
sam fir,  Allies  balsa  men , White  spruce,  Abies  alba, 
and  Tamarac,  La rix  Americana.  The  hemlock  has 
been  reported,  but  does  not  exist  in  nature,  in  l\[in- 
nesota.  Oak  is  represented  by  several  species,  which 
are  distributed  from  north  to  south  throughout 
nearly  all  this  region.  They  occur  in  rank  of 
abundance  about  in  the  following  order,  though 
toward  the  north  the  red  and  the  black  oaks  dis- 
appear before  the  bur  oak  does,  and  the  white  oak 
is  found  most  frequent  and  largest  along  rich  river 
bottoms,  sometimes  to  the  exclusion  of  other  spe- 
cies. Black  oak,  (jaeiras  tinctvna  (of  Bertram), 
I Bur  oak,  . mac  coca  rpa.  White  oak,  (j.  alba , and 
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Bed  oak,  Q.  mint.  The  liickory  is  represented  by 
one  species,  Cari/a  mnora , known  as  bitter-nut  or 
swam])  hickory.  Of  this,  thousands  of  young  sap- 
lings are  cut  annually  for  hoops  for  Minnesota 
Hour.  The  box-elder,  Nn/tntdo  acenddrs,  is  dis- 
tributed from  Bond  du  Lao  southward  and  west- 
ward. The  sugar  maple,  Acer  saecharimtm,  is  found 
throughout,  but  fails  in  the  extreme  northeast  at 
a few  miles  back  from  lake  Superior — the  most 
northern  and  eastern  point  known  being  in  the 
Indian  Reservation  at  Grand  Portage.  The  Amer- 
ican Elm,  UlmiiH  Americium,  is  found  generally 
throughout  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  in  the  St. 
Louis  valley,  but  fails  in  the  extreme  north.  The 
Slippery  Elm,  Ulmns  J'nlca,  is  about  coextensive 
with  the  last,  but  is  a much  rarer  tree.  Bass, 
Til  in  Americana,  and  soft  maple,  Acer  dasycarpam, 
constitute  in  many  places,  a large  proportion  of 
the  native  forest.  Along  the  valleys,  particularly, 
these  trees  reach  their  stateliest  dimensions,  and 
overhang  the  streams  so  as  to  interlock  from  side 
to  side.  Two  kinds  of  Birch  make  large  trees  in 
the  heavy  timber,  especially  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  region,  viz.,  Retain  papyracca  and  latea.  The 
former  is  the  papu,  or  canoe  birch,  and  the  latter 
is  the  yellow,  or  gray  birch.  The  little  white  tree 
which  grows  common  on  sterile  soils,  mingling 
with  the  aspen  in  northern  Minnesota,  and  extend- 
ing southward  along  the  rocky  bluffs  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, is  probably  another  species,  Retain  alba, 
car.  popuiifulia.  Of  the  Poplars,  three  species  are 
common,  viz.,  Papains  tremuloides,  or  Trembling 
Aspen,  which  occupies  the  picket  lines  of  the  forest 
belt,  exposed  to  the  fires  of  the  prairie,  and  the 
frosts  and  rocky  soils  of  the  north,  the  Cottonwood, 
/’.  immilifero,  making  a largo  tree  along  the  rivers, 
ami  /’.  caadicans,  or  Balm  of  Gilead,  which  is  a 
northern  species  less  hardy  than  the  tremuloides. 
Another  speoies  of  Poplar,  which  makes  a large 
tree  also  occurs,  but  cannot  be  ranked  as  common. 
It  is  P.  (jrandedmtata.  White  and  blaplc  ash, 
Fraxinns  Americana , and  sambucefolia,  are  also  im- 
portant trees.  The  butternut  Jvi/lans  cincrcn,  docs 
not  make  a large  tree,  but  is  common.  , 

There  are  a number  of  other  smaller  trees,  such 
as  Iron  wood,  Water- beech,  Thom  apple,  Dogwood, 
Crab-apple,  and  an  occasional  tree  of  Ilackberry, 
Cel  Us  accidental  is,  but  the  foregoing  constitute  the 
great  bulk  of  the  native  forest.  The  following  are 
conspicuous  by  their  absence: — Hemlock,  Abies 
Canadcnses,  and  Beech,  Fayas  ferrai/inea. 


SOIL. 

This  large  region  of  course  presents  a great  di 
versity  of  soil  and  agricultural  capability.  If  am 
generalization  at  all  were  to  be  stated,  it  would  b 
true  to  say  that  it  has  a cIuhh  of  soils  stiougly  for 
rugiuous  and  arenaceous,  and  comparatively  want 
ing  in  alkaline  and  calcareous  elements.  The  soil 
are  produced  by  local  modifications  of  the  sub 
soils.  In  some  places  they  are  aluminous,  as  alorif 
the  river  valleys,  and  on  the  bottom  lands,  ant 
along  the  western  border  of  the  region  where  thf 
unmodified  till  is  found  at  the  surface.  Where 
rank  vegetation  has  grown  and  decayed,  or  firee 
have  consumed  it,  as  on  the  prairies,  for  many  suc- 
cessive years,  the  soil  is  blackened  by  carbon. 
Where  surface  drainage  was  gentle  over  large 
tracts,  carrying  forward  and  distributing  the  sand 
of  the  washed  till  at  the  time  of  the  glacial  epoch, 
the  surface  soil  is  very  light,  and  has  been  unable 
to  cover  the  country  with  anything  but  the  hard- 
iest species  of  trees.  This  is  seen  in  the  sandy 
plains  characterized  by  the  Bank’s  pine.  Where 
the  country  is  broken  with  morainic  hills  and  val- 
leys, as  in  the  hilly  country  about  Itasca  lake  and 
south  of  Leech  lake,  or  in  the  hills  of  the  Mesabic 
range,  or  northeast  of  Pemidji  lake,  the  soil  is 
stony  on  the  tops  and  sides  of  the  hills,  but  deep, 
stoneless  and  rich  in  the  basin-shaped  depressions. 
Where  standing  water,  since  the  drift  period,  or  at 
its  close,  has  distributed  a fine  sediment  over  the 
surface,  as  in  the  tract  between  Pokegama  Falls 
and  Winnibigoshish  and  Leech  lakes,  the  country 
has  a tough,  clayey  soil.  Where  the  drainage  is 
from  the  west,  the  surface  soils,  as  well  as  the  sub- 
soils, will  partake  of  the  more  alkaline  and  calca- 
reous nature  of  the  drift  that  came  from  the  north- 
west. In  general,  on  the  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  and  throughout  the  valley  of  the  St.  Louis 
the  soils  and  subsoils  are  red  and  more  sandy  than 
on  the  west. 

HYDROLOGY. 

The  hydrology  of  the  region  is  one  of  its  chief 
natural  features.  It  embraces  the  sources  of  the 
Mississippi,  of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  of  the  Nelson 
rivers,  which  find  the  ocean  level  by  taking  di- 
verse directions  across  the  continent,  south,  east 
and  north.  Yet  it  is  not  in  this  region  that  oc- 
curs the  highest  land  of  the  continent,  nor  of  the 
State.  From  north-central  Minnesota  the  descent 
to  Lake  Superior  or  to  Lake  Pepin  is  gentle,  and 
the  streams  that  enter  Lake  Winnipeg  are  slug- 
gish so  far  as  they  are  in  Minnesota.  The  fall 
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from  Lake  Itasca  to  Lake  Superior  is  9G5.G  feet, 
and  to  Minneapolis  is  745  feet.  The  descent  of 
the  St.  Louis  river  is  generally  gentle  until 
it  reaches  the  Dalles  at  Thomson,  when  it  plunges 
rapidly  down  the  rocky  rim  of  Lake  Superior, 
about  six  hundred  feet  in  six  or  seven  miles.  The 
morainic  character  of  the  country  generally  is  the 
cause  of  thousands  of  lakes.  The  sandy  nature 
of  the  drift  makes  it  like  a sponge,  to  take  up 
eagerly  and  give  out  slowly  the  waters  that  de- 
scend upon  it.  These  circumstances  unite  with 
the  generally  level  contour  to  retain  the  waters 
and  to  sustain  the  streams  with  full  volume  late 
into  the  summer  season. 

The  following  list  of  elevations  above  the  oceau 
will  convey  a general  idea  of  the  evenness  of  the 
grand  contour.  There  are  no  great  and  sudden 
elevations  caused  by  rocky  upheavals.  Such  are 
found  further  northeast,  but  beyond  the  limit  of 
the  St.  Louis  Valley.  The  great  depression  of 
the  Lake  Superior  basin  below  the  rock-vein  that 
encloses  it  is  the  only  exception  to  this  statement. 
This  causes  all  the  streams  that  enter  it  from  the 
west  to  plunge  down  the  declivity  over  the  rocky 
strata;  but  before  reaching  the  brink  they  are 
gentle  and  navigable. 

Above  the  Ocean. 


Lake  Superior GO!). 4 feet 

Minneapolis 830.  “ 

Brainerd 1,214.  “ 

Mille  Lacs 1,26G.  “ 

Sandy  Lake 1,255.  “ 

Thomson 1,03C.  “ 

Northern  Pacific  Junction 1,000.  “ 

Fond  du  Lac G14.  “ 

Wadena 1,358.  “ 

Pokeguma  Falls  (head  of  falls) 1,2GG.71  “ 

Knife  Falls 084.  “ 

LakePomidji 1,450.  “ 

Beech  Bake 1,202.78  “ 

Cass  Bake 1,300.08  “ 

Itasca  Lake 1,575.  “ 

Beat  Hills  (in  Otter  Tail  county ).. . . 1,750.  “ 

Winnibigoshish  Lake 1,200.04  “ 

Mouth  of  Leech  Lake  river 1,270.23  “ 

Saganaga  Lake 1,525.4  “ 

Guntlint  Lake 1,061.  “ 

North  Lake 1,GGG.  “ 

Vermillion  Lake 1,518. 

Squagemaw  Lako  (about) 1,400.  “ 

Divide  between  Fast  and  West  Sa- 
vanna rivers 1,334.  “ 

Divide  between  Itasca  Lake  and  Bed 

River  of  the  North 1,680.  “ 


WATER-POWERS. 

The  descent  of  the  streams  being  so  gradual, 
and  the  rocky  floor  being  so  rarely  encountered 


by  them,  the  natural  water-powers  for  running 
machinery  are  not  abundant  in  the  interior  of 
this  tract.  But  the  water-power  that  is  afforded 
by  the  descent  of  the  St.  Louis,  and  by  all  the 
other  streams  that  enter  Lake  Superior,  over  the 
rock  border  of  that  lake,  is  very  great.  The 
water  in  all  cases  can  be  used  several  times  over 
before  the  lower  land  is  reached.  The  Mississippi 
is  occasionally  rapid,  with  the  production  of 
water-power  between  Lake  Itasca  and  Lake  Pam- 
erjigermug.  The  first  occurs  about  seven  miles 
below  Lake  Itasca,  where  a fall  of  twelve  feet  is 
found  in  as. many  rods,  the  water  passing  over 
boulders.  Below  ' this  is  a series  of  rapids,  ex- 
tending nearly  half  a mile,  the  obstruction  being 
large  boulders  of  granite.  Below  Lake  Pamer- 
jigermug  (orPemidji)  are  the  Metoswa  Bapiils, 
so  named  by  Schoolcraft,  where  a number  of  fine 
water  privileges  are  available  for  lumbering  or 
flouring. 

There  is  no  further  break  in  the  gradual  descent 
of  the  river  till  reaching  Pokegama  Falls,  where, 
with  rocky  walls  and  floor,  the  river  descends  about 
fourteen  feet  in  a few  yards,  though  from  the  up- 
per to  the  lower  landing  of  the  portage,  including 
the  rapids  above  and  below  the  fall,  the  descent  is 
about  thirty  feet.  The  fourteen  feet  fall  furnishes 
3,93G  horse-power  at  high  water  stage.  Below 
Pokeguma  Falls,  three  or  four  miles,  are  the 
Grand  Rapids,  the  head  of  steamboat  navigation 
above  Aitkin.  Boats  can  readily  run  above  Poke- 
gama Falls,  to  several  miles  above  Lake  Winni- 
begoshish,  and  to  Leech  lake.  At  the  Grand  Rap- 
ids the  channel  is  obstructed  by  boulders,  falling 
five  feet  in  the  distance  of  1,750  feet.  In  time 
of  mean  high  water  the  volume  of  the  Mississippi 
at  the  Grand  Rapids  is  2,525  feet  per  second,  giv- 
ing 1,253  borso-power.  About  two  miles  below 
the  Sandy  Lake  river  the  Mississippi  shows  a 
slight  rapid,  where  it  breaks  over  large  boulders, 
but  it  is  hardly  worthy  of  being  enumerated  as  an 
available  water-power.  At  two  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Willow  river,  in  a right  line,  are  the 
rapids  known  as  the  Big  Eddy.  Here,  with  a fall 
of  2.G7  feet,  the  power  available  by  dam  is  1,148 
horse-power,  at  mean  high  water.  At  the  Island 
Rapids  the  slope  is  3,000  feet  long,  and  at  the 
rate  of  4.G2  feet  per  mile  for  the  first  8(H)  feet,  in 
which  are  301  horse-power.  At  the  French  Rap- 
ids, a few  miles  above  Brainerd,  are  G70  horse- 
power in  high  water  stage.  At  Olmstead’s  Bar 
the  horse-power  is  about  0,000,  at  high  water 
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stage;  at  Prairie  Pap  ids  about  0,000;  at  Lit- 
tle Falls,  18,371  ;at  Pike  Rapids  about  12,000; 
at  Sauk  Rapids,  31,966,  at  mean  high  water. 
Between  the  St.  Cloud  and  Augusta  Mills,  at 
mean  high  water,  it  is  19,027;  at  St.  Anthony  Kails, 
( poi'pendioular  fall  of  sixteen  loot  before  improve- 
ments) 22,181  average  for  the  year  round;  at  St. 
Anthony  Falls — whole  available  power  from  Nic- 
ollet island  to  one-half  mile  below  the  falls,  (fall 
of  79!,  feet)  110,1)05,  average  for  the  year  round. 

Of  course  there  are  avilablo  water-powers  on  all 
the  tributaries  of  the  upper  Mississippi,  some  of 
which  have  been  improved. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  the  water-power  about 
Lake  Superior,  but  it  is  immense,  and  probably  will 
never  be  wholly  utilized.  Between  Knife  Falls  on 
the  St.  Louis  river,  and  Fond  du  Lac,  the  waters 
of  the  St.  Louis  descend  in  rapids,  cascades  and 
falls,  a distance  of  over  five  hundred  feet,  plung- 
ing from  rock  to  rock,  the  interval  over  which 
this  fall  is  distributed  being  about  fifteen  miles. 

This  is  found  somewhat  concentrated  at  con- 
venient points  with  intervals  of  a mile  or  two  be- 
tween them.  At  Knife  Falls  the  stream  is  divided 
by  islands,  both  at  the  falls  and  above,  and  the 
perpendicular  descent  of  the  water  is  about  nine 
feet.  A rapid  extends  for  one-quarter  mile  further, 
having  a descent  of  about  twenty  feet  more.  Be- 
low this  also  one-half  mile  the  water  is  rapid,  with 
a broken  cascade  over  boulders,  the  descent  being 
about  three  feet.  A quarter  of  a mile  further 
down  is  a fall  of  seventeen  feet  in  three  hundred 
l'cct.  There  is  a division  of  the  river  here  of 
four  channels  by  the  strike  of  live  different  per- 
sistent beds  of  the  formation,  the  water  running 
in  the  strike  of  the  intervening  beds,  the  hard  beds 
forming  islands  in  the  fall.  The  width  of  the 
river  at  the  brink  is  about  230  feet.  A mile  below 
this  is  another  important  water-power,  situated  at 
Fortress  Island,  which  rises  fifty-live  feet  above 
the  water,  the  fall  being  about  eight  feet,  over 
large  boulders,  principally  on  the  left  of  the  island. 
Another  small  rapid  is  near  the  center  of  section 
19,  town  49,  range  16.  Below  the  Floodwood 
Islands  arc  small  rapid  places,  one  descent  of 
two  feet,  and  another  of  three  feed  on  south-west 
quarter  section  30,  over  boulders  lying  on  outcrop- 
ping slate.  Near  the  middle  of  section  31  the  river 
descends  in  a rapid  six  or  eight  feet.  No  other 
noteworthy  rapids  occur  till  at  the  north-east  cor- 
ner of  the  large  island  which  is  about  one-half 
mile  above  the  railroad  bridge.  Here  the  water 


passes  over  the  rock  ranges  diagonally,  produc- 
ing a fall  of  about  ten  feet  in  twenty  rods,  the 
most  of  it  being  on  the  lower  ten  rods.  As  the 
river  crosses  the  strike  it  is  narrowed  suddenly  to 
about  thirty  foot  in  low  water,  below  lliis  large 
island  is  a fall  of  toil  feet,  just  above  the  railroad; 
then  continuous  rapids  and  cascades  to  the  mouth 
of  Otter  creek,  the  further  descent  being  twenty- 
five  feet.  Here  the  river  is  a rushing  torrent,  in  a 
rough,  narrow  gorge,  sometimes  split  by  islands, 
and  offers  a very  attracting  view  to  all  who  cross 
it  on  the  cars  from  Northern  Pacific  Junction  to 
Thomson.  Below  Otter  creek,  within  the  first 
mile,  is  a descent  of  thirty  feet.  The  strike  of 
the  rock  goes  directly  across  the  river,  causing  it 
in  several  places  to  be  contracted  suddenly  to 
twenty  or  twenty-five  feet  in  width.  Through 
these  narrow  passages  the  river  rushes  with  some 
fall  and  a swift  current.  There  is  then  a unifor- 
mity in  the  stream  for  a distance  of  nearly  a mile, 
though  an  actual  and  steady  fall  amounting  in 
, the  aggregate  to  seventy  feet.  Near  the  mouth 
of  a little  creek,  coming  in  from  the  north,  one  of 
the  harder  beds  of  the  formation  protrudes  above 
! the  rest,  passing  diagonally  across  the  stream, 

| and  the  water  falls  again  six  feet.  Then  the  river 
is  steady  again  in  its  descent  for  about  one-half 
mile,  when  an  island  appears  in  the  channel,  where 
by  the  disposition  of  the  slate  ranges,  a very  cu- 
rious and  complicated  series  of  currents  and  coun- 
ter-currents and  cascades  are  produced,  with  a 
descent  in  the  aggregate  amounting  to  twenty - 
five  feet.  The  river  then  descends  rapidly,  but 
rather  uniformly,  among  the  rocks  for  a short 
distance,  the  fall  being  about  twenty-five  feet. 
The  rocks  then  rise  like  dykes  in  the  midst  of  the 
river,  nearly  parallel  with  its  course,  forming 
knobs  and  rough  islands  sometimes  eighteen  or 
twenty  feet  high,  confining  the  water  within  nar- 
row troughs  which  run  somewhat  obliquely  across 
its  course.  Through  these  rocks  the  descent, 
from  the  mouth  of  a little  creek  coming  in  from 
the  north  to  the  head  of  the  sixth  island,  (count- 
] iug  from  the  foot  of  the  Dalles),  amounts  to  six- 
ty-five feet,  one  of  the  principal  chutes  being 
near  the  head  of  Island  No.  6.  Below  this  island 
is  one  of  the  principal  water-powers.  The  river, 
in  a short  space  near  Bridge  No.  5,  is  divided 
into  various  channels  by  six  islands.  Three  of 
these  islands  are  above  the  fall  and  three  are  be- 
low, but  there  is  also  a considerable  fall  all  the 
way  to  near  the  head  of  the  sixth  island.  Alto- 


■ 

a til  juirrfwrt  ft  ai  'iovb  o'/H  *.•  ; ■ ■ »!  »ft 

IHq*  . 'iCfi/tefilOe  iu'd  - \ ' '■■■<>■■■> 

I tiff  lift  iti  W.oiv  Xvn  it  ■ r.S.O  i'-KiJ 

u)  ydnobfura  foal*  ’A'iir  1 sU  ol  ci‘ 

■■  ..■:■!  It  . i’.l  'd'j  <i  •• : ■ ■■■[  ■ 'iU 

- n ' ■ ■'  I ■' 

) oito.ifiton  »d  i:  m-  -ti  g.  in  •<*  ' 'o  > Ml  « 

,,  » S FJ«V  • i • > . l!  >(  It.. V.  .'.-l  - 

,«!#■  ,rfc«  -ifJ  ■ ' io  ::t>  ■I-1-  r‘)  ,JH  1 ntli 

iln, I-  .•  JrsoW'J  i.’1  ftiii  tii  <*>«*>!»  »i 

,1./  „ , . odl  .(i-it.'j  ti  J"  ’ile.  ■■l  > d 

■ , i'  ' '7>i  ■■! 

if);.,.  ,[  ■'  ' 

. 1.7  fJ:  1 ! <v  :'!Tk  '. 

wii  J**1'!'  i»:i5  (i’ll' 

I • ,;»  llj  : HOjlil  Mia  ■;  n>»!t  • io*  *WT 

f.ioili  pain;  >o 


• C '■  iq  a’  *:■  f .'d  ' : 

i).  , 1 " J i i.  .It  f I ! ‘ 

, .!«(»'•{  •<.»., il  . 1 !M  .|J  ;T  !),<.' I ii  ,'i«  i»*  (jai  l ,ui>nii 
in  ill  ■ id  ■ v.A  rrfi  ha-  1 f>  ...  :i  -in  • ,b  ‘ - 

HI  7!  id  ■ v d i i->  ' a*  ! 1 ' -1' 

If  >U  ■ >2M  .'i'iWi  '*  d-*1  •'  »'••*!!, .1  . 

■ m-  't  ' ■ :■  io  ii'  • + '•]■•  I*  I a 'j 

ft  . ii  yj,  1 ■!  fl.  io  u '■  t rr  • l 

air  I fl  •••  ' . ..  * ■-  - * j vr*rf- 

nfi  -■  . > '■  - i' 

■ , r U -l  J 1 ' *(  i >1  7..  ><:  :<  ' ' 


GEOLOOT. 


705 


gothor  this  part  of  tlio  descent  amonnts  to  fifty- 
five  feet.  There  is  sfill  some  rapid  in  the  river 
below  all  these  islands,  but  in  general  the  char- 
acter of  the  valley  changes  at  once,  the  Huronian 
slates  and  quartzites  giving  place  to  the  shales 
and  sandstones  of  the  Potsdam  formation.  Above 
Knife  Falls,  rapids  begin  one-half  mile  beyond 
Pine  Island,  and  continue  five  or  six  miles,  mak- 
ing what  is  known  as  the  Grand  Rapids.  The 
water  then  is  comparatively  quiet  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Cloquet.  Hut  just  below  its  mouth  is  a large 
rapid.  The  St.  Louis,  while  generally  navigable 
for  canoes  above  this  place,  is  occasionally  rapid, 
but  furnishes  no  water-power  that  can  be  com- 
pared to  the  valuable  sites  in  the  Dalles.  Still 
further  uj)  on  the  Embarras,  where  it  expands 
into  small  lakes,  it  passes  by  sudden  chutes  from 
one  lake  to  the  other,  falling  over  large  boulders 
of  granite.  These  rapid  places  are  favorable  for 
the  construction  of  water-mills  for  lumber,  since 
the  lakes  furnish  excellent  opportunities  for  boom- 
ing the  logs.  There  is  no  rock-exposure  along 
the  St.  Louis  valley  from  the  islands  near  Knife 
Falls  to  the  point  where  the  Embarras  pours 
through  the  Mesabi. 

GEOLOGIC  FORMATIONS. 

The  rocky  formations  which  underlie  the  region 
of  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  of  the  St.  Louis 
valleys,  not  including  the  drift,  may  be  considered 
in  descending  order,  as  follows.  It  is  necessary  to 
understand  that  while  we  descend  in  the  geological 
scale  of  the  strata,  wo  necessarily  ascend  the  Mis- 
sissippi. The  oldest  rocks,  which  elsewhere  un- 
derlie all  the  others,  rise  highest  above  the  ocean 
when  laid  bare.  They  make  the  oldest  water-di- 
vides, and  the  nucleus  of  the  dry  land  of  the  con- 
tinent: 

1.  Trenton  limestone. 

2.  St.  Peter  sandstone. 

• !.  Potsdam  formation,  (the  Cupriferous  series 
of  L.  Superior.) 

4.  Iluronian. 

5.  Laurentian. 

1.  The  Trenton  formation  extends  but  little 
above  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony.  It  is  seen  as  far 
north  as  Shingle  creek  on  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  and  on  the  east  side  is  only  known  a short 
distance  north  of  the  Hennepin  county  line.  It  is 
this  rock  that  forms  the  brink  of  the  Falls  of  St. 
Anthony,  and  has  been  used  for  building  at  Min- 
neapolis and  St.  Paul. 


2.  The,  St.  Peter  sandstone  which  underlies, 
probably  extends  much  further  north.  It  doubt- 
less contributes  much  toward  the  sandiness  of  the 
soils  of  Anoka,  Isanti,  and  Sherburne  counties.  It 
is  probably  this  rock  which  is  wrought  by  the 
railroad  company  at  Hinckley,  and  overlies  uncon- 
formably  the  rocks  of  the  lower  formations. 

3.  The  next  rock  known  in  ascending  the  Mis- 
sippi  is  the  granite  at  St.  Cloud,  but  the  next 
in  the  geological  scale  is  the  red  stuidrork 
wrought  at  Fond  du  Lao,  on  the  St.  Louis.  The 
same  which,  with  some  metamorphosis,  is  in  out- 
crop at  Pokegnma  Falls,  and  at  Prairie  river  Falls. 
This  sandrock  is  an  extensive  formation  Tt  con- 
sits  very  largely  of  red  shales,  as  may  be  seen  in 
the  banks  of  the  St.  Louis,  above  the  sandstone 
quarries  of  Fond  du  Lac.  It  was  deposited  dur- 
ing a period  of  volcanic  and  igneous  disturbance. 
It  is  uplieaved  and  broken.  It  is  interbedded  with 
igneous  rock.  Tt  is  metamorphosed  in  a great 
many  ways,  and  in  different  degrees,  making 
pseudo-amygdaloids.  Of  itself,  it  is  perhaps  (100 
or  800  feet  thick,  but  with  the  increase  due  to  the 
igneous  disturbances,  and  to  the  igneous  beds 
themselves,  it  amounts  to  several  thousand  feet. 
The  igneous  rock  came  from  deep  sources,  pene- 
trating the  underlying  Huronian  also.  Dykes  of 
it  can  be  seen  cutting  the  Huronian  at  Thomson, 
and  at  many  places  between  Thomson  and  Knife 
Falls.  They  generally  run  nearly  north  and  south. 
The  igneous  rock  seems  to  have  been  piled  up  in 
mountain-like  ranges,  and  also  to  have  flowed  out 
over  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  in  vast  sheets.  The 
rock  of  the  llieo  Point  range,  at  Duluth,  is  the 
best  illustration  of  the  mountain  mass  within  this 
district,  and  the  spreading  sheets,  interbedded 
between  strata  of  sedimentary  rock,  (somewhat 
metamorphosed),  can  be  semi  a few  miles  east  of 
Duluth,  along  the  lake  shore.  Nearly  all  the 
rocks  at  Duluth  belong  to  this  formation  in  its 
various  conditions,  but  principally  to  the  igneous 
portion  of  it.  These  beds  present  the  geologist 
with  many  very  interesting,  and  perplexing  ques- 
tions of  geology  and  mineralogy.  This  is  the 
great  copper-bearing  formation.  It  extends  about 
the  shores  of  Lake  Superior.  It  affords  metallic, 
copper.  It  is  also  an  iron  bearing  formation. 
Its  iron  is  characterized  by  being  magnetic,  and 
by  containing  titaneum.  It  may  have  boon  de- 
rived from  the  reduction  of  the  pcxoxides  of  iron 
from  the  Potsdam  shales,  in  the  process  of  ig- 
neous upheaval  and  change.  This  is  supposable 
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from  tl  10  fact,  that  the  iron  ores  of  thin  forma- 
tion tiro,  no  far  iih  known,  in  clone  contiguity  with 
the  points  of  contact  between  the  igneous  ami  the 
sedimentary  beds,  and  by  the  additional  fact  that 
the  igneous  rock  is  in  many  places  almost  free 
from  iron.  Iron  ore  of  this  kind  is  found  at 
Prairie  river  Falls,  and  in  Herman,  St.  Louis 
county.  At  Duluth,  also,  this  rock  is  so  ferrif- 
erous in  some  places,  as  to  attract  attention  as  an 
iron  ore. 

The  Iluroaian  plays  a very  conspicuous  part  in 
the  geology  of  the  Upper  Mississippi  and  the  St. 
Louis  valleys.  The  typical  manner  of  outcrop, 
as  well  as  material  composition  of  this  formation 
is  to  be  seen  at  Thomson,  and  from  there  up  the 
St.  Louis  to  Knife  Falls,  and  down  the  valley  to 
the  foot  of  the  Dalles.  It  there  appears  as  a slaty 
and  argillaceous  rock,  interbedded  with  gray 
quartzytes,  cut  by  igneous  dykes  and  tilted  out  of 
position  so  as  to  dip  generally  to  the  southeast  at 
an  angle  of  30  ° to  45  ° . Scattered  centicular 
ridges  rise  very  sharply  above  the  ground  sur- 
face, some  of  them  being  35  or  40  feet  high. 
They  are  intersected  by  jointage  planes  and  by 
slaty  cleavage,  the  former  running  in  two  or  three 
directions  and  cutting  the  mass  into  rhomboidal 
blocks,  and  the  latter  standing  nearly  vertical  and 
running  about  east  and  west.  Sometimes  the  beds 
contain  cubic  iron  pyrites  and  sometimes  local  de- 
posits of  white  quartz  coincident  with  the  cleavage, 
or  with  the  bedding,  and  sometimes  deposits  of 
graphites.  But  in  general  the  whole  has  a uniform 
and  yet  a very  rough  aspect.  It  is  generally  gray, 
varying  to  darker  shades — almost  black.  The 
quartzytes  are  light-colored;  the  slates  are  darker. 
The  dykes  of  igneous  rock  that  cut  the  formation 
weather  away  faster  than  the  beds  of  the  forma- 
tion itself,  and  hence  they  occupy  the  lower  trans- 
verse valleys.  They  art)  inconspicuous  except  as 
they  form  lines  of  darker,  or  brownish-rusty,  rot- 
ting, rock,  sometimes  but  a foot  or  two  in  width  and 
sometimes  sixty  feet  wide,  running  nearly  north  and 
south.  The  St.  Louis  lies  in  the  line  of  a huge, 
eroded  igneous  dyke  whore  it  runs  under  the  rail- 
road bridge  between  Thomson  and  the  Northern 
Paciiio  Junction.  It  can  be  traced  both  north  and 
south  from  that  place,  running  through  the  coun- 
try in  an  unvarying  direction.  Another  dyke  par- 
allel to  this  passes  a few  rods  east  of  Miller’s  Mill 
at  Thomson.  Several  can  be  seen  cutting  the  form- 
ation between  the  river  and  the  Northern  Pacific 
Junction.  'The  formation  seems  to  give  place  to 


the  igneous  rock  of  tho  Bice  Point  hills  a slior 
distance  above  Knife  Falls.  An  isolated  knoll  o 
tho  same  formation  rises  among  the  igneous  rocki 
at  Duluth.  It  is  found  in  outcrop  up  Missioi 
creek  4 or  5 miles.  It  extends  southward  withou 
much  variation  .is  far  as  Moose  lake  and  station 
It  runs  under  the  drift  but  reappears  at  numerous 
points  on  the  Mississippi,  though  it  has  here  ti 
different  lithology.  It  is  changed  to  alternating 
mica-schists  and  quartzytes,  with  nodules  and 
larger  areas  of  granite.  The  whole  region  about 
Little  Falls,  where  this  rock  outcrops  in  Morrison 
county,  whether  as  granite,  as  at  Granite  City  and 
northwest  from  Little  Falls,  or  as  a mica-schist,  as 
at  the  rajjids  at  Little  Falls  and  Pike  Bapids,  is 
underlain  by  the  Huronian.  At  Pike  Rapids  the 
schist  is  highly  staurolitic,  the  little  angular  crys- 
tals standing  out  conspicuously  on  till  weathered 
surfaces,  and  often  found  among  the  gravel  in 
perfect  and  frequently  twinned  forms.  The  gran- 
ites at  Watab,  Sauk  Rapids  and  St  Cloud,  and  gen- 
erally in  Stearns  county,  as  well  as  further  west, 
near  Motley,  and  in  Todd  county,  belong  to  the 
same  formation.  The  granites  result  from  a fur- 
ther metamorphism  of  sedimentary  beds.  Mica 
schists  and  talc  schists  are  produced  first.  The 
complete  fusion  and  crystallization  of  the  sedi- 
mentary beds  of  the  Huronian  resulted  in  granites 
and  syenites.  The  fact  that  the  East  St.  Cloud 
granite  is  a result  of  metamorphism  from  a con- 
glomerate is  evident  still,  in  the  rounded  forms 
of  pebbles  still  preserved,  which,  on  being  sub- 
jected to  the  same  forces,  did  not  produce  gran- 
ite, but  a chloritic  or  hornblendic  dark  mass. 
These  evidences  are  still  more  distinct  in  this 
formation  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  near 
the  boundary  lino.  These  granites  tire  tdso  asso- 
ciated with  granites  of  a red  color,  probably  de- 
rived from  the  overlying  Potsdam  formation,  and 
are  cut  by  dykes  of  igneous  rock  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  slates  and  quartzytes  at  Thompson. 

5.  The  Laurentian  formation,  if  any  such  there 
bo  in  Minnesota,  seems  to  occur  in  the  vicinity  of 
Baganaga  lake,  and  to  extend  into  the  region  of 
the  upper  Bt.  Louis,  particularly  on  its  branch 
known  as  the  Embarras,  where  it  crosses  the  Mc- 
sabi  range;  but  this  isnot  yet  well  established.  As 
a formation  it  consists  very  largely  of  light  colored 
granites,  and  whether  they  graduate  into  tho 
Huronian  or  not,  is  not  settled,  but  they  seem  to. 

In  the  foregoing  sketch  no  mention  is  made  of 
the  Cretaceous.  It  is  found  in  Stearns,  Wright 
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and  Morrison  counties,  and  it  probably  lies  nnder 
the  drift-sheet  in  patches  in  much  of  tlio  Upper 
Mississippi  region.  This  formation  is  that  which 
has  excited  false  hopes  of  coal  in  numerous  in- 
stances in  Minnesota.  One  of  these  cases  occurred 
in  Wright  county,  and  one  in  Stearns. 

ECONOMIC  ItESOtmCES. 

As  to  the  economical  resources  derivable  from 
the  rocks  of  the  region,  they  may  be  summed  up 
briefly  as  follows: 

From  the  Drift,  clays  for  brick,  both  red  and 
cream  colored,  or  for  tiles,  drains  or  earthen  ware. 

From  the  Trenton,  quicklime  and  building  stone. 

From  the  St.  P<  /<  r,  silica-sand  for  glass  making. 

From  the  Potsdam,  metallic-copper,  iron-ore, 
building  stone,  graphite,  and  feldspar  for  china 
ware. 

From  the  Huronian,  ores  of  copper,  iron  and 


silver;  graphite  and  granites  and  roofing  slate. 

From  the  Laurentian,  Granites  for  building  and 
for  monuments. 

From  the  Gutaceous,  lignites  and  clays  for 
pottery. 

In  the  enumeration  of  resources  no  mention  is 
made  of  agricultural  resources,  dependent  on  soil 
and  climate,  nor  of  the  native  forests  with  which 
the  region  is  supplied.  The  agricultural  capabil- 
ities have  been  underestimated.  The  region  has 
nothing  to  render  it  less  productive  than  much  of 
New  York,  Michigan  and  Wisconsin,  which  are 
settled  and  cultivated  as  farming  lands.  Enough 
has  already  been  raised  to  show  this.  Isolated 
farming  is  carried  on  in  the  most  distant  parts  of 
the  region,  while  throughout  most  of  the  upper 
Mississippi  Valley  are  found  fine  farms  are  in 
prosperous  activity. 
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Minneapolis  & St.  Louis  R’y. 


'The  Albert  Lea  Route" 

l'OE  ALL  POINTS 

EAST,  WEST  AAESTID 


It  makes  no  difference  what  point  you  wish  to  reach,  whether  it  be  the  remote  Northeast  of 
Canada,  the  Southwest  of  California,  The  Gulf  of  Mexico,  the  South  of  Florida,  or  the  Atlantic 
Coast,  you  can  purchase  THROUGH  TICKETS  via.  “ The  Albert  Lea  Route,”  and  reach  the  desired 
destination  at  as  LOW  KATES  and  with  much  more  satisfaction  than  by  other  routes. 

THE  NEW  CHICAGO  LINE. 

Through  Coaches  are  now  run  between  Minneapolis  and  Chicago,  via  Kock Island.  This  new 
line  was  inaugurated  only  a short  time  ago,  but  it  is  fast  becoming  the  favorite  route  to  Chicago.  It 
traverses  the  finest  sections  of  the  three  great  States,  Minnesota,  Iowa  and  Illinois,  passing  through 
several  of  the  most  nourishing  western  cities.  The 

St.  Louis,  Minneapolis  & St.  Pan! 

H SHORT  LINE.  Q 

“THE  PIONEER  AND  PEERLESS!” 

Speaks  for  itself.  It  continues  to  be  (he  Shortest,  Quickest,  and  in  every  particular  the  model  line 
between  Minnesota  Points  and  St.  Louis.  Solid  trains,  consisting  of  Baggage  and  Smoking  Cars, 
(loaches  and  Pullman  Palace  Sleepers  are  run  through  without  change.  Elegant  Horton  reclining 
Chair  Cars  arc'  run  between  Albert  Lea  and  Burlington  on  day  trains,  connections  are  made  in  the 
Grand  Union  Depot  at  St.  Louis,  with  trains  of  diverging  roads  for  all  points  in  the  SOUTH, 
SOUTHEAST  or  SOUTH-WEST. 

TOURISTS  TO  THE  WINTER  RESORTS  OF  THE  SOUTH, 

Will  please  notice  that  by  taking  the  “ALBERT  LEA  ROUTE,”  they  can  reach  nearly  any  principal 
point  in  (lice  South,  with  only  one  change  of  Cars,  as  through  Pullman  Sleepers  are  run  from  St.  Louis 

FOR  POINTS  WEST  AND  SOUTHWEST,  :f.<- 

The  Albert  Lea  Route  offers  superior  inducements  in  the  shape  of  two  trains  daily.  No  other 
line  offers  double  daily  trains  to  Missouri  River  Points.  Connections  are  made  at  Omaha,  Kansas  City, 
and  Atchison,  with  the  great  overland  routes  for  the  Pacific  Slope. 

TTf'P  PTQ  Via  the  “ ALBERT  LEA  1JOUTE,”  and  any  further  information  can  be  obtained 
1 1 U I V £j  1 O from  piincipal  ticket  offices  throughout  the  Northwest,  or  in 

MINNEAPOLIS  : ST.  PAUL: 

\Y.  <i.  TEUITIC,  Agent,  I\o.  8 Washington  Avc.  M(().  II.  lIA/./Altl), 

W.  I*.  IVES,  Union  Depot.  158  East  Third  Street. 

C.  H.  HUDSON,  General  Manager.  A.  H.  BODE,  Gen’l  Traffic  Manager. 

E.  A.  WHITAKER,  Trav.  Agent. 

K/iiisnsrEi^iPoiijis,  nvLiisriiNr. 
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Railway  Company 

OPERATES 


RUNNING 


NORTH  AND  WEST 

¥ R O M 

ST.  PAUL  AND  MINNEAPOLIS, 

UNITING  AT 


EARNEBVILLE 

And  forming  the  only  line  which  reaches  every  part  of  the  Red  River 
Valley.  It  touches  the  Red  River  at  three  different 
points,  and  connects  at  either  with  4000 
miles  of  inland  navigation. 


It  traverses  a section  of  country,  which  offers  : 

TO  THE  FARMER 

A Soil  which  in  richness  and  variety  is  uiieiiualod. 

TO  THE  BUSINESS  MAN 

An  agricultural  community  who  have  been  blessed  with  a succession  of  bountiful  harvests. 

TO  THE  SPORTSMAN 

In  its  forests,  on  its  prairies,  in  its  numberless  lakes  or  streams  an  abundance  of  game,  and  lish 
of  every  variety.  , 

TO  THE  TOURIST 

Not  only  the  most  attractive  Summer  Resort  on  the  Continent — Lalte  IVIillllctoIllltl  -but 
the  matchless  beauties  of  the  famous  Park  Region. 


JAS.  J.  HILL,  General  Manager.  A.  MANVEL,  Ass’t  tien’l  Manager. 

W.  S.  ALEXANDER,  Oen  oral  PiiHSCiigor  Agt.  H.  C.  DAVIS  , Asn’t  Gen’l  lAiHKcnjjcr  A^t. 

ST.  PAUL,  L/LTUNTilNT- 


' 


V /? :>i  d V.- 

tai 

- i i i 

' j ' “ ■ -■  ■;•{  - i 

' 

■T8irU;0T  OT 

• *"  • ■'  ' ' ..  f~-JM  '()•!:•.)  -J-:  I I.  !ij  c •■■■  | ; , S 

Ju-'I  feif  i iil  1 : Ijijxl 

.3;V;\U  O ■;  t-,  v ; j A ; 

■ ,...r  , •: 


THE  WlLROW. 


;sHIS  ROAD  begins  at  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  and  Duluth.  Its  southern 
and  eastern  stems  converge  at  Brainerd,  where  it  starts  in  a direct  line 
for  the  Yellowstone.  Its  present  terminus  is  Glendive,  690  miles 
west  of  St.  Paul,  and  is  being  rapidly  extended  to  Miles  City  and  the 
National  Park.  It  is  expected  that  the  line  will  be  completed  in  1883 
yG)  to  the  Pacific  Coast,  when  it  will  become  the 


ay 


GREAT  TRANS-CONTINENTAL  ROUTE 


-FROM  THE- 


1 


GREAT  LAKES  TO  THE  PACIFIC  OCEAN. 


The  whole  line  of  travel  is  through  one  continuous  avenue  of  agricultural 
wealth — a country  whose  resources  are  inexhaustible,  and  as  yet  unmeasured; 
a climate  the  most  desirable  and  healthful  ; the  atmosphere  dry  and  pure  ; sum 
mers  warm  and  delightful;  winters  cold  and  less  rigorous  than  in  latitudes 
immediately  south,  as  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  while  roads  south  of  the  North- 
ern Pacific  were  snow-bound  for  months  during  the  past  winter,  THIS  ROAD 
WAS  NOT  SNOW-BOUND  A SINGLE  DAY  IN  THE  ENTIRE  WINTER. 
This  fact  should  not  be  overlooked. 

The  Yellowstone  River  now  being  accessible  by  rail,  great  interest  is  becom- 
ing manifest  in  that  portion  which  is  made  immediately  available, -and  to  which 
the  tide  of  immigration  is  turning.  The  soil  is  unexcelled  for  richness,  adapted 
to  raising  of  all  cereals.  The  country  is  well  watered,  timbered  and  covered 
with  a magnificent  growth  of”  bunch  grass,”  making  the  finest  imaginable  stock 
ranges.  An  inexhaustible  supply  of  fuel  is  found  in  the  massive  beds  of  lignite 
which  underlie  this  section.  This  coal  burns  with  intense  heat,  and  a ton  of  it 
is  considered  equal  to  two  cords  of  wood. 

Appreciating  the  necessities  of  the  public,  it  responds  to  low  rates  for  land 
seekers,  settlers  and  tourists.  Runs  through  trains  and  cars.  The  celebrated 
Pullman  Sleeping  Cars,  which  are  the  best  in  the  world. 

MK’kOK  ('MU  BE>PWEE]M  K/lkfiO  /fiNl) 

Makes  quick  time.  Has  good  road-bed,  good  engines,  good  equipment 
throughout,  and  is  in  every  respect  a first-class  line.  It  is  the  aim  of  the  man- 
agement to  encourage  every  enterprise  and  stimulate  all  interests  which  will 
enhance  the  interest  of  its  patrons' and  the  line. 

We  invite  those  desiring  information  regarding  the  Freight,  Land,  or  Pas- 
senger Departments,  to  correspond  with 

J.  M.  HANNAFORD.  R.  M.  NEWPORT,  G.  K.  BARNES, 

Gen,  Fheiqht  Act.,  Gen.  Land  Aqt.,  Gen.  Pass.  Ticket  Agt. 


I :t  Jack *011  Street,  SI.  Paul. 
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